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The vasic questions of this 110-page study z2re: In an aze
of feminist revival, a2 time when conflicting pressures seek to
mold a young woman, how does she perceive the traditional forces,
the alternative forces, and herself? What patterns of develop-
ment are necessary for a younz woman to grow in the direction
of her highest potential?

The author chose the interview as the instrument of study
because it is personal and flexible, appropriate for initial
study in which the object is to broaden understanding rather
than to prove a point, Six white, middle-class, high-school-
age wonmen from two-parent homes in the Houston area were inter-
viewed for about two hours each,

The introduction explains the factors that led the author
to do such research, and the methodology and content of the
interviews. (The interview questions themselves are presented
in an appendix.) The author discusses the basic assumptions
and expectations with which she began.,

The reports of the interviews follow in narrative form,

In the conclusion, the author discusses the interview find-
ings; she had anticipated most of them but a few are quite sur-
prising, These, she recommends, along with other questions
arising in the study, should form the basis for further re-
search; she notes methodological changes that should take place
in future study.

The author makes clear her bias (commitment to feminism),
She defends the usefulness of her work to political science:
“If we care about the problems of our societly, and if we see
these young women as interesting, intelligent people who could
contribute to the society and play a role in solving its prob-
lems, then we must be concerned about their individual growth.”

The author is a candidate for lay, 1972, graduation from
University of Houston, with a Bachelor of Arts degree in

ne
olitical science.
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INTRODUCTION

Believing that adolescence is a time wh2n most younz women,
if confronted with feminist ideas, still have the chance to
choosze an alternative that is fuller and richer than the tradi-
tional feminine role, I have been working on a book that would
present feminism to the teen-age woman, In preparation, I have
studied work that has been done in attitude-change, social psy-
chology, and political socialization, including Rokeach's The
Open and Closed liind, Smith, Bruner and White's Opinions and
Personality, and Lane's Political Ideolozvy and Politic2al Think-
inz and Consciousness. These studies gave me only hints about
the formation of ideas, the interrelationship of personal, re-
ligious, moral and political concepts, and the possibilities

of change in the teen-age woman,

llost research into political socialization, as well as into
the effects of personality and personal background on political
involvement, has centered on the male experience, With the re-
birth of the feminist movement, ideas abound concerning the
socialization and formation of the female, Iliany of these ideas
can be summed up in Arlie Hochschild's statement, "How girls are
brought up has a lot to do with how women are brought down."
Beginning research has revealed that societal expectations of
the female role are transmitted through family, schools, churches,
and the media; but very liitle research has been done on the way
young women perceive these expectations or how they have their
effect.

I decided to take a few steps in the direction of such re-
search, because I felt that even a small amount of study would
give me many clues about how best to reach high school women
with feminist ideas, In addition, my work could serve as a
springhoard for further research into the development of person-
hood in young women,



I decided to use the interview as the instrument of study,
because it is personal and flexible, appropriate for initial
study in which the object is to broaden understanding rather
than to prove a point. The interview is not a psychoanalytic
probe; it does not attempt survey analysis, It is a tool for
gaining insight for further research,

This study, like the book I've been writing, assumes that
the ideal for each person is to hecome as full an individual as
she possibly can., To be strong and competent, flexible, inda-
pendent, creative, self-aware, and in community with other in-
dividuals is the i1deal. Allport speaks of the process of "be-
coming characteristically human at all stages of development...
the formation of an individual style of life that is self-aware, -
self-critical, and self-enhancing.,"

Maslow suggests that there is a hierarchy of needs that
must be satisfied in order for an individual to approach the
ideal, or, in his terms, to become self-actualizing. First, of
course, are survival and safety needs. Next are social needs,
the needs for love and affection, accompanied by nzeds for self-
esteem and a sense of worth and dignity. Only as these needs
are satisfied, he believes, can a person start to meet the need
for self-actualization and fulfillment of potential,

The tragzedy for many women is that even the first need, for
survival and safety, is often filled only in a precarious way.
It has been considered healthy and normal for a woman to remain
dependent on someone else for food, clothing, and shelter. Her
career has been something to fall back on "in case, God forbdid,
you ever have to support yourself," ILane mentions that "Sears
has explored thne need for dependency in children, finding it a
notive that leads girls to achieve an appropriate feminine role,
but leads boys to social maladjustment." IicClelland's cross-
cultural research, reported in his book The Achieving Society,
has shown that boys who exhibit the need for achievement are




likely to have families, esvecially mothers, who encourage inde-
pendence, It is likely that research would show that indepen-
dence and need for achievement correlate in women as well, [Nei-
ther of these qualities, however, has been considered part of
the "appropriate feminine role." But unless a woman feels capable
of satisfying her most basic needs by herself, she often finds
it impossible to satisfy her need for self-esteem, worth, and
dignity. This is why, although I do not believe a career is

the assurance of a woman's liberation, I believe the ability to
see oneself as self-gufficient, doing some kind of enjoyable
work, is a necessary component of becoming a full person., A
young woman's attitudes and the emotional tone of her life are
as important as a career itself, Perhaps the concept of “voca-
tion," a calling, is important here,

A political cosmology is another component of personhood,
Seeing oneself in relation to the world at large, to other people,
and to the workings of power and change is essential, It is
important that a person see herself not only as part of this
larger world, but as an effective or potentially effective part
of it.

This study assumes, then, that ideally, each interviewee
will see herself as loved and worthy, capable and strong; she
will be self-sufficient and independent, yet she will be an
aware participant in relationships with others and in political
life.

A young woman's expectations concerning her future are as-
sumed to be an indicator of her likelihood of becoming a full
person; but they must be balanced with the realities of her
present life., I assume that for a well-integrated individual,
there will be some correlation between what she likes to do,
wvhat makes her comfortable, what she does a lot, and what she
sees herself doing in the future. A person who has great dis-
crepancies in her responses will be expected to have difficulties



realizing her full potential, although these difficulties could
be minimized by awareness of the inconsistencies,

The questions of the study become clear, In an age of fem-
inist revival, a time when conflicting pressures szek to mold a
young woman, how does she perceive the traditional forces, the
alternative forces, and herself? Wwhat patterns of development
are necessary for a young woman to grow in the direction of her
highest potential?

vlorking from the above assumptions and questions, I attempted
to develop an interview schedule that would aid me in discovering
a young wonan's personal background, religious beliefs, political
interest, sense of efficacy, relation to authority, and sense of
identity as a woman and as a person, Other interviews that have
been done with males and with adults contain very few questiocns
that are transferable to the young female's experience,

Some gquestions on family, homelife, religion, sex education
and dating would of course be asked in a similar way of males and
females, but their significance may be much zreater for females
who are often expected--and aware they are expected--to invest
much more of their life energies in these spheres and to be more
deeply affected by them than are males,

I developed a "what do you like to do?" and "when are you
comfortable and happy?" series of questions to reveal the life-
style that was important to the person. I was interested here
too in the complexity, imagination and detail of her answer,
and the tie-in between her comfortable times, her everyday life,
and her expectations of the future.

The woman's feelings about beauty contests, and her relation-
ships with her best friends, with adult women she would like to
be like, and with women in general, were important to explore,
because they are indicators of her own self-concept and of her
likelihood to see her problems as class protlems rather than as
individual struggles., Her understanding, identification with,



and feelings about the wowen's liberation movement were interesting
to examine alongside her feelings about her own personal rola,
Autononmy, self-sufficiency, and desire to achieve were explored
throuzh questions about cducation, school activities, dating, and
the Tuture,

I included questions referring to power struggles between
students and school officials and between children and parents
because I belicecved they would indicate much about a teen-age wo-
nan's political attitudes, Questions specifically dealing with
the actual activities of women in the political arena--ecspecially
young wonen--would lead to an understanding of her role~identifi-
cation, her likelihood to see herself as a political person, and
her sense of efficacy,

I placed questions on sex, dating, and relationships with
nen anong the questions on political opinions in order to ex-
plore the relationship between a woman's perception of proper
roles for men and women and her likelihood of political involve-
ment., An example of this type of question is: "“Conrad Chisholm,
Shirley's husband, has taken a leave from his job to do back-
ground work and make sure she eats right, gets to her appoint-
ments on time, and other supportive duties to help her become
president. Would you like to be married to a man like that?"

As I stated earlier, I conducted these interviews in order
t0o gain insiznht, not to prove anything. But I did have expec-
tations about the results I would get from certain questions,

I expected that, considering the social climate in which

the interviews took place, I would find ambivalence and confusion
in high school women over whether to identify with the traditional
feminine role or to launch out in search of new alternatives., I
expected that some high school women would solve the dilemmna by
not identifying with women at all, I expected some evidence of
the much publicized female "will to fail" on which Matina Horner -
has done so much research.



I expected to find much agreement with the basic social
goals of the women's movemant, little understanding of the subtler
struggles against sexism, especially on the psychological level,
and gquite a bit of disapproval of "women's liberation" as a
phrase. I expected this because it seems to be the general
pattern of public opinion, but I was unsure of the reasoning be-
hind it and I hoped to understand the attitude better through
the interviews., I expected that the women I interviewed would
get along with other women on a superficial level but would
subtly express competition and dislike for +then,

I anticipated some discomfort around men or even hostility
toward them. It seemed that such feelings might be revressed
and expressed in roundabout ways, or they mizht be understood,
qualified, and accepted, I expected that women who had a good
feeling about their sexual selves, an understanding of the ex-
ploitation that does take place between men and women, and ex-
perience with men who respected them would be more likely 1o be
feminists than would women who were insecure about their femin-~
inity and worried about gaining male affection. Hany variables
are interacting here and it seemed that various combinations of
them would result in nontraditional women,

I anticipated that one general tone of personhood would cover
most aspects of an individual's life, If confidence and expecta-
tion of achievement or fear and uncertainty set the tone for any
aspect of a person's life, they would color all aspects, personal,
social, and political,

I expected that a person's attitudes would be similar in
various areas; for example, religious conservatism, political
cautiousness, and acceptance of the traditional feminine role
would cluster. I expected that a sense of personal efficacy
would carry over into other areas of life, correlating highly
with political efficacy.

I expected that, as the psychologists tell us, childhood
experiences would have an effect on later development. I ex-



pected that a little tomboy whose parents were achievers and who
had sirong female role models would be more likely to grow up to
be a nontraditional woman than would a little girl who played
dolls, wore ruffles, and stayed close to a housewife mother,

These expectations and the results will be discussed in
the conclusion,

I interviewed a total of six high-school-age women, each
for about two hours, Each person came to me at the suggestion
of a teacher, friend, or older sister or brother who knows me,
These sources of interviewees are all somewhat sympathetic to
women's liberation, so there is a likelihood that the women I
talked with may be more aware of women's issues than some other
young women would be., Although my only criterion in looking
for interviewees was that they be of high school age, all six
women are white, middle-~class, from two-parent homes in the
Houston area, All have siblings. All attend school. They are
in good health, although Jeannine, Tommie, Pat and Susan get
headaches from nervousness and pressure,

The interviews took place at my home, at the dining room
table, where I offered refreshments and tried to make the parson
feel at home, Before the interview, I explained that I was do-
ing research at the university about how people develop their
ideas; most of them also knew, through the contact person, that
I have been working on a book for teen-age women, I explained
that the interview was confidential (all names are changed),
that they could refuse to answer any question, and that there
were no right or wrong answers to any question., HNone of them
objected to a hidden tape recorder which took dovmn the interview,

My interview approach was open, and I "played dumb" quite
a bit in an attempt to get the person to explain more to me, to
keep from threatening her or swaying her to some preconceived
notion of what she should say. I was careful to respect the
privacy of each person; I did not try to force anyone to tell me



anything if she seemed reluctant to do so, For the most part,
this approach was effective, 1 feel, however, that with more ex-
perience I would learn to recognize times when I should ask more
direct questions, assuming that "of course" a person does or be-
lieves a certain "unacceptable" thing.,

Here I would like to mention the few responses to interview
questions that were similar for most of the women in the sample,
All the women were unable to remember certain aspects of their
childhood, their early schooling, or their sex education. One
insisted that "all at once one day I was just thirteen or four-
teen," However, they were sure that for all but one of -them it
was common to see their mothers dressing, bathing, and so on;
for none of them was it common to see their fathers, As Susan
said, "There's a little taboo there." Jeannine said this is
*"kinda bad" because she was shocked when she first saw an adult
male body. The others accept this as “the way things are,"

All the women were at least vaguely aware of the abortion
campaign and the actions of Debbie Sweet and Carol Feraci; all
recognized the name of Shirley Chisholm and were able to make
some comment about the women's liberation movenent., All could
be described as liberal in some ways, but conservative in others,
The case of Soni Romans was highly salient for all of them.

Tneir feelings about sexual morality, relationship to authority,
standing up for one's rights, getting by, and being in the pub-
lic spotlight were brought out by this question,

All but one of the women were ambivalent about having chil-
dren, All expressed feelings of closeness and noncompetitiveness
toward their girlfriends, though most of them have only a few
really close friends and all of them expressed hostility toward
other women when they were off guard. Jeannine described her
friends: "When I need them they're there, and it's equal between
me and them.” An ideal friend is loyal above 2ll,



Although several of these young women suggest this career
or that as possibilities for their futures, one of the most in-
triguing similarities they exhibit, one we will consider again
later, is their inability to envision their adult futures.
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Jeannine is a sixteen-year-old junior in hizh school, built
larse, Jwanty evira vnounds sseem to hide an attractive, master-
Fful individual, iler blondish hair is lonz but not stylish, and
her glasses are not mod., She wears no make-up because "if they
can't accept me for who I an, forget it." She is pleasant and
willing to talk with me, but nervous; she seems relieved when I
tell her this is my first interview and I'm nervous too.

From the source wiho introduced me to Jeannine, I have
learned that her parcnts have had many marital problems, that
Jher father recently had an emotional or nervous breakdown, that
her mother is uniiappy in many ways. The parents questioned the
source extensively about the interview to make sure that I would
not bve "pryinz" (the only vparents to do so) but they did not
take up my offer to discuss the interview with them. During the
interview, Jeannine hesitated to answer many of the questions
about her family, but was quite open on most of the others.,

She has lived in the same house and neigntorhood all her
life, and says she "doesn't mind." Thz father works; and the
mother and Jeannine (and her older sister when shzs lived a%
nome) clean ,house, cook, etc. 3She describes her family as not
very close and arzuing 2 lot, but says that if someone was in
trouble they would all come to help. Vhen she was little they
ware very affectionate, hugging and kissing, and this was
important to her. iHer parents are very lenient, but she is
"afraid they'll kill her" if she does something wrong, such
as get preznant, On the other hand, her parents have no goals
for her; "By the time I grow up I should have the knowledge and
responsibility to know what's right and wrong and be adle to taje
care of myself," ILater the interview reveals that marriage and
rnotharhood are really the only acceptable future for her fron
ner parents' standpoint; her mother is anxious to have grand-
children, Other than that, her parents do not seem /to care
what happens to her,
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er sister,nine years older, is the most impor*ant pe
in her life., *“I always look uvm to her, she understands me." She
renemvers ha2r sister as the person who took care of her whein she
vas litsle, Before she besgan school, she tried to imitate aer
straisnt-A sister's worl;, and she started first grade wnhen she
was four. At scihool, however, she was measured against her sister
and found wanting, a situation that caused tension until she changed
from her parochial school to a public school where no one knew
her sister, Shec is somewhat disappointed in ner sister nowadays,
both because her sister gave up trying for 2 nursing career and
because she does not follow the wife-mother role very much, But
wnen older, she would 1like to be like her sister, "open-minded,
with cormon sense; she knows what she wants and goes after it.*

Jeannine expresses many traits of strength and independence,
As a child, she played mostly with boys, partly because her
sister was the only other girl in the neighborhood at most times,
Her favorite toy was a tommy gun given to her by a favorite uncle
("I think my father threw it away") as well as a Dick Tracy set,
She enjoyed baseball and tree climbing, and disliked playing dolls
or games such as mother-may-I or red rover. In a scornful voice,
she says, "I wasn't too interested in fairy tales, they Jjust
didn't turn me on, like Cinderella and Snow White and Little Red
Riding Hood." Like the boys, she often went without a shirt,

At the parochial elementary school she attended, many of
her classmates had older siblings in school with her sister.,
They would make comments about the sister, "and I'd go beat ‘em
up; they weren't gonna talk about my sister while I was standing

therel”

Jeannine was the first girl at her hizh school to join ROTC
and relates that she would take orders from the zuys, "but I was
kinda insubordinate, when they'd give me an order and I didn't
like the order." She was recently passed over for a promotion
to platoon sergeant which was given instead to the girlfriend
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of the bavtitalion comnander, “And I felt very slighted, and very
very nurt, because I felt I descrved i+, because I had been in
there lonzer and I had nelped to train ner..." 3he feels she
would be nuch nore effectiive at this job than llary, who "dozsn

",

iave too iwcih leadsrship ablility, she's too 22sy7oins,,. she lets

57
then have their owm way, they're not under ccntrol, they're very
1

Jeannine conmes from a religious backzround but rebelled
against the parochilal school and has an independent theolozy.
She rarely zoes to church but prays on her owvn "because I feel
that I personally anm tallking to God, and not throuzh a pastor..,
There's a lot of things I do that might be considered wrong

33

-~

against ny religion, yet I don't feel that I'm comnittinz any-
thing wrong., I ask God to understand me a3 a human being, I
just talkk to hin as I do a normal person,., Today's times are
not the same as biblical times,.,.." This %od is neither male nor
female, 3he thinks the Jesus freaks are "far-fetched" and "weird",
She has “"always been a little mad that {they blamed it on Eve...

If Adam didn't want to take that apple, he didn't have tol"

Jeannine is impressed with and supportive of the actions
of Debbie Sweet and Carol Feraci, "That's their opinion, and to
ne a president should listen to the people..,. Jjust in courtesy
and decency he should listen to +them,.." She doesn't taink
the women were discourteous or seexXing publiciity. "An everyday,
normal person, they just do it to be heard.," FRizht now she is
"too chicken" to do something like this, but "I'd like to be
able to tell him what I think." If she did, it would shock her
fanily and friends, "because right now I don't express my opinion
very ruch because I don't kxnow what they're soinz to think,..
but in 2 matter where it's really important I don't think I'd
care too nuch abtout what they thouzht."
would be no law azainst abortion, Jeannine says,

Fa )

sh
hacauze of the freedom of individuals to wnalie d2cisions, This

sentinent 1s echoed when she explains why che, like 3oni, would
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take the Channelview schoolboard to court: "It's none of their
business, it's their own free will,.. a lot of times teen-agers
have more sense than some of these adults do."” Soni's class-
mates should not have been suspended for furthering their edu-
cations by going to court; and the suggestion that their parents
could have faked illness excuses for them upsets her. It is

bad for the kids'records to be messed up, but the parents should
fight the school to keep them from being suspended at all, Jean-
nine thinks "the schoolboard is cracked" for trying to keep kids
from discussing sex., "Sex is something that is just open, Back
then it was talked about behind closed doors, but now it is open.”
She goes to school with pregnant students, married and unmarried,
and feels this is just a normal part of life,

She has steadily dated one boy for quite a while, and since
the first date, she says proudly, she and a girlfriend have ar-
ranged everything, each detail of where they go and when, When
asked how she feels about this, she replies, "It doesn't really
bother me, because sometimes boys just can't think." She is
as likely to pay for a date as he is,

Recently, Jeannine was kicked out of ROTC for skipping school
one day with her boyfriend, Her mother is helping her challenge
this punishment, and for this she thinks her mother is "great,"
The dean has told her that she will be expelled if one more in-
cident occurs, but this threat has been made before and she is
having her name sent in on the absentee list just to challenge
the rule, ®just for meanness."

Jeannine disapproves of marches and demonstrations because
she believes that individual action is "better;" but she does
not believe there should be a law against marches because "if
they did that they might as well take the constitution away...
it's the freedom of the people."
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Jeannine has an ezalita she liked changzing

to mublic school "beczuse I wag treated equally, not any better
or worse," She is a C-student wiwo has nade saveral P's; "I naver
have thousznht much of naxiny siraisat A's, btiz deal, malke your
parenits hanyy but... I've just heen happy as ions as 1've been
passiny and I learn a2 few things." A good teacher is one who

i
"doesn't think she's any better than the students," who 1is

ratient, who "talks to vou on your level."

&

"I feel a wvioman {in politics) could do just as good as a
nman," she says; "sometines these men nake a bigger mess than
what a woian could do." She is one of the few women interviewed
who belleve that sexual arousal happens at about the same rate
for boys and girls, She feels both have equal responsibility
to hold the line, that they should discuss this, plan how far
they want to go, ard know the consegquences for each of them,
“If you love sonmeone, she says, "sex is okay." If she zot
preznant right now she would run away and try to nake it on
her ovn, because "Icouldn't stand living the rest of my life
knowinz he may not have married me for love, he married ne
because he had to,"

But Jeannine is a paradox, Despite her independence,
rebellion, and belief that "a woman could do just as good as a
man," she has accepted a very traditional, passive, inferior
position for herself, %“hen she joined ROTC, the boys "sald
now they had to treat me equal, which I don't too much approve
of really, because I never felt equal to a boy; I consider
them a 1little bit, just a tiny bit better than I am, Dbecause
you xnow they are btoys, and they're supposed to know more that
I an., Lot at the level where they can start bossinz me around
and tellinz nme I have to do this and I have to do that... dut

alvays felt they were a little bit more sunerior,.." i/ithout
resentrent, she explains that she and ilary were not allowed to
handle the zuns like ihe boys were; they "would nick them u»
once in a whilec and the suys would 2ll secatter.®



15

ot

1}

In response to the Gran
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» Jeannine said, "I don't
imow any connesction with relizion, I really don't know what God

on
vould want, tui I Teel my duty is as a wife, a2nd as a mother,

and not as a preadnaker, I don't believe in =oline out and wori-

3 -2

s
in», I'11 do it if I have to, but I feel my place is at hone,
and to take car

~

e of my hustand and his housz -- w2ll, our house =--

and the chiléren, and to be there, when ne gets ready to, when

he comes home, and to have his supver ready." ier "most conforta-

bhle situat
er

andi h

ion" is lyinz with her boyfriend with his arm around her,
expectations for five years from now arz to be married
and have a family. In fact, she hopes to nmarry as soon as sne
graduates from hizh school. She wants a house tut expects an
apartnent becausz they won't have nucn nioney; she seemns to be
enbarrassed about this,

wmat will she te doing twenty-five years from now? " iie
already has the floor plans dravm for our home, it's like a mini-
mansion..." If she has children within five years, in twenty-
five years they will be growvn and gone, out she has no other
ambitions. She doesn't even see herself actively involved in
their lives while they are at home, but rather will be *"just
taking care of them." She sees ner other interests, such as
tennis and baseball, "just sort of fading away" and doesn't think
sne'll do these things at all after marriage. She will just
be "cleaning house and cooking dinner, or as my boyfriend would
tell me, burnins the dinner... It'd be considered ho-hum, just
everyday routine, but I think I'd find enjoyment in that,"

She is indeed comfortable right now with a routine that
others might call "ho-hun", On dates, she and her boyfriend
wostly sit around and talk; they are "used to each other." She
expresses bewilderment at friends wiho date more than one guy,
especially 1f they "love" more than onec or one aflter the other.
In contrast to her tonmboy days, she is now not at case with
suys except For her boyfriend, and tends to clam u» around

[~ 3] AN

<hen, 8he does nrotect nen's exos:  “if they feel good
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then I feel good," Althouch she vtelieves that "if ny boyfriend
is unhappy with me then 1t's his rizht to 5o *tc somebody else,”
e =

Yy
he fesls “"very" jealous if he nays atiention to other ;

s

Sne likes a boy to be more sexually exverienced than a girl,
and most of what she has learnad about sex she learned fr
her boyfriend. This is ok, but sex should be taught in the
schools; also parents should be more ospen., She remembers

her mother telling her nos tolet her father hear their discussion

of sex, and disapyrroves of this attitude.

A risky and challensing situation would not be at all
confortable for Jeamnine; "I think that would be a nervecus
gituation, it would be very nervous."™ In a bored voice, she
recls off wvarious childhood ambitions (ballerina, +teacher), but
wife-mother is the only serious one., Zven thouzh she was a
tomboy as a child, she has always daydreamed about a boy coning
by and saying, thatv's the girl for me, and carrying her away,

A job as Senate vage does not appeal to her. She thinks the
Senators didn't want girl pages hecause ien still look on
woman as being... not as intelligzent as men are...well, I
¥now I'm not, but..." The men have control: "They Jjust won's
allow them to do it."

Jeannine would not like to be married to a man like
Conrad Chisholm., "I wouldn't want one who would wait on me...
I could see more or less wme waiting on him, I don't know why.
It just doesn't appeal to me, having a man do my every little
wnin and whine," Since she does not want to be president,
there is some confusion about how she really feels about the
Chisholms, She finally concludes, "But if I was in her situation,
and if I was running for president, I think it would come out
a lot better if he helped me alonz,., well, his confidence in
ne would helv... Like if I was in her position, I don't think
it would be that bad having hin helping me.,”
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vy question about nixing volitics and relizion is "over
my head, I don't really understand what's zoinz on in politics,

I zuess 1i's something I'nln really not matuce encuzh to undar-

-
o

svand yet.," 3She does undersiand wvay the Zerrizans and others

p)

would be in the peace movement: "A very relizlous person wvould
autoniatically believs war is wronz, so ne would work amainst it."
She express2s understandingz and anger, as well ag a little despair,
over hiixon"s pulling troops out of Vietman to appease the pubdblic,
while sending more back or increasing the bombing., She expresses
areat concern over the boys dying, and ranks war and poverty as
the greatest problems of the world. To solve war, one would just
have to "get our guys out," and to solve poverty, one would
"just help feed the people who don't have food," Zut she doesn't
see herself involved in solving these problems; it would take
¥now-how, intellizence, and willingness, and she "wouldn't know
where to start, I'd feel lost". ne has listle information

about lilxon's performance at jobs other than ending the war, and
hasn't picked a candidate for president, "I don't really know
what's going on, it's out of my line.,"

Jeannine did not know there were any wornien in the Senate
or the ijouse of Representatives, "The only one I hear about is
.artha [litchell,.. she secems a little cracked., ‘ell, I guess
sie's just voicingzg her opinion, which in a way I guess is right,
but I really haven"t paid much attention." ‘/hat does she think
of women being in politics? "I don't think there's anything
wrong with it, really," Jhy are no more womnen in Politics? "It
could be that they Just don't want to run, or, uh, or else
they get outvoted by men..."

In some instances, Jeannine's philosopihy of individual
freedon breaks dovm: she believes, for example, that some
undersround newspapars should not be allowed to circulate on
cchool grounds: "like one, it was on comrunisn witich I'm
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azainst completely.," DSon't these students have Lh2 rizht to
soread thelr opinions? "Jell, i+ wasn't really opinions, I
don't Imow, well, I zuess in 2 way, this was diffesra:nt, I don't

mow."

Althouzh her older sister supnorts man, of tha wonen's

=

iberation movenent's goals, Jeannine szys she zZ2%ts nost of

a

ey

-

information on th2 movenment from her bLoyiriend, who brings
t up whenever che goes against an idea of his., The major
s

Qe

goals of the novement, Jzannine says, are "Ifrox vhat I gather,
that rien should treat them as they 4o men, and that I don't
believe in, I feel I'm a2 woman, at least I'nm a girl, and I...
should bve treated with a little bi%t more resnect, a little
nore courtesy., I can't endur2 nuch pain; I'm big but not

very strong., I think a lot more of a c-rtsin boy when he
helps me to do something than if he made me do it." After
being questioned, Jeannine adinits that she supports equal

role choice, equal job opportunily, equal pay, childcare centers,
abortion law repeal, and men sharing childcare, She can't
feature her boyfriend vaccuuning the floor, “ut if she has to
work the houseworX: should be divided equzlly. The sisterhood
quote rieans that "iJonmen united are powerful," but she doesn't
mow how she feels about that. Sonmewhat defensively, she will
~ive no opinion on a woman chanzinz her name or why this
custon exists; she has heard of thz title "liz."™ but prodably

wvon't use it,

Jeannine used to wviant to be in a liiss Anerica contest
becauce she thouznt her mom and dad would be proud of her; now
she says that beinz looked at would "make ne nervous." Iiler
boyfriend, however, "wants ne to bz in a competition against
Tina, because Tina's zot a cute fizure,.. he always wanted ne

T

to lose weisht so I could beat her and all the guys would look

1 .

at n2,.,, I Imow vhat would happen if I did, because he 13 a very
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jealous merson and he would get in a fizht and I cannot stand
L
1

Feriiavs part of the key to Jeannine's paradox is in
ner answer %o, "Do you ihink there is a purposa for people's
lives?" "I haven't ever thouzat of that,” she replies,” "I
just really don't know," And although che would 1like to have
some of her sister's qualities when she grows. up, she adds,
“Zut really I don't know any women I'd look upn to and want
to be like... that would be a question I'd have to think an
awful lot about." ILacking fenale role models that are attrac-
tive to her, admirinzg men and their activities, she has
decided to latch on to 2 man, live vicariously, and thus be a
success, This is the role her mother plays and although she
is unhappy in it she accepts it and urges it on her daughters.
In Jeannine, enouzh seeds of independence and strength are
present, however, that it is not unrealistic to expect her
to grow and change considerably in the next several years.
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Tomale's mother married at eighteen and worked to out
her hushtand throusn school, Townle reports that she is always
sayinzg, “'formie, do sonething with your life, 20 o colleg2
be something different, And I want to be somz2thing different,
but it's Jjust driving me crazy her saying this constantly ...
She says if possible just don't get married, and by all 1eans
I'm not going to get married, I formed that o»inicn years agzo,
I want to have too much fun ... And my dad wanis me to go to
colleze ,.. and I'm the first one in the fanily so they're
trying out thinzs on me

Tormie never thouzht about her ambition till a year ago.
she decided to major in Englisnh, then in sociology, and now she
is thinking of chemistry. There is a pause, Then: "It sounds
stupid and out of the question, but I'd really like Lo be a
lady criminal lawyer, I think that would be the most fantastic
thing to be, and different, you know, I want to do something
different, that no other lady's ever done bsfore, or not that
many. Or a lady detective ... " It would take a lotv of work,
but Tommie believes that if you want to work, you can do any-
thing you want to. She would enjoy working for the goal as

nmuch as reachinsg it; going to class would be exeiiting; "what-
ever I do will be what I want to co."

Tommie is used to working for what she wants, and enjoying
it. In junior high she was a cheerleader, which she loved be-
cause she likes football, Now she is on the drill team and in
the National Honor Society. She would like to be in the French
and science clubs, but "either I want to be in a club and give
ny 211 or just not be in it." She's running for office in both
of the organizations she belongs to. "I don't think I really
could be happy if I wasn't an officer ... I'd much rather lead
than follow, especially my senior year ... I've been on the
drill team a year and a half, and what's the use of being the
same old thing when you have a chance to be something better?
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Well, not better, but more experienced, you xnow, and nore
responsibility.”

Petite, dressed in fashionable, casual clothes, Tommie
is a sixteen-year old high school junior who has lived in
Ylouston for two years after movinz from small town to small
tovm in Texas for the earlier part of her 1life. Iloving 1is,
in general, okay with her, and she likes Houston., City kids,
she reports, are more aware of the world, form ideas sooner,
are nore mature, and don't get pregnant as much because they
are smarter than small-town kXids. She has friends of all types,
from "religious freaks" to "potheads", ler only lifelong
friend is a step-cousin that she has always been close to. She
has two sisters, five and nine; there is no great closeness or
hostility toward them, She gets along best with her mother,
with whom she talks a great deal., She gets along "okay" with
her father, who rarely talks, and doesn't go to church or par-
ticipate much in family activities, Her father likes his work,
she says; "he's like me, he's got to have something going all
the time,"

Tommie was named for her father, and when she was little
she went hunting, rode horses, shot guns, and climbed trees with
him and her boy cousins., She had no special restrictions or
privileges: "I just wanted to be one of the boys." She didn't
like dolls or fairy tales; her favorite toys were guns. Her
older stepcousin "taught me what she knew how to do, and that
was playing guns and cowboys." Children being undressed did
not panic the adults; she often swam or played in the sprinkler
with just her underwear on,

Tommie stayed in nursery school for a while when her
mother worked; then her dad's mother kept her, a happy time
with memories of a garden, favorite foods, and a grandfather
who took her everywhere,

“lnen asked for her ideas on how children should be raised,
Tormie said, "Let me think, well, first of all it depends on the
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s2x of the child. Boys, I think, take a stronger hand than girls
eee girls are easier to raise ... but it seems like now, it's
just as bad to raise a girl ,,. because girls just do everything
the boys do now ...." as Tommie did herself, She expresses an
idea that parents should be strict and lenient at the same time,
and adds, “"I've been raised in a Christian home, I think that's
500d ... I've been mostly able to think for myself, my mom trusts
nme a whole lot, you know.,"

Tommie has been raised a Baptist, but doesn't believe in
denominations. She speaks with excitement of a youth room and
youth activities at her church, "but I just can't seem to get
into it; I go to Sunday School and that's it." Although she
defends her mother against labels such as "staunch" or "religious
freak”, she herself is attracted to the Jesus-freak movement.
She believes in speaking in tongues and in the power to get kids
off drugs. The essence of nondenominational faith would be be-
lief in "Jesus Christ as God's son, to be saved that's all you
have to believe in" but she indicateg that "Catholic and Jewish"
do not believe this. "But I'm really kind of mixed up as far
as religion is concerned." She expresses vague doubt about the
existence of God but adds, "But I'm sure there really is one,"
She mentions the philosovhy that if you believe in God, you win
if there is one and if there isn't, you don't lose, She also
questions some of the moralism of her religion, such as drinking

being wrong.

Thz Genesis story is the explanation for women giving
birth in pain and men having to work., "I don't think it really
affects me; I guess it's just part of life, you just have to
sort of accept it." She puzzles over the significance of Jesus
Christ's maleness, Then: "If you really think about it, how
does anyone know he was really a male? Cause nobody's seen
him ... Is he really male? (laugh) Or, is it really a male? ...
As far as the significance, well, in a way I can see because
men now have, uh, are sald to have, are supposed to be higher,
more power, women are more or less supposed to be there to help
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then, to comfort them ..." Ie: "You say 'supnosed to be'; do
you really believe that?" “Uh ... (pause) ... I don't know!
(laugn) ... I think when you get married, yes ..., it seems
like the men do the most, usually in most families ... go

out and earn a living ... That's just the way it is, but with
the women's 1lib movement things are changzing."

In her own family, her mother no longer works outside the
nome; her father earns the money and her mother does all the work
at home. "I don't have time," she explains, "I really don't,
and I feel bad because my mom has to do it all.," She describes
her mother as happy, but she seems ambivalent: "Iy mom loves
us a whole lot, and that's why she doesn't work, because she
thinks she should be a full-time housewife and take care of
us, and I really love hera lot, but I think she doesn't have
enough time to herself ... we kind of run over her a lot, we
k¥ind ol take her for granted .,.."

Yet Tommie's picture of herself in twenty-five years is
very similar to her mother., By that time her children will be
in their teens and she will be a full-time housewife, although
she will have "outside interests.”" She wants to marry someone
who, though not rich, can support her comfortably., Prior to
this are college years, then traveling and living with "a
bunch of girls," continuing to be a leader rather than a follower,
perhaps even being a "lady detective." 2But at some point, the
vision ends in followingz her mother,

Tommie's close step-cousin also wanted to "do something
different" but now she is engaged and her ambition is to have
a nice hone. Another girl cousin once planned to work in the
United Nations as an interpreter. Her friends are vaguely
dissatisfied with the world and "starting to think, but we
see that there's really nothing you can do; people have tried
before but haven't succeeded,"

Tormie is not as involved in politics as she would like to



be, because she nasn't had time to do the necessary reading.
But sn2 will bve taking civics during the election year and
plans to be ready to vote at eighteen, Usually she is a hacpy-
7o-lucky verson, but ner "most comfortable situation" is a
utopian meadow with no problems, and recently she has gone
tiirouzn some very dapressed tines because she has "seen things
as they really are."” The worst problems of the world are that
the leaders are crooks, and that they send money to India‘'s
cows rather than feedinsg and housing Americans. "If every po-
litician was a good Christian, I don't think there would be

any problems," she says, and adds that'cetting everyone to
agree on one thinzg would changs things btoo; but this is in-
po3siblet And “what's the use of thinking about it and getting
all depressed because you can't do anything about it. You
ougnt to just think about good things I guess." Tommie calls
herself a "deep optimist,.*

Tormie was surprised to learn that teen-age girls are al-
lowed to serve as pages. The Senators didn't want them because
they think men are more capable, "and it is a man's job, it's
really important, even though a lot of men are so dumb they
don't know. which foot to stick in the right shoe ..." She
vould love this kind of job because she would learn a lot.

She bellieves she has less chance to changze things than a man
would, because of the way society thinks, "It's not because

of my potentizal .... 2 man running for senator, people look up
to him more than they would a lady running for senator." Tommie
likes challenges, but is "comfortable" when they are over,

Being excited is the climax, she says, before being comfortable.

Tommie has barely heard of Shirley Chisholm, and would not
like to be married to a man like Conrad, "I like the guy to
have 2 hand on ya, and keep you thinking all the time ... but
then don't slop you around ... I don't think there's anything
wrong witn it (the Chisholm arrangement), but I just couldn't
be comfortable,"” Tommie has had a chance to run over guys before,
but she doesn't like <o,



25

Althougn she has little information on iixon's verformance
a3 president, Tomimle believes he has done the best he can, She
believes the actions of Debbie Sweet and Carol Peraci were "real
disrespectful, and the wronz vlace %*o do it ... it Just shows
iznorance., They're going to cet vublicity but it won't work."
If she did sonmething like this, "my radical friends would say
good going; others would say I was pretty stupid.,” Her family
would be shocked. An example of a proper action would be a
"rally for Calley" which she helped orzanize in American his-
tory class last year. It went smoothly and orderly, with no
objections from the authorities and with good publicity. Tommie's
attitude here is part of her polite, uvper-niddle-class Southern
Baptist respect for her elders. It is related to her use of
"lady" before the name of a woman's profession (she also mentions
lady oreachers and lady missionaries), It is reflected in her
calling me ikirs, Armstrong until I asked her to use my first
name, and in her persisting to say "Yes lla'am" to me even when
she called me Frieda. In the Rally for Calley, the manner, ra-
ther then the subject of rrotest is important. Right now Tommie's
political opinions are obviously phrases she has heard adults
use; but with more information, her owvn ideas are sure to form.

At that time, her enjoyment of political activities for their
ovn sake (indicated by the rally and her campaign for leadership

of the drill team) may lead her to become Iasswell's "political
type."

Even when you're young, Tommie believes, you can join
groups to change things that upset you; later when you're more
qualified you can help a cause even more, If Tommie were in
Soni's situation, she would take the schoolboard to court. Her
parents, especially her dad, would back her in this, Students
should be able to go to court during schooltime because school
should be tied in with the real world. The school officials
think sex is dirty, but it should be openly discussed,

Tommie, however, would never be in Soni's situation, because
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“I'm too smart to do that." She 1is totally against premarital
s2x, and her parents would be crushed if she got pregnant; her
nmom because of the immorality involved, and her dad because sheo
would be messinz up her life. VWhen she was small, sex was ex-
plained straishtforwardly in connection with having babies., She
talks vaguely of learning later of "girls who go out and, you
know..,. and that's where kids start thinking of it as dirty, and
it's not, it's really beautiful.," Tommie thinks of sex as
"something that's pure, you know? .., and sonethinz for only
married people... That's just the way my mom brouzght me up.”
Abortion should be legalized, however, because of all the girls
who do get pregnant, and because of the poopulation, Tommie
doesn't believe killing a human being is right, but it is bet-
ter than making it live without a home,

If a wife doesn't know anything about sex, her husband is
the best one to teach her, But if the husband doesn't know, she
can teach him; they can sit down and talk about it and learn to-
gether, Tommie expresses no anxiety about this, or need for
spccialized roles, She believes that both of them should b2
"pure" and expresses discontent with unequal laws excusing 2
man for shooting his wife for running around, but vunishing a
woman who shoots her husband for the same reason. There is some
sentiment that a guy should share responsibility for holding
the line when a couple is dating. The girl, however, has the
primary responsibility because boys definitely get aroused more
easily. "Girls can do some of the least little things, and zapl
And you wouldn't ever think." She doesn't think boys necessarily
should b2 more sexually experienced than girls, "that's just the
viay they are, it's just human nature.”

Tommie went steady for two years with someone two years
older than she; he was a friend with whom she did things like
discuss postry; he treated her like a queen, N~ow, she dates
a lot of guys who all treat her very nice and around whom she
feels at ease, Tommie just doesn't believe in protecting men's
BE03, “Phey're gonna find out anyway that you are (smart)
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if you date 'em for a while," Although they also eventually
find out wnhat you look like, at first spccial looks are im-
portant, "Ihis is bad, but most guys look at you first, if
you're not nice-looking they won't ask you cut ... After you
gct to know them they accept you for what you are."

Although “ormmie says she has a hot tenper and used to
have childhood tantruns, rubbing her ankles together until they
bled, she does not exhibit this trait in any particular area.
She does not get jealous over guys' friendships with other girls,
for example,

Once when ghe was going steady she pald for one show, over
her boyfriend's objections., But suys oven doors for her and
she likes it, althoush she understands women's liberation's
objections to chivalry as exaggerations to snow that women can
do things for themselves, A woman changing her name is s5ig-
nificant "because they become one, they work together, that's
what marriage is all about ... well, they're individuals but
they're together.,"” It is okay for them to keep their names or
both change their names, but when they have the same name "it's
more symbolic of what the whole thing is about." Tommie is
confused about whether she might use "lis," "I don't know, well,
if I was available ... well, the same way with a man too ... I
guess if I was married I'd want it to be iLirs., 'cause I wouldn't
want anybody to have any doubts .., I guess ,.,. I don't know,
it really wouldn't make any difference,"

The major goals of women's liberation are understood and
approved: Equal pay, equal work, men sharinz housework and
especially child care, Child care centers are okay if a mother
nas to work, “but I just can't see being raised in a day-care
center ...I wouldn't want to do my kids like that,"” The sister-
nood phrase rneans that women working together can get a lot more

done than just one verson working alone, and this is "definitely
true,"”

“leavens no," Tormie hasn't teen in a beauty contest ...
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"Jell, it would be nice to be a candidate, but it's not that
big a thing." She feels sorry for some women who are "really
peautiful, out really dumb;" others who are beautiful and in-
telligent she admires,

Tommie enjoys school for both scholastic and social reasons.
She mentions that "people really get uptight because I make good
grades” but hastens to assure me that they are just Jjoking and
that in fact, they admire her. "I just do the best I can.,"

Three teachers are the women she would like to be like when
older, "because they're so vibrant, always happy." They enjoy
what they <teach, relate it to today's world, and give opportunity
for expression of student opinion.

For Tommie, life in general is much more positive than it
is for Jeannine; her self-image is higher, her image of her mother
1s more positive, and the alternatives to the traditional role
are much closer to her grasp. Yet she too sees herself in twenty-
five years as much like her mother., We can only guess which
influences in her life will prove the deciding factors, It may
be that the area in which Tommie is most "unliberated" in cne
sense, the area of sexual morality, may lead her to remain an
autonomous individual long enocugh to grow into a different adult
role, Jeannine's rebellion in the sexual area, however, may be
just another form of the traditional role and may close all other
avenues of rebellion,
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achel's 2yes are clear, tlue and Zreen; tiere is a spati-

.
terin
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of frecikles across her nose, and her lons Yload hair is

L

very shiny. 3he is small and wears bright, casual clothes, un-
usual and attractive., Fifteen, she is a sophomore now but by
taking summer school will be a senior next year. Her father
hopes she goes to Rice University, gets honors, and becomes a
successful Houstonion. Ilier good grades seem very important to
her, and she has "always wanted to be a psychiatrist."”

Well, she corrects herself, once when she was younger she
vanted to be a pediatrician; but she has always been interested
in the medical field, and has discussed her career plans with
her doctors. "I won't do anything unless I enjoy it," Rachel
says; "Life should be a pleasant thinz ... You learn by bad
experiences too and I'm sure 1'll have many of those, any nor-
mal human being does ..." But she expects to enjoy both working
for her goal and achieving it, "I think everybody was put on
the earth for a purpose ... but some people are living just to
die ... and others have a specific purpose like to be a doctor,
and that's my purpose, I'd like to help out others.”

Rachel's family is moderately religious, not Orthodox but
conservative Jewish, They attend services, and she goes to
Sabbath School every Saturday. "I believe everyone should have
some god or some feelings toward God ... It's just a good feel-
inz I think to know that someone up there cares about you, if
all else fails (laugh). I feel it's good for the emotions phy-
sically and mentally to have ... some powerful being to pray to
and stuff like that. If you follow the teachings of your relig-
ion I think it can help you in all aspects of 1life, understanding
others, not being prejudiced, stuff like that."

How does she feel about Jesus freaks? "All I know is that
Jesus is everything to them ,.. I'm not for anything in extreme
movements, but if that's how they find happiness, I can understand
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it ... I'm kind of neutral; if they don't cause any trouble,

fine."

Rachel's fatner owns and runs a netal factory, and her
nother works for him as bookkeeprer and secretary. Around the
house, her mother cleans up, her Tather does nandéy thinss, and
sne and her brother, though not forced to, help out., o one
else is paid to do any of the work around the home., Her mother
is lenient and her father is strict, she reports, but "nothing
is a definite no or a definite yes until after we've discussed
it.," She has bezen well disciplined, with a share of freedom,
Discipline is good, she says, "but everything should be done
sensibly, calmly, so nobody will get upset,"

Five years from now, "hopefully I'll be a success in every-
thing I do, (laugh) That may be egotistical, but ,.. By that
time I think maybe I'1ll get my degree in psychiatry ..., I don't
know." Ten years from now, "I don't know, I've often asked my-
self that ,.., I kind of live from day to day, see whatever turns
out ... I'd like to see myself as a happy person, and whatever
nakes me happy at that time."

Rachel likes to be with friends and ride bikes, play tennis,
and visit other friends, but "sometimes I just feel like being
alone." Her friendships, it seems are fleeting, Although Rachel
was born in Houston and has lived around here all her life, she
has no lifelong friends; she usually makes friends during a
school year and then doesn't see them again. '“hen she was a
small child, there were not many children around for her to
vlay with. Her father nhad fled from Germany where most of his
relatives had been killed; her mother and brother (two years
older) kept her during her pre-school years, "because my father
was a foreigner and we didn't really know that many people.”
Partly vecause of this isolation, her family became “"definitely
close." She is especially close to her mother, and then to her
brother,
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Rachel's favorite childhocd vastimes were tree c¢limbinz,

=z around, being creative by drawing, buildinz thinsgs, and®
coloring, She Joved to read and spent a lot of time studyingz.
She didn*t like toys or dolls, but she loved nursery rhymes and
fairy tales: "3now White, Cinderella, mostly fantasies, Little
Red Riding Hood of course, that was one of my favorites.™ ‘fThese
are the same fairy tales that brought a2 tone of scorn into
Jeannine's voice.

Before she was o0ld enouzh to go to school she longed to
attend with her orother, and she has always loved it since she
first went. rrom nursery throush third grade she attended a
vrivate Jewish school and the transfer to less personal atten-
tion at the public school was not especially easy; but her fa-
vorite time of school is right now because the people have "more
mature minds, a lot more people thinking alike,"

As a child, Rachel "mostly kept to myself a lot." She
didn't join grouvs. "I more or less consider myself anti-social;
I'm extrovertad but so nuch that I'm introverted (laugh). I'm
mostly friends with everybody, groups tend to be too snobby. I
joined one group, just a group of girls, and I didn't find any
enjoyment out of teing with them.,” She was once president of
her class, but she treats this as a silly quirk; she wasn't
really interested in that kind of thing.

Rachel has a great variety of friends and doesn't really
like to date. She refers to herself as "fickle" in several
contexts. "I like to go with a group of peovle, I might be
called anti-social ... it's a lot more fun at my age, then
later on you can settle down a lot more. Too many of my friends
have been so-called going steady, getting their promise rings
and stuff, and everything's broken off and it seems like they've
lost everything when they've lost that guy ... I'm just going
to be friends with everyone," In superficial situations,

Rachel fecels at ease with guys. She is outgoing, flirtatious,
nappy-go-lucky; sne likes to kid around and it irks her when
someone takes her too seriously or gets too interested in her.
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"I get more or less scared, you know," In these instances
she tends to clam up and be a prude. She has never liked a
guy enough to feel jealous if he liked someone else.

Will Zacnel marry some day? "If I find the right guy;
I'm not really too nuch worried about it now., I think mar-
riage is something that is good if two people can be compat-
ible, wonderful thing you know (lauzhter, awareness of the
c¢liché&). It's hard to say because I'm fickle, you know ..."

Rachel's fear of intimacy is compounded by a fear of
hurting others or doing wrong, One does not see this fear
immediately; it is partially clothed in an apparent commit-
nent to pécifism, vegetarianism, and yoga. "I became a total
vacifist, I just put my head together, because right now I have
to really get serious about school work, I have to plan for the
future (this in contrast to her cther statement, "I kind of
live from day to day") and I'm just sick of meat. I rsad
about it and there are proofs that meat is really not healthy.
Also, in practicing yoga and meditation, they say you really
can't fulfill your meditation without being a vegetarian ...

I don% ‘wear make-up, because make-up is animal fat ... I don't
believe in a plastic look, I believe in natural everything,
pure organic, I didn't want to kill anything, I didn't want
to do any bodily harm to any other living being." Her brother
has been a vegetarian for two years, and her mother would be,
"except she likes meat too much, Ky father is stubborn about
it but he won't reject our ideas completely."

Religious beliefs are "not really" part of the reason for
Rachel's being a vacifist. "It's just something inside of me
that told me, just to think of life more carefully, to think
of it more precious than I had been before." The something in-
side of her seems to include a feeling of being uncomfortable
in chaotic situations, The only times she has disliked school
have been wnen the "students would all sit around screaming and
the teacher wouldn't teach." Rachel's most comfortable situation,



33

"other than being asleep,” is "oprobably just goinz to the park

veo maybe just lying down on the hill, or flying a kite, talking
to friends, meeting people." She is wearing loose~fitting clothes
and the sun is shining, "ihen I'm happy I just feel contented,
feel secure ,.,, when everything's relaxed and I don't really have
that much to worry about ... also, when I meditate I find conm-
fort ..., within myself, like sitting in a yoza posture, sitting
back, just closing my eyes."

Wihen asked if she might ever feel comfortable in a risky,
challenging situation, Rachel replied, "I don't really see how
the two mix .,. it could be risky if I'm in a comfortable po-
sition and somebody says get up (laughter); when I'm comfortable
I don't really like to be disturbed."

sthat would Rachel do if she were disturbed while she was
conmfortable? Vhat would she do if someone atitacked her ? She
would " just walk off, that's the best thing."

Rachel believes in protecting men's egos: "I try not to
crush anybody, whether they're a boy or a girl ... I'm naturally
dingy (laugh); sometimes a guy will try to make a good im-
pression on the girl, like tella joke that's really not funny,
and sometimes their ego is damaged if nobody laughs. I don't
know, I like to make whoever I'm with feel happy that they're
with me, happy with themselves ... I just try not to hurt any-
body, I just want to be real peaceful and not do anybody any
harm ,.."

Rachel sees discrimination "and of course war" as the main
problems of the world. What would it take to solve these pro-
blems? “People don't believe in themselves a lot, they don't
really know what life is all about, they don't know that life
is so short ... I could never see myself doing anything hos-
tile." Does she see herself involved in solving these problems?
There is a smile and a soft laugh; "I'd like to do all I can
but there's not really too much say-so that I would have, of
course everybody would like to sece something done about 1it,
for instance pollution, ecology, but there's only so nmuch a
person can do, I think if everybody worked together, but not
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just one person." Rachel doesn't know if training, knowledge
or position would make any difference, Althouzh she herself
feels powerless, she believes that being a woman makes it
"easier in most cases" to make changes, "because everyone

thinks of the woman as the nice sweet gentle person who should
always have her way." There is a soft approvinz laugh., "I
think in most cases things work out better if you're a woman ...
I think ... because of the imaze we've created ever since

Adan and Eve,"

Rachel is not aware of any woman who is usinz this image-
power to make changes, however, or to help "everybody work to-
gether," About politics, she says, "I'm not really that much
involved in it; I'd like to see the risght man win, of course,
ees but I'd rather stay out of it because it's just one big
hassle if you ask me (gentle laugh)." She hasn't picked a
candidate; "I suppose I should take it more seriously, I sup-
pose when I get old enough to vote I will, but right now it's
kind of a slough-off, you know." "I know some names of women
in the political field, I don't know exactly what seat, like
Shirley Temple Black. I hear this name a lot, I don't know
what she is, she migzht be an actress for all I know: lMartha
witchell? wum ... and the first lady!" Vomen are not in
politics more because they are "not interested, because now
there are equal opportunities, I just think women aren't as
interested as men are ... they're not that demanding, to be
the leader, I think, many of them think they just won't get
anywhere anyway, a lot of them have a negative attitude because
they are women, or they think, I won't have any supporters be-
cause the woman's supposed to be the weaker of the two sexes,”
Rachel doesn't know if women are capable of being political
leaders or not.

Senators were reluctant to let girls be pages because
"I think it can be risky, they're always on the go, messen-
cers are, they have to be sure and deliver +this, and I think
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a lot of men they think the woman won't get the message straight,
she'll goof off." The opinions of the men are reported in a
cliché-voice, as though they were ovviously false; but Rachel's
reason for not wanting a job as a page is that "I'd always be
afraid I'd mess things up and I wouldn't want to do anything
wrong in politics, you know. (lauzh)" Here I mentioned that

the job of page has one thing in common with the ambition she
had chosen, that she would be a woman working with mostly men.
How did she feel about that? "iell, I don't think I'd neces-
sarily - be working with men, There are a lot of women interested
in the field of vsychiatry ... I don't think sex should really
place a burden on anybody; I think everybody should be treated
equally, but I'm not for any drastic women's lib movements or
anythinz.,”

Rachel is "pretty sure® that Shirley Chisholm would be
capable of the vresidency; "I think if she can prove what she's
screaning about, I think she should be given an opportunity ...
(dubious laugh) If she's capable of it, the people will show
it in their elections!" The information about Shirley Chisholm's
nushand's role confuses Rachel; she seems to get the impression
that he is forcing her to run for office, "I'm the kind of per-
son that I don't like to be pushed around, um, well, he's helping
her out doinz that, isn't he? I think that's ... oh, it's hard
to say! I guess I wouldn't know unless I was put in that po-
sition. I think if she has to be forced to do anything, that's
not good."” I explained that, the way I understand it, this is
vhat she really wants to do, and he's just tryinz to help her,
"7ell, then that's good, if someone has that much faith in you
that he'll support you, that's real good."

By this time Rachel was impatient with my continuing po-
litical questions, Asked for her views on how Hixon has done
his job, she replied, "As I said beiore, I'm not really that
much into politics ... I think he's done the best he can at the
time." I probed for her views on Vietnam, attempting to sce
the link between politics and her vacifism. "I think he said
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think gradual withdrawal is a good idea, except they say

that if all the troops are withdrawn the United States will

be in devression because there won't be enouzn jodbs for the
boys that ccne back, umanm, I really don't xnow., I'd hate to
be in a position of president. You know you have to try and
please everybody and you can't please everyoody." Still try-
ing to find her pacifism, I said, "especially when you do op-
pose viar ..." She replied, "Right, and so considering every-
thing I think that he has done the best he can." Rachel is
aware of the actions of Sweet and Feraci, and while she thinks
Debbie "did it in a little more respectable way," Carol Feracl
was in "bad tasts, I think she could have discussed it privately,
I think she just did it for attention really ... I think she
just wanted to be on a variety show ... she wanted somes sort
of credit for saying that to the president." The possibility
that these women were sincere, that they were pacifists, that
she might like to do the same thing, was out of the question.
Demonstrations of any kind are " just adding to tne confusion
es» I think rioting is not a way to get anything done. It
takes reasoning, and understénding between the two conflicting
groups of people.' Writing one's senator "might be more ef-
fective than rioting and picketing; I don't think anything is
really effective," Rachel laughs nervously.

One mizht expect that abortion would be the issue that
would call forth a pacifist's convictions, if war did not. But
abortion is not a very salient issue for Rachel, either, On
probing she agrees that each woman should have the right to
make up her own mind, "“There's the idea of the potential baby,
killing 1life, but if it's still a fetus they say that it's not
xilling a human." The issue should be defined and clarified,

she believes, and settled one way or the other.

If pacifism is not a reason for political involvement,
perhaps religion would be, "Vhat would motivate a religious
person to be politically involved?" I asked, "3ince the Jewish
relizion is in the minority group, it's supposedly some pride
to see a Jew to be president or something like that ... It's
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Xind of like the Negroes ... I don't think religion should
enter politiecs, you xnow,"

Rachel is afraid of intimacy with other people; she
is afraid of beinz blamed for doinz something wronz, for
"doing harn." She refuses to comnit herself politically:
as a pacifist president her task would be to please everybody
rather than to end the war. One should not add to the con-
fusion; one should not be in bad taste, All these feelings
are part of a constellation of insecurity and guilt; and her
sexual self is located within this constellation.

Rachel's parents are "hapoy with each other" and when
she was little "you could tell when you were in the same room
that they loved one another, just little hints." Rachel men-
tions too that with "this coming generation, sex is not as
reserved as it once was," Yet if she got pregnant right now,
“"I'd feel ashamed of nmyself, I'd be scared ,.. I think I would
see about maybe getting an abortion, probably, because I think
I1'd feel very guilty bringing a child into the world and it
being illegitimate, not having a father." "I think my parents
would disown me' (laughing) ‘which in many cases most parents
would, I think ... even as close as we are, they would never
dream anything like that would happen (serious now) and they're
be so0 much in shock. I'd probably be all on ny own, and I'd
have to probably get some counseling or something, but I think
I would 1look into abortions.”

"A lot of parents are really too embarrassed to explain
sex to their children," she says; "a lot of kids just learn it
off the street and what they hear becomes disgusting to then,
so I think sex education (in the schools) is good." It should
be taught to boys and girls together, so there wouldn't be en-
barrassnent or misinformation.

On the other hand, "To me life and sex seem more beautiful
when you find it out from your owvn understanding than when somebody
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is explaining it to you ... I never really askecd that many
questions, I found out mostly on my own because I was pretty
naive ,.."

'There were few bables in Rachel's childhood neighborhood,
and she never babysat, but she was curious about where they cane
from. "At first I was told that they come from the stork, and
then I would get more curious, and my parents said my brother
came from Weingartens on the shelf for ten dollars, and that I
cost a hundred dollars at Battlesteins, and a big fat black lady
started to walk with me out of the store, and my father said no,
and I started to cry and said *I want that man over there' ---
my father's got a crazy imagination --- we used to kid around
like that. Then I slowly got more curious, I read up on it by
the time I was old enough to get into all those scientific stud-
ies ..+" This whole story is told with much laughter, but it
seemed to me a sign of nervousness and forced lightness, rather
than a sign of acceptance and enjoyment of this type of sex ed-
ucation.,

At any rate, Rachel did not receive a good feeling about
her physical self in this manner, At a day camp she attended,
children of both sexes used to change clothes in the same roomn,
and she would be shy and go in a little room by herself, "My
brother and I used to take baths together when we were little
but we'd both have our underwear on ... a lot of times I heard
it as diszusting, bad, I never heard it as it's okay to undress
together ... that's an exploring age, though ,.., I used to be
curious of the male body; I was pretty curious, but I never
paid too much attention because I was a shy kid. (laugh)" Once
she sneaked a look at her brother when he was going to bathe
and saw him naked, "I always had the idea it was nasty and
bad, not necessarily from my parents, that idea just sort of
arrived out of nowhere, I just felt protective of my body."

Obviously, Rachel was intrigued by the differences be-
tween males and females when she was a child; she also had
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some acquaintance with sex roles: "Some times my father would
bring home surprises, and he'd brinz home my brother a baseball
bat and me a little doll, thinzs like that." Tnis is reported
with a laughing but accepting tone, with no sarcasm or resent-
ment, although "at tha%t time I would have rather had the base-
ball bat,” Rachel's real awareness that she was a girl came
with physical changes as a pre~teen. "Because I was a tomboy
before; I used to love to climb trees;" then she began to
distinguish herself from her brother: "I think I just looked
in the mirror,"

Now there is a great difference between the sexes, Usually
boys get sexually aroused faster than girls do, unless they're
"both completely attracted physically." A boy should be more
experienced; he "usually makes the first move, and he's gotta
know what he's doing, I think! The boy can always go all the
way; I think limitations are usually set by the girl; she has
t0 be careful not to lead the guy on" because "she has a lot
nore to worry about than a guy; she has the risk of getting
pregnant... If they both discuss it then the guy would be
careful,...”

The sexual content of Soni Romans' case is very important
to Rachel. She doesn't think Soni should have been kept out
of activities because she would have been reluctant to talk
about sex (but anyway there's a lot of discussion about sex.)
In making such a rule, the schoolboard was "violating a per-
sonal view" but she isn't sure that they didn't have the right
to do so., She herself, at any rate, would not have taken the
schoolboard to court. "I don't really want to be noticed for
anything bad happening... 1'd be embarrassed or ashamed" over
"being married and divorced and having a baby in the world.

It would te a loss of self-esteem.”

Rachel approves of friends of hers who have worked to
change the dress code at school; but her feelings about being
personally involved in trying to change things would depend on
"who I'd be involved with, and which authorities I'd be up
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against ... I don't thinik I could just sit around if som2 sit-
vation tothered me that bad, I'd zo and talkx to whoever was on
the authority ... in an orderly fashion, that is." There do not

-

seen to be any situations that would bother Rzchel ihat rnuch,
hovever., Sne would have been interested in £o0in~ to Soni's trial,
for instance, and believes the school should have allowed stu-
dents to zo to court without suspendinz then; but rather than
challenginz this action she would vrobably have lied and said

sie was sick, She doesn't believe in lying, but it would be
nreferable to being suspended. Her parents would tell her not

to miss school for the trial in the first place.

On some levels, Rachel defends the "okayness" of being a
wonan, ‘hen I mentioned the Jewish prayer, "God, I thank thee
that I am not a wonman," she explained, politely but defensively,
"You didn't finish that, That's what the men say, #nd then the
wonen say, 'God, I thank thee for not making me a man.' The
vprayer is nmeant mostly to say, I'm proud to be a woman or I'm
proud to be a man ... I guess you didn't get the right meaning
out of that." Rachel imagines that relizgion would in some way
influence the roles of men and women, but "I can't really say,
I'm not too much up on that.," Rachel thinks it's important for
boys o know how to sew and cook; it's important for girls to
now about cars "so they won't have to ask for help, they'll
just do it themselves." She says that she doesn't feel competi-
tive with other women.

Hlowever, 1f she were forced to choose between a group of
girls and a group of guys, she would "go to the girls first,
then if they weren't doing anything but gossiping I'd go to the
boys +.." If the girls are the "cligue, =gossipy iype" she
would rather te with boys, on whom she puts no "if" require-
ments or expectations., 2Eeautly contestants are "a small group
oi women who think they're beautiful; they're tryinz to compete
and see if their beauty can get them anywhere." Althouzh

Racnel herself ics lovely, sometimes she has felt envious of
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a contest-winner, but "not that envious because I still haven't
heard her speak, you know!" There are no women that Rachel
would like to be like when she is older; "I haven't really
thought about it that much.”

"Sisterhood is powerful" is a puzzling phrase for Rachel,
It means "mmmm, I guess ,.. women's rights are powsrful ..., I
guess? O0Onh! or that women are capable of doing a lot, maybe?
Or, women stick together and things will get done, they really
do have power?"

Racliecl has a fairly good understanding of the goals of the
wonen's movement: "to be recognized not as sex objects, not to
be known as the gentle sweet woman, not to be discriminated a-
gainst, to have equal opportunity and as much say-so as men,"
But what does she think of these ideas? "In a sense it's good
ves Oh 440 I don't know why it sould be good. I'm personally
not for the women's 1lib, well I don't believe the woman's place
should necessarily be in the home, I believe that both sexes
should be given equal opportunity ... but instead of being called
women's 1ib movement it should be called equal opportunity move-
ment ... (laugh) If the woman wants to be treated like a man,
fine, if she doesn't, fine too.,"

Rachel is in favor of child care centers and men sharing
housework and child care. A woman's changinz her name to her
husband's, however, is “part of the ceremony, I'm just for the
good old-fashioned name change ... the marriage bond, you know.
Hyohenation takes too long ..." What about the man changing
his name? "Well, I'm not for that, really .,.." About the title
Ms., Rachel says, "I guess that would be okay ..." and applies
her ultimate criterion: "Nothing wrong with it I guess, it's
not doing any harm."

Although Rachel wants to go into psychiatry and expressed
eagerness to participate in the interview because my efforts to
understand people are similar to her owvn interests, she seemed
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the least able of all six women to examine her owvn motives and

ideas,

Her constant laughter, quite inappropriate at times, seemed
to indicate embarrassment, eagerness to please, and hope that
the discussion would stay lignt and enjoyable,

This interview, unlike any of the others, was interrupted
several times by door bells, phone calls, and a bee in the house.
It was my second interview in one day, and towards the end of it
I began to feel quite tired, These factors would account for
some of Rachel's nervousness and uneasiness. I do not believe,
however, that that is the total explanation,

The daughter of a people who have been persecuted and hated
unjustly, a vivacious young woman fascinated by sexuality in a
family that tells her she was bought at Eattlesteins and a so-
ciety that wants her to be "the nice sweet gentle person," the
recipient of dolls when she wanted baseball bats, an intelligent
citizen of a country whose leaders think "the woman won't get
the message straight," the one who must worry about pregnancy
and abortion while "the boy can always go 21l the way," Rachel
has cause to feel much hostility and anger. Yet these feelings
are completely denied, They are partly projected onto the
world and people around her, from whom she must then withdraw
to protect herself, She also seems to use reaction formation,
"a device whereby," Lane says, "a person behaves and thinks, in
his conscious mind, along lines directly opposite those indicated
by the motive he fears and despises in himself., In this way the
conflicted person can maintain his self-image as one totally
dissinilar to the person he fears unconsciously that he really

is..."

From her history Rachel has learned that one does not
fight injustice; one escapes it in order to survive, and then
one tries not to be blamed for anythinz ever again. From her
childhood she has ideas of her sexual self as "disgusting,” and
any impropriety or addition to confusion is to be avoided rather
than risking guilt and shame, Rachel expectis to prove her
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worth scholastically, but her worry over the possibility of
crushing anyone else's ego may well close this avenue of asser-
tion., Her fear of intimacy and of harming others is compounded
by her dependence on authority. This dependence is shown by
her constant use of "they say" as well as her deference to the
office of the president, her unwillingness to cause any trouble,
and her refusal to stand up for anything she believes, even for
the central concern to be peaceful,

The fact that Rachel's conflicts and problems are so much
deeper than either Jeannine's or Tommie's indicates that she
may be deeper, more sensitive, and in fact capable of a very
intense and full life. If she were able to recognize and ac-
cept her total self, physical, emotional, and mental, she would
no doubt be ready to accept involvement with other people and
commitnent to causes that now frighten her, Her intelligence,
sensitivity, and creativity would be released from her protec-
tive shell, Still, we must ask, how likely is this to happen?
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Fat had to cancel our first appointment to help a prez-
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friend find a place to stay until she could zet an abor-

tion., ihen we did meet, she arrived breathless and busy, on
her way to a econference for planning abortion law repeal stra-~
tezy; during the interview, however, she was relaxed and in-
volved. ‘all, with stronz features, wearinz nondescript shorts
and blouse and carrying a back pack, Pat is noticeably uncon-
cerned with maXking herself up to fit the feminine imaze. From
her straizhtforward manner one gets an attractive picture of
integrity and honesty.

Pat, who Jjust turned fifteen, was referred to me as an
atypical suburban high school woman, and this is the way she
refers to herself, 1In contrast to Rachel, Fat has a great
need for intimacy, commitment, and involvement. She is highly
political and acquainted with complex concepts. She tries to
examine her own ideas and beliefs,

Pat joined the socialist movement while she was still
fourteen, having been a sympathizer since Jebbie Leonard started
running for mayor. "I think it Jjustcameas a rsalization that
the mass nmovements were doing a lot, I wanted to be in the
position to organize these mass movements, I just didn't want
to be somebody who marched, I wanted to be somebody who had
decision-making power, and could decide what was best, I
wanted to get involved, whole-heartedly. And they're an or-
ganization that's always involved, covering everything." Pat
says she knew there was no difference between the Democratic
and Republican parties. She exvresses support for La Raza
Unida party and hopes for a black party, "but for a WASP, tne
Socialist party was it! It was revolutionary, it was dif-
ferent, and it wasn't just something someone had made up over-
nizht .,. I really wasn't that conscious when I went in, but
there's a high level of education, so now I know more about it."

Sl
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I askXed her if she'd heard of the Iiew Amrerican Lovement
wilch I'd read about in Svace Citvy! She hadn't. ““hey're

orooably ulira-leftists; a lot of things they cover in 3nace
City! are kinda like that." Fat defines ultra-leftisis as
yiopies or SDS members, or peovle wno marcrh in the park at
three in the morning, or people who pour urine in the streets.
"In the Y3A we have democratic centralism, which means that
all the decisions are made by the body, and the decisions ac-
cented by a democratic vote are the ones that are gonna be
carried out. UNo allowinz to be different., <You can't vote for
your resolution, have it fail, and then continue to do what
that resolution said. You've got to conform to what everyone
has decided after a long study is the best thinz to do. But
with the 3SD3, you do what you want to do, there's no leaders,
it's a fluid organization and you never get anything done ...
It's people that realize there's gotta be a revolution but
aren't rakinz any constructive efforts." For a person who
wvants to be a leader, a leaderless revolution is distasteful.

What are the most important problems of the world? "Well,
I'll get down to capitalism; the people, the exploitation that's
so rampant on the little person ... All the big people have
money, and all that don't, well then just damn 'em, If you
have to live in a roach-infested apartment, and no food and
be on welfare ... and have a lot of shit thrown at you every
time you try to get something that's rightfully yours, that's
the problem, it's just the whole ineguities,"” What is neces-
sary to solve these problems? “Truly socialism, where the
person controls his own life, He controls his own factories,
he controls the wealth. ... We have got to make a revolution,
we have got to change it before they change us."

Pat does not believe the revolution can be built by
individual people. "I don't believe in counter-institutionalism,"
she explains, stumbling a 1little on the word., “You know like
Space City! or running your own food commune ... you've got
to demand that the government provide enouzh money because if
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the only way you can eat is by getiting a food co-op if they're
exploitin~ you at the supermariiet, you've ot to put your foot
dovm, you've got to organize and you've zot to take back what
is rizghtiully yours."

2low would you do that, I ask, say just in reference to a
supermarxet? Pat is a litlle surprised, and ner answer iz a
little confused., "What would I do? I would have a total boycott;
I would get everyone in the neighborhood who is being exploited,
tell them, to stop buying their food there, and then this food
supermarket would be forced to ,.. say it's Just one supermcrket,
say i1t's Jjust llom % Povp's, because these huge chaing you can't
do anything with because they're all over the nation ... but
I think in one example if you organize everyone to go azainst
then, then they'll have to give in ... maybe to buy them out or
something like that ... YTou just, you really can't do anythinz
unless you make a revolution, you've just got totirow em out, put
peovle in.. . who 2re of the lower people, but just have a
council run that food store, have the neightorhood run it. The
neighbornood decides how much the bread's gonna be, and what
kids work there; they're gonna start hiringz kids that live in
the neilghborhood, not somebody that drives his Porsche dowvm,"

Pat sees herself involved in causing changes because
"changze has got to come, or we're just gonna suffer, we're
gonna die. I think that I'm doinz sonething because people
that I'm around will be affected. I think that I can cause a
revolution by the people that I know, and that's good, BEut
I don't know how I can affect the world scheme of it; I'm not
such an egotist that I think that anybody's gonna remember me
after I'm gone except the people that I knew." Thoughcfully,
she continues, "I think that if it ever comes (the socialist
revolution), 1'm gonna be a leader of the people 2round me,
not of any national thing, but people, say like in my neighbor-
hood, If they feel threatened, they're gonna cone running to
ne to ask me what does this mean, you know? So I think I'll
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just carry on the revolution in the peonle around me, and try

to help everything zo smnoothly in the revolution ... I'm gonna

bz in the party, in the wvancrard, but I'm not gonna be the leader
of the vanzuzrd.”

Pat has lived in Iiouston since she vas five; before that
she lived in Oklahoma and several places in South America be-
cause of her father's work in oil. She, her ten-year-old sis-
ter, and her parents all share the housework, but it is the main
tasis of family quarrels because her nother wanits everything
cleaner than everyone else does., Pat describes her family as
very open, including ovenness in the expression of anzer. “But
I think it's a zocd family, we respect each other."

"I don't know how I was raised," Pat says; "I wasn't really
conscious of growing up, it just seems that one day I was four-
teen or fifteen years old.” This phrase was repeated many times
during the interview, The family always had a maid until Pat
was twelve; she describes her as a fantastic, happy person with
whom . she had a close, positive relationship. She also spent
much time with her mother, however, going on trips and “doing
a lot" with her.

Her mother, whon she calls by her first name, came from
Appalachia and worked to achieve a Ph, D. in psychology; she
does drug research. "iiy mother is fantastic," says Pat; "I
think it's more of a big sister relationship that we have for
each other, we respect each other and the only time we don't
gset along is when she gets into that mother role, like very
vetty things like she expects a freshly ironed cloth table-
cloth even though it doves take two hours to iron it ... Kost
of the time we just do bsautifully ... She's workinz with
N0V, and they're really reformist ... 1t gets on my nerves some-
times because she sees the socialist program and knows it's
the best one, and she still works with them ... People used to
tell me, I know she's a reformist but she's a fantastic
person, and everybody has the same feeling about her ... I
don't know, she's going throuzh a phase., I hope she comes
out of it., She's still doinzg a lot of good worx for both of

us so we're all happy."
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2ecause her nother is involved in [0/ and she is a socialist,

n
wo discussed the antagonism tetwizen these tuo grouns. There is
a lot red-baitinz, she explainod., ".Jhy have socialism because
people in KOV are professional women and tha’s runs countser to
everytnins they'we ever been tauznt., Tihey'ra gonna have 1007
tax on everything over 325,000, that would talk2 money away from
them; they would abolish the nuclear family, they would do very
revolutionary things, change the whole moda of government, If
they're gonna work for a woman in the Democratic party, then to
abolishh the Democratic party is not in their best interest, so
they feel threatened ... also they think we're gonna run away

with their movement."

Pat contrasts her father, an enzineer workinsz in computer
prozgramninzg at a "shit job,” with her mother., He is very in-
tellizent, she says, but doesn't want to use his intelligence,
"I think that's the nain reason that I really don't like hinm
very much, is that my mother is ambitious and always doinz some-
thing creative ... and he Jjust sits around and lets nhimself rot
vse iy mother and my sister and I, we understand each other,
but I really don't know how my father fits into it, I'm not
sure .., L really don't know what he does, I mean he brinzs
nome the money but other than that ... iy dad ... well, it's
more Just being able to stand him ... he doesn't really know
how to express love or anythinz ... my mother will say I love
you, I love you four, five time a day, and she acts like it,
and she's very open and responsive and he's not, and so, I
just don't respond to him at all, it's kinda don't climb on
my back and everything will be fine."

Pat's whole extended fanily still lives in Appalachia;
they are rednecks, she says, lower middle class, She visits
them often and has good rapport with them except they think
sihe should change, should be datinz and havinz fun right now,
"I don't think you can cut off your family," she nuses,

Pat started kindergarten at four, first grade at five,
Iast year she was a high school freshman, but this year she
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is 2 junior and she will graduzte just after she turns sixteen,
Interested in literature, science, "anythinzy that's relevant,"
sha says, "I've always enjoyed excellinz in thinzs." In grades
ugh sir she was makiny D's; "I can never explain that.,"

She supposes that ia those years they just didn't teach her

anything she wanted to learn. ler mother threatened her with
having to stay back a year, and since then sne's made A's and

3's., A good teacher, she says, 1s friendly but expecting you

to excel; she is relaxed and "pretty young, not older than sixty,"
2 zood disciplinarian, smart, nethodical, and zttentive to

individual students and their protlems,

Pat transferred from the public school to a "very liberal"”
Catolic school this y22, vartly in order to skip her sophonore
year. In the public school, she s2ys, the women only wansed To
get married; "it was very depressing.” She used to give semi-
nars on women's liberation and abortion, and she was lauzhed at,
They called her "the girl from women's liberation" and she did
not like being singled out in this way. The public school was
dirty and the peoprle there were catty, immature, anti-achieve-
ment, not interested in s2rious things. She feels that shsz
should go back because she is letting her money buy her out of
what everyone else has to suffer through; she should experisnce
it to get a2 better idea of what has to be changed., But she was
just too tired and couldn't cope with it any longer.

The Catholic school has its problams; the students are snel-
tersd just by taking up their time with "sometimes six or
hours of homework a night." The hour-a~week of religion is a
draz but it doesn't matter,. She loves the fact that it is an
all-woman school, "The sisterhood and the feelinzs together
are just so, I don't know, it's just lovel The deepn together-
ness that I think -- I think maybe it's chauvinism but -- I

even

n

think wonen 2re just much better than men! Or at least the

men I've met,” There is no competition among the womzn at the
school, ZEveryone's interested in each other's stories of find-
inz a zuy, but since there are no men around, no one is jealous;
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men are just veoonl

o=

shilp has beconz =2

+ bolc)

ey, not sex objects, "I think my relation-
lotv nore mature because it's more, I'm his

friend, And there's nona of that datinzy bullshit that I used
wo 7o throuzh,"

Pat's first awareness of teiny female came with the growth

o]

£ the wonen's liberation movement, "I juct became so proud of

e

T." iomen are "very gentle and very tender ... I think it
tartad oui with my father; he never impresssd nme, so I didan't

ct O

aink too much of men; and the women I've met, in any organiza-
tion they're always the lezaders, they're touzh but yet gentle,
they've always said the nice thinszs, they've always bzen the
very fine people with pasrsonalities ... !0st of the important
people in my life have been women. They've 3ot to achieve, and
it's zood ... Tney're revolutionary just by their whole asp=sct

of 1living ..."

Fat feels at ease around most suys. "With zuys I won't put
up with too much shit; I'1ll put up with almost anything from a
sister. But guys, I can take 'em or leave 'em ... 1I'm very
relaxed with those that I associate with, because we get along,
they're nmy very good friends." She describes dating as "a lot
of ass-grabdbing ... You never get to know the person, to have
any rapport or relationship ... It's exploitative, when you
make someone pay for your six-dellar ticket." Going out in a
group to have fun:is "friendship," not dating, and she does
a lot of it, As for protecting ezos, she won't say anyching
that she ¥mows will hurt a man or woman she likes, although
she can be openly antagonisitc to those she doesn't like.

Pat's favorite pastime as a toddler was to take off her
clothes and play in the sprinkler; shz still loves water and
swimning, er doing this was fine with her mother, but down
the Cklahoma strest a twelve-year-old boy was always called
into his house when she did it, "Peonle had children, but,
I just naver really thouszht about it., I knew where babies
canrte fron, ny mother had babies, but I sure didn't know why
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sn2 hed 'en ,,, It dida't really make any differsncs ... And
I ¢till feel that way, you can if you wani to but if you don't
want Yo, that's fine because thai'w Just 2z normal, A lot of
nasole cay thot 1T wou Jon't have szax, That's not nornal, but
I con't think o, You can 30 like for szix =onths ,,, and if
you wont vo with one person tazn fine, you don't have to do it

with everytody Just to prove you'rz liberated or whatever,"
Pat thinlks back to ner first sexual relationships several

years 270 and relates that there was zo much she didn't exvect,

1)

and naivete about tacihnique. "You learn, you learn fast, but
you*re sure surprised ... 2 lot of it is-ﬁﬁiidealism they shove
dovm your throat ... Peonrle use each other and rou should kiow
a®out thinzs like that 30 you can make value juldzenznts bafore
you do anyithinz that yonu regret.” S5Sex educaticn should include
rzlationsinip-Jjudszinzg: *“Judze for yourself what kXind of relation-
siip you're in and decide for yourself what is aporopriate. Is
it friendship? ‘iould you like to be a lover? Is this somebody
you'd like to get married to, is this somebody you'd like to
care a lot about, or is this just, you know, a one-night thing?
Also, you should tell people that sexuality is normal, sc any-
thinz you want 1> do is fine, Don't be inhibited, and expect
what comes, there's no set pattern ..."

"Also in sex education I think you should teach women not
to let themselves be exploitasd, not to be concerned what other
veovle thousht of them about it ..., well, I think also the dan-
ger of women's liberation is that we've all gotten this I've-
got-to-be~liberated thing, and that's just 2s conformist as
anything else."

If Pat got pregnant now, she'd feel she'd been very stupid,
would get an abortion and then be more careiful, Although her
mother, suvports the abortion law repeal campaign, she thinks it's
a ‘tragedy to kill life, FPat, however, feels "It's your body,
it's like having a cyst or a tunor, you have it removed and that's
it! ..« I think I'd have a lot of static from my mother on
that line, but I wouldn't have the kid anywzay, and I wouldn't
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feel bad about having the abortion ..."

Fat participated in 3rownies and other activities as a
child, but was never an officer or evan a good nomber; she was

v,

notv 1appy. "Those years were just kind of dull except for my

nother ... I was Just

“

itting around waitinz to b2 ,.. torn!

3

I was dead,” »

0f those years she says, "I never have had a whole lot
f friends ... I don't think I'm very open toward people, kind

Q

-

of shy .. wien I Xnow someone enough I'm very oven ,.. If
someone is friendly, I love talkinz to people ... When I'm
talking about a real friend ... I'm talking a2bout someone I

+ss really love, and value," Pat Imows many reople she likes,
but expresses a requirement of real intimacy and trust before
she would call them friends, Now, she says, sie is happier than
ever before., She 1is asszociating with people wino are eightesn
and oldzr, and is "not bothered with people who are immature and
petty, I Just can't take veople like that ..."

"I'm a romantic at heart," says Pat; ziie loves going out
to dinner with people she really loves, listening to music, sit-
ting home and reading, baking cookies, going on trips with
friends. "I like everything quiet, like right here, it's very
peaceful ... I like order in my life, I like to walk into my
bedroom and I have this one light, and a pillow I've had for
seven years, and I like to sit there by myself and read..But
also, I like change and I like to see new peonle ,.. I like to
2o different places but also I like to be very regular, I like
to lmow what's coming up, I don't like unexpected things." Pat
is most comfortable in different ways under two different con-
ditions, solitary and group. Alone, she is most relaxed at
home about eight at night, with some lights on, baking, having
a record on, reading a book, and maybe having a lonz distance
call from friends who call randomly. ‘lhen she's with people
with whom she's at ease, she is comfortable doing aimost any~
thinz, She is comfortable with her socialist friends while

)

she was uncomfortable as the lone radical in a public school.



set liere? But I don't bollieve in Zod becauss it's just a
vilite Anzlo-3axon person doesn't appeal ©o e ,..out I think
there's zol te be something, but I don't know wh2t it is, I
think there's zot to be something zreater than nen, but I don't
believe in anything like a God ... kan's vretty bad, he doesn't
do wnat he's supposed to, but I think there's a better man ..id-
den inside himself, and I think as we go alonz I hops we'll in-
prove, out I don't know ,.." Pat sees both a connection and a
contradiction between religious and political involvament. The
idea that one must do what is good stands against the idea that
God will take care of everytainz,

"Those Jesus freaks," says Pat, "still helleve woman's
place is in the home, hearing children.,"” Zut she is for the
most part accepting of them: "“Those people have found what
nakes them happy, and that's fine., I think that everybody,

I think if anyone would deny e the women's moveinent, or the
high-school-students movement, I would be just a shell of what
I am, So I think that's fine, they've found what makes then
happy, and more power To them." She knows Jesus Ifreaks who
speak in tongues; "They're crazy, it's really weird, but as
lonz as they don't try to cram it down my throat, well that's
good,"”

Soma of her friends were taking a new convert to a canmp,
had a wreck and she was killed. Vhen told about this, Pat
cried, because the victim was "a sixteen-year-old woman, and
I feel a lot of togetherness with those women., I don't care
wno it is." The friends, however, said this was a wonderful
weekend in which tney'd szen the will of God, calling their
friend homes, "And then I hated the Jesus movement because i3t
was just an escape! 5But then I realized everyvod
an cscape, that's the way you do it, I was zlad they had
son2tiing; I wouldn't b2 2ble to cone w
it vecause I don't believe in that, I vould say, 'Ly God, I've



54

xilled her!' 3ut if you can justify it, then that's good, be-
¢ suilt, zuilt will e® you in the end,"

-

fat considers Shi rley Chisholn a reforanisi, and the De-
nocratic party com tely corrunt and rulin~-class;
aduires Chisholn for belng so aabitious and overconiincs her
caclizround and environment, S3She would like to b2 with a man
lixe Conrad, and admires nim for overcoming sex-roles to give

his all to what he believes in,

Debbie Sweet, Pat belicves, 1wust be a very sincer=z, emotional
erson., Doing something like she did "won't chanze a lot but
t'11 make you feel better.," "I don't think I could do anything

W3 e kb

ublic, because I wouldn't be that enotional, I'd be more
cold," Pat says, but she is very expressive to the people
she knows, "I remember just bawling over Kent State because
I know how bad politicians and everythinz are but to send po-
licemen to just shoot dovn four innocent young people ..."

A march is much more constructive than individual action,
Pat believes, because people become involved in movements by
building a march, "You get more inspired by 2 million people,
I went to April 24, that's what really started, well not started
the radicalization but it helped because of the unity with your
brothers and sisters, ... I don't know if anything can sway
those people up there but if a million people marching against
the war can't, then nothinsg will,"

I asked if she felt she needed more training or a hisher
position to be more effective at causing change, "Well, I
think definitely you keep learning ... about iarxist thought
and Leninist thought ,.. But I think I 2m in a position to do
something ... even if I only bring one wonman to women's lib-
eration I've done something ... You can zet them involved with
reformist politics or the anti-war movenent, they're finally
zonna evolve and see that they're not doing anytiing until
they vorkx for the revolution,”

About Soni Romans, Fat says, "It's just another case of
people zettin' cdowvm on hizh school women ... It'=s so oppressive.”
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HZer parents would have backxed her in challengzing the rule,

although her fatlher would nave said, "ilow nuch is it gonna

cost?" Fat would have used the strusgile to build 2 coalition

and would have zotten NCW, all the politicol partiess, and

every vpozsible orzanization to endorse har fizgat, "I don't

don2 atout

setting them thinlking,
t can cone out

Pat got involved in II0W about six months befcie her nother
1

did, then dropned 1T because she fe

&

t 1t was not applicabls to
nool women. 3he had donz2 2 lot ol ¢
taat'm Lihers™ion

vn Reed, the writinzs of Joxn Stuvart i:ill.) She met
+

[
r'y
o
+
0]

:illett and édeveloned pride in being a wonman, "realizing
it was the best thing to be" and se2inz that "most people
weren't like my mother, had been abtle to excel, most peonle
wiere clerks or something, I wasn't going to be like that,

I knew I had enough money, enougih anbition, but most people
éidn't, so I had to do something about that,"

The major zoals of women's liberation are "to nake women
realize they are oppressed, an oppressed majority not minority,
that they have the power to changze it, and then to change it,
Also, abolish the nuclear family, and to make relationships
batween the sexes more equal and more ' ojen, and less ex-~
ploitative.” Pat believes that women have the right to con-
trol, not only their bodies, but also thelr wealth, their

53
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inds, and everything, Beauty contests are "exvloitative ,..
their definition of beauty is something different; I like
1 nes of peonle ... they try to convinczs you that you're
uzly because you're not five feet eiznt and have blond hair,
I'd iikxs to abolish them ... I don't want to scund arbitrary
or like I'x: just doing it to be revolutionary, but I think
ive on women.," Sh2 discuzsed social-
ization srocozses involvinzg nalka-un, fashion, deodorants,

Zetter than anyone elsz, Fat undersiood ny guestion
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avout wmat it would take to be a sironz and coazetent indivi-
1 answerad in the most dainil, "4 re2rson needs an ed-

(]

: - ~on oyt Eal - - S R T T 3 3-ee - .
ueation, for zrowih of thlnikinzg, a zZood wnersonaliiy, the will

to achiave, and cositive attitude. And 2 will, 2n ability to
tend a little Hit, you can't be inflexihle ... Tcu have to te
1i

cind of an 1ide

[ d
}J

t, you have to xnow whal's your zoal and work
toward it ... A good personality is everyihing that's strong and
good, lovinz and caring." The type of education necessary is
to "be aware of what's goinz on in the world, have read a lot,
be reasnnable, to know historical precedent .., beinz able to
taXe care of yourzelf, being open."

Pat expects to be comfortable and hayny mucn in the future.
"1 understand mys21lf better than I used to, so I'm gonna be very
frank, I'm not gonna do anythinz I don't want to do, so I think
I'm gonna be very haopy, 'cause I'm gonna decidz, am I gonnz be
hanpy here? And if I decide, then that's what I'1ll do."

She couldn't say, however, what she'll ve doinz in ten
years, when she's twenty-five., "So many thinzs I'm interested
in. I may be a full-time professional revolutionary; I may
be a doctor; I may be married ,., lio, I don't think I'1ll be
narried," (Why not?) "Uh, I've seen a lot of bad marriages,
very intelligent loving reople who arc married to people that
just are so bad! And also, people may marry, in the beginning
they may be perfect for each other, but ten years later they're
so opposite, I'll probably be living with a groun ol people
or with one person, I'll be living with somebody."

wenty-five years from now, her 1lifs is a real blank, "I'm

a very indecisive person, I never can decide anything unless
it just hits me in the face or, having not decided it's been
decided for me ..." Thls statement seems siranze coning from
a {ifteen-year-o0ld person wno is alrecady d:eply involved in
many aspects of life and committed both to versons and ideas,
"I'11 be trying to b2 hapnpy .. I don't !mow wiere I'll be or

wio I'1l te with, sometimes I kind ol fantasize that I'm gonna
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ive with ny mother ..." Zier ambition for life, in fact, is to
eat a werson or group of people she'll he vary hanpy with, "I
suess that I'm an idealist ... I want to find zomstody that I'1ll
e very onen, and will love -- I {hink there's such a thins as
love =~~ you have to nurture it, you have to nale it gZrow and be
gtrong. Becaus2 I could be almost anything except a nousewife
if I found somebody that I cared enough atout. I'd bve very

hapoy."

"I'm a very comnlex person," Pat tells m=2; and who could
dizazree? She iz highly political, but her liTe's ambition is
to find somebody to love. She is a thinkinz person, analyzing
life situations and her own experiences and ideas ("Judge for
yourseli what kind of relationship you're in and wnat is ap-
propriate"), but certain questions trigger an automatic socialist-
line response, She 1is a well-taugnt, dedicated socialist and
feminist, but she puts her ideology in the same category as the
ideologies of Jesus-freaks and others: "“everybody's gotta have
an escaps, that's the way you do it."

Pat talks about giving power to the "lower people® so that
they will control their own factories and supermarkets, but she
speaks of public schools as dirty and the peonle who attiend
them as irumnature, petty, anti-achievement, uninterested in ser-
ious things, and says, "I just can't stand vpsople like that."
She c¢alls her Appalachian relatives backward and “redneck,"

In this respect Pat is like kintz, one of Lane's students, who
"favors the 'idea' of working-class power, but does not like
individual memters of the working class, whom he finds vulgar."
Tat considers herself a leader, a member of thz elite (thouzh
rnot a leader of *the vanguard, an interesting distinciion), and
places zreat importance on achievement; yet sh S

novenent to overthrow the “the big peonle,” the “proféssional
wonen in NOW," the leading clazs, 7PFat says the "little v

will rule after the revolution; but the immasurity of anarchy

or of acktions outside denocratic centraliszsm will not be allowed,
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fis last set of contradictions in herself was the only
Tus2d to really exanine, Jhen I questioned
immature people like those at the public scihool,
I think you find that in rich scaools too, 2r-
arznts have drummed into then that they have
to achieve; I don't think they really want to, 1t just dependson
who druns vwnat into you ... Because my parents could just as
asily have drummad into e that I'm gonna et married and have
ht

eizhtecen kids, I was just lucky and got something decent drunmad

’J\l

into my head. You're almost gonna be what your parents want
you to bz, You're a product of your environ .ent. You can changze
that slightly, but you're not gonna change 2ll that much," I
persisted:s "Poverty and powerlessness are problems that you
have never really suffered from., How do you think you feel
this concern for this varticular thing?" ".iy mother alwvays
brought me up to be responsive and loving," she replied; "I'm
just a humanist., I can't stand for people to do things that
are wrong, blatantly wrong, and they're gettinz so much out of
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e went throuza a whole spectrun of chanzes, we started
out beinz liks Yipwnie-iypes, just havin' fun, revolution for
whe hell of it tyoe thing, then we started getiting in deeper
and nore serious, then we saw things Jjust weren't gonna work
the way these pcople sald they were, no natter what they said,
they really didn't care that nuch .., Smoke dope for the revo-
lution, fuck for the revolution, a2ll that kxind of stuff ...
ridiculous! Then there were other people who seemed really
sincere and dedicated, but they definitely thouzht police and
the government were real enenles, and they nad guns, they did!
I didn't like that; I just got the idea, work within the system,
you know, back to that, ‘e Jjust got fed up with the whole
thing because everybody seemed to be bullshitting no matter
who they were,"

Amy and several Iriends spent about a year as radical
political activists, They began in the anti-war movement,
being in study gzroups, going to marches, "... and I was
going out and tryingz to change people too, I nate to say
it; and when we'd meet people like Jesus freaks we'd try to
confront people and try to change’‘'em, you know, win 'em
over to radical ideas, make 'em realize what was zoing on,
vnat was being done to them, how they shouldn't stand for

that +e¢ I do feel I was tryinzg to change things."
Any spent time with the Red Coyote Tribe, the Little

Red Schoolhouse and Hich School Rising (underground news-
papers), Space City!, John Brown Revolutionary Leazue and

the People'*s Party.

Zxcept in workinz for women's liberation, Amy says,
she has less chance than a man - to effect changs. "iie were
real proud of ourselves because for a while our high school
parar was all women excspi for one or two guys who didn't

do anything, we were glad about that; but in othar grouss
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I know I did and I think my friends did, {eel like we couldn't
talk, were scared to talk -- well, it wasn't just that they
were nen, just the others that were older, the bigsees of the
radical movement, you know? 3ut I did think a lot of times,
There were nen presenv, I1'd feel more self-conscious about

Being white generally makes it easier to work for changes;
"If you're trying to talk to soneone, the peovle you're trying
to reach, and they're racist against black neople, it would be
easier to talk to them as a white person. And azain, maybe
narder, since I am from a wnhite middle-class backzround, people
are zoinz to say, hey, man, how do you know? So ... both ways."

How the political activities of Amy and her friends have
pretty nuch come to a standstill} they have "blovin off every-
thingz" because it wasn't having an effect. "When you're think-
ing of other people as enemies, it's not gonna work, because
all you're gonna end up with is some kind of war maybe ...

You have to try to talk to people I think, and get 'em to
understand, but if you're yelling at ‘em it's not gonna work,
I guess that's why I believe gomehow working within the sys-

tem, I don't really know how ..."

Her short body hidden by a blue work shirt and jeans,
her dark hair long and thick, Amy arrived for the interview
late and embarrassed because she had forgotten our appoint-
ment until I called to remind nher. Throughout our talk she
seemed to think she was not a good interviewee; she tried des-
.perately to figure herself out and explain herself to me,
but she felt she was doinz a poor job. Sitting across from
me, her face sensitive and her dark eyes troubled beneath
thick eyebrows, she explained that to be a strong and coi-
vetent individual, a person should "have their head straight,
know themselves, like I don't ,.. This takes time and ex-

perience really,"”

Amy thinks that, with more knowledze, she mizht becone

active again and be nore effective, and she expecis To Te
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political in college, 32ut "I hove I'll bLe very careful in
doinz so; rigat now I don't trust any political thinz at all,"

Cne of Auy's friends, wno wag active with her duringz tae
e

.

political year, recently tried to comuit sulcic
arose nartly frou very deep problens in nier nersonz2l Zife, but
also from the hopelessness she sees in the world situa
Any encourazes her friend to take courage, to think of
ture which is bound to be better, 7o me she confides that she
too is "soinmy throuzh bad tines, I'm just so mixed up about
everytning there is, I'm really dissatisfied with myself." She
is tryinz to get rid of a 2ague guilt that she nust have sone-
how rejected or failed her friend; she is attenpting to odrinz
hope to her friend while she recoznizes the source of her
friend's despair as legitimate and real,

The worst problem of the world "and I don't think it'll
ever be solved" is war., Also, "sonething about governments,
the way certain people, no matter what, can just about have
control over all the people .., tite injustice of that. Like
here, so-called democracy, some people are way on the bottom
and otners way on top, holding people dowm ... So I guess so-
cialism is probably the best thing, I don't xnow ... I'm sure
there are bad points to that too." Sone kind of crisis or shock
would be necessary to nake people realize what is zoing on

so that they viould compromise with each other,

The presidential race is "such a big game, I don*t know
if I could suppnort completely any oi the candidates.” Any
tould like to be a Senate page. though, because it "might be
interesting beinz on the inside seeing things goinZ on ...
veah, I zuess 1t would be interesting," She thinks that "in
a way I could feel equal" with the nale pages; "we'd be doing
the same work and we could talk, but then again, protably that
y me beinz a wonan and then belnz nen ...

barrier would exist
e fferent allowances.,"
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She nan2s Salrley Chisholm and Pella Atzuz as women in
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politics, and explains the absence of more women by "the whole
idea of the woman's role in the home,,., also the idea that no
matter what women get into, if it's a so-called man's field,
they're gonna mess it up... like women drivers, things like
that, they're just supposed to be really dumb... Iilost people
don't think women would be competent,”

Amy approved and enjoyed the actions of Debbie Sweet and
Carol Feraci, especially Debbie because she was receiving an
award when she spoke out, Amy would love to do a similar
thing and has even dreamed of telling the president exactly
what she thinks; "but I think I would have been scared to
death, too... like Hoover, he'd be watching me every step for
the next twenty years,.,." The main reason to be scared, how-
ever, would be her parents' reactions. They would think it
was "really disrespectful, speaking against the government
like that, the president himself, Plus they'd give me all that
about my future, how it would affect it and hurt it, and hurt
my parents... hurt all of us, our job futures, that people
would harrass us and things like that, also just what their
friends would think." This is how they felt about Amy's
brother's draft resistance.

Amy is sixteen, a junior in high school, She was born in
Houston and has lived here all her life, preferring living in
one place to having to move all the time. She has known most
of her friends about four years.

Her parents both work and often get upset about their work,
but they go out a lot and have many friends. Neither of them
is in good health, and her father might die of a heart attack
at any time, Amy describes her family as "not close at all."
She does feel close, however, to her twenty-two-year-old
brother and her twenty-year-old sister, neither of whom
live at home. Housework was always a "big fighting thing" in
the family, with the parents trying to make the children do
it and the children rebelling. Now, someone cones in once a
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veek and Any herself has little houseworXk to do,

"I can't really see anytiiding they did to raises us," Any
says. "We aluays scemad to be rretiy much on our own; we al-
ways felt superior to them," ‘hen Any was in the fourth zrads,
ner Ffamily wvias "real nessed up," iler older cisier vias vary

ous, fighting especially with her father; voth fathor
and sister would throw tantrums., A family counseclor failed
to help, and vhen Any's sister was in the tenth grade, she
noved away., She nas never lived at home again,

ilonz2 of the children in the family liXe their parents!

personalities, and all have rebelled azainst them. There is
the classic problen of the parsnts not listeninz to the child-
ren and neither side understanding the other. Amy does feel,
however, that her narents really care about them, Althouszh
they stronzly disagreed with their son's draft resistance,
they finally supported him in doing what he felt was right.
And just recently, when Amy's sister told them that she is
zay, she was impressed that they "toox it better than she ex-
pected," even though "it was a real shock, it was hard on

them,"

Especially because of her parents® ill health, Any is
in a tense situation as the last child in the family with a
chance to fulfill her parents' hopes. "They've had two biz
blows from ny otrother and sister and they may Jjust expect me
to do something strange too; on the other hand, they know I
plan to go to college and I guess they do expect me to go on
and make something of myself ,.,. They want me to gest married,
have a family and all that.,"

Onez of her parents' big worries is drugs, she reports;
"they know we all do anyway, so ..." Another parental fear
has to do with politics: “They're always afraid we're being
nanipulated by somcone else .,. They don't hate us like some
parents mizht, or kick us out; they Jjust think we're wrong
and sonmeone else iz doinzg it to us ... They don't understand

that n2ybe it's our own free will,”



Any can't renewder when she decane conscious of bain
zirl; “ny chiildhood iz vretity much 2 blank," 3he baliev
thiat men and women usually resvected each other when she
was livtle, but she isn'i sure, She rencnmbers being sick
sometimes and her nother wanting to stay noue with her, but
"I viouldn't want her to." As a cnild, Any didn*t climb trees,
play dolls, or do anythinz I could naite; "I guass I just
nlayed, you know?" She remenbers no favorite foys. She
played mostly with her sister and her sister's friends; she
didn't know many children on her block because, like Rachel,

she went to a private school from nursery through third grade.

Those first years were her Tavorite time at school, She
dislikes the pressure; assignments, and grades in her present
school 1life and there is nothlng much that she is learning,

Snhe has some bad teachers who insult students who ask gquestions;
but she continues to make pretty good grades and thinks she
will enjoy collez=s, Getting away from home will help her

to get dceper into her studies.

For several years Amy was in Youngz Judea, a Jewish youth
group, lHer sister had gone to Israel throuzh that organization
and had encouraged her to do the same, For a while Amy hoped
to do this, and for a while she liked the organization; “ut
then she wvas just in it in order to go to a summer camp she
really liked, She has dropped out completely now, The kids
in it, she says, are "snobby; it gets down to religion, I
don't know, the Jewish people I see, nmost of them just nake
ne sick the way they are, I guess that could sound really
bad, but - on, I'm generalizing likxe crazy - they're rich,
and snobby, and I just didn't like that.,"

Any's parents go to temple every Friday night; she goes

twice a year for the holidays. Relizion is not very inportant
to her; "I don't care too lucn about it, but yet I will defend

L

,..: e

t, I thinlk, If someone criticizes something about Jewish re-
O

Lision or Jewish neople, I think I will defend it, but I don't

.

really care that much about it for myself ... for one thing I
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don't kncw that much about it ... it's how I feel generally about
relig‘ion vee”

"Relizion, " Ay believes, "is just sonethingy to keep veo-
ble Gown ... It nales ne lauzh, last year I went throuzh all

ad revolutionary and all thatw,
I read the Autodbiosrarnhy In I, e was 1alxing about lhe

white man's religion, howr it ke

vl

a
Caristianity, how veonle think they have to e zood for the
afterlife, also whatever happens is ju

in Zod's hands; i people dovn in tke sens
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not zonna try to chanzge things because they just believe God
will take care of it.," I asked what she thought motivated
the Berrizans and other religious people to get involved in
radical movements, “"lirui, I forgot about them," she said,
"Tney see thinzs that are wronz, they just thinXk they should
try and change them, I guess I just have this stereotyre of
Jdesus freaks or Southern Zaptists.”

Any needed much clarification on "Imagine some time wihen
you are really comfortable.” Do I mean reality or a drean?
she had to know. Zither, I answered, "iiine's more of a dreanm,
like I haven't decided if I prefer a nice comfortable life
living out in the country, or if I just want to go on, geot a
zood education, get an interesting job, something I want to
d0 eso My ideal would be living on a farm close to the city,
and every morning drive in." She would not be comfortable
in a risky, challenginz situation "unless I had: sone kind of
security, unless I knew things would be all right; I guess I
alwvays have in the back of my mind, things will be okay."

A grimace was her answer to what she would be doing ten
years from now., I[laybe she will be workingz, savinz money for
a farm. And twenty-five years from now? "I really don't know,
I hate to think about that I guess."™ ho would sne like to be
like when she is older? "I don't know that any adult wvomen,
really. One person I know, a vsycnolozist, I'd like to be like



ner because she's very oven-ninded, sh2's cool, she's kind of
a freak herself; she's forty or somethiny ... i.y sister s
ut 2 couple she xnows, the woman is about 35 and

the nan is 50, and they're both real active and into thinazs
eee I zU23s soneone like that, In compari
wvino are say the same age, there's such a diiferencel"

Amy would like to marry eventuzlly, but not soon, She
does not feel at ease around most guys. "The worst part is
just getting to know the person .,. I have so few nale friends.
It's really bad, but there's always that understood thing that
I'ma girl and he's a guy ... so 1f I just want to be friends,
there's @lways that feelinsz, and I don't like trhat at all ...
Cnce I get to know them, we can be friends and I can feel com-
fortable,"

"The whole idea of dating," she says, "I'm not too crazy
about., It's just such a little game, the talkx is lizht and
gigzly, the whole atrnosphere seemns such an act." Some of her
friends go steady, some date around, some date in groups, but
for all of them it is a "definite role thing" witnh the boy
asking the girl and paying. One friend tried oveningz the
door for a guy and payinz for herself, and it really offended
him., For other friends, "messingz around” is just part of the
date. “If people want to zZo out together, it depends on the
people, you have to be comfortables, not feel this is your
place, this is what you're supposed to do. The girl should
be able to open the door for herself, and pay for herself,
unless it's a treat like for her birthday; and maybe the zguy
can't get the car so the girl will drive, what difference
does it make? I think it should be equal."

Any tries to protect men's egos; "I don't know if it's
just their personal egos or the fact that they are men.," She
also feels jealous of a guy froua time to time but seems very
embarrassed to say so; “0-o-oh, this is crumny!" she noans.
She mentions that it's hard for her to answer guestions like
tais because she is just bezinning to ask them of herself,
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She would rather have a man defend her because she feels she
can't defend herself; "I hate to admit it." Here she seems
to see women's liberation ag a standard she is under pressure
to live up to.

Amy doesn't think her parents ever told her a single
thing about sex or where babies come from, Once her mother
gave her a booklet to read, but they never discussed it. Sex
to her was mysterious and dirty. There were never many babies
around and she and her parents were always fully dressed, al-
though she doesn't think her parents would have minded small
children being naked, Display of affection was not too com-
mon in her family, she says, "maybe once in the morning and
once at night."” She spent the night with other girls, but
can't remember having a lot of friends, and doesn't remember
any curiousity about other children®s bodies, She did learn
bits and pieces about sex from talking with other children,

If Amy got pregnant right now, she would feel "terrible,"
In a way, she thinks her parents expect it; "they're just
kinda waiting for me to do something. I really don't think
they'd be too shocked ... It would really hurt them, of course,
and it would be terrible too because I don't want to have a
baby, that's for sure."” She probably would have an abortion,
although i1f her parents wanted her to, she might go off some-
where and have the baby adopted,

Since parents are too scared and embarrassed to teach
their children, sex education should happen in schools, with
boys and girls in the same class. The idea of a woman being
taught about sex by her husband is "stupid."™ The rule that
Soni challenged was also "stupid, ridiculous,"” and Amy would
have taken it to court just as Soni did,

The major goals of the women's liberation movement are
equality in jobs, breaking down roles at work and at home, so
that women don't have to be secretaries and waitresses, "So
many people I know think of women's liberation as the women
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want to be men, and that's stupid. Just equality, to me that's
the whole thing." Amy supportis family-connected child care
centers, similar to the kibbutz in Isreal,

When Amy was little she wanted to be in beauty contests,
"but not lately," She considers them absurd, “"cattle drives,"
There is a barrier between her and a contest winner. She has
a friend who is very pretty and dresses up a lot, and it was
very hard for Amy to get to know her. There is some envy, but
mostly she is just uncomfortable with this definition 6f woman-
hood, She is pretty close to her other girlfriends, "My best
friend and I are so alike, we're like the same person.” At a
partywnere boys and girls are separated, she would chovse to be
with the girls, She "would feel more comfortable, wouldn't feel
that I was going into the other room to try to get paired up with
someone ., So many times that's the way it is at parties and I
can't stand that." She would feel pressure from the other girls,
not to hang around the boys. "Sisterhood is powerful"” means
that "if women can work together they can pull themselves out
of what they're stuck in.*

Amy is confused about the abortion issue, "lost women in
women's liberation are for it, I think, and I'm for women's
libveration .., 2 lot of women, if they don't want to have a
taby, they. .shouldn't have to, but then again, I can't help
but thinking it is murder.” The law should leave the decision
t0 each individual woman, but abortion shouldn't be a common
thing "where a woman can just blow off birth control methods
vee It is something definitely serious.” Birth control educa-
tion and availability are extremely important,

A woman changing her name is not "that big a deal, but
then again there is the thing that you're no longer whatever
your name is, you're now Mrs, David whatever his name is, I
think that's really bad because you are now part of the man,
it's taken away your individuality ..." Both people changing
their names seems "really good to me, it's symbolic that they
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are becoming one, not just one being part of the other, they're
forming something new." The title Ms, is helpful in over coming
the subtleties of women's oppression: "So many of the little
things ... like with women, if they're not married that will
imply certain little things, like something's wrong, she can't
get a guy, and then if she is married it's for men to say,

stay away ... The Ms. is just kind of neutral,"

Amy thinks "it would be really great" to be married to a
man like Conrad Chisholm. "Because so many times it is the wo-
man, she's down below the husband, does everything for him and
is looked on as a servant; and I think that's really good, be-
cause he really cares about her and wants to help her out,
make her more comfortable,”

The other day Amy put her name on the blackboard on a list
of people who were leaving class, When she came back, someone
had written "Ms," in front of it, "That was really neat ...

In that class I didn't think that many people knew how I felt.®

Intelligent, educated, concerned and sensitive, with radical
models in her sister and brother, Amy has much potential for in-
volvement and achievement in the world, She understands and
wants to rebel against the oppression of women, She has, how-
ever, little support from anywhere to reassure her of the worth
of her personhood., An unhappy home life, parents that arouse
both hostility and guilt, disillusionment with her faith, and
a poor picture of her physical, sexual self, add up to very
little personal efficacy., Political and feminist awareness,
coupled with a low sense of efficacy, result in despair, She
is, however, just now going through a time of questioning, a
time of searching for new methods and new answers; hopefully,
a2 new belief in herself and a new vision may arise.
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Susan is seventeen, a senior bound for college and law
school, given to spicing her conversation with dramatic voice
changes, humorous facial expressions, and light sarcasm., Her
hair frizzes wildly out from her face, Behind her wire-rimmed
glasses, her eyes twinkle and her eyebrows arch to reinforce a
bit of subtle humor. She is not surprised by anything I ask her;
she has thought everything out in the course of living her life,

Born in a medium-size Texas town, Susan lived in Austin until
she vas six, then in Michigan until she was fifteen. She spent
her summers in Texas, Seattle, and Hawvaii, accompanying her
father, an educator, on his trips. She has really enjoyed trav-
eling, has "learned more that way." When she first moved to
Houston she disliked it, but she is glad now that she came because
she knows what it takes to adjust to a move.

Her hard times when she first moved to Houston came because
of the conservatism of the people compared to the liberalism of
her university-oriented lMichigan community, and because of the
"repression” in her 4,000-student Houston school compared to the
freedom in her 1,000-student Michigan school., People here called
her "hippie" and "Janis Joplin",

Susan says her parents have "the ideal marriage, All the
other people I know, their parents sort of epitomize suburban
life, they're pretty unhappy with their jobs and things, but my
parents feel what they're doing is important. My mother's had
pretty unhappy things happen to her (what they were, Susan doesn't
say), but they're very happy, they're very close,.. Their bvasic
values are very much the same, and they're the type of values -
that would lead toward getting along. They're very much involved
in church, that's one of the centers of their life, but it's more
the kind of Christianity that means 'we care about other people‘,..
So of course you would have to work extra hard in your marriage
to make that go right."
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Susan has two brothers, nineteen and fourteen; they are a
close family. She is not close to any extended family members;
both grandfathers are conservative llethodist ministers who live
far away, and her corporate lawyer uncle "doesn't think I should
be a lawyer because I'm female,"

Susan plans to bring her children up the way her parents
have raised her. "They've considered my opinions important; a
few years ago when my brother and I were getting into the anti-
war thing, they really weren't against the war, But they re-
spected how we felt, And now they agree with us, It's this
basic trust., .I have a lot of freedom, but I would never abuse
this freedom. The basic abuse would be lying to my parents about
something. 1I've done things they don't approve of... and they
know about it, but they still respect me. I trust them to tell
me the truth and they trust me to tell them the truth.”

Susan has indeed had more freedom and independence than any
of the other five women; "they let me take the car last summer
and travel all over the country looking at colleges.® Not abus-
ing the freedom, in this case, "would just be being responsible
about the car," One difference Susan hopes to have in raising
her own children is to keep roles out of the family; "children
should be more involved in keeping the house running, so it's
really a whole total family thing." In her family, her *"father
earns the money, mother does the work, and we help occasionally.”

Her parents hopes and dreams for her are that she would "of
course go to college, probably to graduate school, have a good
job, get married and live a nice happy life,.." She smirks and
continues, "Especially my father sort of hopes that I do some-
thing, some sort of career., I think they would more like to see
me go into some sort of social work... The biggest thing is just
that I would do something with my life, They don't expect me to
be as career-oriented (as her brothers), I don't have to be as
successful myself, I sort of get to live vicariously through my
husband, he can be successful (laugh)," Her little brother is
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"expected to go right down the path to success, probably in some
science," They expected that her big brother "would be the law-
yer; I would be the social worker,”

Her parents' main fear is that she may become too radical.
"Diana what's-her-name.,., who started out nice and good and all
of a sudden she ended up in the Weatherman bombings... Well, my
father got all upset over that article and I think he's afraid I
might turn out that way. Which doesn't really fit me as a person,
because I'm not super-radical-- and very anti-violent., Also one
of their major fears would be the whole drug bit, because ny
brother for a while was a speed freak,"

Trust and acceptance color Susan's whole life, including her
childhood; but she did not experience any radical upbringing. She
spent most of her pre-school time at home, with her mother, and
never went to nursery school or kindergarten. Until she was four,
she played mostly with two girls next door, then mostly with the
boys in the neighborhood, and in second grade began playing with
girls again, She is the only woman in our group who really liked
to play with dolls, and during the years that she played army -
with the boys in the neighborhood, she always got to be the nurse
and the cook, She didn't like toys, but played house and loved
games like mother-may-I., Susan doesn't remember liking fairy
tales, and she was not athletic or good at sports; "I've always
regretted,” she says, "I never could climb a tree," She joined
the boys in going without a shirt only until she was three, then
she was "very much ruffles and frills" until the ninth grade.

Susan loved school, although she disliked having to be quiet;
"I was a very sociable little girl,* she says., Except for last
year when she first moved to Houston, she has always done very
well in school.

Susan belonged to neighborhood clubs, and participated in
Brownies, Bluebirds, Campfire Girls and Girl Scouts (one at a
time.) At five she took "all these lessons-~acrobatic, tap, bal-
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let, baton, and for two years in first and second grade I took
ballet which would supposedly make me graceful, but I hated it.”

"I was pretty unhappy in junior high, and when I got to
high school I realized everybody is unhappy in junior high., Ev-
erybody I've talked to felt they were very inferior, especially
when you talk to people who were supposed to be up in the high
social levels, they were just as unhappy and felt they were in-
ferior to everybody else, too."

Susan was a class officer in ninth grade and active in the
French club., Her school now has a government grant to develop
an environment week for all Texas high schools, and she has been
working on the plans, Her main activities have been outside of
school, however, She worked with Houston Switchboard for a while,
then quit because of their "violent Red Coyote politics." She
has helped organize the peace movement in Spring Branch, and has
draft counseled, She has been especially active in the Methodist
Youth Fellowship. In Michigan this group made up her closest
circle of friends; they were a social action group and worked on
an Indian reservation. Here, MYF is more of a social group but
they are now beginning to get involved in action.

Although none of the women interviewed had an ideal sex ed-
ucation, Susan's was perhaps the most open. There have always
been many babies around her; she has babysat a lot and has much
experience caring for children, "My parents gave it to me pretty
straight" about where babies came from, Although her parents
were “pretty prudish®™ about children being undressed, they were
openly affectionate with each other and with the children.

Susan spent the night with other children often, and when she -
was six the neighborhood children had a very elaborate marriage-
game devised in order to see each other's bodies, "I was married
about twenty times,” she says. She doesn't think the adultls

knew of this game or would have approved it; she had a friend -
who was severely punished, giving her the feeling that "this is



™

really wrong. Now it has the effect that I wouldn't want to put
my children through this because this is just natural.”

In fifth grade she and friends pored over Trus Confessions:
"That was just sort of exciting, it wasn't really allowed,..
I suppose around junior high I realized that the only reason for
sex was not just to have kids.," 1In her liberal Michigan school,
the tenth grade biology teacher let the class study whatever
they wanted. They spent a whole semester on a complete sex edu-
cation course, Sex education should happen in schools, Susan be-
lieves, "just even to relate to the opposite sex. I had a friend
who dated a guy who was a junior and didn't know that girls had
periods, I think it makes you more liberal in your attitudes,
especially toward homosexuality and so on."

Getting pregnant right now is "not even a feasible question
because I wouldn't run the risk of getting pregnant. I also
wouldn't get married right now." All her relatives expect her
to get married, have children, and run a home, "I would love
to have children because I really dig kids," she says. 'I‘'d
like to have two and adopt a million. But they're not going to
be *my® children and my husband pulls in the money for them,"
Most of her peers, she thinks, probably believe that she does
not want children; but they just don't know her well,

Dating in Houston, Susan says, follows formalized social
rules, In Michigan, kids just got together and did something.
Here, "it would just totally ruin some guy's view of his mas-
culinity, and here they seem tc have very strict rigid rules as
to what a man should be, for a girl to ask a guy out unless it
was just one of the socially acceptable ways." Most people in
her school steadily date one person, but the people she's around
most lately don't really go on “strict rigid dates" but rather
go to the park and wander around and talk,

Susan feels at ease around most guys, unless "they're going
to expect me to be this idea of (her voice drops to a whisper) a
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soft gentle girl who's going to be very docile and let them do
everything,.. I'm not at ease because I can't play that game,

I don't want to play that game, Iy mother tells me, 'Now, Susan,
you've just got to flirt with a guy.' I don't believe in insin-
cere flattery, and everybody pretty much knows that, so when I
say something they know they can trust it to be something that

I honestly feel., I'm not going to tell a guy (her voice becomes
very soft) how big and strong and wonderful he is, and my good-
ness I'm just so glad to be around you, in hopes that he might
ask me out.” If ego-building is justified, however, she might
do it, she says, giving an example of bolstering a guy's self-
concept when someone else was belittling his really good qual-
ities.

Susan plans to marry sometime, but "I'm not gonna run any
house for him, we're gonna run it together. And 1'm not gonna
do the dishes every night and the washing and the ironing...
First requirement, he has to be able to iron... It has to be
the kind of thing where he can share.” Susan does not plan to
end her career when she marries, "And I don't want my husband
to be involved in the kind of job that would require me to stay
home, like, it would be virtually impossible for my mother to,
until five years or so ago when we were old enough to take care
of ourselves, to have left the home because my father's out of
town so often, We could organize our lives where he would be
as involved in, say, raising the children.”

Although she likes going to the park, being in the woods on
a nice day, wearing jeans, and sometimes going to the ballet "be-
cause it's such a fantasy situation,”" Susan is the only person
interviewed for whom being comfortable "very much so® includes
challenge and risk., "I require being challenged," she emphasizes,
She is comfortable discussing ideas with a group of people who
are all contributing and respecting each other's ideas, It is
best if they are somevhat liberal but not if they agree on every-
thing., They must accept her for what she is, and not expect her
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to play games with them, She has planned her future with this
in mind, picking a collegze with an intellectual climate and an-
ticipating that law associates will enjoy the same things, too.
In addition, Susan is "the type of person who reguires solitude
quite a bit... If I'm upset, I don't like to make my decisions
being pressured by a group or anything, and I like to think
things out alone, and sometimes I just like to wander around
alone." Being comfortable, she says, is "pretty necessary for
my sanity.*

Interwoven religious and political involvements are at the
core of Susan's life. “I'm not really sure where my political
views have affected my religious views... It's been an inter-
acting sort of thing. They've both influenced each other...

A political involvement is necessary, I feel, if you want to
label yourself Christian. To be Christian you must be concerned
about the world around you,"

Susan's faith is not based on agreeing with the doctrines
of a church, "I have sort of evolved my own beliefs," she says,
"They're more how a person should live, and they're basically
Christian because that was the moral structure I was brought up
in, but as to believing in the resurrection and all that, I don't
think it's really even important... A lot of religion, especially
Christianity, is oriented to what I'm going to get in the end--
I'm gonna get saved, Oooohl-- I think what it should actually
be is, I'm going to be a better person, I'm going to contribute
more., The basis of my religion is caring, about other people,
so that of course would be the basis of just about anything I
would do."

"] can see God on two bases, one, as an uliimale ideal that
everyone is striving for, or else... I feel like when you die,
your soul becomes part of the universe..., At times I can feel
sort of different vibrations... which I interpret to be that,
and most people say, ‘she's a loony mystic.' I feel that a lot
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of the so-called miracles that people attribute to God are more
a combining of forces of good. If you believe something hard e-
nough, and enough people Yelieve it, it{'s going to happen.”

Susan doesn't think of ©od as male; in fact, she relates
with a grin, she got to play God once in a Sunday School play.
She has been in a parish with a woman minister berore, although
few women are lethodist ministers and they are usually in cam-
pus situations, What other roles do women play in the church?
*All the subordinate ones," Susan answers brightly. "Usually
director of education, if it's not paid; if it's a paid job it's
more often a male, All the secretaries are women,™ she continues
in a cheerfully sarcastic voice; "all the Sunday School teachers
are women, because no men will be Sunday School teachers,"

Cn the Biblical subordination of women, she says, "I had
that verse in the Bible read to me last year, and I think that’'s
just a reflection of the social times of when the Bible was writ-
ten... and we know it's not true now.," She flashes an impish
grin,

The Jesus movement, Susan believes, is a lot of emotionalism.

"I can't discredit it entirely beczuse they got my brother off
speed... But I think it's almost substituting one crutech for
another."” Last year, about half the kids at her school got "saved."
"It seems to me a lot of the kids aren't doing it so much because
Christ was a really good person, or the ultimate, but more be-
cause he said they were saved and that took care of everything,"

Susan seems not to need any crutch; she is secure in her
own worth, her own opinions, her own activities., Her activism,
she says, is a way "for me to express my ideas in the positive-
ness of the world. There is hope. I don't see any clear-cut
ways, but maybe my grandchildren will see it happen. I have to
be part of the solution just because of what I am; I'm an action-
oriented person, If you're not part of the solution, you're the
problem. This is going to sound like the back cover of The Green-
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ing of America, but I wrote it before I read it; I feel like the
individuals will change and therefore the society will have to
conform to them, including the institutions. It's going to have

to be done partially through the institutions because they're
the people with the power,"

The most important problem of the world is "that men learn
to live and share with other men, which of course would rule out
any wars, hurting the environment... for people to learn to relax
and really live."™ For people to be strong and competent indivi-
duals, they must be able to value themselves, to look at the past
and see they have done something, or see some hope., "If you look
back at the past and it's total negativeness, it's hard to see
any positiveness in your future, and you have to have hope."

Part of Susan's reason for draft counseling is "I feel that
women aren't involved enough in'the politics of today."” She is
against the draft because she believes in personal self-determina-
tion. She has been intellectually against war for four or five
years, and made an emotional commitment to peace during the last
year., She has had phone callers who refused to believe she was
the draft counselor rather than the secretary; "they didn't have
enough confidence in a woman.,"

There are so few women in politics because "women aren't al-
lowed, until recently it was very socially unacceptable, because
it was very threatening to most men., HKost men like to feel they
are more important, and if a woman is president, and you have a
first man, most people will say that's totally unacceptable, A
first lady is fine..." Susan plans to be married to someone who
would do what Conrad Chisholm is doing. If her husband were
running for office she would help him, and she would expect his
help if she were campaigning.

Susan isn't too interested in the presidential campaign be-
cause she doubts the major parties will offer any real choice,
She wouldn't want to work as a Senate page because she believes
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she wouldn't be accomplishing much. Working with men would be
okay; "it would discourage me if I were working in some law firm
and I were expected to do the typing and the secretarial work,
but if they were respecting me as a person and my abilities, it
wouldn't bother me, But I'd rather have other women working
around too,"

Debbie Sweet and Carol Feracl were "making the nmost of the
situation; it's not often you get to be facz to face with the pres-
ident. It's the sort of thing that gets publicity" and helps to
change other people's views. The women were not being disrespect-~
ful, because "he's not a king, I wouldn't bow to a king either,
but...respect has to be earned, Okay, he's kept us in the war,
s0o I can't resgspect him for that, He doesn't have too many women
up there in office, I can't respect him for that. We didn't get
a woman on the Supreme Court, I can't respect him for that," Su-
san would probably do a similar thing if she had the chance, though
first she would consider that it could hinder her future work,
espacially a political career.

Susan, like Soni, would have taken the schoolboard to court,
and her parents would have supported her; they believe in high
school rights of all types.

Susan believes abortion laws should leave the decision up
to each individual, "bscause I can't run another person's life,
Besides, what else does our society offer women? I don't see any
other workable alternative, But I can't support abortion, on the
other hand, because it is a form of killing." Once Susan took
several abortion-bound friends to the airport, "Here were thirty-
six girls standing around several months prezgnant, and they all
showed, and it suddenly hit me that that was life, And ideally,
it's created out of love,,. There should bs more of a move to
prevent pregnancy, make contraceptives more widely available,
publicize the fact that anybody can go to Planned Parenthood and
get them.,. I could never have an abortion myself, under any cir-
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cumstances,.,. It's just a matter of one irresponsible act--to
overcome another irresponsible act.”

In a dangerous situation, Susan would like to protect her-
self because she feels that someone else trying to defend her
would be more likely to strike back at the attacker than she
would be, She is leery of the word "defend" and is interested
only in protecting herself enough to get away. "It still would
be comfortinz to have someone there with you...like a guy tried
to rape me in Atlanta, it would have been nice to have somebody
there.,"

The major goals of women's liberation are for women to be
accepted as equal people, not to be exploited as sex objecis, ana
to be free to choose their lifestyles. Child care centers are.a
must. Susan has had a good experience with the nuclear family,
but she believes other lifestyles should also be available,

Susan has always had many friends who were girls, but "My
best friend right now was the first girl in this area that I was
aware of that had any sort of political awareness or social aware-
ness, and I'm the first girl she's ever been friends with! But
I was never like competing with other women for men,.."

"J've been to a lot of parties where the women were in one
room discussing (she mimics a feminine voice) fashions and other
interesting things.., and the guys were in another room discus-
sing politics, and I would go in with the guys."™ Unlike Rachel,
however, Susan puts a qualification on her desire to be with
males, "If the guys were discussing football and the women were
discussing social reformn, I would go in with the women, When I
first moved here, especially in the church group, I wasn't friends
with the girls because the girls here have been really pressured,
more than I've ever seen before, to be the sweet little things,..
they weren't aware of anything. Their whole interest was (fem-
inine voice) who they're going to go out with and my goodness,

did you see that cute new boy in town..., And I wasn't really that
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interested, I didn't think it was all that important to spend all
your time talking about your new clothes and your upcoming date.
And the guys were aware, and were involved... and so I broke a
lot of social rules, and it's taken me a year and a half to get
to be friends with the girls,”

. "In the light of so many women being socialized to have these
narrow, stereotypical interests,”™ I asked her, "do you think the
phrase 'Sisterhood is powerful' has any meaning at all?" "Oh,

it is, sisterhood is powerful," sha exclaimed, "First of all
more and more women are becoming aware that they are being op-
pressed and channeled.,., This year as I look around me compared
to last year, a lot of girls are a lot more aware" even in high
school and especially after high school.

Susan sneered at the mention of beauty contests. "That's
just exploiting a woman's looks; women have to be beautiful to
be successful... That has nothing to do with what a woman is...
I knew a girl who was fourth runner-up in the liiss America pag-
eant, and she was just a horrible person to be around... I really
don't like make-up, it's very repulsive to me... blue eye shadow,
and tons of mascara, and very made-up hair; my first response
would be, this person isn't being real, I think that make-up
is just sort of a mask to hide behind."” Susan says that when
she first stopped wearing make-up, "I felt really naked,"

A woman changing her name "is just part of the male domina-
tion" and Susan probably will not change her nams when she mar-
rieg. She is using lks. now, and so are many other people she
knows,

Susan, when she is older, would like to be like "women that
are involved in politics, I would like that type of role; or one
of my mother's and my closest friends is the type of person I
would like to be, She does care about everybody, she's helped
a lot of people... I'm sure she can go to bed at night and re-
alize, hey, I really did accomplish something today."
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Susan has a clearer picture of her possible future than do
any of the other women in the sanmple, Five years from now she
will be in law school; ten years from now she will be practicing
social or civil-rights type law and will perhaps be married,

She will live near a city but outside it, and not in a suburb,
where "all the houses are the same, everybody thinks the same,
everything's very sheltered, the same economic level, everybody's
white, of course," Twenty-five years from now, Susan will hope-
fully still be in law, and maybe have a political career,

Susan has been interested in law since the fifth grade,
"but I always accepted the idea that women aren't lawyers... I
shifted into social work because it was very acceptable, and I
was always encouraged, and I probably would be good at it."
During the last year she became very interested in political
science, and "I decided certainly I wasn't going to play this
game of what a woman should be,.. That had been coming for a
long time because I'd never been particularly the type that was
going to be dominated by any man." It had been coming for a
long time, but this last year was nevertheless important for
Susan. A significant question not answered by this study is,
how much of Susan's independence and certainty about her future
are the result of her being older than the other interviewees
and the only senior among them? This factor will be discussed
in the conclusion,

Although many elements of her environment and her upbringing
have sought to shape Susan into a traditional role, the main
message she has heard has been one of acceptance of her person-
hood, encouragement and challenge to do whatever she wants to
do, and belief that she is capable of just about anything. Susan
shares Rachel's desire not to harm anyone; she shares many of
Pat's and Amy's political views, Yet she escapes the fear of
commitment and of doing wrong that haunts Rachel, She does not
have Pat's acute need for intimacy and love, nor her tendency
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to give a party-line answer to certain guestions. 3She has the
support, confidence, and direction that Any longs for, Pat
would certainly point out that Susan is a reformist, and one
could disagree with some of the substance of her political views,
She is, however, open, thoughtful, and growing. Widely traveled,
flexible, independent, secure in a caring religious and politi-
cal view, Susan expects a positive and full life.
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CONCLUSION

Many of my pre-interview expectations were borne out in the
interviews, I found the ambivalence I expected over the female
role, I found that Pat, Amy, and Susan had an understanding of
the complex aspects of the women's movement; they exhibited
support for the movement and belief that the movement supports
them, Jeannine, Tommie, and Rachel, however, while approving
the basic social goals of women's liberation, did not identify
with the movement or understand its subtler aspectis., Even Pat,
Amy, and Susan let phrases of dislike for women in general slip
by unnoticed.,

The responses of these women did not reveal the "will to
fail" motive that I expected, It may be that this motive would
be revealed much more readily using #atina Horner's projective
techniques; it may be too that high school women are not yet
intensely subject to social pressures to fail, Several inter-
viewees said that from time to time they Jjust didn't feel like
studying, or got involved in "more important" things, but they
insisted these were not "on purpose," and they probably were
not, Tommie mentioned that "people really get uptight because
I make good grades" but she seemed to consider this anything
but serious., The main indication that pressures to avoid suc-
cess were operating on these women was their lack of a wvision
of their futures, which we will discuss soon,

All the women, as I anticipated, expressed some discomfort
around men or hostility toward them, Jeannine and Tomnmie, who
accepted many of the traditional patterns of male-female rela-
tions and saw politics as a man's job, made sarcastic remarks

about male incompetence and bungling: "Sometimes boys just
can't think..." "Sometimes these men make a bigger mess than
what a woman could do..,." "A lot of men are so dumb they don't

kitow which foot to stick in the right shoe...”
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In line with my expectations, these wonmen's relations with
males were complex, interacting with many other variables.
Jeannine, Amy, and Rachel all lack confidence in their sexual
identities; all of them are uncomfortable in their relations
with boys. Jeannine deals with her discomfort by clingingz to
one boy to protect herself from confronting her relationship
with the others. Rachel, on the other hand, flirts with many
boys, is "fickle," and wants to be popular with men in the
southern-belle fashion. She has no feminist understanding of
the game she plays and is comfortable around males only as long
as they play the game, Amy understands her discomfort from a
feminist perspective and is working toward breaking through
the barriers toward more honest, human relationships with men.

Pat, we have seen, is hostile toward men; she understands
this as a carry-over from a poor relationship with her father.,
Apparently she has also had some bad early experiences with
sex and boys. She accepts men on certain strict conditions;
sne understands the feminist viewpoint of male-female relations.
In her discussion of developing guidelines for judging rela-
tionships she seems to be working toward a more flexible and
personal attitude toward men,

Tommie and Susan are both comfortable around most males, but
for entirely different reasons, Tommie combines her early tom-
boyism with the dating game and accepts her role as a popular,
pretty girl, Susan, though never a tomboy, refuses to play the
dating game and makes her position as an .equal clear. She un-
derstands the exploitation that does take place between men and
women, but her attitude toward individual men is rational; she
is hostile when it is warranted and expresses good will at
other times,

A general tone of personhood, as I expected, does carry over
from one aspect of a verson's life to another; Rachel is gener-
ally fearful, Amy generally uncertain, Susan for the most part
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is a questioner but basically accepts traditional views in re-
ligion, politics, and sex roles; Pat is radical in all areas al-
though she believes other viewpoints are okxay for other pecople.
The question about Shirley and Conrad Chisholn revealed, as I
expected it would, that perception of proper roles for men and
women has a great effect on a woman's likelihood of political
involvement, Her desire for political involvement alzo has an
effect on her perception of proper sex roles, in that nontradi-
tional roles are necessary for her involvement., Pat, Amy, and
Susan, who are feminists interested in the political world,
think Conrad's behavior is great; Jeannine, Tommie, and Rachel,
vho accept traditional roles and are not involved in politics,
are very uncomfortable with the Chisholm arrangement,

The general trend is for a sense of personal efficacy also
to carry over into all fields. This is clearly true in Susan
who sees herself as effective everywhere, and in Jeannine who
sces herself as basically ineffective, Pat has a high sense of
efficacy in some ways and sees herself as intensely involved
both in personal relationships and in politics; yet she expresses
the belief that maybe nothing works. Amy, although she has
tried intense political involvement, has a low sense of effi-
cacy in everything. Tommie, I expect, will gain more political
efficacy when she has more information; it is likely that her
personal efficacy will increase as well, Even now she often
refers to her potential and to her desire to participate.
Rachel is confusing because she has a high ambition but does
not see a real picture of herself in that role. She also has
no sense of efficacy in personal relationships or in the poli-
tical world; she covers for this by disinterest in both of these.

One expectation about the effects of childhood socialization
very surprisingly did not hold, The tonboys did not grow up to
be feminists; the one person whose mother has a Ph,D. is no more
certain of her future plans than are the others in the sample;
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the one interviewee who liked to play with dolls and whose mother
never worked is the most sure of her plens for career and poli-
tical involvement,

This fact raises a great many questions., To begin with,
what role does bteing a tomboy play for a girl? Is it an ex-
pression of real interests which later change or are repressed,
and if so why does this happen? Is it an indication of efforts
to gain parental (especially paternal) approval, which must be
sought through feminine behavior when the child is older?

We also do not know the real meaning of playing with dolls,
babysitting, and so on. Certainly it is not time simply to dis-
miss the idea that thege activities train a female for her
"proper" role in adult life; but perhaps when accompanied by
other factors they have a different effect. Is it possible
that in some cases, such activities give a girl a sense of se-
curity in her sexual identity so that she has no need to prove
her femininity by having children or playing the traditional
role? Perhaps all childhood games are insignificant in sub-
stance; perhaps the child's sense of security, personal worth,
and potential are really more important. If so, how are these
acquired?

In the introduction I presented certain aspects of person-
hood. The interviews were lookinz for strong, self-sufficient
young women who have vocations and a political cosmology, who
are in community with other individuals, for whom there is a
degree of integration between comfortable times, everyday life,
and expsctations of the future,

Although these six young women have varying degrees of
awareness and interest in the political sphere now, and all of
them have major involvements outside their families, all but
one of them emphasize the personal, familial aspects of their
expectations of their futures, ZEven Pat, who is highly poli-
tical now, is most comfortable doing things like baking cookies
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or going out to dinner with people she loves; her ambition is
to find someone to love and be happy with. These aspects of
life are of course highly important. But if an adult person
has only a familial cosmology, can she be a whole person?

It is interesting, since five of these women expect family
life to be central to their futures, and since family life in
America usually includes children, to examine and compare their
feelings about having children. First we recall that Susan,
the most independent, politically involved, self-secure inter-
viewee, wants to have children because she "really digs kids;"
she has had much experience with taking care of babies and she
would "like to have two and adopt a million." She will not
give up her career for them, however; child care centers are a
must, and so is a husband who will plan his life with his equal
responsibility for his children in mind. But how do the other
women feel about having children?

Each of them is encouraged by some relative to become a
mother someday. Pat's mother would like to have grandchildren,
although Pat protests, "She doesn't expect me to give them to
her," Jeannine's, Amy's, and Rachel's parents want them to
have children; this has a great effect on Jeannine's plans but
doesn't influence Amy or Rachel much, "Really what they say
has no effect on me, at least right now," Rachel insists, Tom-
mie's aunts and parents want her to "do something good," to be
able to supvort herself in case her husband dies, but to be a
full-time mother when she has children,

All five women, despite such encouragement (pressure?),
fail to ratify the idea that motherhood is the state that every
wonan longs for. None of them has had nuch experience caring
for babies, All of their feelings about having children are am-
bivalent or negative, Even Jeannine, who sees her future only
in the family at this point, is extremely afraid of the pain of
childbirth, Tommie, who believes that marriage and motherhood
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will end her active life in the world, is afraid not of actual
childbirth but of having an abnormal child or of not being a
good parent; she says this fear is experienced by "every woman
who gets married.” Rachel says, "Right now I could never see
myself having children but I'm sure like if I was married and
I loved the man... I wouldn't have children unless I felt I
could be responsible enough, and financially secure; I'd take
a lot of things into consideration.”

Amy would be “scared to death, really,"” to have children.
"It's such a responsibility; parents, what they do whether they
realize it or not can really affect kids. ientally, they could
really niess ‘em up, ‘cause so many times kids have really bad
mental problems... their whole life would be in your hands...
lMaybe later I'll want to have children, I think it would be nice,
but not for a long time." Pat says she has "always thought I
had better things to do than raise children. If I ever had any,
which I don't intend to...it should be a kind of communal thing...
I don't think that as a mother you should be bothered with it if
you don't want to... I think this whole business of being a lack-
ey to a two-year-o0ld is crazy. You stifle yourself, run yourself
into a rut and nobody likes you, you're not happy, it's not happy."

It is significant that these women, who base so much of their
futures on their personal lives, have a nuch less positive view
of their personal lives than does the one person who expects to
be politically and socially involved, The point is not, of
course, that to be a full person one must want to have chil-
dren; the point is rather that a low expectation of involvement
in the "outside world" seems to correlate with a low expecta-
tion of happiness in these women's personal lives., A sense of
personal contentment in Susan, on the other hand, is certainly
related to her political involvement,

Perhaps I am not being fair; perhaps I am putting too much
emphasis on these women's feelings about having children., After
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all, Tommie has assured me that "whatever I do will be what I
wvant to doi" Pat has explained, "I'm gonna be very frank; I'm
not gonna do anything I don*t want to do, so I think I'm gonna
be very hapopy..." Certainly it is possible to live in a familial
cosmology that does not include children, At any rate, when I
see Tommie's, Jeannine's, Amy's, and Pat's interest, enjoyment,
and involvement with so many activities outside their families
now, I find it hard to believe that they will live in a strictly
personal world as adults, Nevertheless, this is for the most
part what they say they expect., This is, for the most part, the
life-pattern that countless women have followed in the past.

What exactly does a teen-age woman's lack of a definite am-
bition or life-plan indicate? It could indicate a realistic
acceptance of the uncertainty always inherent in the future,
and a style of creativity and flexibility in meeting that fu-
ture, Then again, if Sylvia Plath's The Rell Jar has universal
meaning, it could point to the possibility of eventual suicide,
Certainly, lack of ambition is to some extent an indicator of

the probability of a woman's having a career, or, more impor-
tantly, a vocation; certainly it tends to show a lack of per-
sonal and political efficacy.

This is an area which should be explored further. How wide=-
spread is young women's inability to envision an adult future?
What patterns of development accompany a woman's having or not
having such a vision? And does the vision or lack of it actu-
ally predict anything about a woman's future?

In such an exploration, a comparison with teen-age boys
would be mandatory. This study assumes that much of these wo-
men's lack of direction is a result of their being female at a
time of great change in the definition of women's roles. But
do teen-age boys have a stronger vision of their futures than
teen-age girls do? Ily suspicion, of course, is that they do.
They at least have the expectation that they will be working,
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and they usually have hopes that their jobs will be excitinz and
fulfilling. It may be that males with the sams backgrounds would
give the same responses, but the fact is that "males witn the
same backgrounds” do not exist. As liargaret iead explains, nales
and females simply live in different cultures in our society.
Nevertheless, comparison of the responses of male and female
teen-agers would be fascinating and enlightening, and should be
done,

This is especially true because studies of political so-
cialization have usually emphasized the importance of the father,
with some footnote to the effect that "the father's absence
seens to have a more pronounced effect upon boys than girls"
and no further questioning of why this might be so,- Each of
the women interviewed is closer to her mother than to her father,
For political Pat this is especially true; political Susan gets
along well with both parents but spends much more time with her
mother; political Amy has a poor relationship with both her
parents. Interviews with more women are needed before drawing
any conclusions from this information; but it is likely that
the importance-of-the-father answer does not apply to women in
the same way it does to men.,

Future research, in seeking the meaning of the lack of future-
visions, should investigate the will-to-fail motive in high school
women, perhaps using projective techniques and again comparing
male and female responses.

Further study should investigate young women's feelings
about their sexuality, and their feelings toward other women
and toward men, in hopes of discovering which combinations of
these variables are most likely to lead a young woman to be-
come a feminist,

Of course, the intriguing discrepancies in these women's
childhood socialization experiences and current realities should
be studied further. What is the meaning of being a tomboy?



92

What 1s the meaning of playing with dolls? Wnat do each of these
predict about a person's later development? What other variables
may be important in childhood socialization?

The basic questions of this study were stated in the intro-
duction, In an age of feminist revival, a time when conflicting
pressures seek to mold a young woman, how does she perceive the
traditional forces, the alternative forces, and herself? On
this matter, some insight has been gained. We asked further,
what patterns of development are necessary for a young woman
to grow in the direction of her highest potential? From these
six interviews it appears that the necessary patterns include
being loved, trusted, and expected to achieve, beinz exposed to
a variety of ideas, lifestyles and attitudes (including feminist
ones), and being helped to self-acceptance physically, mentally,
and emotionally, #ill these patterns remain constant in fur-
ther study?

I emphasize that the stories of Jeannine, Tommie, Rachel,
Pat, Amy, and Susan must be used chiefly to ask many questions
which could possibly be answered in future research, There are
too few women here to be sure of patterns or to explain with
certainty why they are the way they are, VWhat is it in each
person's background that can link her with others who will de-
velop similarly? We know, for example, that Pat's great admira-
tion for her mother and hostility for her father must have some
effect on her life, But do other young women with similar emo-
tions for their parents also become political activists with a
need for intimacy and a tendency to rigidity in some aspects of
their thinking? We know too that Rachel's family's history of
escape from persecution must affect her., But do other people
react to such a history in the same way? Simple, obvious ansvers
are subject to suspicion in complex gquestions of human develop-
nent,

Future study should not only include people of both sexes;
it should control for age. At this age level, one year can some-
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times make a great deal of difference in growth of maturity,
and 2 question certainly remains as to how much of Susan's con-
fidence, understanding, and direction can be explained by her
being seventeen and on her way to college, rather than being
fifteen or sixteen and anticipating a fun-time senior year in
high school,

It would be interesting to interview these same women in
five years, It would be good too to interview a new group of
women, all of the same age or with an equal number from two or

three ages.

In further studies of this nature, it would be worthwhile
10 interview each person more extensively, and at several dif-
ferent times. liore interview meetings would give the person
time to recall more, as well as an opportunity to get more child-
hood information from her parents. They would help an already
open relationship between the subject and the interviewer be-
come much freer,

A greater number of people in the sample is another must for
future research of this type. This would help detect patterns
in the development of young women, making a discussion of causes
and effects more reliable, It would be important to seek out
interviewees of various religions, and of various family, class,
and race backgrounds. It is remarkable, for instance, to have
even six middle-class wonmen, picked more or less by accident,
who all live in homes with both their natural parents. Thus
we have no picture here of the effect of parental divorce on a
teen-age woman. In addition, none of these women has  dropped
out of high school, and none of them has ever been pregnant,
Hopefully, the insights gained and questions raised in talking
with Susan, Amy, Pat, Rachel, Tommie, and Jeannine can be used
in learning nmuch more about the development of young women
from many backgrounds.
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Ily bias, I am sure, has been obvious throughout this paper,
but I would like to state it plainly here. I did not know any
of these women before I interviewed them, but because of my com-
mitment to the women's movement and my previous experience work-
ing with high school people, I was predisposed to like them and
to expect much of them. Obviously, I would like to see these
bright, interesting young women lead exciting lives, contribute
to the world, and further the cause of womankind, I do not have
many more answers than they do concerning the specific methods
of doingz this, but I do have an idea of the components of person-
hood that are necessary.

As a woman I identified with the women I interviewed; many
of their struggles are struggles I have experienced. For example,
Tommie's belief that she should marry late because marriage will
end many of her exciting activities is a belief I lived with for
a long time; I recognize Pat's conflict between egalitarianism
and elitism because I know it personally.

The interviewees were also not without bias. They were im-
pressed with my "research at the university." They felt very
good to be asked for their opinions on so many important subjects,
a fact that may indicate that they are often not expected to have
such opinions, and that they need validation of their worth.

They were interested in my questions and several mentioned that
the interview helped them gain insight into themselves,

I caught these women during two hours of their complex, ever-
changing lives, I believe that each of them is a growing person;j
indeed I hope that by the time this paper is finished, none of
them is exactly the same person she was during our talk together,

During the interviews, my predisposition to like each woman
grew into an admiration of certain parts of her character, a de-
light in her manner of speaking, an enjoyment of knowing her. I
also grew depressed when I discovered elements of each person
that seemed to me to work against the development of her fullest
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potential, I believe that these emotions, when recognized and
taken into account, do not work against the reliability of my
findings, No research is without bias and value judgement, al-
thouzh much research pretends to be,

But of what interest is it to political science whether or
not young women become self-actualizing? O0f what interest is it
to our society? ILane reports John Stuart Nill's criterion for
judging a political system as "this, and only this: the kind of
intellectual and moral growth (self-actualization) it produces."
If younz women in a society are stunted in growth, if they have
no vision of their futures, if they see no role models in the
political system, if they have no sense of personal or political
efficacy, it is an indictment of that political system and of
the society of which it is a part. If we care about the problems
of our society, and if we see these young women as interesting,
intelligent people who could contribute to the society and play
a role in solving its problems, then we must be concerned about
their individual growth.

"Every person is a mystery
that must be learned slowly,
reverently,
with care,
tenderness,
joy,
and pain,
and is never learned completely,®

- Anonymous

"Anonymous was a woman,"“
-Virginia Woolf
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COI'PONENTS OF INTERVIZEW

General Information

Family and childhood

Health

School

Clubs, activities, leadership
Religious activities and-beliefs
¥hat do you like to do?

When are you comfortable and happy?
Future

Political interest specifically in relation

to sexual mores and the
roles of women; includes
questions on Sex

Political efficacy

Democracy/authoritarianism

Relations
with males

Dating
Knowledge and interest about women's liberation
Relations with women

Self-sufficiency
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INTERVIEW

Name

Age

Grade in school

Birthplace

Have you lived around nere all your life?
Where else have you lived?

How do you feel about having moved a lot/lived in the same
area?

Are many of your friends people you've known all your life?
How many people in your family? Boys? Girls?

Do you get along especially well with father, mother, sisters,
brothers? Others you get along with less well?

Would you say your family is pretty close, or not?

Are you close to other family members, say grandparents, aunts,
uncles, cousins?

Wwhen people live together, there is a certain amount of work
that must be done - cooking meals, earning money, cleaning
house, mowing lawns, washing clothes, taking care of pets ...
How would you say this work is divided in your family? Who
does what? Do you yourself have chores? Do jobs rotate from
person to person? Is somebody in charge of making other peo-
ple do the jobs? Which are the favorite jobs? lost unpopular?
Do you pay outsiders to do some of this work?

Do you see your parents as happy?

How do you think children should be raised?

Were you brought up that way?

Would you say your parents were strict with you, or lenient?
What do you think your parents hope for in your 1life? Are
afraid of for you? Are your parents pretty relaxed with you

and the way they've raised you, or are they uptight? (dif-
ferences of mother/father)
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Do you recall some of the first times you were aware of being
a girl? How did you get this awareness? (comparison with fe-
male relatives? comparison with male relatives or playmates?
restrictions? privileges? dress? toys? tasks? 1in the
family or at school?) How did you feel about being a girl
when you were little?

How did the men and women in your btackground (extended family,
neighbornood) get along? Did they discuss things together,
talk about the same topics, sit in the same room at gatherings?
Did women wait on men, or on children? Did men fawn over
women? Respect? Efforts at understanding? Was there hos-
tility between them? VWas hostility expressed in arguments,
teasing, silence, sneaky powerplays?

Would you describe yourself as pretty healthy? Do you ever
have stomach aches, headaches, cramps, many colds? Are other
things pretty much 0K with your body?

How about as a child, did you ever get stomach aches before
going to school, etc.? Any serious illnesses, accidents, or
operations?

When you were sick, how were you treated? Pampered? Ignored?
Threatened? Treated matter-of-factly? Did everyone in the
family get sick about an equal number of times? How was each
person treated when they were sick?

What were your favorite pastimes as a child? tree climbing,
sports, dolls, bikes, pretending, skating ...

Wilhat were your favorite games? Who taught them to you? Your
favorite toys? Who gave them to you? Who did you play with
wnhen you were little?

Can you remember any nursery rhymes? Which fairy tales did
you like?

Did you ever go to nursery school? Did you like it or not?
Wthen you were not in nursery school, where did you spend
most of your time before going to school? With mother ?
Father? O0lder brothers and sisters? Neighbors? Relatives?
Any memories about this?

Did you look forward to or fear going to school? Why?

Did you like it once you went? What did you like most about
it? Dislike most?
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What has been your favorite time of school - preschool,
elementary, junior high, high school, college? Why? Your
worst time? Why?

Do you do pretty well in school? Have there been times you
did better than others? Why? How do you feel about doing
well? Doing poorly? Have you ever suspected you could do
better than you were doing? Ever purposely tried to do less
well than you thought you could? Have you ever been sur-
prised when you did especially well, or especially bad?

Would you say you've had pretty good teachers, or not?
What do you think makes a good teacher?

As a child, did you join groups of other children ... say,
a neighborhood cludb, Brownies, dancing classes? What do
you remember about them?

What about as you grew older, were you in Girl Scouts, clubs
at school or church youth groups ... in junior high? in high
school? What kind of clubs? Were these important to you, or
just on the side of your main interests, or what? Did you
enjoy them/enjoy not belonging to them/wish you did? Why?

Were you ever an officer, or a real active member? Was this
a position you had to work for, or did you get it by accident,
or what? Did you like being an officer/wish you were? Would
you say you were pretty effective, that you got other members
to participate?

Are you involved in such associations now? In what way?

Are you a menmber of any particular; religion? Does your
family attend religious functions often? Worship, socials,
committees, business meetings ... Do you attend these too?
Does your faith have a special youth organization? Are

you a member of it? What kinds of things does it do? so-
cial, evangelism, social action ... What do you think of it?

Do you consider yourself a religious person? Would you say
your faith is very important, moderately important, or not

at all important to you? In what way? (guides major decisions,
guides everyday life, determines morals, determines politics,
determines relationships with other people?)

Wwhat do you think of the Jesus movement? Do you know anyone
in that movement? How do you get along with them?

Dan and Phil Berrigan and other priests, nuns, and other re-
ligious figures have been active in the peace movement, and
others have been active in c¢ivil rights. Do you feel reli-
gious people should participate in politics in this way?
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¥hat do you think motivates them? iWhat relationship do you
see between religion and political questions?

llany religious vpeople believe that God wants women to be sudb-
ordinate to men. Billy Graham, the evangelist, has said, "Wife,
mother, homemaker, this is the appointed destiny of real
womanhood." “hat do you think of this statement from a
religious perspective?

This attitude is often based on the story of creation, with

Eve created from Adam's rib as a helpmate, and with Eve sin-
ning first and tempting Adam, Wnat do you think of this story?
Do you believe it? What do you think it means for you today?

For Jewish women: Jewish men pray, "God, I thank thee that
I am not a woman," What do you think this prayer means?
What does your religion have to say about the role of women?
Do you believe this?

How would you describe God? Do you believe God is male? Do
you believe the maleness of Jesus Christ is important?

Are any women pastors (priests, etc.) in your church body?
Do women vote in your church? What other roles do women
play?

What are some of your favorite things to do?

Think about some time when you are really comfortable, and

try to describe the situation you imagine yourself in, Wwhat
are you wearing? Doing? Outside or in? Alone or with others?
Who? Where are you - country, state, city ... What's the
weather like? ‘

tiould you describe the same situation if I asked you to talk
about a time when you are really happy? probe

Are you comfortable and happy in the way you describe much
of the time rizht now? 1In what ways yes and no?

Is being comfortable in the way you described very important
to you?

Could being comfortable include being excited, challenged,
in a risky situation, or are those two separate situations
for you? If separate, which would you choose?

In your expectations of the future, do you see yourself be-
ing comfortable in that way very much? Happy?

What do you think you'll be doing five years from now? Ex-
plore roles, activities, material surroundings, income ...
Ten years from now? Twenty-five?
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Are these expectations different from your ideal future,
your dreams?

Do you think a2bout the future very much or are you pretty
much living day by day?

Do vou think there is a purpose for people's lives? Whap
would you say this purpose was? How do you feel about that?

Do you have any particular ambition in life? Do you change
anbitions from time to time, or have you always wanted this?
vwhat do you think it would take to reach that goal? Will
you enjoy working for the goal, or will you just enjoy the
goal once you get it?

If no ambition, do you feel comfortable about this? Do you
think you might later on develop a particular ambition when
you have had more experiences, or would you rather not?
Does having a particular goal. above others seem to be a bad
thing to you?

Think of several adults who have been important in your life,
Would you say they were very ambitious people, or not? If

so, what kinds of ambitions did they have? How do you feel
about them?

How about your friends? Are they pretty well satisfied with
life the way it is? Are they working toward some well-de-

fined goals? Are they dissatisfied with things but not sure
how to change them?

How do you feel about the world thé way it is today?

What would you say are the most important problems of the
world today?

What do you think would be necessary to solve these problems?
goals - methods - individual v, institutional - leaders v.
common people - short range v. long range

Do you see yourself as being involved in trying to bring
about some of these solutions, either now or in the future?

Can you make some efforts in this direction now, or do you

feel you need more training or knowledge to be effective?
what type?

Cr would you need to be in a special position to be effective?
iiould your training or knowledge have anything to do with
whether you got in such a position or not?
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How about your being a woman? Do you think you have a
chance to make more changes, less changes, or about the
same compared to if you were a man? Why?

what about being of your varticular race? Does that make
1t easier or harder for you to get things done? ihy?

Are you very interested in politics, say, in the presidential
election coming up this year? Have you picked some of the
candidates that you might support, or others that you're

sure you don't, or are you kind of waiting to get more in-~
formation? (why, if candidate)

There are a few women in the House of Representatives, and
one female Senator, Do you know any of their names, or may-
be something about some of them?

Y'hat do you think of women being in politics? Do you have
any ideas why there are not more women in politiecs than there
are? (women not interested, not able, closed system ,..?)

For a long time, teen-age boys have served as pages (messengers)
in the U. S. Senate., Last year, after a long fight, three
teen-age girls were allowed to become pages. Can you think

of any reasons why the Senators did not want girls to be pages?
How do you feel about their reluctance?

wWould a job as a Senate page appeal to you? ‘ould you be
discouraged or glad to think of working among mostly men?
Would you rather be page to a male or female senator? Would
you rather work with men, women, or a mixture? Why?

Shirley Chisholm is a Congresswoman who is running for the
Democratic nomination for president. Have you heard of her
much? Do you think she would make as good a president as a
man would?

Shirley Chisholm is black and has often said that she is dis-
criminated against more as a woman than as a black person.
Does this make sense to you? Do you think it can be true?

Conrad Chisholm, Shirley's husband, has taken a leave from
his job to do background work and make sure she eats right,
gets to her appointments on time, and other supportive duties
to help her become president., Would you like to be married
to a man like that? (probe definitions of manhood)

what do you think of the way dr. Nixon has handled the pre-
sidency? (VYietnam, domestic issues such as race, poverty,
hunger, women's rights, the economy, law and order
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Twice that I know of in lir, Nixon's term of office, a young
woman has versonally and publicly disazreed with him about
his Vietnam vpolicy. About a year ago, 19-year-old Debbie
Sweet accepted a zood citizenship award from the president
butv told him in front of TV cameras that she doubted his
sincerity in giving her the award until he zot the U. S.
out of Vietnam. This January, Carol Feraci, who was pre-
forming at the hite House with the Ray Conniff{ Singers,
displayed a banner that said "Stop the Killing" and made

a speech against the war,

How do you feel about these women's actions? (mention
pro and con reactions, ask if they agree)

Assuming that you disagree with these women's position on
the war issue, how would you feel about using an award or
a preformance to try to spread your personal convictions,
whatever they are?

What kind of persondo you think would do something like
this? (unAmerican, disrespectful, brave, show-off, com-
mitted, sincere, average ,..)

Could you imagine yourself doing something like this?
what do you think you would consider before you did it?
How would you feel afterwards? (ask about reactions of
friends, family, teachers, effect of action on future
plans' etc, )

Do you think such an action is any different from marching,
demonstrating, picketing to get across your views? From
writing a letter to the president, or to your congressman?
Do you approve/disapprove of each? Have you ever done any
of these?

Speaking of demonstrations, there has been a campaign lately
to try to repeal abortion laws, Have you followed this at
all? VWhat do you think of it?

The policy of the campaign is that each woman should have
the right to make up her ovn mind about whether she should
have an abortion at all, With the help of her doctor, pas-
tor, family and whoever she decides to consult, she should
decide for herself if it is moral, safe, wise, etc, What
do you think of this idea?

Another part of the campaign is that there should be no
laws against the use of birth control pills and devices,
that again, people should make up their own minds about
norality, safety, etc, What do you think of this?

ifow do you feel about having children? Would you really
like to have cnildren, would you Jjust as soon not, or have
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you given it any thought? Do you think your relatives or
friends have any expectations of you, that you should or
shouldn't have children?

Wwhat if you got pregnant right now, how would you feel about
being pregnant? How would your varents feel about it? (dif-
ferences of mother/father)

Do you think you may (are you now) using birth control measures?
If these measures failed do you think you might consider having
an abortion? (If no, ask about rape, deformed child, etc,)

When you were little, were there many babies around in your
family or the neighborhood? What were you told about "where
they came from?" V¥ho told you? Did you help take care of
babies? (clean, bathe, feed, clothe?)

How did your parents (or other adults) feel about children
being undressed? Did you and other small girls go without
a shirt like boys did (if boys did)? Did children play in
the sprinkler? Bathe together? Sleep together?

Did you "spend the nizght" with other children, have slumber
parties, etc,?

Do you remember being curious about other children's bodies?
Was it commonplace for you to be undressed with other children,
or did you act out the curiousity in "playing doctor" or

other make-believe? How did adults feel about such games?
Wlere you ever punished for such behavior? (or were other
friends?)

Was it common to see your mother dressing, bathing, using
the bathroom? Your father? Would you say this was a good
or bad thing?

Were your parents openly affectionate with each other? With
you?

Do you feel you have always known about sex, did you just
gradually find out more about it, or are there maybe one or
two experiences that you remember as when you learned about
sex? (describe)

¥hen you were younger, was sex associated only with having
babies, or was it a way to have fun with someone you liked,
or was it holy, or dirty, or mysterious, or what? Do you
think you still look on it the same way you did when you
were little, or have you changed a little? (probe both
thoughts and feelinzs)
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Some people believe a woman should be tausht about sex by
her husband when she marries. ‘/hat do you think of that?
How should sex education be carried out? As a course in
school? Co-ed or segrezated? By family? 3By friends? Vhat
do you think sex education should cover?

If you were in a dangerous situation, would you rather have
a man defend you or defend yourself? Can you defend yourself?

‘Yhat is dating like for most of your friends? For other peo-
ple in the school? For you?

Are dates mostly in private boy-girl pairs, or in groups?
Do people date around a lot or go steady? Are there many
casual dates, or more formal, dress-up, special occasion
types?

What do you do on dates? (movies, picniecs, drive around,
eat out, go parking, parties, rock concerts ...)

Do you or your friends ever ask boys out or suggest a place

to go? Do you pay for some of the dates? Or do boys formally
ask a girl out, decide where to go, pay? Do boys open doors
for girls, hold coats, etc.? How do you feel about each of
these?

Do you feel at ease around most guys? Some? Do you talk
pretty frankly with boys or do you usually clam up, or tease
or flatter? VWould you say many boys are your friends? Do
you feel better wearing nice clothes and make-up around guys,
or does it matter?

Do you try to protect men's egos, for instance, acting dumbd
and helpless to let them feel smart and competent? How do
you feel about this?

ifhen you like a guy, do you feel jealous if he pays atten-
tion to other girls? Has a boy ever come between you and
a girlfriend? How do you feel about that? If not, do you
think this could happen? How would you feel about that?

Do you believe boys or girls get sexually aroused faster,
at a younger age, and more often? Or do you believe it is
about the same for both?

Should boys be more experienced than girls sexually? Vhy
or why not?

Should a girl be the one to hold the line to keep from going
too far, or is this the boy's responsibility? Why? Have
you ever been in this role of holding the line? How do you
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feel about it? Did you ever talk this over with a boy to
try to get him to share the responsibility? How did that
work out?

Soni Romans is a 16-year-old hizh school student in Channel-
view, close to Houston., She was married and had a baby wnich
sh2 gave up for adoption, and then was divorced, 3She has
good grades, 'The school had a policy against married or di-
vorced students varticipating in extracurricular activities,
such as choir, clubs or the honor society. Do you think
such a policy is a good idea? ‘hy/why not?

Do you go to school with any students who are married or
divorced, or who have had babies? How do (would) you feel
about such students? Do you think they would disrupt?

Could you imzagine yourself in Soni's situation? How do you
think she felt when they first told her about the rule? What
would you have done?

Soni challenged the rule in court and the judze declared that
it violated her constitutional rights., What do you think of
her taking the schoolboard to court? (challenging the author-
ities, accepting the way things are, causing trouble, stand-
ing up for rights, radical, American???)

What do you think of the judge's decision? What part of the
constitution do you think the rule violated? Do you know
whether teen-agers who can't vote actually have any consti-
tutional rights?

Thirty of Soni's classmates went to court for her appearance
there, to see how the court operated, to see what would hap-
pen to her, and to support her, Would you have been interested
in being there?

Have you been to court before? As an observer or participant?
What did you think of it? Or did youknow people could go
dovm to the various court rooms and watch the proceedings?

Do you think you might like to do that sometine?

Do you think a person who is interested in that sort of thing
should do it on their own time, or dd you think they should
be able to go during school hours? Do you feel watching a
court in process has anything to do with school, education,
etc,? How?

Do you think it is important for a person your age to find
out about how the courts work, or should you wait till you
get to college or out on the job?
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Soni's thirty classmates brouzht notes to school saylnv they
had their parents®' permission to go to the court session,

but they were suspended because the school only allows absences
for illness, that is your reaction to this? (explore causing
trouble, injustice, rigidity/flexibility of rules, wait till
after hizh school to change things?)

vayve the parents should have lied and said the kids were
sick, so the students would not have heen suspended, Do

you think so? (authority, getting by, standinz up for rights,
taking risks, what about your records and getting in to col-
leze or job)

Suppose that you found yourself in a situation like Soni's.,
Would your parents help you challenge the rule, would they
urge you not to cause trouble, would they believe you should
be punished, would they be ashamed to say that you were their
daughter, would they suvport you but feel helpless to do any-
thing about it, or what?

How would you feel about your parents for that?

Suppose you were a friend of Soni's and wanted to go to the
trial. What would your parents think of that? What would
your parents think of Soni's parents?

Would your parents fake an "illness" excuse for you? Would
they give an excuse that said you had their permission for
the trial, and try to get the school not to suspend you?
Would they give permission for the trial, but say you should
just accept the suspension?

How would you feel about your parents for these reactions?
(expvlore hostility, pride, resentment, affection, guilt,
debt, etec,)

The schoolboard's reason for the rule was that married and
divorced students participating in extracurricular activities
would discuss sex with the other students. Unmarried students
who had had babies were not subject to the rule because the
schoolboard thought they would be reluctant to discuss sex.
What do you think of this?

What do you think the school officials think of sex? Do you
think the school officials know their students very well?

Do you think the rule accomplished what they wanted it to?
Do you agree that high school students should not discuss
sex with each other?

Do you discuss sex with your friends? Do you believe most
of your friends are pretty knowledgeable adbout sex, or not?
Do you think many of them are sexually experienced?
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Soni challenzed a rule that had to do with sexual conduct,
You have onrobably heard of hicsh school students who have
challensed rules that said they could not wear armbands, or
loneg hair, or short dresses, or pantsuits; or others who
have opvosed rules against distributing underzround papers
on campus, J0 you see any difference in sex rules and other
rules? rHave you ever known any students wno challensed any
school rules? How do you feel atout such students? Have
you ever done anything like this? ‘/hy/why not? Elaborate,

ilow about your parents, would they see a difference between
Soni's action and someone who wanted to pass out an under-
ground paper? ZElaborate,

How about the school officials, do you think the sexual
content of this situation was extremely important, or would
they have been just as upset if Soni had worn an armband to
school?

Would you say that in general it is sgood to try to change
things when they upset you, or is it better to put up with
them until you have the experience or position or authority
to change them? Have you ever done the first? The second?

Some schools have had rules that girls must take home eco-
nomics classes to graduate, others have not allowed girls
to take shop or other "boys' classes"., Do you agree with
rules like this? Does your school have rules like this?
Would you see any reason to try to change such rules?

fdave you heard much about the women's liberation movement?
Does it interest you? ‘hat have you read about it? Kave
you been to many meetings, speeches, etc.? Wnich ones?

Wnat seem to you to be the major goals of the movement?
What do you think of these goals? (probe equal pay/equal
work, child care centers, socialization processes, men
sharing housework and child care, abolition or reform of
marriage, free choice of role for men and women)

wWwhat do you think is meant by the phrase “"Sisternood is
powerful®? Do you agree with that?

Are you pretty close to other girls, or do you feel com-
petitive with them, or both? %explore - girls you know,
women in general, why ...) What would your ideal friend
be like?

Say you're at a party wvhere most of the women are in one
room talking and the men are in another group talking, which
srouv would you want to choose to be with? Why? ‘Would
there be any pressure on you one way or another? \ould
you actually choose the group that you wanted to choose?
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(rrobe interest, comfort, nervousness, competition.) Or,
maybe you could think of some other alternatives, such as
leave the varty, think of a way to mix the two groups to-
gether, etc, Vhat do you think of this idea?

Have you ever been in a beauty contest? Vanted to be? lHow
do you feel about wonmen who win beauty contest, or women you
see who look like they could win a beauty contest? (envy,
identify, imitate, pity, ignore, feel friendly ...)

Do you know any adult women that you would like to be like
vinen you are older? ihy, how?

If a woman marries, it is customary that she change her name
to her husband's. Do you think this is significant? Some
women now are keeping their own names when they marry, and
some couples are changing both their names, What do you
think of this? Have you heard of the new title for women,
's.? (If not, explain what it is,) Wwhat do you think of
it? Might you use 1t?

Wwhat does a person need to know to be a strong and compe-
tent individual? (Probe skills, how to get places alone,
self-defense, understanding of identity and how it's

formed, history, relation to other people and to institutions)
Do you want to know these things? Do you want to be a self-
sufficient person? 1Is your education teaching you these
things?

Anything else?
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Jeannine, Tuesday, March 14, 1972, 3:30 p.m.
Tomnmie., Friday, March 17, 1972, 3:30 p.m.
Pat. Saturday, llarch 13, 1972, 1:00 p.m.
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Susan, Tuesday, barch 21, 1972, 1:00 p.m,
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