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Defining Reuse 
Lifecycle Create Digital Content

Disseminate on the Web

User Discovery

User Reuse
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Our Study

1. Who is reusing Library of 
Congress’s Teaching with 
Primary Resources (LCTPR) 
images on the web?

2. For what purposes are LCTPR 
images being reused?



Methodology

1. Selecting images
2. Searching by RIL 
3. Normalizing results
4. Coding dataset



Type and Definition of Users 
User Type Definition

Cultural Heritage Includes museums, archives, and historical societies

Educator, Higher Education An institution or educator from an academic or higher education above twelfth 
grade

Educator, K-12 An institution or educator from a Kindergarten to 12 grade

Government Entity that identifies as a governmental agency or web address ends in .gov

Industry A vendor or entity that sells a product

Library Entities that identify as a library

Non-Profit Entity that is not directly an educational institution, i.e. reference materials, .org

Personal An individual using the image for personal reasons.



Type and Definition of Reuses
Reuse Type Definition

Social Media Image used for entertainment purposes in a social media platform

Popular Culture 
Research

Image was used for any personal research purposes or personal fulfillment; not a 
publication

Commerce Image used to sell a product

Exhibit Image used for displaying items in an exhibition, including image galleries.

Instruction Image used for teaching purposes

Scholarly Research Image used for academic research purposes

Popular Culture 
Publication

Image used for online, non-scholarly publication



Type of User No. %

Personal 364 50.49

Industry 187 25.94

Non-Profit 67 9.29

Educator, 
Higher Education

38 5.27

Educator, K-12 33 4.58

Cultural Heritage 19 2.64

Government 7 0.97

Library 6 0.83

TOTAL 712 100.01

Results: Type of user



Results: Types of reuses
Type of Reuse No. %

Social Media 174 24.13

Popular Culture Research 130 18.03

Commerce 100 13.87

Exhibit 81 11.23

Instruction 74 10.26

Scholarly Research 66 9.15

Popular Culture 
Publication

43 5.96

Scholarly Publication 14 1.94

Promotion and Marketing 10 1.39

Additional Reuse Types

TOTAL 721 99.98



“Everyday” People



For what purposes are LCTPR images being reused?



For what purposes are LCTPR images being reused?



For what purposes are LCTPR images being reused?



Conclusions

● Limitations
● Future research
● Reflections
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