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• 'A Warning for Fair Women' is an anonymous domestic tragedy published in 

1599, based on the real-life murder of George Sanders in 1573.

• The play was performed by Shakespeare's theatre troupe, The King's Men 

(called The Chamberlain's Men at the time of the performance), and was likely 

staged at the Globe Theatre.

• The play has remained relatively obscure, with no modern editions currently in 

print; available versions are not student-friendly.

• The play features unique elements such as:

• References to divination and the occult

• A glimpse inside the Renaissance domestic sphere

• Several on-stage special effects, such as spontaneously bleeding 

wounds

• An on-stage hanging, a relatively rare element in Renaissance 

drama at the time of publication

• The aim of this endeavor was to create an accessible version of “A Warning 

for Fair Women” in the hopes that it will be a valuable addition to the study of 

Renaissance drama.

Background

Methodology

• The challenge of transcribing this play was in making it both as accurate and 

as accessible as possible.

• The main areas of focus in producing this edition were: 

• The careful transcription and modernization of the text

• The addition of helpful footnotes in order to define archaic terms 

and references

• A large part of this process involved examining the original text and identifying 

words or phrases which might be difficult for the modern reader to 

understand.

• Most terms were defined using the Oxford English Dictionary, but several 

outside resources were consulted, such as Morris Palmer Tilley's A Dictionary 

of the Proverbs in England in the 16th and 17th Centuries.

• The process also involved discussing possible questions students might have 

about the themes and events of the play in the hopes of addressing these 

questions in an introduction or adding context in the footnotes.
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Results

• The play has been fully transcribed, enriched with footnotes defining archaic terms and references, and 

is in the process of being put into modernized English.

• The play has received an advance publication contract from the University of Nebraska editorial board.

• The Attending to Early Modern Women conference, held by the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, has 

expressed interest in doing a live round-table reading of the play.
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Conclusions

Original Transcription Transcription with edited 

spelling and footnotes

“Ludus, luctus, luxus: The Fruits of 

Drunkenness” from Whitney’s Choice of 

Emblemes, exemplifying the indulgent 

behavior associated with a surfeit 

Oxford English Dictionary results for 

the word “surfeit,” which is used in 

the example page above

Completed footnote for the word “surfeit,” with 

contextual information added for clarity


