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PlLtFACE

After returning tram military eervioe in May, 1946, 
the writer was employed by Lamar College, Since that time, 
he has watched the school prosper both as a junior college 
and as a four-year technological institution. Consequently, 
he considers it a privilege to record something about the 
development and progress of the institution that has been 
so much a part of his life since 1946,

In the spring of 1949, an agendum, somewhat similar 
to the outline for this problem, was submitted to Dr*  

A, L« Kerbow, as a requirement for a course that he was 
teaching at the University of Houston, Dr, Kerbow seemed 
to believe that the topic could be developed into a doctoral 
study*  With this encouragement, the writer began collecting 
and assembling data that were later used in this disserts*  

tion.
The writer wishes to express his appreciation to the 

many Individuals who have assisted in providing the informs*  

tion that was used in thia study. President F, L, McDonald, 
Dean 0, B, Archer, and Registrar Celeste Kitchen at Lamar 
State College of Technology were helpful in making available 
college records and files, Ee acknowledges the assistance 
that was given to him by Professors II, R, lottrell.



lv 
A*  L< Kerbow, Milo E*  Kearney, 3. Red, and L» W» 
Hartsfield, who served on the Committee, He Is sincerely 
grateful to Professor June Hyer, Chairman of the Conmlttee, 
for her understanding attitude and for her helpful sugges
tions, Ee is particularly indebted to his wife, Mrs, 
Nell McLaughlin, whose valuable aid made it possible to 
complete the study In a much shorter time than would have 
been otherwise possible.



ABSTRACT 

? STATEMm OF THE PROBLEM

This study was an analysis of the development and 
expansion of Lamar State College of Technology*  It revealed 
how a specific college has reacted to community and area 
needs) it related some of the factors that brought about the 
expension of the institution) ani it showed seme of the 
changes in educational philosophy that were occasioned by 
the interacting needs of the college community*

SOURCES OF DATA

The most important sources of data used for this 
problem werei official college records, including reports 
from the offices of the president, the dean, and the 
registrar) personal Interviews with persons who have been 
closely associated with the evolution of the college) news 
items and editorials in local newspapers) and theses and 
dissertations written on similar subjects*

PROCEDURE

The social, economic, and geographical conditions 
of southeast Texas were outlined to indicate the background 
for the establishment of a junior college in Beaumont*  The
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Junior college movement in the United States, with particu*  

lar reference to Texas, was reviewed to reveal how it 
possibly influenosd the creation of a Junior college in 
the South Park Independent School District In 1923*  

Literature pertaining to the history of South Park 
Junior College, Lamar College, and Lamar State College of 
Technology wae examined) acts of the Texas Legislature that 
affected either the Junior college or Lamar State College of 
Technology were inspected) and interviews were arranged with 
persons who have been closely associated with the schools*  

Finally, the historical infox’matlon was organised and pre
sented in chronological order*

SUKMARX

The need for higher education facilities in south
east Texas, the effect of the Junior college movement, and 
the influence of L*  R*  Pietssch were some of the factors that 
led to the creation of South Park Junior College in 1923*  

Hie college was organised and controlled by the South Park 
Independent School District and was considered a community 
school*  ihrollment Increased from 125 in 1923 to 303 in 
1931, with the most of the increase coming during the first 
three years*

In 1932, the name of the school was changed to Lamar 
College*  It remained a part of the public school district.
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with no material changes toeing made in the administration 
or faculty# Then in 1940, Lamar Union Junior College District 
was created, and Lamar College was separated from the South 
Park Schools*  With new facilities and an enlarged curricu
lum, the college prospered,

A movement to expand Lamar College into a four-year 
state-supported school culminated in the creation of Lamar 
State College of Technology in 1951, Since that time, the 
curriculum has been liberalised and expanded to include many 
areas of study, some of ahich are not of a technological 
nature.

Some guideposts that appear to indicate the course of 
future development for the college arei (1) present plans 
for the expansion of physical facilities, (2) a changing 
emphasis on curricular offerings, (3) an estimate of future 
enrollment, (4) efforts that have been made to obtain approval 
by accrediting agencies, and (5) state-level plans for 
co-ordinating higher education in Texas,

The philosophy of Lamar State College of Technology 
has changed with the several periods of its internal organi
zation, There has been a marked and rapid shift in 
educational philosophy from that of a public school, college 
preparatory view serving a restricted and local area to that 
of a state college offering training on a four-year advanced 
level In a variety of fields.



TABLE OP CONTENTS

CHAPTER PAGE
I, INTRODUCTION • • . • .............     1

The Problem •••••••«•••••«•» 1
Statement of the problem ••••».«•• 1
Limitations of the study ••••••••• 1
Possible use of the study ••••••<• 2
Sources of data •<•.»»•«•»»»« 2
Objectives of the study •••••*•••  3

Definition of Terms 3
Procedures and Techniques ♦••»••••• 6
Review of the Literature *•••«••*•  7

II. THE JUNIOR COLLEGE PHASE OP DEVELOPMENT ... 13
Geographical and Historical Background * • . 13
Geographical background 13
Historical background •••••••*••  14
Early history of the South Park School • • 17

The Effect of the Junior College Movement • 22
The junior college movement in the

United States 23
The junior college movement In Texas . . . 30

South Park Junior College 33
The influence of L. R. Pietzsch • • . • ♦ 33
'A coirHnunlty college at South Park • • » • 37



lx
CHAPTER PAGE

L&m&r College 73
Selection of a name ••••••••**  73
A period of steady growth, 1932-1940 • . 75
Movement to expand the junior college • 82

Lamar Union Junior College •••••••• 95
Initial organization *••••«•«••  95
The war years •«•»••••••••• 109
Training for peace ••••*•••••>  115
Jefferson Junior College ««,«•••• 121
An expanding college *•••••••••  122

III, LAMAR STATE COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY......... 126
The Movement for Establishing a
Degree-Granting Institution •••••• 126
Early proposals •.•••*••••••  126
Legislative action in 1947 •♦»•••• 129
Legislative action in 1949 ••••«•• 133

Creation of Lamar State College of
Technology •••••••• ............. 148
The law creating the college •••••• 148
The first Board of Regents •••••♦ 154

Planning and Organizing the Pour-Year
Program •••••••••«•*••••  165
Initial plans «••«••••••••• 155



X
C1IAPT2R PAGE

The building program in 1950 «•«•••« 161
Financial difficulties . •»••••••*  164

The Four-Year College .«*••••••••  167
Charting the course •••«•«••••■ 163
Administration,, curriculum# and 
enrollment in 1951 171

Dedication of the Anthony F» Lucaa 
Engineering Building 177

The resignation of John E« Gray • « . • • 178
Selection of a new preaident ««••••« 179
Plane for additional building facilities • 182
Expansion of the curriculum 188
Reorganisation of departmenta and 
divisions *•••••••'••••«**  191

Enrollment trends •••••••••••« 193
IV. FACTORS AKD PERSONALITIES THAT HAVE INFLUENCED 

THE PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION AT LAMAR STATE 
COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY 198
Some Important Factors, That Eave Affected 

the Development of Lamar State College 
of Technology 198
Education for veterans •••••••••• 138
Adult education 202



CHAPTER
xl

PAGE
Scholarships> gifts, and endowments • « « 204
Athletics, health, and physical 

education »••••••<••••••< 208
Admission requirements •••••••••• 210

Personalities •••••••••*•*•••  214
C, W« Dingman *••«•••••••*••  214
5• Me Combs eeeeeeeeeeeeeee 215
0*  Be Archer *•*•••*••*••*•♦  213
jTohn Ee Gray 220
Pe !«• McDonald >••*«*•«•  ••••• 223

V, GUIDEPOSTS FOR FUTURE DEVELOPMENT........... 226
Plans for Future Development and Expansion • 226
A Changing Emphasis on Curricular Offerings 253
Estimate of Future Enrollment •<••••« 256
Graduate Prdgrams •«•»•«••••»•, 238
Accreditation 239
State Level Plans for Co-ordinating Higher

Education in State Colleges and
Universities of Texas #•»•••••«• 243

VI. SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS 248
Summary 248
Historical development •••••*•••*  248



xil
CHAPThH PAGS

The changing philosophy •••••♦••• 264
Recommendations •••«•;••«••••• 267

EIBLIOGRAPRY 271
VITA *•*••«••»•«•••«••**•••••  281



LI3T OP TABLES

TABLE , PAGE
!• Enrollmenta and Graduatea of South Park 

College, 1923.1932 . , . ..........   72
II• Enrollments and Graduates of Lamar College, 

1933.1940 •••-••♦••eieeeeee# 82
III. Enrollmenta and Graduate*  of Lamar College, 

1941-1951 ........................ .. 124
IV, The Number of High School Scholastic*  in 

the Sabine Area in January, 1949 • • • • * 140

V» Population of Southeaet Texas Counties Eased 
on the United States Census of 1940 * # • • 141

VI« Survey of the Technically Trained Personnel 
in the Major Industrial Plants of the Sabine 
Area in January, 1949 ••••••••••» 142

VII. Enrollment Report by Divisions from the Fall
of 1951 through the Fall of 1953 • . . . • 194

VIII. Enrollment Report by Schools or Divisions
for the Fall Semester, 1954 ........ 196

IX* Enrollment of Veterans Under Public Laws
346, 16, and 550 from the Spring of 1946 
through the Fall of 1954 ......... 201



CHAPT2R I

INTRODUCTION

I. THE PROBLEM

Statement of the Problem
Thia study wag an analyals of the development and 

expansion of Lamar State College of Teohnology from the time 
South Park Junior College was oreated In 1923 until 1955« 
It showed how a speoiflo college has reacted to community 
and area needs*  The study determined some of the slgnlfl*  

cant factors that brought about the expansion of the 
institution and made clear some of the major changes in 
educational philosophy occasioned by the interacting needs 
of the college community*

primary sourcest sources such as documents or oral 
testimony presenting firsthand evidence of a fact or event*

2 secondary sourcesI sources more than one step 
removed from the original fact or event| for example, a news
paper editorial by a special writer who has obtained his Infor 
mation from the eyewitness account of a newspaper reporter*

Limitations of the Study
It was not particularly difficult to record the 

history of Lamar State College of Technology*  Information 
necessary for that part of the study was available from both 
primary^ and secondary* 2 sources*  Much more difficult,
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however, was the problem of attempting to ehow how inter
acting needs of the community made neceesary many changes 
in the educational pattern of the college• In some 
Instances it was not possible to determine whether these 
changes in philosophy or curricular offerings were neces
sitated by community needs and demands or were a result of 
other forces*

Possible Use of the Study
This study has provided authentic information for 

those interested in the history of Lamar State College of 
Technology*  The study revealed that the educational 
philosophy which has evolved is at least partly a result of 
specific factors and interrelated forces within the comasi- 
nity, and it should be of value to those who are attempting 
to interpret and make provision for conmunity and area needs 
in similar institutions of higher learning*

Sources of Data
Some of the most important sources of data used for 

this problem werei theses and dissertations written on 
similar or comparable subjects) books and magazine articles 
revealing Information pertinent to the history and develop
ment of the college) official college records, including 
reports from the office of the dean, reports from the office 



of the regietrer, minutes of the board of education, and 
bulletins published by the college) personal interviews 

3

with persons who have been closely associated with the 
evolution of the college; and news items In local daily 
newspapers♦

All of the above sources of data are not of equal 
importance*  Some of them are of little value except for 
securing a background for the real problem.

Objectives of the Study
This study was made to record the history of the 

development of Lamar State College of Technology and to 
determine what specific factors made necessary the evolu*  

tion of South Park Junior College into its present senior 
college status. To draw conclusions concerning how a 
particular college has reacted to community needs, it was 
necessary to make an analysis of changes In the program of 
the institution and to attempt to ascertain the reasons for 
the changes,

II. DEFIN IT 10 K OF TERMS

The terms used in a restricted or specific manner in 
this study arei junior college, public junior college.
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Junior college dietriot, union district Junior college. 
Junior college movement, private Junior college, and 
curriculum*

Many definitions have been given for a Junior 
college, and it is readily acknowledged that the term can*  

not be defined In a few lines or paragraphs*  It may be 
that the best definition is found in terms of standards 
established for Junior colleges by various accrediting

3 agencies and states*  laws*  However, the definition that
most nearly applies in this study is one of three given in

Dictionary of hfluoatlon by Carter V*  Good*
Junior colleget an educational institution 

requiring for admission as a regular student four . 
years of standard high-school education or its equiva
lent | offers two years of work in standard college 
courses or their equivalent} two years of work in 
courses terminal In character and of collegiate grade 
and quality, or both such standard and terminal courses, does not confer the baccalaureate degree**

A Public Junior college is one of which control la 
vested in a board of control such as a board of regents, 
board of trustees or board of education elected by the*voting public or appointed by a public official*®

5 Thomas Luther Cox, “a Brief History of the Junior 
College Movement In Texas,” (unpublished Master’s thesis. 
University of Texas, Austin, Texas, 1948), p. 4*

* Carter V*  Good, editor, pictlonery of Education 
(New Yorke McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc*,  1945), P*  230,

6 Ibid.  p. 231.*
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* ,1 uni Qi  oolleRe dlatrict la a publicly controlled 

junior college organised In a separate district  The dis  

trlot may coincide with a city or public school district! 
It may consist of two or more city or public school dis
tricts; or it may consist of an entire county or two or more 
adjacent counties.

*
* *

6

* union district junior college Is comprised of two 
or more contiguous Independent school districts or two or 
more contiguous common school districts, or a combination 
composed of one or more Independent school districts or 
conanon school districts In the same-county. Qualified voters 
In such a territory may elect to establish and maintain a 
union district junior college which la controlled by a-- 
separate board elected from the district at large by a vote 
of the people

8 Ibid., p. 230.
T. L. Trimble, Supplement to the'The State of Texas Public School Lews, Ko. 485 (Publication of State 

Department of Education, Austin, 1947), pp. 38*49, cited 
by Thomas Luther Cox, op. clt.. p. 5.

® Good, loo, olt.

The junior college movement is a term embracing the 
growth, development, and status of the junior college in all 
its branches, especially during the twentieth century.8
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A private junior oollege is a college of which the 

control 13 vested In a board of control, a single person, 
or a number of persons not.selected by public vote or 

9 appointed by public officials•
Curriculum Is a term used In this study when 

referring to either a systematic group of courses or sequence 
of subjects required for graduation or a general over-all " 
plan of the content or specific materials of Instruction that 
the school should offer the student by way of qualifying him 
for graduation or certification or for entrance into a pro- * 
fession or a vocational field'

III. PHOCEDtiRJES AKD TECHNIQUES 
Sk- r

Before attempting to record the history of lamar 
State College of Technology and before making an analysis : 
of changes in the philosophy of the institution resulting 
from community and area needs, it was necessary to determine 
the general background for the present educational arrange
ment and then make a detailed study of conditions as they 
actually existed at various stages In the growth of the 
institution.

9 Loe, cit.
10 Ibid., p. 113.
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A study of the oocial, eoonomio, and geographic 

conditions of southeast Texas, with emphasis on Beaumont 
and Jefferson County, was made to secure the necessary 
familiarity with those aspects of the problem« Available 
literature concerning the rise of the junior college In the 
United States, with particular regard for the junior college 
movement in Texas was surveyedj literature pertaining to the 
history of South Park Junior College, Lamar Junior College, 
and Lamar State College of Technology was examined) acts of 
the Texas Legislature creating the various State Colleges 
were inspected; interviews were arranged with certain per
sons whose Influence affected the college or who had first 
hand knowledge about economic, political, social, or educa
tional factors relating to the philosophy of the college# 
Finally, the historical information was organized in chrono
logical order with regard to the actual growth and expansion 
of the institution,

* •• ,»

IV. R15VIE& OF THE LITERATURE1

For background information, it was necessary to 
review available literature pertaining to the history and 
development of the city of Beaumont and the South Park 
School District# Three books worthy of notation were 
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examined * Stratton^ reviews the history of i'eaunwnt from 

1848 until about 1924• Eer account presents factual 
material concerning the early days of the city, but the 
book is particularly interesting because it is written in 
’"readable, whimsical language and bristles with human 
interest*"^ 2 A second publication of importance is L-eaumont^3 * * 

which was compiled by the Federal Writers Project of.the Work 
Projects Administration*  It is one of a series of books on 
Texas towns and cities, and information contained in it is 
based upon old records in the Jefferson County Courthouse, 
upon old letters, dootmants, copies of pioneer newspapers, 

14- and Interviews with some of the founders of the city*  It 
Is more than a history, in that a part of it portrays the 
contemporary scene as it existed at the time the book was 
written. The third book, Splndletop* *6 tells the,Story of 

the Lucas Gusher and the great Spindletop oil field .boom 
which followed*

Florence Stratton, The Story of Beaunont private publication that may be found In tKe Tyrrell Public Library, 
Beaumont, Texas)*

M* E* Moore, cited in Preface of book by Florence 
Stratton, op* clt** p* vi*

Eoaomont (Ilouatom The Anson Jones Press, 1939)*
14 Ibid*, p. 7.

James A* Clark and Michel T. Halbouty, Splndletop 
(Hew York! Random House, 1952)*
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Hone of the publications previously listed dealt 

particularly with the South Perk School District; however, 
historical facts pertaining to the schools, were located In 
several places• A very brief unpublished history of the 
district by Ray Asbury^-6 describes the growth and develop

ment of the school district from 1891 until 1953e School 
Board Minutes of the South Park School District covering / 

the period of time from 1913 until the present are avail
able; they were particularly useful In substantiating data - 
obtained from secondary sources» -

^■8 Ray Asbury, "History of the South Park Independent 
School District,* (unpublished manuscript, 1954)*

I-7 Walter Crosby Bella, The Junior College (Cambridge, 
Massachusettst Houghton Mifflin Company, 19^1)• r

■^8 Leonard Vincent Koos, The Junior Colleye 
(Minneapolisi The University of Minnesota, 1924), VoIs* I 
and II*

A large number of publications are available 
concerning the junior college movement in the United States, » 
and considerable work has been done-in tracing the movement' 
In Texas*  An inclusive review of the entire junior college 
field prior to 1931 Is given by Eells*̂ 7 He presents a 

general overview of the extent of the movement*  Likewise, 
Koos,I0 In 1924# made a thorough Investigation of the 

junior college and evaluated it as a new educational unit*  

Both of the studies listed above have been reviewed so many * I-
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times that they have be ooms ’’olaaalc” references In the 
fielde Practically the same thing could be said about 
The Junior College» Its Organization and Administration 
by Proctor*̂  It is written from a practical standpoint 

by men actively working in the field> and the book is of 
particular value to those who are seeking Information 
about educational trends of the 1920* s*

William M. Proctor, editor. The Junior College. Its Organization and Administration (Stanford University, 
Sallfoxvilat Stanford University Press, 1927).

Junior College Journal, American Council on Education, Washington, D. t:'.'," 1930-54.
Walter Crosby Sells, editor, American Junior 

Colleges (first edition; Washington, D. C.i American 
Council on Education, 1940)•

22 Jesse P. Bogue, editor, American Junior Colleges
(second edition! Washington, D. C.i Amarlean dounoil on " 
Education, 1948)• j

23 Jesse P, Bogue, editor, American Junior Colleprea
(third edition; Washington, D. C.t American" Counsil on ।
Education, 1952).

The Junior College Journal.^^ the official publi

cation of the American Association of Junior Colleges, 
publishes a directory of junior colleges each year in the 
January issue. Information about all junior colleges in 
the United States is Included In the directory. Also, 

from month to month many fine articles relating to the 
junior college have been published In this periodical.

The first,21 second,22 and third23 * * editions of the 

American Junior Colleges are authoritative directories of
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junior collegos in the United States, A brief history of 
the Junior college movement is given In each of the editions. 
Since the books contain general information pertaining to 
fees,.entrance requirements, curricular offerings, student 
aid, and housing, advisers and counselors often use them as 

z 
basic references,

A number of master*a  these® have been written in the 
field*  Two of the® are sufficiently pertinent to be 
mentioned here# Coaer,^ in a study made in 1927, records 

the evolution of the different types of Junior colleges and 
concludes with a review of th® Hillsboro Junior College, 
Hillsboro, Texas*  Cox,26 * in a thesis written in 1948, gives 

a brief history of th® movement in Texas, with special 
reference to the period from 1930 to 1948*  This study 
Includes a short history of each of the junior colleges in 
Texas*

J* H« Comer, “Origin and Development of the 
Junior College with Special Reference to Texas,®
(unpublished Master1® thesis. The University of Texas, 
Austin, 1927)•

28 Cox, op* Git*

Herbert Spencer Von Roeder, WA Study of the 
Public Junior Colleges of Texas with Special Reference to 
the Curriculum,® (unpublished Doctor»s dissertation. The 
university'of Texas, Austin, 1940)*

In addition to these mster,s theses, at least one 
doctoral dissertation should be mentioned*  Von Roeder,28
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in ”A Study of th® Publlo Junior College® of Texas with 
Speolal Heferenee to the Currioulwa#*  presents a survey of 
publlo junior colleges in Texas*  /She dissertation is com
prehensive. and scholarly# and it includes mush data relating 
to the early development of junior colleges in Texas*  The 
study was done under the direction of, and was dedicated to. 
Dr*  Frederick Eby*  On the dedication page of the study. 
Von Boeder aptly stated that Dr*  Eby *hM  been the guiding 
spirit of the junior college movement in Texas** 27

27 Ibid** dedication page*

Earl E* Hutchison, ^History of Damr Junior 
College,* (unpublished Master’s thesis, Texas College of 
Arts and Industries, Kingsville, 1938)*

A sti^y that should be given special mention here 
is a master1s thesis that was written by Earl Eugene 

OSEutchinson ” in 1939*  Hutchinson’s work is an account of ■ 
the history and development of South Park Junior College 
and knar College from 1923 until 1938*  This study was 
found to be historically accuratej however. It was very 
brief and was not dedicated to th® purpose of this work*
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TM jnJKXOJc COLLEGK PHASE OF DWaOPKEST

To provide a Oaakground for a attKly ©f the philos*  

ophy of education at Lamar State College of Technology, it 
is Important that certain historical and- factual informa
tion be presented*  That will be don® in this chapter by 
giving a brief resume of events that took place or condi
tions that existed in the Beaumont area before the junior 
college was organised at South Park*  Then, the general 
junior college movement in the United States, with special 
referenoe to Texas, will be briefly reviewed*  Finally, the 
history of th® South Park Junior College and Lamar Junior 
College will be outlined*

I*  gbogkafhical am> historical eackuround

Lamar State College of Technology is located in 
the City of Beaumsnt, Jefferson County, Texas*  Jefferson 
County, created in 1836 from one of the original counties 
of Texas, was organised in 1837 and named for Thomas 
Jefferson*̂*  The county is located on the coastal prairies

Texas Almanac (Dallast A*  H*  Belo Corporation, 1934-1955), 'p**  570*
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©f southeast Texas*  It ranges In altitude fro® sta level 
t© one bwadred feet, has an annual average rainfall of 
1,5*66  Inches, has a soen temperature of d9 degrees.2 

Jefferson County Is hounded on the north by Bardin County, 
on the east by Orange County, and on the south by the Culf

clt*
5 Ibid** P* £67*

heaumont (Eoustoni Th® Anson Jones tress, 1939),

*fc
of Mexicoe Having th® leahes River as the eastern bour^ary 
and the Gxilf ©f h!exlc© as tli® southern boundary, it is 
suitably located for port facilities• Tt.e Keoh^s River is 
navlgatile for ocean-going vessels as far north as Beawont, 
i&iet. is the secotid largest port in Texas*®

little more than a generation ago- Feauiaont was a 
small sawmill town of southeast Texas*  Almost overnight the 
town beoame a city after the luoas Gusher was brought in on 
January 10, 19013

Spindietop is a little knob of lar.d out of a swampy 
prairie In the southeaat borner of Texas, a few mi les 
north of the Gulf of K.exloo*  There, on January 10, 
1901, a new age of htroan progress was born when the * 5

p* 97
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Florence Stratton gives a different Interpretation of those 
hectic daysi

On July 3, 1902, the Beaumont Oil CominlBslon and
Board of Trade announcedt

car
city of 25,000 people • 
yards capable of 10,000

first great oil gusher roared in*  There and then 
America was blessed with the supply of energy and 
the incentive to move up from a secondary position In world affairs to that of undisputed leadership*̂

® James A*  Clark and Michel T*  Ealbouty, Spindietop 
(Kew Xorkl Random House, 1952), p*  13*

• * * "Beaumont is a 
has four immense lumber 
loads per annum, the largest oreosoting plant in 
America, three of the largest rice mills in the Uni tied 
States, two large iron foundries, several planing 
mills, sash, door and blind factories; shingle ml Ila; 
arm and pin factories for telephone and telegraphic 
service; two extensive brick yards « • • and a new flour mill."7

v Florence Stratton, The Story of Feaumont (a 
private publication that may Ke' found in the"'"Tyrrell Public 
Library, Beaumont, Texas), p*  122*

7 Ibid*,  p*  112*  I

In the twinkling of an eye, Beaumont, the slow- 
moving, sawmill town of 9,000 people was converted 
Into a seething, fighting, shouting mob of 15,000 >money-mad adventurers*  * • • All the common-place | 
sources of mere livelihood and legitimate profit were 
forgotten, while every mind centered its thoughts by 
day and dreams by night upon the dark column spouting 
through the derrick and roaring Its message of treas
ure rerdy to flow Into the hands of men*  The merchant 
left his desk, the clerk his counter, the lawyer his 
books, and the laborer laid down his tools*  Every man saw the opportunity to make a million*  * • *ti
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South of teauncnt in 1902» three new refineries 

were being erected, and the Treadway Canal and Rice 
Company wae constructing a waterway twenty*eight  eileg in 
length to irrigate xswiy of the 44,000 acres of rice planted 
in Jefferson County*  The prosperity of the hour was pro
claimed in an editorial of the Beaumont Enterprise on July 
4, 1902t "te are independent of everybody and everythinge"® 

Encouraged by the necessity for greater transporta
tion facilities and awakened by the thriving oomrerce of 
the Port Arthur ship channel, leaders in’ the city became 
intensely interested in obtaining a deep water port for the 
city*  In 1904, Beaumont business leaders, assisted by 
Congressman Samuel B*  Cooper, renewed efforts to obtain a 
deep water canal to link the Beaumont portion of- the Reches 
with the Port Arthur ship channel,9 10. The first Sablne- 

Heohes Canal was completed on January 21*  1908) It was 
fifteen miles long and 100 feet wide«^9 On that day the 

following statement was m&tle in an editorial in the Beaumont 
Enterprise:

® Editorial In the Peeutnont Enterprise, July 4, 
1902, ——.

® Beaumont, op, cite, p, 114,
10 1^16 •• P* U5,
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Today the atty and county celebrate the completion 

of work long anticipated, a dream of tl^e earlieat 
eettlera in this aeotlcn—the opening of the Sabine*  
Xeohee Canal*  Thia great work opera to Beaumont 
opportunities * « • which are only limited by the willingness and ability of her people to grasp them* 11 

With the growth of industry and buslnesa the popu*  
latIon of Eeatnnont soared*.  With the Increased population 
came a need for more end setter schools*

Mltorlal in the Teamnont Enterprise. January £1, 1908* 1
18 •j, w. Klnnear Reviews Early Days of the South 

Park School System,* Ty^s Gusher (South Park student news
paper), Hay 9, 1955*

Early History of th4 South Park School
Even before the discovery of oil at Splndletop, a 

small one-teacher school was organised in the area of South 
Park*  The building was erected In 1395, on the Port Artiiur 
Hoad on property donated by George Rexes*  The first teacher 
was J*  W*  Klxmoar*  Mr*  Klrmear stated tliat at one time he 
attempted to teach eighty-five cliildren in eight grades*  

This little school was used until the discovery of oil In 
1901, when a new school was built on Highland Avenue. In 
this new school ten teachers were employed to teach the 
children of the oil field workers of Splndletop*  This 
building soon burned and a four room building was erected 
at Splndletop to take its place*̂ 8 * 18
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In 1907# the flrat bond Issue of $23,000 was voted 

for e school for the children of workers of Splndletop oil 
fields.* 1® After the voting of the bond issue8 the first 

building was erected in 1908. The building was soon inade
quate, and a new eight-room building was constructed. At 
this time the South Park Schools were known as Common 
School District No. 6. This was changed in 1913 by an Act 
of the Texas Legislature creating the South Park Independent 
School District. This act of legislation fixed the boun
daries of the district as they had previously existed.14

15 Stratton, op. oit., p. 81.
14 F^rl E. Hutehlson, "History of Lamar Junior 

College," (unpublished Master*s thesis, Texas College of 
Arts and Industries, Kingsville, 1938), p. 3.

1® Loo* clt.

As an independent school district the South Park 
Schools continued to grow. In 1916, It was necessary to 
add two wings to the overcrowded building. This building 
was used from 1916 until 1923, and during this period of 
time there was such a gradual Increase in enrollment that 
it became necessary to provide additional buildings.1^ To 

obtain the funds for the needed buildings, bonds were 
Issued#
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Reaords indicate that on Septeauer 15, 1921, the . 

school board at South Park was apprised of the crowded con
dition In some of the schools in the district*  It was 
’’moved and carried that the board meet within three weeks 
to discuss the advisability of a bond issue for the erection 
of a high school building* ’*̂  Not within tht? stipulated r 

three weeks, but on October 27, 1921, the school board met 
and considered a petition in writing signed by R» L. Stuart 
and eighty-seven other persons asking that an election be 
ordered for the purpose of ’’purchasing, constructing, 
repairing, and equipping public free school buildings of 
brick materials, within the limits of the district**^ 7 

The school board decided to order a bond election for 
December 3, 1921*  Contained in the Minutes of the School 
Poard for October 27, 1921, are details concerning the 
electlont - ,

M-inut.es of the School Foard of the Sou th Park Independent District* Septmaer lo, ' loi^Te
17 Ibid.* October 27, 1921.

It la therefore, ordered by the loard of Trustees 
of South Park Independent School District that an 
election be held at the South park School Luildlng 
within this District on the 3rd day of-December 1921, 
to determine whether the bonds of said South Park 
Independent School District shall be Issued to the
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amount of Three Hundred Thousand Dollars (^300.000) to become due and payable serially, as followsi (7,000 
on the 10th day of April in eaoh of the years 1923 to 
1926, inclusive, and bearing interest not to exceed 
six percent (6%) per annum, payable semi-annually, for 
the purpose of purchasing, constructing, repairing, 
and equipping public free school buildings of brick 
material, within the limits of said School District, 
and the purchase of the necessary sites therefor, and 
whether there shall be annually levied, assessed and 
collected on all the taxable property in said District 
for the current year and annually thereafter while 
said bonds or any of them, are outstanding, a tax suffi 
dent to pay the current interest on said bonds, and 
provide a sinking fund sufficient to pay the principal at maturity.10

There is little evidence showing that the people in 
South Park evinced particular interest in the bond election. 
Practically no newspaper publicity was given to it. One 
significant news Item appeared in the Beaumont Enterprise 
on December 3, 1921, the day of the election. It stated in 
parti

The proposed $300,000 bond Issue is for the purpose 
of erecting a high school to relieve the congested 
condition at the grammar school where the pupils of the 
higher grades are now housed and to build a negro 
school. The main fight against the bonds has been 
that the amount is too great for what is to be done. 
Friends of the issue assert, however, that the full 
$500,000 is necessary to build the structures needed and equip them.l®

Little opposition was shown to the Issue when the 
vote was counted. On December 4, 1921, a news item in the

2-8 Loe, clt.

Hews item in the Beaumont Enterprise, December 3, 
1921.
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Beaumont Enterprise stated tx»at the votera of South Park 
favored the bond issue by 106 to ten,^^ Although it 1» not 

known exactly how many qualified votera there were In South 
Park at that tlxr-e# it appears that the total number of votes 
cast was very low. School records do show that during the 
school year 1921*22,  there were l,3b2 white children and 
508 negro children attending public school in the district) 
that gives soem indication of the amber of residents in the 
district.

The school board met on Decern ;er 6, 1921, and 
declared the results of the election. Those results as 
they appear in the Blnutes of the School Board are as fol*  

lowst
On this the 6th day of December, 1921, came on to 

be considered the returns of an election held on the 
3rd day of December shall be issued to the asxsunt of 
Three Hundred Thousand Dollars (^300,000), to become 
due and payable aerially, as follows, $7,000 on the 
loth day of April in each of the years 1922 to 1926, 
Inclusive, and $8,000 on the 10th day of April In 
each of the years 1927 to 1960, Inclusive, and oearing 
Interest not to exceed six percent (6^) per ar^wn, 
payable semiannually, for the purpose of purchasing, 
constructing, repairing, and equipping puolic free 
school buildings of brick material, within the limits 
of said School District, and the purchase of the neces*  
eary sites therefor, and whether there shall be axiriually 
levied, assessed and collected on all the taxable pro*  
perty in said District, for the current year and 
annually thereafter while said bonds, or any of th^"->

20 ibid.. Deceaber 4, 1921.
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are outstanding, a tax sufficient to pay the current Interest on said bonds and provide a sinking fund suf
ficient to pay the principal at mturity.

And It appearing from said returns, duly and law
fully made, that there were cast at said election 116 
votes, of which number 106 votes were cast “i-OR THE 
ISSOAKCE OF THE BONDS AND THE LEVYING OF TEE TAX IN 
PAYMENT THEREOF”, and 10 votes were cast "Against the 
issuance of the bonds and the levying of the tax in 
payment thereof.”

It is therefore, found and declared, and so ordered 
by the Board of Trustees of the South Park Independent 
School District, that a majority of the taxpayers 
voting at said election voted in favor of the issuance 
of the said bonds and the levying of said tax, and 
that# therefore, this Hoard is authorised to lasue .said bonds and to levy, assess, and collect said tax.21

minutes of the School Hoard of the South Park Independent District# December u, 1921.
22 Hutchinson, pp. clt•* p, 4.

As a result of the passage of this bond issue, the 
taxpayers of South Park showed that they were ready to 
establish and maintain a school system of the first class 
for their.children.22

II, THE EFFECT OF TJE JUNIOR COLLEGE BOVES!EMT

Even before the bond election in the South Park 
Independent School District in 1921, business and educa
tional leaders in Beaumont were considering the advisabi
lity of establishing some type of college or institution of 
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higher learning in the community*  The junior college move
ment in other parts of tr.e nation undoubtedly-had. an effect 
on the final decision to form a junior college as a part of 
the South Park Schools*  By briefly reviewing that movement 
in the United States, with particular reference to Texas, 
it may be possible to determine or estimate some of the 
reasons for the organization of a junior college in the

r South Park Independent School District In 1923*
)

The Junior College Movement In the United States
t It is difficult to ascertain the exact reasons for 
the phenomenal development of junior colleges In the United 
States, and it is not easy to tell exactly when or where 
the idea first took form*  As far as it is known, one of 
the first suggestions for such a change In American educa
tion was contained in the inaugural address of Henry P*  

Tappan as president of the University of Michigan in 1852*  

At that time he suggested the advisability of transferring 
to the high schools that part of the work of the university 
which he felt was distinctly secondary in character.23 in 
1869, W, W*  Falwell, in his inaugural address as president 
of the University of Minnesota suggested the desirability

23 waiter Crosby Sells, American Junior Colleges 
(Washington! American Council on hduca Lion,' 1940), p. i'O. 
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of transferring the "body of work for the first two years 
in our ordinary Merioan Colleges” to the secondary 
schools.

Prior to the statement of W. W. Fallwell, the * 

decision to abolish freshman and sophoaore work was made 
and partially carried out at the University of Georgia.
The decision was made by the trustees in 1859, and freshman 
work in the university was actually eliminated in .1862.
This decision was made because the chairman of the pruden
tial conmittee became convinced that the entering freshmen 
of "tender years" were too young for university responsibi
lities and "the foundation of failure. If not of ruin Is

25 laid in the freshman and sophomore years of college life."
In 1862, however, the institution was virtually closed down 
because of war conditions. After the war the university 
reopened, but the plan for eliminating the lower division 
was not Included in the new organisation.^^

When the University of Chicago was reorganixed 
under the leadership of William Rainey Harper in 1892, the

Loe, olt.
28 Walter Crosby Eels, "Abolition of the Lower 

Division*  Early History," Junior College Journal, 61194, 
January, 1956.

2® Loe, olt.
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first real separation of upper and lower divisions within 
a college or university was made4 President Harper, soaie- 
tin.os called the "father of the junior college,” made the 
freshman and sophomore work a distinct division which he 
called the "academic college,” while the upper two years 
were known as the "university college."2^ In-1896, the 
lower division was given the designation of "junior college," 
and completion of it was marked by the title "Associate in 
Arte." As far as it Id known, this was the first use of 
either of the terms♦. A few years later President Harper 
used the phrase "junior college" to designate an institu
tion entirely distinct from the university,* 23

27 Eells, Amerlean Junior Colleges, op, oit,, p, 11,
23 too. Git,

William R. Harper, in a decennial report covering 
the period closing July 1, 1902,- discussed the experience 
of the University of Chicago with the junior college. He 
pointed out that the advantages of such an arrangement Are 
fivefold |

(1) Many"studentswill find it convenient to give 
up college work at the end of the sophomore year) 
(2) many students who would not otherwise do so, will 
undertake at least two years of college work; (3) the 
professional schools will be able to raise their 
standards for admission, and in many cases, many who 
desire a professional education will take the first
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two years of college work) (4) many aoadend.68 and. high 
schools will be encouraged to develop higher work) 
(5) many colleges which have not the means to do the 
work of the Junior and senior years will be satisfied under this arrangement to do the lower work,29 * * 32

29 Ibid., p, 12.

Leonard V, Koos, The Junior College Movement (Dallast Ginn & Company, 1925), p, 4,
Frederick Whitney, The Junior College In America (Greeleyi Colorado State Teacher’s College,"1928), 

pTTZ
32 Koos, op. clt,, p, 4, 
53 Loo, clt.

Koos, writing in 1925 about public Junior colleges, 
said that the increase in the number of Junior colleges 
maintained by city, high school, or Junior college dis
tricts has been nothing short of notable,®® The first of 

these public Junior colleges was established in, connection 
with the high school at Joliet, Illinois, in 1901 
Another was established at about the same time.in Goshen, 
Indiana^ but it has since been discontinued,®2 - As far as 

It may be accurately ascertained, thirty-six similar Insti
tutions were in operation by 1921

It was in California that the Junior-college move
ment had Its most significant development. The first 
Junior college in that state was organised at Fresno in
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1910e34 From the beginning it was spoken of as a Htwo*  

year postgraduate*  or “junior college,“ and on July 15, 
1910, an article appeared in the California Weekly> entitled 
“The Fresno Junior College,” In which the superintendent of 
schools saldt

The above title may appear rather high-sounding| 
yet when one contemplates the purpose of the act of 
the legislature of 1907 authorizing the establishment 
Of postgraduate high school courses “which shall - 
approximate the studies prescribed for the first two 
years of university courses,” the title, “junior college" may not seem inappropriate.'*

After the Fresno example, the junior college idea *• 
gre'n rapidly in California. Fy 1917, there were at least * 
sixteen junior colleges In existence in the state with an 
enrollment of more than 1,100 students, and in 1921, there 
were eighteen with an enrollment of approximately 1,500. 
That did not mean that only two new junior college depart
ments were organized between 1917 and 1921, because during 
that time several of the older institutions suspended 
operations.®8

Walter Crosby Bells, “Junior College,” 
Encyclopedia of Educational Research. (Walter 3. Monroe, ecli tor; rev is ed edition | Kew' kork» The Mack Ulan Company, 
1952), p. 631.

C. L. McLane, “The Fresno Junior College," 
California Weekly, July 15, 1910, cited by Walter Crosby sells'. ‘American Junior Colleges, op. cit., p. 22.

Bells, American Junior Colleges, op. pit., p. 23,
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By 1921*  the junior college was slowly but surely 

finding Its way Into American education! however, the 
period of Its most rapid growth came a few years later*  

Generally*  It developed In one of about four wayst high 
schools were raised to junior colleges| small four-year 
colleges have sometimes been cut down to junior colleges; 
Independent junior colleges have been established outright; 
and the entire movement has been aided and accompanied by 
the segregation or elimination of lower division work in 
universities and senior colleges*®^

In discussing junior colleges Carl E*  Seashore 
said i

The junior college movement is perhaps the most 
significant mass movement in higher education that 
this, or any other country has ever witnessed In an 
equal period of time. * , .38

In addition*  he stated that many elements In the changing 
order before and after the first World. War served, as a 
background for the emergence of the junior college. Quoted 
in part are some of the factors that he listed as being 
significant!

57 Ibid., p. 17.

Carl B. Seashore*  The Junior College Movement (New York! Henry Holt and Company,’ 1940)# Preface, p. ill.
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Rise in the educational level. First of these I sho'u'ld’e&y is the phenoniena 1 inc re a s e In the demand 

and facilities for hi^hor education In Amorloa, »,• * 
The expansion has come largely from a constituency of 
a different order from that wl.loh filled the standard 
college a few years ayo. It Is the upper middle class 
which Is demanding education for practical life rather 
than the scholarly erudition, ♦ • •

The capstone of the secondary system, , , , The first two yvars o? college are essentially the 
capstone of secondary education; they constitute a 
rounding off of types of general orientation which are 
essential as a groundwork for the scholarly pursuits 
which are entered upon at the beginning of the univer
sity in European institutions and of corresponding age 
at the beginning of the junior year in American col
leges, < . •

Vocational or s^rri-profeasloml demands. . , , ie are now facing a new awakening to the effect that 
below the strictly professional, ws have the semi- 
professional and skilled occupations which demand 
education adapted to that large mass of our American 
people who are not Agoing to be the scholars but rather 
the workers in their respective fields in the countless 
avenues of industrial, governmental, social, artistic, 
and religious movements.

The expression of democracy and a, defense of democracy. Our American expansion Tn learning, both 
theoretical and practical, is an essential expression 
of our national theory of democracy, • . • Democracy 
cannot compete with ths totalitarian states in the 
mechanization of science and technology for efficiency; 
but if our form of government is to survive. It will be 
due in part to the free and generous assumption of 
responsibilities in the co-operative life of our 
people—and this requires preparatory education*  * • •

Adult Education, Things have moved so fast educationally in the present century' that we are now 
thoroughly aroused over the possibility of making up 
for the "lost” privileges of education in our present 
generation of adults. Disregarding age and school 
days of the conventional sort, the intelligent American 
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people aa a class are x* *ushln»r  in for privileges of 
adult education both public and private, both insti
tutionally and in general ways of self-help. . . . 
The BK>at logical unit for the sponsoring of this 
development as a community Interest ie now largely 
in the junior college.

59 Ibid., pp. 3-11.
*0 William M. Proctor, The Junior College (Stanford 

Universityi Stanford University press, 1927), Preface, p. v.

Social Intelligence. In the current junior college movement social intelligence is made a core-curriculum; 
that is, provision is made for the training of the 
future citizen, not so much for specific vocations as 
for intelligent and competent meeting of the responsi
bilities in national and community services and a real 
understanding of opportunities and obligations in the 
practical life of the coimnunity oy participation in it»39

In explaining or justifying the junior college as 
an Integral part of the American educational eyatem, Kay L. 
Shaw In the introduction to The Junior College by William 
M. Proctor saldi

* * * It Is a necessary corrective for the inade
quacies of the long-established American system. It 
symbolizes the cessation of the fetish-worship of the 
numeral 4—four years in the high school and four years 
in the college—which has resulted in those artificial 
divisions of American education along certain social 
lines regardless of the requisite training of the mind 3°

The Junior College Movement in Texes
In Texas, private junior colleges led the way in so

far as the junior college movement was concerned. In fact.
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the first junior oollegos in Texas were private denomina
tional schools

During the latter part of the nineteenth century 
there were several colleges in Texas and other southern 
states, under the sponsorship of the Baptist Church, which 
were offering four-year courses. Many of these colleges 
were small and nearly all of them were having financial dif
ficulties*̂  In an attempt to solve some of the proolema 

confronting those- colleges, the American Baptist Education 
Society decided to organize all of their colleges into a 
"correlated system emoodying the junior college prinol- t

Herbert Spencer Von Roeder, "A Study of the 
Public Junior Colleges of Texas with Special Reference to 
the Curriculum,” (unpuollshed Doctor*s dissertation. The 
University of Texas, Austin, 1940), p. 11,

42 Thomas Luther Cox, ”A brief History of the 
Junior College Movement in Texas,” (unpublished Master*s 
thesis. The University of Texas, Austin, 1949), p, 34,

43 van Roeder, loc, pit,
44 Cox, op, olt,, p. 55,

ple,*̂^  with Baylor University at Waco, Texas, at its head. 

This plan was put into effect In 1897-1898, It worked out 
favorably, and it was not long until private colleges of 
other denominations devised similar plans,* 42 * 44 By 1922, 

there were fifteen privately controlled junior colleges In 
the state,
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It took longer for public junior colleges to 

develop In Texas * When Koos made his study, he found that 
there was only one public junior college in Texas in 1922 
That college was the El Paso Junior College which had orl*»  

glnally been chartered in 1917 as The College of the City 
of El Paso*  In 1920# its status was changed, and the doors 
were opened as the first municipally controlled junior col
lege in Texas*  The El Paso Junior College continued until 
1927, whan it was consolidated with the Texas School of 
Mines and Metallurgy

Koos, 02* clt** p* 659* 
J 

Cox, op* clt** p* 36*
47 State junior college, a junior college controlled 

by a state appointed or elected board of control and usually 
established by a special act of the legislature*

Kot to be confused with public junior colleges as the 
term is used in this study, but important In their own right, 
were the two state junior colleges4? that were taken over 

in 1917 by the Thirty-fifth Legislature of Texasi John 
Tarleton College at Stephensvllle, and Grubbs Vocational 
School (later changed to North Texas Agricultural 
College) at Arlington*  These colleges were organised as 
state junior colleges In 1917, and they were placed under * 47
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the control of the board of regente of the Agricultural 
and Mechanical College of Texase^8

The next public Junior college to be created in 
Texas was Wichita Falls Junior College which opened its 
doors to students in 1922« The name was changed to Eardin 
Junior College in 1936*  In 1946, it beoame a four year 
institution, and it has been renamed Midwestern Univer*  
s tty* 4 9

The year after diacsea were begun at Wichita Falls 
Junior College, South Park Junior College in Beaumont was 
ready for its first student body*

III*  SOUTH PARK JUKIOR COLLBDE
1 * J #■

The Influence of E, H« Pletzsch . ,,
The idea for organizing a junior college in the.

South Park Independent School District was undoubtedly con- t
ceived by Le E*  Pletzsoh, superintendent of schools for the 
district from July, 1913, until April, 1924« Undeniably, 
Superintendent Pietzsch was a man of great enterprise,

48 Von Roeder, £2  clt•  p  14* * * *
49 Jesse P  Bogu-e, editor, American Junior Colleges 

(third edition; Washington, D  Ci  American"“Council on 
Education, 1952), p  458

*
* *

* *
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Intelligence, and viaion, and he left a lasting impression 
on several educational institutions of Texas*  Probably his 
greatest single achievement, however, was the part he 
played In the establishment of the South Park Junior College. 
In an attempt to explain some of the reasons for his deci
sion to press for the creation of such a college, a brief 
summary of his background, training, and experience is pre- 

• 'seated*
Li R*  Pietssch was born of German parents near the 

little town of Weimer, Texas, in 1080*  It is reported that 
"the boy was about ten years of age before he learned to 
speak English, for German was spoken exclusively in the 
home*  When he was eight years of age, the family moved to 
East Bernard, and it was there that young Pietxsch attended 
public school. He was graduated from the public schools at 
East Bernard and then attended Ellnn Memorial College at 
Brenham, Texas,- for two years*  Following that, he taught 
school for two years in a rural community near the family 
home in East Bernard. After that experience in the teach
ing profession, he decided to enter the University of Texas 
and study engineering.®® 

t

Interview with Mrs. 1*  R. Pletssch, August 10, 
1954.
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, L. R. Pl6teach was graduated from the University of

। Texas In the spring of 1907 with a degree in electrical
engineering. Immediately thereafter, he accepted a Joe as 
a professional engineer at Cameron, Texas. He worked there 
during a part of the summer or until he saw an advertise*  

cent in a Houston newspaper stating that a science teacher 
was needed in the Eeaumont City Schools. He accepted the 
job In Eeaumont and taught science in Beaumont High School 
for one year (1907*1908)  and was then elected principal of 
Killard Elementary School (Beaumont). He sex*ved  in that 
capacity for four years or until he was elected County 
Superintendent in 1912. His tenure in that office lasted

( only from January, 1913, until July, 1913, when he was
elected superintendent of the South Park Schools. Superin*  » 
tendent Pletssoh remained at South Park until he resigned 1

i in April, 1924, to accept a position as city manager in
Eeaumont*  After serving there for a few months he resigned, 
and soon thereafter was elected superintendent of the 
French Schools (Beaumont), where he remained for two years. 
Later, he served successively as superintendent of the 
Nederland and Alvin schools for nine and three years res*  

pectlvely. In 1939, he moved back to Eeaumont as a
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representative of the Practical Drawing Company, and the 
following spring, April 1, 1940, ha died.#6*1*

According to Mrs. L» R. Pietzsch, the decision to 
organize a junior college In South Park was made only after 
long and careful study of many aspects of the problem. Mrs. 
Pietzsch said that her husband first became intensely 
Interested In the junior college movement while enrolled In 

summer school at the University of Chicago In 1918, and 
between 1918 and 1921» he read and studied everything that 
could be obtained concerning junior colleges. He visited 
several of them for specific information and ideas, and by 

1921, he was firmly.convinced that a junior college was 
needed In South Park.62

J. J. Vincent, superintendent of schools for the 
South Park Independent School District from 1947 until the 
present and a personal friend of L. R. Pietzsch for many 
years, said that he believes Superintendent Pietzsch had at 
least three reasons for deciding to put forth an all-out 
effort to open a junior college in the fall of 1923. First, 
Pietzsch was convinced that the junior college as an educa
tional unit was feasible as an Integral part of the

51 loo. oit.

interview with Mrs. !>• R. Pietzsch, July 23, 1954
53 Interview with J. J. Vincent, August 19, 1954.
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secondary school at South Park. Second, the senior class 
at the South Park High School for the 1922-23 school year 
contained an unusual number of exceptionally bright stu
dents# Many of them were not financially able to leave 
their homes to attend college, and Pletesch thought thia 
would be a way for them to continue their education# Third, 
the superintendent wanted to avoid criticlam by taxpayers 
for spending $300,000 for.a large, new high school building 
when a smaller and leas expensive building probably would 
have sufficed. By utilizing a part’ of the building for 
Junior college classes, public.censure might be avoided. 
Vincent said that the vex*y  fact that the entire third floor - 
of the building was used as a Junior college in later years 
is evidence that the building was too large for high school 
needs alone.

A Comsninlty College at South Park
Ho record has been found indicating that prior to 

the paasage of the $300,000 bond election on December 3, 
1921, the school board of the South Park Independent School 
District officially discuoaed the creation of a junior col
lege in the district. It is known that the matter had been 
informally debated by school board members, citizens, and 
high school students. Evidence of student interest is
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revealed in a story that appeared in the Beaumont
Enterprise on December 3> 1921,- a part of .which follows)

One of the interesting features of the election was 
the appeal made by the school children attending South Park, In The Gusher, 54 the school publication, an 
entire publication was devoted to the bond issue. An 
appeal Issued on the front page and addressed to voters 
west • * • "We address you on the eve of the election 
held for the purpose of deciding whether this com
munity shall erect a new .high school building—possibly a junior college ifl' the dietrldt."63

66 Minutes of the School Board of the South Park
Independent District, January b, 1922.

The first .official act relating to the creation of
' . .*  . * t- <• « x. '.1 '

a junior college came on January 5, 1922, when the school 
board authorized the-,superintendent .to visit several of the 
junior colleges in this state for the purpose of gathering 
Information to determine the advisability of providing col
lege facilities in the new high school that was to be 
erectede36

During the 1922-23 school year a survey was made in 
the county to determine the number of high school graduates 
who were continuing their education at colleges or univer
sities, The survey showed that from eight to ten per cent

64 That issue of The Gusher is not available for . 
inspection,

55 Hews Item in the Beaumont Enterprise, Decemcer 3, 
1921, ■ 66 *
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of the students In the county were continuing their 
training*  .These results and Superintendent Pletzsch’s favor 
able report after he had visited several junior colleges, 
prompted the school board to make definite plane for opening 
a junior college*®^

69 Ibid*. Kay 19, 1923*

Superintendent Pletxsch and his associates worked 
diligently during the 1922-23 school year with plans for 
the new college, and on Kay 5, 1923, the school board 
authorized the superintendent to "employ such teachers as 
are needed for a junior college and permitted him to offer 
salaries to such teachers as heads of departments not to 
exceed $2700 for nine months*" 69 A few days later. May 19, 

1923, he was authorized to expend such funds as are neces
sary for advertizing the college, and permission was given 
to have announcements and circulars printed* 69 Superin

tendent Fletzsch, having led the move for the junior 
college, was selected by the school board on May 31, 1923, 
to be president of the South Park Junior College and super
intendent of the South Park Schools at a salary of <5000

Hutchinson, op* clt** p*  6*  

Minutes of the School Board of the South Park Independent District* Ma"y 1923*
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per year. C. Blngman was elected dean of the college 
and principal of the high school at a ealary of $3600 per 

60 year»'* w
During the late spring and early summer of 1923,

i President Pietssch selected the faculty for the new college.
On July 7, 1923, the school board approved the employment 
of the teachers recommended by the president| however, the 
salaries for these teachers were not approved until 
September 23, 1923.^

1 It was a difficult task for the president to esti*
mate the number of faculty members needed for the college. 
Without a precedent to go by in so far as past enrollment 
was concerned, it was Impossible to predict accurately the 
size of the first student body. The number of teachers 
finally decided upon was fourteen, all of whom, except one, 
were scheduled to teach some classes in high school.62

The decision to utilize the same teachers for 
college and high school Instruction was undoubtedly in

i accord with President Pietzsch^a philosophy concerning the

60 Ibid.. May 31, 1923*
61 Ibid.. September 23, 1923. 
62 News item in the Beaumont Enterprise, August 15, 

1925.
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Junior colleges. According to 0. E. Archer, one of the 
first teachers at the college, and now dean of Lamar State 
College of Technology, President Pletzsch believed that the 
junior college was an Integral part of the secondary school 
system.63 This philosophy was also reflected by the school 

board action In making the superintendent of schools a com
bination superintendent and president and in making the 
hlfch school principal a combination principal and dean.

Prior to the opening of South Park Junior College 
on"September 17, 1925# an attempt was made to make the pub
lic aware of the new school. Very little of the publicity 
was printed lii either of the dally newspapers| nevertheless. 
President Pietsch and Dean Blngman mailed circulars and 
bulletins to many prospective students, and they personally 
contacted as many of them as they could. During the summer 
of 1923, a small bulletin or catalogue was prepared and 
published for distribution to interested students. This 
publication was not considered an annual bulletin, for it 
was very small and contained only limited information about 
the college. Probably the most important thing in it was a 
well formulated statement of the purpose of South Park 
Junior College.

63 Personal Interview with 0*  B. Archer, August 9,
1954
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South P&rk Junior College offers students an oppor

tunity to continue their education beyond the high 
school at much less expense then similar work at a uni
versity would Involve, and brings the student, tiirough 
smaller classes than the universities can cf necessity 
allow, into closer and more individual touch with his 
instructors. Junior College credits will be accepted 
as regular college credits at all of the leading uni
versities.

Through various college activities students become 
familiar with the principles of student government and 
organisation*  Among the most prominent student activi
ties may be mentionedi Literary Societies,. Debating 
Clubs, Glee Clubs, Dramatic Clubs, Orchestra, and 
Athletics in all of its forms*

The purpose of the Junior College is three foldi to 
offer the first two years of general university work to 
those who intend to complete their education elsewhere| 
to offer the first two years of general university work 
required to those who plan to enter the professional 
schools, such as those of law, medicine, and engineer
ing, to offer practical, business preparation courses 
to those who do not Intend to continue their, education 
at higher institutions

It Is interesting to note"that the purposeof the 
college as stated In annual catalogues was notmaterially 
changed for many years*  In the Second Annual bulletin cf. 
The South Park Junior College, an addition was made to the 
last sentence of the last paragraph of the purpose as 
stated above to Include "and to prepare teachers for ele
mentary school work* ”®5 After that addition no change was

South Park Junior College, Bulletin*  1923-1924, 
p*  b*

South Park Junior College, Second Annual Bulletin 
1925-1926, p*  6*
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made until 1941, when the college was completely separated 
from the South Park Independent School District* 66

The Bulletin for 1925-24 also stated that all 
students would be charged a tuition fee of $90*00  payable 
in ihstallmenta of $45*00  for each semester*  A mtrloula- 
tion fee of $5.00 was charged at the tire the application 
for admission was made) however# this applied on the tui
tion for the first semester at the time of registration* 67 

Prior to the beginning of the fall semester# the school 
board decided that students living within the bounds of the 
South Park Independent School District would not oe 
required to pay a tuition fee*  but would be assessed a 
matriculation fee and be required to pay a laboratory fee 
to cover the'cost of material actually used. The board also 
decided to allow-out-of-dlstrlct students to pay the equi
valent of one month*s  tuition and to execute the balance In 
the form of notes# payable monthly* 6®

66 Lamar College, Catalogue, 1941-1942, p  24.*
67 South Park Junior College# Bulletin, 1923-1924, 

p  7.*
Minutes of/the School Board of the South Perk Independent District, Sept:emosr 14# 1923V
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On September 4, 1923, a news item In the Feaumcnt 

Enterprise stated that “the South Park Junior College will 
open September 17, 1923« • w • the opening of classes will 
find the school system equipped with one of the most compe
tent faculties in the state,”6® .The next day the Beaumont 

Enterprise quoted J, F, Hall, State Director of the Trade 
and Industrial Department of the .Texas State Department of 
Education as saying! ”you have here one of the finest • 
collections of buildings and equipment I have seen any
where • • • ,*70  r •

Two days before the college opened a news report 
giving more detailed and specific information about the new 
school appeared in the Beaumont Enterprise, Pertinent 
excerpts from that article are quoted as followsi

South Park Junior College1, ’ second of Its kind in 
the state of Texas, will open its doors Monday morning 
at nine ©•clock • ♦ • "Just what our first day*s  
enrollment will be is a matter of conjecture," said 
L. R, Pietssch, "We would call eighty students a good 
enrollment, A hundred atudents the first day would be 
exceptional for the initial year of an institution like this."71

The newspaper article on September .18, also gave 
information about entrance requirements, where classes were

6® News item in the Beaumont Enterprise, September 4, 
1923.

70 Ibid., August 15, 1923.
71 Ibid., September 15, 1923.
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to meet, and a general deaorlption of courses to be offered!

South Park Junior College Is now virtually complete 
and is splendidly equipped to handle the college 
work • • e . The entire third floor la reserved for 
college students who will not mix with high school stu
dents during class time. The study hall and library on 
the main floor will be for the use of both » • • •

College students will attend classes six days a week 
as in regular colleges*  Each recitation period will be 
an hour*  Rules and regulations about entrance and 
carrying courses are the same as those governing the 
University of Texas * « • •

The South Park Junior College offers courses leading 
to bachelor of arts, law, medicine, engineering, 
science, home economics, and business administration*  
Commercial courses, music courses, and courses in 
mechanical arts are also offered * . • • ‘

The college plant makes a splendid appearance, with 
its sixteen-aore campus, including large athletic 
fields, tennis and basketball courts, its new main 
building, home.economics building, and the mechanics 
building, representing a total outlay of <400,000 on the part of the South Park District.”2

A significant point that should be emphasised in 
connectIon with the newspaper account quoted above is that 
from the day of its Inception, South Park Junior College 
looked to the University of Texas as Its "guiding light*®  

The statement that "rules and regulations about entrance and 
carrying courses are the same as those governing the 
University of Texas" la an early indication that the 
Beaumont school would work very closely with the University*  

It was only a few days later that another news story in the

72 1,00.
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Beaumont Enterprise emphasized that the courses at the 
college were so arranged that credits would be recognized by 
any college in the country, and that it wae by the ’‘Univer
sity of Texas plan that the courses were laid oub.”^ 

The college opened its doors for registration on 
September 17, 1923, It was a rainy, dreary day; neverthe
less, one hundred students registered*  The Beaumont after
noon newspaper, the Beaumont Journal, noted that the 
enrollment exceeded all expectations and that a considerable 
number of out-of-towix students were among the early regis
trants*̂  . By the end of the week a total of 126 students 

„ had registered*  . 
Thus, President Pietsech’s dream for a Junior college 

In Beaumont became a reality*  With fourteen qualified 
college faculty members> 126 students, and adequate finan
cial backing furnished by the South Park Independent School 
District, it was possible for the administration, faculty, 
and school board to look toward the future with confidence. 

Probably the meet Important thing that happened 
during the 1923-24 college year was the recognition of the

73 Ibid  September 17, 1923** *
74 Hews item in the Peaument Journal  September 17, 

1923.
*
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school as a first class Junior college by the Texas State 

' 78 Department of Ehucatlon*  In April of 1924, President
Pletzsoh attended the annual meeting of the Texas Associa
tion of Colleges and presented to that organisation Informa
tion oonoemlng entrance requirements, courses offered, and 
faculty standards• At this meeting. South Park Junior 
College was given first class Junior college affiliation*  
An article In the Beaumont Journal revealed something of 
the importance of this recognition.

. . . This affiliation was the first ’'high*  light” 
in the history of the Institution, for it is a matter 
of record that South Park Junior College Is the first 
college In Texas that has ever received Its affilia
tion with institutions of older rank on the first year * 
of Its work. This was made possible, first, because 
of the rating of the faculty, and second, because 
approximately fifty per cent of the stucents wlx> 
attended college during the first session had comple- . 
ted one term or more of work In one of the state colleges,76

On April 15, 1924, at a regular meeting of the South 
Park School Board, it was decided that a copy of a letter 
received from the State Department of Education concerning . 
the recognition be placed in the regular minutes of the 
board. That letter is quoted belowi

I have the pleasure to Inform you that State 
Superintendent S. M, N. Marrs has approved the

Ibid., August lu, 1925. 
l£2.*  cit.
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reoononendLation of the State Board of Examiners for 
the recognition of South Park Junior College of 
Beaumont, Texas, as a first class junior college for 
1923-24 and subsequent years• 

Je R» Reed, Chairman IJoard of Examiners??
A few weeks before the above mentioned letter was 

received, the school board at South Park had unanimously 
agreed to offer President Pietzsoh a new two-year contract, 
ending August, 1926# The salary was set at $5000 per year 
and he was to continue as both superintendent of the school 
district and president of the junior college,78 when 

President Pietzsoh accepted the new contract, he undoubtedly 
did not know that within a few weeks he would offer his 

f 

resignation to the school board# However, on April 15, 1924, 
the school board accepted the resignation of L« R# Pietzsch, 
effective April 16, 1924# Along with the acceptance of the 
resignation, it was recorded In the board minutes that he 
was voted a word of thanks for building up the South Park 
School and College, and that he was leaving the school with 
the very best wishes of the South Park School Board and 
comrnunl ty #7®

Minutes of the School Poard of the South Park Independent" tistrict, April 15, 1924 •
78 Ibid.. March 17, 1924.
79 Minutes, loo, cit.
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On April 16# 1924# 1. R« Pietaaoh was named city 

manager for L'saumont. An annpunoement in one of the dally 
newspapers said that he was seleeted by the city comission 
at a salary of <7000 per year.80 An editorial in the 

Beaumont Biterprise the next day gave some indiaatlon of 
what the people of Beaumont thought of this man who had 
been the first president of South Park Junior College.

Mr. Pietssoh le a young man of outstanding qualities 
that commend him for the Important place to whiih,he 
has been elevated. Els training has been in the school 
room, but his interests and his activities have not been 
confined there, th® best of his equipment he brings 
with him for his service to the city includes a well 
ordered mind# a splendid character, a broad vision# and 
a loyalty and devotion to Beaumont not exceeded by any 
other cltisen. We my not appraise his fitness for the 
varied and numerous duties as city manager other than 
by examining his elementary attributes. • •

Just a few days after President Pietzaoh resigned 
to become city mnager of Beaumont# th® school board
selected 0*  W. Bingman as superintendent of the South Park
Schools and president of South Park Junior College. Els 
salary was set at ^4000 per year. President ilngraan had 
been serving as principal of the high school and dean of 
the college. At th® same board meeting# I, J. Deck# who

Mews item in the Beaumont Journal, April 16# 1924.
Siitorlal in the Beaumont Enterprise, April 17# 

1924
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had been head of the department of education In the college, 
was elected principal of the hir.h school and dean of the 
collegee62

As was previously mentioned, a number of students 
who had already completed some college work at other instl- 

• tutions entered the college at the beginning of ite first 
year*  At the end of the year, seven students who made up 
the sophomore class were awarded associate of arts degrees# 
This was the first graduating class eent out from the 
college#83

Before the end of the spring semester of 1924, plana 
were made for organising a suraner school and a. summer nor*  

male An announcement of the proposed summer seeslon was 
published and mailed to prospective students# In this 
announcement, it was explained that courses allowing regular 
college credit would be offered in the summer school, while 

• review work in all subjects needed for the various grades of 
state certificates for teachers would be offered In the 
summer normal# loth college and normal classes were scheduled 
to meet five days per week#8^

22 Minutes of the School Board of the South Park 
Independent"bistrlet*  April id, 1924•

83 News item In the Beaumont Journal, August 15, 1925# 
84 South Park. Junior College, Bulletin, Summer 

Session, 1924, p*  3#
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Q« B» Archer, head of the science department of 

the college during the long term of 1923> was selected as 
director of the summer session, which, with several subse
quent ones, was financed in an interesting manner, ' 
0*  B. Archer®® said that the school board furnished the 

buildings and facilities free of charge, but that salaries 
for teachers were dependent entirely upon revenue from 
student tuition charges*  Ko teacher was guaranteed a 
salary, and any regularly employed junior college teacher 
from South Park could join the summer faculty and organize 
a class if sufficient students could be found to justify it*

A total of thirty-five students enrolled for regular 
college courses that summer;®® no figures are -available 

showing how many registered for the summer normal for 
teachers*  Records show that this was the only time that a 
summer normal was ever taught at the college*

Several important changes and additions were made to 
the faculty prior to the beginning of the second year*  Some 
of the changes have been previously mentioned; however, 
there were others that would materially affect the philosophy 
and progress of the institution in future years*

®5 Interview with 0*  B*  Archer, August 12, 1934*
®® Beaumont Journal, op* clt*,  August 15, 1925*
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D1. W# Boltnott was elected principal of the elemen

tary school and head of the department of educatione®* 7 

Certainly# that arrangement was unique in so far as the com
bination job was concerned*  Boltnott later became dean of 
the college and was particularly influential in plotting 
the course of the institution In relation to academic 
matters. Mary Campbell®® was elected dean of women and 

head of the department of-mathematics. She remained at the 
college until her "retirement in 1951# and her great influence 
remains evident. F. S. Estill was elected registrar and 
auditor;8® he remained in that position until 1928. As pre

viously mentioned, I J.‘Deck was the new dean of the college 
and principal of"the high school*  He continued In that 
capacity until the positions were separated the following 
year*

Minutes of the School Board of the South Park 
Itk3ependent District* J'uly 19, 1924*

88 Ibid*. July 16, 1924.
- 89 Ibid*. May 21, 1924*

In the South Park Junior College Bulletin, printed 
in April, 1924, for the 1924-1925 college year, a descrip
tion of the physical facilities of the college was given*  

Practically the same facilities were listed as were * 88
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described in the news itea previously noted, except for 
details about the various buildings# Quoted in part the 
bulletin stated thatt

• « • The buildings are new, and are three in num*  
barj the Main BuildingJ the Home Economics Building1 
and the Mechanics Arts Build Ing—a 11 together*  costing 
approximately $400,000 for buildings and equipment#

The Main Building contains twenty-four class rooms, 
four laboratories, library and reading room, an audi
torium seating 1200 persons, cafeteria, large gymnasium 
fully equipped, and administrative offices#

r I

The Home Economics Building cents ins six rooms 
specially designed for teaching all problems of the 
homej such as*  cooking, sewing, home nursing, and 
laundry work# It is also a building planned to be 
used as a social center for the community as well as 
for the student.

The Mechanics Arts Building contains the shops and 
engineering laboratories# It la equipped with four 
laboratories and a drawing room#

The large elementary school located in the block 
adjacent to the college buildings serves as a practice 
school for advanced students Who are preparing to become teachers#yu

When that same bulletin was printed, a long list of 
fees and deposits was included# Students living within the 
district were not required to pay tuition,®^ except that the

school beard on August 26, 1924, passed a regulation

South Park Junior College, First Annual Bulletin, 
1924-1925, p# 6#

Minutes of the School Board of the South Park Independent District, August 2d, I925T
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requiring all college students over the age of twenty-one# 
regardless of where they resided# to pay the regular tui
tion of 115.00 per month.®2 The matriculation fee remained 

$5.00 for all students; however# it applied on the first 
quarter's tuition if such was charged. Other fees and 
deposits were listed as follows

FEES DEPOSITS
Chemistry $5.00 Library $2 .00
Physics 5.00 Chemistry 2.50
Botany 5.00 Physics 2.50
Zoology 5.00 botany 2.50
Foods 5.00 Zoology 2.50
Nutrition 3.00
Shop Work 5.00
Late ,
Matriculation 2.00

All of the deposits were returned to students at the end of 
the term if there were no breakages# losses, or fines. No 
refunds were made on laboratory fees.

. Objections were soon voiced by out-of-district stu
dents because they were required to pay the $15.00 per month 
tuition charge# and students within the district did not 
have to pay it. Reasons for the differential were evident; 
nevertheless# those who lived in the Beaumont Independent 
School District and other neighboring districts knew that

92 Loc. olt.

First Annual Bulletin, op. clt»# p. 10.
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their parents were paying school taxes as high or higher 
than were the citizens of South Park. They also knew that 
much of the tax money for the South Park Schools came from 
the huge Magnolia Refinery that was in the South Park 
Independent School District*  Magnolia Refinery was the out
standing Industry in Beaumont# and many thought it was hardly 
fair for all of Its school tax money to be paid to the South 
Park District• This feeling was particularly evident among 
the employees of the refinery who did not live in South 
Park* 04 . .

l’ At one time there was considerable talk of estab
lishing a Junior college in the Beaumont Independent School 
District*  A new high school had been built# and it was con
tended that the old building could be utilized as a junior 
college*  Many believed that the city, of Beaumont could not 
adequately support two junior colleges, and that if a new 
one were established it would make for two institutions of 
weaker rank.0®

To protect their own interests and to give concrete 
evidence that the South Park School Board and college offi
cials wanted the school to serve the needs of surrounding

04 Interview with 0. E*  Archer# August 15# 1954*  

03 Loe*  alt*
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coraiunltleB, the board endorsed a bill designed to make the 

. college a county junior college* 96 J**  W*  Klnnear, state 

representative from Beaumont# met with the school board on 
the night of January 15, 1925, and discussed the details of 
the bill he planned to Introduce in the House of Represen
tatives*  It was the opinion of the board that everything 
possible should be done to secure the passage of the bill 
In the forthcoming session of the Texas Legislature* To 
emphasise their endorsement of the proposed legislation, the 
school board instructed the secretary to draw up a resolu
tion endorsing it and send copies to the press and to the 
•Texas legislators* 9^ Representative Klnnear met with the 

school board on two other occasions, January 26, 1925, and 
January 31, 1925, and discussed the progress of the bill*  

At the meeting on January 31, it was decided that the board 
would appropriate not more than $1000 for the purpose of 

. securing the services of expert attorneys to study the legal 
-aspects of the proposed law*  This expenditure was autho
rised only if Judge R*  E*  Masterson of Beaumont believed it 
would be legal for the board to spend this amount of money 
for the purpose stated*  A committee was appointed to see 66

66 Hutchinson,’22* cTt*, p* 20.

Minutes of the. South Park Independent School District, January 15, 1^25*
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Judge Masterson and secure his opinion.9® The ooBmlttee 

reported baok to a called meeting of the board on February 
and said that it was the opinion of the Judge that such an 
expenditure of funds would be illegal. The board then 
rescinded the action that had been taken in appropriating 
the C1000."

Although the bill introduced by Representative 
Kinnear did not pass in that session of the legislature or 
in subsequent sessions, it was seriously considered, and 
the bill was to some extent responsible for the legislature 
looking into the whole junior college situation in Texas, 
out of which came an act governing junior colleges in the • 
state. Special consideration will be given to that act 
later in this study.

In many respects the second year at the college was 
about the same as the first had been, with practically the 
same Instructors teaching the same courses again. It is 
true that the enrollment was somewhat larger than had been 
anticipated. Before the fall semester began, college offi
cials had estimated that there would be about 200 students.

" Ibid.. January 31, 1925.
99 Ibid.. February 2, 1925.
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Actually, a total or 228 enrolled. Eythe end of the year, 
because of failures, withdrawals, and dropping of courses, 
the graduating class had decreased in size until only 
thirty associate of arts degrees were awarded.^00

During the spring of 1925, several important 
decisions.were made by the school board of the South Park 
Independent School District that affected the college.
G. W. Dingman was re-elected as president of the college 
and superintendent of schools for a terra of two years at a 
salary of $4800 per year. The new contract was to become 
effective on July 1, 1925.^°^ Then, on April 2, 1925, 

D. W. Eoitnott was elected dean of the college for a term 
of two years at a salary of $3800 for the first year and 
$4000 for the second year. Els contract was to become

103 effective on June 1. I. J. Deck submitted his resigna
tion as principal of the high school, effective at the end 
of the spring term, 1925. He had previously held the com
bination job of principal of the high school and dean of 
the college*  The school board re-elected him as principal

100 Ibid.. May 19, 1925.
101 Ibid.. February 17, 1925.
102 Ibid.. April 11, 1925.
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of the high school for the following year# but he did not 
accept the change In status.^0®

The changes Indicated above were but the beginning 
of a stream of events that led to the complete separation 
of the junior college from the high school and finally to 
the severance of the college from the South Park Independent 
School District,'

In response to public demand*  a summer session was 
again planned. In preparation for It, a special summer 
bulletin was published and made available to prospective . 
students. In this bulletin It was stated that the faculty 
would be made up of regular college teachers, except that 
some other Instructors of excellent qualifications would be 
added to teach some of the extra classes. Also, the bulle
tin prominently displayed evidence of recognition that had 
come to the school during the two years of Its existence. 
The following are quotations from that publlcatlont

South Park College has been ranked as a Class "A” 
junior college by the State Department of’education.

The College has enrolled a larger number pf stu
dents during Its first and second years than any 
other junior college in Texas,

103 Ibid., April 11, 1925,
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The Texas Aasocistlon of Colleges has ranked South 

Park College as a Junior college of the first class, 
and students transferring from this school will receive credit for the work done here.l^

The bulletin mentioned above listed the name of the 
college as South Park College Instead of South Park Junior 
College• This was the first time that had been done In 
published material*  The new name was continued In all later 
publications• Probably no special significance should be 
attached to this change because there Is no indication that 
either the college administration or the school board was 
thinking of altering the status of the. institution*

The second sunaner session was held from June 8, 
1925, to July 17, 1925, under the direction of Dean D» W. 
Boltnott. A total of flftysix students registered for 
college courses*̂®

It was during this summer that an undetermined num
ber of people appealed to college officials and to the school 
board asking that college classes be taught at night for 
those who had to work and could not attend regular day 
classes. The board considered the requests, and on August 1,

104 South Park Junior College, Pulletin. Second 
Summer Session, 1925, p. 6.

Beaumont Journal, op. clt.. August 15, 1925.
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1925, approved President Elngitan^ recommendation tiiat 
plana be made for organizing night ol&saea If there were 
sufficient demand•^06

For the first time in ita history. South Park 
College was given adequate newspaper publicity during the 
summer of 1925*  College officials apparently saw the need 
for dlseemlnatlng additional Information to the public*  

It appears that the daily newspapers were always ready to 
print information or facta about the college If the material 
was prepared for them. On August 15, 1925, the peaumont 
Enterprise printed a news story describing plans that were 
being made for the coming year. It stated in part thati 

All plans are In readiness for the opening of the 
South Park College for the term of 1925-26, and from 
all indications there will be, estimating conserva
tively, 500 students at the college • • • •

The alm of the college le to supply the needs of 
students in the immediate vicinity of Beaumont or within a radius of 100 ml les,^07

The news story quoted above clearly Indicates that 
college officials expected a large Increase In enrollment 
for the 1925-26 college year*  Actually,' the estimated 
increase was a thirty-three per cent increment over the

106 yinutes of the South Park Independent School 
District*  Au^uat 192^."

^•07 Hew a item in the Beaumont Eh.fr prise. August 15 
1925.
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enrollment for th® preceding year. Also# the story seems 
to point out that the aollege was beoomlng an area institu
tion as well as a^oromnity school•

In preparation for the 1925-26 session, notable 
improvements were made in so far as physical facilities 
were concernedt and there were eome additions to the 
curriculum. An enlarged reading room In the library was 
provided, and several hundred volumes of new reference books 
in the fields of history, education, design, mechanical 
drawing, physics, and home economics were purchased. Labo
ratory equipment worth about <3000 was installed in the. 
departments of chemistry# physics, mechanical drawing, and 
design. The athletic field was -enlarged and new tennis 

108 courts were built.
The curricula was strengtiiened by the addition of 

public school art and a one-year course in business admini
stration. The latter was designed for students who thought 
it imperative that they prepare thraseelves for a vocation 
in the shortest time possible

Tentative plans were'made during the summer of 1925 
for the formation of a students*  council. The Initiative

X^oc* al t *
Hutchinson, og,*  clt.« p. 16.
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for organizing the counoil was taken by the administration 
of the oollege*  A newa item In the Beaumont Enterprise 
explained the purpose of the organization.^0

One new organization will be begun that will bind 
the student body together and make of it a unit. 
This organization will be known as the Students’ 
Council. It will be organized and run by the dean 
of the college. The purpose of the organization is 
not.particularly to govern the student body • • . •

The membership of the body will be limited to one 
student member from each organization of the college. 
The body will meet weekly with the dean and discuss 
affairs of the student body. • . •

The third year# 1925*26,  opened with a considerable
Increase in enrollment. There were 270 students, including 
sixty-five who had registered on a part-time basis for

inevening classes.***  At the end of the year, a total of 
slxty-flve graduated heard Dr. T.O. Walton, President of
the Agriculture and Mechanical College of Texas deliver

" 112 the commencement address.
The above mentioned session was an Important one in 

the history of the college. With the new course offerings, 
an improved faculty, new equipment, and an administration 
almost completely separate from the high school, a new

Beaumont Enterprise, loo, clt.. August 15, 1925.
News item in Leaumont Journal, September,23, 1923

112 Ibid.. June 3, 1926.
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phase in the progress of the institution was entered upon. 
Undoubtedly, the college gained additional prestige in the 
oomraunity, area, and state as a result of this new status.

In the summer of 1926, the administration of the 
oollege prepared a list of twenty advantages or reasons for 
attending South Park College. It is true that some of these 
so-called advantages were compiled for publicity purposes, 
and a few of,them were exaggerations of the truth. Never-*  
theless, it la believed that they are of sufficient impor
tance to be listed ..heret

1# Approximately sixty per cant of 270 students 
enrolled in South Park College would not attend 
college if it were not for the local institution.

‘ 2. The aim of South Park College is vocational and 
preparatory for law, medicine, business administra
tion, engineering, journalism, and home economics.

3*  By attending South Park College for two years—the 
young oollege students are kept at home under 

S: parental guidance.
4. During the past three years South Park College has 

increased its enrollment from 125 to 270, thus it 
is a growing institution.

5. Failures are fewer in South Park College than in 
larger schools because of smaller classes, which 
makes it possible for instructors to give students 
more individual attention.

6. South Park College is affiliated with the Associa
tion of Universities and Colleges of Texas for two 
years of standard college work,

7. South Park College is rated as a first-class Junior 
college by the University of Texas.
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8« Graduates of South Park College enter the junior 

olaes in leading senior colleges and. universities 
without loss of credit*

9« South Park College offers forty-two standard college 
courses*

10*  There are fourteen student organizations that add 
much to the-spirit and life of the South Park 
College*

11*  South Park College is for Southeast Texas and South
west Louisiana*

12*  South Park College has a faculty of twenty men and 
't women who are graduates of leading colleges and 

universities of the nation,
13*  South Park College has a reference library suf fl*  

clently .large to care for all courses offered*
!> „ 14*  South Park College has one of the best home econo

mics departments in Texas and is housed in a sepa- 
rate building*

15*  South Park College has the best equipped gymnasium 
of any junior college In Texas*  It has hot and cold 
water and a floor of fifty by eighty-six feet# with 
■a seating capacity of 1,000*

16*  South Park College has an athletic field consisting 
of eight acres*

417*'South  Park College campus was recently beautified 
" by the addition of shrubbery*

18*  South Park College Is located on a paved street; 
It is on a street car line; and it is one block 
from the Port Arthur and Beaumont interurban rail
road*

19*  South Park College ranks as one of the best in 
Texas; it Is the pride of southeast Texas*
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B0< College eduoatign pays big dlvldenda—-attend South 

Park College 
During the next five years, the administration 

remained the same; very few additions, alterations, or 
deletions were made In the curriculum} and only a few 
changes were made in the faculty• There was a slight 
increase in enrollment from year to year, until by 1931, 
there were 303 studentsSeveral events and develop
ments of consequence that occurred In the five-year period 
will be given special mention here*

An event to be emphasised was the spring oommenoe- 
ment of 1927*  Ko particular importance should be attached 
to this commencement, except that Dr*  Frederick Eby, head 
of the school of education at the University of Texas, 
delivered the principal address to the sixty graduates*  In 
his address. Dr*  Eby declared that South Park College rated 
first among the junior colleges of Texas*  Then, In regard 

. to junior college students, he said that actual records at 
"the University of Texas show that students who attend 
junior college during their first two years do better work 
during their junior and senior years at the University than

*1 <1^ 
am M^hy Attend South Park College,*  (anonymous 

unpublished manuscript, 1926).
Eutchlnson, op. clt* p*  18*
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do those who spend four years at the senior Institution*̂ 5 

Probably without question. Dr*  Eby was the outstanding 
autliorlty and exponent of the Junior college in Texas at 
that time*  It is Impossible to appraise properly his con
tribution to the general movement in the state, or to 
evaluate the aid he gave to individual schools with their 
varied problems*  On several occasions his advice and . 
counsel were sought by the administration of South Park 
College and, later, by those in authority at Lamar Junior 
College, ? ‘

A development mentioned earlier waa the. passage of » 
the so-called "Junior College Law*  by the Texas Legislature • 
in 1929*  That year was a momentous one in the history of 
Junior colleges in Texas, for this new law that was enacted . 
by the Forty-first Legislature validated the public Junior 
colleges then In existence and defined the limitations and 
methods for the eatabllahment of new junior colleges*  It 
even included regulations concerning the types of districts 
that could be organised for Junior college purposes, the 
methods of control and support, and the "scope of work**  

It has been said that junior colleges of Texas did not have 
legal status until the passage of this legislation*  In

USx Hews Item In the Beaumcnt Journal, May 31, 1927*
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sone respeota that Is true) however, a degree of legal 
reoo^iiition had been given to then In 1917, when the 

। Legislature enacted laws accepting the work of such col*  

I leges for teacher certification*  Also, In the sane year, j
the Texas Legislature accepted responsibility for John 

। Tarleton College, at Stephenville, and established the

Grubbs Vocational Sciiool (later changed to North Texas *,
1 Agricultural College) at Arlington and placed then under
the control of the Board of Regents of the Agricultural end 

I Kechanioal College of Texas, thus creating a srcall system ; 
'of state branch junior colleges.^® .
| Notwithstanding the legal developments that had

f

taken place prior to 1929, this new "Junior College Law” 
।gave legal stability to existing institutions, and It ^ve 
junior college administrators assurance that funds for the . 
operation of the colleges could not be stopped by legal Lotion attacking the legality of spending public stoney for 

the maintenance of a quaal*publlc  institution*  Too, the 
fact that junior colleges could not now be established 
promiscuously gave administrators the feeling of security 
that was needed for long range planning*  Prior to this, 
it was never known just when ths adjoining district or town 
might decide to establish a college of its own*

Von Roeder, op* clt** pp*  13*16*

I
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- The "Junior College Law*  of 1929 la considered of
< I such importance-that it is quoted in part as followsi

Article 2815h,Section !• Any Independent school district or city which has assumed control of its 
schools, having In either case an assessed property 
evaluation of not less than $12,000,000.00 or having 

I .an income provided by endowment, or otherwise that 
will meet the needs of the proposed junior college 

, district, said need to be determined by the State 
। board of Education and having an average daily attend- I ance of the next preceding school year of not fewer 

than 400 students In the lest four years in the 
classified high schools within said district or city, 
may, by vote of the qualified voters of the district 

. or city establish and maintain a junior college, such 
। college district to be known as a junior college dis

trict •
Section 2» When It is proposed to establish a junior college district as above provided, a petition 

praying for an election therefor, signed by not less 
than five per cent of the qualified voters of the 
proposed territory shall be presented to the board of 
education of the district or city*  It shall thereupon 
become the duty of the board so petitioned to pass upon 
the legality of the petition and the genuineness of the 
same*  It shall then be the duty of the board to for
ward the petition to the State board of BAucation*

Section 3* It shall be the duty of the State Board 
of BAucatlon, with the advice of the State Superintend
ent of Public Instruction to determine whether or not 
the conditions set forth in Section 1, have been com
plied with, and also whether, in consideration of the 
geographic location with respect to colleges already 
established. It is feasible and desirable to establish 
such junior college district*  In passing upon this 
question. It shall be the duty of the State Board of 

) Education to consider the needs of the State and the 
welfare of the State as a whole, as well as the welfare 
of the community Involved, The action of the State 
Eoax^d of Education shall be final and shall be eonxnu- 
nicated through the State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, to the board, together with an order of 
the State Board of Education authorizing further
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prooedur® in the eetabliahment ©f the Junior oollege 
dietriot, if said State Board endoreee its estatlish- 
aent. If the State Board ©f Sdusatlon approves of the 
establishment ©f the Junior oollege district, it shall 
be the duty of th® Board ©f Bduoation to enter an 
order for an eleetlon to be held in the proposed terri
tory within a time not less than twenty days, and not ■ 
more than thirty days after suoh an order is issued, 
to determine whether or not such a Junior oollege dls- 
trlct shall be created and formed*  Such order shall 
contain a description of th® metes and bounds of such 
Junior college district to be formed, and shall fix 
th® date for such election*  If a majority of th® votes 
cast by th® qualified property taxpaying voters of such 
district at such election shall be In favor of the 
creation of a Junior college district the same shall be 
detoed to be formed and created, and said board of 
Sduoation shall, within ten days after holding such 
election, mat® a canvass of the returns and declare the 
results of the election*  They shall then enter an order 
on the minutes of th® board as to the results*

Section 4* A junior college established and main- tained by"an Independent district or city that has 
assmed control of its schools, shall be governed, 
administered, controlled by and mder the direction 
of the Board of Education of such district or city*

Section S* The Board of Sducatlon of Junior college districts''s&ll be governed in the establishment, 
management*  and control of the j mlor college by the 
general law governing the establishment, management, 
and control of IndepeMent school districts in so far 
as the general law is applicable*

Section 7* The junior college district shall.have 
the power to issue bonds for construction and equipment 
of school buildings and the- acquisition of the sites 
therefor*  The Junior college district shall also levy 
and collect taxes for support and maintenance of the 
college provided no bond® shall be issued and no taxes 
collected until by vote of the majority of qualified 
voters of the Junior oollege district*

Section 12* A junior college as here considered 
must consist of freshman and sophomore college work 
taught either separately or in conjmction with the
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senior years of the high, school and the course of study 
must be submitted and approved by the State Department 
©f Education before it may be offered«

Section 16* Any public junior college now organised v 
and conducted in the State of Texas which had been in 
actual operation prior to January IS^S# or which Is 
recognised as a standard junior college by the State 
Department of Edueation is hereby validated and may by 
action of its board of trustees, choose to be governed 
by the provisions of the act and receive the privileges of the same, at any time it ®ay desire to do so.117

As was mentioned earlier, many students parents 
were not satisfied with the schedule of fees charged by. 
South Park College. Those who lived outside th® district 
believed the differential in .charges to in*district  and out*  

of-district students ms too great. Although a definite 
plan was never developed, citizens of Port Arthur, Orange, 
and Beaumont Independent School District considered the fea
sibility of establishing junior colleges in those communities. 
Since the bill introduced by Representative 3. W. Klnnear to 
make South Park College into a county junior college did not 
pass and because the expense of operating the college had 
become a x*eal  burdm on the taxpayers of the South Park 
Independent School District, the school board in 1929 decided 
to begin charging in-dlstrict students a tuition fee of t-20.00

117 perty-Flrst Legislature, General and Speclai 
lam of Texas, pp. MB*&50*
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per term or <60.00 per college This action caused
students fro® outside thS district to feel better toward the 
college* *

11 a* South Park College, Seventh Annual Bulletin. 
1929-1930, p. 10.

^Enrollment Report Analysis# (Registrar*# Office, Laeffir State College"'of lecKnology, 1^53).

Regardless of newspaper publicity ar4 public state- 
sjenta of college officials telling about the growth and. 
development of South Park College during the first nine 
years of its existence# enrollment figures simply do not 
reveal a picture of phenomenal growth. Figures from the 
office of the registrar showi^®

TAB12 I
mOLIMSTS AID QHADWkTES OF SOOTH PARI. CQLLM 

192S-10S2

Year
Total 

Enrollments
lumber of 
Graduates

1923-1924 125 7
1924-1925 228 42
1925-1926 270 69
1926-1927 285 64 .
1927-1928 287 67
1928-1929 290 60
1929-1930 292 68
1930-1931 293 ' 71
1931-1932 503 69 -
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A study of ths above table will show that aftes? the 

first three years, growth res very slow*  Between 1925 and,

kinutes of th® School Foard of the South Park 
NgR**w.w*»iwi»we**ii WWW wwim.il. miWiieww*ww>iii giwie**i**ww WniiW <e*W*w *********** Sw*n *   Independent Distriot* August o, 1952*
News- item In the Deaument &h ter prise* August 7,

1932,

1931, the inerease was from 270 full time students to 303 
students or only 122  per eent Increase over a period of 
six years  In so far as the nuaber of gi»duates was con
cerned, there was little fluctuation between 1926 and 1932

*
*

*

■ IV. JUMAB COIXM

Selection of a Name
At a regular meeting of the Sctxool Board of th® 

South Park Independent School District on August 6, 1932, 
it was decided that the naM of South Park College would be 
changed*̂®  According to a news lt®s the following day, 

thia action was taken because of the expansion of the col
lege and because of the large territory represented by 

1S1 students*  Members- ©f the EoaM believed that a new 
name without a cosHmmity ■ lsg>lication would help cltlsena in 
the area realise that the college was mor® than a community 
school*
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Th® school board decided to let the public suggest 

a name for the college« Regulations were drawn up for a 
contest to be held# whereby everyone was eligible to enter, 
regardless of his place of residence# The person selecting 
the name finally ehosen would be awarded a scholarship 
valued at tlOO and good for the 1932-1933 year*  The scho- 
larehip, if won by a person unable to use it, could be 
transferred to a worthy boy or girl*  It was suggested that ' 
names of importance in Texas history or names of national 
figures with a local connection be submitted*  Territorial 
titles such as Southeast Texas College or South Texas 
College would not be favored*  Instead, preference was to 
be given to such names as San laclnto College, La Salle 
College# and the like*  It was eR^hasised that titles other 
than those of a historical nature could be submitted*  In 
view of a possible expansion of the school, the boazxl agreed 
that the word ’’Junior” would not be included in the name*  

Contestants were to submit, with the suggest®! title, a 
written explanation not exceeding 100 woi^s telling idiy that 
particular name was chosen*  In the event that two or more 
persons suggested the saw winning name# the one whose rea
sons were best expressed in the 100- word explanation was to 
be declared the winner*̂^

122 slfe.
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On Aagust 20, 1952, the school board voted unanl*  

mouslgr to change the nase of South Park College to Lamr 
College, honoring Mirabeau B*  lamr, second president of 
the Republic of Texas and the san who is known as the 

123 founder of public school education In Texas*  The
PeauBiont .Biterprise reported that about twenty*!ivo  persons 
suggested the nom of lamr College and that it was neces
sary*  for the school board to appoint a ooiselttae to read and 
study th© various explanations to determine ths winner of 
the scholarship*  Other suggested mmes that.were seriously 
considered by the school board were Travis College, Coronado 
College, Texmont College, and Gulf Coast College*

Otho Plfflmsr, a student at South Park Junior College, 
was finally selected as the winner of the scholarship*  It 
is interesting to notice that in later years Otho Plusmer 
served for several years as ssayor of the oity of Beaumont 
and is at present (1955) a Member of 'the board of regents 
for Xamr State College of Technology*

A Period of Steady Growth
Under its new name the college opened in the fall 

of 1932 with 330 students*  Mo change had been mads in the

Minutes of the School Board of the South Park
Indeneraaent District*  August 20, 1932*
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edminiatration*  C*  w*  Elngmn remained as president and 
D*  W*  £oltnott as dean. The faculty was now composed of 
fourteen teachers# and of^ that number twelve held -graduate 
degrees. In so far as the faculty was concerned, the 
separation of the college and the high school was complete, 
since no Inatruotor was scheduled to teach in both*  It was 
at th® beginning of thia year that a change was made from 
the tens to the semester plan*  This brought the college 
more in oonfermity with other institutions of higher learning 
Accordingly, a standard teaching load of fifteen semester 
hours per teacher was established*̂^  Tuition fees for stu

dents living within the South Park Independent School 
District were set at <75*00  per year and <150*00  pep year 
for out-of •district students*  This schedule was effective 
for only one academia year# 1932-1933The following 
year tuition was established at <135*00  per student, regard- 

136 less of the. place of residence*
The college was now ranked as-a class ®AW junior 

college by the State Department of Bluest Ion, and it was a

3s4 Eutchlnson, o^*  clt** p*  23*
3,25 South Park College, Tenth Annual Bulletin*  

^.932—1933, p * 9«
Lamr College, Eleventh Annual Bulletin.' 1933-
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aeaber of the Tex&s Aaaool&tlon of Colleges# the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools, the 
Assooiation of Junior Colleges of the tSaited States, and

127 the Araeriean Medical Association.
On March 1933, W. A. Melson, College Examiner

for th® State Board of EXaalnera, mde a visit to lamar
College and submitted a written report to th® State loard
of Examlnara on April 7, 1933, concerning Ms findings•
Excerpts fro® that report are quoted as followsi

April 7, 1933
TO THS STATE BOARD OF SASlMSl

On Mar^h 29, 1933, X visited larear College, and 
wish to present herein a report of cy findings:

lhere ar® fourteen persons teaching in the college. 
Thirteen of these are teaching, full-time*  Twelve eewbers of the faculty hold ^aduate degrees. Two 
inatructors sAio do not hold degrees have had splendid 
training in their twching fields, Bach department 
head baa a graduate degree. So far as.the faculty is 
concerned, the separation of the junior college wd 

. the hi^h school is complete, since no instructor
teaches in both the high sehopl and the junior college.

Th® teaching load is within the fifteen hour stan
dard.

Zl»a 122E® fif Work

iMto&T College is this year operating under the 
semester plan*  A unifora plan of work for the colleges 
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of Texas is very jsmeh to be desired and slnee the 
trend Is definitely toward the sewster plan, the 
exaelner Is pleased to note that Laaar College has 
adopted thia plan*

Two years of work ere offered in biology, ahem*  
istry# education, English, hlstoi^, mathematics, 
physics, French, and Spanish. A first year course 
Is offered in engineering drawing,-and second year 
courses are offered in economics, government, account*  
Ing, and public speaking#

The library is conveniently located, and Is well 
lighted*  It is used jointly by students of the high 
school eM. the junior college*  However, due to the 
limited capacity of the reading room# high school 
students are admitted in the forenoon anl junior col*  
lege students in ths aftemoon*

The Xaboyetorles
The laboratories are well equipped and are shared 

with the hl^h school# The enrollment tn the high 
school ax^. the junior college has grown to such an 
extent that lacoratcry facilities are not sufrioient 
to aocorosodate all of those who seek admission to 
science classes#

Tuition and Finances
Each student living inside the South Park Indepen

dent School District is required to pay 675*00  per 
year and all other studmts are required to pay 1150*00  
per year for tuition#

There is no junior college tax# Last year expend!*  
turea for junior college purposes amounted to 632,785# 
Student tuition and fees furnished an income of 630,820 
The difference between these two amounts was received 
from the funds of the South'Park Independent School 
District*
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Consltistlpns and Beeomnendatlona

The character of work being done at hasar College 
by reason of its well trained faculty, rich curricula, 
and high standards for students, was the subject of 
wery favorable cowient in the report of January is, 
1932.*  . The character of work being done this year calls 
for similar ©oment*

The present limited capacity of the library reading 
roc® does not permit the college to give its students 
the opportunity to make th® most of th® library faci
lities*

It la believed that due consideration should be 
given to the separation, when conditions will pemlt, 
of the college and the high school*  Thia is in view 
of th® following!

1*  With the nwabir of junior college students 
exceeding 3(X>, separate buildings and equip- 
ment may well be given serious consideration*

8*  Crowded ecmditlcns my react unfavorably upon 
the college enrollment*

3*  3o far as the faculty is concerned, the separa
tion of the college and the high school is 
already ccmplets, since no instructor teaches 
in both*

It is recommended tliat Lamr College be retained as 
a junior college of th® first class on the list of 
accredited junior colleges of Texas*

Respectfully submitted,
W, A. kelson, 1S) College. ^tamlner’^®

Eeoause of. increased high school and college enroll
ment, and in view of W*  A*  kelson*s  to the State

W*  A*  Kelson, ^Report to Stat® Board of 
Examiners#*  April 7, 1933,
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Beard of Examiners on April 7# 1933, th® school board gave 
its attention to the need for additional housing facilities• 
In June, 1933# th® school board authorised Livesay and 
Wiedeman Contracting Company to prepare plans and specifica
tions for a new Administration Building and an addition to 
the Trade School Building# The plans and specifications for 
the new building called for a library and additional class
room# The contract was let to the Clem F*  Myers Construc
tion Company# and in September# 1933# the work was complete 

129 and was accepted by the board*
With the corslet Ion of the new building and the 

additions, to the Trade School Building# which ws now named 
the Science Hall# the college began the 1933-34 year with 
faculty and student body in buildings separate from the high 
school*  This# according to the college catalogue# ‘‘made it 
possible for the college to maintain its own dally program# 
thereby permitting greater freedom to college studenta and 
the development of a better atmosphere**^ 0 During the 

1933-34 year# another building was erected to house the 
muslo department*  This building consisted of classrooma, 
practice rooms# and a small etMio auditoritss*̂^

Minutes of the School gpayd of the South Fark Independent Distriet* Septemuer @#""1'933*•
^aBiar 9ollegre» Twelfth Annual Bulletin, 1934-1935 

p*  7*
2,51• bit*
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The soilage wai now housed in three separate build*  

Inga and w&a in a position to offer a wider aoope of work 
than erer before. These improved faaillties undoubtedly 
were snore enticing to prospective students, for when 
registration was complete in 1934, a total of 453 students 
had enrolled.*̂  This enrollment increased to 510 in 1935#^5^

The school boaM decided, tlxat the increased enroll
ment Mde necessary the erection of a fine arts and audi
tor Im build!The building was constructed during the 
swmer of 1936. It contained an auditorium with a seating 
capacity of 525 and classrooms which were used for music, 
speech, and other fins art@*̂^

The 1936-37 college year began with an enrollment 
of MB*  This was an increase of about 7*5  per cent over 
that of the previous year*  This increase was not particu
larly significant within itselfj however, the enrollment 
trend from 1933 until 1940 as shown in the following table 
was significant*̂®

.Wtollment Report Anelysi s, (Registrar * a Office, lamr College'V 19^4')
Enrollment Report Analysis*  (Registrar’s Office, Lamar CollegeTT^KJT".
Lamar College, Fourteenth Annual Fullstin* 

1936-1937* . p. 81*
Enrollment. Report Analysts*  op> clt** 1953*
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TAM II

B'HOmSSTS’AND GRADUATES OF LAKAK COIXBOS 
1933»1940

T0MI WussbeF ©f
Year Enrollment Graduates

1932*1933 410 - 94
1933-1934 432 90
1934-1935 . 433 91
1935-1936 610 99
1936-1937 M8 107
1937-1938 630 118
1938-1939 WS 83
1939-1940 640 121

Table IX shows that the total enrollment for the . 
1939-40 oollege was 640 as oompar^ to 410 In 1932-33) 
this was an Inoroase of approximately 66 per sent within 
a aeven year period * Simultaneously, enrollment In the
hi^t sehool eontlnued to grow until additional facilities 
were needed for both high school and college purposes•

From about 1937 until 1940, there was an undirected 
movement to change tamr College into a four-year inetltu*  

tlon*  On Karcdb 21, 1937, an article in the Cltlsen-Fress 
stated that the opening of such a college would probably 
result in the iatoodiate enrollment of between ^X> and 700 
students and that the present buildings and campus of the
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junior college could be profitably used by th® fast-growing 
South >ark Independent School District*̂ 3® That same year

an article in th® Beauw>nt Enterprise stated t
Xamr College in th® past has made educational his

tory*  Establlahstent of the college here fifteen years 
ago was an experiment while the junior college idea in 
ths state of Texas was coimparatiirely a new thing and 
wm certainly in the experimental stage*  * < * famar 
College has be-aom a definite $^rt of the eduoatlonal 
system of Beauwmt and ths surrounding area • • • ♦ 
And today laear College looks forward*

Sentiment is crystallsing for a four-year institu
tion*  Trustees have considered this Idea# and It has 
been vaguely discusaed though no definite steps in the 
direction of forming a foun-year unit her® have been 
taken*

♦ * * A large area would be needed from which to 
draw support for a four-ye&r institution*  Also# educa
tional trends in the state will have to be considered 
when the future of Lamar College is taken Into account*

Officials of the local institution see within a 
short period of time# a stat® apportionment provision 
for all students attending college# and particularly for 
those attending a junior college*  All of this must be 
consider^ in planning for the future of Lamar*

Those who are shaping th® future of the Institution 
point out that the arsa in which Beaumont is located Is 
the largest section in Texas not served by a four-year 
college*  Ana. they also point out that Beaumont is 
Ideally located for a petroleum engineering school# since 
it Is loathe very heart of the vast petroleum area of the stats* 1S7

Kews Item in Citigen-Press (Beaumont)# Karch 21# 
1937*

1*>^  Sews item in the Beaumont Enterprise*  September 1# 
1937*
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The movement; to sake th® college into a fouyyear

institution never got beyond the discussion or planning 
stage« Instead, efforts were soon directed toward creating 
a junior college district*  College officials and the school 
board believed thia plan would be the quickest and most 
feasible way of alleviating the financial burden that was 
being imposed on th® school distrlot by the junior college*  

Th.® idea of a junior college district was given 
emphasis by Mr*  I*  B» Hereford, junior college examiner, in 
a report .to the State Board of Examiners on February 7, 1039*  

In thia report. It was pointed out that a considerable sum 
of money would have to be spent if further development was 
to be made*  Ee said that additional buildings were needed 
and. that some additions should be mads to the curriculum*
In his conclusions, Mr*  Hereford wrotet

Lamar College is serving people from rather a wide 
area*  toe South Park Independent School District has 
carried the financial burden of ths junior college for 
many years and has proven its feasibility and advantage*  
We are of the opinion, however, that the district will 
not be justified in extending the program very far 
beyond its present situation*  We believe careful 
attention should be given to the idea of establishing 
a junior college district in this area, and thereby 
the financial responsibility will be extended to a much 
wider area*  We believe that this plan would not only be feasible but just*̂8

158 E*  E*  Hereford, *Report  to State Board of 
EK&miners#8 February 7, 1930*
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A few wffinthe before this report was s®d® th® "Xoung 

Ken’s Business league of Beaumont offered the services of 
that organization to cooperate in anjr mnner possible for 
the development of the college*  Thia offer was promptly 
accepted, by the school board, whereupon a coiHmlttee from 
the Young Men’s Business league was appointed to work with 
the school board &&& college officials on an expansion pro*  
gram.^8 This action was taken in view of the belief by 

Young Men’s Business League leaders, college officials, and 
school board members that Lamar College had reached the 
limit of possible expansion with"its present facilities and 
under its present political status*  It was believed that 
unless an enlarged plant was provided and a more equitable 
system of financing arranged, it would become necessary to 
limit the nwber of students accepted and curtail the ser
vices ©f the institution*

The committee of the Young Men’s Business League 
immediately began a series of meetings with business and 
industrial leaders to study the needs and possibilities of 
an expansion program*  According to a report that.they 
issued, these meetings revealed two very definite needsi

The Road Ahead for Lamar College (pamphlet j Beaumontt Young"Sen*e  Business League",’1""!^^") •
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le Technical, vocational, and semi-professional 

training is badly needed in the Sabine Area*  This 
large and expending area is constantly in need of 
skilled meohanies aixl trained workers*  Courses are 
needed to train the boys and girls of the Sabina Area 
for the work here#

Training above the hlg^h school level is needed in 
laboratory operations} metal work} use of office 
machines} specialized training for secretaries of 
doctors# lawyers and others$ salesmanahlpi wood work) 
piloting ajmi mechanlca of aviation) diesel motors) 
electricity) and in many other similar fields# These 
courses can all be ■completed in two years#

2# Cultural and pre-professlonal college training 
should be made available to our young people at as low 
a cost as possible#

An increasingly large amber of high school grad
uates are in need of junior college opportunity where 
they can obtain two years of college work without leav
ing home# Many of these young people need and desire 
pre-professional training in law# medicine# engineering# 
music# journalism# etc## in order that they may later 
enter the professional colleges to finish their degrees. 
Others desire general cultural training in order to 
prepare for fuller living and broader fields of service# 
Most of these boys and girls will be denied the oppor
tunity of a college education unless a local college Is 
made available to them at a low rate of tuition#140

The ccmBBlttee further found that the Junior College 
Law of Texas made it possible to form and support an enlarged 
junior college district by vote of the qualified voters of
any proposed combination of contiguous public school districts 
meeting certain legal requirements# Large tax-paying 
interests and many citizens were consulted# and the great

3,40 bit* 
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majority were found to favor an expansion program. The 
oonoBilttee of the ^oung Men’s Business League then reported 
its findings to the hoard of directors*  and recoranended that 
the matter be presented to the general public for considera
tion*  The report and recowsMations were adopted by the 
board, and a central committee was appointed to work out a 
plan for submitting the proposed expansion program to the 
publltL*  This central committee worked closely with offi
cials-of Lamar College and with the school board of South 
Park.

The central etmunittee decided that the entrance of 
public school districts into this proposed junior college 
district should b® entirely voluntary aM that all semblance 
of coercion should be avoided. With this thought in mind, 
an invitation throng the public press was issued to the 
people of the public school districts In Jefferson County, 
asking that any groups interested in helping form the 
original district sake known their desires to the eomlttee.1 
Representative citizens of five school districts responded) 
those were Beaumont, South Park, French, lederland, and Port 
Seches,. Tb^ petitions for an election on th® matter were 
therefore framed on this Basis and signed by more than 2,OCX) 
resident taxpayers of the territory involved. Some opposi
tion developed in th® fort Xeohes Distriot and in the
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Kederland, District. Si® oppoalton in these areas:seeded 
t© be t»aed largely on a feeling that th® densely popu
lated distrlota in Beauwnt were trying to *take  in” these 
smaller voting areas without th© consent of a mjorlty of 
their qualified voters# since in the original formation of 
the district a majority votes.of the entire area would 
govern# *M  hease a smiler district ml^ht be included 
although a majority of its ora citizens were opposed#^^ 

When opposition developed in the adjacent areas, 
th® coffislttee of the Xoung Men18 Business League re-empha- 
sised that even the slightest syppearance of coercion should 
be avoided# since the entire project had been conceived and 
planned from the beginning as a cooperative endeavor# and 
since to do otherwise would probably ©reate animosity 
toward Beamont in the adjacent areas*  As a consequence, 
adjacent districts were advised that they would not be per
mitted to participate in the fomtlon. of the original 
district unless they presented written evidence that a 
majority of their qualified voters desired to do so*  These 
districts were given until June -SS# 1940# to produce such 

1 
evidence*  Wen th® outlying districts' did not submit such

141 *»xamr  College Espana Ion Project*  (pamphlet J 
Beatmontt Young Ken’s Business League# 1940)*
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evidence by that date. It beeazoe apparent that only the 
three publie eohool di str lets of Baattoont wanted to form 
the original district*  It was explained that territories 
not desiring to enter at this tire were mt necessarily 
opposed to th® project, but that they wanted to vote on 
idxether or not to join the college district in an election 
involving only their own dlstrlct*̂^

Th® central conmlttea deaided to present to the 
qualified voters of th® Beaumnt, flench, and South Fark 
Districts on Saturday, September 21# 1940, the opportunity 
to deoide on the following propoaltlcnsi

1*  The oreatlon of a Lamr Union Jmlor College 
Dlatriot to be composed of the Independent School 
Districts of Beaumont, South Park, and French*

2. The isauanoe of |B5O,O0O in 30-year serial bonds 
for the construction and equipment of a splendid college 
plant*

3*  The lading of a tax not to exceed twenty cents 
on the 1100 valuation for ths support and maintenance 
of the college*

4*  Mention' of a board of trustees to govern the college *143
To fulfill the legal requlremnt of having seven 

tru&tses available to govern the ex^nded college, educa
tional leaders in the three Beaumont school districts were

142

I&S. Soad Ahead, (pamphlet), op* eit*



90 
requested, to ouggeot two aea fro» each school
district*  six icen so chosen nominated a seventh*  These 
men agreed to be eandldates for the ioon*>aalarled  board of 
trustees to govern the proposed eollege*  The proposed board 
included seven oivlo *nd  eduoatlOMil leaders, firom the various 
cosTstmltles,

In the weeks preceding the election scheduled for 
S®ptosfl>er 21» 1940# the public was infoxwed of the wany 
aspects and raslfleatlcns of the iBx>endln^ issue# with all 
of the usual avenues being used for the dissemination of 
publicity*  There were artielea in th® daily newspapers8 
radio programs were scheduled। brochures were distributedj " 
and pebllo meetings were arranged*  One of the brochures 
that was given wide distribution by the Xoung %en*s  Business 
league esq^lalned in a series of questions and answers items 
that eitlssns wanted to know about the expansion plan*  Some 
of these quaatlcms and answers are listM as follows t 

1*  low meh la thesproposed bond issue for th® 
lamar tepwislon program# and for what purpose will the 
momy b® used?

proposed bond issue is not to exceed 1850,000• 
The money, if voted, will be used to establish and 
equip a new college plant*  • * •' It has been oalou*  
lated by reliable archltacts that such a college plant 
can be established for 1850,000 and that this plant 
would provide ample facilities for 1,000 students*
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2*  Bow touoh will this expansion program cost the 

average tax-payert
®ae mximum amount *6ilah  it could cost any tax

payer under the laws of Texas wuld be twenty cents on 
the |100 valuation# County valuations will be used, 
and the taxes will be collected by the county; and 
since'the average tax-payer is not assessed for more 
than $1,500 on the county tax rolls# his tax could not 
exceed $3*00  per year*

3*  Bow long would it be before this expanded junior 
.etollege would develop into a four-year oollegef

It must be clearly understood that the present expan
sion program la being projected as a broadened junior 
college rather than as a senior college*  In the first 
place, the laws of Texas make no provision for the 
levying of a tax in a local coBssunlty for the support 
of a local four-year college, while such provision has 
been rod® for th® support of a junior college# Conse
quently, bonds and taxes would have to be voted for 
junior college purposes only*

However, once a new and separate plant is provided 
for an enlarged junior college, on a campus of its own, 
there would be nothing to prevent the board of trustees 
of such an institution from permitting senior college 
classes to be organised If they so desire arui the demand 
is evident; and use could b® made of the buildings and 
equipment for such classes*  Of course, the tuition 
charged senior division students would have to pay all 
operating costs of this division, as present laws would 
not permit any tax money, to be used for this purpose*

4« Were would this collage be located?
Texas laws provide that ths campus for such a college 

saist be chosen by th® Board of Trustees of the college.
It might be added in this connection that the board 

of trustees of the South Park Independent School 
District, which now operates Damar College purchased e Bai-acre tract of land at a very low cost a few years 
ago in order to attempt to be ready to meet the present 
over-crowded condition wfaltth they could see developing 
in the college*  This tract of lard would be more than 
ample for the establiahment of a greater Lamr College*
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5*  Why does not the South Park Independent School 

Dlstrlet expand Lamr Colleget
It would be impossible for any one public school to 

develop th*  kind of college this community needs and 
deserves*  So one district within its bounds has suffi
cient valuation to build and support such an institu
tion in addition to oaring for its public schools*  By 
including several publics school districts in one col
lege district*  the valuations are sufficient to peralt 
a very low tax rate*  Furthsmore, the college will 
offer Its services to all the high school graduates 
within the college district*  just as the public schools 
cars for their respective territories*  except that a 
aEeall college tuition will be charged*

If lamar College continues to have the financial 
support of only one public school district*  its student 
body will have to be limited and Its services curtailed

6*  Would there be a different tuition charged to 
students outside the new college district as compared 
to those within the district?

This would be a question of policy for the board of 
trustees of the college to determine*  but undoubtedly 
students living inside the college district would be 
charged a much lower tuition than those living outside*  
The exact tuition rate would depersi upon several fac
tors! sSse of the stud<mt body*  amount of tax levied, 
number of different courses offered*  and other factors*

7*  Would it be possible to enalrge the college 
district In later years if other territory desires to 
coffi*  in?

Provision is made under the laws of Texas for 
annexing territory to an existing junior college dis
trict*  provided such annexation be previously approved 
by the college board of trustees*  and voted by an 
election in the territory requesting annexation*  Pro
cedure for such an election is simple*

8. What chanoa would there be to secure state aid 
for such a junior college?
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’Hi® chances appear favorable that within the next 

few year® the state of Texas will subsidise junior 
colleges to scawi extent, probably as much as $60 per 
student*  It would be much cheaper for the state of 
Texas to subsidise junior colleges than to educate 
freshmen ang soi^bomores at the state supported senior colleges*** 4

Another argument that was used by proponents of the 
expansion program was that if a junior college district was 
created, the State Board of Education probably would never 
permit th® establishment of another public college nearby. 
On the other hand, it was pointed out, a defeat of ths pro
posed college district in Beaumont would be an invitation to 
other ooBWEunltlss to form such a district, end this would 
take away from Eeaumont the advantages of being the college 
comeunlty of the Sabine Area*

The day before the election. Gene Kaq,uln, president 
of the Young Men's Business Xeagu® expressed confidence that 
the election would be won by an overvtielming majority. In 
a statement to the Beaumont Siterpri.se he saldi

Th® future of lamr College is in the hands of the 
voters*  W® believe tiiat in the past few weeks we have 
convinced th® parents and taxpayers that the expansion 
of Lassr College, ehloh has not reached the limit of 
etttient enrollment with Its-present plant, is necessary 
to the cultural and eoonomlc development of ths city*

IM
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No formidable opposition has presented Itself beeause 
it Is praotloally impossible to oppose a proposition 
whioh has but one unselfish al®.—the future welfare of 
our children and our eostounlty, which they will even
tually govern ♦1'*°

Newspaper headlines the following day told that a 
greater Laawr College District had been created. The total 
nwnber of votes cast was about 1900# ai^l each of the pro
posals carried by about 3Q0 votes*  Althoug^i that was by no 
means an overwhelming majority# leaders of the movement were 
gratified by the results*̂ s

It was announced that the school board- of the South 
Park Indsper^lent School District would continue to govern 
the college throu^iout the 1940-41 college year. However, 
it was emphasised that from the tire of the opening of the 
new institution, the new board of trustees would govern it, 
and there would be no affiliation with the school board of 
South Park or any other governing body.^7

145 pewa Item in the Beaumont Enterprise, September
21, 1940.

14iS News item in the Peaisnont Enterprise, September
22, 1940.

147 152.*  elU
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V. LAMAR UNIOS JUNIOR COLLEGE

The new board of trustees for the Lemar Union Junior 
College Dlatrlot^3 met for the first time on September 24, 

1940, just three days after their election*  The board was 
composed of M*  L« Love, Gene Naquin, Herman Iles, Beeman*  

Strong, Dr*  Talbot A*  Tumbleson, J*  M. Combs, and L. K*  Wall 
The meeting was called to order by Dr*  Tumbleson, acting as 
chairman, who immediately asked for nominations for presi
dent*  J. M*  Combs was elected president by acclamation and 
succeeded to the chair*  Then, Dr*  Tumbleson was elected 
vice-president, and L*  K*  Wall was elected secretary*  It 
was decided to"seek a meeting with the South Park School 

0, • * * . * 'Board on September 26, 1940, for the purpose of discussing 
events of mutual Interest*̂ 4®

Initial Organization
The board of trustees for Lamar College met with the 

South Park Board as planned on September 26, 1940, and an 
atmosphere of complete harmony and co-operation was noted*

Although the legal name of the district was 
Lamar Union Junior College District, the name of the college 
remained Lamar College until It lost Its junior college sta
tus In 1951*

Minutes of the, Lamar College hoard of Trustees* 
Vol*  1, September 24, 1940, p*  1*
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The South Park Board officially agreed to continue the 
operation of the college for the remainder of the school 
year in order that the Lamar College Board of Trustees might 
devote its time to problems incident to the construction of 
a college plant# Furthermore, the Lamar Board accepted the 
opportunity of purchasing a fifty-eight and one-half acre 
tract of land from the South Park School District at a total 
cost of $25,536The new college was later erected on 
that site.

The architectural firm of Llveaay, Stone, and Pitts 
was employed to submit plans and specifications for build
ings ,^51 The architects were told that the following 
buildings would be needed) (1) administration, (2) science, 
(3) vocational, (4) gymnasium and athletic plant, (5) heating 
plant, and (6) auditorium. In addition, it was pointed out 
that a students*  union and a dormitory would be desirable if 

162enough money were available. Shortly thereafter, the 
board of trustees authorised J, M, Combs, president of the 
Lamar College Board of Trustees, and John E, Gray, dean of 
men at Lamar College, to accompany the architects on a trip

’ 160 Ibid,. September 28, 1940, p. 3.
151 Ibid,, October 9, 1940, p, 7.
152 Ibid,. October 14, 1940, p, 13,
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to “inspect the architecture, curricula, teaching procedures.
and community relationships of junior colleges in Cali*  
fornia,**^^

That was the first time that John £• Gray was men
tioned as having an official connection with the new college, 
except that on October 14, 1940, J. M» Combs reported that 
the South Park School Board had of fared the Lamar Board tem
porary office and meeting space, files, and stenographic 
service under the supervision of John E*  Gray*  On March 31, 
1941, Mr*  Gray was employed as director of the college*  Be 
was to serve until the board found it desirable to eelect a 
president, and, in the interim, he would have the same - * 
powers, duties, and responsibilities that a president would 
have*  At the same meeting G*  A*  Wimberly was employed to 
set up and keep a sot of books At a later date, he was 
named business manager*

John B*  Gray and the Lamar College Board of Trustees 
worked very hard during the latter part of the 1940*41  year 
In making plans for the future*  It was necessary for them 
to decide on the priority of building construction, to plan

153 Ibid.  November 14, 1940, p  13* * *
164 Ibid.*  March 31, 1941, p. 147.
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a currlouluBi, to hire teachers*  to make provision for 

olaaarooms for the following year*  and to oare for a myriad 
of other problems that were confronting theme It had been 
recognised earlier that it would not be possible to erect 
sufficient buildings by the beginning of the 1941-42 year 
to care for ths student body*

A strong selling point for the expansion program 
had been the need for technical, vocational, and semi- 
technical training by the youth of the Sabine Area*  The 
Young Man*a  Euaineea League practically promised that the 
new college would provide training programs for the pre*  

employment needs oft youth and the poet-employment needs of 
employed adults*  The board of trustees decided to conduct 
an occupational survey to help them plan the type of curri- 
culum that should be provided for these pre-employment and 
post-employment needs*  It was also believed that the aux— 
vey would provide specific information and suggestions for 
determining the type and size of the vocations building*

The survey was conducted by citizens of Beaumont, 
with the aid of consultants from the Agricultural and 
Mechanical College of Texas, and an attempt was made to 
accomplish the following objectives:

1. To list the firms in the Lamar College Service 
Area employing ten or more persons including the mailing 
address, the number of persons employed, and the name 
of person or persons doing the hiring*
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2*  To list the occupational pursuits*  the average 

number of employees engaged therein, and the possible 
number of employees hired each year with and without 
experience*

3*  To reoomnend a pre»employment training program 
for Lamar College to prepare youths to enter chosen 
occupations found in the Sabine Area*

4*  To recommend a poat*empl6yment  program for 
employed adults working in trade and industry, distri
butive, coomeroial, semi-professional*  and other fields,

5*  To recommend for Lamar College the floor space 
required In a trades and industrial building for the 
recmnended pre-employment and post-employment training 
programs*

6*  To determine the number of young people eligible for training and their present Interests,1^0
The results of the survey were compiled and published 

♦

by the college, and the findings provided usable information 
for the board of trustees and architects*  However, one of 
the most important aspects of the project was that this was 
among the first of a long list of occasions when the admini
stration or the board of trustees sought advice or sugges
tions from local people in order that the needs of the 
community might be more adequately considered.

Because of the great need for trained workers In 
national defense industries in 1940 and 1941, the board of

Occupational Survey of Sabine Area (Beaumonti Lamar Union Junior College District^ 1941), p*  1,
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trustees considered various ways in which the college might 
give immediate assistance. With no facilities or buildings 
imn^dlately available, the outlook was not too bright*  

However, on January 6, 1941, John E*  Gray reported to the 
trustees that a representative group of the Beaumont 
National defense Advisory Council had conferred with offi
cials of the State Department of Vocational Education 
relative to the establishment of a National Defense Training 
Program in Beaumont*  The board of trustees decided that the 
college would offer to sponsor the program If facilities 
could be obtainedThe offer was soon accepted, and 
arrangements were made to locate the training center at the 
Southeast Texas State Fairgrounds*  Then, the college 
requested that the State Department of Vocational Education 
provide machinery and equipment for the training*  On Kerch 
6, 1941, it was announced that $-45,700 had been approved for 
the program in Beaumont*̂ 67 By the end of June, the defense 

training program was under way*  

Undoubtedly,, the faculty and students at Lamar 
College looked on the 1940*41  year as a sort of ’’lame duck*  

session*  They knew that the college would be separated, * 157

Nlnutes, op, alt** January 8, 1941, p* 101
157 Ibid.* March 6, 1941, p. 152*
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administratively at least, from the South Park Independent 
School District, As early as March 25, 1941, axvangementa 
had been made with South Park for the college to continue 
to utilize buildings and equipment until the new plant was 
ready for occupancy

By the time the 1941*42  year began, it was evident 
that the new college would differ greatly from the old one. 
Even without -a single new building ready for use, sufficient 
changes had been made in the administration, faculty, and 
curriculum to give some credence to the statement that Lamar 

, was "blazing a new trail in the field of college education 
in TexasExcerpts from the Beaumont Enterprise 
effectively tell the stox^r of the revised curriculumi

This year the college, with the in taroduo t ion of
■i terminal courses, will offer, by far, the most varied 
aaad complete array of training classes in the history 
of the school and one of the most adaptable currlcu*  
luma offered by any junior college in the nation.

The curriculum, patterned largely after the junior 
college system of the state of California, has been 
divided into two major divisions**the  university pre*  
paratory and the terminal.

The university preparatory division will include 
the first two years of standard university preparatory 
and pre-professtonal training, , • • Each course in

158 Ibid., March 25, 1941, p. 141,
159 jjewg item in the Beaumont Enterprise, August 23, 

1941,
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this division has been fully aocredlted with the state 
department of education, the Texas Association of 
Colleges and Universities, the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Universities, and the American Association 
of Junior Colleges, , • , These courses will fit fully 
the x^qulrements for the first two years of degree work 
at any standard college or university.

The second major division will be the terminal divi
sion, It will' include two general types of coursesi 
business courses and trades and Industrial courses,' 
the business courses are set up on a practical business 
basis and are designed to lead to employment at the end 
of two years of college training, • • , It should be 
clearly understood by both parents and students that 
many of these terminal business courses are not trans
ferable to senior colleges and universities for credit. 
The courses are not set up with the idea that the stu
dent will transfer to a senior college or university, 
but are designed to fit the student for employment at 
the end of two years of college training, • * .

. The second section of courses in the terminal divi
sion of the new curriculum is known as the trades and 
indsutrlal division. These courses offer skilled 
instruction in auto and aircraft mechanics, electrical 
and radio work, machine shop, petroleum refining, and 
distributive education. Also, oxyacetylene welding, 
burning, and electric welding will be taught as related 
skills to auto and aircraft mechanics and machine shop.

Distributive education, a specialised course in the 
art of distributing merchandise, is designed to teach 
boys and girls the art of proper buying and selling of 
merchandise, and stresses the service philosophy of the 
distributive field*  • • •_

All of the courses in the trades and Industrial.divi
sions are designed to lead to employment at the end of 
two years of training and do not carry transfer credit 
to senior colleges and universities,

, • • The college will meet the needs of every boy 
or girl in this entire area. , . • It will be a real 
service institution supplying a sufficient, but not an
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over-supply of trained, personnel to fit Into the busi
ness, professional, and industrial life of the Sabine Area,1^0

Kot listed in the above mentioned newspaper artiole 
but of equal tmportanoe was the civilian pilot training 
program, a special phase of the terminal division, which- 
was organised to provide a competently supervised primary 

, ground school training in the subjects of meteorology, navi- 
■ gatIon, and civil air regulations*  Upon suocessful comple
tion of the course the student was to be granted a private • 
pilot1a certificate*  This program was headed by 0, E*  

Archer, director of the school of science.
Except for additional personnel to teach the new 

courses that were offered, the faculty remained about the 
same under its new status*  As has been Indicated previously, 
there were important administrative changes*  John E. Gray, 
director, succeeded C, W*  Eingman who continued as superin
tendent of the South Park Schools*  D*  W*  Bo.'tnott remained 
as dean of the college; G*  A*  Wimberly was named business 
manager; and Celeste Kitchen became the registrar*

160 122.» Sit.
Lamar College, Fine teen th Annual Bulletin, 1941-1942, Beaumont, Texas$"p. li>*
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For the flrat tlm« since the creation of South Park 

Junior Colleget the purpose of the Institution as stated In 
annual catalogues was eatertally altered*  The objectives 
of the college as shown In the 1941-42 catalogue were:

Lamar College is a two-year Institution of junior 
college rank, the primary purpose of which Is to pro
mote the development of its students*

The scope of the Institution is broad*  It is 
organised to serve at least four major groups of stu
dents; (1) those preparing for upper division standing 
or admittance to professional curricula of senior col
leges and universities; (2) those seeking a cultural 
education In courses that terminate at the end of the 
college year; (3) those desiring two years of technical, 
trade, business or semi-professional training that will 
qualify them to enter the business and industrial world 
upon completion of two years of college training; and 
(4) those whose needs are beat met by short term courses 
and cooperative programs, particularly in the field of , adult education or on an evening school basis*161

» Tuition charges were considerably different under 
the expanded college*  Full-time students taking university 
preparatory or business courses and living within the junior 
college district were charged $42*50  per semester, while 
out-of-district students taking those courses were charged ;- 
$67*50  per semester*  A differentiated schedule was listed 
for students enrolling for Industrial and distributive edu
cation courses*  In-district students taking such courses 
were charged $25*00;  students from outside the district were

La?aar College, Nineteenth Annual Bulletin, 
1941-1942, Beaumont, Texas, p*  16*
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required to pay $35.00 per eeceeter*  Officials of the 
college Justified this difference by explaining that the 
salaries of vocational teachers are paid largely by the 
federal government through the Department of Vocational 
Education of the State Department of Blucatione^6®

Prior to the beginning of the 1941-42 year, it had 
been hoped, and even anticipated, that the new vocations 
building would, be ready for occupancy by the time the fall 
semester began. When it was determined that it would not 
be available, arrangements were made for shop classes to 
be taught in temporary quarters at the South Texas Fair*  

grounds*  Students were transported back and forth from the 
college for these classes^ All other class work was con
ducted in the buildings that had been utilised the previous 
year.

On November 20, 1941, the Junior college examiner 
visited the college and submitted a report to the state 
board of examiners. In a letter dated December 1, 1941, the 
examiner had this to say about his findings in relation to 
the curriculum!

... The college examiner desires to express his 
thorough coHBoendatlon for the very effective vocational 
and terminal offerings of Lamar College • « . * The

162 jjewa xtejji the Beaumont Enterprise. August 24,
1941.
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college makes a definite attempt to meet the needs of 
industry with well trained young people who are effec
tive in semi-akilled and skilled vocations*  While 
Lamar College has by no means quit the task of pre
paring students for higher aoademlo work. It is very 
definitely and quite effectively attempting to meet 
the needs of the great majority of junior college stu- ■_ 
dents who are not destined to enter senior colleges#

163 Be Ce Dodd, "Beport to State Board of Examiners,” 
December 1, 1941#

Loo# olt.

In addition to the civilian pilot training program, 
Lamar College is training approximately 400 youths in 
national defense emergency vocational training * • '« * 
During this emergency Lamar College is running two 
distinct Institutions, one of which offers college 
training, while the other is primarily concerned with 
a quick imparting of skills so badly needed in defense industries #1^

In his conclusions, the examiner again express his 
approbation of the vocational program, and recommended its 
continuation, with increased emphasis on guidance for indi
vidual students# Furthermore, he stated, "With much enthu
siasm, the college examiner recommends that Lamar College 
be retained on the list as a first class junior college#’’^64

During the year the board of trustees was primarily 
concerned with the building program# By December, the last 
major contract had been let, and by the end of the spring
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sufflolent buildings had been eompleted for the college to 
be moved to its new quarters#^6®

Anticipating an entirely new physical plant by the 
beginning of the fall semester of 1942, the board of true- 
tees believed that there would be a considerable increase 
in enrollment*  This, of course, meant that additional 
teachers.would be needed# Also, It was decided that cer
tain administrative and organizational changes would make 

t it possible fox*  the policies and principles of the board to 
be carried out more effectively# Accordingly, on June 1, 
1942, the position of director of the college was abolished 
and John s# Gray was elected president# Simultaneously, 
other administrative changes were announced# F# S# Braden 
was named dean of guidance) 0# B# Archer was promoted to 
dean of the night school, in addition to his other duties 
as director of the division of science and co-ordinator of 
the ..civilian pilot training program) R# M# Kodgklss was 
named dean of menj and D# I?# Boltnott, who had served as 
dean of the college for eighteen years, was relieved of that 
position and was designated as director of the liberal arts 
division#^66

Hews item in the Beaumont Enterprise# June 1, 
1942 • 

^0<$* oit#
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Unaer the new arrangement, the president was made 

the chief executive and administrator, directly responsible 
to the board of trustees*  The dean of guidance and the 
dean of the night school worked directly under and were 
responsible to the president. Under the two deans were 
four divisions, each with a director.^6? President Gray 

made the following statement in relation to the new organ!*  

sationt
The organisation of the college into the four major 

divisions will make it possible to serve the needs of 
. the boys and girls of the area for higher education in 
the fields of pre-professlonal training, practical 
business, vocational and technical training, and the 
first two years of science and engineering. The broad 
program affords the youth of the area a variety of. 
training unsurpassed by any junior college In the 
United States.*®"

During the first week of June, 1942, college faclll*  

ties were transferred from the South Park School site to the 
new location. Thus, when auraraer school classes began on 
June 8, 1942, they were held on the new campus. All of the 
buildings were not complete| however, sufficient classrooms 
were available for the classes that were scheduledA6®

167 alt-

^0°• oit.
169w Rews item in the Beaumont Enterprise, June 4,

1942.
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Except for a few details, all of the new buildings 

were ready when the fall semester of 1942 began*  The new 
plant was constructed on a sixty-acre site and Included 
five modern brick structures, which were named the admini
stration building, library, science building, union-gymna- 
situn, and vocations building*  These were in addition to 
the athletic field house, practice fields, garage, work 
shop, and store rooms. ' The college catalogue for 1942-43 
stated that each building was furnished with new equipment 
of the most modern type obtainable, and it was estimated • 
that the entire new plant, together with all equipment# was 
valued at more than |1,000,000

The War Years
It was believed that effects of the war would 

seriously affect student enrollment in the fall of 1942, 
for it was anticipated that many students and ecaae teachers 
would enter the armed forces either before the college year 
began or shortly thereafter. This, however, did not prevent 
President Cray from optimistically predicting an enrollment 
of 800 students. This would have been an increase of 

171 thirty-seven over the enrollment of the previous year.

^■7^ Xamar College, Catalogue, 1942-43, p. 16.
171 yewa item In the Peatmiont Journal, September 6,

1943.
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Actually^ the president*8  predlotlon was too high for only 
748 students registered during the 1942*43  year*̂*̂

On January 8, 1943, the president said that the out
look for the spring enrollment was not bright, since over 
half of the young men at the college were of draft age*  He 
stated that the total enrollment had already dropped off 
100 since the beginning of the fall semester) however, he 

. emphasised that conditions at Lamar College were not unlike 
those- In similar institutions over the natlon#^7^ Enroll

ment continued to decrease until by the end of the spring 
semester, 1943, there were only 329 full-time students,

' In a combined dedicatory and graduation program held
on May 31, 1943, J*  M» Combs, president of the board of 
trustees, dedicated the new buildings and ^ve the commence
ment address*  The speaker said he was dedicating the new 
11,000,000 plant to the “youths of tomorrow who will per
petuate the democratic principles for which our boys are now

X74 giving their lives**

172 Enrollment Report Analysis# (Registrar’s Office# 
Lamar College, 1943)*

Hews item in the Beaumont Enterprise. June 1, 
1943. -
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Sixty-eight ctudents were scheduled to graduate; however, 
a number of them were given their diplomas in absentia, 
ainoe they were already in the armed forces*

At the beginning of the summer term in 1943, a new 
*tri-6eme3terH plan was launched at the college. The school 
year was divided Into three semester, one coming during the 
susuner and the other two during what is normally the long 
session. The new system was planned to meet war time 
demands by speeding up the training of youths fehen 
registration was complete, a total of 230 students had 
enrolled. This was the largest summer enrollment In the 
history of the institution. Commenting on the summer school 
program. President Gray sal$t

# • * An unusual factor about- the enrollment was 
that 1*  was predominated by boys. Kost of them are 
seventeen years of age or a little younger and want 
to get in as much college work as possible before 
entering military service. Some of the girls are 
waiting until September, but apparently the boys are entering while they may.176 ,

Prior to the beginning of the fall semester in 1943, 
the war time philosophy of the college was summarized In an 
article in the Beaumont Enterprise. Quoted in part, it 
statedi

175 3, 1943.
176 Ibid.. June 8, 1943.
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Frills of education have been relegated to another 

day# and streamlining for war time efflclenoy and speed 
have stepped In at Lamar College*  . • •

Realistically the administrative staff of Lamar has 
faced the order of the day—that all youth now Is 
Involved In Its greatest assignment—that of preservings '■ ' 
freedom and the democratic way of life for posterity• 
The speed-up of the college has been planned to fit 
Into this scheme and the college will put its shoulder 
to the wheel in preparing youth for this conflict, and 
for life in the days of peace that seem not too far in * the future*177

The war years were difficult ones at Lamar*  81th 
fewer students, all of the teachers and administrators were 
not needed*  This problem was solved with comparative ease, 
for as enrollment deer*eased,  teachers and administrators 
simultaneously resigned to enter other fields of employment - 
or military service*  By the end of the summer of 1944, the - 
president, John 2*  Gray, was on active duty with the navy) 
F*  S*  Braden, dean of guidance, was serving with the navy) 
R*  Me Hodgklss, dean of men, director of athletics, and 
director of physical education, was In the navy) H. F*  Baugh, 
head of the department of English was in the army) Ralph 
Huitt, assistant professor of social science was on duty 
with the navy) and N*  H*  Kelton, assistant professor of 
chemistry,.was serving in the navy*  The board of trustees

2,7'y Ibid*,  September 11, 1943,
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granted military leave to all of these teachers and 
administrators^'78 . .

178 Ibid.. September 2, 1944.
^7® Minutes of the Xamar College Board of Trustees, 

Vol. 5, Julyr 18719437 P* 228.

On July 10# 1944, 0*  B# Archer was ohoeen to serve * 
as acting president during the absence of John Ee Gray. 
At the same time, J. B. Norton was designated as acting 
dean while F. S. Braden was on leave0. B. Archer had 
been associated,with the college since its inception and 
was director of the science division and co-ordlnator of 
the civilian pilot training program at the time of his elec
tion as acting president. J. B. Norton had been a professor 
of chemistry.

At the general election in November# 1944, J. M. 
Combs, president of.the board of trustees for Lamo*  College 
was elected as representative to the Congress of the United 
States from the Second Congressional District. This made 
it necessary for him to submit his resignation as a member 
of the board of trustees. The letter that he wrote to the 
board is quoted belowt
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Board of Trustees
Lwaai*  Union Junior College District 
Beaumont, Texas

Minutes of the Lamar College Board of Trustees*Vol* 4, DeoemoerSi, 1944, p* 20*

Gentlemeni
I hereby tender my resignation as s member of the 

Lamar College board of Trustees• As you know, my 
duties in Washington will make It Impossible for me to 
render any real service as a member of the board*

It has been a privilege and a pleasure to work with 
you in the development of Lamar College*  I need not 
tell you how large a plaoe Lamar College occupies in my 
civic interests nor express toy regret at not being able 
to share with you in its future development*  Bowever, 
its place of service has been found; the foundation of 
its future growth securely laid*  It remains only to 
build, to pioneer, to grow in service to our youth and 
to our country*  Fortunately, we have developed a 
leadership in the school itself, executive and faculty, 
which with your help will wisely guide its future 
growth*  I know, too, you will plan in the future as we 
have in the past to so conduct the school that no ambi
tious youth willing to work his way, or her way, through 
Lamar shall ever be turned away because-of lack of funds*

With personal regards and best wishes to each bf you, 
I am.

Sincerely yours,
(Signed) J*  M*  Combs
J*  K. Combs180

The resignation was accepted with regret, for the' 
other members of the board knew how valuable J*  M*  Combs• 
services had been to the college during the past years*  

This will be emphasised in a subsequent chapter when addi
tional information will be given concerning him.
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Acting President 0*  B. Archer, Acting Dean B*  

Norton, and the faculty worked hard and faithfully during 
the war years to operate the college In such a Banner that 
the greatest possible contribution could be aade to the war 
effort*  At .the same tine an attempt was made to obtain full 
utilisation from resources at hand*  At times, faculty mem
bers were asked to teach extra classes or to teach In sub
ject matter areas, other than their major fields*  This was 
unavoidable 'because It was practically impossible to hire 
qualified college teachers*  By the end of the 1944-45 year, 
both administrators and.teachers were looking forward with 
anticipation to the time when they might expect some degree 
of relief or a Return to normalcy*

i 
Training for Peace "

Soon after the war ended In the summer of 1946, plena 
were made to shift the emphasis from training for war to 
training for peace*  The war training program that had been 
operated by the college was discontinued, and plans were 
made for an organised program of tx*ainlng  to fit men and 
women for jobs In local peace time Industries*

Members of the faculty and staff who had been on 
military leave began to return to their positions during 
the fall of 1945) all of them had either resumed their 
duties or had submitted resignations by June, 1946*  %hen
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President Grey arrived at his office in November, 1946, after 
being released from active duty with the navy, he found the 
faculty and staff confronted with a number of problems that 
almost defied solution. As was true at nearly all other col*  

leges and universities, veterans by the hundreds sought 
admission to classes at lamar, With a faculty too small to 
teach the students and with a curriculum ttxat had not been 
particularly planned for veterans, the president, the faculty, 
and the board of trustees attempted to make such adjustments 
as were made necessary by these clianged conditions• 

Several significant administrative changes were made 
before the beginning of the fall semester, 1946*  As a 
beginning, John E# Gray returned from military service in 
November, 1945, and replaced 0. B, Archer who had been 
serving as acting president, 0*  B« Archer then became dean 
of the evening school, director of the division of arts and 
science, and co-ordinator of veterans*  education. When 
F. S. Braden was released from active duty with the navy in 
the spring of 1946, he replaced J. B« Norton who had been 
acting as dean of the college. Shortly thereafter, F. 3. 
Braden resigned to enter private business, and 0. B. Archer 
was chosen to replace him. Other administrative changes or 
additions were as follows! (1) Norris E. Kelton, returned 
from active duty with the navy, was named dean of student
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life, director of the science division, and head of the 
department of chemistry) (2) David Engman, a formsr Lamar 
College graduate and a navy veteran, was selected as dean 
of men and head basketball coach) (3) M. L» McLaughlin, a 
former high school principal and an army veteran, was named 
co*ordinator  of vetewns*  education; (4) *• Eolloway, a 
former public school superintendent, became director of the 
veterans*  advisement center; (8) Mrs*  Bess Seal Gentry was 
employed as dean of women and director of health and physi
cal educatlon*for  womenand (6) M. L*  Cariker; a former 
public school administrator, was named director of the 
evening or extended day program.162 v

In the summer of 194d. President Gray estimated 
that 1100 students would enroll the following fall*  Of that 
number, he thought about 700 would be veterans. As a con*

'V
sequence, twenty-five new teachers were employed, making a 
total of fifty faculty members.Is®

Soon after registration began that fall it was 
realised that there would be more students than could be 
adequately accommodated. After 1100 students had enrolled

^■61 yews item In the Feaumont Enterprise. August 18, 
1946.

182 Ibid.. September 11, 1946.
183 Ibid.. September 1, 1946.
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reglatratlon was suspended until other arrangements could 
be made*  The result was that additional teachers were 
hired, and the class schedule.was revised*  A news item in 
the Peaumont Enterprise stated that arrangements had been 
made to care for 200 additional students in the day program 
and 400 in an "extended-day*  program*  The extended day 
classes were scheduled to meet from 4i30 until 9s30 p*  m., 
four days per week* 16* By the time registration was com*  

• 18fi plated over 1500 students had been enrolled*
With such a large enrollment, physical facilities 

were taxed to the limit*  Many classrooms were utilised 
every period during the day and until 9t50 p*  m*  with no 
money available for erecting new buildings, college officials 
sought relief from other sources*  Consequently, an appli
cation was made to an agency ,of ths federal government for 
some surplus buildings*  On December 5, 1946, It was 
announced that three surplus buildings had been granted to 
the college for use In meeting the overflow enrollment*  The 
facilities granted Included an auditorium, a cafeteria, and

Kews item in the Beaumont Journal*  September 23, 
1946*

Enrollment Report Analysis* (Registrar1s Office, lamer Colleg'eVlWr -- --------- ----
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two small cla&srooB buildings, with an eatlea ted value of 
125,000*  The federal government agreed to pay for dis

mantling and reereotlng the buildings on the college site. 
It was anticipated that all of then would be ready for 
occupancy by the fall of 1947e^86

During the late spring of 1947, legislation that 
would have changed L&mar College to a degree-granting Insti
tution was enacted• However, the state comptroller did not 
certify that sufficient state funds were available for the 
11,000,000 appropriation that was provided in the bill.
Even though the bill was passed by both senate and the house 
of representatives of the state Of Texas and was signed by 
the governor. It died because of the laclc of funds. A 
detailed analysis of the movement to make Laxaar a four-year 
college and the legislative fight that followed will ba 
given in the following chapter.

The annual catalogue for 1947-43 revealed no major 
changes in the ourrlaulum, except that many new courses were 
organised and Increased emphasis was given to the evening 
school. As was previously mentioned, H. L. Carlker was 
employed as supervisor of evening classes for college credit.

Hews Item in the Eeaumont Enterprise*  December 5. 
1946. .
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Later# Joe B« Thrash beoame supervisor of evening olaaaes 
In the vocational division*  These two men devoted their 
full time to planning and publicising the evening programs 
A special supplement to the annual catalogue was issued in 
the auxaner of*  1947*  Thia publication# containing detailed 
evening school announcements and information# was given 
wide distribution in the Sabine Area*  A quotation from 
that supplement aptly describee the sincere desire of offi*  . 
ciala of the college to meet the needs of the community and 
areai

- Lamar College desires to meet the educational needs 
, of the Sabine Area at all times*  In keeping with that 
policy the evening school of the college operates a 
very flexible program of classes that is designed 
especially for those who are regularly employed and 
cannot attend classes during the day*  To those desiring 
to continue their general education or extend their 
trade knowledge or skills# and remain in full-time 
employment the Lamar College Evening School offers an 
opportunity that is both convenient and low in cost*

To meet the needs of the people in the area, Lamar 
College is prepared to: (1> operate classes for any 
group of twelve or more# (2) operate classes in all 
subjects that are desired and for which competent - 
instructors are obtainable# (3) operate such classes 
at any time# day or night# and at any location that is 
convenient to the group# and finally (4) offer such .R, courses at the lowest possible cost to the individual,10

At the end of the regular registration period in 
1947# 1510 full-time day students had enrolled. That total

187 xajnay College, Supplement to the Twenty-Fifth 
Annual Catalogue, 1947-1943, p*  0*
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did not include part-timo students taking academlo or 
vocational courses# On the basis of estimates sade during 
the sutomer, eleven new faculty members were employed» 
making a total of slxty»seven regular teachers

Jefferson Junior College
„ On Fetu*uary  12# 1948# the board of trustees

. authorised John E# Cray# president# to make a sux*vey  to 
determine whether there was a need for a Begro branch of 
the junior collegeThe president immediately enlisted 
the cooperation and help of the principals of the high 
schools and other Negro leaders in Beaun»nt# Also, he 
obtained assurances tro® school officials of the South Park 
Independent School District and of the Beaumont Independent 
School District that facilities at the high schools would

i be made available for junior college classes# if other 
arrangements could not be made# In early March# all Negro 
residents of Beaumont were Invited to attend a mass meeting 
in the Charlton-Pollard High School to discuss the •possi
bilities and opportunities of organising a Negro branch of

189 •Registrars Report*  (Lamar State College of 
Technology# 1953)#

News item in the Beaumont Enterprise, February 13# 
1948#
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Lam&r Collegoe”^90 At that meeting, John E« Cray outlined 

some of the tentative plane that had been formulated# and 
citizens vere given an opportunity to ask questions or make 
suggestions. On April 2# It was definitely announced that 
the Negro school would open at the beginning of the fall of 
1548.190 191 192 '

190 Xhid,# March 16, 1948

Mews item in the Feaumont Journal, April 2# 1948
192 Mews Item In The Informer (Negro weekly news

paper, published at Beaumont# Texas)# October 1# 1948,

As planned# classes began In the Negro college# 
later named Jefferson Junior College, in the fall of 1943, 
The curriculum was divided Into two divisions# the pre*  er /
professional and the vocations. Separate administrative 
heads# or supervisors# were selected for each of the divi
sions.^9^ That arrangement was continued until 1951# when 

Lamar College became Lamar State College of Technology, At 
that time# arrangements were cade for the facilities of 
Jefferson Junior college to be transferred to Texas Southern 
University. The university continued to operate the school 
as an extension center.

An Expanding College 
In the spring of 1948# United States Representative 

J. K, Combs# past president of the Lamar College L'oard of
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Trustees delivered the silver anniversary coissenoemsnt 
address to the largest graduating class in the history cf 
the college*  Of the 435 students in the class, approxi
mately 250 were veterans of World War II

The 1048-49 college year was of prlne inportanoe in 
the history of the institution, for it was in the spring of 
1949 that final legislative approval was obtained for 
changing Lamar College Into a four-year school*  Details ; 
concerning that development are presented subsequently) 
however,.it should be noted here that from the spring of 
1949 until the fall of 1951, trustees, teachers, and admin
istrators were busily engaged in making plans for the 
transition*

Smolleent at the college Increased almost continu
ously from 1941.until 1951, when it became a senior college*  
The following table shows the enrollment trendII®4

-*e*<*w***we*e***e*weeB*ewi

193 gew8 item in the Feaumont Journal*  June 2, 
1948,

. ^-94 Riypiiment Report Analysis*  op* oit** 1953*
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TAELE III

EKROLtKElZTS A5D GRADUATES OF LAXAR COLLEGE 
1941-1951

Year
Number of 

Individual Students
Number of 
Graduates

1940-1941 686 98
1941-1942 763 96
1942-1945 749 76
1943-1944 563 46
1944-1945 604 24
1945-1946 1,425 61
1946-1947 2,038 246
1947-1948 1,828 442
1948-1949 2,213 372
1949-1950 3,763 266 *
1950-1951 4,050 . 176

An analysis of the above table seems to reveal a 
diaorepsncy between the number of individual students and 
the number of graduates during the last four years of the 
report*  The figures as shown are correct; however, ' 
beginning in the fall of 1947, many adults registered for 
vocational or college preparatory courses on a part-tine 
basis*  These students were counted in the total number of 
Individuals registered, but few of them completed sufficient 
work to obtain a diploma*  The table shows that in the 
1950-51 college year, 4,050 individual students enrolled*  

Of that number, 1,975 were full-time college students*  

When the remaining 2,075 part-time students were converted 
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to full-time equivalents for a report that was sent to the 
Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools# 
there were only 378» Thus, the total enrollment based on 
full-time equivalents for that year was 2,370e^95 Also, in 

1931, many students who had completed sufficient work to 
graduate from the junior college chose not to do so, for 
they planned to remain at Lamar State College of Technology 
for a bachelor’s degree#

This chapter has been ocncemed with the junior ' 
college phase of the development of Lamar State College of 
Technology*  The background for the initial creation of a 
junior college was presented by giving a brief resume of. the 
historical and geographical factors that may have influenced , 
early leaders to consider establishing an institution of 
higher learning In the Eeaumont area*  Then, the junior 
college movement in the United States and in Texas was

i reviewed, in so far as it may have affected the local situa
tion. Finally, a chronological history of the college from 
1923 until 1951 was given*  These acccunta have pointed, the 
way to the following chapter which will begin with the back
ground and justification for the creation of a senior college*

3*95  Annual Report to the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Secondary 5chooTsT" {0rf 1 ce of tlie" L-'ean, "Lamar 
ifetate College of Teahnology, 1950-1931)*



CHAPTER III

LAMAR STATE COLLEGE OP TECEBOLOGY

When legislation was enacted In 1649 making 
possible the creation of Lamar State College of Technology# 
this was the climax of a movement that had begun several 
years earlier to change Lamar College into a four-yesr state 
supported institution# In this chapter# that develoisnent 
will be traced# with particular attention being given to 
the legislative process# Then# in the history of the college 
from 1951 until 1954, information pertaining to the admin*  

istrative organisation# the faculty# the curriculum# the 
physical facilities# and finances will be given.

I*  THE MOVSMEBT FOR ESTABLISH ING A 
DEGREE-GRANTING INSTITUTION

Early Proposals
The first planned or directed movement toward 

creating a four-year state supported college in Beaumont 
was begun in the fall of 1946# Prior to that time# the 
matter had been the subject of discussion and speculation# 
but nothing definite had been accomplished# The first 
official reference to the development waa a notation In the 
minutes of a special meeting of the board of trustees of
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Iabmup College on Deoeciber 7# 1946» The minutes reflect 
that the board, mot for the purpose of making plana f«? a 
request to the legislature for the eatabllehment of a four*  

year college, with Lamar College as the nucleus for the 
four*year  institution. At the meeting, it was decided that 
Information concerning the proposal should be released to 
the newspapers juat as soon as possible

Shat afternoon, R. F» Packwood, an eaployee of the 
Beaumont Enterprise*  was called to the office of J*  B*  

Forrls, attorney for the college, and was given a prepared 
statement concerning the proposed expansion.

The following day, Sunday, December 8, 1946, head*  

lines in the Beaumont Enterprise informed the people of 
southeast Texas of the proposal. The newspaper account 
stated that in January of 1947# the legislature of the

« state of Texas would be asked to expand Lamar College into 
a four*year  institution*  L. Love, president of the Lanar 
College Board of Trustees, was quoted as sayingi .

There is no state*eupported,  four*year  college in 
southeast Texas, at present, although area residents 
pay taxes to support four*year  colleges and univer*  
sities In other sections of Texas. This Is the 
largest population center in the state without such 
a school.

Minutes of the Lamar College Foard of Trustees*  Vol. 5, DecSE^r^T^L^SaTTTgl
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Support of the area*a  legial&tlve leaders already 

had been gained, with Lt, Cov.-alect Allan fhlvera. 
State Son.-elect 9« R, Cousins, Jr., and State Reps.*  
elect Jack Brooks, Otis Lee, and Miller Walker pledging 
their full cooperation. These men are contacting 
legislators in the surrounding area to gain their 
assistance izi the rover.ent. In addition, a southeast 
Texas oitlsens committee, of outstanding civic and 

. educational leaders, is planned. It will act in an 
advisory capacity to the local college board.

J. B. Morris, Lamar attorney, is preparing a bill 
to be presented to the legislature at the opening of 
the session. It will provide for the establishstont 
and maintenance of a four-year college of the first 
class to be called Lamar College. Provision for the 
use of the present college plant, campus, buildings, 
and equipment by the state will be worked out with the legislature.2

In the same newspaper article, it was pointed out 
that approximately 500,000 people were living in the south*  

east Texas area served by Lamar, with about 217,000 of them 
residing within Jefferson County, and that it was probably 
only a question of a few years before one-half million 
people would reside within the area.^

L*  K. Wall, a member of the board of trustees, said 
that there were three ways in which a four-year college 
could be obtained. One was through local philanthropy J a 
second was by charging sufficient tuition and fees in the

Rews item in the Beaumont Enterprise, December 8, 
1946.

® Loe, cit*
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upper division to meet the total ooet of inatruotlon and 
operation; and the third waa to change Lamar into a state*  

supported school, Ee emphasized that since tax money, 
collected for junior college purposes could not be used to 
support a senior college, the soundest and most feasible 
way to provide a four*year  college was to make Lamar a state 

, supported institution**

* Cite

5 Otho Plummer waa the person who suggested the name 
of Lamar1College, and ho is at present, 1955, a member of the 
Board of Regents for Lamar State College of Teohnclogy.

® Reaumont Enterprise, loc• sit.

Otho Plummer,® another member of the board of 

trustees, made the following statement pertaining to the 
proposal; • * ’

Senior colleges and universities of Texas are 
literally swamped with students. Many of our La^r 

, graduates will not be able to gain admittance to .. 
senior colleges and universities next year because 
of crowded conditions, and according to the post 
reliable estimate of the United States Office of 
Education, the peak of the college enrollment will 
not be reached until 1951. Thia means that addl*  
tlonal higher education facilities must be provided 
somewhere or many veterans and high school graduates 
will not be able to attend college, ^e feel that the 
state should provide some of these higher education 
facilities right here in this densely populated Indus*  
trial region

Legislative Action in 1947
Early In the legislative session, a bill to make 

Lamar a state-supported senior college was introduced in the
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Texas Houae of Repreeontativea by Representative Jack Erocks, 
a former Lamar College student and at present (1955) a member 
of the United States Rouse of Representatives• The bill 
passed a first reading on February 3, 1947, and was then sent 
to the appropriations committee* 7

Early in February, a small delegation of educational 
and civic leaders from southeast Texas went to Austin in an 
attempt to gain legislative support for tl.e proposed measure*  

These people conferred with Lieutenant Governor Allan Shivers, 
r *■- who expressed a desire to do everything within his po»er to 

amake Lamar College a four*year  school*  Many members of the 
Senate and House of Representatives gave similar assurances 

..of their support*
Senator W*  R*  Cousins, Jr., said that he believed 

the chances of the college being taken over by the state 
hinged primarily on the plan to emphasise training in the 
field of petroleum engineering and other subjects related to 
the potrole tan industry*  He reported that some opposition was 
developing, since there were fourteen other junior colleges 
in the state whose sponsors would also like to have their 
local institutions converted into four«year state-supported
....................... , . ।

7 Ibid  February 4, 1947** *
8 Xbld  February 5, 1947** *
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schools• Ee estimated that there was about an even ^ance 
that the bill would pass in both houses of the legislature*̂  

Approximately 125 Industrial, business, profea*
sIona 1, educational, and technical leaders from thx*ou^hout  

southeast Texas met at Lamar College on February 15, 1947, 
to consider ways Ln which they could assist in getting the 
expansion bill approved by the legislature*  They decided 
to invite the members of the Legislature to the Sabine Area 
to view the industrial development of the section and see 
for themselves the possible need for a four-year techno*  
logical school*̂

On March 16, 1947, about 112 visitors from the state 
capital. Including sixty members of the House of Represents*

i f

tlves, visited southeast Texas*  These'men were taken on a
F 

. j

tour of the principal industrial plants of Jefferson and 
Orange counties *̂  Tentative arrangement a were then made 

for members of the Senate to sake a similar visit during 
the latter part of the monthj however, because of the criti*

1 cal Illness of the wife of one of the senators, the trip was 
not made*̂

9 Loo  cit* *
10 Ibid.  February 16, 1947* *
11 Ibid  March 16, 1947** *
12 Ibid  March 27, 1947.**



132
The bill to permit the expenelon of the college waa 

given a favorable report by the appropriations consmlttee of 
the House of Representatives and was then sent back to the 
entire'house for consideration*  There, on April 22, It was 
approved by a vote of 113 to eighteen and was referred to 
the Senate*̂

In the Senate, the measure met with greater obsta
cles. One provision in the proposal was a request for 

* r 

$1,500,000 for the construction of new buildings*  The 
finance ocmaalttee of the Senate delayed action on the bill ‘ •**  «. 
until more was known concerning the outcome of new tax pro*,  

posals*  Finally, on June 4, the comlttee trlmed the i 
appropriation to $1,000,000 and reported it favorobly to 
the Senate*  There, itwas approved as reported*  The House 
of Representatives then agreed to the reduction and passed 
the proposal In its revised form*

In accordance with Texas laws it was necessax*y  for 
the comptroller to certify that sufficient revenue would be 
available for the appropriation*  The comptroller did not 
do this*  Consequently, the bill died even after it had been 
passed In both houses of the legislature*

13 Ibid** April 23, 1947*
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The president of the college, the board of trustees, 

and the legislators from southeast Texas expressed regret 
that sufficient money was not available to finance the 
appropriation) however# It was their opinion that the eet*  

back was not of a permanent nature# They Indicated that the 
endeavor to secure a four*year  state supported school would 
be continued at the next session of the Legislature in 1949#

Legislative Action in 1949
Early In the fall of 1948# plans were again drafted 

for carrying the expansion fight to the Legislature, which 
was. scheduled to meet in January# As a beginning the 
thirty»one senators were invited to the Sabine Area for an 
expense-paid duck hunt and visit# Fifteen of them, with 
Lieutenant Governor Allan Shivers acting as host, accepted 
the invitation# They spent two days hunting and looking 
over the area served by Lamar College# The Beaumont 
Enterprise reported that the senators were impressed by the 
physical properties at Larar and with its else and enroll*  
ment#^4 In relation to the visit# Senator W# R# Cousins# Jr# 

said that the entire group praised the Sabine Area and 
talked favorably of the lamar College project# Ee expressed

I4 Iblde# December 2# 1948#
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the opinion that all of the vleltlng senators# exoept 
possibly one# would support legislation necessary to estab
lish a state technological school in the area*  ,

Representative Jack Brooks of Jefferson County, 
Representative Ed Hughes of Newton and Jasper Counties, 
President John E*  Cray, and Lamar Attorney J*  B*  Korrls 
met on December 12, 1948, and formulated definite plans for 
Introducing the legislation the following month*  It waa 
decided that Representative Brooks would again be the author 
of the bills in the House of Representatives# while Represen
tatives Killer Walker arkl Otis Lee of Jefferson County# 

- • * IRepresentatives Paul Wilson of San Augustine# 1111 Daniel
' • iof Liberty# and Ed Hughes would be co-authors*  Senator

W*  R*  Cousins, Jr*#  of Jefferson County was scheduled to be j 
the author of the bills in the Senate*  ‘ .

In an editorial in the Peeumont Enterprise on
January 6# 1949# the following facts concerning the proposal 
were relatedi ...

One of the first bills to be thrown before the Texas 
Legislature will be that making Lamar College a four- 
year# state-supported technological college*

It was one of the last bills to go through the 
legislature two years ago when the comptroller under
estimated state revenue and thereby vetoed the college 
for the Sabine-Neches Area*
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This time our legislators*  with the help of 

Lieutenant Governor Allan Shivers*  are determined to 
get this bill through early enough to qualify before the funds run out.15

Three days later, this viewpoint was expressed in 
another editorial in the Beaumont Ehterpriset

There is probably no more profitable concentration 
of revenue•producing Industries in the state than this 
one. The refineries, the rubber plant, the chemical 
industries, the shipyards—the state reaps a direct 
and an indirect monetary benediction from the Industry 
of the people of this area.

The legislature is destined to vote a partial pay*  
off in the form of state support for a greater Lamar. 
The strategy has been perfected and refined since the 
area was euchered out of its college when the bill 
went through too late to qualify for the comptroller’s 
conservative estimate of state income.

There are hurdles yet to be cleared, but with every 
phase of industry and business standing to benefit from 
a technological college in the heart of a technological 
area, it is hard to feel that this right will be 
circumvented.16

All reports concur that the editorial quoted aptly 
expressed the opinion of most of the people in the Sabine 
Area. Residents in Port Arthur, Orange, Silsbee, Kountze, 
Liberty, and other nearby towns assured college leaders that 
the people of southeast Texas were almost unanimously in 
favor of the four*year  school.

15 E41torlal ln th« L®A«E29I1S. .^terprlse, January 6, 
1949.

2,6 Ibid.. January 9, 1949.
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The bills designed to convert Lajaar College Into a 

four-year state technological college were very similar to 
those Introduced in 1947 • One of them provided for an appro 
prlatlon by the state of $1,000,000 for constructing new 
buildings for the four-year program*  The other established 
the procedure by which the junior college district could 
release to the state existing college facilities*  The 
measures were written so that the second bill could not be 
enacted without the former having been previously passed*  

State Senator W« R*  Cousins, Jr*,  Introduced the 
proposed legislation in the Senate on January 20, 1949, and 
made this statement about iti

I feel much more optimistic about the bill this 
year than I did at the last session*  Although the 
Senate is extremely friendly toward the measure, 
other members who have junior colleges in their 
districts will be watching the bill's progress care- 
fully.17

The bill was referred to the Senate Finance 
Committee for further study, and a few days later a sub
committee of three members was named to hold public hearings 
on the measure*  The first public hearing was set for 
February 21, 1949*

*' 17 News item in the Beaumont Enterprise*  January 13, 
1949*
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In the House of Kepreeentativee, the first of the 

expansion bills was introduoed by Jack Brooks on February 
3, 1949*  and was then sent to the Appropriations Comlttee*  

A public hearing before that coKsnlttee was aoheduled for 
February 28•19

13 Ibid.. February 10, 1949.

Prior to the public hearing before the Senate sub*  

committee. Senators Searcy Bracewell and Keith Kelley, two 
of the three 8ub~aoBnr.ittee sembers, went to Beaumont to 
inspect Lamar College facilities. Both Senators Bracewell 
and Kelley expressed the belief that there was a need for 
the type of college sought# but neither would make a defi
nite aomnltroent to support the expansion program. When the 
bill was before the Legislature in 1947# both Senator 
Bracewell# who was serving in the House of Representatives# 
and Senator Kelley voted against it.

When the sub-committee of the Senate held the publio 
hearing on February 21# 1949# Herman Ilea# president of the 
Lamar College Board of Trustees, sent an impressive and 
representative gx*oup  of witnesses before the comlttee to 
assure the senators of ths unified support being given the 
expansion program by the people of east Texas. Testimony 
by John E. Cray# president of the college, seemed to turn 13
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the tide toward & core favorable oonaideration by the 
co emittee. He outlined for the coomlttee the future plane 
for affording training for junior college students who would 
like to complete advanced work and obtain degrees, such as 
chemiaal engineering, sieohanloal engineering, electrical 
engineering, and bachelor of aolenoe with majors in chem
istry er industrial chemistry. Gray then reminded the 
oommittee that the Lamar bill should have aome preference 
beoauae it was passed In 1947, but became a "ghost bill® 
through an error in estimated income« He concluded his 
formal statement by saying, *We  think there la merit, 
justice, and equity in our case.*? ’9

Senator Bracewell asked Preaident Cray whether 
plans were being made to limit the curriculum of the expanded 
college to technical subjects or would some liberal arts 
courses be offered*  Gray replied that it would be neceseary 
to offer some liberal arts courses because all students need 
some of those, such as English, government, and history. He 
said that a fairly wide program should be offered in the first 
two years, but that the curriculum could be narrowed down in 
the junior and senior years. In answer to further questions. 
Gray said that the school did not plan to offer liberal arts

19 Ibid.. January 22, 1949.



139
degrees, end that he would be willing to lieilt junior and 
aenlor oouraes to technical aubjecta. At one point a 
humorous incident was interjected into the prooeedlnge when 
Senator Bracewell asked if the Beaumont area did not have 
some millionaires who would endow the school*  Senator 
Cousins countered with, "When they beocise millionaires they 
move to Houston*"® 0

i 
Available to this sub-committee and to all of the 

members of the Senate and the House of Representatives waa 
a brochure or brief that had been prepared by officials of 
the college*  This brief was designed to help establish 
the reasons why southeast Texas desired and needed a four- 
year state college of technology*  It explained that 
although the primary purpose of LaBar College was to give 
educational service to the people when and where that service 
waa needed# the school was prohibited from doing so by laws 
and statutes which restricted the institution to a junior 
college level*  The brochure pointed out that the capacity 
of the junior college to provide educational opportunities 
needed by both the people and the industries had been far 
outstripped because of the gigantic strides that had been 
made in the development of industries in the area*®^*

Kews item in the Peaumont Journal*  January 22, 
1949*

21 La rar College (a brochure printed in January, 1949)*
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In the brochure It wag revealed that the Sabine 

Area, even if restricted to Jefferson and Orange Counties, 
was the fifth so st densely populated area in the state of 
Texas, outranked only by Houston, Dallas, Fort Worth, and 
San Antonio• To enphaslxe that this was the only area of 
its size not served by a four-year college, two tables ware 
compiled• The first table showed the number of high school 
saholastlea in the Sabine Area and was Intended to substan
tiate the olale that there were sufficient students In this 
area alone to support a four-year college• Table IV in 
this study depicts that Information*

. , TABL2 IV
THS EVMBER OF HIGH SCHOOL SCHOLASTICS IS THK 

. SABIS3 AREA IN JANUARY, 1949

County Total Enrolled Seniors

Angelina 1,088 283
Chambers S32 74
Bardin 812 169
Jasper 720 140
Jefferson 6,189 1,406
Liberty 926 209
Newton 563 68
Orange 1,325 282
Sabine 492 64
San Augustine 355 85
Tyler 670 120

TOTAL 13,274
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A study of Table IV Indloatea that of the 15,274 

acholaatloa enrolled In the eleven counties Hated, 7,514 
or approximately 56 per cent were from Jefferson and Orange 
Counties•

The second table that was included In the brochure 
revealed the population of southeast Texas counties, based 
on the United States Census of 1940*  That Information is 
shown in Table V of this study«

TAELE V 
POPULATION OP SOUTHEAST TEXAS COUNTIES 

• BASED 0J4 U. S*  CSZSUS OF 1940 ‘

Angelina County «•«•••••••«••••«
Chambers County
Hardin County ••••••
Jasper County
Jefferson County#
Liberty County ...............
Kewton County •••••••«••••••••••
Orange County ••«•«»••*«•*••••«•
Sabine County •••••««•.
San Augustine County «e#e«**ee.e  
Tyler County

32,201 
7,511 
15,875 
17,481 

191,942 
24, Ml 
13,700 
17,382 
10,895 
12,471 
21,948

Tota1 •••••••*••••  ‘ 'i55,948

* Special United States Census of 1943

Table IV and Table V portrayed acouretely end graph! 
©ally information that the legislators needed in their study 
of the proposed legislation to create a state-supported 
collegee



142
In the brochure it was explained that of the 2,213 

studants enrolled at Lamar College in January, 1949, 1,381 
or 62 per oent of the® were enrolled In pre-engineering, 
technical, and scientific courses*  Thia was given as evi
dence that there was a definite interest in and need for 
upper levels of this type of training In the area.22

22 Loo, clt.

25 Loo. clt.

It was pointed out that In the Beaumont area there 
were twelve major industrial plants of the most highly 
technical type in America, and that in these plants over 
50 per cent of the engineers and scientists were trained 
in colleges and universities outside of Texas.* 25 That la 

revealed In Table VI.

• TAELS VI
SURVEY OF TSLB TECEHICALLY TRAILED PER30KHEL IH TEE 

MAJOR IKDnSTRlAL PLANTS OF THE SABINS AREA 
IH JAHUARY, 1949

Per Cent
Classification Trained Outside of Texas

Chemical Saglneers 44
Chemists 51
Petroleum Engineers 75
Mechanical Engineers 39
Electrical iaiglneers 29
All Other® 44

o This group Includes engineers or technically , 
trained personnel not included above.
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Included in the brief that wa» made available to 

the leglslatore were copies of letters from Reches Butane 
products Company and Gulf States Utilities Company. These 
letters had been written in relation to the expansion pro
gram. The one from Reches Butane Products Company Is 
reproduced belowi

SBCHSS EUTAKE PRODUCTS COMPANY
Box 1335 

PORT RECHES, TEXAS 
January 26, 1949

Mr. Dow Wynn, 
Beaumont Chamber of Commerce, '
Industrial Department, Beaumont, Texas. r
Dear Slri

We are very much Interested In the efforts now 
being put forth by Lamar College to obtain assistance ’ 
through our State Legislature in expanding to a four- 
year technological college basis• It is felt that 
this area, which is a major part of the rapidly expand
ing petroleum and chemical development of the entire 
United States, should present an opportunity through 
Lamar College to the youth of this section to obtain 
locally thia technical training which they are particu- 1 
larly fitted by environment and inclination to enter, 
and in which their job opportunities will lie upon the 
completion of their training.

This industry, as well as every other industry in t
this area, has a constant and continuing nsed for the ।
technically trained personnel so essential for replace
ment and for future expansion. It seems obvious that 
our boys and girls, reared in homes where the problems 
of the chemical end petroleum Industry are ratters of
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dally dlacuaslon, and whose environment la such that 
they poeseee a first-hand knowledge of the numerous 
opportunities In these fields, would constitute the 
greatest potential student body for a technological 
Institute that might be available In any similar area 
In the country*

Nothing could contribute store to the growth and 
development of the Industries of the Gulf Coast area 
than a readily available source of supply of the trained 
personnel which our industries now need and will con
tinue to need in their future development; nor could 
any institution training personnel for entrance into 
industries be located in a section where their training 
efforts could be guided and assisted by such a large 
group of trained and experienced professional and 
technical sen qualified to act in an advisory capacity*

I feel sure that a proper consideration of these 
facts by cur State Legislature will lead to favorable 
action upon a request so well justified as that of 
Lamar College•

Yours very truly.

C. He McKennon, 
Manager - Industrial Relations

A part of the letter from Gulf States Utilities
Company la quoted as follows1

GULF STATES UTILITIES COMPAEY
Beaumont, Texas*  January 27, 1949

State Board of Eduoatlon 
Austin, Texas
Gentlemen*

Gulf States Utilities Company is vitally Interested 
In Lamar College of Beaumont, Texas becoming a four-yeap

84 Loo. olt.
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fully accredited Institution of higher learning. Our 
Interests spring from the fact that we think the 
Loulalana-Tex*s-OuIf  Coast area is fact becoming the 
chemical center of the world. Of course, it has long 
been one of the world's great oil refining areas. The 
net result of this activity in these two giant indus
tries is that technical graduates are in demand and we 
find our company in competition with the oil Industry 
and the chemical industry in obtaining the services of 
such people.

26 Loo♦ oit.

You will note from plans above outlined that we have 
great faith In the future of the Gulf Coaet area and in 
our Judgment the existing industries, plus the new 
industries that can be expected to move in the area, 
will have a very definite need for technical graduates. 
We, therefore, feel that Lamar College can broaden the 
fine service it is presently rendering to the area by 
offering a four-year course to the young people In this 
rapidly expanding section of our State end Nation. Any 
consideration you can give in the matter will be very 
much appreciated.

Yours very truly.

E. L. Robinson, Kanager Beaumont Division26
The letters quoted above are illustrative of the 

determination of college officials and business leaders to 
Justify the creation of a four-year state-supported college 
in Beaumont. It was known from the tlae the Legislature met 
in January, 1949, that much opposition would develop, and 
leaders of the expansion movement knew that an all-out effort 
would be required if the legislation was to be enacted.
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In the House of Representatives# the first public 

hearing on the Lamar College Bill was held as scheduled on 
February 28# 1949# before the Appropriations Committee,, 
Representative Jack B, Brooks Introduced eight Jefferson 
County men who spoke in favor of the bill, R, A, Kirk# 
chairman of the department of government at Tillotson - ' 

4 i * fir

College# was the only person who spoke against it, Kirk1* 
said that the proposal was unconstitutional end unjust to . 
the Negro youth of the state because it would restrict the 
college to white students. At the conclusion of the public 
hearing# the Appropriations Committee referred the measure 
to a sub-committee for further study. The members of the 
sub-eossslttee were Vernon KoDanlel of Slchlta Falls# Otis 

»■ • Lee of Port Arthur# Ed Hughes# Jr, of Sewton# Albert Jones 
of Valley Mills# and W. H, Rampy of Winters, As was 
previously mentioned# Lee and Hughes were co-authors of the 
bill,26

A few days later# a citisens*  corasittee and college 
officials Invited the members of the Appropriations Committee 
to Beaumont to inspect the facilities of the college. Eight 
members of the Appropriations Consult tee accepted the invita
tion and spent one day in Jefferson County looking over the 
college and visiting various industries in the area,27 

।

26 News item In the Peaumont Journal, March 1, 1949. 

Ibid,. March 12# 1949.
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After a favorable report by the special sub*  

committee, the Appropriations Committee of the House of 
Representatives voted the Lamar College bill out, and sent 
it to the floor of the House for further consideration*  

In making the sub-committee’s report. Representative Vernon 
F-CDaniel of Wichita Falls, saidi

"After inspection of the Lamar College facilities 
and the vast industrial area aurrounding Eeaumont, we 
are reporting favorably on this bill because we believe 
the merits of thia bill have but increased since it was passed by both Houses in the 50th Legislaturee*28

On March 28, 1949, the House of Representatives 
passed the Lamar College expansion measure by a vote of 104 
to thirty-five and sent the bill to the Senate*  The rules 
of the House had been suspended earlier, making the measure 
subject to final passage at that tire. The vote to suspend 
the rules had carried after two unsuccessful efforts, Sus*  
pension of the rules required a four-fifths majority,®®

In the Senate, there was quite a delay in getting 
any definite action on the matter. Finally, on May 4, the 
Finance Committee of the Senate recommended the approval of 
the measure by a vote of ten to five. Then on June 1, the

88 Ibid.. March 15, 1949,
29 Ibid,, March 29, 1949.
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bill waa passed by the Senate by a vote of sixteen to 
twelve• The next day State Comptroller Robert S. Calvert 
gave hie financial approval*  Certification by the comp
troller that funds were available to meet the €1,000>000 
appropriation was the final formality before the bill was 
eent to Governor Buford Jester for his approval or veto* 50

51 Ibid,* June 15, 1949*

II*  CREATIOH OP LAMAR STATE COLLEGE
OF TECRHOLOGY

Lamar State College of Technology ceroe into being 
at 5x15 p»m*  on June 14, 1949, when Governor Beauford 
Jester signed hie name to the Lamar College bill*  Actually, 
the law did not go into effect until ninety days, after 
July 6, the date the Legislature adjourned* 5^

The law Creatine: the College
The legislation creating Lamar State College of 

Technology io considered of sufficient importance that it 
Is quoted In its entirety In the following paragraphs. ,

30w Kews lt«3 in the Peaumont Enterprise, June 2, 
1949*  51
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IAXAB STATE COLLEGE OF TECKNOLOGY 

(Acts 1949*  Slat Legislature of Texas).

Artlole 2637a. Creation of college. There is hereby established in Texas*  in the city of Beaumont*  
Jefferson County*  a co»educational institution of higher 
learning for the white youth of this State which shall 
be known as Lamar State College of Technology, to be 
conducted, operated, end maintained under a Board of 
Regents*  as herein provided*

Article 2637b*j Organizetien, control end management* The organisation*  control and.' management 
of aucii College shall be vested in a Board of nine (9) 
Regents, who shall be appointed by the Governor of 
Texas and conflrmsd by the Senate*  The term of office 
of each Regent shall be six (6) years*  provided that 
in making the first appointment the Governor shall 
appoint three (3) members for six (6) years*  Any 
vacancy that oocura on the Board shall be filled for 

• the unexpired term by the Governor*  The members of 
said Board shall be removable by the Governor for 
inefficiency or inattention to the duties of office*  
Each member of the Board aliall take the constitutional 
oath of.office. The said Board of Regents shall meet 
for the first time after the passage of this Act at 
the time and place designated by the Governor*  or as 
soon after their appointment as possible*  They shall 
organise by electing a chairman of said Board of 
Regents and such other officers as they may desire*  
They shall select a president for the College as soon 
as possible after the organisation of said Board of 
Regents, They shall fix his term of office, name hia 
salary and define his duties*  The president of the 
College ehall bo the executive officer for the Board 
of Regents and shall work under Its direction*  Ee 
shall recoEssend the plan of organization and the appoint 
Kent of employees of said College, and shall have the 
co-operation of said Board of Regents and shall be 
responsible to said Board for the general management 
and success of said College*  >

Article 2637c*  The work of the college, courses and degrees* Eainar State tiollege of Tecnnology ahall 
of/er awl develop and especially stress courses in 
chemical engineering*  industrial chemistry*  plastics*  
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emd other pljaaee of engineering and technology# 
Practical vocational and technical oouraea shall be 
offered# Such coursee of study shall be offered as 
ax*e  found in the senior colleges of the first rank in 
similar fields, as the Lo&rd of Regents may order pro
vided that any Bachelors Degree shall be based on four 
years of college work, and any higher degree mtry be 
offered with appropriate courses when in the Judgment 
of the Board of Regents the educational welfare of the 
people served by the College demands such advanced 
courses and degrees, and provided that all work dona 
and all courses, certificates, and diplomas given to 
students shall conform to standard College require
ments as proposed by the accrediting agencies of Texas, 
of the South, and of other sections of the country*  
Short courses, terminal courses, long courses, and 
special courses of practical value to our people shall 
be given from time to time by Damar State College of 
Technology, as the Board of Regents shall order and 
direct*

Article 2637d* Additional courses* The specif!*  cation ot courses of study written in this Act shall 
not prohibit the Board of Regents from adding other 
courses, subjects or groups of subjects necessary to 
enable Damar State College of Technology to perform 
Its functions as a College of Technology in the most 
practical and efficient way*  The Board of Regents is 
required and directed to build and operate a State 
College of the first rank that shall compare favorably 
with the splendid Colleges of Texas in the preparation 
of its youth for the varied Interests and industries 
possible in the section in which Damar State College 
of Technology is located*  This College shall be 
equipped adequately to do Its work well as other State 
Colleges perform their functions*

Article 2537e* Approprletlons* The Damar Union Junior College District of Jefferson County, Texas, now 
owns and operates a Junior College at Beaumont, Texas, 
and Its corporeal property consists of a campus of 
approximately slxtyfour (64) acres in the City of Gaumont, an Administration Building, Library Building, 
Science Building, Union Building, Vocations Building, 
Maintenance Building and bus garage, and athletic field 
house. Federal emergency housing of twenty (20) units, 
as well as technical equipment and furnishi^s, all of 
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which »re new and nodern and have been eonetructed 
and acquired ainoe 1942, and of the reasonable value 
of more than One Million, Five Hundred Thousand Dollars 
(11,500,000) which will be mode available for the exclu
sive use of the College hereby created• There la hereby 
appropriated out of any money in the State Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, the sum of One Million Dollars 
(^1,000,000) to be used by the Board of Regents of said 
College in making additional improvements on the campus 
of said College Including an Engineering Building, 
Technological Laboratory, and such other buildings, 
facilities, and equipment as the Board of Regents may 
determine necessary for the establishment of a 
Technological College of the first class•

Article 2637f» Eeilnent doraIn# The Lamar State College of Tedmology shall have the right of eminent 
domain and shall have the. rl^ht to proceed under con
demnation proceedings the same as now enjoyed by 
railroad companies under the laws of Texas*

Article 2637Re Donations, gifts and endowments* The1 Board of Regents is authorised to accept donations, 
gifts and endowments for the Institution to be held In 
trust and administered by said Board for such purposes 
and under such directions, limitations and provisions 
as may be declared in writing in the donation, gift or 
endowment, not Inconsistent with the objects and proper 
management of said Institution*

6,1 - «■

Article 2637h* Acquisition of properties of Junior college dietrict• itt la provided, nowever, that the 
hoard of Regenha of Lamr State College of Technology 
as herein created shall not institute or offer any 
courses of study as herein provided unless and until 
suitable arrangements are made for the acquisition or 
use of the corporeal properties and facilities of the 
Lamar Union Junior College District of Jefferson 
County, Texas, and the Board of Regents hex*eln  created 
la hereby authorised to acquire by gift the corporeal 
properties and facilities of Lamar Union Junior College 
District of Jefferson County, Texas, and It is also 
hereby authorised to acquire by gift the use of the 
properties and facilities of Lamar Union Junior College 
District of Jefferson County, Texas, for such time as 
may be necessary to acquire the properties themselves*
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Article 26371. Pertlel Invalidity. If any word, phrase, olauae," eenlence, paragraph, "Seotlon or part 

of thia Act flhall be held by any Court of competent 
jurisdiction to be invalid aa unconstitutional or for 
any other reason, it shall not affect any other word, 
phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph. Section, or part of this Act*  3

Governor Beauford •Tester1 a action in signing the 
bill came near the end of the last day of a ten-day consti*  

tutlonsl ’grace" period during which the governor may hold 
on his desk without action a bill passed by both houses of 
the legislature,®5 then the governor signed It, he said 

that he was approving the measure because there were 
sufficient laboratoi7 and technical facilities available 
in the Beaumont-Port' Arthur area to make Lamar State College 
of Technology an outstanding petro-chemloal institution. Ee 
also released to the press a formal statement explaining his 
decision.5^ This was undoubtedly done because the governor 

thought some additional explanation should be made to those 
who had attempted to persuade him to veto the legislation. 
Too, he probably wanted to.give emphasis to his expressed 
desire that the college should be strictly a technological 
school,

53 Vernon*a  Toxas Statutes (1950 Supplement$ Kansas 
Cityj Vernon Law look Company), pp, 203 - 205, 

Beaumont Enterprise, loo, clt. 
Loe, clt.
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A part of the.etatecsent that Governor Jester 
released. Is quoted as follows i

• •'Our present higher education system in Texas, 
while farflung and reasonably diverse, does not supply 
the equivalent of the technological training that can 
be provided at Lamar College, for which training there 
is ample need*

"The gulf coast area of Texas Is developing into 
the most important chemical industry center of our 
nation, and our oil and natural gas are responsible 
for this development*  Within a few miles of the 
Lamar College oainpus are many large refineries and 
other plants manufacturing the byproducts of oil and 
gas*

"These factors, which are in line with my desire 
and my program to give Texas a balanced higher educa
tional system worthy of this state, have finally 
outweighed in my Judgment certain valid objections to 
the creation of another senior college at this time. *
• e  .  ••-•♦•♦•.♦* * **************"As governor, I shall use every possible safeguard 
to have Lamar technological college conform to the 
announced purpose of the bill, namely, to be a college 
of technology to especially stress courses in chemical 
engineering, industrial chemistry, plastics, and other 

'phases of engineering and technology*  * * *
• •"•■••♦•••••••♦******"• * * I would veto this bill if Lamar College was 
envisioned as another bachelor of arts and teachers1 
certificate institution, of which Texas has an abundance at this time."35

Prior to the end of the legislative session, the 
last piece of legislation necessary to make Lamar College 
officially a four-year, state-supported technological school 
was passed*  That was the cospanion bill which authorized

LOO*  Clt*
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the trustees of the junior college to transfer the prop*  

ertles and facilities of the school to the state*  The 
governor signed the bill on June 50# 1949# and It became a 
law ninety days after the Legislature adjourned

56 Ibid*. July 1, 1949*
57 Ibid*. June 28# 1949*

The First Board of Regents
After signing the first Lamer College bill. Governor 

Beauford Jester gave his immediate attention to the nomina*  

tion of a board of regents*  On June 87# he named A*  X*  

McAfee# head of the chemical engineering department of the 
Gulf Ref inery in Port Arthur# for a six-year term*  He 
indicated that he would name the other eight members within 
a few days* 56 57 His untimely death during the early part of 

July prevented him from completing the task# and It was not 
until August 29# 1949, that his Sucaeasor# Governor Allan 
Shivers# named the other eight members*  They were Otho. 
Plummer# mayor of Beaumont; Clark Barrett# assistant manager 
of the Du Pont plant at Orange; Ernest Wlnstel, business 
agent and secretary of Local 505 of the Eollermakers*  Vnlon 
of Port Arthur; A*  P*  Eeutel# viae*presldont  of Dow Chemical 
Company at Freeport; Lester Clark# oil operator and former
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member*  of the Texas House of Representatives of 
Breckenridgej Joseph Mares, vice-president of Monsanto 
Chemical Company of Texas City; Glexm E» McCarthy, oil 
operator, industrialist, and hotel owner of Houston; and 
W*  Re Smith, a former federal district attorney of San 
Antonioe At the same time. Governor Shivers designated 
Ae Me McAfee as acting chalxmn* 38

III. PUKHIMG AKD ORGASIZIHG THE
FOUR-YEAR PROGRAM

Initial Plans . 1 ■' v I
' t *’

It was evident as early as the sursner of 1949 that 
the senior division of the college probably could not be made 
operative until the fall of 19S1*  In the first place,’the 

only money that the legislature appropriated for -the college 
was the ^1,000,000 that was to be used for constructing new 
buildings♦ That meant that money for operating expenses 
would not be available from the state during the next 
biennium• Also, it was realised that considerable time I* 
would be required to plan the curriculum, employ teachers*  

secure equipment, construct buildings*  and effect the neces
sary administrative reorganisation*

IQ Hews Item In the Beaumont Journal, August SO, 
1949*



156
At the Initial meeting of the board of regents on 

October 6# 1949# John Ee Cray was named president of the 
college, and A. K« McAfee, who had served as acting chair*  

man of the board, was unanimously elected as the permanent 
chairman*  A part of the meeting was held Jointly with the 
trustees of Lamar College, at which time the procedure for 
converting the Junior college to a state institution was 
discussed*  They decided to recommend to the county Judge 
that an election on turning over the Junior college to the 
state be set for the first week In November*  It was 
determined that the request for an election would require I 
a petition signed by cltisens of the Junior college dis*  
trict.59

59 Ibid.* October 7, 1949.

News Item in the Peatmont Enterprise* November 9, lg49e

In the election which was held on November 8, 
voters approved the transfer of Junior college properties 
and facilities to state ownership by a vote of 2,066 to 
220*̂0  This action was a neeeaaary legal corollary to the 

enabling act passed by the state Legislature.
During the summer of 1949, President Gray asked the 

executive council, an appointed group of the faculty and 
administration of the Junior college, to work with him in 
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fonoulating objectives and in making preliminary plana for 
the eurrieulum of the senior college« Next# he asked the 
various department heads for their reoosmendatlone# and 
finally, all of the plans were presented to the full faculty 
for conoideratIon*  Thus, when the president was called upon 
by the board of regents in November to make recommendations 
to them concerning the objectives and the curriculum of the 
Institution, he emphasised that his proposals were the 
result of the combined thinking of the entire faculty and 
staff of the junior college.41 President Gray then sug

gested the following objectives for Lamar State College of 
Technology!

!• To offer courses leading to the degree of bachelor 
of science In various fields of engineering, sci
ence, management, health, and homemaking*

2*  To offer terminal courses of less than four years 
duration leading directly to employment in various 
vocational, technical, and business fields*

3*  To offer two years of pre-professional training in 
various fields which may be transferred without 
loss of credit to other colleges and universities*

4*  To offer courses in general education which will 
serve to prepare young men and women for the 
responsibilities of citisenship in a free society*

Minutes of the Board of Regents of Laenr State College of Tec&'ologyi^Vol*  1. October*"  to Sepiejnber, 
16&I, ifovemEer 22, 1549, p*  13*
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5*  To offer courses and prograsia on en evening school basis to meet the needs of adults* 42

48 Loe* cit*
4® News item in the Peaumont Biterprlse* November 24, 

1949 •

After the objectives were outlined and discussed, 
recOKciendations were made concerning the ourriculum*  It 
was suggested that the only degree offered should be a 
bachelor of science, and that this be limited to the follow
ing fieldst chemical engineering, mechaniaal engineering, 

r . electrical engineering, petroleum engineering. Industrial 
engineering, home economics, chemistry, geology, medical 
technology, health and physical education, and business 
administration*  In keeping with the objectives. It was 
stressed that terminal courses of less than four years 
duration and courses in the science and humanities division 
not leading to degrees should be authorised* 4®

3*  B*  Morris, attorney for Lamar College, was 
questioned about the legality of certain aspects of the 
curriculum recommendations*  Morris, who actually wrote the 
act creating the college, explained that it would have been 
Impossible to prescribe in the act exactly which courses 
should be offered, and for that reason the language of the 
law was intentionally broad*  Ee stated that, in hie 48
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opinion, the institution should emphasize technologies! 
courses, but that in the final analysis the regents should 
use their discretionary authority in setting up the ourricu*  
luxn.44'

At this same meeting, the board of regents named 
0*  A*  Wimberly business manager and 0*  B» Archer dean of 
the state college• It appeared that each of the men was a 
logical selection because of his training and experience*  

0*  A*  Wimberly had been employed by the junior college for 
approximately twenty-three years and was business manager 
when he was selected for the new position*  0*  B*  Archer * 
was a member of the original faculty of South Park Junior . 
College when it was created in 1923, and had been serving 
as dean of Lamar College for several years prior to the 
creation of the tamer State College of Technology* 45

In connection with the building program, the board 
of regents authorised John E*  Gray to employ consultants In 
the fields of engineering and home economics to help with- 
the planning of the buildings, equipment, and curriculums 
in these fields*  Previously, the trustees of Lamar College 
had agreed to pay the fees of these consultants*  Then, the.

Finutee*  loc* cit*
45 Hews item in the Peaur.ont Ihterprise*  November 23, 

1949*



160
chalrai&n of the boarti of regents was authorised to appoint 
a building ooKBiittee to advise with the architects and 
college officials on the building program. The chairman 
appointed Clerk Barrett, Otho Plummer*  and Ernest Winstel 
to that oomalttee. Finally, the architectural firm of 
Stone and Pitts of Beaumont was selected as designing 
architect for the ^1,000,000 building program. This was 
done after previous interviews with three architectural 

t firms of different Texas cities,* 6

*8 Ibid,> December 15, 1949,

For the remainder of the 1949*50  college year*  the 
curriculum and the building program were matters of prl*  

mary concern to the board of regents and to college officials 
In early Decomber, representatives of the architectural firm 
of Stone and Pitts*  the ahalrman of the board of regents*  and 
the president and dean of the college made a special inapeo*  

tion trip to colleges In various parts of Louisiana and Texas 
to obtain Ideas for the building program at Lamar Tech,**^  A 

few days later, on December 15*  1949, J, S, Stephens, James 
Wood, and Guy T, McBride, staff members from Rice Institute*  

were employed as special consultants to help plan the 
curriculum, the building, and the equipment for the engl» 
nearing division,* 8 ,

*6 Minutes, loo, cit.

Hews item in the Peaumont Enterprise, December 6,
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In an address to the student body in January, 1950, 

President John E. Gray attempted to reflect the viewpoints 
of the board of regents and the administration concerning 
the type of program that was being planned for Lamar State 
College of Technology, Gray s&ldt

"Our policy in the future, as in the past, will 
be to try to a»intain on our faculty a group of able, 
high-type sen and women who are interested in devoting 
their lives to the art of teaching.

"A necessary corollary of this basic policy is the 
philosophy that the moat important person on our campus 
is the individual student. Serving the needs of that 
individual student Is, to my mind, the moat Important 1 
and most challenging job today.

*we shall devote our main energies to the task 
of doing effective classroom teaching rather than 
research. We feel that there are already a sufflceint 
number of universities and institutions of higher 
education in Texas adequately staffed and equipped to 
do extensive research, and we intend to devote our full 
energies to the Improvement of the job of teach*  > Ing. . * .”49

The Building Program In 1950
In January, the board of regents approved tentative 

plana for three new buildings and asked the architects to 
proceed with the utmost speed In completing specifications 
for them. The structures planned were an engineering build
ing, a home eocnom!cs building, and a home economics

^9 Sews item in the Beaumont Journal. January 5, 1950
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oottage#60 later. It became neoeeeary for the home economiee 

cottage to be dropped from consideration because of Insuffi
cient money.

Saving no connection with the building program made 
possible by the tl»OOO#CXX) state appropriation but Impor
tant to the college, was a decision by the Lamar College 

•r 
Board of Trustees to build homes on the campus for the 
president and for the superintendent of buildings and 
grounds. Funds for this construction came from a surplus 
in operating funds of the junior college* 5^ 

J
- A meeting"of the board of regents was held on June 15, 

. 1950, for the purpose of receiving bids on the three build
ings that were being considered. After the blds were read, 
tabulated, and analysed,*it  was found that all of them were 
"far in excess of original estimates, but that Farnsworth and 

Chambers Construction Company of Houston submitted the lowest 
bld. It was agreed that the building committee, the archi
tects, and,college officials would carefully study ways and 
means of reducing the coat of the building program, and that 
another meeting of the board would be scheduled for June 22.

60 minutes, op. cit.. January 11, 1950, p. 19.

Hews item in the Beaumont Enterprise, January 13, 
1950.

Ninutes, op. clt.» June 15, 19o0, p*  22.
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At the meeting on June 22, a quorum was not present; con*  
aequently, no action could be taken. A third meeting was 
set for June 29 at the Shamrock Hotel in Houston^ At that 
time, the Farnsworth and Chambers Construction Comply was 
awarded the contract for the construction of an engineering 
building, later named the Anthony F» Lucas Engineering 
Eu tiding, and a home economics building at a total cost of 
$763,821, with an option by the board of regents of thirty 
days to decide whether to build a home management cottage 
at a cost of $26,000.63 64 It was decided at a later date 

that the cottage would not be constructed.

63 Xbld.a June 22, 1950, p. 24.
54 Ibid., Jtine 29, 1950, p. 28.

The first spade of dirt was turned by Governor Allan 
. Shivers on July 19, 1950, at groundbreaking ceremonies
marking the beginning of the building program at the college. 
In a short prepared address the governor saldt

* 1

•Lamar Tech has great possibilities—not only to 
train young men and women of the state—but to provide 

; trained personnel to the oil and petroleum Industries 
Of the Sabine Area.

"The school will mean what the people of the area 
want it to mean. What you put into it now will reflect 
in its achievements of tomorrow. I predict that your 
children and my children will mark Lamar Tech as one of 
the outstanding schools in its field by the people of 
the Sabine Area.
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*1 am grateful that I had a part in the creation 

of Lamar Tech*  •
By September, I960, the building program waa well 

under way, and the currloulum was tentatively outlined. In 
newspaper publicity that was released before the beginning 
of the fall semester. Information was given to prospective 
atudents'concerning various degrees that would be offered 
This meant that students who registered in these fields did 
so with relative aasuranae that they would continue at Lamar 

, I
for four years.

At.a meeting of the board of regents on December 14, 4 4 t
1950, President John E. Gray was authorised to begin employ
ing key faculty members for the following year. One member 
of the board emphasised the difficulty In obtaining capable 

1 
men and cautioned against waiting until the last moment to 
engage a faculty.67

Financial Difficulties
When the Texas Legislature appropriated the 

11,000,000 in 1949, for the construction of buildings at 
Lamar, no provision was made for operating the college.

55 News item in the Beaumont I&terprlse. July 20, 1950.
56 Ibid., September 1, 1950.
57 Ibid.. December 15, 1950.

il
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Since the Legislature was scheduled to sieet In regular 
session In January, 1951, it was necessary for college 
officials to seek and justify an appropriation for the 1951-52 
biennium. Thus, in the suamier of 1950, officials of the col
lege met with the Texas Legislative Budget Board and presented 
a request for $2,419,710 for the next two years. President । 
Gray told the Budget Board that plans called for adding a 
third, or junior, year to the.college in the 1951-52 school 
year# with a fourth, or senior, year being established in 

S3 1952-53, making the school a full four-year college.
About the same time that the economy-minded Texas 

Legislature met in 1951, enrollments were decreasing at 
Lamar College as well as at other institutions of higher 
learning over the nation. Because of the Korean t?ar, many 
male students were withdrawing to enter military service. 
Thus, it was not particularly surprising that budget requests 
were drastically reduced by the Legislature. The two-year 
appropriation for Lamar State College of Technology was 
$1,291,760. This was a greater reduction than could be 
absorbed and still provide the type of training program 
that the boax*d  of regents had approved. President Gray’s 
first reaction was, *»e  will have to do well what we

Sews item in the Port Arthur News, August 11, 
I960.
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attempt rather than spread It too thin.*  He then said that 
the amount was not as much as had been hoped for but *te  
will take it and do the best we. can with it.* 69

It was necessary for the board of regents to elect 
about twenty new faculty members>■ including some department 
heads and division directors, before the senior college 
opened. The following salary schedule was adopted*  asso
ciate professors below department head level, were set at 
<4,100 to <4,600; asalatant professors at <3,600 to <4,300; 
and instructors at <3,000 to <4,200; and department heads 
and division directors at <4,200 to 15,700.60 Since this 

schedule was not sufficiently high in all cases to attract 
the best qualified teachers. President John E. Gray and 
Dean 0. B. Archer were confronted with the problem of finding 
the best faculty possible under these conditions. They made 
several trips to colleges and universities In various parts 
of the United States in an attempt to find suitable per
sonnel. Also, several applicants were Invited, at college 
expense, to travel to the campus for interviews.

69 News item In the Beaumont Enterprise*  Kay 6, 1951. 
6® News item in the Beaumont Journal*  May 18, 1951. 
61 Ibid.*  Aueust 4, 1951.
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IV, THE FOUH-XEAR COLLEGE

A fifinior college in Eeauaont became a reality on 
September 1, 1051, The transition passed without formal 
ceremony; however, trustees of Lamar College had previously 
passed a resolution deeding college properties to the state, 
after voters of the Junior college district had voted to 
dissolve the district and had agreed to the state plan. The 
opening of Lamar State College of Technology was the ful*  

fl lime nt of a dream shared by many Beaumont and area c It Isens

62 Hews Item in the Beaumont Ehterprlso. September 8,

News item in the Beaumont Journal, September 1,

♦ 
who had visualised the city as the center of southeast Texas 
education, through the establishment of an outstanding four- 
year school,62

L In newspaper publicity released on September 1, it 
was stated that Lamar'Tech was the first junior college in 
Texas to expand Its program to senior college status under . 

k •
state support, and the only state senior college In Texas 
offering technological training in an industrial area,6® 

That same day, in a full page advertisement appearing in

1961.

1951.
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the peaisHont Journal some oJ*  the features of the new school 
were outlined, and the dates for registration were announced 
as September 12 through September 15»

Charting the Course
At the first meeting of the general faculty on 

September 11, 1951, President John E« Cray in an address 
entitled "Charting Our Course" expressed some of his ideas 
and beliefs about the new college• Because of the exoep*  

tlonally fine manner in which he attempted to set the stage 
for the formulation of a basic philosophy for the college, 

4 • * *
excerpts from his remarks are quoted as followst

Today we are making educational history in Texas# 
X hope the occasion of this first general faculty 
meeting of Lamar State College of Technology may long 
be remembered with happiness and pride by everyone of 
us here today# # • •

Those of us who are here this morning will have the 
unusual privilege of helping to guide and mold and 
develop a new institution# It is a challenge which ie 
filled both with glorious opportunity and with heavy 
responsibility# • • * Such a challenge cannot bet 
lightly taken# * •

# • # What are the general principles which we must 
employ if we are to develop here the type of higher 
educational institution which our people need and 
deserve and of which we as the original faculty may 
be Justly proud?

.The first of these general principles which I should 
like to suggest is that of practicing the democratic 
method throughout the institution# And the place for 
democracy to start in an educational institution Is in



169
the adminls tret Ion • Pious words to our students about 
the importance of democratic living will have a hollow 
ring unless they see democracy in action in the admin
istration of the collegee • • ♦

We shall make use of the principle of "pooled 
judgment® as a democratic technique in the development 
of Lamr Tech*  I hope that this principle of "pooled 
julgment® and co-operative action will find application 
in the work of our faculty committees*  in our depart
mental and divisional faculty meetings*  in our executive 
council*  in the sessions of our general faculty*  and in 
our board of regents*  • • •

IThe secorat general principle which I wish to suggest 
as a navigational aid to help us In charting our course 
is a belief in the doctrine that a college should 
develop in its students a desire for honorable living*  
A state-supported institution such as Lamar Tech has a 
particularly difficult challenge to meet in this area*  
Estopped from offering religious courses as such*  and 
properly so*  the faculty nonetheless must foster a 
moral and ethical climate on this campus of such force 
that our students will become definitely comaltted to 
sound spiritual values*  • • •

I am not in- the least unmindful of our unique 
responsibility in this technological institution to 
do highly effective teaching of the practical knowl
edge and skills included in our various curriculums*  
The doors of Lamar Tech could not have opened at a more 
auspicious time for the offering of technological and 
practical education*  * * . .

r
As an aid to effective teaching*  let us strive to 

make good use of the. great community laboratory which 
surrounds us*  No other state-supported senior college 
in Texas has such a favorable location for integrating 
classroom teaching with the business, industrial, and 
professional life of its area*  * * * It is almost cer
tain that Our contribution to the development of this 
great gulf coast area will be in direct proportion to 
the extent to which we make use of it ss a teaching 
laboratory*  Our canmunity college philosophy*  
developed during the years of our local support and 
control*  should by all means be carried over and even 
strengthened in our senior college status*  • • •
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Thia leads me to another general principle which I 

want to suggest for our philosophy, l»e«, the belief 
that everything we teach is important. • • • If we 
return to our basic fundamental that it is our respon
sibility to help each individual student to achieve 
his fullest self-realisation, we see immediately why 
we cannot consider one course or one department or one 
division of the college to be any more important than 
every other. . • •

In all of cur teaching, I earnestly urge that we keep 
constantly paramount in our thinking the importance and 
dignity of the individual student. • • • I reiterate 
this morning with all the conviction within me, that the 
most important thing which happens on our campus is the 
striking of a spark between an eager, receptive student 
and a consecrated. Inspired teacher. Everything else 
we do here simply helps to set the stage so that this 
spark may be struck. * . •

The destiny of this institution Is largely in the 
hands of the people in this room. The board of regents 
will help all they can) the people of southeast Texas 
will surely give us their united support. But in the 
final analysis, it is you and I who must chart and 
direct our course. Realising your professional compe
tence and consecration, I look forward to the future of laxoar Tech with happiness and confidence.64

The address of President Gray was well received by 
the faculty members. Those who had worked with him in the 
past realised that the remarks were uttered with sincerity 
and earnestness. New members of the faculty were impressed 
with the president's understanding and explanation of the 
problems facing the new institution.

John E. Gray, "Charting Our Course" (an address 
to the first general faculty of Lamar State College of 
Technology# September 11, 1951).
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Malnl8tratipn>Currfculun^and-&irollKentinl351

When cl&ssea began In the fall of 1951, the e4jtaln- 
Istratlve staff, not Including division directors and 
department heads, remained exactly as it had been the pre
ceding year when the school was a junior college# As has 
been previously mentioned, the president, dean, and business 
manager were elected by the board of regents in 1950# The 
remainder were named during the spring and summer of 1951*  

As listed in the Lamar State College of Technolory Annual 
Catalogue for 1951-52# the officers of the administration 
worst John E# Cray, president} 0# E# Archer, dean, * 
G# A# Wimberly, business manager} Ke L^Cariker, director 
of extension} E*  C*  Calloway, Jr*,  assistant business manager, 
Era# Bess Heal Gentry, dean of women, W# J*  Eolloway, dire- 
tor of veterans advisement and placement- center} Norrie H# 
Kelton, dean of student life} Celeste Kitchen, registrar} - 
and K# L*  McLaughlin, administrative assistant and dean of 
men#65

Lamar State College of Technology, Annual Catalogue# 
1951-1952# Eeaumont, Texas, p# 4#

The positions of dean of women and dean of student 
life were not considered full-time administrative jobs} 
consequently, I*  H# Eelton and Era# Bess Heal Gentry were 
scheduled to teach some classes#



172
Except for a few changes, this adaclnistrative 

arrangement has continued until the time that this study 
is being made*  There has been a change In the presidency, 
which will be reported later in this chapter. Then, in 
the fall of 1953, the position of administrative assistant 
was eliminated, and S, H*  Kelton assumed the duties of the 
dean of men, in addition to his original position of dean 
of student life*  At that time, M*  L*  Molaughlln joined the 
instructional staff in the department of education*

66 News item in the Beaumont Journal* September 1,

In the fall of 1949# the board of regents approved 
a tentative curriculum for the college, but by the time 
the four-year school opened, those plans had been altered 
to some extent*  Newspaper publicity stated that bachelor 
of science degx*ees  would be offered in the following fieldst 
chemical, electrical, mechanical, civil, and industrial engi*  

neeringi business administrations home econoMcsj physical 
education) chemistry) biological science) petroleum geology) 
and medical technology* 66

The college was divided into six divisions: business, 
engineering, home economics, humanities, sciences, and voca
tions*  Each of the divisions was headed by a director who 
was responsible to the dean of the college*  Divisions were

1951*
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sub-divided into departments# each with a department head 
responsible to ths division director. Some specif io infor
mation about each of the divisions will be presented in the 
following paragrapTiSe

The division of business offered four-year programs 
of study leading to bachelor of science degrees In business 
administration In the fields of accounting# general business 
administration, and secretarial science• Terminal two-year 
ourrloulums giving emphasis to the development of skills to 
qualify students for office positions were provided in 
general business and secretarial scimace*  Ho change was 
made the following year in so far ae major fields were con
cerned! however# there were alterations In course require
ments for various programs of study. In all degree plans a 
uniform program of study for the first two years was outlined. 
In 1963-54# the degree progranm were expanded to include 
management and marketing. Richard W. Setser# a former teacher 
at Catawba College# In Sorth Carolina, was elected as director 
of the division.

In the division of engineering# bachelor of science 
degrees were offered in the departments of chemical, civil# 
electrical# Industrial# and mechanical engineering. Then

Hews item In the Beaumont Journal*  September 1# 
1951#
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in '1952-53» * degree was added in the department of ma the
ma ties • A quotation from the Annual Catalog of Larrar State 
College of Technology for 1952-53 gives a clear account of 
the intended functions of the division!

The functions of the Division of Engineering
- include instruction in the various branches of engi

neering, research on both fundamental end applied 
problems, development of a technological library, 
extension activities, and provision of a center for 
technical meetings and activities.

All curricula have been designed upon the principle 
of offering sound fundamental training in mathematics, 
basic sciences, and Hnglleh during the first two years, 
linph&sls is placed upon creative analytical thinking 
rather than upon the acquisition of factual information 
or the attainment of manual skills•*  However, sufficient 
factual data and laboratory work is presented to provide 
a sound foundation in the various fields of engineering. 
Specialised training is tempered by the inclusion of as 
many cultural courses as possible,

A uniform course of study for all first year students 
; has .been designed so that entering freshmen do not have 

to choosers specific major until after a year in college,07

? F, K, Tiller, 1950 winner of the junior award of the 
American Institute of Chemical Engineers and an associate

-professor of chemical engineering at Vanderbilt University, 
, was chosen In 1951 as the director of the division of engi
neering.

67 Lamar State College of Technology, Annual Catalog, 
1952-1953, Beaumont, Texas, p, 47,
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Rosa Jean T anna hill, former head of the home 

eoonomios department of 35ary Hardin-Baylor College and past 
president of the Texas Vocational Association, was elected 
director of the division of home economics*  Work leading 
to a bachelor of science degree was offered in that field• 

Chosen to direct the division of humanities was 
Mrs*  Ruth Olcott# who had been head of the department of 
education at Lamp College since 1946 • Included in the 

. division were the departments of education and psychology# 
journalism, modern languages# music# physical education# 
social science, and speech*  A bachelor.of science degree 
in physical education was the only degree that was offered 
In the division during the first two years*  In the annual 
catalog for 1953-54# It was announced that bachelor of 
science degrees would also be offered in the departmentsx 
of music and social science*  Details concerning other 
changes and additions made during the spring of 1954 will 
be given later in thia chapter*

Included in the division of sciences were the 
departments of biological sciences# chemistry# geology# 
and physics*  Except in physics# a program of study leading 
to a bachelor of science degree was offered in each of the 
departments*  Edwin S*  Hayes# former head of the department 
of biolo&r at the Junior college# was selected as the direc
tor of the division*
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The sixth major division of the college was that of 

vocations*  All of the work In this division was terminal in 
nature and was offered through two general programs:

63 IMd** p* 109

(1) Full-time day trade preparatory coursea# and (2) the 
extended day program# for persons desiring to attend a part  

time program of study  Full-time trade preparatory courses 
were offered in the departments of diesel engines# elec
tricity# machine sltop# refrigeration#’ vocational nursing# 
and welding  Courses offered in these departments were 
designed to give students the training necessary prior to 
entrance into a skilled trade or occupation  Extension and 
evening courses were provided for employed persons who 
desired to extend their occu$mtional knowledge or skills  

These were grouped Into five broad alasalficatIona as 
follows: (1) Agriculture# an institutional on-the-job 
training program for persons who are engaged in farming:

*
*

*

*

*

(2) apprentice troining, for those employed as apprentices 
in skilled trades; (3) distributive education# consisting 
of classes for those engaged in retailing# wholesaling# or 
service occupations; (5) trode extension or courses for 
tradesmen of journeyman grade; (6) courses for persons 
employed in industrial supervision and leadership; and
(7) conferences and workshops* 68
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By the tlsie olaasea began in the fall of 1951^ 1 

enrollment in all divisions totaled 2>oade That figure
’ included 1,024 day school students, 632 persons enrolled in
. academio evening olaasea, 260 registered for trade extension 
olasaes, and fifty-three taking courses in distributive 
education.69 By Ootober 1, the total In all divisions had

- 1 reached 2,563.^° Hearly all of this Increment came in

.. various departments of the extended program in the division
■** of vocations.

; Dedication of the Anthony F*  Lucas Building
At a dedication ceremony on October 7, 1951, marking 

the completion of the Anthony F» Lucas Engineering Building, 
Governor Allan Shivers delivered the principal address • 
The Governor*8  address served as a clisax to the ^1,000,000 
construction program which he began the preceding year by 
turning the first sp&de of earth*  Shivers urged the people 
of Beaumont and southeast Texas *to  continue local support 
and encouragement, which cannot be replaced by state 
sponsorship•" Eg said, "If you continue your interest, you

69 Kews item in the Feaumont Journal, September 25, 
1951*

70 Eews Item In the Eeatmont Eh terprise*  October 1, 
1951*
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will have a college which la responsive and responsible-*
a college second to none in its field

A crowd estimated at 2,500 persona. Including 
educators, industrial, business and labor leaders, and 
students of the college, attended the program. Among the 

* prominent viaitora were Oscar L» Chayman, united States 
Secretary of the Interior; Anthony ?• Lucas, Jr,, the son 
of the man for whoa the building was named; and R, Be 
Andaraon,' Chairman of the State Board of Education and 
retiring president of the Texas Kid-Continent Oil and Gas

•72Association*

The Beslpnstlon of John E, Cray
toe faculty and staff at Lamar State College of 

Technology were surprised and shocked when on Tuesday, 
October 23, a special meeting of all college employees waa 
called, and President John E*  Cray announced that he planned 
to resign and accept the position of executive vice-president 
of the First National Bank of Beaumont*  The following morn
ing a news item In the Beatmont Enterprise•stated that Gray 
would "sever hls official connection with the college as

71 Xbld„ October 9, 1951.
72 to  alt.*
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soon &e relieved by the board of regents, probably January 1, 
1952President Gray had previously contacted each meBber 
of the board of regents and had obtained assurance that he 
would be released from his contract with the college.

When the regents met on November 20, 1951, the firet 
act was to elect a new chairman of the board*  Previously, 
A*  M*  McAfee had resigned so that he could be considered as 
an applicant for the position of president of Lamar State 
College of Technology• W*  R*  Smith, Jr*  of San Antonio was 
unanimously elected chai^an*  Then, President Gray's resig*  

nation was formally accepted, to become effective January 1, 
1952*  President Cray expressed to the board his deep 
gratitude for the "consideration, courtesy, and loyal sup*  
port accorded hlm,"^4 and he stated that as a private 

citlxen he would continue working for the best interests 
of the college*

Selection of a New President
The next act of the board was to elect 0*  A*  Wimberly, 

business manager at the college, acting president at 110,000 
per year, effective January 1, 1952*  Wimberly, In accepting

News item In the Feaumont Phterprlee*  October 24, 
1951*

Minutes*  op* cit** September, 1951, to September, 
1953, p, 20,
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the interla appointment, amphaalxed that ha was doing so 
with the understanding that he was not end would not become 
an applicant for the permanent position*  The regents then 
issued the following statement to the preset

It Is the purpose of the board to carefully review 
and consider ell applications for the position of 
president and to make this final decision, the. most 
important that any board of regents can make, one that 
will assure Lanark future welfare and growth*

The board has not, under the procedure adopted, 
reviewed any applications for permanent president, and 
will continue to receive suggestions about applicants 
and continue to accept applications from qualified ' candidates*  • • *7d , -

1 ■ '
On April 16, 1952, F*  L*  McDonald, director of1 the 

department of journalism at Texas State College for Komen, 
was named president of Lamar State College of Technology*  ; 
Simultaneously, it was announced that 0*  5*  Archer had been . 
elected vlae*presldent  and dean*  An editorial in the 
Beaumont Journal that same day statedt

0*  B*  Archer was not named president of Lamar ’ 
College, but he can be assured that the lack of a ■ 
doctorate before his name is the reason*

• 1 ।Dean Archer is popular with the teachers*  Ee has ’
the longest record of service of the college staff*  
Ee holds bachelor1 a and master’s degrees from the 
University of Texas In electrical engineering, and 
these are considered In the profession with the 
doctorate in other professions*  1

75 Ibid  p  21** * *
76 Eews item in the Beaumont Enterprise  November 20, 

1951
*

*
r1
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But the preaident of Lamar should be a doctor*  The 

presidents of all other state supported schools are*
Certainly one of the outstanding oharaoteristics of 

Dean Archer is his sincerity*  This young four-year 
college has great need of him*  * * *

It is good that he has been named vice-president with 
Dr*  F*  L« McDonald as president*77

The next day an editorial was written concerning the 
qualifications of the new president*  A part of it is quoted 
as followsi

The new preaident of Lamar Tech, Dr*  F*  L*  McDonald, 
holds his doctorate in Journalism from the University 
of Missouri, and that fact alone should guarantee his 
public relations and, not at all incidentally, the 
public relations of Lamar College*

Under Dr*  John Gray, Larnar^,position In the 
coxamunlty and in the state was solid*  Dr*  McDonald la 
qualified, personally and professionally, to oarry on*

An education in journalism as signified by a 
doctorate means plenty of English and history and the 
liberal arts in general, and his selection by the 
regents is astute recognition of the possibilities of 
expanding Lamar into the academia field some day*

Dr*  McDonald has the personality and character and 
experience to make effective his professional quali
fications*  * • *76

Before selecting a president# the regents screened 

many people for the position*  ,, 0*  B*  Archer, dean of the 
college, and A*  y*  McAfee# former chairman of the board of

Editorial in the Beaumont Journal, April 16, 1952*
78 Ibid,*  April 17, 1952*
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regents, were among those who were carefully considered♦ 
When the final choice was announced, people In southeast 
Texas noted with Interest that the man chosen was neither 

* • । 
an engineer nor was he technically trained. This was one 
of the first real indications that there was a possibility 
that the college would be more than strictly a technological 
school*

Plana for Additional Building Facilities
When the original bill proposing the creation of 

Lamar State College of Technology was Introduced in 1947, 
it called for an appropriation of $1,500,000 for the con
struction of new buildings*  As a compromise measure, the 
amount was lowered to $1,000,000 during the latter part of 
that legislative session*  Then, when the act creating the 
college was passed in 1949, it called for an appropriation 
of $1,000,000 for buildings*  With that money the engi
neering and home economics buildings were constructed and 
equipped*

Soon after F*  L*  McDonald was elected president, 
he realized that within a short time additional buildings 
would be essential if enrollments continued to increase*  
He gave his immediate attention to that problem, and before 
the end of the euraer a master site plan, calling for
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sixteen Biajor ohangea In the phyaloal plant was turned over 
to the arohltectur&l firm of Stone and Pitts to be developed• 
The plan called fori (1) Sufficient donnltorles for men and 
women to take care of double the present enrollment; a 
new plant for health and physical education; (3) a new audi
torium; (4) three nea Instructional buildings; (5) expansion 
of the present library; (6) a home management bouse; (7) a 
dining hall; (8) enlarging and remodeling of the present 
unlon-gymaslum Into a modern student recreation building;
(9) a stadium; (10) an outdoor ewissnlng pool; (11) an 
Re 0*  T# 0*  armory; (12) a chapel; (13) a new power plant; 
and development of new recreational fields for men and 
women

President Mor'onald and the board of regents 
seriously considered going to the Legislature in 1953 with 
a request for another appropriation for buildings• Political 
advisers told them that such a proposal probably would have 
little chance of passing• Soon, the President thought of an 
entirely different approach to the problem*  Els ideas were 
incorporated into a bill, which was ready for presentation 
when the Legislature met in January, 1953*  Lamar State 
College of Technology and Texas Southern University were 
associated in this attempt to obtain additional building funds*

Hews item In the Peatanont Journal*  August 9, 1952*
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The bill was designed to eliminate the disadvantage 

to Lamar State College of Technology and Texas Southern 
University» sinoe they were not Ineluded in the 1947 consti
tutional amendment providing for the issuance of tax- 
supported bonds for building purposes at all state 
Institutions of higher learning then in existencee The 
Beaumont and Eouston schools were created after the const!- - 
tutlonal amendment was adopted $ consequently, they did not 
benefit in any way from the state ad valorem tax which was 
levied to finance the thirty-year building program in other 
state collegese80

80 Ibid,, January 22, 1953,

The bill, as it was Introduced, provided for a 
twenty-four-year building program at Lamar State College of 
Technology and Toxas Southern University, It proposed that 
tuition and fees from students be placed in a special build
ing fund and that the boards of the two colleges be 
authorized to issue bonds to be retired from the income 
from such fees# It was estimated that the measure would 
provide a building fund approximately proportional to the 
amount the other state colleges would receive over the 
next twenty-four years from the state-wide ad valorem tax. 
It was pointed out that no tax money would be required to
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retire the bonds, but that somewhat larger appropriations 
from the state's general revenue fund would be needed to 
finance general operating expenses* 8^

Loo* oit*
83 1,00 • cit*

News Item in the Feeumont Journal* Kay 2d, 1955*

Senator Jep Fuller of Port Arthur and Senator 
Ssaroy Eraoewell of Houston sponsored the measure in the 
Senate*  The entire Harris*  Jefferson*  and Orange County 
delegations oo-sponaored it in the House of Hepreaentatlves*  

with Representative William A*  Miller*  Jr*  of Houston 
taking the lead*®®

The act was passed by the Bouse of Representatives 
with relatively little opposition*  In the Senate, it passed 
only after a bitter fight and after several important < 
amendments were made to It*  The amendments werei to pro
hibit legislative appropriation of any other building funds 
during the twenty-four-year period; to require approval of 
the Legislature before additional land for buildings oould 
be purchased; and to postpone the effective date of the

eye measure to the biennium beginning September 1*  1953*  The 
amendments certainly were not desired by proponents of the 
act; however, the entire measure would undoubtedly have * 83



186
been defeated If they had not been accepted« It meant*  
of course*  that funds from that source would not be 
available until after September*. 1955#

In a report to the board of regents on October 16*  

1952*  President McDonald cited the Inadequacy of the student 
union building and suggested that ixmedlate plans be made 
for remodeling and enlarging it*  Then*  he said that the 
time had come when campus housing was needed for both men 
and women*  Be pointed out the following advantages that 
dormitories would give Lamar: (1) Increased enrollment 
resulting from student housing would lower the cost per 
capita) (2) student morale would Improve) (3) etudents from 
greater distanoee would be able to obtain the specialised 
courses which only Lanmr State College of Technology 
offers* 8^

Since the state does not provide money for facil
ities that are not used strictly for educational purposes*  

It was necessary to look elsewhere for funds to finance 
these buildings*  Aocox*dingly*  it was decided that money 
for enlarging and modernising the student union building 
could be obtained through the sale of revenue bonds*  which

Minutes of the Foard of Regents of Lamar State 
Colle Re of Techholo kt* Vol * October 16*'  Is"^"*'  p*  8*
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would be repaid by charging a building-uae fee# Thia , 
procedure was followed, and construction of the $350,000 
building was completed in September# 1954*

An application was made to the Federal Housing and 
Home Finance Agency for a $400,000 loan to be used for the 
construction of a dormitory to house 204 students*  The 
loan was approved# and construction was begun in September# 
1953, Before it was completed in September of the following 
year# it was announced that the name of the structure would 
be Combe Hall*  The name was chosen in memory of the late 
Vnited States Representative J*  K*  Combs, an early leader 
in the movement to expand Lamar Junior College*  In the 
spring of 1954, a second application for a $400,000 loan 
was approved for the construction of a dormitory for women*  

Construction on It was begun during the early fall of tliat 
year.

When the master site plan was submitted to the 
architects in the summer of 1952, a new plant for health 
and physical education and a dining hall were included, on 
it*  On Kay 2($, 1954, the board of regents authorised the 
president to contract with the flrue of Stone and Pitts for 
the necessary architectural and engineering work for a new
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RSBen1a health and physical education building• This

building will be financed from funds that will accrue 
starting in September, 1955, when fees charged by the 
college will go into a special building fund as authorized 
by the Legislature*  An application for a $350,000 Federal 
Housing and Home Agency Loan for the erection of a dining 
hall was approved during the summer of 1954*  Architects 
were then authorised to proceed with final plans and sped*  
floations for that building*® 8

Thus, since lamar State College of Technology was 
created in 1949, an engineering building, a home economics 
building, a student union building, and a dormitory for men 
have been built or remodeled*  Construction on a dormitory 
for women has begun, and plana have been made for a dining 
hall and a health and physical education building for men*

Expansion of the Curriculum
Previously, it was mentioned that the curriculum of 

the college was expanded in the fall of 1953 to Include 
degrees in music and social science in the humanities divi
sion and that degrees in marketing and management were added

®8 Minutes of the Hoard of Hegenta of Lamar State 
College of Technology* Vol*  3, May 26, 1954, p*  118*

®8 News item in the Beaumont Enterprise*  August 20, 
1954*  :
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in the dlvieion of business*  President SiaDonsld said that 
the new ooursoa of study were added to meet the demand for 
expansion of the college ourrioulum as expressed by 
enrollment In these fields* 87

87 Ibid** September 1, 1953*

A second major expansion of the ourrioulum was 
announced In the spring of 1954*  In a carefully prepared 
statement to the board of regents on Kay 26, the president 
made the following statement and j*acommendations  concerning 
new degrees and courses of studyi

For two years I have carefully studied the curric
ulum of Lamar and have endeavored to view It against a 
background of the youth and the adults it serves*

Lamar Is destined to beooiae a great area college as 
well as a great technological college*  within easy 
commuting distance are more than a quarter million 
people*  Each of the four colleges with a greater 
enrollment than Lamar serves a large population areai 
The University In south-central Texas, A & M In south
central Texas, Texas Tech In west Texas, and North 
Texas in north-central Texasj and Lamar In southeast 
Texas has an equally important role in its area*

There are several reasons why the Lamar currieuluni 
should be expanded at this timei

1*  To serve its area adequately, more general 
education courses are required*  With the present 
limited programs many students are enrolling in courses 1 
that are not what they would choose and that are not 
best suited to them*

2*  The addition of more general courses will 
Strengthen the present technical programs*
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3e Accreditation by the Southern Association must 

preceed accreditation in all other fields. The addl*  
tion of a number of Bachelor of Arts degrees is 
considered absolutely Imperative If Southern Associa
tion accreditation is to be sought. To carry out our 
declared objective of becoming ’’a college of the first 
class,*  we must strive for Southern Association 
accreditation.

Minutes, op. cit.» May 26# 1954, p. 125.

4. In a rider to the general appropriation bill in 
1953, the degree programs of all state colleges except 
Lamar were frozen. It is not considered likely that 
Lamar will be given any extension of time to add pro
grams beyond 1954*55.

To accomplish our objectives, X suggest that the 
following degree programs be authorised!

Bachelor of Arts
Major in English

Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science
Major in Economics )
Major in Government ) B. 3. degree in 
Major in History ) social science is 
Major in Sociology ) already in effect

Bachelor of Arts
Major in Chemistry ) 
Major in Biology ) B. 8. degrees in
Major in1 Geology ) these majors areMajor in Mathematics) already In effect

Bachelor of Science
Major in Bducatlcn1
Major In Geological Engineering
Bachelor of Business Administration to replace 

the degree of Bachelor of Science presently 
offered In that area.68 *
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The recoracendatlonB of the president were accepted 

by the regents and by the opening of the fall soaester of 
1954, the changes had been effected•

Reorganisation of Pepartroents and Divisions
In May, 1954, the board of regents approved a 

reorganisation of the departments and divisions to bring 
them more in line with other institutions of higher learning*  

In the reorganization, the division of business, humanities, 
science, engineering, home economics, and vocations were 
supplanted by the schools of engineering, business, and arts 
and sciences, each headed by a dean*  -Then, there were the 
divisions of fine and applied arts, education, and vocations, 
each headed by a chairman*  These chairmen were made respon
sible to the dean of the college, just as were the deans of 
the three schools* 89

89 News Item in the Reaumcnt Enterprise, May 30, 
1954*

ttader the new arrangement, the school of business, 
with R*  W*  Setzer as dean. Included the departments of 
accounting, general business, secretarial science, manage
ment, retailing, finance, and economics. In the school of 
engineering, were the departments of mathematics and 
chemical, civil, electrical, mechanical. Industrial, and 
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geological engineering*  P*  M, Tiller was named dean*  . The 
school of arts and sciences, with B*  S*  Hayes as dean, 
contained the divisions of sciences and liberal arts*  The 
departments of biology, chemistry# geology, physics, and 
medical technology were included in the division of sciences 
In addition to his duties as dean of the school of arts and 
sciences, E. S« Hayes was named ch&irmn of the division of 
sciences• In the division of liberal arts, were the 
departments of English, journalism, modern languages, 
library science, religious education, sociology, history, 
and government*  C*  A*  Davis was the new chairman of this 
division* 90

A chairman was not selected for the division of 
fine and applied arte) however, the departments included In 
it were wupIg,'speech, and comercial art*  Krs*  Ruth Olcott 
became chairman of the division of education, which included 
the departments of education and psychology, health and 
physical education, and home eoonomlos*  E*  E*  Miller con
tinued to head the division of vocations, now chairman 
instead of director*  Mq material^changes were made in the 
curriculum there *91-  

J *

90 l£2.’ 01t« 

Loe*  olt*
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Enrollment Trends

Since the creation of the senior college, enrollment 
has steadily increased*  A report of that trend Is shown in 
Table VII on the following page*
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TABLE VII .

ENROLIMENT REPORT BY DIVISIONS FROM 
FALL OF 1951 THROUGH FALL OF 1953

Division
Day Classes Evening Classes
Men l&omen Men Women Total

FaU of 1951
Business 148 111 176 134 569
Engineering, 213 4 197 3 417
Hogs Eoonomios 7 31 3 9 50
Humanities 144 113 76 57 390
Solanos m 74 35 9 229
Vocations 80 80

Total 703 333 487 212 1735
Fall of 1952

Business 219 106 120 150 575
Engineering 317 3 195 2 517
Home Economics 12 29 4 15 60
Humanities 106 135 58 38 337
Solenoe 160 89 36 10 295
Vocations 101 53 154

Total 915 415 413 195 1938
Fall Of 1953

Business 229 . 146 162 99 636
Engineering 358 5 252 615
Home Economies 14 51 5 12 82
Humanities 125 187 54 55 421
Science 167 88 49 9 313
Vocations 90 39 129

Total 983 516 522 175 2196
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While the Infoimatlon given in Table VII wae being 

compiled» it was decided that a more realistic analysis of 
the enrollment trend could be made if enrollment figures in 
apprenticeship, trade extension, distributive education, and 
industrial supervision claasee in the division of vocations 
were not included« Most of these classes were offered In 
the evening; they were of short duration; and they were not 
comparable to full-time trade preparatory or collegiate 
training programs*

It may be noted in the table that in 1951, no women 
were enrolled in the division of vocations, while in the 
following years there were fifty*three  and thirty-nine 
respectively# The reason for the difference was that in 
1953, vocational nursing was added to the curriculum of that 
division# The reason for the comparatively large number of 
men in the division of home economics was that ocsnmeralal 
art was included*

Actually, Table VII revealed that the increase in 
enrollment has been fairly consistent in the various divi
sions# Evening classes have just about held their own, 
and the proportion of men to women, in day classes, has 
remained almost the same, with two men to one woman#
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Because of the rearrangement of departments and 

divisions*  enrollment figures for the fall semester of 1954 
were not shown in Table VII; however*  in a slightly altered 
form*  they are included in the following table*

TAELE VIII
ENROLLMENT REPORT BY SCHOOLS OR DIVISIONS 

FOR FALL SEMESTER, 1954

Table VIII Indicates that with the new degree

Division or School
Day Classes Evening Classes
Men Women Men Women Total

Business 350 160 205 112 827
Education 60 158 22 42 1 282
Engineering 
Fine and Applied

529 8 225 762
Arts 51 69 4 4 128

Liberal Arts 71 67 41 47 226
Science 270 125 40 7 442
Vocations 186 47 233

Total 1517 634 537 212 2900

offerings in 1954*  there was a phenomlnal Inoreaee in the 
number of students enrolled in day olasees# Again*  tabula*  
tlona in tills table did not Include evening classes in the 
division of vocations; however, the*office  of the registrar 
on October 15, 1954, reported that there were 1,190 students 
In such classes. If that number la added to the total
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indicated in the table, the over-all enrollment for the fall 
eemeeter of 1954 waa 4,090*®®

In thia chapter, particular attention waa given to 
the movement for eatabliahing a aenlor college in Leaumont 
and to the long and tedloua ordeal of getting leglalatlve 
approval for it*  Then, the contrlbutlona of President 
John E, Cray and the board of regenta in planning and 
facilitating the building program and in organising the 
curriculum were noted*  Finally, in a history of Lamar State 
College of Technology from 1951 to 1954, information was 
given pertaining to the administration, the faculty, the 
building program, the curriculum, and enrollment trends*

The next chapter will bo concerned with some of the 
factors and peraonalltlea that have materially affected the 
development of the college*

Enrollment Report Analysis, (Registrar1# Office, Lamar State College of ^eohnology, October 15, 1954)*



CKAPTEK XV

FACTORS AND PERSONALITIES THAT EAVE IKFLUEKCED 
THS PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATIOH AT LAMAR 

STATS C0LL3Q3 CP TECIIEOLGGY

Some faotora and pereonalltiee that appear to have 
materially affected the development of Lamar State College 
of Technology were aelected for special consideration In 
this chapter*  Many of these were discussed briefly earlier 
in thia study| however» it was believed that they were of 
sufficient importance to be presented separately*

• I. SOME Et'PORTAET FACTORS TEAT HAVE AFFECTED THE
DEVELOPMENT OP LAMAR STATE COLLEGE 

0? TBCE2J0LCGY ‘

Education for Veterans
College officials and students pointed with pride 

to the 11,000 or more former students who served in various 
branches of the military services during the second World 
War*  It was natural that a special effort should be made 
to meet the needs of veterans who wanted to attend the 
college*

In the suraner of 1946» Acting President 0*  B*  Archer 
made preliminary plans for establishing a special counseling 
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aorvleo for veterans« A repreaentativo of the college was 
sent to the University of Houston to study the program that 
was in effect there*  As a consequence*  the service center 
for veterans that was established at Lamar was similar In 
many respects to the one at the Houston school*

In the fall of 1945*  it was announced that the 
college would follow the recommendations of the American 
Council on Education in granting academic credit for mili
tary experience*  Under these reoommendatlons, credit for 
college work was granted on a basis of measured educational 
attainment and achievement**  Then# in November#, 1945# 
refresher courses in mathomatlca and English were organised 
for veterans who wanted to review some high school work 
before enrolling In regular college courses*  Ho college 
credit was allowed for the completion of these courses*̂

When President John E*  Gray returned from active duty 
with the navy# 0*  B*  Archer was relieved of the position of 

acting president and was soon named co-ordinator of veterans 
education# In addition to other duties*  He continued in 
that position until the beginning of the summer of 1946#

Hews Item in the Beaumont Enterprise*  September 2# 1948e

Hews item in the Beaumont Journal* November 29# 
1945*
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when he beoase dean of the college• Simultaneouely# 
M*  L*  McLaughlin was named oo^ordlnator# a position wl:lch 
he retained tmtll the fall of 1953, when Wa J*  Holloway 
assumed the responsibilities of the office,

Ijhen the real Imp&ot of the veteran enrollment hit 
the oollege In the spring and fall of 1946, a special 
effort waa made to provide facilities and teachers for them; 
This waa difficult, for the enrollment was much greater than 
had been expected. The following table shows the number of 
students in day and evening classes who received benefits 
from federal laws pertaining to the education and training 
of veterans of either World War II or the Korean conflict;
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TABLE XX

toROLXSSyT OF VKT'BUKS UBB® WBLXC LAWS 546, 18, ASD 
550 raOM ISE SPRING OF 1946 THROUGH

THS FALL OF 1954

Semeafcttr and Yeaz* dumber- of Veterans
KWWM^WMamBMMMWBWmmSBUWWIWWaiMMitW'IMMtlWmjIlWWMMW^WaaWWtWWMIWWMI'MW

Spring, 1946 .
Fall, 1946 
Spring, 1947 
Fall, 1947 
Spring, 1948 
Fall, 1948 
Spring, 1949
Fall, 1949
Spring., 1960
Fall, 1950
Spring, 1951
Fall, 1961 
Spring, 1952 
Bill, 1952 
Spring, 1953 
Fall, 1953 
Spring, 1954
Fall, 1954

400 
948 

1,113 
794 
767 
609 
701 
747 
817 
584 
500 
549 
437 
326 
327 
597 
539 
833

In the fall of 1952, the first veterans of the
Korean War enrolled under Publio Law 850*  The number 
enrolling under that law increased from sixty»one in 1952 
to 70® In the fall of 1954*  These figures are Included in 
Table IX*

Free the beginning of the veteran influx in 1946, an 
attempt was md.e by teachers and college offiolala to be
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of ladlviaual <&t returning servlee-

®en« The fact that this aeeietanae was appreciated was
pointed out In an editorial in The Red, 61 rd, a Lerar
College student publication. In larch, 1S4$.

Those of us who attended service schools can readily 
see that our college ourrlculw at X<,mr affords us a 
far greater eoope of freedom aM opportunity• Here, 
too, the incentive to achieve success is kindled, 
fostered, and spurred on by understanding, persevering 
faculty members and counselors, who, though perhaps 
confused at first by the prospect of having huryireds of 
veterans descending upon them • • • have endeavored 
oonscientiously to overcome ttie so-called problem of 
“psychological readj us tzaent,*  as sobs eminent psychol
ogists have chosen to call the Bass exodus of America1a 
youth from ths arsed services to civil and college life*  
• ••*»**•*♦••♦*•*•♦•*♦••••*••

The stwimt bcMy and the faculty have accepted us 
hospitably and ^aclously. We are grateful to them for 
their assistance ai^ their cooperation in mklng our 
tour of duty here at lamar as .pleasant as we had hoped it would be*3

In the early history of ths junior college a<»e 
evening classes for adults were organised with varying 
degrees of success?.however, no continuous or co-ordinated 
progra® was planned until World War XI made it necessax^ 
that mry wn and wosen be trained for defense and war 
indue tries. IMirlng the war years, approximately 12,000 
adults were trained in various trades*

® Editorial In The Red Hird (a Laaar College student 
newspaper), March Iti, TSTa*
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after th® wax*  ended. President Gray 

instituted a plan f©r expanding the adult education program. 
This expansion was In keeping with, the following statement 
that Gray made in 1943 concerning the.purpose of the colleget

If I had to say in one sentence what I consider to 
be the major purpose end objective of Lamar College, I 
would say it is to becc®e more and mor® a ooraunity 
service institution*  To put thia another way, we want 
to render educational service when and where educa
tions! service is needed, and to become truly a college 
for all the people, an institution where needed training 
wy be obtained by both college students and adults for 
better participation in the vocational, business, pro- 
fessional and cultural life of thia community and

, It was decided in 194® that the adult education pro
gram should be divided into courses for college credit and 
vocational courses, with a separat® supervisor for each 
category*  It should ba noted that fro® 1947 to 1931, many 
non-credlt hobby and recreational courses were offered that 
would not fit exactly into either of the divisions listed 
above*  In general, these were sponsored and. directed by 
the supervisor of evening classes for college credit*

The deiwnd for otmrses offering regular college 
credit Increased rapidly*,  Ey'1950, forty-five separate 
courses in.seventeen fields were taught*  The following year 
that number increased to tfxn fifty*  In the division

Sews item in the Beaumonb 2nterprise* August 31, 
1943*
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of voeationa*  16 was announosd in January of 19dl that ■ 
hasar College was offering the largest trade and industrial 
education program for adults In the state, wlth^a total of 
forty*three  ©lasses*  These figures did not inelude ©lasses 
in distributive edneation* 8

6 IW*« January 21, 1951.

With the beginning of state support and oontrol in 
the fall of 1951, a curtailment of offerings was effected 
In so far as hobby, recreational, and avocational courses 
were oonaemed, There is some indication now, 1954, that 
arrangewnts again will be i»de to render that service to 
the people of the ccemunity*

The scholarship program at the college, for needy 
and deserving students# began in 1928, when Mre*  C*  W, 
Bingmn, a part*tlM  teacher at the college' and the wife 
of the president, was informed that several students could 
not enter or continue their training because cf insufficient 
funds to pay the tuition and fees. In a coseittee meeting 
of the Daughters of th© American Revolution, Kra*  Blngman 
mde these facts know, and fee late Ida Caldwell KoFaddln 
agreed to pay the tuition for one of the student*  Mrs*  

MoFaddln continued to give an annual scholarship ai long as 6
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she lived> and sin©® her'deafch# her daughter*  Mrs*  Carroll 
Ward, has given it as the Ida, Caldwell MaFaddln Merorlal 
S^;olarshipe6 7

6 Interview, irs* C* W* Blngmn, December 27, 1954*
7 Taken from records in the office of the registrar 

at las&r State College of Technology on December 27, 1954*

Krs*'C*  We Sing»n helped organise scholarship 
©Offllttees in the Daughters of the American Revolution and 
in the Woaen^e Club of Beaumont» trough the y»ars, these 
organisations have led the way In ssaklng s^olarships 
available*

Th® scholarship program grew slowly but steadily, 
and by 1945 twenty*!*ive  were given# in 1950 the number was 
1121 eM in the fall of 1954 there were 1B4* ? These awards 

were donated by individuals end organisations to students 
on the basis of need and merit*  Recipients have been 
generally selected in one of Uirse waysi (1) by the donor# 
(2) by a oosmlttee designated by the doxicr# or (3) by a 
faculty oommittee m soholarshlpa at the college*  Donors 
have been allowed to establish standards, regulations, or 
restriotions which they wanted to have oonsidered in mking 
or renewing their awards*  Scholarships have been financed
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in either ©f two myst (1) by outright gift®' of cash at 
the deaired- amount eaoh year) ard (2) by setting up perma
nent endowwnt fimds and providing that the income froa 
those fund® be need to provide scholarships of the desired 
type* 6

Comparatively few large gifts and endowments have 
been received by the college| however# the mat Important 
of these are briefly discussed in th© following paragraphs*

Daring his lifetime# the late James F*  Weed gave the 
college a tl#000 endowment fund# the income of which has 
been used to provide student awards to stimulate special 
study In Merican government*  &n additional tl#000 was 
added to this fimd in 1950 by Mrs*  James F*  Weed*

tex Goecketan# who died in 1947, provided in his 
will that the 111,763 that wi left in his estate be used 
as a perpetual scholarship fund for youths of the Beaumont 
area*  The fund Is known as the Max and Josephine Goeckelman 
Scholarship Endowment*

Lulu K*  long, a former resident of Beaimont who died 
in Ban Antonio In 1950, made provision In her will for the 
establishment of an endowment fund to be used for providing 
education to deserving studimts who were financially unable

8 Lamr T^h—BuOdtog Perpetuity (a brochure
printed for tesar State Sollege of Technclogy Ip 1951)*
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to attend oolleg® without assistance. Thia fund amounted 
to <25,000,

Mr*  and Mrs'*  jT*  B*.  Morris have provided two 4'5,000 
aoholarahip endowment furxle'. Kiey were established in 
memory of their eon, Joe Bl Morris,' and their daughter# 
Marion (Mena) Morris, who lost their lives In separate 
tragi© aoaldents,9

In Qatober of 1951, the Spindletop Fiftieth 
Anniversary Commission presented a gift of <25,000 to the 
engineering libmry of the oollege*  The library endowment 
was presented by John w, Mewton, vice-president of the 
Magnolia Petroleum Company and ohalrmn of the Splndletop 
Commission, at dedication oereroniea of the Anthony F. Lucas 
Engineering Building*  The gift was used as a nucleus for 
beginning the new engineering library#

In November of 1951, the late Marrs McLean, a 
philanthropist and pioneer oil operator in this area and a 
former resident of Beaiaaont, gave <5,000 to the Lamar State 
College of Technology Engineering’ Library*  Then in January 
of 1952, Mrs*  W*  Me Crook gave $1,000 to the Lamar State 
College of Technology Library as a memorial to her late 
husband, W*  M# Crook*

Inform tion pertaining to gifts and endowments was 
obtained from files in the office of the president of Lam&r 
State College of Technology on December 6, 1954*
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Athletics, Heelthi and Physical Education

Since it was created in 1923, lamar College has 
participated in an intercollegiate athletic program, except 
for a period of time during the war. From 1923 until 1951, 
Lamar Cardinal football teams won ninetyfour, lost seventy*  

eight, and tied ten of the games playedFrom 1951 through 
1954, twelve games were won and twenty-eight wex*e  lost*

In the early days, schedule making was a difficult 
problem*  Schools in Lamar’s class were scattered over a 
wide area, and traveling long distances on a very limited 
budget was not possible*  Consequently, games with nearby 
high schools, four-year colleges, and freshman teams went 
into the making of a hodge-podge schedule*  One week the 
team would be undermatched as they played a high school, and 
the next Saturday it would be hopelessly outclassed with a 
superior four-year school*

The coach’s Job at Lamar College has often been a 
springboard to success for many of the former mentors*  

Joe J*  Vincent, who tutored the 1926 team, is now superin
tendent of the South Park Independent School District*  

John E*  Gray, coach from 1932 to 1939, became president of 
the college and is now executive vice-president of the First

IO News item in the Eeaumont Enterprise, September 9, 
1951*
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Kational Bank in Beatimont*  .Ft St Eraden, assistant coach 
for several years# baoame dean of Lamar College# city 
manager of Beaumont# and is now postmaster of Beaumont*  

G*  A*  Wimberly# Gray♦a assistant In 1933, is business man
ager at the college* Al Vincent, assistant coach In 1834, 
Is the storied manager of Texas League baseball clubs*  

Ted Jeffries# who coached the Lamar Cardinals In 1946# now 
Is head coach at Stephen F« Austin State College*  Thurman 
Hull, assistant to Standard Lambert In 1948-49# is head 
basketball coach at the University of Texas*

When the curriculum was planned for the four-year 
college, it was decided that a bachelor of science degree 
In physical education would be offered*  One of the reasons 
for this being done was that it would have been difficult# 
if not Impossible# for the college to compete In inter
collegiate athletics without a department of health and 
physical education*  This degree program was of particular 
significance because It was the only one offered In 1951 
that was not of a technical or scientific nature*

In 19bl# it was stated that the primary objective 
of the department of physical and health education was to 
train capable"physical education teachers, but that the 
program would Include Instruction for industrial safety
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personnel and for directors of recreational programs 
Since 1951> the curriculum of the department has been 
planned and organised in accordance with that objective*  

By the fall of 1953, eighty-seven students listed physical 
and health education as their training object Ives *2-2

Admission Requirements
The first catalogue of South Park Junior College 

stated that admission to the college could be gained by 
presenting fifteen standard high school units or by exami
nation*  Detailed regulations concerning the special 
subjects required were not listed In the cataloguej however, 
it was stated that general requirements were the same as 
those at the University of Texas*  Students from unaffil
iated schools were admitted after passing an entrance 
examination*̂

The following year, 1924-1925, the catalogue 
stated that to be acceptable for admission, the fifteen 
required high school units had to be in subjects approved

11 Xbld** July 1, 1951*

Enrollment Report (Registrar’s Office, Lamar State College of Technology, 1954)*
South Park Junior College, Bulletin, 1923-1924■ 

Beaumont, Texas, p*  6*
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by the Department of Efluoatlon of the State of Texas, in 
aooordanoe.with the annual directory of classlfled and 
accredited high schools. Also, the fifteen units were 
subject to these restrictionst Three units were required 
in English; two in history, or in history end civics; two 
in algebra; one in plane geometry; and two in foreign 
language. Hot more than four units could be presented in 
history and civics together, and not more than four in 
vocational subjects. Biology could not be utilised if 
either botany or soolcgy was used. Students specialising 
in engineering were excused from the foreign language 
requirement. Also, It was announced that applicants over 
twenty-one years of age could be admitted by individual 
approval, at the discretion of the president or registrar. 
Such students were required to furnish evidence of sufficient 
training, experience, ability, and seriousness of purpose to 
Indicate that they could satisfactorily do college work.^4 

Requirements remained almost the same until in 1935, 
when It was announced that each student seeking admission 
would be required to present: (1) three units In English; 
(2) two units In mathematics, selected from algebra, plane 
geometry, solid geometry, and trigonometry; (j5) a total of /

14 South Park Junior College, First Annual bulletin. 
1924-1923, Beaumont, Texas, p. 8.
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four units fron foreign language, natural eolenoe^ and 
aooial science^ with two units being required from each of 
the two areas selected) (4) and six additional units from 
subject matter areas elected by the student# Those 
enrolling for engineering courses were required to have 
three units in mathematics, including one and one-half in 
algebra, one in plane geometry, and one-half in solid 
geometry# Students over twenty-one years of age.still were 
admitted on individual approval# The changes in 1934 were 
particularly significant because the requirements In 
foreign language and mathematics were relaxed.

The next important change was made in the fall of 
1939, when the following regulation was included in the 
annual cataloguei

Graduates of accredited high schools who present 
a transcript of fifteen affiliated units will be 
admitted to the freshman class# However, all students 
who expect to have their Lamar College credits trans
ferred to a senior college must satisfy the entrance 
requirements of the senior college which they expect 
to attend, when they enter Lamar College#

We recommend that all students meet the require
ments of the University of Texas which are acceptable in practically all four-yoar colleges#!6

The catalogue then listed the requirements of the 
University of Texas, which were almost identical to those 
that had been in effect at Laasr College in previous years#

Lamer College, Seventeenth Annual Catalogue, 
1939-1940# Beaumont, Texas, p# ©•
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In 1945# the college returned to its earlier policy 

of listing specific requirements for entrance*  Actually# 
this did not constitute a change of policy# for college 
officials had previously required that students adhere 
rather closely to the University of Texas requirements# 
which were used as a pattern*

Lamar State College of Technology# Annual 
Catalogue, 1953*1955* Beaumont# Texas# p* 42*

3,7 Ibid*, p* 43*

The Lamar State College of Technology catalogue for 
1953*58  stated that admission might be gained by I

1*  Presentation of a transcript showing graduation 
from an accredited high school and showing at least fifteen affiliated units*

2*  Examination in fifteen hlf’h school units*
3*  Individual approval for persons twentyone years 

of age or older# and discharged service personnel 
eighteen years of age with one year of service*

4*  Submitting a separate and official transcript 
from each college attended# with a statement of honorable dismi8sal*16

Unit requirements remained as they had been in 
previous years except that no specific list of hl^i school 
units was required for admission to temlnal and vocational 
courses*̂ 7
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II. PERSONALIT123

C» We Elngmn
When 1# Re Pieteeoh resigned as superintendent of 

the South Park Independent School District and president 
of South Park Junior College, Ce W. Bingm&n succeeded him. 
Elngman continued with those positions for seventeen years, 
or until the junior college was separated from the public 
school*  At that time, he remained as superintendent, and 
John E*  Gray became director of the college*

C*  W*  Blngman was born In Coalville, Ohio, in 1885*  

Ke attended public schools in that state and was awarded a 
bachelor^ degree from the University of Ohio*  Later, he 
did graduate work at the University of Wisconsin, the 
University of Cincinnati, and the University of Texas, 
where he obtained a master’s degree*̂®

Elngman began his professional career In a one-room 
country school*  Later, he became a teacher In the Cincinnati 
Public Schools, where he organised an opportunity school for 
the foreign born residents of the city*  Els first adminis
trative position was In Fargo, Worth Dakota, where he 
established a junior high school system*  Ee left Fargo to

Hows item in the Beaumont Journal* April 22, 1947*  
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accept a position aa head of the department of education at 
East Tennessee State Teachers College. In 1919# he accepted 
the principalship of the South Park High School# and In 1924 
waa ohoaen to head the South Park Public Schools and the 
junior college.^9

The seventeen years that C. W. Pingman served the 
college were crucial ones# for it was during that time that 
a firm foundation was laid for a first class college. Under 
his aupervlslon the college grew from an institution of leas 
than 100 students to one of 700.

jT# Me Combs

Judge J. M. Combs# as he was affectionately known 
by his many friends and acquaintances# was the central figure 
in outlining the program for lamer College which resulted in 
the formation of a junior college district In 1942*

J. H. Combs# born on an east Texas farm and an orphan 
at the age of nine# obtained his first job In an east Texas 
sawmill. Later# he became a school teacher and was then 
appointed County Agricultural Agent of Eardin County. After 
studying law at night and being admitted to the bar# he was 
elected successively as county and district judge of Eardin

Loo, olt.
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County# He resigned the position of district judge and 
Roved to Beaumont in 1925 to enter private practice of law# 
In 1932, he was elected to the Ninth Supreme Judicial 
Court of Civil Appeals to fill an unexpired termj he con
tinued in that office until 1943, when he resigned to enter 
private law practice again*  In the spring of 1944, Judge 
Combs announced his candidacy for United States Representa
tive from the Second Congressional District*  He was elected 
and served In Congress for eight years*  He did not announce 
for re-election In 1952, because his health had begun to 
fail*  Ee died in Beaumont in August, 1953*

During the entire time of his residence in Beaumont, 
J* Combs was sincerely and actively interested in civic 
affairs*  He became a memoer of the South Park Independent 
School District School hoard in 1926 and served continuously 
on that board or on the Lamar College Board of Trustees 
until he was elected to congress, when the press of official 
duties made it necessary for him to resign*

While he was president of the South Park School 
Board, Judge Combs saw a brilliant future for Lamar College*  

He knew, though, that one school district could not sustain 
a large college*  As a consequence, he began selling the 
idea of a junior college district to the people of the area*  

Ee spent many hours in consultation with business and civic
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leaders# convincing them that the formation of such a 
district would fit into the educational and Industrial |

picture of the area and that it should be sustained by the 
combined tax efforts of several school districts*

Judge Combs was eager to establish a college where < 
young men and young women oould acquire not only the foun
dation for a college degree# but oould also secure training 
that would fit them into the varied Industries that were 
common in the Beaumont area*  He envisioned classes in |
engineering and laboratory work# with the students attending 
courses at Lamar and working in industry several hours each 
day In order to acquire practical knowledge of their class
room theory*  He wanted a college planned so that evex*y  boy । 
and girl# whether rich or poor# could attend*  he insisted 
on a complete vocational guidance program where a checking 
system was kept on the progress the students were making in 
industry while they were securing their training at Lemar 
College*  He also was very much interested in establishing i 
a variety of two-year terminal courses*

It is not strange that J*  K*  Combs is given credit 
for furnishing the basic ideas for establishing a union ।

junior college district and that he is often called the
l

80 Ibid*.  August 22, 1942*
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father of the expanded Institution*  It was entirely 
fitting that Lamar State College of Technology’s new, 
men’s dormitory, which was completed in 1954, should bo 
named Combs Hall*̂

** Facts concerning the life and contributions of 
«T. M. Combs were verified on December 29, 1954, in an inter
view with his widow, Mrs. J* M. Combs.

0*  B*  Archer
Dean 0*  B*  Archer has been employed at the oollege 

sines it was oreated in 1923*  Els record of service with 
the institution has been longer and more varied than that 
of any other member of the faculty or staff*  During his 
tenure he has served in just about evex>y official capacity*  

0*  E*  Archer was born on a farm near Holland, Texas, 
and was graduated from Leiton High School In 1913. After 
attending summer normal in Belton the same year, he obtained 
a second grade teacher’s certificate and taught in a one- 
teacher school at Center Lake for one year. The following 
susmer he obtained a first grade certificate and then 
taught a year at Wiltonville, a two-teacher school*  In 
1915, he entered the University of Texas, but the first 
World War interrupted his training before it had been com
pleted*  After a period of military service, he returned to **



219
the University of Texas and waa graduated In 1922, with a 

bachelor of aoienoe degree in electrical engineeringe22 

Archer waa employed in the fall of 1922 by the late 
R*  Fletaaoh, the first president of South Park College*  

He taught that year in the South Park Hl^h School) however, 
he also helped plan the engineering curriculum for the 
college that was to open the following fall*  then the new 
college opened, he was selected to head the department of 
physics and engineering* 22 23

22 News Item in the Beaumont Journal, January 22, 
1951.

23 Ibid*. August 26, 1950*

In addition to being a classroom teacher, Doan 
Archer has held many other positions*  In 1940, he was 
assigned the additional duty of co-ordinating the flight 
tmlning program. Involving both flight and ground instruc
tion*  He served as acting president while John E*  Gray was 
on military leave during the second World War*  After Gray’s 
return. Archer became co-ordinator of veterans education and 
dean of the evening school, posts which he held until he was 
named dean In 1946*  In 1952, he was named vice-president 
and dean*

0*  B*  Archer, a master classroom teacher and a 
capable college administrator, has maintained through the
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years a eympatbetlo attitude toward both students and staff 
nemberse Ee has probably done more than any other person to 
develop and continue a college clitoate that is student*  

centered•

John 3# Cray
To a considerable extent thia study has been 

centered around John Gray and his ideals, aspirations, 
and accomplishments*  Thia is necessarily true because he 
was so much a part of the college for two decades that he 
was sometimea referred to as "Xr*  Lamar**

John E*  Gray was born on a farm in Matagorda County, 
Texas, but with his parents "he n»ved to Jefferson County in 
1816*  He attended the South Park Schools and was graduated 
as valedictorian in the spring of 1923*  The following fall 
he became a member of the first class of South Park Junior 
College, and in 1925, he was a member of the first graduating 
class*  While attending the junior college, he worked as 
janitor, mowed lawns, and did odd jobs to help defray his 
expenses*  1

After graduation from the junior college, Gray’s first 
job was in the trade school of the South Park High School,

84 Ibid** April 15, 1946 
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where he taught such related subjects as mathematics, 
science, and English*  In the fall of 1926, he also coached 
the high school football team.^fe

In 1927, he decided to leave the teaching profession 
and entered the University of Texas Law School*  Bo remained 
there only one and ono*half  years before reversing his 
decision concerning teaching*  He returned as teacher and 
football coach at South Park*®®

In 1932, Gray became head football coach and athletic 
director at the junior college, which had been renamed 
Lamar College*  In addition to his coaching duties, he 
taught courses in mathematics, education, and American gov*  

ex*nment # Four years later, he was named dean of men and In 
that capacity had charge of the part-time work program and 
handled administrative duties in connection with men students*  

In 1939, he left his job as football coach to devote more time 
to other duties*

then plans were made for creating a junior college 
district. Gray took an active and leading part, working very 
closely with J*  M*  Combs*  Be helped plan the curriculum and

Sews item in the Beaumont Enterprise*  February 4, 
1951*

86 d^t*
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the building program, mklng a trip to California with the 
architect and Me Combs to secure information for planning 
the buildings and the curriculum for the expanded college• 

In 1941, after the junior college district was 
created. Gray was named director * The following year, he 
became president, a position he held until he resigned in 
1951 to become executive vice-president of the First National 
Bank of Beaumont*

As far as professional training was concerned. Grey 
obtained bachelor of science and master’s degrees from the 
University of Texas a few years after he began teaching at 
South Park*  In May, 1949, he was given an honorary doctor 
of laws degree by Centenary College at Shreveport*

With the exception of J*  M*  Combs, John K*  Gray 
probably did more than any one else toward creating a 
separate junior college district in 1940*  Then after he 
was named director and later president of the college, he 
and the staff he selected provided the leadership and 
encouragement that were needed to make Lamar College one of 
the outstanding junior colleges in the nation*  In 1947 and 
1949, It was Grey who initiated and carried to a conclusion 
the legislative fight to change Lamar into a four-year state 
supported Institution*
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olroles. He was chaIraan at different times of some of 
the most important study aommitteea of the American 
Association of Junior Colleges and was a member of the 
executive committee until Lamar College changed its status 
to that of a senior college*  Gray was president of the 
Texas Junior College Association, whose membership la made 
up of all junior colleges in Texas*  He also rendered 
constructive service as president of the Texas Public Junior 
College Association*

F*  L*  Kcronald
After the resignation of John E*  Gray became 

effective on January 1, 1952, three and one-half months 
elapsed before F*  L*  McDonald was named president of the 
college*  In the interim, G*  A*  Wimberly served as acting 
president*  McDonald, head of the department of journalism 
at Texas State College for Women, was selected for the 
office on April 16, 1952, but did not assume his duties 
until June 1*

F*  L*  McDonald, the son of a Canadian born rancher*  

preacher-teacher, spent his early childhood in the Black 
Hills of South Dakota*  He attended public schools in that 
state and received bachelor of arts and master of arts 
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degrees from the University of South Dakota*  Later, he 
obtained a doctor of journalism degree from the University 
of Missouri* 27

27 Ibid., November 20, 1952.
22 Hews item in the reaumont Journal, April 16# 1952.

President McDonald’s experience has been quite 
varied. At various tl*3ea  he has served in the following 
teaching poaltlonsi (1) part-tlr.e Instructor of journalism 
at northwestern University; (2) head master at Harris 
Military Institute at Roanoke, Virginia; (3) teacher of 
English and joui*nsll«n  at Eveleth Junior College In 
Minnesota; (4) principal of the junior and senior high 
schools In Biwabik, Minnesota; (5) and head of the depart*  

ment of journalism at Texas State College for Women. All 
of his experience has not been In the field of education. 
For a tine he was managing editor of the Vermillion, South 
Dakota, Plain Talk and acted as correspondent for the 
Associated Press and the Sioux City Tribune. Also, he had 
a distinguished war record. He was called to active duty 
In 1939 as a first lieutenant, and in December, 1944, was 
given the rank of colonel. He served fifty-nine months in 
the second World War, thirty-four of which were epent In the 
southwest Pacific.28
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Although many of Dr, McDonald**  accomplishments 

have been noted in previous pages, it should be emphasised 
that since he became president in 1952, the curriculum of 
the college has been expanded and liberalised; a dormitory 
and a union building have been built; construction has 
started on a second dormitory and a dining hall; a workable 
plan for financing the construction of classroom buildings 
has been made into law; a master plan for the future 
development of the college has been devised; and tentative 
plans have been made for the development of equitable pro*  

motion and tenure policies for faculty personnel*
This chapter, which has been concerned with the 

effect of selected factors and personalities on the growth 
of the college, concludes the historical phase of the study*  

The next chapter will present some guideposts that seem to 
point the way toward future development*



CHAPTER V

GUIDEPOSTS FOR FUTURE DEVELOPMENT

Although It zoay be haaardous to predict or eatltrate 
the course Lamr State College of Technology will follow In 
the future, the existing status of the college and trends 
that have been evident during the past few years should form 
some basis for a forward look*

I, FLAMS FOR FUTURE DEVELOPMENT AND EXPANSION

After his election as president In the spring of 
1952, Pe L, McDonald worked with the dean, the directors of 
the divisions, the department heads, and the board of regents 
in preparing a master plan for the future developaent of the 
college*  After It was completed, the plan was eubmltted to 
the architectural fin?, of Stone and Pitts of Beaumont, Texas, 
with the request that a general site plan and an analysis of 
proposed buildings be prepared*

Within a few months, the architects made a written 
report to the president of the college*  Their recommenda
tions were based on the supposition that enrollment would 
be doubled by 1963*

The architects believed that the general pattern of 
the existing site plan should be retained In order that the 
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inner oaopua with its connecting covered walks would be 
preserved• They thought that the privacy of the inner 
campus for student circulation and gatherings and that the 
service of each building from peripheral roads and parking 
areas were highly desirable,^

A comprehensive building program was outlined, with 
attention being given to many aspects of possible develop
ment • The following paragraphs contain descriptions o^ 
some of the buildings that were recommended:

le Women’s Dormitories• Property allocation for 
women’s dormitories was based on an ultimate occupancy of 
approximately 400 women. Four three-story dormitory unite 
and two one-story lounge units were suggested*  Bach floor 
would accomodate approximately thirty-four women*  A 
dormitory for women that will be adequate for 200 women will 
be completed in 1955*

2*  Men’s Dormitories*  It was estimated that four 
three-story units and two one-story lounge units would-be 
needed to provide for about 1,000 men*  One building housing 
200 men was completed In 1954*

A Master Plan for the Future Development of Damar State ColTeKe of Tecfmology (stone and Pitts, Architects 
and angineeree^Idsa), p*  12*
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3# Vocations Building Addition. It was proposed 

that the floor space of the vocations building be increased 
by about 50 per cent. This would be accomplished by wings 
extending from the existing structure.

4. Home Economics Building Addition. This addition, 
to allow for an Increase of 50 per cent over the existing 
floor space area, would be provided by extending wings from 
the present building*

5. Engineering Building Addition  Property alloca
tion for thia addition assumed a floor space increment of 
approximately 30 per cent of that now existing  The addi
tion was to be accomplished by two wings extending from 
the present building

*

*

*
6*  Carillon Tower*  A carillon tower to be con

structed directly in front of the main entrances to the 
engineering and administration buildings was indicated on 
the general site plan.

7*  Administration Building Additions*  It was 
recommended that 23,000 square feet of floor area be added 
by extending two wings from the existing structure,

8*  Library, An addition of 9,000 square feet to 
the floor space of the library was suggested*  In this case 
the addition would be considerably larger than the present 
structure *
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9» Sclenoe Building Additions. Property allocutions 

for this proposed addition assumed an inorease in floor area 
of about 32,000 square feet.

10« Theater and Gallery. The -arohiteots proposed a 
theater and gallery which would consist of a small intimate 
theater, an outdoor stage and theater, and a gallery for art 
exhibits. The building would form the apex of a triangular 
group of new structures Including a music building, an art 
building, a speech and drama building, and two classroom 
buildings.

11. Music Building. The music building would con
sist of a two-story structure approximately 140 feet long 
by sixty-three feet wide, housing offices, studies, practice 
rooms, band and choral files. Instrument rooms, uniform 
rooms, and a music library. Also, at one end of the struc
ture, there would be a two-story wing housing a choral 
rehearsal room on the second floor and a band and orchestra 
rehearsal room on the first floor.

12. Art Building. It was suggested that the art 
building be a two-story structure approximately 146 feet 
long by sixty-three feet wide, housing studios for ceramics 
and sculpture, arts and crafts, kiln drying and glasing, 
general art, offices, storage, r«;d a email gallery.
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Speech and Drama Building* This building would
consist of a two*atory  wing approximately 160 feet long by 
alxty-three feet wide, housing clasarocma, lecture rooms, 
offices, recital rooms, radio and television rooms, and 
storage. In addition, a small speech auditorium containing 
140 seats was proposed,

14, Auditorium, No attempt was made by the archi
tects to estimate the size of auditorium that should be 
constructed. They said, however, that they were allocating 
sufficient property to make It possible to construct a large 
auditorium building with an undetermined seating capacity,

15, Men  a Gymnasium, It was proposed that this 
building be situated on the main axis of the campus in the 
recreational area. The building would consist of a clear- 
span structure approximately 118 feet wide by 186 feet long 
and embrace a central area for Intar-colleglate basket-ball 
competition which can be separated by a folding partition 
for practice areas. The building would acconmodate approxi
mately 4,000 to 4,800 spectators,

*

16, Women a Gymnasium, It was suggested that this 
building be a clear-span structure approximately seventy-two 
feet wide by 111 feet long. Looker facilities and showers 
for the womena  gymnasium would be constructed within one of 
the two-story ends of the mens  gymnasium.

*

*
*
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17# Swimming Pool*  The pool would, be accessible to 

both the men’s and women’s dressing rooms from the gymnaslua 
buildings*  Plans for the pool indicated that it would be 
eighty»two and one-half feet wide by 165 feet long, so as to 
qualify as a standard Amateur Athletic Union fifty-meter 
pool*  Spectator bleachers would be provided on each side*®  

The plans for additional buildings that were sub
mitted by the architectural firm in 1953 appeared quite 
comprehensive, and it was difficult for college officiala 
to visualise a need for all of the facilities recommended*  

However, trends since 1953 seem to indicate that the pro
posed building program, based on an estimated 100 per cent 
increase in enrollment between 1953 and 1963, might have 
been too conservative*

In the previous chapter, it was mentioned that a law, 
which will provide building funds for Lamar State College of 
Technology and Texas Southern University, was passed by the 
Texas Legislature in 1953*  To present a clear picture of 
the real significance of that law a portion of it Is quoted 
as followsi

Section 2*  The governing board of each of said 
educational Institutions is hereby authorised for a 
period of twenty-four years commencing September 1, 
1955, to discontinue the collection of tuition and

2 Ibid** pp*  7-20 
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laboratory fees fron students and, in lieu thereof, is 
hereby authorised to charge and collect from students 
using the hereinafter described buildings, special 
building-use fees for the use of libraries, hospitals, 
vocational shop-buildings, laboratories, and other 
buildings for extra-curricular activities or special 
purpoees, as follows$

Full-tire resident students, f30 per semester
Part-time resident students as followsi

11 semester hours C2S.50
10 semester hours 26,50
9 semester hours 24,50
8 semester hours 22,50
7 semester hours 18,50
6 semester hours 16,00
5 semester hours 14,00
4 semester hours 12,00
3 semester hours 10,00

Full-time students who are not residents of the State of Texas, 180.00 per semester
Fart-tine non-resident students as followsI

11 semester hours
10 semester hours

$76,50
70,00

9 semester hours 63,50
8 semester hours 57,00
7 semester hours 48.00
6 semester hours 41.50
5 semester hours 35.00
4 semeater hours 28.50
3 semester hours 22.00 3

The amount of money available for building purposes 
will be determined by the enrollment, A total of 3,000 
full-time resident students enrolled for the fall and spring
semesters would provide 1180,000 within a nlne-month period.

wnouse Bill Humber 141," Section 2, Chapter 330, 
Acts Fifty-third Legislature, Regular Session, p, 819,
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II. A ClUHOlltii 1S5PHASI3 OH CUIUICULAR

OFFhRIKGS

There Is evidence to indicate that the curriculum 
of the college will not be strictly technological; In fact, 
it never has been. When the first four-yoar courses of 
study were planned, a degree program was outlined in the 
field of health and physical education*  Then, when a new 
president was selected In 1952, it was noteworthy that his 
experience and training had been neither scientific nor 
technical, but In the field of journalism*  Since the four 
year college was created, the currlculura has been expanded 
to include degree programs of a rather wide variety*

Contained in material that has been compiled in the 
Office of the dean and that will be Included in the annual 
catalogue which will be published In the spring of 1955, la 
a list of objectives that have been approved by the board of 
regents for the college*  They are as followst

1« To offer courses leading to the degrees of 
Lachelor of Arts, Eachelor of Science, and Bachelor 
of Business Administration in the appropriate fields 
of business, education, engineering, fine arts, health, 
liberal arts, and science*

2*  To offer courses in general education which will 
serve to prepare young men and women for the reepon*  
sibllities of cltleenship in a free society*
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3# To offer pre-profeselonal couraea in fields 

idiere transfer to other oolleges for professional 
training la necessary#

4*  To offer oouraea and programs during the 
evening hours to meet the needs of adults#

* Lamar State College of Technology, "Catalogue 
Information," (assembled but unpublished material from the 
office of the dean, January 6, 1955)•

5# To offer terminal courses of less than four 
years duration leading directly to employment in various 
vocational, technical, and buelneea fields#*

A long list of degree offerings has also been approved 
by the board of regents for inclusion in the next catalogue#
They arex

Bachelor of Arts with majors In the following fleldst
Biology Mathematios
Economics English
History Government
Chemistry Sociology

Bachelor of Science with majors In the following fieldsx
Biology Medical Technology
Economics Social Science
Government Commercial Art
Mathematics Geology
Physical and Home Economics
Health Education Music

Speech Sociology
Chemistry 
Education

Bachelor of Science in the following engineering fieldsi
Chemical Electrical
Mechanical Industrial
Civil 
Geological
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Eaohelor of.Business Administration with majors in 

the following fields:
Accounting Management
General Business FinanceSecretarial Science Marketing 8 
Economics

The trend to expand the curriouluia to include degree 
programa other than those of a scientific or technological 
nature has been obvious*  The only things that would prevent 
the continuation of such a trend would be the development of 
a new point of view by boards of regentsj new legislative 
action) or changes on a state level in the administration of 
colleges and tmlversitles*

8 Loo* cit*

The expanded and liberalised curriculum sliould 
attract many students who have previously attended other 
colleges because they could not pursue the desired course 
of study at X*amar  State College of Technology*  Also*  for 
many years the ratio of male students to female students has 
been about two to one*  With these additional offerings*  it 
la believed that a greater proportion of female students will 
enroll*

College officials in planning and organising the 
new programs of study have given particular consideration 
to the actual increase in enrollment since 1951 and to 
estimates of enrollment in future years*
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III. ESTIMATE OP FUTURE ENROLLMENT

It was stated in the report of the Ccanmlssion on 
Higher Education in 1954 that Texas is faced in the years 
imediately ahead with greatly enlarged enrollments in its 
state-supported institutions. It was estisated that the 
fall enrollment would be 62,500 in 1955) 69,100 in 1960) 
and 101,200 in 1970. This was oontrasted with a total of 
51,000 In 1952. According to these predictions, enrollment 
in Texas colleges and universities would be 33 per cent 
greater than the 1952 level by 1960, and 95 per cent greater 
than the 1952 figure by 1970.®

The General Site Plan that was made for the college 
in 1953 was based on the estimate that the ntanber of day and 
evening students at Lamar State College of Technology would 
increase to 7,200 by 1963. This prediction was based, on the 
increase in enrollment et the college in recent years, 
together with the rapid growth of Industries and, population 
in the general area«,•,

® "Texas Commission on Higher Education Report to the 
Honorable Allan Shivers, Governor of Texas, and the Legis
lature of the State of Texas," November 4, 1954, p. 4.

7 A ^8ter Plan, op. cit.. p. 4.
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Actual enrollment figures slnoe 1951 indicate that 

the above estimate was too low*  Table VII and Table VIII 
In Chapter III of this study show that In the fall of 1951# 
there was a combined evening-day enrollment of 1*735  and 
that in the fall of 1964, it had Increased to 2,900, a 67 
per cent Increment within three years*  There is no evidence 
to indicate that this trend will not continue during the 
next few years*

® Vemen»s Texas Statutes (1950 Supplementj Kansas 
City I Vernon Law Look Company), p* 203*

Article 2637a of the Legislative Act creating Lamar 
State College of Technology states that the Institution was 
established ’for the white youth of this state8)® however# 

the recent United States Supreme Court decision regarding 
segregation Infers that Negroes will soon be admitted to 
public colleges*  Such action would materially affect the 
enrollment*

The time is rapidly approaching when Lamar State 
College of Technology will be more than a school for resi
dents of southeast Texas*  An expanded curriculum and 
available dormitory facilities should make it possible for 
the college to compete favorably with other state-supported 
institutions of Texas in so far as enrollment Is concerned*
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There are some Indioations that enrollment will 

Increase faster than physical facilities can be provided*  

Nevertheless, plans have not been made for changing the 
general admission practlcea of the college*  The present 
board of regents would adopt a policy of selective admis
sions only as a last resort*  This attitude probably will 
not change in future years*

IV*  GRADUATE PROGRAMS

Definite plans have not been made for offering work 
beyond the bachelor*s  degree*  However, some preliminary 
discussion has taken place concerning the institution of 
graduate programs in the school of engineering, the school 
of business, and the division of education*  Such programs 
would undoubtedly be limited to the master*s  degree level*  

It Is apparent that such an educational service la desired 
and needed In southeast Texas, and it Is reasonable to 
expect that within a few years the board of regents will 
authorise the expansion of the curriculum to Include work 
beyond the bachelor’s degree*

Equally as important as plans for graduate degrees, ' 
and of more immediate concern, are efforts that are being 
made to obtain approval of Laxsar State College of Technology 
by accrediting agencies*
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V, ACCREDITATION

Lamar College was approved and affiliated with the 
Association of Texas Colleges, the Texas Association of 
Music Schools, the Southern Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools, and The American Association of Junior 
Colleges# When tiie college became a four-year Institution, 
administrative officials immediately began laying the 
groundwork for obtaining approval of the upper division by 
the Association of Texas Colleges and the Southern Associa
tion of Colleges and Secondary Schools#

In the fall of 1952, Dean 0# B# Archer requested that 
the Committee on Standards of the Association of Texas 
Colleges send a representative to Lamar State College of 
Technology to counsel with college officials concerning 
procedures for requesting membership in that association# 
Accordingly, Dr# Otto Nielson, a member of the Committee on 
Standards, made such a visit during the early part of 1953•

Acting upon Dr# Nielson’s recommendations, an appli
cation for associate membership was sutmltted to the 
Association of Texas Colleges# In April, 1953, at the annual 
meeting of the Association at Dallas, the application for 
associate membership was approved#
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In the fall of 1953t a request was sent to the 

Assoolation of Texas Colleges asking that Lastsr State 
College of Technology be approved for full memberalilp*  At 
the annual meeting of the Assooiatlon in San Antonio in 
April, 1954, this was granted•

South Park College, before the name was changed to 
Lamar College, became a member of the Southern Association 
of Colleges and Secondary Schools in 1929• The regulations 
of that association permit a junior college wldch has 
changed to a senior college to continue its membership for 
the lower division until a study is made of the new opera
tion*  The faculty and administration believed that an 
attempt should be made to secure approval of the upper 
division by the Southern Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools Just as soon as possible.

At the annual meeting of the Southern Association at 
Saint Petersburg, Florida, In December, 1951, President 
John E, Gray and Dean 0,5*  Archer appeared before the 
Committee on Admissions and presented verbal and written 
reports concerning the status of Lamar State College of 
Technology*  President Gray and Dean Archer were advised 
that they should request an unofficial inspection by a 
member of the Commission on Institutions of Higher Learning,
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The request was sade» and in April# 1952# Dr*  

J» Me Goddard# Executive Secretary of the Commission on 
Institutions of Higher Education of the Southern Association# 
visited lamer State College of Technology and advised with 
college officials regarding various requirements and stand
ards • Dr*  Goddard said that the Ccmmlttee on Admissions 
usually would not appoint a committee to study the applying 
Institution until data were available concerning three 
graduating classes• Ee suggested that for several years 
the Graduate Record Examination be given to all graduates*  

Be also asked that persons responsible for the various 
degree programs keep post graduate records pertaining to 
the performance of students both In graduate school and in 
employment <

Acting upon the advice of Dr*  Goddard# a complete 
report on all Items covered by the standards of the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools was assembled 
In the summer of 1954*  This was then submitted to the 
Commission on Institutions of Higher Education of the 
Association# along with a request asking that a coxmlttee 
be appointed to study Lamar State College of Technology*  

At the annual meeting of the Southern Association in 
Louisville, Kentucky, In December, 1954# the Committee on 
Admissions recommended that such a study be made, and the
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Aaaoaiation approved the reaomrcendatlorie. At preser-t, Kerch# 
1955# the faculty and administration are awatlng notifica
tion of the date vhen the Committee for Study will visit the 
oampue#

Lamar State College of Technology now has an affiliate 
membership in the American Society for Engineering Education# 
Full membership in the Society will not be granted until the 
Institution le approved by a regional accrediting agency# 
such as the Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools#

Application for approval of the various departments 
of engineering has been made to the Engineering Council for 
Professional development# A preliminary study by that 
council Is scheduled for the spring semester# 1955#

College officials and teachers have worked diligently 
since 1951 In an attempt to comply with the standards and 
requirements of accrediting agencies# For instance# it was 
known that the proportion of teachers holding doctoral 
degrees would have to be Increased considerably before a 
regional accrediting agency would approve the upper division# 
As a consequence# President John E# Cray in 1950 recommended# 
and the board of trustees approved# a plan whereby a 
department head or a division director who could reasonably 
expect to coEsplete the work of a doctoral degree within one 
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year waa given a leave of absence for one year ut one«*half  

pay*  Sext> all teachers ware encouraged to do advanced 
study during the summers*  Finally> in employing additional 
teaching personnel since 1951, an effort has been made to 
employ teachers with doctoral degrees*  As a result, approxi*  

mately 16 per cent of the teaching faculty held doctorates 
by February 1, 1955, and it Is expected that 25 per cent of 
then will hold such degrees by September 1, 1955*

VI*  STATE-LEVEL PLANS FOH CO-ORDINATING HIGHER 
EDDCATIOH IN STATE COLLEGES AND 

UNIVERSITIES OF TEXAS

In 1953, the Fifty-third Legislature of Texas 
established the Texas Commlaalon on Higher Education as a 
temporary body to study the present needs of higher education 
in the state and to reoonmend a co-ordinated system of state- 
supported higher education*  The Commission waa directed to 
report Its findings to the Governor and to each member of ths 
Legislature *

On Karoh 5, 1954, the Commission on Higher Education 
adopted the following goals for higher education in Texast

1, Every person In the state should have an oppor
tunity to obtain public higher education*
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2*  A system of publio higher education should be 

sufficiently flexible to be adaptable to future needs 
and should Include a curriculum geared to current 
needs♦ # • •

3# A system of public higher education should 
achieve the highest possible quality*

4. A system of public higher education should be 
equitably financed within the necessary limits of the 
state a resources.1

5. A system of public higher education should be 
effectively administered

The goals listed above are significant because they 
formed a basis for later recommendations that were made by 
the Commission.

On November 4, 1954, the Texas Commission on Higher 
Education made a report to the Governor and to the Legisla
ture. The report was divided Into findings and recommenda
tions . Among the thirteen findings Hated, two are quoted 
as followsi

3. Texas*  fully state-supported colleges and unlvex*-  
cities are now discharging their responsibilities well 
and, with few exceptions, there are no serious duplica
tions of program offerings. In instances in which 
duplication appears to exist, further detailed study In 
the light of rapidly Increasing enrollments will be 
necessary before valid recommendations may be made. The 
task of shaping educational programs In colleges and 
universities In the Interest of efficiency and the publio 
welfare and making specific determinations regarding 
expansion or reduction of programs outht to be met on a 
continuing basis.

® ”Texas Commission on Higher Education Heport to 
the Honorable Allan Shivers# Governor of Texas, and the 
Legislature of the State of Texas,” op. clt.. p*  2.
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7*  The over-all interests of the state will be 

served if the various institutions of higher education 
through their governing boards adalnlster curricular 
and program matters with the highest possible degree of autonomy#10

The Commission recommended that a central state 
facility for state-supported higher education in Texas be 
created*  The facility> to be called the Texas Commission on 
Higher Education and composed of twenty-one members, would 
have its powers and duties limited to those indicated belowt 

1« To provide coordination, leadership, and coun
seling services to assist the individual institutions 
and their governing boards, together with the Council 
of College Presidents, for the purpose of developing 
the most efficient and effective system of higher 
education possible for the State of Texas*

2, To make a continuing study of the program offerings and degree offerings in state-supported 
colleges and universities in relation to the needs of 
the state*  * * •

5*  To approve new degree and certificate programs 
and to consolidate or eUrinate existing programs if, 
after reasonable notice and hearing for the institutions 
concerned, the Commission concludes that such action is 
in the best interests of the institutions themselves and 
the over-all requirements of the State of Texas*

4*  To make a report to the Governor annually and to 
the legislature by December 1, prior to the regular 
meeting of the Legislature, summarising its reports to 
the various governing boards and the actions taken by 
them*

5*  To make a continuing study of the needs of the > 
state for fundamental and applied research and for 
extension and public services*  • • •

10 Ibid,*  pp*  9-10,
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6. To make continuing studlea of the formula method 

of financing and Its application to all services and 
activities of the individual institutions  • • •*

7*  * * • The Commission on higher Education shall 
review budgets and shall have broad power to recommend 
to the budget offices and the Legislature concerning 
all phases of higher education budgets*

8*  To recommend to the budget offices and the 
Legislature the amount required as a supplemental 
contingent appropriation to provide for increases in 
enrollment and to allocate such funds to each institu
tion based upon and limited to its actual increased 
program needs*

9*  To make continuing studies of all phases of 
higher education# whether expressly enumerated herein 
or not# for the purpose of Improving the effectiveness 
and efficiency of higher education in Texas*

10*  To serve as the single state facility through 
which all state reports on higher education shall be 
channeled*  • • •

11*  To review all requests for the establishment of 
additional senior institutions of higher learning and 
to make recommendations to the Legislature based upon 
the needs of the state and the cost of the proposed 
institution to the state*

12*  To grant any institution of higher learning the 
privilege of a hearing before the Commission upon 
reasonable notice of the institution's desire to be 
heard and to grant each institution a hearing prior to 
any action of the CoBmlsslon concerning that institu- tlon.ll

The findings and recommendations of the Texas Commis
sion on Higher Education will be reviewed by the Texas 
Legislature when it convenes in 1955*  Since the temporary

11 Ibid,, pp*  14-17*
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Coimiasien was & creature of the Legislature and since It 
received a staxnp of approval from the Governor of Texas# 
it is reasonable to expect that some, if not all, of the 
recommendations will be enacted into law*

Officials at Lamar State College of Technology favor 
the creation of a permanent Commission on Higher Education*  

They believe that the restrictive power of such a body 
would be far outweighed by the leadership that it could 
provide*-

In this chapter, certain guideposts have been pre
sented that appear to point out the course of future 
development for the college*  Plans for the expansion of 
physical facilities were outlined| evidence was shown indi
cating that the curriculum is becoming much more liberal 
and la being expanded rapidly; an estivate of future enroll
ment based on findings of the Texas Commission on Higher 
Education, past enrollment trends, and other factors was 
presented; steps that have been taken to obtain approval 
by accrediting agencies were reported; end finally, state- 
level plans for co-ordinating higher education in state 
colleges and universities were discussed*



CHAPTER VI

SUMMARY AKD RECCKIkEKDATIOKS

The earlier part of this study was primarily con
cerned with the history of Lamar State College of Technology 
from the time South Park Junior College was created In 1923 
until 1964• This chapter contains a summary of the Informa
tion previously presented and some recommendations baeed on 
the findings of the study.

I. SUMMARY

Historical Development
After the discovery of oil at Spindietop in 1901, 

Beaumont rapidly changed from a small sawmill town to a 
city. The population Increased from 9,000 in 1901 to about 
25,000 in 1902. Refineries were built; the Sablne-Keches 
deep water canal was constructed; water for irrigation was 
provided; and the rice Industry prospered. With this growth 
of Industry and business, population soared, and the need 
for additional facilities for education became evident.

In 1907, a bond issue of $23,000 was voted for the 
erection of a public school building in the South Park area 
of Beauntont. This building was scon inadequate, and a new 
eight room structure was built. In 1913, the South Park
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Independent School District was created by the Texaa 
legislature. The school population continued to increase, 
and in 1921, a $300,000 bond issue was voted for the purpose 
of constructing a n«w high school building. The third floor 
of this building was used later to house South Park Junior 
College.

Sone of the factors that affected the decision to 
create a junior college within the framework of the South 
Park Independent School District were: the historical and 
geographical background of the school districtj the junior 
college toovement) the influence of L. R. Pletzsch, superin
tendent of schools at South Park; and the actual need for 
higher education facilities in the Beaumont area*

There la no real evidence that there was a greeter 
need for a junior college in South Park than at other places 
In southeast Texas. Superintendent D. R. Pletssch, however, 
became interested in the junior college nmvement while 
attending the University of Chicago in 1919, and he began 
considering the feasibility of creating a junior college as 
a part of the South Park Independent School District. It 
is the opinion of the writer that L. R. Pletssch should be 
given the entire credit for originating the idea of estab
lishing the college at South Park, and that his influence 
was the deciding factor in the final determination to create 
the school.
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South Park Junior College opened in the fall of 1923 

with approxlsately 125 students and fourteen faculty members.*  

L< Re Pietsach was president, in addition to being superin
tendent of the South Park Independent School District, and 
C*  We Eingman was dean of the college and principal of the 
high school#

During the first few years of its existence, the 
college was closely allied with the South Park High School# 
The Institutions were housed in the same building; several 
teachers taught both high school and college olassea; the 
same library facllitiee were utilised by both groups; and 
the same board of trustees and administrators served the 
college and the high school#

On April 16, 1924, L# R.# Pietzsch resigned as presi
dent of the South Park Junior College to accept the position 
of city manager of the city of Beaumont# Within a few days, 
C# W# Eingman was selected as the new president of the college 
and superintendent of the school district# Einfyran remained 
in that position until the college was finally separated from 
the public school district in 1941# I# J# Deck, who had been 
head of the department of education, was elected principal of 
the high school and dean of the junior college# Then, in the 
spring of 1925, the positions of principal and dean were
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separated, and D# W*  Eoltnott was chosen to succeed I, J« 
Deck as dean. Eoltnott served, in that capacity until 
Juno 1, 1942.

Although L. R. Pietsach, C. W. Bingmen, and D*  W.
Boitnott were students of the junior college movement, they 
apparently did not agree with Seashore^ that the first two 

years of college are essentially the capstone of secondary 
education. It is true that for several years after the 
South Park Junior College was created, college classes were 
scheduled in the high school building. Actually, they were 
separate from the high school, for the junior college occu
pied the third floor of the building. Also, the practice 
of allowing teachers to Instruct both high school and college 
classes was soon changed. In fact, the purpose of the col
lege as it was outlined in 1923 was (1) to offer the first 
two years of general university work, (2) to offer the first 
two years of general university work for those who planned 
to enter professional schools, and (3) to offer practical 
courses to those who did not want to continue their educa
tion at senior colleges or universities.® The purpose as

Carl E. Seashore, The Junior College Movement (Hew Yorkx Henry Holt and tompany, 1'940), p. fe.
2 South Park Junior College, Bulletin. 1923-1924, 

p. 3.
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stated In suooeedlng catalogues remained almoat exactly 
the same until the junior college was separated from the 
South Park Independent School District in 1941•

South Park College was a district school; It was 
created primarily for students Of the South Park Independ*  

ent School District*  Except for some small fees, students 
residing within the district were not charged tuition; This 
policy was changed In 1929, when the board of trustees 
decided to charge in-district students tuition amounting to 
$60*00  per college year*  In its early history, the college 
was quite responsive to community needs and demands*  For 
instance, during the summer of 1925, a number of people 
requested that night classes be arranged for students who 
could not attend during the day*  The board of trustees 
authorised the scheduling of such classes if the demand 
was sufficient*  Then, in 1926, a course in public school 
art and a one-year course in business administration were 
added to the curriculum because of public requests for them*  

From the day of its inception. South Park College 
looked to the University of Texas as a model*  Entrance 
requirements and course requirements were patterned largely 
after those at the University*  Before the end of the first 
college year, the school was recognised as a first class 
junior college by the Texas State Department of Education*
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In 1929, the 80*oalled  "Junior college law” waa 

passed by the Texas Legislature• This law validated the 
public Junior colleges then in existence and defined the 
limitations and methods for the establishment of new junior 
colleges. The law gave the board of trustees at South Park 
reasonable assurance that another junior college would not 
be created in the immediate area being served by the local 
institution. Also, it was in 1929, that the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools approved the 
college for membership.

Enrollment increased rapidly at the college during 
the first two years of its existence; however, between 1925 
and 1931, there was an increase of only 12.3 per cent. Int 
f1931, the board of trustees became concerned about this 
almost static condition and decided that one reason for it 
might be the community irpllcatlon of the name of the col*  

lege*  Accordingly, the public was Invited to suggest a new 
name, and In 1932, South Park College was renamed Laasir 
College.

From about 1937 to 1940, there was an undirected 
movement to change Lamar College Into a four*year  Institu
tion. The movement, however, never got beyond the dis*  

cusslon or planning stage. Instead, efforts were directed 
toward creating a junior college district. College officials
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believed that thia would bo the quickest and easiest way of 
alleviating the financial burden that was being imposed on 
the school district by the junior college•

It was not determined exactly when or who originated 
the idea for changing the college into a Junior college 
district*  However# J« M*  Combs, along with C*  W*  Blngoan 
and John E*  Gray, gave Impetus to the movement. They were 
undoubtedly Instrumental in getting leaders of the Young 
Men’s Business League of Beaumont to offer the services of 
that organisation In publicising the proposed expansion 
program. Supporters of the junior college district proposal 
believed that unless an enlarged plant was provided and a 
more equitable system of financing arranged# it would be 
necessary to limit the number of students accepted and 
curtail the services of the institution, A committee of 
the Young Men*a  Business League In a study of needs found 
that technical# vocational# and aeml-professional training 
were badly needed in southeast Texas# and that cultural and 
pre-professlonal college training should be made available 
to students at as low a cost as possible,® Residents of 

the proposed district were practically promised that the

® The Road Ahead for Lamar College (leaumonti Young 
Men’s BusIHesn^agn^nL^O)':----------- • 
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new school would provide educational programs for the 
pre-employment neede of youth and the post-employment needs 
of employed adults*

As a result of an election that was hold on 
September 21, 1940, the Lamar Union Junior College District 
was created*  This district was comprised of the same terri
tory as that which lay within the Beaumont, French, and 
South Park Independent School Districts*

At the same tine that voters authorised the creation 
of the junior college district, they approved the issuance 
of $850,000 in bonds for the construction and equipment of 
a college plant; they voted to levy a tax not to exceed 
twenty cents on the $100 valuation for the support and 
maintenance of the school; and they elected a board of 
seven trustees to govern the college*  The members of the 
board of trustees were M*  L*  Love, Gene Kaquln, Herman Iles, 
Beeman Strong, Dr*  Talbot A*  Tumbleson, J*  M*  Combs, and 
L*  K. Wall.

The board of trustees of the South Park Independent 
School District agreed to continue to operate the college 
for the remainder of the 1940-1941 college year*  This gave 
the junior college board an opportunity to effect an admin
istrative reorganisation, plan the curriculum, and begin 
construction of the physical plant*
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John E« Gray, former dean of men# was named director 

of the expanded collegee He succeeded C. W« Bingman who 
continued as superintendent of the South Park Schools*  

D# W*  Boltnott remained dean of the college; 0*  A*  Wimberly 
was named business manager; and Celeste Kitchen became 
registrar*  In June# 1942, the position of director was 
abolished, and Gray was elected president;

By the beginning of the 1941-1942 school year, the 
administrative severance of Lamar College and the South 
Park Independent School District had been completed*  How
ever, since the new buildings that were being constructed 
had not been finished. It was necessary for the college to 
continue to utilise the facilities of the public school*  
In June, 1942, with new facilities valued at <1,000,000 
available, the college was moved from the South Park site 
to the new location*

The war years and post war years presented the same 
difficulties at Lamar that were experienced at other colleges 
and universities*  Enrollment decreased during 1945-44 and . 
1944-45, and many teachers and administrators left to enter 
other fields of employment or military service*  %hlle 
John E*  Gray was on active duty with the navy, 0*  B*  Archer 
was chosen as acting president.
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In November» 1944> J*  M*  Combs, president of the 

board of trustees for Lamar College and the man who had 
led tiie fight to create a junior college district, was 
elected to the Congress of the United States*  He subse
quently submitted his resignation as a member of the board 
of trustees*  . I 

♦ After the war ended, enrollment rose so abruptly that 
facilities became overcrowded and inadequate*  Extended- 
day and evening classes were organised to make instruction 
available to additional students*  As enrollment increased, 
the need for senior college facilities became evident*  By 
1946, educational, civic, and business leaders were con
vinced that the time was propitious to change Lamar College 
into a degree-granting institution*

The first planned or directed movement toward creating 
a four-year state supported college in Beaumont was begun in 
the fall of 1946*  The matter had been a subject for specu
lation before that time, but nothing definite had been 
accomplished*  The board of trustees met on December 7, 1946, 
and made plans for introducing a bill at the following ses
sion of the Legislature for the establishment of a senior 
college, with Lamar College serving as a nucleus for the four 
year institution*
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Communities of southeast Texas are often very oompetl 

tive in their relationships) this ie particularly true 
regarding the establishment or looation of new Industries 
within the area*  There was# however# a concert of agreement 
concerning the desirability of changing Lamar College Into a 
senior college*  In fact#eduaational and civic leaders from 
the entire Sabine-Nechea Area made many trips to Austin In 
support of legislation favoring the creation- of such a 
college*

In the spring of 1947# legislation was enacted to 
create a degree-granting institution; however# because the 
state comptroller did not certify that sufficient state 
funds were available for the il#000#000 appropriation.that 
was Included In the bill# It died because of the apparent 
lack of funds*

At the beginning of the fall semester of 1948# a 
Negro branch of Lamar College, later named Jefferson Junior 
College# was created*  The Negro branch remained a part of 
Lamar College until 1951# when Lamar State College of 
Technology came Into being*  At that time# arrangements were 
made for the facilities of Jefferson Junior College to be 
transferred to Texas Southern University*  The University 
continued to operate the school as an extension center*
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In 1949, approval of the Texas Legislature was again 

obtained for changing Lamar College Into a state supported 
school. The legislation that was passed provided for an 
appropriation of $1,000,000 for the construction of new 
buildings, and a procedure was established by which the 
junior college district could release existing facilities 
to the state of Texas*

The four-year college did not open until the fall 
of 1951. This delay was necessary because the Legislature 
did not appropriate money for operating expenses until 1951*  

Also, considerable time was required to plan the curriculum, 
employ teachers, secure equipment, construct buildings, and 
effect the necessary administrative reorganisation*

John Ee Gray, president of the junior college and 
the person who largely directed the legislative fight to 
create the new school, was chosen as the first president*  

The other principal administrative officers werei 0*  B*  

Archer, dean) 0*  A*  Wimberly, business nmnagerj and Celeste 
Kitchen, registrar*

'The curriculum of Lamar State College of Technology 
In 1951 was almost entirely technical or scientific In the 
upper division, except for a degree in physical education*  

rreshman and sophomore offerings remained as varied and as 
comprehensive as they had been before the status of the 
aohool was changed*
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Shortly after the fall senester of 1961 opened, 

John E*  Gray announced that he planned to resign as presl*  

dent oh January 1, 1962*  The board of regents then elected 
Ge A*  Wieberly to the position of actlng«presidente It was 
understood that Wimberly would not be a candidate for the 
position of permanent president and that he would serve 
only until a new president was selected*  On April 16, 1952, 
F, L, McDonald, director of the department of journalism 
at Texas State College for Women, was named president*  

Simultaneously, It was announced that Dean 0*  B*  Archer had 
been given the additional title of vice-president*

Under the direction of President P*  L*  McDonald, a 
re-appralsal was made of the physical facilities and the 
curriculum of the college*  It was found that additional 
buildings were needed, but that adequate funds were not 
available for their construction*  Also, it was determined 
that there was a need and a public demand for an expanded 
and liberalised curriculum*

In 1953, the Texas Legislature passed a bill that 
will provide for a twenty-four year building program at 
Lamar State College of Technology*  The measure, which will 
become effective on September 1, 1955, authorises the college 
to retain tuition and fees from students, thereby creating a 

building fund*  • •
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In Eay# 19u4, &n adalnietratlve reorganisation of 

the divisions and departments was made) this brought them 
wore In aooord. with other Institutions of higher learning*  

Schools of engineering, business, and arts and sciences were 
created, each headed by a dean*  Also, divisions of fine and 
applied arts, education, and vocations were organised*  Each 
of these was headed by a chairman*

Enrollment increased rapidly after the senior college 
was created*  Ey 1951, tlxere were 1,735 students enrolled 
for day and evening classes*  Ey the fall of 1954, there 
were 2,900 students*

Factors and personalities that have significantly 
affected the development of the college were presented in 
Chapter IV of this study*  The factors discussed werei 
education for veterans; scholarships, gifts, and endowments) 
athletics, health, and physical education) and admission 
requirements*  Hie personalities selected for special men
tion were C*  W*  Elngman, J*  K*  Combs, 0*  B*  Archer, John E*  

Gray, and F*  I*  McDonald*
Some of the guideposts that appear to point the way 

toward future development at Lamar Tech aret (1) plana 
that have been made for future development and expansion, 
(2) a changing emphasis on curriculum offerings, (3) esti
mates of future enrollment, (4) the implications of
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acoredlta tion, a»d (5) state-level plena toi*  co-ordinating 
higher education in atate colleges and univeraitiea in 
Tex&a*

Icmediately after F« L« McDonald became president, 
he directed the formulation of a master plan for future 
development*  The plan was then aubmltted to an architec*  

tural firm, with the request that a general site plan and 
an analysis of proposed buildings be prepared*  The archi
tects soon prepared a written report, which included a 
general site plan and suggestions for seventeen additional 
buildings*

There is evidence to indicate that the curriculum of 
the college will not be strictly technological*  Since 1923, 
there has been an obvious trend to include degree programs 
other than those of a scientific or technological nature*  

£y the fall of 19t5, Bachelor of Science degrees will be 
offered in twenty-one fields, Bachelor of Arts degrees in 
nine fields, and Bachelor of Business Administration degrees 
in seven fields*

There are indications that enrollment at Lamar State 
College of Technology will increase very rapidly in future 
years*  With a more liberalised curriculum and adequate 
dormitory facilities for men and women, the tire is rapidly 
approaching when the college will be more than a school for
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realdsnta of southeast Texase There is the possibility that 
within the next few years work beyond the bachelor1 s degree 
will be offered*  Also in attempting to estimate future 
enrollment, oonsideration must be given to the implications 
of the recent United States Supreme Court Decision regarding 
segregation*

As a junior college, lamar College was approved by 
several accrediting agencies, including the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools and the 
Association of Texas Colleges*  Immediately after the school 
became a four-year Institution, college officials began 
making plans for obtaining approval of the senior coliegee 
At present, March, 1955, the college has full membership in 
the Association of Texas Colleges and affiliate membership 
in the American Society for Engineering Education*  Appli
cations for membership in ttie Southern Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Schools and in the Engineering 
Council for Professional Development are pending*  r

The Legislature of Texas, in 1953, appointed the 
Texas Commission on Higher Education as a temporary body to 
study the present needs of higher education in the state and 
to recommend a co-ordinated system of statei*supported  higher 
education*  The Commission made a report to the Governor and 
to the Legislature in Eovemjer, 1954, and recommended, among
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other things, that a peraanonti Commiaalon on Higher Bluoatlon 
he created*  Official# at Lamer State College of Technology 
appear to favor the creation of a permanent commission because 
they believe that the leadership that could be provided would ,, 
outweight the restrictive effect*

The Changing Philosophy
The philosophy of Lamar State College of Technology 

has changed with the eeveral periods of Its Internal organi
sation. From the foregoing history, it is possible to 
identify several distinct types of philosophy in the life of 
this Institution*

From the creation of South Park Junior College in 1923 
to 1941, the philosophy of education held was that of local 
service, the nature of which was deteralned by the wishes of 
the patrons of the South Park Independent School District*  

Primarily, the theory of education was the same as that held 
by the public schools of this area, which was in- a large 
degree of a college preparatory nature*  After the name of 
the college was changed to Lamar College in 1932, the 
curriculum was expanded to appeal to more people। neverthe
less, the basic philosophy of the institution did not change 
as long as control remained with the South Park Independent 
School District*
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With the creation of Lamar Union Junior Collee® 

District In 1941, the philosophy underwent two major 
changese First, the area served by the college was greatly 
expanded• The junior college district was composed of the, 
same territory as that which was Included In the South Park, 
the Beaumont, and the French Independent School DistrictsJ 
however, the actual area served Included such cities as 
Port Arthur, Port Kechee, Sederland, Orange, and others*  

Second, the philosophy underwent a change from that of 
preparation for college or university to training in the 
following areast (1) terminal education in practical bual*  

ness, vocational, and technical fields; (2) post•employment 
training for adults; (5) pre*professional  training in such 
fields as engineering, dentistry, and medicine; and (4) the 
usual preparatory courses for entrance into senior colleges*  
Thus, the philosophy from 1841 to 1951 was characterised by 
efforts to make Lamar College a service center for much of 
southeast Texas*  These changes marked the emergence of the 
college from the chrysalis of the public school view of 
education*

After becoming a four*year  state Institution, 
controlled by a board of regents appointed by the governor 
of Texas, Lamar State College of Technology departed from 
the philosophy of responsibility to the local residents for 
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directions# without# however# becoming insensitive to the 
needs of this area*  The philosophy has now become that of 
serving the youth of the entire state in the areas of 
business# education# engineering# fine and applied arts# 
liberal arts# science# and vocations•

Since 1951# changes have been made so rapidly that 
the philosophy has been in a constant state of flux*  It 
seems fairly clear at this point# however, that the phllos*  

ophy of the institution is that which Is conmon to most of 
the orthodox colleges and Institutions of our time# both as 
to methods of teaching and purposes of education*

Thus# there has been a marked and fairly rapid shift 
in educational philosophy from that of a public school# 
college preparatory view serving a restricted and local area 
to that of a state college offering training on a four-year 
advanced level in a variety of fields*  Perhaps the future 
of the institution will hold an ever-widening goal of indus
trial training to the nation*  Then# the areas of service 
may be extended to include training In professional areas, 
such as law and medicine*  At least# the pattern of 
development in the past has been one of ever-expanding 
service*
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' II, RECOMKEMDATIONS

These reoommendatlona are made in the light of the 
findings of thia study and aa a result of personal opiniona 
that the writer has formed during his assocletion with the 
college,

First, the writer believes that a policy of continu
ous evaluation should be followed in relation to the 
curriculum. Changing employment trends, past enrollment 
figures, area needs and desires, offerings in other state 
colleges and universities, and sound pedagogical practices 
are acme of the factors that should be considered in thia 
evaluation*

Second/ there probably should be more community 
partiolpatlon in planning*the  curriculum than has been 
practiced in the past*  Since Lamar State College of 
Technology la situated in the center of the petro-chemlcal 
industrial area of southeast Texas, it should be possible 
to obtain from leaders in these industries many ideas and 
suggestions that would be useful. Also, for some types of 
training, facilities of the industries could be utilised as 
adjuncts to regular laboratory work that is conducted on 
the campus*
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Third, in view of the recent United States Supreme 

Court decision regarding segregation in public schools and 
colleges, it Is recommended that the board of regents and 
college officials give their immediate attention to the 
implicatione of non-segregation#

Fourth, it is suggested that long-range plans be 
made for offering work beyond the Bachelor*s  degree level*  

Better library facilities, additional teachers, new class
rooms, and improved laboratory equipment are needed before 
a graduate program would be practical*  Nevertheless, there 
is a demand and a need for that educational service in 
southeast Texas*

Fifth, it Is reccmanended that efforts be made to 
expand the area being served by Lamar State College of 
Technology*  Located in the center of industrialized south
east Texas and within commuting distance of approximately 
one-half million people, the college enjoys an enviable 
advantage over some of the other state colleges in Texas*  

There is no other state-supported college nearer than Sam 
Houston State Teachers College at Huntsville, and the 
nearest state technological college is the Agricultural and 
Mechanical College at Bryan*  With a well planned and varied 
curriculum, adequate dormitory facilities, membership in a 
regional accrediting agency, and a good public relations
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policy# it is reasonable to expect that Lainar State College 
of Technology should serve a wide geographical area*  

Finally, it is the writer*a  opinion that continued 
but intensified emphasis should be given to pre*employment,  

terminal and post*employment,  adult education*  Since the 
college became a four*year  school, attention has naturally 
been directed toward degree offerings*  It is suggested, 
therefore, that a study be made of the terminal and adult 
programa to determine whether current needs are being 
satisfactorily met*
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