
 

Podcast Script: Origin of Rivalry between Vampires and Werewolves  

(Frank): Hey listeners. My name is Frank. 

(George): Hey, I’m George. 

(Gurjinder): Hey listeners, Gurjinder here.  

(Destiny): and I’m Destiny. 

(Frank): For the next half hour or so we’re going to be your source of entertainment. Welcome 

to the Horror Education Hour. 

(George): Today we have a very special topic for you. For those of you who read the name of 

the podcast you know exactly what it is. That’s right, we’re going to be talking to you about how 

two of the most feared creatures of the night became such deadly adversaries; we’re going to be 

examining the rivalry between the vampire and the werewolf. We’ll be looking at the perceptions 

of vampires and how they’ve affected the rivalry and also discuss the history of vampires and 

werewolves and how movies have incorporated these themes.  

(Destiny): So, I don’t know about you guys, but I’ve always been curious about pretty much 

anything that goes bump in the night.  I’m one of those people who loves creepy things but also 

somehow hates being scared. I know, it’s ironic. Well one of the topics that I would occasionally 

reflect on was vampires and werewolves. Okay, well maybe not vampires and werewolves in 

general but you get my point. It was more of a vampire versus werewolf type of thing, so 

discussing and researching this topic for this segment has been a perfect excuse to look into the 

topic. Anyhow, when you think of rivalries you think Tom and Jerry, Freddy vs Jason, vampires 

and werewolves, etc. These are all iconic. But while Tom and Jerry and Freddy vs Jason have an 

origin for their rivalry in their stories, we don’t really know where the vampire and werewolf 

rivalry comes from. So I looked into.   



 

(Gurjinder): And what did you find? 

(Destiny): Nothing! I found nothing on the actual origin! This rivalry wasn’t an actual thing until 

recent decades! I think I do get why there was a need to create the rivalry though. 

(Gurjinder): Well, care to share with our audience?  

(Destiny): Okay, so in order to understand this vampire versus werewolf thing, you need some 

background information on vampires. We know that the characterization of vampires is 

something that has changed throughout history. It’s not small changes either, they’re pretty 

drastic one-eighties. There's an author, Beck Bernard, who mentions in one of his articles how 

vampires in film have gone through a huge transition, going from fearsome and horrifying to 

heroic and charming. While he mentions this change, he doesn’t really show it, so I wasn’t able 

to see just how extensive this was until I found an article written by Amanda Boyd. Boyd lays 

out her article in a way that we see each major piece of vampire literature and film be analyzed 

to the point where change in the perception of the vampire is visible. It’s the analysis that helps 

the readers get a general reasoning on why society desires a new vampire ever so often. 

Throughout these transition years the public saw variations of vampires ranging from being 

laughable, frightening, or sleek and suave. With the change of times came new points of view on 

the vampire that created the need to give the immortal beings a nemesis. 

(Frank): I can understand that. The idea that something practically immortal is running around 

doing whatever it wants is terrifying. 

(Destiny): EXACTLY! The vampire has gone through multiple personality changes, but the root 

of the vampire is consistent. It is always immortal or long living, it's always strong, and it’s 

always virtually indestructible. We know that vampires from folklore were treated as powerful 

beings with very few weaknesses and even fewer enemies. I feel that would naturally make one 



 

curious and start thinking about what the vampire would truly be capable of. It might also make 

someone question if the vampire would be as powerful against something that had similar 

supernatural abilities. I mean think about it, their special abilities would cancel each other out. 

The playing field would be completely evened out! Who wouldn’t want to see that happen? 

(Gurjinder): So going back to the rivalry, we know the rivalry didn’t always exist. So where 

exactly does the rivalry come from?  If you believe that the rivalry between vampire and 

werewolf comes from or is rooted mythology, you’d be mistaken. In fact, a lot of individual 

vampire lore has roots in mythology and a lot of individual werewolf lore also has its roots in 

mythology, but popular lore and mythology doesn’t suggest any type of rivalry between the two 

originating within mythology. I know it sounds confusing but bear with me. Vampires are 

believed to roam the night as evil creatures searching for people in order to feast on their blood, 

however just as there are many different characteristics of vampires there are just as many 

vampire legends. The main characteristics that all legends agree on however is that vampires 

drink human blood with their sharp fangs. And according to the History Channel in an article on 

Vampire history, the first vampire may be traced to Greek mythology in which a young Italian 

man named Ambrogio fell in love with a woman named Selena. In the myth, Ambrogio visits the 

sun god Apollo who he asks for help, Apollo wanting Selena for himself curses Ambrogio by 

causing his skin to burn whenever it’s exposed to sunlight. Ambrogio unsure of what to do visits 

the god of the underworld, Hades and then the goddess of the hunt, Artemis for their help. 

Ambrogio ends up stealing Artemis’ silver bow to fulfill a deal he made with Hades, which 

results in Artemis cursing Ambrogio so silver would burn his skin in addition to the sunlight. 

Artemis later felt pity for Ambrogio and gave him super strength, immortality, and fangs to kill 

beasts so that Ambrogio could use their blood to write love poems to Selena. Selena eventually 



 

escaped Apollo and was reunited with Ambrogio, who was told by Artemis that he could make 

Selena immortal just like him if he drank her blood. This would kill her body but allow her spirit 

to live on and their combined blood could turn anyone who drank it into a vampire.  

(George): That’s an interesting legend from Greek mythology. Greek mythology really does 

seem to have an answer to everything, and to think the legend of the first vampire could actually 

originate from Greek mythology, who knew?  

(Gurjinder): Yeah I found that interesting too. I assumed a lot of the earliest legends came from 

middle ages Europe in which various countries had their own legend of the vampire such as the 

vampire legend from the Ottoman Empire of Vlad the Impaler who enjoyed impaling his 

enemies on wooden stakes and then dining amongst the dying victims while dipping his bread in 

their blood or the legends of middle ages Europe where disease ran rampant and anyone with 

unfamiliar physical or emotional illness was labeled a vampire. So I was surprised to find out 

that the original legend of the vampire could originate from Greek mythology. There’s also the 

possibility that the origin of the werewolf also originates in Greek Mythology as well, however 

it’s unclear if this is so. According to the History Channel once again, in an article on the history 

of the werewolf titled History of the Werewolf Legend, Werewolves made an appearance in 

Greek Mythology with the Legend of Lycaon. According to the legend, Lycaon was the son of 

Pelasgus who served the god Zeus a meal made from a sacrificed boy which greatly angered 

Zeus. As a punishment Zeus turned Lycaon and his sons into wolves. Some scholars believe that 

the werewolf made its debut in the oldest western prose The Epic of Gilgamesh in which 

Gilgamesh rejected a potential lover because she had turned a previous lover into a werewolf. 

Additionally, other lore and legend include those of the Nordic in which a story titled The Saga 

of Volsungs tells of a father and son who find wolf pelts that had the power to turn someone into 



 

a wolf for ten days. The father and son transform into wolves and go on a killing rampage in the 

forest resulting in the father attacking the son and striking a lethal blow. The son survived in the 

end due to a raven giving the father a feather with healing powers. And other legends speak of 

werewolves as shapeshifters such as those found in Native American tribes such as the Mohawk 

and Navajo.  

(George): That’s all very interesting, it seems there’s a lot of differences between the different 

ways that someone could transform into a werewolf but it seems that vampires it’s all the same, 

through sucking and draining a humans blood.  

(Destiny): Yeah that’s pretty interesting. 

(Gurjinder): I agree. It’s also interesting to see how over the centuries how much werewolves 

have changed, or at least our perception of what makes a werewolf. Of course now in order to 

turn into a werewolf you’d have to be bitten by a werewolf and also could only transform into a 

werewolf from the light of the full moon.  

(Frank): Yeah, it’s possible that has to do with how much culture around vampires and 

werewolves has changed. I know there are plenty of books and films that have influenced how 

we view vampires today as Destiny mentioned earlier... is it possible it’s the same with 

werewolves?  

(Gurjinder): That’s definitely a possibility. The earliest vampire movies actually didn’t depict 

much of werewolves to begin with but there’s definitely a progression from once the werewolf 

was introduced in films until now. The earliest movies such as Prana Films Studio’s Nosferatu 

which came out in 1921 and Universal Studios Dracula which came out 1931 strictly followed 

the story of Dracula from Bram Stoker’s book. In addition to these two several other movies over 

the years only followed the story of the vampire until 1941 with the release of Universal Studios 



 

The Wolf Man which Lon Chaney, Jr. played the character of Larry Talbot who was a werewolf 

known as Wolf Man. Universal Studios had released a previous werewolf film in 1935 titled 

Werewolf of London, but it found little success. The Wolf Man on the other hand was a major 

attraction for horror fans in the 1940’s due to Lon Chaney, Jr.’s portrayal of Wolf Man much like 

Bela Lugosi’s portrayal of Dracula in Dracula (1931). 

(George): That’s very interesting that an actor can make or break how successful a movie is. 

(Gurjinder): I agree! It’s definitely something to look at, casting can go a long way and if 

people don’t like the actor it seems the movie finds little success. But moving back to the The 

Wolf Man: Because The Wolf Man was so successful, Universal Studios actually then released 

House of Frankenstein in 1944 in which there was shared screen time of both the vampire and 

werewolf along Frankenstein's monster. In the movie Lon Chaney, Jr. continued to play as Wolf 

Man and the actor John Carradine played the role of Dracula. And then a year later, Universal 

Studios released House of Dracula in 1945 as a sequel to House of Frankenstein. In the movie 

the screen time was once again shared by actor Lon Chaney, Jr. as Wolf Man and John Carradine 

as Dracula. However, in this film, both Wolf Man and Dracula are tired of their supernatural 

afflictions and seek out a doctor hoping that the doctor can cure them. Both movies were so 

successful in the way they brought the creatures of the night together in a monster mashup that 

three years later Universal Studios released one last film to conclude their vampire series, and 

this was the comedy-horror film Abbott and Costello Meet Frankenstein in 1948. However, in 

this film John Carradine didn’t play the role of Dracula but rather the role went to Bela Lugosi 

which drew in mass audiences. In this movie Wolf Man battles Dracula in which the resulting 

battle both are presumed to have died. It seems like a rivalry did exist between Wolf Man and 

Dracula in these three movies but these moves were just part of one studios film series and the 



 

idea didn’t catch on of an actual well-established rivalry between vampires and werewolves until 

decades later and it could be said that the origin of the vampire and werewolf rivalry are rooted 

in films and books and not legends and mythology of the past. The emergence of two of the most 

popular film series to be released since are definitely the Underworld films and the Van Helsing 

films which have further helped shape the rivalry between the vampire and the werewolf.  

(Destiny): I agree, do you feel as if the Underworld films portray the vampire and werewolf 

accordingly? 

(George): First off let me say the Underworld movie series are great. The first one being my 

favorite of all of them.  The film does a great job giving a twist to the vampire versus werewolf 

rivalry and it’s pretty impressive. The idea of the main character Selene being a vampire hunter 

searching and taking down lycans who are an ancient species of werewolf is a classic. With this 

being said I feel as if right off the bat Underworld definitely relates to the vampire and werewolf 

myth. The vampires in Underworld are strong and powerful with fangs that descend down from 

their mouths at the sign of trouble or conflict and are fearless and incredibly brave. As for the 

lycans, when angered completely transform into a horrifying beast and are commonly depicted as 

hairy and frightening half man half werewolves. All of these aspects including the hate for one 

another definitely relate to a rivalry between the two. I also love the fact that the movie really 

focused on the whole backstory of the ancient vampires and werewolves in Underworld in order 

to give us a true understanding of their hate for each other. Even in other modern films such as 

Twilight the werewolves and vampires are sworn enemies, which furthermore depicts of a rivalry 

between vampires and werewolves. Although, the werewolves in Twilight are much different 

than the ones in Underworld as they are huge sized wolves opposed to half man half wolf found 



 

in Underworld but still share the same hatred for one another. *Laughs* But enough of Twilight 

let's get back on topic with Underworld. 

(Gurjinder): What important aspects of Underworld do you feel are similar or different to that 

of other known vampires or vampire lore?  

(George): The whole story behind Selene’s reason for hunting the lycans and her past is one of 

the most remarkable aspects of the film series. In Underworld, Selene’s family was murdered by 

lycans over 600 years ago when she was a child. This pushed Selene to become a lycan hunter 

out for revenge. But later on in the movie she is baffled when she becomes aware of ancient 

conspiracies from elder vampires in her clan and the hated lycans not knowing that there is a 

whole backside to Selene’s own life she did not know about. Underworld and the context of the 

film relate to other vampires not solely because of the werewolf rivalry but because there is a 

plot that the vampire must execute. In Dracula for example, the story isn’t based around 

vampires versus werewolves but there are still issues that Count Dracula faces such Van Helsing 

and other characters wanting to stop him from purchasing real estate in populated areas and 

continually feasting on humans and wreaking havoc in the lives of those he affected. With that 

being said vampires throughout history have always had a plot and a conflict just as there is in 

Underworld. 

(Gurjinder): Dracula the novel is much different than Underworld I must say. The Underworld 

movie is much more modern than the conflict and plot of Dracula. With all the effects and 

intensity it’s undeniably much more exciting than Bram Stokers depiction of a vampire. 

(George): *Chuckles* You’re definitely right about it being way more exciting! 

 (Destiny):  I see what you mean when you refer to the vampire stories of Dracula and 

Underworld being similar in that both the vampires had reasons for doing things for personal 



 

gain. In Selene’s case in Underworld it was revenge, for Dracula it was wanting to drain and 

feast on as many people as he could.  

(George): Yes exactly, it keeps the legend alive by giving us the interesting common myth of a 

bloodthirsty vampire and it just so happens that there’s a werewolf presence within Underworld 

that challenges this notion.  

(Frank): You know... I never knew how renowned Van Helsing’s background was in the 

vampire universe. It wasn’t until recently reading Bram Stoker’s Dracula that I knew where his 

character originated from. You always hear that movie adaptations nowadays don’t necessarily 

follow the character’s backstory that they have in novels, and this is a perfect example. The Van 

Helsing I know is the one that was portrayed by Hugh Jackman in the 2004 movie Van Helsing, 

and he is nothing like the Van Helsing in Bram Stoker’s Dracula. But I’m definitely a big fan of 

the Van Helsing movie. It’s one of those movies that I could watch anytime if it’s on TV and it 

also happens to be a movie where a strong vampire vs werewolf rivalry is depicted. The film 

includes many of the famous gothic fiction characters we all know, such as Frankenstein’s 

monster and Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, but, the main villain of the film is none other than Count 

Dracula. The role of the werewolf in the Van Helsing film is also interesting. Early in the film, 

the werewolf is being hunted by a group of Romanian villagers led by Prince Velkan and 

Princess Anna. 

 (George): Coincidentally the actress that plays Princess Anna, Kate Beckingsale, actually 

comes from Underworld fame. She was casted as the female action star for the genre during this 

time.  

(Frank): That’s true, she is definitely an action horror film icon for her portrayals in both films... 

As I was saying, the villagers that were hunting the werewolf were planning to capture and kill 



 

the beast, but they were no match for the werewolf. We get to see how strong, fast, and ferocious 

the werewolf is shown to be in the movie. To make the situation worse, Prince Velkan is 

attacked by the werewolf and tackled off a high cliff and into a river. In the fight scene, the 

Prince appears to shoot the werewolf with a silver bullet as he’s being tackled into the river, but 

they never resurface. We later learn that the Prince was infected with the werewolf virus during 

the attack, but did manage to kill the original werewolf. Shortly after, Van Helsing is introduced 

as a monster-hunter employed secretly by the Vatican, and he’s assigned the case of defeating 

Count Dracula. It’s believed by the Vatican that Princess Anna is the last survivor of her house 

and that her ancestors would not go to heaven if revenge is not taken against Dracula, who has 

haunted her family and people for centuries. Van Helsing relies on advanced weaponry for the 

time, such as an automatic crossbow, handheld buzzsaw, and grappling-hook gun, which he’s 

able to use in defeating the likes of Dr. Jekyll and the wives of Dracula. But he quickly finds that 

those weapons are no match for Dracula himself. He’s only able to defeat Dracula after he’s 

infected with the werewolf virus during a battle with the Prince Velkan werewolf. In the fight 

scene with the Prince, his chest is slashed by the werewolf, showing that the werewolf venom is 

not only in its fangs but also its claws. Van Helsing is described as the left hand of god which 

comes into play in our finding that werewolves are the most dangerous foes of vampires in many 

films and shows. He can defeat Dracula only by becoming a werewolf because only then can 

Dracula’s powers be matched. The biggest kept secret in the film, and by Dracula himself, is that 

the werewolf virus is his only weakness. This got me thinking about other times we’ve seen 

werewolves being used as Dracula’s deadliest rival. It quickly reminded me of the plot of the 

Showtime series Penny Dreadful. It aired from 2014 through 2016 and sort of flew under the 

radar. It’s a great series in my opinion, so I highly recommend it. The show features Bram Stoker 



 

greats like Van Helsing, Mina Murray, and Renfield, but also adds other horror greats such as 

Lucifer, Dorian Gray and the wife of Frankenstein. Although Van Helsing is featured in the TV 

series, his character takes a back seat to the character of “Ethan Lawrence Talbot” as the main 

vampire and demon hunter, who is an American gunslinger and portrayed by actor Josh Hartnett. 

He’s essentially an American werewolf in London... and this is an ode to the popular 1981 film 

by the same name. If the name of Ethan Lawrence Talbot rings a bell, it’s because it’s a 

reference to “Larry Talbot, Jr.”, which is the name of the character in the 1941 horror classic: 

The Wolf Man which we mentioned earlier. The show’s creators drew their inspiration from 

several classic horror films. Ethan is cursed with ly-can-thropy which was plagued onto him by a 

Native American werewolf and head shaman, something we’ve seen similarly depicted for the 

backstory of the wolves in the Twilight series. Ethan is cursed by the shaman after he helps 

massacre his tribe during the American Indian Wars. The shaman somehow forms a bond with 

Ethan and sees him as his son because he sees in him something special: the ability to fight 

against evil. Ethan, is prophesized as being “Lupus Dei”, which in Latin means “Wolf of God.” 

It is told that he was cast down by god to fight against evil creatures. These evil creatures are 

none other than Lucifer and Dracula. 

(George): This is all very interesting. It’s interesting the different takes that films have had on 

the vampire and werewolf rivalry and how different the Underworld series are from the Van 

Helsing series to those of other series. But one thing seems to remain constant, that after the first 

few decades of popular vampire movies and the emergence of werewolf movies that a rivalry 

was forged on the screen and it remains the case today.  

(Destiny): I agree, it’s all very interesting and I wonder how much more the rivalry will evolve 

and what the next big vampire versus werewolf movie will be.  



 

(Gurjinder): Well listeners, that’s all the time we have for today. We hope you enjoyed learning 

about the history of the vampire and werewolf and the emerged rivalry between the two depicted 

in popular films over the decades. Signing off.  

(Frank): Goodbye! 

(George): Farewell! 

(Destiny): Until next time!  
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