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PRLFACE

After returning from military service in May, 10646,
the writer was employed by Lamar College. Since that time,
he has watched the school prosper both e&s a Junior ccllege
arnd as a foureyear technologicsl institution. Consequently,
he considers it a privilegs to record something about the
development and progress of the institution that hes been
80 much & part of his 1life since 1946,

In the spring of 1949, an agendum, somewhat sirilar
to the outline for this protlem, was submitted to Dr.

A+ Lo Kerbow, as & requirement for a courss that he was
teaching at the University of Eou%ton. Dr. Kerbow seemed

to bellieve that the toplc could be developed into a doctoral
study, With this encouragement, the writer began collecting
and agasembling data that were later used in this dissertae
tion.

The writer wishes to express his appreclation to the
many individuals who have asslsted 1n providing the informse
tion that was used in this study, President F, L. Mclonald,
Dean 0. B, Archer, and Registrar Celeate XKitchen at Lamsar
State College of Technology were helpful in meking available
college records and files, He acknowledges the assistance

that wes given to hir by Profeasors [l. R. bottrell,



iv
A. Lo Kerbow, Milo E. Kearney, 3, E+ Red, &nd L, %,

Hartsfleld, who served on the Committes., ke 1s sincerely
grateful to Professor June Hyer, Cheirmsn of the Committes,
for her understanding attitude and for her helpful sugses-
tions., Ee is particularly indebted to hia wifs, krs,

Nell MoLaughlin, whose valuable aid made it posaible to
complete the atudy in a much shorter time than would have

been otherwise possible.



ABSTRACT
- - STATHMENT OF THE PROBLEM

This study was an analysis of the development and
expansalon of Lamar State College of Teochnologys It revealed
how a specific collegs hes reacted to community and area
needaj it related some of the factors that brought about the
expansion of the institution; and 1t showsd some of the
changea in educetional philosophy that were occasioned by
the interacting needs of the college community.

SBOURCES OF DATA

The most important sources of data used for this
problem were: official college records, including reports
from the offlices of the president, the dean, and the
registrar; personal interviews with persons who have been
closely essociated with the evolution of the college; news
items and editorials in local newspapers; and theses and

dissertations written on similar subjects,
PROCRDURE

The soolal, sconomic, and geographical conditions
of southeast Taexas were outlined to indicate the background

for the establishment of e junior college in DBeaument., The
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Junior ccllege movement in the United States, with particue
lar reference to Texas, was reviewed to reveal how it
possidbly influsnced the oreation of a Junior college in
the South Park Independent School Distrioct in 1223,

Literature pertaining to the history of South Park
Junior College, Lamar College, and lLamar 3tato‘001195a of
Technology was examineds acts of the Texas Legislature that
arffected elther the junior college or Lamar State College of
Technology were inspectedy and interviews were arranged with
psrsons who have been closely asaoclated wlith the achools.
Pinally, the historical information was organiisd and pree

aented in chronological order.
SUEMARY

The need for higher education facllities in scuthe
east Texas, the effect of the junior college movement, and
the influence of L. R Pletzsch were some of the factors that
led to the creation of South Park Junior College in 1923,
The college was organized end controlled by the South Park
Independent School District end was considered a community
schcol, Inrollment increased from 125 in 1923 to 303 in
1931, with the most of the increase coming during the first
three years.

In 1832, the name of the school was changed to lamar
College. It remained a part of the public sohool district,



vil
with no material chenges being made in tljxe administration

or faculty. Then in 1940, Lamar Union Junior College District
was oreated, and Lawar College was separated from the South
Park Schools: %With new facilities and an enlerged curricue
lum, the college prospered.

A movement to expand lamar Collegs into & four-ysar
state~supported school culminated in the creation of lemar
State College of Technology in 1951+ 8Since thet time, the
curriculum has been liberaliged and expsnded to include many
areas of study, some of which are not of a technolegloal
nature,

Some guideposts that appear to indicate the course of
future development for the college are: (1) present plans
for the expansion of physical racilitlea.‘(Z) a changing
emphasis on curricular offerings, (3) &n estimate of future
enrolliment, (4) efforts that have besn mede to obtain approval
by accrediting egencles, and (5) state-level plans for

co~ordinating higher sducation in Texes.

The philosopby of lamsr State College of Technology
has changed with the several periods of its internal organie
zation. There has been a marked and rapid shift In
educational philosophy from that of a public achool, colleze
preparatory view serving & restricted and locel area to that
of a state eollege offering training on a four~year advenoed
level in a variety of fislds,
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CHAPTER I

IRTRODUCTION

I, THE PROBLEM

Statement of the Problem
" This study was en analyals of the development and

expansion of lLamar State College of Technology from the time
South Park Junior College was oreated in 1923 until 1985,

It showed how a specific college has reacted to ocommunity
and area needs, The study determined some of the siznifie
cant factors that brought about the expansion of the
inatitution and made clear some of the major changes in
educational philosophy occasioned by the interacting needs

of the college comnunity.

Limitations of the Study

S

It was not particularly difficult to record the
history of Lamar State Collegs of Technologye. Informetion
necessary for that part of the study was avallable from both
prizsryl'and sooondarye gources, Much more difficult,

i primary sourcsss sources such as documsnts or oral
testimony presenting firsthand evidence of a fect or event,

2 gecondary sourcess sources more than one step
removed from the orlginal fact or event} for example, & news=
paper editorial dy a special writer who has obtained his infore
mation fromr the eyewltness account of a newspaper reporter,



however, was the protlem of attempting to show how intere
acting needs of the cpmmunity made necessary many charnges
in the educational~pattofn of the college. In some
instances it was not possivde to determine whethser these
changes in philoséphy or ourriéular offerings were necese
sitated by community needé and demands or were a regult of

other forces.

Pogssible Use of the Study

This study has provided authentic informaticn for
those Interested in the history of Lamar State College of
Technologye. The study revealed that the educational
philosophy which has evolved is at least partly a result of
specifio factors and intsrrelated foroces within the commue
nity, and it ahould‘be of value to thoase who are attempting
to interpret and make provision for community and areea neesds

in sirilar institutions of higher learning.

Sources of Data

Some of the most important sources of data used for
this problem werss theses and dissertations written on
similar or comparable subjects; books and magazine articles
revealing information pertinept to the history and develope~
ment of the college; orrioial'eollega records, insluding
reports from the offlice of the dean, reports from the office



of the registrar, minutes of the board of education, and
bulletins published by the college} personal interviews
with persons who have been closely associated with the
evolution of the collage; and news ftems in local delly
newspapera, |

All of the above sources of data are not of equal
importance, - Some of them are of little value except for
securing a background for the real problem,

Objectives of the Studz

This study was made to record the history of the
developmont of Lamar State College of Technology and to
determine what specific faotors ruade negessary the svolue
tion of South Park Junior College into its present senior
college status., To draw conclusions concerning how a
particular college has reacted to community needs, it was
neceasary to make an anslysis of changes in the program of
the institution and to attempt to ascertain the reasons for

the ochanges,
II. DEPINITION OF TERM3

The terms used in & restriocted or specific manner in

this study are: Junior college, public Junior college,



Junlor college district, union district jJunlor college,
Junlor college movement, private jJjunlor ocollege, and .

curriculum.

Many definitions have been given for a Jjunior
college, end 1t 1s readily acknowledged that the term cane
not be defined in a few lines or paragraphs. It may be
that the best definition i1s found in terms of standards
established for Jjunior colleges by various accredltling
sgencles and states! lawa.a However, the definition that

most nearly applies in this study 13Aone of three given in

the Dictionary of Hiucation by Carter V. Good.

Junior college: an educational institution
reqguiring for sdmission as a regular student four .
years of standard high-schocl edutation or its equive=-
lent; offers two years of work in standard college
courses or thelir equivelenty two yesrs of work in
courses terminal in character and of collegiaste grade
and quality, or both such standard and terminal courses}
does not confer the baocalaursate degree.

A public ipnior collega 13 one of which oontrol is
veated in a boerd of control such as & board of regents,
board of trustees or board of edusation eleeted by the

voting public or appointed by a pudblic otrioial.5

S Thomas Luther Cox, “A Erief History of the Junior
College Movement in Texas," {unpudblished Baster's thesis,
University of Texas, Austin, Texas, 1948), P« 4.

4 Carter V. Good, editor, niet*cnarg,or BMucation
(New Yorks: MoGraw-Hill Book Company, InCe, 1045), Ds 200.

5 1v14., p. 231,




5
A Junior collepe district 1a a publicly controlled

Junior college organized in & separsate diatrict., The dis-
trict may eocinclde with s city or public school dlstricts

it may consist of two or more olty or public school dis-
trictss or it may consist or'an entire county or two or more
adjacent counties,®

A union district junior college 1s comprised of two

or mors contiguoua independent school dlstriets or two or
more contiguous common school dlstricts, or a comblnation#
composed of one or more independent sehool'dia;ricta or
common school dlstricts in the same county. Quaiitled voters
in such a territory may elect to establ;gﬁ“ahdhmaintain a
union district junior college which is ;oqtéolled1by a"
seperate board elscted from the diﬁt;iet at large byQa vote

-

of the people.” ‘ L

The junior collegs movement 1@ 2 term embracing the
growth, development, and status of the Junlor college in sll
its branches, especially during the twentioth o;ntury.a '

i -

4

8 1bid., pe 230,

7o, L, Trimble, Bupplement to the-The State of
Texas Publio School Lews, No, 485 (Publicatlon ©of State
Department of Lducation, Austin, 1947}, pp. 38=-49, olted
by Thomas Luther Cox, op. cit., pe 5.

8 Good, loc. 0ite
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A private junior college 1s s college of which the

econtrol 13 vested in & board of control, s single person,
or & number of persons not selected by pudlic vote of
appointed by public ofriciala.g

Curriculum is a term used in this study when

referring to either a systematle group of courses. or sequencs
of subjects requlired for graduation or a genorai ;vef;all ’

plan of the content or specific materisls of instruction thet
the school should offer the atudent by way of qualifying him
for graduation or certification or for entrance into a pro- -

fession or & vecational riold.lo - .

III. PROCEDURES AND TECEKILUES
Before attempting to rood;d the hiator§ of Larmr

8tate College of Teschnoleogy and before making an analysis:

of changes in the philosophy of the 1nah1tution resulting
from community and srea needs, it was necesssry to determine
the general background fbr the present oduoationalnarrangs-
ment and then make a detalled study of conditions &s they
aoctually existed at varioua stages in the growth of the

inastitution.

8 E__O_O.. olte.
10 1pe4., p. 113,



A study of the soclal, economic, and geographle
"conditlons of southeast Texas, with’emphaaia on Bsaument

and Jefferson County, wes mede to secure the necessary
familiarity with those aspbofa of the problem. Avallable
literaturg concerning the rise of the junior college in the
United 3tates, with partisular regard for the Junior'colloge
movement in Texas was surveyed; literature pertaining to the
hisztory of South Park Junior College, Lamar Junlor College,
and Lamar State College of Technology was examined; acts of
the Texas Logialnture creating tha various 3tate Colleges
were Iinspected; interviews were arranged with certain por-
sons whose influence affected the cqllege or who had firat
hand knowledge about aconomié, ps;isioal, soclal, or educa~
tional factors relating to the philoscpby of the college.
Finally, the historicsl 1nformﬁtion was organizcd in chrono=-
loglceael order with regard to the uobual grcwth and oxpansion
of the institution, ) '

IV. RZVIZS OF THE LITLRATURE

For background informsticn, it was necessary to
review avallable literaturs pertaining to the hiatory and
development of the city of Eeaumont and the South Park

School District. Three books worthy of notation were
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examined, Strattonll reviews the hilstory of Feaumont from
1848 until about 1924, Her account presents factusal ‘
material concerning the esrly days of the ;ity, but the
book 1s partiocularly 1ntereaﬁ1ng becausas 1t 1s written in
"readable, whimsical langusge &nd bristles with huéan ‘

nl2 A second publication of 1pportance 18 xeaumont 13

interest.
which was compiled by the Federal Writers Project ofithe %ork
Projects Adminiatration. It 43 one of & series of books on
Texas towns and cities, and information contained in 1t is
based upon 0ld records in the Jeflerson County Courthduaa.
upen ¢ld lettsrs, documenta, copleas ot pioneer nawapapers,
and interviews with some of the roundara of the city.l‘ it
1s more than & history, in that a part of 1t portraya the
contemporary soene as 1t existed at the tirce the book waa
written. The third book, Spindletop,l® tells the. story of
the Luces Gusher and the great Spindletop 011 field boom

which followed,

11 rlorence Stratton, The Story of Beaumont {a private
publication that may be found in the Tyrrell Public Library,
Beaumont, Texas).

12 ., B. Hocre, cited in Preface of book by Florence
Stratton, Op. clte, Pe Vi,

13 Feaumont (lioustons The Anson Jones Press, 1939).
4 1n14., p. 7. |

15 James A. Clark and Michel T. Halbouty, Spindlstop
{New Yorkt Random House, 198£2).
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None of the publications previously listed dealt

partiocularly with the South Perk School Distrioct; however,
histerical facts pertaining to the schools were lossted in
several places. A very brief unpublished hiaibfy of the
dlstrict by Ray_Asbury16 deacribes the growth and'nevelop-
ment of the school district from 1891 until 1953.. School
Eoard Minutes of the South Park School Dlstrict covering -
the pericd of time from 1913 until the ﬁroaent are avail-‘
adleg they were particularly useful in aub;tantiatingh&i§§$~ .

n 4

obtalined from secondary sources. , R

A large ﬁumbor of publiocations are avallable
concerning the Junior college movement in the United States, .
and considersbls work has been done-in tracing the movement'
in Texas., An inclusive review of the entire Junior coilego.
field prior to 1931 is given by Fells.l” He presents s
general overview ¢f the extent of the movement, Likewiss,
Koos,18 in 1924, made a thoroughhinveatigation of the
Junior college and evaluated it as & neéw educational unit,

Both of the studies listed adbove have been reviewed sc many

18 Ray Asbury, "Hiatory of the South Park Independent
School Distriot,” (unpublished manuscript, 1954).

17 walter Croaby Lells, The Junior College (Cambridge,
Massachusetts: FKoughton ¥M1fflin Company, 19%1).

18 1e0nard Vincent Eoos, The Junlor College ‘
(Minneapclist " The University of ¥innesota, 1924), Vola, I
and IX,
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times that they have become "clasasic" references in the
field. Practically the same thing could be said about
The Junior Cellege, Its Orgsnizetion and Administration

by Proctor.lg It i3 written from a prectical standpeint
by men actively working in the field, end the book isa 6:
particular value to those who are aceiing information
about educatlional trends of the 1920's,

The Junior College Journal,20 the official pudblle

cation of the American Assoclation of Junlor Colleges,
publishes'a.diieotopy of junior colleges each year in the
January 1aaua.d Xntarﬁntlon adout all Junior colleges in
the United States is inoluded in the direstory. Also,
from month to¢mon£h m;ny fins articles relating to the
Junior college ha;o been published in this periocdical.

The rirst;zl secord,®? and third®> editions of the

American Junior cdliigos ere suthoritative direstories of

P

L

1? Willlam M. Proctor, edltor, The Junlor Collepe,
Jts Organizetion and Administration (Stanford Univeraity,
Californias Stanford University Press, 1927).

20 yunior College Journal, aAmerican Counsil on
PMucation, Kashingtorn, l's Cey 5530-54ﬂ

21 walter &rosby Eells, editor, American Junior
Colleges (first edition; Washington, De Cet American
Council on BEducation, 1240).

22 Jyesss P, Bo ' ‘

. gue, editor, American Junior Colleges

(second editiong kashington, D. C:: Americen Counoil on .
Blucetion, 1948). . ' '

&3 Jesse P, Bogus, editor, Ameriesn Junior Colleges
(third edition; Waahington, De Cot American Council on .
Education, 1952). l




1l
Junlor colleges in the Unlted States., A brlef hlatory of
the junior college movement 1s given in each of the edltions.
84ince the books contain general information partaining to
.faes,lantranoa requirements, curricular uffaringa, student
aid, and housing, advisers and counsselors often use them as
~ basic references. ’

A number of master's theses have been written in the
fleld, Two of them are sufficlently pertinent to be |
menticoned here, Gomar,z4 in a study made in 1927, records
the evolution of the dlfferent types of Junlor colleges and
concludes with a review of the Hillsboro Junior College,
Hillsboro, Texas. Cox,28 in a thesis written in 1948, gives
& brief history of the movement in Texas, with special
reference to the periocd from 1930 to 1948, This study
includes a short history of each of the Jjunlor collegesz in
Texas.

In edditlion to these master's theses, at least dn@

dootoral dissertation should be mentioned, Von Roedar,ga

2% 5, R. Comer, "Origin and Development of the
Junior College with 8pecial Refsrence to Texas,"
{(unpublished Haster's thesis, Ths Unlveralty cof Texas,
Auatin, 1927).

25 gox, ope olt.

26 werbert Spencer Von Roeder, "A Study of the
Public Junior Colleges of Texes with Speclisl Reference to
the Curriculum,® (unpublished Doctorts dissertation, The

University of Texas, Austin, 1940).
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in %A 2tudy of the Public Junior Colleges of Texas with
Speaiil Reference to the Currioculum,” presents a survey of
public junior colleges in Texas. The dlssertation is come
pfehenszvor&nﬁ schelarly, snd 1t 2ncludes much data relating
ﬁo the sarly devslopment cfbjunior colleges in Texas. The
study wes done under the dirsction of, and was dedicated to,
Ure Frederick Eby. On the dedioezition pags of the study,
Von Reeder eaptly stated that Dr. Eby "has besn the gulding
spirit of the junior college movement in Texas 27T

4 study that ahould be given apecisl mention here
is u masterts theals that was writien by Esrl ILugene
Hutohinson®® in 1938. Hutchinson's work 1s an acoount of -
the history and development of Bcuth Park Junior College
and Lamay sellegé from 1823 until 1858. This study was
found to be historically sccuratej however, it was very

brief and wes not dedicated to the purpose of this work,.

e7 Ibid., dedication page.

28 pap1l K. Hutchison, ®History of Lamar Junior
College,” {(unpudblished Master's thesis, Texas College of
Arts and Industries, Xingsville, 1938).



CHAPTER 11
THE JUNIOX COLLEGE PEASE OF DEVELOPHENT

To provide a background for a study of the phllose
ophy of education at Lamar State College of Technology, it
is importent thst certain h;ahorieal end factual informae-
tion be presented., That will be done in this ahapb@r by
giving a brief resums of eventa that took place or condie
tions that existed in the Feaumont ares before the junior
#ollaga was organized et Bouth Park. Then, the general
Junier college movement in the United Btates, with speclal
reference to Texas, will be briefly reviewed., Finally, the
history of the Bouth Park Junior College and Lamar Junior
College will be outlined. |

I, OGBOOGRAPEICAL ARD HISTORICAL EBACKGROUNWD

Geographical FBackground

| Lamar Btate College of Technology is loeated in
‘the Clty efiﬁaéum@nt, Jerfergon County, Texas. Jefferson
Countyy oreated in 1858 frum,one of the original countles
of Texas, was organiged in 1837 and named for Thomss

Jefferaon.t The county 18 located on the coastal prairies

: i Texas Almanac (Dallas: A+ H. Bslo Corporaticn,
190564«1985), pe 5704
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of southesst Texss. It renges in sltitude from s:ia level

te one bundred fest, bas sn snnuel averags rainfall of
_&3.8$‘1nshes, end hag 8 mesn temperature of 68 aagrﬂ@a¢3
Jeffersen County is %euéﬁéﬁ en the nerih dy Herdin County,
on the east by Qranga County, and on the south by the Gulf
of ¥exico. Lavim; the Heches Rlver ss the eaatsrn coundary
and the Gulf of Hexlco &3 the southern boundary, 1t is
sultably 1@&#%@& for port facilitles, The Heches River is
navigeuvls for csa&ﬁ*gaimg vessela &8 far north a8 beauront,

whict is the secend lergagt port in TONE 8 o

Historicel fecksround

xi%§1§ more than & peneraticn ago Feaumont was &
small sewmill town of scutheast Texas, ﬁimﬁ&t overnight the
town bscame & clty eftsr the Lucas Cusher was bdrousht in on
January lﬂ, 1001.4
Spindletep &8 o 1ittls knov of land out of a swanpy
prairis in the souithesst sorner of Texes, & few miles

nerth of the Gulf of Hexicen. There, on January 1,
190, = new sge of humen progrsss was born when the

£ 1os. glts
< Ioide, Do E67.

¢ resumont (ﬁeustans The Anson Jones Press, 1032),
Pe 874
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first great oll gusher roared in, There and then
America was blessed with the supply of enerecy and
the Incentive to move up from & secondary position
in world affairs to that of undisputed leadership.®

Florence Stratton gives a different interpretation of thase

hectlo daysts

In the twinkling of an eye, Eeaumont, the slowe
moving, sawmill town of 9,000 people was converted
into a aeething, fighting, shouting mob of 15,000
money-mad edventurers. » « « All the oommon—plaoe‘
sources of more livelihood and legitimate profit were
forgotten, while every mind oentered its thoughts by
day and dreams by night upon the dark column spouting
through the derrick and recaring 1ts message of trease
ure racdy to flow into the hands of men, The merchant
left his desk, the clerk hls counter, the lawyer his
booka, and the laborer lald down his tools. Every men
saw the opportunity to make & million. « » % T.

On July 3, 1902, the Eesumont 01l Commission and
Boerd of Trade announcedt ' ‘ l

"« o » "Eeaumont is 8 city of £5,000 peopls . . ‘l
has four ipmense Jumber yards capable of 10,000 car
Joads per annum, the largest crseosoting plant in
America, thres of the largest rice mills in the Unlted
States, two large iron foundries, several planing
mills, sash, door and blind factoriesy shingle millsg
arm and pin factories for telephone and telegraphie
service; two extensive brick yards . .  &nd & new
flour mill,"7

5 James A, Clark and Michel T, Halbouty, Spindletop
(Xew Yorks Random House, 1952), p. 13. ’

© Flcrence Stratton, The Story of Fesumont (a
private publication that may be found in the iyrrell Publio
Library, Beaumont, Texas), p. 122,

7 Itides, pe 112.
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South of keaumont in 1202, three new refineries
wore being erected, and the Treadway Canal and Rice
Compuny was constructing a waterway twenty~eizht miles in
langth to irrigate many of the 44,000 acres of rice plar.ted
in Jefferson Countye. The prosperity of the hour wes pro-
olaimed in an editorial of the Beauront Fnteroriss on July

4, 19023 "te are independent of egverybody and averything."a

Encouraged Yy the necesalty for greater transportaw
 tion facllitlies end awakened by the thriving correrce of

the Port Arthur ship channel, leaders 1nft§o oity beocame
intensely interested in obttalining a doep water port for the
“¢ity. In 1904, Deaumont business ieAders. asaia:éd by
Congreseman Samual E. Cooper, renswed efforts to cobtaln a.
deep woter cansal to link the Eeaumonu_portlon of-the Hochea"
with the Port Arthur ship chennel.? The first Savine- w
Neches Canal waa completed on January 21, 192083 1t was "f
fifteen miles long er 100 réqc wide 0 QOn that day the i

following statement was rece in an aditoé;hl in the Feaumont

Fnterneiset

-

8 mittorisl in the Peaumont Enterpriss, July 4,

1202,
8 Pesumont, Ope clte, P« 114,
10 yr14., p. 115,
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Today the c¢lty and county ocelebrate the completion
of work long entiolipwted, a dream of the earliest
settlers in this seotione~the opening of the Sedbinge
Yieohes Canzle. This greet work opers to Ieaumont
opportunitlies » « « which are only lixited L; the
willingness and &bllily of hepr peopls to grasp them 1t

¥ith the growth of induutry and business the popue
lation of Feaumont UOared. with the 1naroasod populaticen

‘oame & need for moro and Jsetter lchoola.

Ferly History of thé South Park School

Even bsfore the discovery of oil at Spindletop, &
soall ona-teacher‘aohool waagorganizad in the ares of South
Farke The bullding was srected in 1893, on the Port Arthur
Road on property dOnatod By Georgo Boxcs. rha"riran tsacher
wa s J. #e Kinnear, Hr. Kinnenr atated that at one time he
attempted to teach eighty-five children in eight grades.
This l1ittles school was used until'tho discovery of oil in
‘ 1901, when & new school was bullt on Eighland Avenue. In
this new school ten teachers ware employed to teach the
children of the o0i1l field workers of 8Spindletop. This
bullding soon burned sand a four room bullding was erected

at Spindletop to take its place.la

: 11 pastortal in the [eaumont Fntepprise, January £1,
908,

12 w3, 9, Kinnear heviews Early IDsys of the Scuth
Park 8chocl System,* The Cumsher (S8cuth Park stusent news=
paper), Yay 9, 19835.
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In 1907, the first bond issue of £83,000 was voted
for 8 school for the chilldren of workers of Spindletop oil
f1e1ds,13 after the voting of iho bond issus, the first
bullding was erectad in 1908, The buildxng was socn inadew
quate, and a new eighteroom dullding was constructed. At
this time the Houth Park S:hools$ were known as Common
School Diatriot Xo. 6. This was oﬂnnged in 1915 by an Act
of th& Texas lLeglislature oreaiing the South Perk Inéependent
Sohool District. This mot or.isgialétion £ixed the boune
Garisg of the dlstrict as they had previously fziatcd.14

As an independent schcol district the South Park
Schoola continued to growe In 1316, it'waninocéqsary~to
add two wings to the overcrowded bullding. Thii bullding
was used from 1916 until 1928, and during this period of
time there was such ﬁ gradual inorease in enrolléent that
1t became necessary to provide sdditionsl duildings.l® 7To
obtain the funds for the needed huildings, bonds were
issued,.

13 stratton, op. oit., pe Bl.

14 peri =, Hutchlson, "History of Lapmr Junlor
College,” (unpublished Kaster's thesls, Texas College of
Arts and Industries, Kingaville, 1838), pe 3.

15 lone cit,
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Records indicate that on Septezver 18, 1921, the

school doard at South Perk wag apprised of the erowded oone
dition In some of the schoola in ths éistriot, It was
"moved and carricd that the board meet within thres weeks
to dlscuss the advisaiility of a bond lssus for tha aredtlon
of & high sokool building." ¥ Kot within the stilyulated
three waeka, but on Ootower &7, 1321, the school board - met
and corsldered a petition in writing sirned by R. L. Stuart
snd elighty-seven other persons esking that an ole@pion be
ordered for the purpose Br "purchasing, conatructing,
repalring, and equippiﬁg publle free aahooi buildings'qt'b;'
brick materisls, within the limits of the distriot.*17
Th.e sohool board declded to order a boad elsct{on for ‘
Dogember 3, lﬂél. Con;ained in the ¥inutes ¢f the Sehéci
Ioerd for October 27, 1921, are dabails-eonoeénlns the

v

-~

elections i . : .

It is therefore, ordered by the lvard of Trustees
of Scuth Park Independent fichoel Distrioct tilat an
alection be Leld at the South Park 5Scheool Lullding
within this District on the 3rd day of-Iegemier 1lu2l,
to datormine wheathepr the bonds of sald South Park
Independent School Tlstrict ashall be issusd to the

18 yinutes of the Scheol Foand of the South Park
Indepondent Disnriet, Geptemuer 1o, 1941e

17 1nid., Ootober £7, 1921.
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amount of Three Eundred Thousand Dollars ({300,000) to
besome due and payable serlally, as followss §7,000
on the 10th dey of April in each of the years 192% to
1926, inclusive, end bearing intersest not to exceed
six percent (6%) per annum, payable semi-annually, for
the purpose of purchasing, constructing, repalring,
and equipping public free scheol bulléings of brick
material, within the limits of sald School Listrict,
eand the purchase of the necessary sites therefor, end
whether there shall be snnually levied, asseased and
collected on all the taxable property in said District
for the ourrent year and annually thereafter while
8aid bonds cor eny of them, ere outstanding, a tax suffi-
clent to pay the current interest on said bonds, and
provide a ainking fund sufficient to pay the principal
at maturity.is

There 1s little evidence nhoiing that the psople in

South Park evinced particular interest in the bond elsction,

Practically no newapaper publicity was given to it, One

signi
on De

paits

vote

ficant news item appeared in the FPesumont :interprise

cember 3, 1621, the day of the election., It stated in

The proposed $300,000 bond 1ssue is for the purpose
of erecting a high schcol to relieve the congested
condition at the grammar school where the pupils of the
higher grades are now housed and to bulld & negro
school. The mein fight agsinst the bonds has been
that the emount 18 too great for what is to be done.
Friends of the issue assert, however, that the full
§£300,000 i3 necessary to bulld the structures needed
and oqulp trhem.,19 ,

Little opposition was shown to the 1ssue when the

was counted. On December 4, 1921, a news item in the

1921,

18 toc. git.

19 News 1tem in the Pemumont Fnterprise, December Sy
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Begumont Enterpride stated ti.at the votera of Soubth Park

favored the bond issue by 106 to ten,20 Althcugh it 1% not
ﬁno?p exactly how many qualified voters there were in South
. .‘?a}k at that tire, 1t appears that thse total number of votes
cast was very low. 8ohool records do aho; that during the
hehéol gosr 1921-22, there were 1,352 white children snd
08 negro'ohilqrnn attending public school in the dlstrlcty
that glves sone 1ndlcaﬁicn of the number of residents in the
4diatr§et. _
L The schooi board met on Decem.or &, 1921, and

declared the reasults of the electlion. Those resulis ag

they appear in the Einutes of the School Board sre as fole

-

- lowss

. On thils the 6th day of Lecember, 1921, came on to
be oonsidered the returns of sn eleotion held orn the
34 dey ©of December shsll be lssued to ths smount of
Three Hundred Thousand Dollars ($300,000), to bsocome
due and payable ssrially, as follows, §7,000 on the
10th day of April in each of the years 1902 to 1326,
inclusive, and §8,000 on the l0th dey of A;ril in
sach of the yesrs 1937 to 19860, inclusive, and vearing
intereat not to exsceed alx parcent (6X) per anrum,
paysble ssmiennually, for ths purpose of purcheasing,
constructing, repairin., end sguipping puslic free
school bulldipngs of Lrick materlial, within the limits
¢f sald Schicol Distriect, und the purchase of the neses~
sary sites treprsfor, and whether there shall be anrually
levied, assessed and collected on all the taxadbls pro-
perty in ssld District, for the current year and
annually thereaftsr while sald bonds, or any of then,

20 1vid., December ¢, 1021,
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are cutstanding, a tax sufflclent to pay the ocurrent
interest on ssld bonds and provide a sinking fund suf-
ficient to pay the principal at msturity,

And 1t eppearing from sald returns, duly and lawe
fully mede, that there werse cast at sald election 118
votes, of which number 106 votes were caat "FOR THE
ISSUANCE OF TUE DONDS AND THE LEVYING OF TEE TAXN IR
PAYKEXT THEREOFY", and 10 votes were cast "Against the
issuence of the bonds snd the levying of the tax in
payment thereof.*

It is therefore, found and declared, and so ordered
by the Board of Trustees of the South Park Independent .
8chool District, that a majority of the taxpayers '
voting at ssld election voted in faveor of the lssuance
of the said bends and the levying of sald tax, and
that, therafore, this Loard is suthoriged to issue
~8ald bonds and to levy, assess, and collect said tax.21

As a result of the passage of this bond isiue, the
taxpayers of South Park showed that they were ready to
estadblish and malntain a school system of the first class

.

for thelr children.B2 . .

=

I

1I. THE EPFECT OF T.E JUNIOR COLLEGE MOVEXENT

Even before the bond elestion in the South Park
Independent 8chool District in 16Z), business end educae
tional lsaders in Beaumont were considering the sdvisadie

lity of eatablishing some type of college or institution of

21 ¥inutes of tre School Foard of tle South Park
Independent District, December v, 192l,.

22 Hutchinson, Ope gite, Pe 4.
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higher leaming in the cormunity. The junior collegs move=
ment in other parts of t:e nation undoudbtedly had an effect
on the final decision to form & Junior college as & part of
the South Park Schools, By briefly reviswing that movement
in the United States, with ﬁarticular reference to Texas,
it may be possible to dgtorﬁine or estirste some of the

reasons for the organization of & junior college in the

. South Park Independent School District in 1923.

The Junior Collepe Movement in the United States

. It 1a Aifficult to mscertain the exact reasons for
the phenomenal development of Junior colleges in the United ‘
3tates, &nd ;c is not easy to tell exactly when or where
the idea first took forme As far as it is known, one of
the first suggestions for such & changs in American educk-
tion was contained in the inaugurel address of Henry P,
Tappan &8 preaident of the University of uléhlsan in 1852,
At that timoe he surgested the advisability of transferring
to the high schools that part of the work of the university
which he felt was distinctly secondary in character.,25 1In
1869, W, W. Falwell, in his inaugural address as president
of the University of Minnesota suggested the desiravility

25 galter Crosby Iells, American Junior Colleges
L]

(Washington: Ameriscan Council on iducailon, 40), P
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of tranaferring the "body of work for the firat two years |
in our ordinary American Colleges" to the secondary
schools .2 ' |

Prior to the statement of W. W. Fallwell, the
declsion to abolish freshman wnd sophomore work was made
and partiallﬁ carried out at the University of Gaorgii;
The decision was made by the trustees in 1859, and frékhman
work in the university was actually eliminated in 1862,
This deoision waa made bacnﬁao the chalrman of the pruden=
tial comnittee became convinced that the entering freahmcn
of "tender years™ were too young for university reeponaibi~
lities and "the foundation of failurs, if not of ruin 13 L
laid in the freshman and sophomors years of college 11re, "3
In 1862, however, the {natitution was virtually clogsed down
because of war ¢ondlitions, After the war the univeraity -
reopened, but the plan for eliminating the lower division
was not included in the new organization.ge

When the Univeraity of Chiocago was reorganized

under the leadersiip of ¥William Ralney Harper in 1892, the

24 LOG Bito

25 walter Crosby Eela, "aAbolition of the Lower
Division: Early History,® Junior College Journal, 631194,
Japuary, 1636.

26 locs 0lt.

hetpvataary
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first reel separation of upper end lower divisions within.
& college 6r univeraity was made ¢ " President Harper, somee
tizes called the "father of the junior college,” made the
freshman and aophomore work a'diatinct division which hea
called the "acedemic college,® while the upper two years
were known as the "university co;lego.“27 In.1896, the
lower division was given the designation of "junior collegs,”
&nd completion of it was mﬁrked by the title "Asscociate in
Arts." As far as 1t 18 known, this was the first uee of
either of ths.terpa.i‘k fow years later Presidsnt Harper
used the phrase "jun£;: college" to designate an institu-
tion antif&ly Alstinct from tgo university,28
¥illiem R. Harper, in a decennial report covering
the peiiod oloaﬁﬁg July 1, 1902, dlscuassed the experlence
of the University of bﬁioago with t@e Junior college, He
pointed out that the a&;antagoa ©of asuch an arrangement sre
fivefolds ' o
(1) Many'itudenta'will find it oonvenlent to give

up oocllegs work at the end of the sophomore yearg :

(2) many students who would not otherwise do 80, will

underteke at leaat two years of college work; (3) the

professional schools will be able to raise their

standards for sdmission, and in many cases, many who
desire a professional education will take the first

&7 Eells, American Junior Colleges, op. cit., P. 1ll.

28 Loc. sit,
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two years of college worky (4) many acadexies and kigh
schools will be encouraged to develop higher workg
(5) many colle;es which have not the means to do the
hnder this eirangement o do the dower workeSD o
Koos, writing in 1525 about pub110~3unior colleges,
said that the 1noreage in the number of junior oollpgea -
. mgintained by city, high school, or Junior collezge dise
triots bas been nothing short of noﬁabl;.so The first eof
these publioc Junior'colleges was established in connection
" with the high school at Jollst, I1linols, in 1501.52
Another was oatabilahed at about the same time.in Goshen,
Indisns, but it hes since been discontinued.S2 .as far as
it may be accurately gaoertained, tgiftzryix aimi}ar 1pat1-
tutions were in operation by 1951.53 i )
It was in Californie that the junior-cbllegé iove-
ment had its most aigniri&ant development. The Firat

juﬁior collegs in that state was organiged at Freanc in

29 1bid., p. 12.

S0 Lecnard V. Koos, The Junior Collepge Movement
(Dallsst Cinn & Company, 1925), pe 4

51 prederick L. Fhitney, The Junior College in
Amorioca (Greeleys Colorado State Teaoner'a College, 1928),

Pe §4
32 KéOS’ ODe cite, Do 4.
53 1oc. ott.
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1910.%% Prom the beginning 4t wes spoken of as & "twoe
year postgraduete” or "junier college,” &nd on July 15,

1910, sn erticle appeared in the Callrornliinekly. entitled

"The Fresne Junior Céllege,” in which the supserintendent of

*

schools salds

’

The above title may appear rether high-soundingg
yot when one contemplates the purpose of the ast of
the legilslature of 1007 authoriging the astablishment
of postgraduate high achool courses "which shall -
approximate the studles prescoribed for the first two
years of university courses,” the_title, "junior col=
lege" may not seem inappropriate.S® ’

After the Fresno ethﬁlo, the Jjunior coilege idea
grew rapidly in Celifornla. Py 1917, there were at least -
alxteen junlor colleges in existence ;n the atato'with an
enrollment of rore than 1,100 students, and in 1821, there
were eighteen with an enrollment of approximately 1,500,
That did not mean that only two.new Junior college depar;-
ments were orgenized between 1917 and 1921, because during
that time several of the older institutions suspended '

operations.>8

34 walter Crosby Fells, "Junior College,"
Encyclopedias of Xducational Research, (Walter S. Xonroe,
editor; revised editiony Lew Yorks Ths Maco¥Xillan Company,
1982), pe €31 :

58 Cs Lo Mclane, "The Fresno Junior College,"
Salifornia Weekly, July 16, 1910, cited by Walter Crosby
Bolls, Americsn §un10r Colleges, op. clt., P« 22,

36 Eslls, American Junior folleges, Op. clt., p. 23,
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By 1921, the Jjunlor college waa slowly but surely
finding its way into Amerlcan educationj however, the
perlod of 1tas most rapid growth came & few years later,
Generally, it developed in one:of sbout four ways: high
achoola were ralsed to junior céllegesz small fdur»yesr
colleges have sometimes been cut d9wn to junior colleges;
independent Junior colleges have been established outrightj
and the entire movement hgg been aided and aocompanied by
the segregation or elimination of lcewer division work in
universitisas and senior oo}logen¢37
In disoussing Juniorloollegéa Carl B, Seashore
saids ' |
The junior college movement 1s perhaps the most
slgniflicant mass movement in higher education that
this or any other country has ever witnessed in an
equal period of tire. + o 58
In ad@ition,'hé stated that many elements in the changing
order dbefore and after the first ¥orld. Var served as a
background for the emergence of the Junior ocollege. Qaoted
in part are some of the factors that he listed as being

significanty

57 Ivi4., p. 17.

58 car1 =. Seashors, The Junior (ollege ¥ovement
{New Yorks Henry Holt and Company, 1940), Preface, pe 1il.
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Rise in ths sducational) level. Firat of thess X
should say is tue phenomenal increase in the demand
and facllitlies for hi,uer education Iin Americas ¢ .« «
The expanslion has come largely from & constituency of
& different order from that wilch filled the standard
college a few years aso., It 13 the upper middle ¢classa
which 1s demanding education for practical lifs rather
than the acholarly erudition. « . «

The capstone ¢f the secondary system. «  « The
£irat two years of college kre essentially the
capatone of secondary educationgy they constitute a
rounding off of types of general orientation which are
ossential as & groundwork for the scholarly pursuits
which are entered upon at the beginning of the univer-
sity in Buropean institutions and of eorrssponding age
;t the beginning of the Junior yvar in American col=

Q@Z6Bes s « ‘

Vocational or seri-professionsl demsnds. « « » e
are now facing a new awakening to the effect that
below the strioctly professional, we have the semie
professional and skilled ococupations which demand
education adapted to that large mass of our Ameriocan
people who are not “yeing to be the scholars but rether
the workers in their respective fields in the countless
avenues of industrial, governmental, sociel, srtistic,
&end religious movements,

» ¢ ® 8 & * a4 & & & & A& & ¢ & s 5 5 ¥ ¥ & 8 ¢ s s & 3
The expression of democragy and & defense of
demoeracye. Ouw Amerlican expansion in learning, both
theoretical and practioal, i1a an essential expression
of our national theory of Camocracys » s « Democracy
cannot oompete with the totalitarien states in the
mechanizatien of science and teohneclogy for efficlency;
but if our form of government is to survive, 1t wiil be
due in part to the free and generous ssaumption of
. responsibilities in the co-operative life of ocur
people--and this requires preparsatory educatione s « «

Adult Education. Things have moved so fast educa=-
ticnally {n the present century thet we arse now
thoroughly arcused over the possibility of rwaking up
for the "lost® privilegeas of education in ocur present
genaeration of adults., Disregarding age and school
days of the conventional sort, the intelligent American
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people a3 & class are rushing in for privileges of
adult education both public and private, both inatie
tutionally and 1in general ways of self-help. « « »
The moat loglcal unit for the sponsoring of thils
development as & community interest 1s now largely
in the junior college,

® » 2 B 5 & 9 » A & & 5 & 5 & ¢ 2 & & 8 b & B B s s
Socisl Intelligence. In the current junior collegse
movement social intelliigence 1a made a core~curriculum;
that is, provision 18 made for the traininy of the
future citigzon, not so much for specific voocations as
for intelligent and competent meeting of the responsi~
bilitles 4in national and community services and & resl
understanding of opportunities and ooligations in the
praggloal l1ife of the community oy participation in
it.

In explaining or Justifying the junior o0llege as
ean integral part of the Americen educational syatem, Hay L.

Shew in the introduction to The Junlor College by William

-

¥. Proctor said: .

s » It 18 & necessary corrective for the insde-
quaclies of the long-established American system, It
symbolizes the gegsation of the fetish-worship of the
numeral 4-«four years in the high school and four years
in the college~-which has resulted in those ertificial
divisions of Americsn education slong certain soclal
1§nea4gogard1ess of the requisite tralning of the
mind, u .

The Junior College quemenf in Texss

In Texas, privete. junlor colleges led the way in so

far as the junior collega‘movcment was concerned. In fact,

b

59 1bid., ppe S-ll.

40 wi1l1iam M. Proctor, The Junior College (Stanford
Universitys Stanford University press, 1927), Preface, p. %.
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the first junior colleges in Texas were private denomina=-

tional achools.tl

During the ;atter part of the nineteenth century
there were several obllegos in Texas and other southern
states, under the'sponaorapip of the Raptist Church, which
were offering four~ysar courses. Xany of these colleges
were smell and nzar}y &1l of,tﬁem were heving financlal dife-
fioulties,*2. In an aiéempt to solve some of the provlema
confronting thbae'oollegoa, yho Ameérican Daptist Education
| Society declded to orgenize all of their colleges into a
"sorrelated system emoédying the junior college princie
ple,"‘.“3 with Baylor-ﬁniversit; at Waco, Texasa, &t 1ts head.
This plan was put into effect in 1897=-1898. It worked out
favorably, and 1t was not long until private colleges of
- other denominations devised gimilar plana.‘“ By 1922,
_there wore fifteen privately controlled junior colleges in

the state.

41 pervert Spencer Von Roeder, "A Study of the
Public Junior Colleges of Tezms with Specisl Reference to
the Curriculum," {(unpuclished Doctorts dissertaticn, The
University of Texas, Austin, 1940}, p. 1ll.

42 Thomas Luther Cox, “A irief History of the
Junior Cellege ¥Kovement in Texas,™ (unpublished Master's
thesis, The University of Texas, Austin, 1948), p. 34.
43 van Roeder, loc. oit.

44 Cox, ODs« O'it.’ P 38,
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It took longer for public Junior colleges to
develop in Texas, When Koos mads his astudy, he found that
there was only one publlic junior college in Texas in 1922.45
That college was the El Paso Junior Colleze which had orie
ginally been chartered in 1917 &8s The College of the City
of El Paso, In 1920, i1ts status was changed, and the doors
were oaned 28 the first iunloipally controlled junlor cole
legs in Texas. The El Paso Junior College contiﬁuad until
1927, whan it was oonsolidated with the Texas School of
¥ines and uetallurgy.46

Not to be confused with pudblic junior colleges as the
term 1s used in this study, but important in their own right,
wers the two state junior 0011930547 that were taken over
in 1917 by the Thirty-fifth lLegisleture of Texes: John
Tarleton College at Stephensville, and Grubbs Vocaticnal
School {later changed to North Texas Agriscultural
College) at Arlington. Thess oolleges were organized as

stete Junlor colleges in 1917, and they were placed under

46 Koos, ope cite, po 659,

46 Coxy; Ope €1te, De 56,

47 state Junior college, a junior college controlled
by a state appeinted or elected board of control and usually
established by a apecilal act of the leglslature,
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the coﬁtrol of the board of regents of the Agricultural
and Mechanical College of Texas.i8

The next public Junior college to be corsated in
Toxa® was Wichita Falls Junior College whioh opened its
doora to studente in 1922, The name was changed to Eardin
Junlor College in 1036, In 1048, 1t became & four yesr
- institution, and it hes beon renamed ¥idwestern Univerw
aity.‘g |

The year after olacses were begun at Wichita Falls
Junior College, South Park Junior.College in Beaumont was

ready for its first student body. -

IIX. BOUTH PARK JUNIOR COLLECE

The Influence of L, R, Pletzach

The idea for organizing a Junlor college in the. .
South Park Independent School Distrigﬁ wes undbubtedly bon-
celved by L+ R. Pletzsoh, suparinteﬂdant of schoola for khe
distriot from July, 1613, until April, 1924. Undenladbly,

Supsrintendent Pletzasch was a man of great engorprise,

48 yon Roeder, op. cit., p. 14,

. 49 Jesse P. Bo ‘
logue, editor, American Junlor Colleges
{third edition; Washingtoﬁ, De. C.: American Councll on

. Bducation, 1952), pe. 458,
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intelligence, and viaion. and he left & lasting lmpression
on several educatlional inatlitutions of Texaas. Probably his
groatést single achievement, however, was the part he
played in the establishment of the South Park Junlor College.
In an attempt to explain some of the reasons for his decie
gion to press for the oreation of such a college, & brief

summary of his background, tralning, and experience is pre-

‘sented,

L« R. Pletgsch was born of German parents near the

.1ittle town of Welmer, Texas, in 1880. It is reported that

‘the boy was abvout ten yeara of ege before he learned to

speak English, for Cerman was spoken excluaively in the
home o Wﬁen he was elght years of age, the famlily moved to
Egcﬁ B;rnard, end 1% was there that young Pletzsch attended
public school. He was graduated from the public schcols at
East lernard and then attended Ellnn Memorial College at

Brsnham, Texas, for two years. Following that, he taught

sclool for two years in a rural community neer the family
home in Fast Eernard. After that experience in the teach=

ing profession, he decided to enter the Univeraity of Texas

and study engineoring.so

t .

s 50 Tnterview with ¥rs. L. R. Pietzach, August 10,
954
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L. R. Ploetzoch was graduated from the University of
Texas in the spring of 1907 with a degres in eleatrical
enginesring. Immediately thereafter, he acospted a Jjob as
a péorossicnal engineer at Cameron, Texes. He worked there
during a part cf the summer or until he saw an advertige«
ment in s Eousion newapaper atatingAthat 8 sclence teachepr
was needed in the Isaumont City Sohoocls. He accepted the
Job in Leaumont and taught sclence in Beaumont Hlgh School
for ona year {1607-1908) and was then elected principal of ' . o
¥illard Elementary SOﬁool {Beaumont). He served in that‘
capsoity for four years or until he waas elected County-
© Superintendent in 1912+ Kils tenure in that office lasted
oniy-rrom January, 1913, until July, 1913, when he was . .
elagted aqperintendont of the South Park Schools. Supeiin-»ih
tendent Pletgsch remained st South Park until he resigned - .
in April, 1924, to sccept & position as clty manager in )
fesumonts After serving there for & few months he reaigned,
and soon therealfter was aleoted superintendent of the ‘J
French Schools (Feaumont), where he remained for two years,
Later, he served successively as superintendent of the
Nederland and Alvin schools for nine and three ysars rese-

pectively. In 1939, he moved back to Fesumont as a
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representative of the Practical Drawing Company, and the
following spring, April 1, 1940, he dled,5}

Acscording to Mrs. L. Rs Pletzach, the decision to
organlize & Junlor college in South Park was made only after
long and c&rorul study of many aspecta of the problem. Nrs.,
Pietgach sald that her husband first becames intenasely
interested in the Juniof college movement wtile enrolled in
summer school at the Univeraity of Chicago in 1918, and
between 1918 and 1921, hé read and atudied everything that
could be obtaine& concerning Junlor colleges. IHe visited
several of them for specific information and ideas, and by
1221, he was firmly ccnvinced that a junior college was
needed in South Park.52

q Jﬂ‘J. Vinoent, aa'aupefintendent of schools for the
Scuth Parﬁzindopendent School District from 1947 until the
present and a perscnal friend of L. R. Pietzsch for many
years, aaid that he Lelleves Superintendent Piletzsch had at
least three reasons for deéiding to put forth an alleout
effort to open a jJjunior college in the fall of 1923, First,
Flotzach was convinced that the junior college as an educa-

tional unit was feasible as an integral part of the

51 Lﬁﬁt git.
52 rnterview with Ers. L. Re Ploetzach, July 23, 1584,
93 Interview with J. J. Vincent, August 19, 1954,
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secondary school at South Perk., Second, the senior class
&%t the South Park High Sshool for the l922-23 achool year
contained an unusual number of exoeption‘lly bright stu-
dents. Meny of them were not financielly sble to leave
their homes to a&ttend collegse, and Pietrsch thought this
would be a way for them to continue their education. Third,
the superintendent wanted to avold criticism by taxpayers
for spending $500,060 for & lerge, rew high school building
when & smnl;er end less expensive bullding probably would
have sufficed. By utilizing a part of the bullding for
Junior college classes, public.censurs might be avoided.
Vincent said that the very fact thst the entire third floor -
of the building was used ag a junior college in later years
is evidence thatAtho bullding was toohlargo for high school

needs slcne,

A Comrunity Collegs &t South Park

No record has been found indicating that prior to
the passage of the $300,000 bond election on Lecember 3,
1921, the school board of the éouth Park Independent School
Cistriot officially discussed the crestion of & Junior cole
legs in the distriot. It is known that the matter had been
informally debated by school board members, citizens, and
high‘achool students. Evidence of student interest is
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revealed In a story that appeared in the Besumont ‘

Enterprisblon‘neoember S, 19621; a part of which followst

"$nspection,

One of the interesting features of the elaction was

the appeal madse by the school children attending South
. Park, In Ths Gusher, 54 the school publication, an

entire pudblication was devoted to the dond issue., An

appeal issuved on the front page and addressed to voters

was! . &+ » "We address you on the eve of the election

held for the purposa of deciding whether thias come ‘

munity shall erect & new.high achoc% buildinge=-possibly
e junior'collegc in the 4istriet,"S

The first ogricinl act relatins to the creation of

I t" d % v

. & junior collego ‘cams on January 5, 1922, when the school

board authorizad thersuperintondentgto viait several 6L the
Junioxr colleges in thia state ror the purpose of gathering
information to detormino the adviaabilgty of providing col-
lege facilitles in the new high school that was to be -
erected b8 _ , |
During the 1922-23 school yesr a survey wné mede in

the coﬁnty to determine the number of high school graduvates

'who were continuing thelr educatlion at colleges or univer=-

‘8itles, The survey showed that from eight to ten per cent -

-

54 That 1ssue of TIhe GCusher is not evailabls for

55 News 1tom in the Eeaumont Enterprise, Decemoer 3,

1921,

56 Einutes of the School Board of the South Perk
Independent District, January by 1022,
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of the students in the county were continuing thelr
training. .These resulis and Superintendent Pletzach's favore
able report after he had visited Qeveral Juntor colleges,
prompted the school board tq_hake definite plans for opening
a junior collega.57

' Superintendent Pletszsch énd.hia asscclates worked
diligently during the 192223 school yesr with plans for
the new college, and on May 5, 1923, the school board
authorized the superintendent to "employ such teachsrs as
are neesded for a junlor college and permitted him to offer
salaries to such teachers as heads of departments not to
exceed $2700 for nine montha,"®8 A few days latér, ¥ay 19,
1923, he was authorized to expenﬁ such funds aa are necesge-
sary for advertizing thé college, and permission was given
to have snnouncements and circulars printed.59 Superine
tendent Pletgsch, having led the move for the junlor
college, was selected by the school board on May 31, 1923,
to be president of the South Park Junior College and super-
intendent of the South Park Schools at a salary of §5000

57 Hutohlnson, op., cit., pe 6,

58 Minutes of the School Foard of the South Park
Independent District, Nay b, 19£3e

59 1p14,, Xay 19, 1923.
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per year. C. W. Bingman was elected dean of the college

and prinocipal of the high school at a lalaéy of §3600 perxr
year,50 '

During the late spring and early summer of 1825,
President Pletszech selected the faculty for the new college.
On July 7, 1823, the school board approved the employment
of the teachers recommendsd by the president; however, the

salaries for these teachers were not approved until

" September 23, 1923,61

It was a Aifflcult task for ths president to esti-~
mate the number of faoculty members nesded for the college.
With;ut & precedent to go by in so far as past enrollment
was concerned, it was imposalidble to predict socurately the
8ize of the firat student body. The number of teachars
finally decided upon was fourteen, all c¢f whom, exceyt one,
were scheduled to teach some olasses in high school 62

The deoision to utilize the same teachers feor
collegs and high school instruction was undoubtedly in
accord with President Pletzsch's philosophy concerning the

60 1v1d., May 31, 1923,

2 Ibid. » Septem.er 23 Py 1023,
62 '

News item in the Beaumont Enterpriss, August 15,
1925, )
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Junlor collegea. According to O, L. Archer, one of the

first teachers at the college, end now dean of Lamar State
College of Technology, President Pletzsach Lelieved that the
Juntior college wn; an integral part of the aeoondaryu;ohool
ayatem.63 Thia:bhilosOphy was alao réfldctod by the school
board action in making the superintendent of schools a come-
bingtion supa%intandenc and president and in making the '
higk sohool prlncipal a combination principal and dsan.
Prior to the opening of Eouth Park Junior College
oﬂ‘septemﬁbé 17, 1923, an attempt was rade to make the pub=~
lie awarQ of tﬁ} new school., Very l1little of the publiocity
was printed in eithsr of the daily newapapersi nevertheless,
President Pletsch and Dean Bingman mailed eirculars and
bulletins to meny prospective students, and they personally
contacted as many of thém &8 they could, During the summer
of 1923, & aﬁnlL bulletin or catalogue was prepared and
published for distribution to interested students. This
publication was not considered &an annual bulletin, for 1t
was very small and contained only limited Information about
the college. Probably the most important thing in 1t was a
well forrmlated statement of the purpose of South Park
Junior College. '

€3 personal interview with O, B, Archer, August 9,
1964, .
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South Park Junior College offers studants &n cppore
tunity to continue thelr education beyond the high
school at much leas expense than similer work at & uni-
versity would involve, and brings the student, through
smaller olaasses than the universities cen cf necessalty
allow, intc closer and more individual touch with hils
instructora, Junior College eredita will be accepted
as reguler college oredits at 111 of the leading uni-
veraities,

Through varioua college activities students become
fariliar with the prinolples of student government and
organigation., Among the most prominent astudent activie
ties may be mentioned: Literary Socletlies, Dedbating
Clubs, Ulee Clubs, Iramatic Clubs, Orchesirs, and -
Athletics in all of 1its forms. .

The purpose of the Junlor College is throe rold: to
offer the first two years of genersal university work to
those who intend to complete their educaticn elsewheref
to offer the first two years of general university work
required to those who plan to snter the professional
schools, such as those of law, mrdicine, and enginsers
ing} to offer practical, dbuasiness preparation courses
to those who do not intend to. continue their education
et higher inatitutions.bt® )

It is interesting to note that the pufpoio;ot the
g6 as stated in annual catalogues was‘notsﬁntarially

ed for many years. In the Secohd Annual Fulletin of

The South Park Junior College, an addition was made to the

last
state

menta

sentence of the lest paragraph of the purpose as
d sbove to include "and teo prepare teachers for ele-

ry school work."65 After that addition no ohsen.e was

Pe Vo

64 south Park Junior College, Fullstin, 1923-1924,

68 South Park Junlor Collegs, Second Annual Bullstin,

1925-1926, Po Be
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made until 1941, when the college was completely separated
from the South Park Independent School District,56

The Eulletin for 1923-24 also astated that all
students would be charged a tultion fee of $90.00 payadle
in installments of &45.60 for each semsster. A matriculae
tion fee of £5.00 was charged at the tire the application
for admission was madej however, this spplied on the tul-
tion for the first semester at the tine of registration.b7
Prior to the beginning of the fall semeater, the school
board decided that students iiving within the bounds of the
- South Park Independent School District would not ve
requirod to pay & fuihioh fes. but would be essessed a
matriculation faeo and be roquired to pay a laboratory fee
.to ‘eover tho cost of material netually used. The board also
decidgd to sallow out~of-district students to pay the equie
valent of ons month’s tultiéon and to sxecute the balance in -

" the rgpm of notcs,‘bayublé monﬁhly.ea

e
-

66 Lamar College, Catalogue, 1941-1942, p. 24,
7 South Park Junior College, Fulletin, 1923-1024,

Pe Ta

68 Minutes of the 3chool Foard of the South Park
;ndepenaent District, Geptemcepr 14, 1920
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On Septemher 4, 1023, a news item in the Feaument

Enterprise stated that "the South Park Junlior College will

open September 17, 1923. . « « the opening of classes will
find the aschool system equipped with one cof the most compes
tent faculties in the state."%?  The next day the Beaumont
Enterprise quoted J. ¥, Hall, State Director of the Tracse

and Industrial Department of the Texas State Dspartment.of
Educstion as saying: "you have here one of the finest -
collections of bulldings and equipment I have seen sanye
where . o o o"70 ) "

Two days befors the college opened 8 news report
giving wmore detalled and'specifgg information about the new

scrool appeared in the Eesumont Enterprise. Pertinent

excerpts from that articls are qdbtedlua followss

South Park Junior College, sesond of ite kind in
the state of Toexas, will opsn its doors Monday rorning
2% nine o'clook . « « "Just what our first day's
enrollment will be is & matter of csonjecturs,” said
L. R, Fletzach. "We would call eighty students & good
enrocllmsnt. A hundred students the first dey would be
excepﬁ%gnal for the initiel year of an institution 1ike
this, :

The newspaper article on September 18, 8lsc gave

information about entrance requirements, where classes were

69 Yews item in the Feaumont Interprisa, Septemcer 4,

1923,
70 1n1d., Angust 15, 1923,
71 I1vid,., Septemver 15, 1683,
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to meet, end s general description of couracs to be offeredt

South Park Jhnlor College 1s now virtually oomplete
and is splondidly equipped to handle the college
wOrk « » « « The entire third floor i1s reserved for
college students who will not mix with high school stue
dents during c¢lasa time, The study hall and library on
the main floor will be for the use of Yoth o o ¢ »

Collegs students will attend claasses six days a week
&8 in regular colleges. Each recitation perlod will be
an hour, Rules and regulations about entrance and -
carrying courses are the same as those governing the
Univeraity of Texas . + o o

The South Park Junior College offers courses leading
to bachelor of arts, law, medicine, engineering,
sclence, home economics; and dusiness adminlatration.
Commerclal courses, musido coursses, &néd courses in
méchanical exrts are also offered « o« « & b

The college plant makes a splendid appearance, with
its sixteen-acre campus, including lerge athletio
fields, tennis and basketball courts, its new mein
bullding, home. economies bulléing, and the mechaniocs

bullding, representing a toisl outla; of $£400,000 on
ths part of the South Park District.’®

A significent point ‘that should be emphasized in
connaction with the newspsper account quoéQd above. is that
from the day of its 1nceptlon,'South Park Junior College
looked to the University of Texas as its "gulding light.”
The statement that "rules and regulations about entranca and
carrying courses are the same as thosse governing the
' University of Texas" 1s an early indicatlon that the
Eeaumont school would work very closely with the Unlvefslty'

It was only a few -day= later that another news story in the

e ce Clte ' :"

L I e ]
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Feaumont nterprise emphasized that the courses at the

college were 80 arranged that oredits would be recognized by
eny college in the ooﬁntry, and that it was by the *Uriver-
oity of Texas plan that the couraes were laid out."7o

' The college opened 1t. doors for regiatration on-
September 17, 1823, It was & ralny, dreary day; neverthe-
leas, one hundred students registered. The Feaumont afters

noon newspaper, the Beaumont Journsl, noted that the

enroliment exceeded all expectations and that a oconsicderanle
number of ocut-of-town students were among the early regiso
trants, ¥ .By‘éhe end of the week a total of 126 students

- had registered. )

Thus, President Pietzsch's dream for & junior college
in Eeaumpnt baoame a realtty. ¥ith rourceen qualified
college fagulty memgera, 128 atudenta, and adaquato finan-
elal baoking rurnished by the South Park Independent School
District, 1t was _possible for the administration, faculty,
end school board to look toward the future with confidence.

Probably the most important thinz that happened
durin, the_1?25-24 oollqge year was the rocognition of the

L N

73 Ivid., September 17, 1923,

74 News item in the Peaument Journal, September 17,

1223,

N
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school ai e first class Junior college by the Texas State
Department of Eﬂucation;va In April of 1924, President
Pletzeach attended the annual meeting of the Texas Assctla~
tion of Colleges and presented to that organigation informae
tion concerning entrance requirements, courses offered, and
faculty standards. At this meeting, South Park Junlor
Cdllege was given filrst class Junior college affiliation.

An article in the Beaumont Journal revealed something of ~

the importance of this recognition.

s o o This affiliation was the first “high light" .
"in the history of the institutlion, for it 18 a matter
ol record that South Park Junior College is the first
college in Texaas that has ever received its affilis-~ -~
tion with institutions of older rank on the first year
of 1ts work. This was made posaible, first, because
of the rating of the faculty, and second, becauss
approximately fifty per cent of the astulents who .
attended college during the first session had complew
:ed one term or more of work in one of the state ¢ole

eges,

On Apr11.15, 1924, at a regular meeting of bhehgputh_.

Park School Board, 1t was decided that a copy of a letter
received from the State Department of Education eoncerning .
" the recognitlon be placed in the regular wminutes of the
board. Thatifsztef'is quoted belows

I have the plsasure to Inform you that State
Superintendent 3, ¥, N, Marrs has approved the

75 1p1d., hugust 1u, 1925,
76 E_ﬁ_c cite
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recommendation of the State Doard of Examiners for
the recognition of South Park Junior College of
Beaumont, Texas, &8 & first class Junior college for
1923-24 and subsequent years,

J« Re Reed, Chalrman
Loard of Exeminers7?

A fow waeeks before the above mentioned letter was
received, the school board at South Park had unanimously
agreed‘to offer Péoaident Pletzsoch a new two«year contraci.
ending August, 1926, The salary was set at §5000 per year
and he was to continue as both superintendent of the school
district and president of the junior college.’8 Wuen
President Pletzach accepted the new contract, he'undoubtedly
d1d not know that within a few weeks he would offer his
resignation to the school board., Kowovo;, on April 15, 1924,
the school board accepted the resignation of L. R. Pletzsch,
effective April 16, 1924, Along with the acceptance of the
resignation, 1t waas raecorded in the board minutes that he
was voted a word of thanks for building up the Socuth Park
Schoecl and College, and that e was leaving the school with
the very best wishes of the South Park 3chool Board and

oommunity.79

77 winutes of the School Peard of the Scuth Psrk
Independent District, April 15, 1624,

78 1bid., March 17, 1924.

79 ¥inutes, loce clt.
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On April 18, 1924, L. R, Pietzach was named city
maens ger for ﬁsaumanﬁ. An announcement in one of the daily
newspapera sald that ke was sslected by the city cormisaion
et a salary of §7000 per year.80 An editorisl in the

Beaument Enterprise the next dasy gave some indication of

what the people of Beaumont thought of this msn who had
bsen the riést president of South Park Junior College,

¥r, Fletzach 1s & young man of outstarnding qualities
that commend him for the important place to whi:h he
has besn slevated, Ils training has Veen in the school
room, but his interests and his activities have not been
confined there. The best of his eqguipment he brings
with him for his service to the clty includes a well
ordersed mind, & splendid chsracter, a oroad vision, and
& loyalty and devotion to Eeaumont not exceeded by any
cther citigen. We may not appralse his fitneas for the
varled snd numerous dutisa as ¢ity mansger other than
by examining his elementary attributes, . . .5+

Just & few daye alfter President Fletzach resigned
to become city manager of Deaumont, the scheol board
selected C. W. PBingrman as superintendent of the South Park
Schools and president of South Park Junlor College., Els
salary was set at §4000 per year., President Eingman had
been serving as prinoipal of the high school and deen of
the oollega; At the same board mesting, l. J. Dock, who

80 wowas item in the Beaumont Journal, April 16, 1924.

81 mitorial in the Esauﬁont interorise, April 17,

1524 .
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had been head of the depart#éne of education in fhe college,
| was elao?ed principal of the high school and dean of thp |
collego.e2 . ’
' A3 was breviouzly mentiocned, & number of studentﬂ.
who hsed already coﬁpletad soﬁe coliege work at othei insti-
“tutions entered the college at the beglnning of its first
yoear, At the end of the year, seven students whé made up
the sophomore slass were uwarde& associaste of arts degraea;
This was the first graduating class sent out from the
colloge.83 ' |

Fefore tﬁo end of the spring semester of 1924,Aplana
were made rof organiging a summer school end a summer nore
male. An Announcement of the propcsed summer session was
‘publishdd and mailod'to ﬁroapeetivs atudant;. In this
ennouncement, it was explalned that courses allowing regular
college oredit would §o offered in the summer school, whil;_‘
review work in all subjects needed for the various grades of
state certificates for teachérs would be offered in the
summer normal, 'toth college and normal ola#ééa were scheduled

to meet five days per week.S%

82 yinutes of the School Loard ot the South Park
Independent District, April 19, 1524.

83 News item in the Beaumont Journal, August 15, 1925.

_ 84 South Park. Junior 0011039, Bulletin, Summer ,
Session, 1924. Pe 3u .
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O« B, Archer, head of the science department of
the college during the long term or'1923;'waa selected as
director.of the summer session, wiich, with several subse-
guent ones, was financed in an ;ptefeating ranner,

O+ Be Archer®® said that the school board furnished th.e
bulldings and facilities free of charge, but that salaries
for teachers were dependent entirely upon revenue from
student tultion charges, No teacher was guaranteed a
salary, and any regularly employéd Junior college temcher
from South Park could join the summer faculty and organicze

& class 1f sufficient students oould be found to Justify it,

A total of thirty-five students enrolled for regular
college ooursss that summer;8 no figures are 'availavle
showing how many registered for the summer normal for
teachers. Records show that thils was the only time that a
surmer normal was ever taught at the oollege,

Several important changes and additions wers made to
the faculty prior to the beginning of the second year. Somse
of the changes have been prsvioualy mentionedj however,
there were others that would materially affect the philosopky
and progress of the institution in future years.

85 Interview with O. B. Archer, August 12, 1964,
86 Eeauﬁont Journal, op. cit., Auguast 15, 1926.




652

D. W, Boltnott was elscted principal of tho elemsne
.tary school and head of ths department of education &’
Certainly, that arrangement was unique in so far as the com=
bination job was concerned. Eoltnott later becém@ dean of
the collegs and was particu}#rly_lprluantial in plotting
the course of the institution in relation to acedemio
matters. Mary Campbeilga.uau elected dean of women end
head of the department of ‘mathematics. She remained at the
collegs until her Tretirement in 1951, and her 5reat influence
remains evident., F, 8. Estill was elaoted regietrar and
nuditor389 he remained in that position until 1928.' A8 pree
viouely mention&g. I J., Deck was the new dean of the collsge
and principal of the high school. He continued in that
capacity until the bositioaa were aeparat;d the following
YO&Y s |

In the South Park Junlor College Bulletin, printed
in April, 1524, for the 1924-1925 college year, a desoripe
tion of the physical facilities of the college was given.

Practically the same facilitles were listed aa were

37 Minutes of the Scheool Moard of the South Park
Independent District, Ju Iy’i@, 1924,

88 rvid., Jely 16, 1924.
. 89 1p3a,, May 21, 1924.




described in the news item previously noted, except for
detslls about the various buildings, Quoted in part the
bulletin stated thats

s o« « The dulldings are new, and ars three in nume
berj the ¥ain Bullding; the Home Economiocs Building;
and the Mechanics Arts Bullding--all together, coating
approximstely £400,000 for buildings sand equipment.

The Main Building contains twenty-four class rooms,
four laboratorles, library and reading room, an auvdi=-
torium seating 1200 persons, ocafeterias, large gymnasium
‘fully esquipped, and administrative offices,

The Heme Economics Bullding ocntains six rooms
specially deslgned for teaching all problems of the
home; such &3, cookinyg, sewing, home nursing, and
laundry work. It 1s also & bullding planned to be
used as a social center for the community as well as
for the student,

Trhe Mechanles Arts Dullding contains the shops and
- engineering leboratories. It 1s eqguipped with four
- laboratories snd a drawing room.

The large elementary school located in the bleoek
adjacent to the college bulldinga serves &s & pracstice
school for advangad students who are preparing to
become teachers,

' When.that same bulletin was printed, a long list of
fees and deposits was included., Students living within the
district were not rsquired to pay tuitlon,gl except that the

8chool bcard on August 26, 1524, passed a regulation

.90 gouth Park Junior College, First Annual Bulletin,
1924-1928, p. €.

91l Minutes of the School Board of the Scuth Park
Independent District, August 20, 19z4.
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requiring all collegs students over the age of twenty~ons,
regardless of where they resided, to pay the regulsr tuif
tion of £15.00 per month,%%  The matriculation fee remained
¢5.00 for all studenta; however, it applied on the first
quarterts tuition if such was charged, Other fees and
deposits were listed as followss®3

FEE3 DEPOSITS
Chemistry £6.00 Library §2.00
Physica 5.00 Chemistry 2,00
Eotany $.00 Phyalcs 24850
Zoology . 6.00 Lotany 2,50
Foods 5.00 Zoology 2,50
Kutrition 9.00

_ 8hop Work 5,00

Late .
Matrioulation 2,00

41l of the deposits were returned to students at the end of
the ter; if there were no breskages, losses, or fines, No
refunds were made on laboratory fees, .

. .Objeotions were soon volced by out-of-dlstrict stu=’
dents becauss they were required to pay the {15,00 per month
tuition charge, and students within the district Aid not
have to pay it Reasons for the differential were evicdent)
nevertheless, those who lived in the Eeaumont Independent
8chool Diastriet and other neighboring dlstriocts knew that

92 1oce. oit.
®3 pirst Annuel Eulletin, op. cit., p. 10.
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thelr parents wéra paying aschool taxes as high or higher .
than were the citigzens of South Park. They also knew that
much of the tax money for the South Park Schools came from
the huge Magnollia Refinery that was in the South Park
Independent School District. Magnolla Refinery was the'out-
standing 1nduut£y in Beaumont, and many thourht it waa hardly
riir for all of its achool tax monoy to be paid to the South
Park Disﬁrlct. Thls feeling was particularly evident amcng
the 'employees of the refinery who did not live in Souiﬁ ‘
Park.94- | .

At one time thsre iaa considerable talk of estabe

- 1ishing e Junio? atllegs in the Eeaumont Independent School

District. A new high school had been built, &nd it wae con-
tended that the 0l4 dullding could be utilized as a Junior
collsge, Many ﬁeli;ved thaet the city of EBeaumont could not
adequately'auppoft two junior colleges, and that if a new
one -were established it would muke for two institutions of
weaker rank.%5

To protect their own interests and to give concrete
evidence that the South Park School Beard and oollege offi=

cials wanted the school to serve the needs of surrounding

84 Interview with 0. E. Archer, August 15, 1964,

95 Loc. cite
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communities, the board endorsed a bill doéigned to make the
. college a county junior college.96 Je We Kinnear, state
representative from Beaumont, met with the school board on
the night of January 15, 1925, &nd discussed the detaila of
the bill he planned to introduce in the House of Represen-
tativea, It was the opinion of the board that everything
poaaibip should be done to secure the passage of the bill
in the forthcoming session 6: thQ‘Texaa Legislature, To
emphasize thelr endorsement of the proposed legislation, the
school board instructed the secretary to draw up a resclue-
tion endorsing it and send coples to the press and to the
" .Texas legialators.97~ Representative Xinnear met with the
school board on two other occasions, Jenuary 26, 1925, and .
January 31, 1925, and discuased the progress of the bill,

At the meeting on Jsnuary 31. 1t was decided that the board
would appropriate not more JLnn £1000 for the purpose of -

_ securing the services of expert attorneys to study the legal~

'agpects of the proposed law. This expenditure was autho~
rized only if Judge Re. EJ-Hasterson of Feaumont believed 1t °
would be legal for the board to spend this amount of mcney -

for the purpose stated, A committes was appointed to see

96 Hutchinson, 0P« cite, p. £0,

97 Minutes of the South Perk Independent School
District, Jenuary 15, 1925,
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Judre Masterson and secure .hils opinion.®® The committee
reported back to a oalled meeting of the board on February 2,
and said that it was tﬁa Opinion of the Judge that suvoh an
expenditure of funds would.bc 1llegal. The board then
rescinded the action that hed been taken in appropriating
the £1000.99 |

Although the bill introduced by Representative
Kinnear did not pass in that session of the legislature or
in subsequent sessions, it was seriously considered, and
the bill was to some extent responsible for the legislature
looking into the whole junior college situation in Texas,
out of which ceme an act governing junior colleges in the..
ptate; Special consideration will bs given to that act
later in this study. o

In many respects the second year at the collsge was
about the same as the first had beeﬁ, with practieally the
same instructors teacking the same oourses again.. It 18
téue that the enrollment was somewhat larger than hed been
antiocipated, Befors the fall semester began, college offi=
olals had estirated that there would be about 200 students.

98 Ibid., January 31, 1926,
99 1p1d., February 2, 1925,
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Aotually, a total of 228 enrolled. Ey the end of the year,
because of fallures, withkirawals, and dropping of courses,
the graduating class had decreased in size until only
thirty associate of arts degrees were - awarded .100

During the spring of 1925, several important

decisions.were made by the school board of the South Fark
Independent Schiool District that affected the college,
G« Wo Blngman was re-olecéed as presidept of the college
and superintendent of schools for a term of two ysars nt‘a
salary of £4800 per year. The néw contract was to become
effective on July 1, 1925.101 Then, on April 2, 1925,
D. W, Loltnott was elected dean of the ccllege for a term
of two years at a salary of §3800 for the first year and

§4000 for the sacond year. Eis contract was to become

effective on June 1.108 I. Je Deck submitted hbis resignae~

tion as principal of the high school, effective at the end
of the spring term, 1925, He had previously held the com=
binetion job of principal of the high school and dean of

the college, The school board re~elected him as principal

100 1p44,, vay 19, 1925.

101 1p14., Pebruary 17, 1928.

102 1p1a,, april 11, 1925.
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of the high schocl for thé following year; but he did not
accept the change in status 309

_ The‘changoé indlcated above were but the beginning
of a stream of events that led to the complets soyar;tion
of the Junlor college from the high school end finally to
the severance of the college from the South Park Independent
8chool District.

In response to pudlic demend, a summer sesalon was
egain planned. In preparation for it, & special suﬁmer
bulletin was pudlished and made avallable to proapeotive .
students. In this bulletin it was stated that the faculty
would be made up of regular college toaohars; except trat
some other instructors of excellent qualifications would be
added to teach some of the extra classes. Also, the bulle=
tin prominently dlasplayed evidence of recogniglon tpat had
come to the school during the two yeara of its exiatenc;.
The following are quotations from tﬁat publicationt

South Park College has been ranké& as a Class "A"
Junior college by the State Department of «ducation.

The College has enrclled a larger number of stu-
dents during its first and second yeara than any
other junior college in Texas.

103 rbid., April 11, 1925,
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The Texas Associetion of Colleges has panked South
Ferk College as a junior collegae of the first class,
and atudents transferring from this school will recelive
credit for the work done here.l0
The bulletin menticned abovo listed the name of the
college as South Park College instead of South Park Junior
Collegss Thias was the first tims that had b“een done in
published material., The new name was continued in all later
publications, Probably no special significence should be
attached to this change beceuse thers 1s no indication that
either the college administration or the school board was
thinking of altering the status of th9‘1n§§1tution.
The second summer sesslon was held from June 8,

- 1925, to July 17, 1925, under the direction of Dean D, W,

Bolitnott. A total of fifty-six atudents registered for
105

Y

college courses,

It was during this summer that an undetermined nume
ber of people appeslsd to ocollege ofricilals and to the school
board asking thet céllage classses bé taught nf Aight for |
these yho had_to work and sould not attendhrogu;ar day .

classes, The board considered the requests, and dn August 1,

104 gouth Park Junlor Collegs, ﬂulletin, Second
Summer Session, 1825, p. 6.

105 pegqumont Journal, op. cit., August 15, 1925,
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1925, approved President Lingren's recommendation that
plans be pade for organizing night'elasaas if there were
sufficlent demand 106

For the ;irnﬁ time 1n its history, South Park

College‘vas given adequate newspaper publicity during the
sunmer of 1928. College officisls apparently saw the need
for diagserinating additional informetion to the public.
It appears that the cdally newspapers were always ready to
print information or facts about the sollege if the materlal
was prepared for them. On August 156, 19%5, the Eeaumont
ntexrprise brinted & news story d;saribipg piana tﬁat were
being made for the coming year. It atated in part that:

All plans are in readiness for the opening of the
South Park College for the term of 1925-£8, and from
all indicaetiona there will be, estimating conserva-
tively, 300 students at the collegn . « » .

The aim of the college is to supply the needs of
students in the immediate vioinity of Beaumont or
witkin & radius of 100 miles. ‘-

The news story quoted abovo clearly ‘indicates that

collogs officials expoc;ed.a 1arge 1ncrease in enrollment
for the 1926~26 college yeai.' }étunil&; the estimntéd

incresase was & thirty-three per oent increment over thLe

108 minutes of the South Park Independent Scbool
District, Ausust 1, 18:5,

107 jews item in the Pesumont Enterprise, August 185,
1925,
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enrollment for the preceding year. Also, the story seems

to point out that the colleze was becoming an area Institu-
‘tion as well ss & communlty school.
| In preparation for the 1925+26 session, notable
improvements were made in se¢ far as physical fecllities
were concerned, and there were some additions to the
curriculum. An enlarged reading room in the library wes
provided, and sevsral hundred volumes of new refersnce books
in the fisalds of history, education, design, mechanical
drawing, phyaics, and home economlos were purchased. ZLabo=-
ratory squipment worth about {3000 was installed in the
dapa:tmmnta of chemistiry, physies, mechanloal drawing, and
design, The athletlc field was enlarged and new tennis
courts were bullt,.to8
The curriculum was strengthened by the addition of
public scheool art and a One-year course in businesa adminle
stration, The latter was designed for stulents who thought

it imperative that they prepare themselves for a vocation
109

in the shorteat time posslble, ‘
| Tentative plans were made during the summer of 1025

for the formation of & studenta' councile The initiative

108 locs. cit.
109 gutohinson, ope 0ltes Po 16.
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for organizing the counocil was taken by the sdrinistration

of the college. A news item in the EFesumont Fnterprise
110

explained the purpcse of the organigation,
One new organization will be begun that will bind
the student body together and make of it a 'unit,
This organigation will be known as the Students!
Council, It will be organiged and run by the dean
of the collegs. The purpose of the organization is
not_ particularly to govern the student body « « ¢ »
The membership of the body will be limited to cne
student member from each organization of the cocllegs,
The body will meet weekly with the dsean and discuass
affalrs of the student bodye » « &

The third year, 1925«26, opened with & considerable
inorease in enréilment. There were 270 studenta, insludlng
sixty-flve &ho had registered on a part-time basis for
evening dlaaies.lll At the end of the year, a total of
sixty~-five graduated heard Dr. T. 0. Walton, President of
the Agriculture and Hechanical College of Texas deliver
the ocmmencement;addrass.llz

The above menticned aeésion was an ipportant one in
the history of the coliege. With the new course offerings,
an improved faculty, new equipment, and an administration

almost completely separate from the high school, & new

119 Feaunont Enterprise, losc. cit., August 15, 19256,
111

News item in leaumont Journal, September 25, 1928,

112 1ph34,, June 3, 1926.
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phase in the progresa of the institution was entered upon.
Undoubtedly, the collegs gained additional prestige in the
commnity, area, and state as a result of this new status,

In the summer of 1926, the sdministration of the
ocollege prepered a list of twenty advantages or reaséna for
attending South Park College. It 1a true that some of thess
so~oalled advantages were compiled for publicity puipcso:,

‘and & few of them were exsggerations of the truth. Kevere

theless, 1t 1is Bolieved that they are of sufficient impore

tance to ba llstad Lharez
1, Approximataly aixty per cent of 270 students
enrolled in South Park College would not attend
aollege 1r it were not for the local institution.

_i2¢ The alm of South Park College 13 vocational and
preparatory for law, medicine, business administrae-
ticn, engineering, journalism, and home economics.

d« By attending South Park College for two years-~the

: young oollege students'are kept at home under
parental guidance.

4. During the past three years South Park College has
increased its enrollment from 125 to 270, thus it
is a growing institution.

8+ Fallures are fewer in South Park College than in
"larger achools because of smseller classes, which
makea it possible for instructors to give students
wore individual attention.

6. South Park College is affilliated with the Asszocla~
tion of Universities and Colleges of Texas for two
yoars of standard collegs work,

7. South Park College 18 rated &8 & first-claass junior
college by the University of Texas.
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Craduates cf South Park College enter the Jjunior
class in leading senior colleges and universities
without lcsa of coredit. .

South Park College offers forty-two standard college
Sourses.

There ars fourteen student organizaticha that add
pmuch to the.spirit and life of the South Park
College.

South Park College 48 for Southeast Toxne and Southe
west Loulslana,

8outh Park Collego hai a faculty of twenty men and

women who are graduates of leading collegea and
wniversities of the nation,

South Park Collegs ias a refsrence library suffie
clently largs to care for all courses offered.

South ?ark College has ors of the best home econoe
mica departments in Texas and 1s housed in a sepa-
rate dullding.

South Park College haa the best egquipped gymnasium
of any junior college in Texas. It has hot and cold
water and a floor of fifty by elghty-six feet, wlth

‘& seating cepacity of 1,000,

South Park College has an athletlia field oonélatlng
of eight acres.

South Park College campus was recently beasutiflied
by the addition of shrubbery.

South Park College 1s located on a paved atreet;
it 12 on & street car linej} and it 1s one block
from the Port Arthur and Beaumont interurdan raile
rosd.

Scuth Park College ranks as one of the best in
Texasj it 1s the pride of southeast Texas.
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20+ College educaiign pays big dividenda--attend Scuth
Park Collegea,

Dupring the next r;va y;urs, the adm!nistration
remninéd the same} very few additlions, alterations, or
cdeletions were made in the curriculum; and only a few
changes were made l1n the faculty. There was a slight
increase in enrollment from year to year, until by 1631,
there were 303 students.ll% SBeveral events and develop~
menti'or consequence that oocurred in the.fiveuyear period
‘ will be givcn special mention here.

. . An event to be emphasized was the spring cormences
ment of 1927, No- particular importance should be attached
to this commencement, exoept thut Dr. Frederlok Eby, head
of the school of education at tho University of Texas,
delivered the principal addresa to the sixty graduates. In
his address, Dr. Eby declared that 3couth Park College rated
first Qmong the junlor colleges of Taxés. Then, in regard
_to Junior college students, he sald that actual records at
the University of Texas show that stﬁdanta who attend
Junior college during their first two yeara do better work

during their Jjunior and senlor ysars at the University than

113 "%hy Attend South Park College,"™ (anonymous
unpublished manuscript, 1926).

114 Rutchinson, op. cit. p. 18,
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do those who spend four years &t the senior institution, 118
_Probably without Question, Ir, Eby was the cutstanding
authority end exponsnt of the junior ccllege 1n‘Toxaa at
that tims., It is fmposaible to eppralse properly his cone
tribution to the gensrsl rovement in the state, or to
evaluate the aid he gave to 1nd1v1§ual schools with tﬁei%f |
varied problems. On several occasions his advice and .
sounsel were aéught by the administratlon of Scuth éark
College and, later, by those in authoritf at L;mar Junlpr
.College. | . | .
" A development mentioned eerlier was the. passage éx _—
the so-called "Junior College Law” by thaﬂfoxn; hoglaiaburn-
in 1920. That year was s momentous one.in the history of
Junior colleges in Texas, for this new law that was enacted .
by the Forty-first Legislature valldated the public junior
ooll;geﬁ then in e#latonee and defined the limitations and -
matha&a tor.tho establishment of new junior-ccllages. u!t
even lnsluded regulations oonoerniﬁg the tyﬁqs of dibtricts
that could be organized for junior college purposes, the
methods of cbntrol_and support, end the "scops of work."

It bas been sald that junior colleges of Texas did not have
legal status untll the passage of this legislation. In

118

News item in the feavment Journal, Hay 31, 1887,
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soms respects that is truej however, a degres of legal
recognition hed besn given to them in 1917, when the
| Legislature enacted laws accepting the work of such ocole
| leges for tescher certification. A4lso, in the same year,
the Texas Lagialatur; accepted resaponaidbility for John
lTarloton College, at Stephenvills, and established gho
Grubbs Vocational Bchool {later changed to North Texas '

't Agriculturel College) at Arlington and placed them under
the vontrol of the Board of Regents of the Agriculturel end
| Hechanlcal College of Texas, thus creating a small ayutem N
'of state branch junior colleges.116 T L e
| . Notwithatanding the legal developments that had
‘taken place prior to 1929, this new "Junior COIIQge*Law“
rgavo Jegal atabllity to existing inastitutions, and it gave
Junior college adminiatrators assurance that funds for the'.
operation of the colleges could not be stopped by lcxal 3 ‘
action attecking the legeality of spending pudllio rmoney for
the matntan&noo of a quasi-public institution., Too, the
1tncc that Junior colleges could not now be estadblished
promiaouously gave administrators the fesling of security
that was nesded for long range plannings Prior to this,

it was never known Just when the adjoining distrioct or town

might declde to establish a_eolleéo of its own.

. 116 yon Roeder, Ops cit., ppe 1i~15.
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~ The ”Junior.COIIege Law" of 1929 18 considered of
| such 1mportanco-that-ib is quoted in part es followsg

Article 2815h,Section 1. Any independent school
district or city wiiioh has asaumed control of its
schoola, having in either case an assessed property
evaluation of not less than $12,000,000.00 or having

| -an income provided by endowment, or otherwise that
will meet the needs of the proposed junlor college
district, seild need to be determined by the State
board of Elucatlion and having an &veragoe dally attend-
ance of the next preceding school year of not fewer
than 400 atudents in the leat four years in the
Y classified high schools within said district or city,
may, by vote of the qualified voters of the district
. or oity eatablish and maintain a junior college, such
| ccllege district to be known as a Jjunior collage dise-
trict.

Section 2. When it is proposed to establish &
Junior college district as above provided, a petition
praying for an election therefor, signed by not less
then five per cent of the qualified voteras of the
proposed territory shall be presented to the board of
education of the district or city. It shall thereupon
become the Quty of the board so petitioned to pass upon
the legality of the petition and the genuineneas of the
same, It shall then be the duty of the board to forw
ward the petition to the State Ecard of Blusation,

Section 3. It shall bes the duty of the State Board
of Education, with the advice ¢of the State Superintend=-
ent of Public Instruction to determine whether or not
the conditions set forth in Section 1, have been come
plied with, and also whether, in consideration of the
geographio location with respect to colleges already
established, 1t is feasidble and desirable to estadbliash
such Junior college district. In passing upon this
question, it shall be the duty of the State Board of
| Hducation to consider the needs of the State and the
wolfare of the State as a whole, as well as the welfare
of the community involved, The acticn of the State
Eoard of Fducation shall be final and shall be commu=
nicated through the State Superintendent of Public
Instruction, to the board, together with an order of
the Stste Board of Education authoriging further
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procedure in the establishment of the Junlor college
district, If gald 3tate Eoard endorses 1lts estanlishe
ment. If the State Board of Zlucation spproves of the
establisbment of the junlor collaege dlstrict, 1t shell
be the duty of the Eceard of BElucation to enter an

order for an election to be hald in the proposed terri-
tory within a time not less than twenty days, and not
more than thirty days after such an order 1s lssued,

to determine whether or not such & Junior college dis~
trict shall be created and formed., BSuch order siall
contain & desoription of ths metes and vounds of such
Junior college dlatrict to e formed, and shall fix

the date for such election, If a majority of the votea
cast by the qualified property taxpaying voters of such
dlestrict at such election shall be in favor of the
oreation of & Junior college district the same zhall be
desmed to be formed end created, and zald koard of
Edusation shall, within ten days after holding such
elesotion, make & canvses of ths returns and declare the
resolts of the elestion. They shall then enter an order
on the minutes of the board ua to the resulta.

Seetienn 4. 4 Junlor college established and msine
tained by an independent dlstrioct or city that has
agasumed control of itas schools, shall be governed,
administered, and controlied by and under the dirsction
of the bEoard ¢f Education of such district or city.

Seotion 5. Ths Doard of Blucation of Junior collegse
districts shall be governed in the establishment,
management, and control of the Jmior college by the
general law governing the establishment, mansgement,
and contrel of independent school districts in sc far
a8 the general law 18 applicable,

Section 7. The junior college district shall hsve
the power to i1issue bonda for construstion and equipment
of scheel bulldings and the acquisitien of the sltes
therefor. The Junior collegs district ghall alsc levy
end collect taxes for supyport and meintenance of the
college provided no bonde shiall be issued and no taxes
gollested until by vote of the majority of qualified
voters of the junilor college district.

Section 12, A Jjunior college as here conaidered
miat consiat of freshmsn and sophomors c¢ollege work
taught elther sepsrately or in conjunction with the
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genior years of the hirh school and the course of stud#
pust be submitied asnd approved by the State Department
ef Elucation bsfors it may bs offered. .

Bection 16+ Any public junleor sollege now organigzed
and oonducted in the 8State of Texes which had been in
ectual eopsration prior to January 19529, or whileh is
recognized a8 a standard Junior collegs by the State
Department ¢f Elucation is hersby valldated and may by
scotion of 1ts board of trustees, choose to be governed
by the provisions of the sot and receive the privileges
of the same, at any tire 1t may desire to do s0.117

As was mentioned earlier, many students and parenta
were not satisfled with the schedule of fess charged by
Scuth Park College., Those swho lived outside the district
believed the differential in charges to In-dlgtrict and oute
of-district students was too great. Although a definite
plsn was never deQQXOpad, Qitlzaus of Port Arthur, Orange,
and Eeaument Independent School District considered the fea=
81bllity of eatablishing junior colleges in those communities.
S8ince the bill introduced by Representative J. ¥. Kinnear to
make South Park College into & county junior college did not
pasa and because the exponae of cperating the ocollege had
become = real burden on the tsxpayers of the Bouth Park
Indepondeng Sohool District, the school board in 1929 deoided
to begin charging in-district stujents a tuition fes of §80.00

117 Forty-Firat Legialﬁtur@, Gensrel and Bpsciel
w3 Of Texasg, pps H48-650.
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per term or £60.,00 per college yaarulla This action caused
students from cutside the dlistriet to foel baitar toward the
_acllege. | |

Regardless of newspsper putlicity and pudblic state-
‘menta of ocllesge officlels telling sbout the growth snd
development of South Park College during the first nine
yoars of its exlstence, enrsllment figures sinply do not

reveal & ploture of phenomenal growth. Flgurses fror the

office of the registrar sbawzlig
TAELZ %
EEROLIMENTS AKD GRADUATES OF SOUTE ?&?E COLLEGE
1925-1032
Total Humber of
Ysar Enrolilments Graduates
1023-1924 128 o 7
1824-1925 228 42
19251926 270 69
19026-1927 £88 64
1927-1028 287 87
1928-1929 290 60
1929-1830 292 68
1830-1831 £93 71
1951-1832 03 &9

118 South Park College, Zeventh Annusl Bulletin,
1929-1930, p. 1l0.

119 pnrollment Report Ans sia, (Ragistr&r*a Offlce,
lamar State College ©f 16chnology,
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A study -of the sbove iable will show that after the

Tirst three years, growth was very slow. Fetween 1529 and
1831, the increase was from 270 full time atudents to 303
students or only 12.2 per cent Incrsaae over & perlod of

8lx years, In 80 far es the number of graduates was cone~

cerned, there wag little fluctuation between 1525 and 1932,
- IV. LAMAR COLLEZGE

Selection cf & HName

A%t & regular msseting of the School Foard of the
South Park Independsent Bchool Distrlet on Avgust 6, 1832,
1t wes dscided that the name of South Park College would be
Ghﬁnﬁ@dglﬂg Acgoerding to & newsz ltem the following day,
this action was taken becauss ¢f the sxpansion of the cole
lege and becauss of the largs territory represented by
atudsnts.lgl Hembers of the Foard belleved that & new
name without & community implication would help citizens in
the ares reallze that the college wes more than a community

schiool.

12& ¥inutes of the 8cleol Toaprd of the Scuth Park
Independent District, August &, 1058,

121 yews item 1n the DBeaurcnt Enterprise, August 7,

1s32.
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The school board decided to let the publls suggest

a oame for the college. Regulations weres &drawn up for a
sonteat to be held, whereby everyons was eligible to enter,
.regandleaa of his plece of residencs. The person selecting
the name finally chosen would be awarded a scholarsldp
valued at $100 and goed for the 10321835 year. The schow
larahlp, if won by a'yersen unable to use it, could be
transferred to a worthy boy or girl. It was suggested that -
names of imp&rtaneé in Texas history or nsmes of naticnal
figures with e loeal connection be submitted. Territorial
titles such a2 Southeast Texas College or Scuth Texas
College would not be favored. Instead, preference was to
be glven Lo such ﬁamas &8 San Jacinto Cellege, la Salle
College, and the 11ka; It was enphesized that titles other
than those of & historlcal nature cculd be a&bmitted. in
view of a possible expansion of the school, the board agreed
thet the word "junior" would not be included in the neme.
Contestants were to submit, with the suggested title, a
written explanation not exceeding 100 words telling why that
particular neme was chosan. In the event that two or mors
persons suggested the seme winning neme, the cne ﬁhoae rege
sons were best expressed in the 100 word explsnation was to

be dsclared the winnak.lzz

122 Loc. ¢its
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On August 20, 1932, ths school boerd voted unanie
mouasly to change the name of South Park College to Lamur
Qollsga, honoring Mirsabeau Be Lamsr, secomd yrasidént of
the Republle of Texas and the man who ig knowﬁ as the

123

founder of publle sohool educatlion in Texas. The

Feaumont Interprise reported that about twenty-five persons

suggested the name of lemar College and that 1t was necese
sary for the school bosrd to appoint a committee to read and
atudy the various explanstions to deteéermine the winner of
the scholarship. Other suggested names that were sericusly
considered by the achool beard were Travis ﬁo;lega. Coronedo
Goi&egs, Texmont College, and Gulf Cosat College,

Otho Plummer, & student at South Park Junior College,
was fiﬁally sslected as the winner of the scholarahip. I%
is Interesting teo notice that in later years Gtho Flummer
gsrved for several years &s mayor of the clty of Feaumont
and 18 &t present (1958) e member of the board of regents
for Isamar State College of Technology. |

A Period of Steedy Growth

Under 1ts new nema the college opened in ths fall
‘of 1032 with 330 students. No chengs had been made in the

23 .
¥inutes of the School toerd of the Scvuth Park
Indeperdent District, Aupust Z0, 1902.
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edministration. C. We Blngrman remained a&s preasident and
D+ W. Eoltnott &3 deans The faculty was now composed of
fourtesn teachers, and of that number twelve hsld graduate
degress, In 80 far sa the faculty was concerned, the
'aeparation of the ocollegs and the high school was complete,
since no inatructor wés aaﬁeduleé to teach in bothe It was
&t the beginning of this year that a change was made from
the term to the semester plan. This brought the college
more in confermlty with other institutions of higher learalng.
Accordingly, & standard teaching load of fifteen semester
hours per teacher was aatnﬁli#bsé.lg* Tuaition fees for stu-
dents living within the Zcuth Perk Independent School
Platrict were set at {75.00 per year and §150.00 pep year
for out-of-district students. This schedule was effective
for only one agademls ysar, 1952-1033.22% 7The following
year tultion was eastablished at £155.00 per gtudent, regard-
less of ths place of residence.?® _ |

The college was now ranked as & class "A" junior

sollege by the State Depariment of Eucation, and it was a

.124 HButaohinson, 0D Cite, Pe 23,

125 gouth Park Colle :
: g%, Tenth Annvual Eulletin
;Q"éﬁm 233, Pe Do ’ _w ’

126 Lamar College, fleventh Annual Bulletin, 1933~
;934' Pe P
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member of the Texas Azsocistlion of Colleges, the Southern

Assoeiastlion of Colleges and Jecondary Schools, the

Assoclation of Junior Collegea of the United States, énd
the Amerfcan Medlcal Associstion.i®!

On March 29,'1953, Ws Ae Holson, College Examiner

for the State Poard of Examiners, muade = visit to Laner

College and submitted a written report to the State Ecard

of Examiners on April 7, 1033, concerning his findings.

Excerpta from that report ares quoted as follows:

April 7, 1033
TO THE STATE HOARD OF EXAMINERSS

On Herch 20, 1933, T visited Lemar College, and
wish to present herein & report of py findings:

The Paculty

There ars fourteen persens teachlng in the college.,
Thirteen of these ere teaching full~tlime, Twelve
members of the faculty hold grsduate degrees. Two
inatructors who do not hold degress have had aplendid
training in thelr teaching fields. Each department
head has & graduste degres, 3o far as the fasulty is
concerned, the separation of the junior college and
~the high school is complets, 2ince no inatructor
teaches in both the high schopl and the junior collegs,

wha-teaehing 1aadvia iithin the fifteen hour stane
dard «

Plan and Scope of ¥Fork

Lamar College 18 this year operating under the
sensater plan. A uniform plan of work for the golleges

127 ;biﬁvn, De 7s
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of Texas ig very much to be desired and since the
trend is definltely toward the sexeater plan, the
examiner 1a pleased to note that lamay Collepe has
sdopted thia plen. _

Twe years of work arg offered in blology, chems
1stry, educatlion, Engllish, history, mathomatlcs,
physlics, French, and Spenish., 4 first year course
is offered in englneering drawing, end second year
gouraes are offered in economics, government, accounte
ing, snd public speaking.

he Library

The library ls convenlsntly located and 13 well
lighteds It 13 used Jolintly by students -of the high
sghool and the junior gollege. However, due to the
limited ampacity of the reading room, high school
atudents are aduitted in the forenoon and Jjunlor cole
lege students in the afterncon,

The laboratories

Trhe laborstorles are well equipped end sre shered
with the high schools The enrcllment In the kigh
school and the junlor college has grown to such &n
extent that lanoratory facllities are not sufricient
to accommodate all of those who seek admiasion to
sclence clanscs.

Tuition mnd Pinences

Bach student living inside the South Park Indepenw
dent School District 1a required to pay £75.00 per
yesr &nd all other etudents are required to pay %150.00
per year for tuitien.

There 1s po Junior college tax. Last yesr expendie
tures for junior college purposes samounted to £32,735.
Student tuition and fees furnished an inocome of £350,820.
The difference between these two amounts was received
from the funds of the Scuth Park Independent Echoel
Pistrict.
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Conslwstions and Recomnmendations

The character of work being done st lamar College
by reasson of its well trained faoculty, rich curricula,
end bigh standards for students, was the subjset of
very favorable comment In the report of Janusry &,
18324 . The charscter of work being done this year calls
for simllar conmment. .

The present limlted capaslity of the library reading
room 4oes not permit the college to glve its students
the oppertunity to make the moet of the library facli-
litiea.

It 1a bslieved that dues consideratlion should be
given to the separation, when conditicons will pemmit,
cf the college &and the high school, Thia 1s in view
©f the following:

1. ¥ith the number of jJjunlor collsge atudents
axceeding 300, separate buildings and equip-
- ment may well be given ssrious consideration.

£+ Crowded sonditicns gmy react unfavorably upon
the collegs enroliment.

Se 30 far sa the faculty 1z concerned, the separae
tion of the college and the high school is '
elready complete, sinca no instructor teaches
in bothe

It ia recommended that lamer College be retained as

8 junior college of the first elasas on the list of
scoredited Jjuniocr colleges of Texas.
Regpectliully submitted,

¥+ A. ¥Helson,
ﬁallega.ﬁxamanerlaa

Becnuse of increassd high school snd college enrolle

ment, and in view of W. A. Helson's report to the 3tate

128 w, A, Haelason, "Report to State board of
Ex&mi!mra,” ﬁ?ril Te 158353«
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Foard of Ezaminers on April 7, 1933, the school beerd gave

its sttention to the need for sdditional housing facilities,
In Juns, 1983, the school be&r& suthorized Livesay and
éiaéaman Contracting Company to prepare plans and specifica-~
tions for & new Administration Euilding end an addition to
t&e Trede School Dulldinge The plans and spegifications for
the new bullding eslled for & library and additionsl clasaw
yooms. The contract was let te the Clem P, ¥Hyera Cconstruce
tion Company, and in September, 1833, the work was complete
and was accsepted by the hoarﬁ.lﬁg .

with the completlon of the mew bullding snd the
sdditions to the Trade School Puilding, which was now named
the Science Hall, the eollege began thé 1938~34 yéar with
faoulty and student body in bulldings separete from the high
school. This, eccording to the college catalogue, "msde it
possible for ths college to meintaln I1ts own dally program,
thereby permitiing greater ffesdam to college students and
the development of a better ﬁtmﬁ&ph&?&:”lsg During the
1933-34 year, another bullding was erected to house the
musiec department, ?hia bullding éansiﬁted of claasroéms,

praétiaa rooms, and & srall studlo anditar&um.lzl

129 Minutes of the School Foard of the Bouth Park
Independent District, Septemuer 8, 1953,

130 jamer Collere, Twelfth Annual Fulletin, 19341935,

Pe 7a

:233

151 100, olite
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The collsge was now housed in three separate bulld-

ings and ¥ in 8 position to offery a wider scope of work
than aver befores These ixproved facilitisz undoubtedly

¥ere more enticing to prespective students, for when
reglstration was complete in 1934, 8 total ﬁr‘eﬁs students
had enrolled.t®® This enrollment increased to 510 in 1935,133

The school board decided that the increased enrclle
mant rade necessary the srection of & fine arts and auvdle
torium buillding. The bullding was conastructed during the
summer of 1836. It contalned an sudlitorium with a eeating
capacity of §25 and classrooms which were used for maslc,
speech, end other fine arts,i5%

The 1036«37 college year began with &n enrolliment
of §#48. This waa-&n increage of sbout 7.5 per cent avér
that of the previous years Thils increass wasg not perticu~
larly significant within itselfy however, the earollment
trend from 1933 until 1940 es shoun in the following table
WAS nignifieantalaﬁ

52 g ellment Feport Anslysis, (Heglstrar'a Qffice,
Lamer College, }e

133 Enra11m&nt Report Analysis, {Peglstrarta Offloce,
Lamar College, 19ob)s .

134 Lamar College, Fcurﬁaenﬁh ﬁnnuag Fulletin,
1936-1837, p. Bl.

158 wnpeliment Reavord Analyals, 0pe Cite, 1883,
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TABLE IX
BHROLIBENTS AKD GBADDATES OF LLBAR COLLEGSE
1033-1340
Total Eumber of
Year Enrollment Graduates
1232«1033 410 - P4
1633-1834 4352 90 -
1534-1838 . 453 21
19351838 810 : 99
1936=1037 B4s 107
A537-1838 850 . 1ig
1038-1833 08 83
10221840 640 ' 121

Table II shows that the total enroliment for the
1939«40 college year was 640 &8 compared to 410 in 1932-533
this was sn inorease of approximately 66 per cent within
& seven year period, Simultanecuely, enrollment in the
high school continued to grow until additional facilities
wars needed for both high schoel and college purposes.

¥ovement to Exgand the Junior Collegs
Prom about 1837 until 1940, there was an undirested

movement to change lamar College into a four«yearninstituv
tion. On Harch £1, 1837, an artiai& in the Citlzen~Froesa
stated that the opening ¢f such & college would probably

resull Iin the lmmedlate enrollment of betwesn 600 and 700
students and that the present bulldings and campus of the

¥
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Junior college could be profitadbly used by the fastegrowing
South Park Independent School District.}5€ That same year

an article in the Feauwont Enterprise stated:

lsamsr College in the past has made educational his~
tory. Establishment of the college here fifteen years
ago wag &n experiment while the junlior college idea in
the state ¢f Texes wes comparatively & new thing and
waa certainly in the experimentsl stsge. « « « Lemar
Ccllege hes besome e definite part of the educational
system of Eesumont and the surrounding &rea « « « »
and today lsmar College looks forward.

Sentiment is cryatalizing for a four«year institu~
. tions Truateses have considered this ldea, and it has
been vaguely discusasd though no definite steps in the
digeatian.af forming & fourw-year unit here have been
taken, :

« + » A large area would be nesded from which to
draw suppert for & four-yesr institution. Also, educaw-
tional trends in the state will have to be oconsidered
when the future of Lamser College is taken into account.

Officials of the local instlitution sse within a
short perlod of tims, a state apportionment provision
for &1l students attending cocllege, and perticularly for
thosze attending a junior collegs. All of this must be
considered in plenning for the futurs of Lamar.

Those who are sheplipg the future of the institution
peint out that the earsa in which Beaumont is located is
the larzsest section in Texss not served by a four-ysar
college. And they alac point out thaet LFesumont is

ideally losated for a petroleum enginsering school, since

-4t ls in the very heart of the vast petroleum arem of the
Btate o7

156 pews ttem in Cltlzen-Press {Beaumont), KMarch 21,

1857

1957 .

157 Howa 1tem in the Pesumont Enterprise, September 1,
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The movement to make the college into a four-year
institution never got beyond the discusslon or planning
stage, Instead, efforts were scon directed toward creating
& junlor collegs district. College officials and the school
 board believed this plan would be the quickest and most
feasidble way of alleviating the finsncial burden that was
baing imposed on the school district by the junior college.
The i1dea of & junior college district was glven
emphasls by Mr. E. H. Hereford, junior college examiner, in
& report to the State Doard of Examiners on February 7, 1833,
In this report, it was pointed ocut that a considerable sum
of money would have to be spent 1f further development was
to be made., He sald that additlional dulldings were needed
and that some additions should be meds to the curriculum.
In hia conclusions, Mr. Hereford wrotet
Lamar Collepe 18 serving people from rether a wide
area., The South Park Indspendent School District has
carried the financial burden of the junlor ocolleye for
many years end has proven 1ts feasibility and advantage.
¥e are of the ¢pinlon, however, that the district will
not be jJjustified in extending the program very far
beyond ite present situation. We believe careful
sttention should be given %o the ldea of establishing
& junior college district in this area, and thereby
the financlial responsibility will be extended to s much

wider sres. We believg that this plan would not only
be feaslble but just.,1o8

138 g, , Hereford, "Report to State Board of
Examiners,” February 7, 193€.
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A fow monthe befors this report was made the Young
¥en's Buainess League ¢f Resaumont offered the services of

thaﬁ organization to cooperate in any manner possible for
| the development of the eollsge. This offer was promptly
| accepted by the schoel board, whereupon s ¢amm1ttee from
the Young Men's Business League wes appolinted to work with
the school board and college officlals on en expansion pro-
gram.lag This sction was taken in visw of the bellef by
Young Men's Buslness League leadera, college officials, and
school board members thet Lemar College had reached the
1init of possible expanaion with 1lts present facllitles and
under its preszent political status. It was belleved that
unless sn enlarged plant was provided and & more equitable
system of finsncing arranged, 1t would become necessary to
1imit the number of students accepted and curtail the serw
vices of the institutien.

The committee of the Young Hen's Business League
imediately began a series of meetings with busineas and
irdustrial leaders to study the nesads and possibilities of
an expansion program. According to & report that_théy

issued, thecse meetings revealed two very definite neesdss

139 716 Rosd Ahead for Lemay Collspe {pamphlets
Fsaumontys Young Men's Lusinesgs lsague, iggﬁ}.
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ls Technlcal, vosationsl, and semi~professicnal
training 1s badly needed in the Sabine Area. This
large and expending area is constantly in need of
skilled mechanlics and trained workers, Courses ere
needed to train the boys and girls of the Sabine Area
for the work herae,

Training above the high achool level 1s needed in
laboratory operations; metal work; use of office
machines; specialized training for seoretaries of
doctors, lawyers and othersi palesmanship} weod works
plloting and mechanics of aviationy diesel motorsy
electricity;y and in many other 2imilar flelds. These
courses can &ll be completed in two years.

2« Cultural end pree-professional college training
should he made available to our young people at as low
a cost ag posaible,

An increasingly lerge numdber of high school grade
uates are in need of Jjunior collsge opportunity where
they can obtain two years of collsge work without leave
‘ing home. Kany of these young pecpls nesd and deaire
pre-professional treining in law, medicine, engineering,
muslc, journalism, etc., In order that they may later
enter the profeasional) colleges to finish thelir degrees.
Others desire general gultural trsining in order to
prepare for fuller living and brosder flelds of service,
¥ost of these boys and girls will be denled the coppore
tunity of & college education unless a local collaga is
made available to them at & low rate of tultion,ld

The committee further found that the Junior College
Law of Texas made it possidble to form snd support an enlarged
Junior college district by vote of the quslified voters of
any proposed combinatlion of contiguous publiec school districts
meeting ocertain legel requlrements. Large taxepaylng

interests and meny citizens were consulted, and the great

140 Locs it

MO ——



majority were found to faver an expansion program. The
sormittee of the Young Men's Business Lesgue then reported

ita findings to the buardlez directors, and recormended that
the matter be presented to the genersl publis for considera-
vti@n. The report and recommendations were sdopted by the
board, and a central committes was appolnted to woerk out a
plen for submitting the preposed expension program to the
publics This central compittes worksd closely with offiw
¢clals of Lamar College end with the achool board of South
Park. _

The central committee decided that the entrance of
publie school diatricts into thie proposed Junlor college
dlastrict should be entirely voluntery and thet all semblance
. of coerslion should be avolded., ¥ith this thought in mind,
en invitation through the public presa was issued té the
people of the public school distriets in Jefferson County,
asking that any groups interested inm halping form the
original district make known their desires to the committes.
Representative olitizens of five school districts respondedy
those were Feaumont, South Park, French, Kederlan&. and Port
Neches, The pe;itisns for an election on the matter were
therefore fremed ¢n this tasls and signed by more than 2,000
resident taxpayers ¢f the territory involved., Some opposie
tion develcoped in the Fort Reches District and in the
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Federlsnd Disgtrict. The oppositon in these arseas seemed

to be based largely on & feeling theu ths densely popu=
‘lated distrioctas in Beaumoni warevtxying tc “take in" these
~ smeller voting areas without ihe consent of & majorlty of
thelr gqualified votera, since In the original forsetion of
the district & majority votes. of the entire ares would
govern, and hence a smaller dlatrict might be included
slthough a mjorlty of 1tg owmn citizens were appﬁsadu14l
When oppesition developed in the sdjscent areas,
the commltiee of the Young ¥en's Business Leggue re-opphae
aized that even the sllighteat appesrsnce ¢f coersion should
be avolded, since the entire project had been concelved and -
planned from the begimning &8 & ceoperative endeavor, and
since to do otherwlse would probably create animosity
toward Eesumont in the adjacent aress. As & conseguence,
ad jacent districts were advised that they would not be pere
mitted to pariticipate in the formmilen of the original
" distrigt unless they presented writien evidence thut &
majority of thelr gualified voters desired to do sc. These
districts were glven until June £5, 1940, to prcduce auch

evidence, Uhen the ovutlylng distriets 414 not zubmit such

161 #ramar College Expansion Pra{cet“ {pamphlety
Leaumonts Young ¥en's Lusineas League, 1940).
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evidence by that date, it baa&ﬁe spparent that only the
three public school districts of Beaument wanted to form

the origimml district. It was explained that territories
‘not desiring to snter at this tire were not necessarily
opposed to the project, but that they wanted to vote on
whether or not to join the college dlstrict in an election
involving only thelr own diatrict,242

The caentral committes declded Lo present t¢ the

qualified voters of the Beaumont, Frénah, and South Park
Districts on Saturday, Ssptember 21, 1940, the opportunity
to decide on the followlng propositionst

1. The creation of a lemar Union Juniocr College
District to be composed of the Independent School
Districts of Feauwrmont, Bouth Perk, and French.

2. The isauance of £850,000 in 30«year serial bonds
for the construction and equipment of & splendid college
plent,

3» The levying of a tax not to exosed twenty cents
on the £100 valuation for the support and malntensnce
of the college,

4. Eleoction of & board of trustees to govern the
sollege ,143

Te fulfill the legal regquirement of having seven
trustees svailable to govern the expandsed college, educa-

tional laéasrs in éhe threes bBeaumont schoocl districts wers

142 100, olte

L

143 wg pond Ahead (pamphlet}), op. cit.
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requésted to suggest two qualified men from esch school
aiahr;atf The eix wen so chosen nominsted a geventh. These
.wmen agreed to be candidates for the non-salarled board of
“trustaes to govern the proposed oollegs. The prepossd board

includaed seven olvic and educstional lesders from the vaéieua
gormrunities.

In the weolks preceding the elegstion schedulsd fop
September ©1, 1940, ths public was informed of the many
aspoots end remifications of the ilepending lssue, with all
¢f the usual svenueés belng used for the disssemination of
publicitys There were articles in the daily newspapers}
radio pwagram# wore ssheduleds hrochures were distributed; -
and publlic mestings wers arranged, Une of the troohures
that was given wide distribution by the Young ¥Yen's Busineass
L&agua explained in a.n@riaa of guestions e&nd answers 1tens
tﬁat eitizens wanted to know about the expansion plsn, Some
of these Quesgtions and answers are listed as follows:

1. EHow much L& thegproposed bond issuve for the

Lapar Expansion program, and for what purpose will the
money be used?

The propoasd bond issus i3 not to sxoceed $850,000,

The poney, i1 voted, will be used to estabdlish and
aquip 8 new ocollage plants & » » It has been caloue
lsted by reliable architesta thad suoh a ¢ollegs plant

oan be eatablished for §$850,000 and thad this plant
wonld provide ample facilities for 1,000 students.
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2. Bow mwuch will this expansion program cost the
average taxe-payer?

The maximum &mount which 1t coculd cost any taxe
payer under the laws of Texzas would be twenty cents on
the £100 valuation. County valuations will be used,
and the taxes will be collscted by the county; and
since the aversge tax-payer 18 not asssssed for more
than £1,500 on the county tex rolls, his teax could not
exceed §3.00 per yoar.

3« BHow long would 1t be before this expsnded junior
college would develop intec a four=-yéar college?t

It st be clearly understood that the present expanw
sion program is belng projected as a brosdened junlor
collegs rather than &2 a senior oollege,., In the first
plsce, the lawa of Texas make no proviaion for the
lovying of & tax in a looal community for the support
of 8 local foureyear cocllege, while such provision has
been made for the support of & Junlor college, Consee
quently, bonds and texes would have to De vated for
junior collegs purposes onlys

Howaver, once & nevw and separate plant 18 provided
for an snlarged Junlor college, on a campus of its own,
there would bs nothing to prevent the board of trustees
of such an institution from permitting senior college
glasses to be organiged If they so deaire and the demand
is evident; and use could be made of the buildings and
equipment for such classes, Of courss, the tuitien
charged genior division students would have to pay &ll
operating costas of this division, as present lews would
not permlt any tax money to be used for this purpose.

4. Vhere would this college be located?

Texaa laws provide that the campus for auch & college
mast be ohosen by the Deard of Trustess of the gollege,

It might be added 1in this connection that the board
of trustsees of the South Park Independent School
ﬁiatriet. which now operates lamar College purchased a
E0f~acre tract of land at a very low coat a few years
o Iin order to attempt to be ready to meet the present
over~crowded condition whiszh they could see developing
in the collegs., This tract of lard would be more than
ample for the establishment of a greater Lamar follege.



£2

5, ¥hy dosa not the South Park Indspendent School
District expand Lamar Colleget?

- 1% would be impossible for sny one public aschool to
desvelop the kind of college thls communlty neede end
deserves, No one distrioct within its bounds hes suffle
clent valuastion to build and suppordt such an institue
tion in sdditlion to ocaring for its publie schools. Py
including several public school districts in one ¢ol=
lege distriet, the valuations are sufficlient to permit
a very low tax rats, Furthermore, the college will
offer Lits services teo all the high school graduates
within the college district, Jjust as the publie schools
cars for thelr respective territorles, except thet a
szall college tultion will bs charged,

If Lamer College continues to have the financlal
support of enly one publie school district, its student
body will have to be limited and its services curtalled,

6. ¥Would there be a differsnt tultion charged to
students ountside the new college districet as ocompared
to thoss within the dlistriot?

This would be & gqusstlion c¢f poliecy for ths borrd of
trustess of the college to determine, but undoubtedly
students living inaids the ocollege diastrliot would be
charged a much lower tultion than those 1living outside.
The exact tultlon rate would depend upon several face
torsy size of the student body, amount of tax levied,
number of different coursges offered, and other fectors.

7@ ¥ould 1t be possible to enslrge the collsge
dilastriet in later years i1f other territory desires to
oome in?

Provision is mede under the laws of Texas for
annexing territory to an exlating Junior college dis~
trict, provided such annexation be previously approved
by the cellege board of trustess, end voted by an
slectlion in the territory regquesting snnexation, Pro-
sedure for such an alection 1s simple,

8, What chancs would thers be to secure state ald
for such 8 junior college?
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The chances appear favorable that within the next
fow yeara the state of Texas will subsidize junlor
collegea to some extent, probably as much sas {60 per
student, It would be much cheaper for the state of
Toxas to subaidize junlior colleges than to educate
frashmen igﬁ sophomores st the state supported senlor
golleges. 4
Another argumeént that was used by proponents of the
expansion program was that 1f ¢ jJunior college district was
oreated, the Btate Poard of BEducation probably would nsver
permit the establishment of enother public college nearby.
On the other hand, 1t was pointed out, a defeat of the pro-
posed ocollegs district in EBeaumont would be an invitation to
other comrunities to form such a dlstricet, end this would
tekes away from leauvmont the edvantages of being the college
community of the Sabine Area.
The day before the election, Gene Xaquin, president
of the Young Men's Business League expressed confidence that
the electicn would be won by &n overwhelming majority. In

s stetement to the Pesumont Enterprise he salds

The future of Lamar Collegs 1x in the hands of the
votera, %e believe thet in the pest few weeks we have
sonvinced the parents and taxpayers that the expansion
of lamar College, which has not reached the lirmit of
student enrolliment with 1ts. pressnt plant, 18 necessary
to the cultural and economic development of the ocity.

144 4 . 8lt.
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No formidable oppositicn has presented itiself becéuse
1t iz practically impossible to oppose a propesition
which hes but one unselfish alw--the future wslfare of
our children and our communlity, whioh they wlll evene
tually povern.+d
Hewspaper hesdlines the following day told that a
‘graatar lamsr College District had been created. The total
number of votss cast wes about 1900, and each of the pro=
poeels carrised Ly about 300 votes. Although that was by no
meana sn evarwhalgﬁng majority, lssders of the movement were
gratified by the resulta 46
It was announced that the school board of the South
Park Independant SBchool Distriet would aontinug to govern
the oollege throughout the 1940-41 college year. However,
1t was emphssized thet from the tiwe of the opening of the
new institution, the new bLoard of trustess would govern 1it,
and there would be no affiliation with the scheol board of

South Park or any other governing bu&y.147

145 Hews item In the Beawmont Enterprise, September
21, 1%40.

146 Fews item in the Pesumont Enterpriss, Se:itember
22, 1940.

———

147 Mc glt.
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Ve LAMAR UNION JUNIOR COLLIGE

The new bosrd of truatees for the Lamar Union Junlor
College Distriotl48 pet for the first time on September 24,
1840, Just three days after thsir election. Th? board was
composed of M, L. Love, Gene Naquin, Herman lles, Beeman ~
Strong, Dr. Talbot A. Tumblescn, q' M. Combs, and L. K. #all,
The wmeeting was called to‘ordor by Dr. Tumbleason, aoting as
chairmsn, who immedlately asked for nominations for presi-
dent. J. K, pombi-was elected president by acclamation and
succeedsd to Ehe chair. Then, Dr. Tumbleson was slected
vicoe~president, and L. K. Wall was slected secretary. It
" was declded to sesk & meeting with the South Park Schcol
_Board on Septcmbor 26. 1940. for the purposs of diacusaing
evantl of mutual 1nternat.149

Initial Orgenizetion .

4

The board of tﬁhatéés for lamar College met with the
South Park Board as planned on September £6, 1940, and an

atmosphere of complete harmony and co-operation was noted.

148 Although the legsl name of the district was
Lemar Union Junior College Distrisct, the name of the college
remained Lamar College untlil it lost ita junior college sta-
tus in 195l1.

149 ¥inutes of the lLamer College Losrd of Trustees,
Vol. 1, September 24, 1940, pe Lo
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The South Park Poard officially agreed to contlnue the
operation of the coliage for the remainder of the school
year in order that the Lamar College Loard of Trustees might
devote i1ts tire to problems incident tc the conatrustion of
& college plent, Furthermore, the Lamexr Board sasccepted the
opportunity of purchasing a fifty-eight and one-half acre
tract of land from the Scuth Park School District at e total
coat of $25,536,+50 The new college was leter ersoted on
that site,

- The architectural fim of Livesay, Stons, and Pitts
was employed to submit plans end specifications for build-
ings .11 The architects wers told that the following
buildings would be needed: (1) administration, (2) science,
(3) vocational, (4) gymasium and athletic plant, (5) heating
plant, and.(e) suditoriume In addition, 1t was pointed out
that a students! union and a dormitory would be desirable if
enough money were available.t® snoptly thereafter, the
board of trustees authorized J, M, Combs, president of the
lamar College Loard of Trustees, and John E., Gray, dean of

men at Lamar College, to accompany the architects on a trip

- 150 1p44,, September 28, 1940, P. 3.

151 1h44., October O, 1940, pe 7.

152 yp4a,, October 14, 1940, pe 13.
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to "inspect the architecture, ourriculs, teaching procedures,
and community relationships of Junior golloges in Calf~- -
fornia,"153

That was the first time that John E. Gray was men-
tioned as having an offlclal sonnection with the nsw college,
exgept that on Ostober 14, 1540. Je . Combs reported that
the South Perk School-Boni& had offered the Lamar Foard tem=-
porary office and moetzngfapaeé;"{;}os, and atenographic
_service under the supervision of~John E. Gray. On March 31,
"1841, ¥r. Gray was employed as director of the college, Ie
was to merve untll'thq board found 1t desirable to eelsct a
president, end, in the interim, he would have the ssme
powers, dutles, and ;eapénsibilztieu §h§t a president would .
have, At the sama meatlng G. A, Wimberly waa employed to
set up and kqep e sot of booka.is‘ At a 1at§r date, he was
named business manager. - |

John E. Gray and the lamsr College Board of Trustees
worked very hard during the latter part of the 1940~41 yeap
in making plans for the futurs. It was necesaary for them

to decide on the priority of bullding construction, to plen

153 Ibid., Fovember 14, 1940, p. 13.
188 1p14., Karch 31, 1941, p. 147.
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& currioulum, to hire teschers, to meke provision for
olassrooms for the following year, and to care for a myriad
of other problems that were confronting them. It had deen
;ecognisod earlier that 1t would not be possible to eract
sufficlent buildings by the beginning of the 1941-42 year
to care for the student body.

A str;né gelling point for the expansion program
hed been the need gop technical, vocational, and semi~
technical training by the yoﬁth of the Sgﬁina Areas The
Young Ken's Euainess League prectisally promised that the
naw college would provide tfcining programs fbr the pre~
enployment neadnAor;;éuth anid the pcat-omploymaht needs of
Smployed adults; The board of ppusieen decided to conduct
&n qpaupational aurvof t0~pelp’them plan the type of currie
euluﬁ that should bé proyided‘fbr these pre-employment and
post—employment_paedg. It was &lgo belleved that.the sur=
vey would prévid;"ip;cirlc 1n:orﬁat10n and suggestions for
determining the type and size ér the vocatioﬁa bulildinge.

The survey was conducted by citizens of Beaumont,
with the aid of consultants from the Agriculturel and
Mechanioal Collegs of Texas, and an attempt was made to
accomplish the follewing objectivess _

l. To list the firms in the Lamaf College Servico»

Area smploying ten or more peraons includinz the mailing

address, the number of persons employed, and the namv
of person or persons dolng the hiring.
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2. To list the occupational pursuits, the average
number of employees engaged therein, and the possible
number of employees hired each year with and without
experience,

Se¢ To recowmmend a péc~§£p10yment training program
for Lamar College to prepare youths to enter chosen
occupatiocns found in the Sebine Area.

4. To recommend a poat-ompléyment program for
employed adults working in trade and industry, distri-
butive, ¢ommercial, semi-professional, and other fields.

8. To recormend for Lamar College the floor space
required in a trades and industrial building for the

recomrended pre-employment and post-employment training
programe.

4 JF

6, To determine the number of young peogle eligible
for training and their present interests.ld

The reaults of thu aurvey wore compilad and published
by the college, and the rindingo provided usable information
for the board of trustees and erohitects. FHowever, one of
the most important aspeots of the project was that this was
emong the firat of s long list of cccaslons when the admini-
stration or the board of trustees sought advice or sugzes-
tions from local people in order that the needs of the
comrunity might be more adequately considered.

Because of the great need for trained workers in

national defense industries in 1940 end 1941, the btoard of

1586 Occupational Survey of Sebine Area (Beaumonti
Iamar Union Junior Colliege Listrict, 1941), pe le
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trustees considered various ways in which the gollege might
give immediate sssistance, With no facilities or bulldings
fmmediately availabla, the outlook was not too bright.
EBowsver, on Janusry 8, 1941, John E. Gray.ieported to the
trustees that & representative group of the Beaumont
¥ational Tefense Advisory Council had conferred with offi-
cials of the State Department of Vocational Pducation
relative to the establishment of & Fational Defenss Training
Program in Besumont. The board of trustees decided that the
college would offer to sponsor the program 1f facilities
oégld be obtained . JS6 fThe offer was aoon accépted, end
arrengements were made to locate the training center at the
) Bouth;ast Texas State Falrgrounds. Then, the college
rOQu;ated that the State Department of Vocational Hlucetion
provide machinery and equipment for the training. On ¥arch
8, 1941, it was announced that §435,700 had been approved for
‘thé program in Baaumont.157 By the end of June, the dorénao
'fraining program was under way.

Undoubtedly,. the faculty and atudents at Lamsr
0011oge.looked en the 1940~41 year as a sort of "lame duck"
session. They knew that the ccllege would be separated,

156 yinutes, op. sit., January 8, 1941, p. 101
157 _I__m.’ ¥arch 6. 1941' Pe 152,
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sdministratively at 1e;;t, from the South Park Indepsendent
Scheool Distriot. 48 early as March 25, 1941, arrangements
had dbeen mede with South Perk for the collsge to continue
to utilize bulldings and equipment until the new plant was
reagy Tor ooeup@noy.lﬁa .

. By the time the 1941-42 year began, it was evident
that the new college would differ greatly from the old one.
Even'wlyhout7h single new dullding rsady for use, sufficient
chingoa had bheen made in the administration, faculty, and
curriculum to give some credence to the statement that Lamar

. was “blazing a new trail in the field of college education

in Texas." %% zxcerpts from the Beaumont Enterprise
otfactively tell the story of the revised curriculum:

This yoar the college, with the introduotion of
» terminal courses, will offer, by far, the most varied
and complete array of training classes in the history
of the school and one of the most adaptadble currlou-
lumas offered by any Junior college in the nation.

. The curriculum, patterned largsely after the junior
college system of the state of Californis, has been
divided into two major divisionse-the university pro-
paratory snd the terminal,

The university preparatory divlalon will include
the first two years of standard university preparatory
-and pree-professional training. « « « Each course in

158 yp1d4., March 25, 1941, p. 141,
159 yews ttem in the Beaumont Enterprise, August 23,

1941,
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this division has been fully scoredited with the state
department of educstion, the Texas Associlation of
Colleges and Universities, the 2outhern Aasociation of
Colleges and Univerasities, and the American Asacgciation
of Junior Colleges. « » « These courses will fit fully
the requirementa for the firat two years of degres work
at any standard college or univeraity.

The second major dlvision will be the terminal divi-
sione. It will include two general types of coursess
business courses and trades and industrial courses.-
the business courses are set up on a practiocal dbusinesa

' "basis and are demigned to lesd to employment at the end

of two years of collegs trainings « = « It should be
clearly understcod by both parents and studenta that

.many of these terminal business courses are not trans-

ferable to senior colleges and univeraities for coredit.
The courses are not set up with the idea that ths stu=-
dent will tranafer to a senior college or university,
but are desligned to fit the student for employmsnt at
the end of two years of college traininge « ¢ o

- The second aection of courses in the terminal divie

" sion of the new curriculum is known as the trades and
dndsutrial division, These coursea offer skilled

instruction in auto and sircraft mechanics, slectrical
and radio work, machine shop, petroleum refining, and
distributive education. Also, oxyacetylene welding,
burning, and electric welding will be taught as related
8ki1lls to auto and siroraft mechanics and machine shop.

Distributive education, & speclialized course in the

" art of distributing merchandise, is dealgned to teach

boys end girls the art of proper buying and selling of
merchandise, and stresses the service philonophy of the
distributive flelde o o o,

All of the courses in the trades and industrial divi-
sions ere desalgned to lead to employment at the end of
two years of tralning and do not carry transfer cresdlt
to senior colleges and univerasities,

s » » The college will meet the needs of every boy
or girl in this entire ares. « « » It will be & real
service inatitution supplying & sufficlent, but not an
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over-supply of trained personnel to fit into the busie
ness, professional, end lndustrial 1ife of the Sabine
Ares +° )

Hot listed in the akove mentioned neiapapev ertiocle
but of equal importance was the civilian pilot training
program, & apecinl plmse of the terminal division, which
‘uas organiged %o provide a competently supervised prirary
ground achool trainlngiin the subjects of meteorology, navie
-gatioh, and eivil-nir-regulationa. Upon successful comple~
t{on of the course the stulent was to be granted a private
pllotts ceriificate. This program was headed by Qe B
'Archer, director of the ;chool of sciencé.

EXGépt for additicnal personnel to teach the new
courses that were offered, the faculty remafned akout the
same under 1ts new atatus, As has been indicated previously,
there were important administrative changes. John E., Gray,
director, succesded C, W, Pingman who continued as luperin-l
tendent of the Scuth Park Schoolse Ds W. Eolitnott remsined
as dean of the coilege; G. A, Wimberly was named business

managerj and Celeste Kitchen becams the registrar.

160 10c, cite.

161 ramar Collegs, ineteenth Arnual lulletin,
1941-1942, Beaumont, Texas; pe. 1li.
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For the first tims since the greation of South Park

Junior College, the purpose of the institution as steted In
snnual cataloyues was materially altered. The objectives
of the scollege as shown in the 1941-42 catalogue wereg

lamar College 18 & two-year institution of junior
oollege rank, the primary purpose of which is to pro-
mote the development of 1ta students.

The scope of the institution is broed. It ia
organigzed to serve at least four major groups of stu-
dents; (1) thoase preparing for upper division standing
or sdmittance to professionsl curricula of senior col=-
legaes and universities; (2) thoses seeking a sultural
education in courses that terminate at the end of the
college yeari (3) those desiring two years of techniocal,
trade, business or semi-professional training that will
quelify them to enter the business and industrial world
upon completion of two yeoars of college trainingsi and
(4) those whose needs are beat met by short term courses
and cooperative programs, partlisularly in the fleld of

. @dult eduoation or on sn evening school basis,l6l .
. Tultion charges were conaslderably different under
the expanded college, Full-time students taking univeraity
preparatory or business courases and living within the jJjunior
college dlastriot were charged $42.50 per semester, while
out-of-district students taking those courases were chsrged ‘-’
£67.50 per semester. A differentiated schedule was listed
for students enrolling for induastrial and distridbutive edue
cation courseas, In-distriot students taking such courses

were ocharged $25.00; students from outside the dlatrict were

161 1a:mar College, Nineteenth Annual) Bulletin,
1041-1042, Reaumont, Texas, pP. 1l6.
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required to pay ${35.00 per semester. Officisls of the
college justified this differencs by explaining that the
_ salaries of vocational teachers are paid largely by the
federal government through the Department of Vocational
Educition of the State Department of Flucation.162

- Prior to the beginning of the 1941-42 yesar, it had
been hoped, and even anticipated, that the new vocations
building would bs ready for oocupancy by the time tne fall
semester began. %hen 1t was determined that it would neot
be niailahlo, arfangamsnta were made for shop classes to
b§ taught in temporary quarters at the South Texas Falre
groundss -Jtudents vere transported back end forth from the
) bolioga for these classes, All other class work was oon-

ducted in the bulldings that hed bsen viiliged the previous
' yoar, |
On Wovember 20, 1941, the junlor college examiner
viaited the college and submitted a >eport to the state
board of examiners. In a letisr dated December 1, 1841, the
examiner had this to say about hia findings in relation to
the curriculums
. » « The college examiner desires to express hii

thorough commendation for the very effective vocationasl
end terminal offerinss of Lamer College + « « o The

16? News item in the Beaumont Enterprise, August 24,

1941,
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college makes a definite attermpt to meat the needs of
Industry with well tralned young people who are effece
tive in semi-skilled and skilled veocationas. W¥hile
Iamar College has by no means quit the task of pree-
paring atudents for highsr academis work, it is very
-definitely and quite effectively attempting to meet

the needs of the great majority of junior college stu- :;

dents who ere not destined to enter senior oolleges.
In addition to the civilian pllot training program,
Lamsr College 18 training epproximately 400 youths .in
national defense emergency vooational treining « « « »
During this emergency Lamar College is runnling two
distinet inatitutiona, one of which offers oollege
training, while the cother 13 primarily conscerned with-
& quick imparting of skills so badly needed in defense
industries, 163 ‘ L
In his conclusions, the examiner again express his
approbaticn of the vocational program, and resommended ifa
continuation, with increased emphasis cn guidance for indie
vidual atudents., Furthermore, he atated, "With much enébu-*
siasm, the college examiner recommends that Lamer College
be retalned on the list as & first class junior college."164
During the year the board of trustees was primarily
concerned with the building program. By December, the laat

major contract had been let, and by the end ¢f the epring

163 g, ¢, Dodd, "Report to State Eoard of Exeminers,"

December 1, 1941.
366 Loo. oit.

.
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sufficlient bulldings had been completed for the college to

he moved to 1ts new quartern.las

Anticipating an entirely new physicel plant by the
beginning of ths fall semester of 1942, the board of trus-
tees belleved that there would be & considerable increage
in enrollment. This, of course, meant that additionsal
foschers would be needed., Also, it was decided that cer
tain adminiatrativa and organization&l changes would make
" it poaaiblc for . the policles sand principles of the board to
be carried out more effectively. Accordingly, on June 1,
1942, the position of director of the college was abolished
and sphnﬂs. Gray‘was slected president. Simultaneously, -
ohh;r adninistrative ehanges wers announced. F. S, Eraden
uai named-dean or‘éuidanneg 0. Be Archer was promoted to
dean of the nlght sohool, in eddition to his other dutles
as director of the division of sclence and co-ordinator of
thonéivilian pillot training programy R. M. Hodgkiss was
named dean of moeny and D. W, Boitnott, who had served as
dean of the college for eighteen years, was relisved of that
poasition and was. doaignnted as director of the liberal arts
diviaion.lbe

165 mews 1tem in the Beaumont Enterprise, June 1,

1942,
168 ZL_. oita
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Undey the new sarrangement, the president was made
the chlef executive and administrator; directly responsible
to the board of trustess. The dssn of guldance and the
dean of the night school worked directly under and were
responsible to the president. Under the two deans were
four divisions, each with a director.187 Preasident Cray
made the following statement in relation to the new organi-
gations

The organization of the college into the four major

divisions will make it poasible to serve the needs of
-. the boys and girls of the area for higher education . in

-~ _ the fields of pre=-professionsl training, practical
business, vocational sand techniocal training, amd the ,
firat two years of sclence and engineering. The broad
program affords the youth of the area & variety of.
training unaurgagaed by any Junlor collegs in the
United States,*®

During the first week of June, 1942, college facille
ties were transferred from the South Park School site to the
new locetion. Thus, when summer school classes begen on
- June 8, 1842, they were held on the new campus. All of the
buildings were not completes however, sufflicient claasrooms

wore available for the classem that were noheduled.159

160 Kewa lteam in the? Beaumont Interprise, June 4,

1642,
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Except for a few detalls, all of the new buildings
were ready when the fall semester of 1042 began. The new
plent was constructed on a sixty-acre site and Iincluded
five modern brick structures, whioch Qere nameéd the adminie
stration building, 11brary,‘aeieneo bullding, union-gymnae
sium, and vocations building. These were in addition to
the athletisc fleld house, practice flelds, garage, work
shop, and store rooms.  The college catalogue for 194243
stated that each dbullding was furnished with new equipment
of the most modern type obtainadle, and it was qétlmatm!-
that the entire new plant, together with all squipment, was
valued et more than $1,000,000,179

The ¥ar Years

It was believed that effeots of the war would
serioualy affect student enrollment 1n ﬁﬁo fall of 1942,
for 1t wes antliglpated that many stndanta and some teuohers
would enter the armed forces either betorc the college yeat
began or shortly thereafter, This, however, dld not prevont
President Cray from optimistically predicting an enrollmant
of 800 students. This would have been an incresse of

thirty~seven over the enrollment of ths previoua year.171

370 ramer College, Catalogue, 1942-43, p. 18,
171 yews item in the Reaumont Journal, Eeptember §,

1843,
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Actually, the president's predioction was toc high for only

748 students rogistered during the 1942-43 year.172

~ On January 8, 1942, the president sald that the oute
look for the apring enrcollment waes not bright, aince over
balf of the young men &t the college were of draft age. Ee
stated that the total enrollment had already éropped off
100 since the beginning of the fall ssmesterj however, he

. emphesized that conditions st lamar College were not unlike

_those- in simllar institutions over the nation.}”> mnrolle-
ment continued to dacresse untll by the end of the spring
semester, 1943, there wore cﬁly 329 full-time students.
‘ In & combined dedicatery and graduation program held
‘on ¥ay 31, 1943, J. M, Combs, president of the board of
trustees, dedlcated the new bulldings and gave the conmence=
"ment address. The speaker sald he was dediocating the new
éz.ooo,ooo plant to the "youths of tomorrow who will perw
petuate the democratlic principles for which our boys are now

giving their 1ives 374

172 pnroliment Report Analysis, (Reglstrar's Office,
lamsr College, 104G}

173 Toe, cit.

174 Yews item in the Reauvmont Enterprise, June 1,
19450 ' ~
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Sixty-eight students were schoedyled to'sraduate; however,
& number of them were glven thelir diplomas in absentis,
since they wers already in the srmed forcea. _

At the beginning of the summer teérm in 1543, & new

"tri-sexester” plan was launched at the college. The school
yoar was divided into thres semester, one coming Quring the
summer and the c¢ther two during what is normally the long
gession. The new aystem was planned to meet war time
demands by abeeding up the training of youthn.175 When
registration was complete, a total of 230 students had
enrolled. This was the largest summer enrollment in the
history of the institution. Commenting on the summer school
program, Presldent Gray said: ' .

» » « An unusual factor about. the enrolliment was
that % was predonminated by boys. KHost of them are
seventeen yoears of age or a littles younger and want
to get in as ruch college work s posslbleée before
entering military service. 8ome of the glrls are
walting until September, but apparontly the boya are
entering while they may,176 .

Prior to the beginning of the fall semester in 1943,

the war time philosophy of the college was summarized in an
article in the Beaumont Enterprise. Quoted in part, 1t

stateds

+

175 Ibid.’ June 6, 1943, .
176 1pid,., June 8, 1943,
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Frills of education have been relegated to another
day, and streamlining for war time efficiency and apeed
have stepped in at Lamer Colleges « » .
Realistiocally the administrative staff of Lamar has ‘
faced the oxler of the day-~that all youth now 1is i
involved in 1ts greatest assignmente-~that of preserving- ™ -
freedom &nd the democratio way of life for posterity.’
The spesd-up of the college has been plannoed to fit:
into this scheme and the college will put its shoulder
to the wheel in preparing youth for this conflict, and -
for life 1n_the days of peace that sesm not too far in
the future,i177 ‘ o
_ The war years were difficult ones at Lamar, With .
fewer students, all of the teachers and administrators were
not needed, This problem was solved with comparative ease,
for as enrollment decreased, teachers and adminiatratore' J
simultanecusly resigned to enter other fields of employment -
or military service. By the end of the summer of 1944, the -
president, John E., Gray, was on active duty with the navy)
Fe 8e Brdden. dean of guldance, was serving with the nnvyg'
Re K. Hodgkiss, dean of men, director of athletics, snd
director of physical education, was in the navy; H. F. Baugh,
head of the department of English was in the srmyj; Ralph
Hultt, essistant professor of hoclal science was on duty
with the navys and N. He Kelton, assistant professor of

chemistry,. was serving in the navy. The board of trustees

177 ibvid., September 11, 1043,
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granted military leave to all of these teachers and
administrators, 7o L

. On July 18, 1944, 0. B« Archer was chosen to serve -
a8 acting prealdent during the absence of John E. Graye.

At the same time, J, B. Norton was deslignated as soting
dean while F. S. Iraden was on leave.l?® 0, B, Archer had
been assoclated with the aocllege since its incepticn &nd

was dirootor_or the sclence division and cb-ordigator of

the eivilisn pilot training progrem at the time of his slecw
tion a8 acting president. J. B. Norton had been & professor
of chemlatry. I

At the general election in November, 1944, 3.”M.'

Combs, president of .the beard of trustees for Lamar Coilogo
was slected as reproabntative to the Congress of the United
States from the Sesond Congressional District. This made
1t necessary for him to submit hils resignation as & member
of the board of trustees. The letter that he wrote to the

board is quoted belows

178 1nid., September 2, 1944.

179 Minutes of the Jamer College Eoard of Trustees,
vVol. 3, July 18, I%I-: Pe 228, -
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Board of Trustees .
Lemar Unlon Junioer College Diatrict
Beaumont, Texas

Gentlemens

I hereby tender my resignation as & memder of the
Lemar College loard of Trustees. As you know, ry .
duties in ¥ashington will make it impossible for me to
render any real service as a member of the board.

It kaa been a privilege end a pleasure to work with
you in the development of Lamar College. I need not
tell you how large a place Lamar College cccuples in my
civic interssts nor express my regret at not teing able
to zhare with you in its future development. Eowever,
i1ts plsce of service has been foundj the foundaticn of
ita future growth segsurely lald, It remains only to
build, to ploneer, to grow in service to our youth and
to our country. Fortunately, we have develcped s
leadership in the achool itself, executive and faculty,
walch with your help will wisely guide its future
growth. - I know, toc, you will plan in the future as wa
have in the past to so conduct the school that no exbie
tioua youth willing to work his way, or her way, through
Lemar shall ever be turned . .away because of lack of funds,.

. With personal regards and. best wishes to each ¢r you,
am, - .

Sincerely yours, _
(8igned) J. M. Combs
J. ¥. Combsl0
- The resignation was accepted w;ﬁn fegret. for the '
other members of the board knew how valu‘blo J» ¥, Combs?
services had been to the college during the paab'years.
This will be emphasized in a subsequent chapter when addie

tional information will be given concemming him.

180 yinutes of the Lemar College Rosrd of Trustees,
Vole 4, Decemuer 21, 1944, DPe 20«
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4 Acting President O, B, Archer, Acting Dean J. B.

Forton, and the faculty worked hard end faithfully during
the war years to operate the college in such & manner that
the greatest possible contribution could be mede to the war
effort, At the same tire an attempt was made to obtalin full
utiliiit;on from teaoufégs at hend. At times, faoculty mem-
bers were asked to teach sxtr; classea or to teach in sudbe
Sect matter~afeaa, other than thelr major flelds. This wes
unavoidable Dbecsuse 1£ was practically impossidble to hire
qualified collegs teachers. ‘By the end of the 194445 year,
l both administrators and teachers were looking forward with
antielpation to the time when they might expect some Gegree

of relief or a peturn to normaley.

Training for Peace -

Sooh after the war ended in the summer of 1946, plens
were made te shift the emphaslis from training for war to
training for peace. The war training program that had been
operated by the collegs was discontinued, and plans were
mads for an organigzed program of training to fit men and
. women for jJobs in lcocal peace time industries,

Members of the faculty and staff who had besn on
military leave began to return to their positions during
the fall of 19453 8ll of them had either resumed their
duties or had submitted resignations by June, 1946. %hen
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President Gray srrived at his office in November, 1345, after

being released from active duty with the navy, he found the
faculty sand staff confronted with e number of problsms that
almost defled solution. As was true at nearly all other cole
leges and universities, veterana by the hundreda sought
sdmission to olasses at lamar. ¥With a faculty too small to
teach the students and with & curriculum that had not been
parti;ulnrly planned for veterans, the president, the raoult}.
end the board of trustees attempted to make such sdjustments
as were msde necessary by these changed conditicns. «
Several significsnt administrative changea were mado
before the beginning of the rall semeater, 1946. As a
'beginning. John E, Gray returned from military service in
November, 1945, and replaced O, B. Archer who had been
gerving as aoting presldent. 0., B. Archer then became dean
of the svening school, director of the divisien of arts and
science, and co~ordinatoer of veterans' education., %when
P. S. Eraden was released from active duty with the navy in
the spring of 1948, he replsced J. B. Horton who had been
acting &3 dean of the college,. -Shortly thereafter, F. S,
Fraden resigned to enter yrivate business, and O. B+ Aroher
was chosen to replacs him. Other sdministrative changes or
additions were as follows: (1) Norris K, Kelton; returnsd

from active duty withk the navy, was named dean of student
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1ifs, director of the sclence division, and head of the
department of chemistry; (2) David Erngmen, a forser Lamar
College graduats and a navy veteran, was sslected as dean
of men and head basketball coachs {3) ¥: L. McLaughlin, a
former high school principal and san army veteran, was neped
co;ordlnator~or vet;rana"educatien; (4) ¥. Js Holloway, a
former publlc aoiool superintendent, became dirsctor of the
voterana"advlaement,eenter; {E) ¥rs. Bess Keal Gentry was
smployed as dean of women &nd director of health end physi-
cal oducatioﬁ~rcr'woman;131 and (8) ¥, L. Cariker, a former
public school administrator, was named direstor of the
evening or extended day program.l62

In the sum&ar of 1944, President Oray estirsted
that 1100 atudents would enrollztha following fall, Of that
number, he thought abgyt 700 would be voiorann. As 8 cone
gsoguence, twenty-five ;Qw teachers were employed, making a
total of fifty faculty members ,185

Soon after registration began that fall it was
realized that there would he more students than could de
adequately accommodated. After 1100 students had enrolled

+

104 181 yews 21tem in the Beamwmont Pnterprise, August 18,
Ge . ) ‘

182 ..I.P.La.'." 50933&)62‘ 11' 1946«
183 Ibid., September 1, 1946,
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reglatration was suspended until otker arrangements could

be made. The result was that sdiitional teachers wore
hired, and the class achedule waas revised. A nows item in

the Peaumont Pnterprise stated that arrangements had been’

made to care for £00 additlonal students in the day program -
and 400 in an "extended-~day® progrsme. The extended day
classoé wore scheduled to meet from 4330 until 9:30 pe ma,
four days per week.l8% Py the time registration was come
pletsd over 1500 students had been enrolled 188

Bith such & large enrollment, phyalcal facilities
were taxe& to the 1imit, Many claaaroomﬁ were utiliged
every period during the day and until 9130 p. m. With no
money aveiladle ror.ofaqtiﬁs new bulldings, csollege officials
sought rellef from other sourcés. Consequently, en appli~
catiocn vn; ma&o tq’ép Qgéncy ©f the federal government for
soms surplus bulldings. On December §, 1946, it was |
" ‘announced that thrse aurplus‘puiidlngn rad bBeen granted to
the college for uso'gp meeging_tha overflow enrclliment, The
facllities granted 1nc1ude& Qn auditorium, & cafeteria, and

- 184 ggws item in the Fesumont Jourmal, September 23,
Be _— o

185
Enrollment Report Analysis, (Registrar's Office,
Iamar College, 1047)e ’
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two small classroom bulldings, with an estimated value of

£125,000, The federal goverrnment sagreed to pey for dis-
mantling and reerecting the buildings on the college site.
It was antioclipated that all of them would be ready for
occupancy by the fall of 1947,188
| During the late spring orizacv. legislation that
would have changoed Lnﬁar College to & degrooograntlng'ibatln
tution was enacted, Xowever, the state aomptroller dild not
certify that sufficlient state funds were availadle for the
£1,000,000 appropriation that was providsd in the bill. |
Even though the b1lll was passed. by both sensate and the house
of ropresentativég or'the:atate of Texas an9'was signed by
the governor, it died beocause of the lack of fundas. &
detalled analysis of the movemsnt to make Lamar & four-year
college and the legislative fight that followed will bs
given in the fellowing chapter, 1

The annual catalogue for 1947+48 revealed no major
changea in the ourrlculum, cxcept that many new courses were
organized and inoressed enphasis was given to the evening
school. As was proviously mentioned, M. L. Cariker was

exployed aas superviaor of evening classes for college credit,

1046 186 yows item in the Eeaumont Enterprise, Decemver &,
4 . . . .
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later, Jos B. Thrash became supervisor of evening classes
in the vocational division. Thess tso men devoted thelir
full time to planning and publicizing the evening programe
A specisl supplement to the annual ogtalogue was lssued in
_the supmer of 1947, Tkis publication, contalning detailed
evening seﬁoél announcensnts and informetion, was éiven
wide distribution in the Sabine Arsa. A Quotation from
that supplement aptly describes the ainccre.desire of offi=
clals of the &ollego to meet the needs of the community and

areat

’ ~

- Lamar College desires to meet the educational needs
- + Of the Sabline Area at &ll times. In keeping with that
policy the evening school of the college operatses a
very flexible program of classes that is designed
espesially for those who are regularly employed and
.cannot attend c¢classes durling the day, To those desiring
to continue their general education or extend their
trade knowledge oxr skills, and remain in fulle-tize
employment the Lsmar College Lvening 8School offers an
opportunity that is both convenient and low in cost.

To meat the needs of the people in the area, Lamar
Collegas is prepared to: (1) opsrate classes for any
group of twelve or more, (2) oporate 0lassses in all
subjeots that are desirsd and for which competent -
instructors are obtainsble, (3) operate such claszses
at any tire, day or night, and &t any location that is
convenient to the group, and finelly (4) offer such 187
ccurses at the loweat possible cost to the individual,

At the end of the regular registration period in
1947, 1810 fulletims day students had enrolled, Trtat total

) 187 tamar Collegs, Supplement to the Twenty-Fifth
Annuel Catalogue, 1947-1948, pe. 6.
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did not include pert-time students taking scedemis or
vocationel courses. On the basis of estimates made during
tgg summer, eleven new taoultj nemsers wears employed,l

meking & total of sixty-seven regular teachers.iSS

-

Jerfﬁrson Jugior College _
. .On February'iz, 1648, the board of trustees
.suthorized John E. Cray, president, to make & survey to
fdetermine yhether'theée was 8 need for a MNegro branch of
‘the junfor coilego.lag The president immedirtely enlisted
the coopsration and help of iho principals of the high
schools dnﬂhoﬁhar Negro leaders in Beaumont, Also, he
obﬁqlqgé eassurances from ssghocl officlala of the South Fark
Independent School District and of the Beaumont Independent
School District that faollitles at the high schools wculd
be made available for junior college classes, if othert
arrangenents could not be made, In early March, all Kegro
residents of Heaumont were 1nvite§ to attend & mees meeting

in the Charlton-Pollard Figh School to discuss the "poasi-
bilities and copportunities of organizing a Fegro branch of

188 #pegt gtrar’s Report" {Lamer State Collegs of
Tachnology, 1563}).

189 pewa ftem in the Peaumont Enterprise, February 13,

1948,
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Lamer Collego.“lgo At that meeting, John E. Cray outlined
some of the fantativo plans thet hed been formulated, and
citizens were given an oppertunity to ask questlons or meke
guggestions., On April 2, it was definitely announced thet
the Fegro schocl would open at the beginning of the fall of
148,392 . !

As planned, classes began in the Negro collsge,
later nemed Jefferson Junior Colleée, in the fall of 1943,
The curriculum was divided into t;q divisiens, the pre=
professional and ;h; vocationa. SQpar;te adninistrative
heads, or supogviaorn. were sslected for each of the divi.
slons 198 That arrangemehé was continued until 1651, when
Lamar Collego'becams.Lamar State College of Technologya. At
that time, arrangemenﬁs were made fo? the facilities of
Jefferson Junior college to de tranaferred to Texas Southern
University. The univeraity continued to operate the school

»

as an extension center, ' _ ,

An Expanding Collerse

In the epring of 1948, United States Representative
Je ¥Bo Comds, past president of the lamar College Foerd of

190 1444,, Merch 16, 1048
191 yowa item in the Fsaumont Journal, April 2, 1948.

192 yews item in The Informer (Regro weekly newse
paper, published at Besumont, Texus), Octover 1, 1848,
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{
Trustees dolivered the silver enniversary comsencement

sddress o the largest graduating class in the history cf
the collega. Of the 435 students in the class, approxi-
mateiy £50 were veterans of Torld War II.183

Thae 1048«490 college year was of prime importance in
the history of the institution, for 1t was in the spring of
1940 that final legislative spproval was obtained for
cherging Lamar College into & four-year school. Detaiis :
concerningwthnt development are presented subdbsequentlys
howevor._it.spould be noted here thet from the spring of
1049 until the fall of 1951, trustees, teachers, and admin-
.iétrators were husily'engaged in msaking plans for the
transition, ¢ : | |

3nr011n5ht at theiéollage increased alwost continue
' ouai}_rfom‘lgéljunnil 19581, when 1t became a senior ccllege.
The following table shows the enrollment trendil®4

L4

t

.195,3638 item in the Feaumont Jonrnal, June 2,

1648,
“ﬁlg‘ Enrollment Report Analysis, op. clt., 1953,



Giscrepancy between the number of individual students and
‘the number of graduetes durlng tke last ro;f years of the
report. ‘
beginning in the fall of 1047, many adulta resiatergd Lor

vocational or collesge preparatory courases on a~pa}t-time

basise.

TAELE III
EXROLLMLNTS AXED CRADUATZES OF LA¥AR COLLEGE
1941-19351 -
Number of Numver of
Year Intividual Students Graeduates
1940~1941 686 98 .
1941-1942 763 08
10421043 749 76
10431044 563 46
1944-1945 604 24
1945-1946 1,428 A )
190481947 2,038 246
1047-1048 1,828 442
1948-1949 2,818 372
19401950 S,763 266
1050-1951 176

4,000

An enalysis cf the above table seems to reveel a

“The figurea'aa shown are dorrect} Lowever, °

!

- -

124

These students were counted 1in the totasl. number of

individuals registered, but few of them completed auffiecient

work to obtsin a diploma.
1880«51 college year,

The table shows that
4,050 individual students enrolled,
Of that number, 1,975 were full-tims college students,

in the

¥hen the remaining 2,075 part-time students wers converted
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to full-time eqQuivalents for a report that was sent to the
Southern Assoclation of Colleges and Secondary Schools,
there were only 378, Thus, the total enrcliment based on
fulletime equivelents for that year was 2,370,195 Also, in .
1881, many students who had completad sufficient work to . '
greduate from the junior ocollege chose not to do so, for
they plenned to rermain at laxar State College of Technology -
for a bachelor's degres, . A

This chapter has been concerned with the jualor ~
college phase of the development of Lamar State COiiege of B
Technologye. The background for the inltiel creatlon of a
Junlor college was presented by gliving a brief resume ;rféhe;; ,
historical and zeographical fasctora that may have inrluencedi, )
early leaders to consider eatablishing an institution of
higher learning 4n gha Eeaumont ares, Then, the Jjunior
college movement in the United States and in Texas was
reviewed, in so far as it may have affscted the local hitun-
tion. Finally, & chronoclogical history of theé cocllege from
1223 until 1931 was given. These scccunta have polinted the
way to the following chapter wsihlch will begin with the backe

ground and justification for the creation of a senior college.,

195 annual Report to the Southern sssociation of
Colleges end Sezondary schools, (Office of the iLean, Lemar
State College of TecLnology, 1950-1961).




CEAPTER III
LAMAR STATE COLLEGE OF TECHROLOGY

When legislation was enacted in 1949 meking
possible the oreation of Lamer State College of Technology,
this was the climax of a movement that had begun several
years earlier to change lamar College into & four-yesr state
supported institutions In this chapter, that development
will be traced, with particular attention being given to
the legislative proceass. Then, in the history of the college
from 1951 until 1954, information pertaining to the admine
istrative organization, the faculty, the curriculum, the

physiocal facillities, and finances will be given.

I. THS MOVEMENT FOR ESTAELISKING A
DEOREZ-GRANTING INSTITUTION

Farly Propeosals: -
The first plenned or directed movement toward

oreating a four-year state supported college ;n;Beaumont
was begun in the fall of 1048. Prio§ to that time, the
matter had deen the subjest of discussion and speculation,
but nothing definite had been accomplished. The first
official referencse to the development was & notation in the

minutes of a special meeting of the board of trustees of
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lamar Collage on December 7, 1946. The minutes reflect

that the board met for the purpose of making plans for a
requast to the legislature for the oatablishmént of & foure
year college, with lLamar College as the nucleus for the
four=yser institution. At the meetling, 1t was decided that
informmtion concerning the proposal should be released to
the newspapsrs Just &s soon &s poasiblo.l

."That afternoon, Re. ¥, Packwood, an employee of the
Beaumont Enterprise, was called to the office of J. E.
¥orris, attorh&y for the college, and was given a prepared
statement conocerning the proposed expansion,

The rollowlng day, Sunday, December 8, 1948, Leads

linea in tho Besumont Pnterprise informed the people o:
SOutheaet Toxas of tho proposale The newspapsr tccounu .
stated that in January of 1947, the leglalature of the

state of T;xaq would be asked to expand lLamer College into
a‘roﬁf-yenr.inatitution. M. Lo Love, president of the Lamap
Collegs Board of Trustees, was quoted as sayings .

There 18 no state-supported, four-year college in
southesst Texzas, at present, althouzh arece residents
pay taxes to support foureyear colleges and univere
glties in other sections of Texas. This is the

lergest population center in the stats without auch
& school. .

1 ¥inutes 0f the Iamar Pollege Poasrd of Trustees,
Vel. L December ,n§46. Do 39.
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Support of the area's leglslative lesders slready
had been gained, with Lt, Cov.=slect Allan Shivers,
State 3en.-elect W, R, Cousins, Jr., and Stoate Repe.~
elect Jack Drocks, Otls lLes, and Killer Walker pledging
their full co-opsrations These men are contaecting
legislators in the surrounding area to gain their
sasistence 1xa the roverment, In addition, & southeast
Texas oltigens committee, of outstanding civic and

... educational leaders, is planned, It will act in an
- advisory eapacity to the local college board,

Je Be YMorris, Lamar attorney, is preparing & bill
to be presented to the leglislature at the opening of
the gsession. ‘It will provide for the establislument
and maintenance of a four-year ccllege of the first
class to be called lamar College. Provision for the
use of the preaent collegs pleant, campus, bulldings,
and equipmen 5 by the astate wlll be worked out with the
leglslature, )

In the same newspaper artiole. lt wa s pointed out
that apprcximntoly 500,000 people were living in the southe
’ east ?exns area aervad by" Lamar. with about 217,000 of them
reaiding within Jarreraon County, and that it was probably
only & questiog of a fow years before ono-half million
pecpls uouid reside within the araa.a

L. Ko 9Wall, & member of the board of trustees, saicd
that there were three ways in which a four-year college
could be obtalned, One was through loecal philﬁnthrcpy; a

sesoond was by charging sufficient tultion and fees in the

e Howa 1tem in the Peaumont Fnterprise, December 8,

1846,
3 loce cits
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“uapper division to meet the total cost of instruction and
operation; and the third was ﬁo change lsmar into a lgntoo
supported achcol, Ee emphasized that since tax money,
¢ollected for Junior college purposes could not be used to
support &' senior college, the soundest and most feasible
way to provlde‘a foure-yoar college was to rmake larmar a state~
.supported 1nst1tution.‘

Otho Plumaer,s anotkeér momber of the board of
trustees, cads thq follow;ng statement pertaining to the
o frvpdéalpm:A"' | '

: Zenior colleges and universities of Texas are
. _literally swamped with students, Kany of our Lamar
. graduvates will not be akble to galn edmittance $0
senior colleges and universities next year because
of crowded conditions, and acgcording to the rwat
relisable estirste of tle United States Office of’
¥usation, the peak of the college enrcllment will
not be reached until 19El. This maesns that addle
tional) higher education facilities must be provided
. .gomewhere or many veterans and hipgh school graduates
will not be able to attend ccllege. e feal that the
stete ghould provide some of thesse higher education
facllities right hare in this densely populated induse-
trial region.

Lepinslative Action in 1947
Early in the legislative aession, a bill to make

Lamar & state-aupported senior college was introduced in the

§ Log. cit.

& Otho Plummer was the person who suggested the name
of Lamar College, and he is at present, 1955, a member of the
Eoard of Regents for Lamar &State College of Technclogye

6 reaumont Enterurise, loc. gite
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Texas Houase of Representatives by Representative Jack Lroocks,
8 former lamar College student and at present {1885) a ﬁombcr
of the United States House of Representatives. The bill
pussed a first reading on February 3; 1347, and was then sent
to the appropriaéions‘comwittee.v |
' Early in February, a small delegstion of eduoational
and olviec leaders from southeast Texas went to Austin in an
"attempt go gein legislative support for ti.e proposed méasure,
- These péople conforred with Lieutenant Covernor Allan £hivers,
vhotexﬁreaaed & desire to do everything within his power to
, make Lamar College & four~year 8ch001.2 Eany members of the
Benste and Fouse cof Repreaeﬁtatlvas gave similar aaauranéee
. of ﬁhelr‘support. |

| Senator W, R, Cousins, Jr.,‘aaid that he believed
the chances of the college being taken over by the state
binged primarily on the plan to emphasize training in the
fleld of petroleum engineering and other subjects relsted to
the potroleum 1n4u5try. Fe reported that some opposition was
devoloping. alneé there wers rouftoon othor_junior collegzes
in the state whose sponsors would also like to have thelir

local institutions c&nverted into foureyear atateesupported

7 1™v4d., Pebruary 4, 1947,
8 1p1d., February §, 1947.
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schools, Ee estirated that there was sbout an even chance

that the bill would pass in both houses of the legislature.?
Approximately 125 industriel, business, profes~
sional, sducetional, and technical leaders from throuéhout
southeast Texas met at Lamar College on Fedbruary 15, 1947,
to conslider ways in which they could assiast in getting the
expansion bill approved by the 1ogialut§re. They dcel&ed
to invite the members of the Legislature to the 8a$fno Area
to view the industrial development of the sectlon and see
for themselves the possible need for a rour-ﬁoar technoe-
logioal_lohool.lo
On ¥arch 18, 1847, about 112 vlaiﬁorq~:fom the state

"

capital, including asixty members of the Houss of Representa-
tives, visited southeast Texas. These men wers taken ;n a
tour of the principal incdustrial plants of Jeffsreon end
Orange countles. 2l Tentative arrangements wers tﬁon.made
for members of thas Senate to meke a similar visit during
the latter part of the monthy however, hecause of the criti-
¢l $llness of the wife of one of the sqnators,'tbo trip was

not mndo.lz

4 LQG. olt,
10 yp14,, Pebrusry 18, 1947.

11 1v14,, Karch 16, 1947.
12 yp1a., Meveh 27, 1947,
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The bill to permit the expansion of the college was

given a favorable report by the appropristions committee of
the nouka of Repraaentat@vea and was then sent back to the
entire House fof consideration. There, on April 22, 1t was
approved by a vote of 1135 to eighteen and wes referred to
the Senate.ld |
In the Senate, the measurs met with zreater obsts=
cles, One provision in the propcsal was a'r§quest for
£1,500,000 for the conatruction of new dbuildings. fg;
finsnce committes of the fenate delayed action on.tﬁo bill

ALY

wmtil more was known concerning the cutcome of new tax proe.
posals, Finally, on June 4, the committee trirmed the
appropriation to £1,000,000 and reported it favorably to

the Senats. There, it was approved as reportsd, The Fouse
of Repreaentatives then agreed to the reduction and passed
the proposal in its revised :crﬁ.

In accordance vith.Tex;s laws 1t vas nocoasary'ror
the comptroller to eertiry.thnt suffiscient revénuo would be
avellable for the appropriation. The somptroller 4id not
do this. Consequently, the bill Aled even after it red been
passed in both houses of the Legislaturo..

13 rv14., Aprid 23, 1947,
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The president of the ocllege, the board of trustees,

arnd the legislatora from southeaat Texas ozproéaod recret
that sufficient money was not available to finance the
appropriaticn; however, it was their opinion that the eete
back waa not of a permanent nature., They indicated trat the
endeavor to secure a foureyear state supported school would

be ocontinued at the next session of the Legislature in 1540,

Legislative Action in 1849 '
" Barly in the fall of 1048, plans were egaln drafted

for carrying the expansion fight to the Legislature, which
was scheduled to meet in January. As a beginning the
thirtyeone senators were invited to the 8abine Area for &n
expense~paid duck hunt and visit, £1rtoen of them, with
Lisutenant Governor Allan Shivers acting as host, accepted
ého invitation. They spent two days huntiﬁg and looking
over the area served by Lamar College. The Feaumont
Interprise reported that the senators were impressed by the
physical properties at Lamar and with its size &né enrolle

rment. 4 In relation to the visit, Senator W. R. Ccusins, Jr.
8aid that the antire group prelsed the Sadine Area and
talked favorably of the lLarar College project. Ee expressed

1% 1b1d., December 2, 1948,

]
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the opinion that 81l of the visiting senators, except
possidbly one, would support legislaticn necessary to estabdbe
1ish a state technologlcel school in the area. |

Representative Jack Eroocks of Jefferson County,
Representative 23 Huches of Newton and Jasper Countles,
President John E. Cray, and lamar Attorney J. B. ¥orris
met on December 12, 1948, and formilated definite plans for
introducing the legislation the following month. It was
denided that Representative Erooks would agein Se the suthor
of the billa in the Eouse of Ruproéantativas,'whlle E;presan-
tatives Miller Walker and Otls Lee of Jefferson COunty;
Representatives Paul ¥Wilson of san Auguatino, E1l11 Daniel
of Lidberty, and EA Hughes voul& be co-authcrs. Benator
%e Re Cousins, Jr., of Jefferson County was acha&uled to be ?’
the author of the bills in the 3enate. '

o 4

In an editerial in the Pesumont Enterprise on

January 6, 1949, the following faota conaeynins_tha proposal
wore relateds o

One ¢f the first bills to be thrown baefore the Texas
Leglslature will be that making lamar College a foure
year, state-supported technologlosl college.

It was one of the last bills to go through the
legislature two years agoc when the comptroller undere
estirated state revenue and thereby vetced the ccllege
for the Sabine-YNeches Aroca, )
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This time our legislators, with the help of
Lieutenant Governor Allan Shivers, are determined to
get this bill through early encuzh to gqualify defore
the funds run out.l

Three days later, this élowpolnz was expressed in

another edltorlal in the Beauront Enterprises

There is probadly no more profitabvle concentration
of revenue=producing industries in the atate than this
ones The refineries, the rudbber plant, the chemical
industries, the shipyards~-the state reaps a Qirsot
end an indirect monetary benediction from the industry
of the people of thia area.

The legislature i1s destined to vote & partial pay=
off in the form of atate support for a greaster larar,
The atrategy has been perfected and refined sinoe the
area was suchered out of its college when the blll
went through too late to Qqualify for the comptroller's
conservative estinmate ¢f state income,

There are hurdles yst to dbe oleared, but with every
phase of industry and business standing to benefit from
a technological collegs in the heart of a technologloesl
area, it 1a hard to feel that this right will be
siroumvented 16
All reports oconcur that the editorial quoted aptly
expreased the opinion of mbse of the people in the Sabine
Area. Residents in Por% Arthur, Orange, S1lsdee, Fountge,
Liberty, and other nearby towns assured college leaders that
the people of southeast Texas were almost unanimously in

favor of the foure-year school,

18 Bdlitorial in the Jleaumont Enterpriss, January 6,

1949,
16 1v14,, Januvary 9, 1949,
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The bills designed to convert Lamar College into a.
four-year atate technologlical college were very similar to
those introduced in 1947 Ona of them provided for an approe
priation by the atate of §$1,000,000 for constructing new
buildings for the foureyear program, The other establlished
the procedure by which the junlior college dlstrioct could
releass to the atate exlating college facilitlies, The
meaaureé were written so that the second blll could not be
enacted without the former having been previously passed.

State Senator We Re Cousins, Jr., introduced the
propoaed logislation in the Senate on January 20, 1949, amd
made this atatement about it

I feol rmuch more optimistic about the bill this

year then I 414 at the lJaat session. Although the
Senate 1s extremsl triendly toward the measure,

other members who unior colleges in their
dintrigta will be watch ng the billl's progress care-
fully.

The blll was referred to the Senate Flnance
Committee for further study, and a few days later a sube
committee of three mﬁmbora was named to hold pubdlles he;rings
on the measure. The first public hearing was set for
February 21, 1949.

Loes * 17 News item in the Fesumont Enterprise, January 13,
[ J
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In the House ¢of Representatives, the first of the
expansion bills was introduced by Jack Erooks on February
Ss 1949, and was ihen sent to the Appropriaetions Committeo,
A publioc hearing before that committes was scheduled for
February éa.ls

Prior to the pudlio hesring before the Senate sube
conmittee, Senators Searcy Bracewell and Keith Kelley, two
of ths three sub-gcommilttee memders, went to0 Beaumont to
inspect Lamer College facilitles. Foth Senators Iracewell
snd Kelley expressed the bellef that there was a need for
the type of college sought, fut neither would meke a defi-
nite commitment to support the éxpanaion program. vhen the .
bill was before the Legislature in 1047, doth Senator
Bracewsll, who waa’;erving in the Hou3§—or Representatives,
and Benstor Kelley voted ngainab it. |

Yhen the subecormittee or the Sonato held the pudlio
hearing on February 21, 19249, Eerman Iles, president of the
Lamar College gonrd of Truﬁteea.;nont an impressive and
repressntative group of vitneaqoa before the committee to
sssure the senators of the unified support being glven the
expansion program by the gcople of east Texas., Testimony
by John E. Gray, president of the cocllege, asemed to turn

13 yp1d4., Pebruary 10, 1949.
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the tide toward & more favorabls consideration by the

committes, EHe outllned for the committee the future dplana
for affording treining for Jjunlor ccllegs students who would
like to complete advanced work and obtain dagroei, such as
chemical engineering, mechanical engineering, electrical
engineering, and bachelor or’aéienoo with msjors in cheme
istry cviindustrinl chemistry. Grey then reminded the
copmittes that the Lamar bill should bave some prefersnce
becauss it was pasled in 1947, but became & "ghoat bill®
through an error 1n estirmted income. Ee concluded his
formal statement by saying, "¥e think there 1sa merit.'
Juatice, &nd dduity in our caa;.“lg'

Senstor Bracewsll asked President Gray whethor
plans were being made to 1inmit tho ourriculum of the cxpanded
oollege to toahnzeal subjecta or would some liberal arts
_eourses be o:rered. Gray repliod that 1t would be neceasary
to offer some liberal arta.coﬁéaéa becauss all students need
some of ticae, such a8 English, government, and ﬁi-tory. He
said that a tgirly wide program should bdbe offered in the firat
two yoars, but that the curriculum could De nerrowed down in
the junior &nd senior years. Ino enswer to further queations,

Oray said that the sshool €14 not plan to effer liberal arts

19 1b1d., Jenuary 22, 1949,
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degrees, and that he would de willing to 11m;h Junior and
senior courses to technical subjecta. - At one pdinc a
bumorous inoident was interjected into the proceedings when
Senator HEracewell asked if the Peaumont area 4id not have
soms millionalres who would endow the achool. Senator
Cousins countered with, "Zhen they become millicnaires they
move to Houston,"<0 .

Avallable to this sub;oommitiso and to all of the
members of the Jenate and thc~Bouae'or Ropreaonﬁatlvos'uaa
& brochure or btrief thet hid been prepered by officlals of
the college., This brief was designsd to hoip oatablishAb"
th§ reasons why uouthna;b Texss deslired ;nd needed a foure :
year atate college of technology. It explained tﬁ;p
although the prirary purpose Of Lamar COIibgo was to give
educationsl service to the people when and where that service
was needed, the schcol was prohibited fQQm doing 80 by laws
snd statutes whish restristed the lnstitution to a Junior
college level, The Lrochure pointed out thet the capasity
of the junior college to provide educational opportunities
necded by both the people and the industries had besn far
outstripped becauge cf the gigantic strides that hed been

made in the development of irdusiries in the area 2l

20 Nows item in the Feaumont Journal, Janusry £2,

1949,

2l rapmar Collere (a brochure printed in January, 1949).
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In the brochurs it was revealed that the Cadbine
Area, even 1f restricted to Jefferson and Orsnge Counﬁlls,
was the fifth most densely populated area in the astate of
Texas, outranksd only by Houston, Pallas, Fort Worth, and
San Antonio. To emphaaizé that this was the only area of
1ts.siza not served by & foure-year aollege, two tables were
comp;led. The -firss tadble showed th‘ number of bhigh sahoel
scholastica in the Sadbine Area and was intended to subastane
tiate the olalm that there were sufflclent students in this
aresa alone t0 support & fcﬁr-year sollege, Table IV in

this study deplots that information,

. TADLE IV

THE KUMBER OF EBIGH SCHOOL SGROLASTICS IN TRE
. SABINE AREA IN JAXUARY, 1049

+

-

——— = =SS
County Total Enrolled Seniors
f—— e e e e e e e e e e e e e e
Angelina t 1,088 283
Chagbers &332 . 74
Bardin 8123 1¢9
Jasper 720 140
Jefferson 6,189 1,406
Liderty . 026 209
Hewton 368 68
Orange 1,325 . 282
Sabine 4923 64
San Augustine 386 ' 85
Tyler 670 120

TOTAL T2 2,908
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A study of Table IV indicates that of the 135,274
scholagtiocs enrolled in the eleven counties llated, 7,514
or approximately &6 per cent were froxm Jefferson and Crange
Countliea,

The second tnble:tint was included in the brochure
reveasled the populafion or'scuthegat Texas counties, based
on the United States Census of 1840, Thet informaticn 1s
shown in Tedble V of this atudy.

TAELE V.

POPULATIOH OF SOUTHEAST TIXAS COUNTIES
'/ BASED ON Us 8. CRUSUS OF 1940 ° -

-

Angelinn County esssssesassnnene 32.201
Chembers COUNLY esscsecrsssccssee 7,511
Bardin County ecaseccssccccsesesne 15,878
Jaspar County eecveesnssesssascse 17,481
Jefferason County® secsencecsccsce 191,942
Liberty County cecosssecesscsesse 24,541
Newton County escesssessavecsese 13,700
Orange County cesevcsnescsccvnse 17,3582
Sabine County eceecesssnsesccesnse 10,866
San Augustine County sesecsccers 12,471 '
Tyler COunty escessesscccessvses 11,948

TOt0)l svescvensess 355.948
# Special United States Census of 1943

Teble IV and Tabls V portrayed accurstely end graphie
cally information that the legislators needsd in their study
of the proposed legilslstion to crsats & state-aupportsd

college,

4
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In the brochure it was explained that of the 2,218
studenta enrolled at Lamar Collese.in Jénuary. 1949, 1,351
or 62 per caent of them were enrolled in pre-enginsering,
tschnioal, and acientific courses, This was given as evie
dence thet there was @ definite interest in sand need for
' upper levels of thic type of training in the area.®
It was pointed- out that in the Beaumont area there
iero ;welvo ma Jor 1nduatriai plants of tkhe most highly
technical type 1n &morica, and thst 4n these plants over
80 per acnb of tho onginears and sclentists were trained
in colleges and’ uniyersities ocutside of Toxas.?s That ia

ravealeq in éabla vVi.

TAELE VI

SURVEY OF THE TECENICALLY TRAINED PERSONNEL IN TELE
KAJOR INDUSTRIAL PLANTS OF TEE SBABINE AREA
IR JANUARY, 1949

Per Cent |

Clagsification reined Cutaide of Texas

Bt e e e e e e e e e e~ e e i
Chemiocal Engineers 44
Chepisgts 51
Petroleun Engineers 75
Mechanical Enginsers 39
Electrioal ¥ngineers 29
A1l Othersa 44

# This group inoludes enginsers or technically .
trained personnsl not included adbove.

£2 100. cit.
e loc, Oit.
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Included in the brief that was made available to
the lsgislators were coples cf letters from Raghas Eu;ano
Products Company and Gulf States Utilities Company. These
lettors had been written in relation to the oxpansioh‘pro-
gram. The one from Neches Futane Products Company 1s
reproduced belows
KECEES BUTAKE PRODUCT3I COMPANY
Box 1538 -
PORT NECHES, TEVAS
January 26, 1949

¥r., Dow ¥ynn, -

Beaumont Chamber of Commerce, 1
Industriel Departrent,

Beawmont, Texas.

Deayr Sirs

¥e sare very much interested 1in the efforts now
being put forth by Lamer College to obtain assistance
through our State lLegislature in expanding to & four-
year technologliocal college basis. It is felt that
this area, which is @ major part of the rapldly expand=-
ing petroleum and chemlcal development of the entire
United Stetes, should present an opportunity tlrough
lamar College to the youth of this section to odiain .
locally this teoknical training whioh they are partiou=-
larly fitted by enviromment gsnd inclination to enter,
and in which their job opportunities will lie upon the
completion of their training.

This Industry, aa well as every cther industry in
this erea, has a constant and continuing need for the
technically trained personnel so essential for replage~.
ment and for future expanaion. It seems obvious that
our boys and girls, reared in homes where the prodlems
of the chemical end petroleum industry ere ratters of
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daily discussion, and whose environment 1s such that
they possess a first-hand knowledge of the numercus
opportunities in these fielde,. would conatitute the
greateast potential student body for a technological
institute that might be avselladls in any similar area
in the country.

Kothing could contribute more to the growth and
development of the induatriss of the Gulf Cosast ares
than a readily avallable source of supply of the tralned
personnel which our industries now need and will con-
tinue to need in their future devslopment; nor could
any institution training persconnel for entrance into
industries be located in a section where their tralning
efforts could be gulded and assisted by sush & large '
group of trained and experienced professicnel and |
technical men Qqualified to ast in &n advisory caspacity.

I feel sure that & proper consideraticn of these
facts Dy our State legislature will lesd to faverable
aoticn upon & regquest 80 well jJustified as that of
Lemar College. '

Yours very truly,
i
Ce He EcKennon, 24
Eanager - Induatrial Relaticns. =

A part of the letter from Gulf States Utilitles
Company 1s quoted as follows:

" QULF STATES UTILITIES COMPAXNY

EBeaumont, Texas, January 27, 1949
State Poard of Hlucatlon
Austin, Texss
Gentlemens

Gulf States Utilitles Company 1s vitally interested
in Lamar College of PBeaumont, Texas bscorming a foursyear

-

av

L R
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fully acoredited institution of hirher learning. Our
interests spring from the feot thet we think the
Louisisns-~Texas~Culfl Coast srea 1s feast becoming the
chem!cal center of the world. Of oourse, it hea long
been one of the world's great cil refining sreas, The
net result of this sctivity in these two glant indus-
tries 1s that technical graduates are in demand and wve
f£ind our compsny in competition with the o1l industry
and the chemical industiry in obtaining the aervices of
such people.

& & ¥ » & ® ¥ & & © & ¢ 2 & & &5 8 2 8 & © & & ¢ 2 e 6

You will note from plans adove ocutlined thut we have

great falth in the future of the Gulf Cosst area and in
our Judgment the existing industries, plus the new
industries that gan be expected to move in the ares,
will have a very cefinite need for techniocsl graduates,
%ie, tharefore, fesl that Lamar College can broasden the
fine service it is presently rendering to the area by
offering a four-ysar course to the young people in this
rapldly expanding sectlion of our State and Nation. Any
consideration you can give in the matter will e vory
-much eppreciatsad.

v

Yours very truly,
E, L. Robinson, Eannge;
Boaumont Divisioned

The letters quoted above are 111§strat1ve of the
determination of college officlals end business lsaders to
~'juatity the c¢reation of a foureyear state~supported college
in Bosumont., It was known from the time the Legislature met
in January, 1949, that much opposition would develop, a&nd
leadéra of the sxpansion mcovement knew that an all-out effort

would bs required 1f the legislation was to be enacted,

s Loase oite
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In the House of Representatives, the first pudlic
hearing on the Lamar College Bill was held as scheduled on
Pebruary 28, 1949, before the Appropriationa Committeo.
Representative Jack B. Irooks introduced eight Jefferson
County men who spoke in favor of the bill. W. A. Kirk, '
chairmn of the &epartmcnt of government at Tiliotaon-
College, was the only person who spoke again;t it. 'Ki;k“i o
gaid that the proposal was unconstitutional snd ungnaé*to
the Xegro youth of the state becauae 1# would rcatrietitbo .
college to white atudents. At the conclusion of the pubiio
hearing, the Appropriaticns Committee referred yho measure
to & sub-committes for further atudy. The members of Fha Coe
subecomnittee wers Vernéh Molanlel ¢f %Wichita Palls, 6@1:’
Les of Port Arthur, BA Hughes, Jr. of Newton, Albert Jones
of Valley Kills, and ¥. H. Rarpy 0f Sinters. Aa was |
previously mentioned, lee and Bughes were co-authors of the
111,28 |

A few days later, a éitizena' committee and college
officials invited the members of the Appropristions CommitteoP
to Beaumont to inspect the facilities of the collegs., Iight
members of the Appropriaticns Committee accepted the {nvitae
tion and spent one day in Jefferson County looking over the

college and vigiting verious industries in the area .27

!

28 News item in the Feaumont Journal, Kerch 1, 1549.
27 1bid., Merch 12, 1949.
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After a favorable report Sy the specisl sube
committee, the Appropriations Committee of the Eouae of
Representatives voted the lLamar College bill out, and sent
it to the floor of the House for further consideration,
In making the sub-gommittee's report, Representative Verncn
¥eDanlel of Wichits Falls, salds
"After inép;cticn of the Lamar College facilities
and the vaat industrial area surrounding Eeaumont, we
are reporting favorahly on thls bill because we delisve
the merits of this dill have but increased since it was
passed by both Houses in the 50th Legislature,*28
On March 28, 1949, the House of Reprosentatives
pessed the Lemar College expansion measure by & vots of 104
to thirty-five and sent the bill to the Senate. The rules
of the House had been suspended earllier, making the measure
subject to final passage at that tire, fhu vote to suspend
the rules had carried after two unauoceaatui effortes Suse
pension of the rules required a four~fifths majority.eg
In the Senate, there was qpite a delay in getting
any definite action on the matter, Finally, on May 4, the
Finance Committes of the Senate recommended the sapproval of

the measure by a vote of ten to five., Then on June 1, the

28 1ph1a,, March 15, 1949,
£9 1p1d4., March 29, 1949,
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1111 was presed by the Senate by & vote of sixteon to '

twelve. The next dey Etate Comptroller Robert §. Calvert
gaya.hia'rinanclal approval, Certificatiocn by the compe
troller that funds were available to meet the £1,000,000 ,

appropriation wag the final formality before the bLLll was

sent to Covernor Buford Jester for his spproval or vato. S0

IT. CREATION OP LAMAR STATE COLLIGE
OF TECEEOILCGY

Lamar Stata“éoilege’of fgchnology\camé inte being
at 5:15 pem. on June 14, 10489, Qgen Governocr Beau:ord
Jester signed his name to the L@maé College bill, A&tually,
the law did not go into effect unpil ninety days, after
July 6, the @ate the Legislature adjourned Sl

The law Creating the Co;}épe' )
The leglslation creating Lamer State College of

Technology is considered of sufficient importence that 1t
s quoted in its entirety in the following peragraphs,

30 Yews item in the Peaumont Enterprise, June £,

1049,
51 yyi1a,, June 15, 1049.
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LA¥AR 3TATE COLLEGE OF TECINOLOGY !
{Acts 1940, 5lst Legislature of Texas).

5§tlele 2657a. (Creation of collere. Therse is

hersby eatablished exas, in the City of Eeaumont,
Jefferson County, & co-educational institutlon of higher
leerning for the white youth of this State which shall
"be known a8 lamar State College of Tschnology, to be
conducted, cparated, end maintained under a Eoard ¢
Regents, as hkerein provided, :

Article 2637hbe- Orgenizaticn, ocontrol end
anagerente The Organizaticn, control and mansgement
uf such College shall be vested in & Eoard of nine (9)

Resents, who shall be appointed by the Governor of

Texas and confirmed by the Senate, The term nf offlce

of each Regent shall be six (8) years, provided that

in meking the first appointment the Covernor shall

_appoint three (J) memders for six (6) years. Any

-vacansy that oocurs on the Board shall bs filled for

- the unexpired term by ths Governor. The membera of

sald Beard shall be removable by the Governor for

inefficlency or inattention to thes dutles of office.

Zach member of the Loard shall take the constitutional

cath of office, The sald Doard of Regents shall meet

for the first time after the passege of this Act at

the time and place designated by the Governor, or as

soon after their sppolintment as possidble, They shall

organize Ly electing & chairman of sald Eoard of

Regents and such othér officers as they may desire,

They shall sslect a president for the College as soon

a8 possidle after the organigation of sald toard of

Regents, They shall fix his term of office, name his

salary and define hils duties, The president of the

Collega shall be the executlive officer for the Poard

of Regents and shall work under its direction. Ke

shall recommend the plan of corganization and the appointe

rwont of erployees of sald Collegs, and shall have the

co=0peration of said board of Rsgents and shall de

responsidle to said Board for the general management

and auccess of sald College. :
Article £637¢c. The work of the collere, courses

and degrees., Lomar State Coliege Of 16€chnology 11

offer & evelop and especially stress coursses in

chenicr) ongineering, induatrisl chemlatry, plastics,
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end octher plisses of englneering and technologye.
Practical vocationsl and technicel courses zhall be
offered, Such coursaes of study shall be offered ss
are found in the senior colleges of the first rark in
similar fields, &3 the Loard of Regents may order pro-
vided that any Dachelors Degree shall be bassd on four
yoars of college work, &nd any higher dagree ney be
offered with appropriaste courses when in the jJjudgrant
of the Loerd ¢f Regents the educaticusl welfars ¢f the
people served by the Ceollege demands such advanoed '
courses and degress, &nd provided that all work done
and all courses, oertiflcates, and diplomes glven to
students shall conform t6 standard College reguires
ments &8 proposed by the scorediting agencies of Texas,
¢f the 8South, and of other sectiocns of the countrye.
Ehort courses, terminal courses, long courses, and
special oourses of practical value to our people shall
be given from time to time dy lamer State College of
gochnology. &#a the bBoard of Kegents shall order and
irect. ' : .

Article 26374, Additional courses, Ths specifiw
catlon of couraess of study written in this 4ct shall
not prohibit the Board of Regents from adding other
courses, subjocta or groups of subjects nsceasary to
enable lamay 8tate College of Teshnolegy to perform .
its functions as a College of Teohnology in the most
practicel and efficlent way. The Board of Regents 1s
required and directed to bulld and operats a State
College of the firat rank that shell compare favoradbly
with the aplendid Colleges of Texas in the preparation
of its youth for the veried interests and industries
possible in the section in which Lamar State College
of Technology is loocated. This College shall be
equlpped adequately to do its work well aa other State
Colleges perform thelr functions.

uﬁfggiele 26370. gggrogggationa. The Lamar Union
Junior Coliege Listrict of Jefferson County, Texas, now
owng and operates & Junior Ccllege at Eeaumont, Texas,
and its corporeal property sonslsts of a csmpus of
approximately sixty-four (64) acrea in the City of
Beaumont, &«n Administration Eullding, Lidbrary Puilding, .
Sclence PBullding, Union Puillding, Vocatlons Pullding,
¥aintenance Bullding and bus garage, and athletis field
house, Federal smergency housing of twenty (20) units,
&3 well &s technlical equipment end furnishings, all of
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which are new and modern and have been constructed

and acguired asinoce 1942, and of the reasonsble value

of more than One ¥illien, Five Eundred Thousand Lollers
{£1,500,000) which will be mude availeble for the exclu~
aslve use of the College hereby oreated. There is hereby
appropriated out ef any money in the State Treasury not
otherwise appropriated, the sum of One Xillion Lollars
(1,000,000} to be used by the Board of Regents of said
College in making additional improvements on the campus
of 8aid College including an Engineering Bullding,

. Technological Laborstory, and such other dbulldings,
facilitien, and squipmont as the Focard of Regents may
deternine necessary for the esgtablisghment of a
Technological College of the first class,

Article 2637f, Fninent dors tn. The Lamar State
College of Tecanology sha ve the right of eminent
domain and shall have the right to proceed under ocone

demnation procsedings the same &8 now snjoyed by
railroed companies undor the laws of Texas.

Article 2637z Donations, pgifts and endowments,

The Loard oOf Regents 1s suthorigzed to accept donations,
gifts and endowmenta for the Instituticn to be beld in
trust and administered by said Board for such purposes
and under such directions, liritations end provisions
a3 may be declered 4in writing in the donation, gift or
endowment, not inconsistent with the objects and proper
managerent of sald Inatitution.

Article £837he Acguisition of properties of funior
go; ege atricts t 18 provided, however, that ]
0ard of Hegents of Lamar State College of Technology
as hereln created shall not institute or offer any
courses of study a8 herein provided unless and until)
sultadble arrangements are nade for the acguisition or
uzse of the corporsal propertlies and faclilities of the
Lamar Union Junior Ccllege Diatrict of Jefferson
County, Texas, and the Board of Regents herein created
ia hereby authorized to acquire by gift the corporeal
prepertieos and facilities of lemar Union Junilor College
District of Jefferson County, Texas, and it is elao
hereby authorized to socquire dy gift the use of the
properties end facllities of lamar Union Junior College
Distriot of Jefferson County, Texas, for such time aa
mAy be neceasary to acquire the properties themselves.
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Article 26375, Partiel invalidity. - If any word,
- phrase, oclause, sentence, paragrapn, Seotion or psrt
~of this Act shall be held by eny Court of competent
Jurisdiction to be invelld as unconstitutionsal or for
any other roason, it shall not affect any other word,
phrese, olaugg. sontence, paragraph, Section, er part
of this Act;.

Governor Beauford Jester's sction in signing the
bill carme near the ond of the laat day of s ten-day consti-
tutionel "zrace® periocd during whioh the gdv&rnér ray hold -
on his desk without action a D11l passed by both Louses of
the Logialahure.55 then ghn governoy signed it, he said.
that he was approving the messure beoause there wore
sufficlent laboratory and technlcal facilitles available
in the Feaumont-Port Arthur ares to make lLamsr State Collegs
of Technology &n outstanding petroe-chemical institution. Ee
also released to ths press & formal statement explaining hils
decision,5 This vas undonbtedly done because the governor
- thought some additicnal explsnation should be made to those
who had attempted to persuade him to veto the leglslation.
Too, he provadly wanted to. give emphasis to his expressed
desire that the college shonld be strictly a technologloal

~

school,

52 yepnonts Texas EStatutes (19050 Supplement; Kansas
Citys Vernon %Ew 1ook Compsny), ppe £03 « 208,

33 Peaumont Fnternrise, los, cit.
34 IJer clte

AnEm—
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A part of the .atatement that Governor Jester
released 18 quoted as follows:

+ ®Our present higher educstion system in Texas,
while farflung and reasonably diverse, does not supply
the equivalent of the technologlcal training that can

" be provided at lamar College, for which training there
is ample need,

"The gulf coast area of Texes is developing into
the most irportant chamical industry center of ocur
nation, and our oil and natursl gas are responsidle
Tor this developments ¥ithin a few miles of the
lamar College campus are msny lsrge refineries end
other plants manuracturins the byproducts cof oil and
Eh8,s -

"These factors, which are in line with my desire
and mi program to give Texas a balanced hirsher sducae
tional system worthy of thls state, have fimslly
outwelighed in my Judgment certain valid objecticns to
the greation of another senior college at this time. + « o
Oln"l.w‘t.‘i‘ill." ® » 2 4 ¥
"A8 governor, I shall use every possiblo an:eguard
to have Lemayr technological college conform to the
announced purpose of the bill, namely, to be & college
of technology to especislly stress coursss in ghemical
: enginaerlng, Anduatrial chemistry, plastics, end other
- phages of ongineering und toehnalogy. - : ‘
. & . 0 8 a'e oao'o.-o
e s sl would veto this blll it lamar Colleze was
envisioned &s another bachelor of arts and teachers!
qertificate inztitution, of which Texas has an adbune
danoce at this time,”

Prior to the end of the leglelative aoasien,»thc
lagt plece of legiaslation necéasary to meke Lamar College
offiolally & four-year, state-gupported technological achool
was passed, That was the companion bHlll which authorized

S8 ge clte

[ e~ =
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the trustees of the junlor college to transfer the prdpo
ortles and facllitlies of the echool to the state. The
governor signed the b1ll on June 30, 1949, end it became a
law ninety dsys after the Legislature adjourned.>8

The Pirst Board of Regents
After signing the first Lamer College bdill, Governor

Beauford Jester gave hia Immediate attention to the nominae
tion of & bosrd of regents. On June 27, he named A. ¥,
MoAfes, head of the chemical engineering department of the
Gulf Refinery in Port Arthur, for a six.year terﬁ. Ee
{ndlcated that hs would name the other eight mombers within
& few daya.57 Iis untimely death during the early pars of
July prevented him from completing the taek:‘and 1t was not -
until August £9, 1949,‘that his successor, Governor Allan
Shivers, named the other eight mombers. They were Otho.
Plummer, mayor of Seaumontj Clark Barrstt, aabiatgnt panager
of the Du Pont plant st Orange; Ernest Winstel, business
agent and seoretary of Loocal 305 6: the Ebilermakers'.vnién
of Port Arthury A. P. Beutel, vice~president of Dow Chemicel
Company at Freeports lester Clark, oil operator and former

b

56 1p14,, July 1, 1949.
- 87 1m1d,, June 28, 1949.
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menmber of the Texas Fouse of Reé&oaentatives of
Breckenridgey Joseph Haresa, viceepresident of Eonsanto
Chemicsl Company of Texas Citys Glean E. $cCarthy,'011
operator, industrialist, and hotel owner of Ecustong and
We Re Smith, & forpmer federal distriot attorney of San
Antonio, At the seme tire, Governor Shivers designated
Ao ¥4 KoAfee as acting chalrman.>8

IXI. PLANNING AND ORGANIZING THE
FOUR-YRBAR PROGRAX

|

Initial Plans R g
It was evident as early asa the aumm;r of 1949’t£&t
the senior division of the college péobably sould not be made
operative until the fall of 1951 In the first place, the
only money that the Legislature appropristed ;prntﬁo ooilego
vas the $1,000,000 th;t was to bs used for construcflns new
buildings. That meant that money for operating expensaes
would not be avallable from the state during the next
biennium. Also, it was realized that considerabls tire
would be required to plan the curriculum, employ tetehd;a.
socure squipment, conatruct buildings, and effect the neces~

nary‘admlnistrative reorganigaticn,.

19 38 vewa item in the Pesumont Journal, August 20,
49 o
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At the inlfi&l meeting of the board of regents on
October 8, 1949, John E. Cray was named president of the
college, and A, ¥, YMcAfee, who Lad served as acting chalre
wan of the bosrd, was unanimously elected &s the permsnent
chairman. 4 part of the meeting was held Jjoilntly with the
truatees of lLamar chlego,.ah wvhich tize the procedurs for
converting the junior college to @ state institution was
discuassd, They decided to recommend to the eountj Sudge
thet an election on turning over the junior ccllege to'the
state be set for the first week in Eovember. It wag “
determined that the request for sn slection would requir’
a petition signed by citiszens of the junior college dis~ s
trict,S? ' '

In the election which was held on November B,
voters approved the tranafer of junior collegs properties
and facllities to state ownership by & vote of 2,066 to
220.40 This action was a necessary legal oorollary to the
enabling act pasgasd by the atate Logislature,

During the swmmer of 1049, President Cray asked the
executive council, an appointed group of the faculty and
administration of the Jjunior college, %o work with him in

39 Ibid., October 7, 1940,

1949 40 News item in the Peaumont Enterorize, Kovember O,
. . '



1567

forrulating objectives and in meking preliminary plsns for
the curriculum of the senior college, XNext, he asked tho.
vnrioﬁs~departmsnt heads for thelr recommendations, snd
finally, all of the plans were presented to the full faoulty
for consideration. Thus, when the president was called upen
by the board of regents in Kovember to make recommendations
to them oonserning the objectives &nd the curriculum of the
institution, he emphasized that his propoassls were the
result of the combined thinking of the entire faculty snd
staff of the junlor college.3l President Grey then suge

" gested the following odjectives for lLamar State College of
Technologys

1. To offer courses leading to the degree of backelor
of sclence in various fields of engineering, sci-
ence, management, health, snd homemaking.

2. 7To offer terainal courses of less than four years
duration leading direatly te employment in wvarious
vocational, technical, and business fields,

3¢ To offer two yéura of preeprofessional training in
various fislds which may be tranaferred without
loss of credit to other colleges and universities,

4. To offer courses in general education whioh will

serve to prepare young men and women for the
responsibllities of citizenship in & free socliety.

11 41 yinutes of thc of Regents or Ipmar State
Collega of ”echnoiogg Ootober, 194%, to Septemver
Sl, .ovemgar 22' 49‘ p. 150 o ’
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E. To offer courses and'programa on eE evening school
basls to mest the needs of adults.%? .

After the objeetives_wgri_outlined and dlscussed,
recormenkiations were made concerning the ourriculum. It
_ vas suggested that the only degree offered should bs a
bachelor of sclence, and that this be limited to the fcllow-
_ing fieldst chemlcal englneering, meobanloal engineering,

, ;. electrical engineering, petroleum engineering, industrial

'cnglnoerlng, homs econonics, chemlstry, ‘geology, medical
technalogy, hoalth and physloal education, and businesa
administration. In keeping with the objectlves, it was
‘ stressed that terminal courses of less than four years
_ duration and courses in the sclence and humenitles division
not leading to¢ degrees shouid be authorized .43 L
Je Eo. Horris, attorney for Lamar College, was
questioned about the legality of certain aspects of the
curriculum recommendations, Bo}ria, who actually wrote the
act oreatinz the college, explained thst it would have been
1mpoaaiblo.to prescribe Iin the act exactly which courses
should dbe orfarcd. and for that yoeason the language of ﬁhc

law was intentionally broad., e stated that, in his’

42 Los. cl%.

1 43 yNows item in the Paaumons,Ehterggiae; Fovember 24,
949. )
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opinton, the institution ahould smphasize technologlicsl
cours+s, but that in the final analysia the rogents shauld
uss their discretlionary anthorlty in setting up the curricu~
1um.‘4.

At this same meeting, the board of regents naxed
Go Ae #imberly business manager and O, Be. Archer dean of
the state college. It appsared thut sach of the men was &
logioal selection because of his tralning and experience,
Gs As Wimberly had besn aemployed by the junior coiloge for
approximately twenty-three years and was business msnager
when he was selected For the new position. 0O« B, Arch;r. e
was & member of the original faculty of South Park Juhlor .
College when it waa created in 1923, and bhad been serving
as Cfean of Lapar College for several years prilor ﬁo‘the
oreatiod of the Lamar State College of Technology.45 _

In conneotion with the building program, the board
of regents authorized Jehn E, Cray to employ consultants in
the flelds of engirdsring and home egonomics to help with.
the planning of the dulldings, equipment, snd curriculums
in these fielda. Previocusly, the trustees of Lamar College

had agreed to pay the foes of these consultants. Then, the.

. 44 ¥imtes, loce cite

Lok 45 Lews item in the Peauwront Interprise, ¥ovember 23,
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cheirzan or_éhe board of regents was authorized to hppoiﬁﬁ
& building committee to advise with the architects and
college offiolals on the bullding progiau. The chairman
qppointed Clark Parrett, Otho Plummer, and Ernest %inatel
to that committess Finslly, the architectural firm of
Stone and Pitts of Beaumont was sgelected as designing
aprchiteot for the @i.ooo.ooo bullding program. This was
done after previocus interviews with three architectural
| firms of Aifferent Texas cities.*S
. For th;‘ramninder of the 1949-50 college year, the
_ curriculum é£d~tha bullding program were matters of prie
mery concern to the hoard of regents and to college o:rioials.
" In early ﬁhcamber, represantatives of the architectural firm
of Btone and Pitts, ths chairman of the board of regents, and
= the preslident and dean of the college mede a special 1§apco.
'gian trip to colleges in variéuc parts of Loulsigna and Texas
. to obtaln 1deas for the dullding program at Lamar Tech. 47 A |
'+ .few days later, on December 15, 1949, J. 8. Stephens, Jares
Y¥ood, and Guy T. ¥cBride, staff members from Rice Instituts,
were employed as apecial consultants to help plan the
ourriculum, the building, and the equipment for the engle

neering divisionJ‘B :

48 yinutes, 1oc,. cita

t

47 Hews item in the FPeaumont ¥nterprise, Nacember &,

(]

1949,

48 1b14., December 135, 1040,
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In ;n address to the student body in January, 1950,
President John E. Cray attempted to reflect the viewpointa
of the boafd of regents and the administration concerning
the type of program that wes veing planned for Lamar State
College of Technology. Oray esidt

"Our policy in the future, as in the past, will
be to try to meintain on our faculty a group of abdle,
high-t{pe men &nd women who are interestsed in devoting
thelr lives to the art of teaohing. N

"A necessary corollary of this basic policy is the
phllosephy that the moat important peraon on our campus
i3 the individual student. Serving the needs of that
indivicdual student 1s, to my mind, the. moat irportant .
and most challenging Jjob today.

%o ahall devote our pain anergies to the taak
of Golng effective classroom teaching rather than
research. ¥e foel that there are alrsady a sufficeint
pumber of universitises and inastitutions of hlgher
education in Texas adequately staffed and equipped to
do dxtensive research, and we intend to devote cur full
;:crgias to the irprovement cof tho Job of teach-

Se » o o

~

The Pullding Prograpm in 1980
In Jenuary, the board of regents mpproved tentatlive

planas for three new bulldings and asked the ardhitects te
proceed with the utmost speed in completing spegificetions
for them. The sgtructures planned were an englneering build-

ing, a home eccnom!os building, and & home economios

49 FWews item in the Beaumont Journal, January 5, 195C.
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cottage.so Later, it became necessary for the home economics
cottage to de dropped from conslderation because of insuffl-
clent money. ' ‘

Having no connection with the bullding program msde
possible by the £1,000,000 astate appropriation but lppore
tant to the college, was & decision by the Lamar College
Boavd of Trugéeea to bulld homes on the campus for the
preaidqnt and for the superintendent of bulldings and
grounda, Funaa for this construction ocsme from & surplus
in Oporating'rundé Qr the junior colla;a.51 |

A maetina"of the board of regents was held on June 15,
. 19§6.'fcr the purpose of receiving bids on the three build-
.ings that were being considerod. After the bids were read,
tnbulnted, nnd anslyzed,~1t was found that all of them were
"far in ex°oaa of originsl estimates, but that Farnsworth snd
" Chambers Qonapruetlon Company of Eouston submitted the lowest
bid, It was sgreed that the building committes, the archl-
tecta, and,éollago officisls would carefully study ways and
reans of reducing the cost of the building program, and that
snother meeting of the board would be scheduled for June 22.52

50 pinutes, op. cit., January 11, 1850, p. 19.

10 51 News ftem in the Eeaumont Enterprise, Janusry 13,
504 _

&2 Einutes, ope. cite., June 15, 1900, pe. 22,
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At thes meeting on June 22, a quorum was not present; cone
sequently, no astion could dbe t.aken.53 A third meeting wes
sot for June 29 at the 3hemrock Hotel in Eouston. At that
tire, the Farnsaworth and Chambers Construction Company was
awarded the econtrast for the construction of an engineering
building, ;ater named the Anthony F. Lucas Engineering.
Iullding, and a home economies bullding at & total ccet of
$765,521, with an option by the board of regents of thirty
days to decide whether to bulld & home management cottage
at & ocost of 686.000.54 It was decided at a later date
_that the cottage wouléd not be constructed.
. The first spade of dirt was turned by Covernor Allan
. 8hivers on July 19, 19280, at groundbreaking ceremonies
: uarkigg'the beginning of the building program at the collegs.
In & short prepared address the governocr saldt
'Laméi Teoh has great possibilities--not only to
. traln young men and women of the state~-~but Lo provide
* trained personnel to the oil and petroleum industries
ot the Sabline Area,.
. The school will mean what the people of the ares
- want 1t to mean. *what you put into it now will reflect .
in its achievements of tomorrow, I predict that your
" children and my shildren will park Lemsr Tech as one of
the cutstanding schools in its field by the pooplc of
the Sabine Area.

.‘.I.‘..l.Q.OOQ'QCQQO..QO...

85 1b1d4., June 22, 1950, p. 24.
& Ibld ., June 29, 1950’ Pe. 28,
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"I am grateful tgat I ked & psrt in the creation
of Lamay Techs o " 9 .

By September, 1950, the bullding program was well
under way, and the curriculum was tentatively outlined., In
newspaper publieity that was relessed before the beginning
of the fall Agmeator.’inrormation was given to proapsctive
otudenté“céﬁcerhing various degrees that woulq_be‘orferad.sa
This meant that qtudcnt; who registered in these fialds 414
80 with relative sasurence that they would continue at Lamar
for rour'yoiri. ‘ ‘

. At a meeting of the board of regents on December 14,
1950, President JohptE. Gray was authorized to begin employ-
ing key faculty members for the following yesr. One member
of ths board'amphngized the difficulty in obtaining capadle
men and cautioned agni;st waiting until the last moment to
engage a raculty.57

Pinenclal Difficulties
then the Texas Legislature appropriated the

£1,000,000 in 1948, for the conatruction of dbuildings at

Lamar, no provision was rade torloperating the college.

55 News 1tem in the Fesumont Enterprise, July 20, 1950.

%6 1h14., September 1, 1950.
57 1v1d., December 15, 1950,
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Since the legislature was acheduled to meet in regularq

sesslon in January, 1951, it was necessary for collegse
ortlciala_to seek and Jjustify en appropriation for the 1951-82
Siennium. Thus, in the summer of 1980, officials of t#e c0le
lege met with the Texus lLegislative Budget Foard and presented
8 roquest for 82,419,710 for the next two years. President
Gray told the Budget Loard that plans called for adding a
third. or junior, year to the college in the 1951-62 school
year, ?1th & fourth, or aenior, year heing established in
1952-53; raking thg #school & full four-year oollege.58

About the same tié; that the sconomy-minded Texas
Legislature met in 1951, enrollments wers doér?aoing at
lamar College &s wéll as st other inatitutions of higher
learning over the nation. Because of the Korean %ar, many
rale stixients wore uithﬁrawing to enter military servléo.
Thus, it waa not pgrtioularly surprising thet dbudget requests
were drastically reduced by the lLegislature. The two-year
appropriation for lLemar State College of Technology was
£1,291,760. This was a greater reduction than eould be
absorbed and still provide the type of training program
that the board of regents had approved. President Gray's
first reaction was, "ve will have to do well what we

58 yews item in the Port Arthupy Rews, August 11,

1980,
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attempt rather than spread it toc thin." He then gaid that
the amount was not as much as hed been hoped for but "Fe
will teke it and do the best we osn with 1t.959

It wis nessssary for the board cf regents to elect
nbout twenty new faculty mombers, inocluding some departmant
hoade and division diroctera, before the senior college
opened. The rollowing aalary schedule was adoptoda 2230~
clate proresaora below departmant head level, wers. ‘set at
£4,100 to $4 6003 naalstant profeasora at. $3 600 to §4,300;
and inatructors at es,ooo to &4.200; and dopartmenh heada
and division directors at £4,200 to $5,700.%0 since tnis
schedule was not aurrioiontly high 1n all cazes to attract
the best qualified teachers, President John E. Gray and
Dean 0. B. Archer were confronted wigh the problem of finding
the best faoulty possible under these conditions., They made
several trips to eclleges and universities in various parts
of the United States in an attempt to find suitable per-
sonnel. Also, several applican®s were invited, at oolioge

expense, to travel to the campus for 1nterviewa.61

5% Yews ftem in the Feaumont Enterprise, Kay &, 1961,
€0 yews 1tem in the Deavmont Journal, May 18, 1951.
€1 1hia., Aupust 4, 1951, - i
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IV. THE FOURLYEAR COLLEGE

A senlor college in Beaumont bcéamo a reslity on
September 1, 1951 The transition passed without formal
cereomonyj however, trustees of lamap College had previously
passed a resclution deodiﬁg college properties to thi state,
after voters of the Junior college district had voted to
dissolve the diatr1§§ and had agroed to the atate plan. The
opening of Lerar State College of Technology was the ;ul-
£8liment of & dreanm ahnreé bi many Eeaumont and area gltiaena
who had visualized the city 83 the center of aoutheaat‘fexas
educstion, through tho_astabliaﬁment of an outstanding foure
yoar achool.éz ' ' T

3 In newspaper publicity released on September 1; it
weg stated that Lamar-Tech was the first junior college in
Texas to expand 1ts program to senior college status under
state aupporc; aend £h§ only.atatc senior college in Texas
offoring tnchnolngic‘l training in an industrial area.ﬁa
That same day, in & full page advertisement appearing in

1051 €2 Xows itewm in the §gaumoﬁt Enterprise, September £,

€3 yous stem in the Beawmont Journsl, Séﬁtemhe} X,

1931,
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the Feaumont Journal some of the features of the new school
weore cutlined, and the dates for reglstration were announced
as September 12 through September 15.

Charting the Course

At the first meeting of the general faculty on

- 8eptember 11, 1981, President John E, Oray in an addreass
entitled "Qharting Our Course®™ expressed some of his ideas
and beliefs about the new college. DRecause of the ex06pe

-

tionmally fins manner in ﬁhioh he attempted to set the ptage
for the tormulation of a basla philonophy for the college,
excarpts rrom hia remarks are quotod as rollovu:

Today we are mnking sducational history in Texas.
I hope the occasion 0f this first general faculty
meeting of Larar State College of Technology may long
be remembered with happiness and prido by everyons of
us hera todaye « ¢ » .

Those of us who are here thia morning will have the
vnuaual privilegs of helping to guide and rmold and :
davelop & new institution. It ias a chellenge which ie
filled both with glorious opportunity and with heavy
responsivllitys « « + Such & challenge cannot bo
lightly teken. . :

e« s« » Yhat ore the general principles which we must
employ if we are to develop here the type of higher
eduocational institution which our pecple need and
dessrve and of which we a8 the original fasulty may
be Justly proud?t

The first of these general principles which I should
like to smuggeat 1s that of prectiocing the democratic
method throughout the &natitution. And the place for
demooracy to gtart in an educationsl institution is in
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the administration. Plous words to our stulents adout
the importance of democratic living will have a bhollow
ring unless they see democracy in sction in the admine-
istration of the collegde o« o o

¥e shall make use of the principle of "pooled
Judgrment® as a democratio technique in the development
of Laxar Tech, I hope that this principle of "pooled
Judgment® end co-operative action will £ind application
in the work of our faculty committees, In our départe
mentel and divisional faculty meetings, in our exegutive
council, in tho seasions of our general rnoulty. end in
our board of regentse. ¢ o« o

The sooond generel principle which I wish to suggeat
a8 & navigetional aid to help ua in charting our course
is & bellef in the dootrine that & college should
develop 4n its students a desire for bhonoradle living.
A state-supported institution such &8s lemar Tech has &
. particulerly Aifficult challenge to meet in this area.
Estopped from offering religious courses as suoh, and
properly 8o, the faculty nonetheless must foster a
moral and ethical olirate on this campus of such force
that our students will become definlitely committed to
aound aplritual values, o ¢ o

I am'not in the least unmindful cf our unique -
responsibility in this technologlical institution to
‘do highly effeative teaching of the practisel knowle
edge and skllls included in our varicus curriculums,.
The doors of lamar Tesgh could not have opened at a more
auspicious tine for the oftering of technologiocal and
practical cdncaticn. s o & -

As en 8id to effective tesching, let us strive to
make good use of the grest community laboratory which
" surrounds us, No other state-supported senior college
in Texas has such a favorable location for integrating
olassroom teaching with the business, industrial, and
profeasionsl l1ife of 1ts area. ¢ ¢ « It 18 alnost cere
tain that our contridbution to the development of this '
great gulf cosst area will de 2n direct proportion to
the extent £o which we make use of it 28 &8 teaching
laboratory. Our corrunity ¢ollege philosopby,
developed during the yoars of cur local support sanmd
control, skould by all means be carried over and even
strengtbesed in our senior college statusSe ¢ « «
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This leads me to another general principle which I
want to suggest for cur phillosophy, 1.8., the bellef
that everything we teach 18 Iimportant. » « ¢« If we

. return to our basic fundamental thet it is our respone
aibilit{ to help each individual student to achleve
his fullest sgelf~reslization, we see immedlately why
wa cannct consldeér one course or one department or one
division of the college to be any more importent than
every othere ¢ « »

In all of cur teaching, I earneatly urge that we keep
constaently paremount in our thinking the importence and
dignity ¢f the individual students. « « » 1 reiterate :
this morning with all the conviotion within me, that the
most ipportant thing which happens on our cempus is the
striking of & spark between an eagsr, receptive student
end & oconsecrated, inspired teacher. Everything else
wo do here pirzply helps to met the stage 80 that this
spark may be strucke « o«

The destiny of this institution is largely in the
hands of the people in this room. The board of regents
will help all they canj the people of southeast Texas
will surely give us their united support. But in the
final analysis, 1t is you &nd I who musat chart and
direct our course, HRealizing your professional compew
tence and consecration, I look forward to the future of
lamey Tech with happinesa and confidence.b4

The address of President Gray was well recsived by
the faculty members., Thoss who had worked with him in the
past realiged that the remarks were uttered with sincerity
and earnestness, XNew members of the faculty were lmpressed
with the presaldent's understanding and explanation of the
problems fasing the new institution.

64 John E. Gray, "Charting Our Course" (an address
to the first general faculty of lamar State College of
Tochnology, September 11, 19651).
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Administration, Currfculum, end Enrollment 1n 1351
¥hen olasses began in the fall of leal, the sdnine-

istrative ataff, not including division directors and

departmend heads, remained exactly &s it had been the proe-
cedling yesr when the school wai a junior collega. Aa.hna
been previously mentloned, the president, dean, and businaeass
manages wera‘olaotod by the board of regents in 1956. ’The
remainder wers naned during the spring &nd summsr of 191,
~As listed in the Lamar State Collepe of Teshnology A:_%
Catalorme for 1951-52, the officers of the adminiatration

weret John E. Oray, presldent; 0. Be Archer, dean, :
G A wigperly, business manegery ¥. ﬁ..Carikeig dlreobgr
of extensiong H. Cs Calloway, Jp.,'aasiatant'buslnoas manager,
¥ra. Bass Neal Gentry, dean of women, ¥, J..Kolloway,"diro-
tor of vetorans sdvisement and placemenﬁ oenter; ﬁorria He -~
Kelton, dean of student life} Celaste xitchen, rogiatrars
and ¥, L, §cLaugh11n, adninistretive assistant gnd qean ot
men 53 '. R

The pesitfons of dean of women @hﬁ deaﬁ of student
1ife were not conaldered fulletime administrative Sobag
conssguently, N. H. Helton and ¥rs. Bess Neal Gentry were

scheduled to teach some claases,

65 Lamer Stats College of Technology, Annusl Catalozue,
1851-1902, Feaumont, Texas, D. 4.

1
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Except for a few changes, this administrative

arrangement Las continued until) the time that this study
is boing mede, There has been & changs in the presidency,
which will De reported later in this chapter, Then, in
the fall or‘1955, the position of administrative assistant
was eéliminated, and M. Hs Kelton assumed the duties of the
_ dean of men, in addition to hils originel positicn of dean
' of student 1ife. At that time, M. L. Molaughlin joined the
inatructional staff in the department 6: education.

 In the fall of 1949, the board of regents approved
a tentativé surriculum for the eollagé, but by the time
_ the four-year school opened, those plans had been sltered
" to some extent. YNewspaper publicity statsed that ﬁaehnlor
of science d;groes would be offered in the following fields:
Ehem;cal,jeloatrioal. mechanical, civil, end industrial engile
noefiné} bﬁsinesa administration} home economicsj physical
educationy chemistrys blologlcal sclence; petroleum geoclogys

. and medical toohnology.65

_ The college was divided into six divisions: business,
engineering, home economics, humenities, sciences, and vooca=
ticns, Esoh of the divisions was hesded by & director who

wvas responsible to the dean of the oocllege. Divisions were

6 News Ltem in the Beaumont Journsl, September 1,

1951,



. 173
sudb-divided into departmentis, each with a department head
reaponsible to the division director. - Some specific infore
matién abvout each of the diviasions will be pressnted in the
following paragraphs¢

The division of businesa offered four-year programs
of study leading td baéhelor of sclence Cegrees in business
administration in the fields of accounting, general business
sdministration, and secretarial sclence. Terminal twoeyear
ocurriculums giving emphesis to the development of <kills to
qualify studénta for office positions were provided &n

-5
- %

general business and sesretarial sclence. Ho change was
meds the following year in 80 far as major f1elds were con=-
ceénedx howeier, there were alterations in coursse requiree
'fégnté for various programs of study, In all degres plans s
'qnirorn program of study for the firat two yearsa was ocutlined,
In 1983-54, the degree programs were expanded to include
management and parketing. Richard W, Setzer, a former teacher
at Catawba Cal;ese, in Xorth Carolina, was elected as director
of the division. | ‘

In the division of enginearing, bachelor of science
degress were offered in the departments of chemical, civil,

¢leotrical, industrial, and mochanical englnsering. Then

3o81 Y6 Hews item in the Beauront Journal, September 1,
Sl. .
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in-1052«53%, & Gegres was added in the department of mathee
matics., A quotation from the Annual Catslogz of Lamar State

College of Technolegy for 1082-83 gives a olear ascount of
the zntended funotlons of the divisions

-

The runctions of the Dlvision of Englneering
inolude. Instrustion in the various brenches of engle
neering, research on both fundamental end applied
problems, development of a technological livrery,
extension activities, and provision ¢f a center for
tuchnical.mset!nga and asotivities, )

All curriculn have deen designed upon tha principle
of offering sound fundamental training in mathematics,
basis sciences, snd English during the first two yecrs,
Enphasis is placed upon oreative analytical thinking
rather than upon the acquisition of factual information
or the attalnment of menusl skills., lowever, sufficient

- factual data and ladboratory work is presented to provide

a sound foundetion in the varicus fields of engineering.
Speciglized training is tempered by the lnclusicn of as
wmany sultural courses &s posaibla,

A uniform course of study for all first year students
hea been designed so that entering freahlmon do not have
to chooase, & specifioc major until after a year in
colloge.°7

I 4

P. Me Tiller, 1950 winner of the Junior award of the

American Institute of Chcmical Engineors and an sssociate

. pvoraasor of chemical engineering at Vanderdilt University,
':'as chosen in 1951 aa the director of the division of engle

neering.

67 Lamar State Collags of Taohnology, rnal Cetalog,

1982 1955 Beaumont, Texas, p. 47.
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Rosa Jean Tannahill, former head of the home

economics department of Mary EardineBaylor College and past
president of the Texss Vocational Association, wae slected
director of the division of home economics., Work leading
to a bachelor of sclence dogroe wes offered In that field,
Chosen to direct the dlvision of humenities was
Xrs. Ruth Olcott, who hed been head of the department of
education at Lamer College since 1946. Included in the

. division were the departmonts of education and psychology,

| Journalism, modern lenguages, music, physical eduocstion,

social selencs, and speech. A bachelor of science degree
in physical education was the only dogre§ that wag offared
in the division during the firat two yeara, In the annusrl
catalog roﬁ 1853-54, 1t wa§ ennounged that baohclog of
acienc§ degress would sleo be offered in the departments
of music and‘sooial salence, DIetails concerning other
changes and additions made during the spring of 1654 will
be given later in this chapter.

" Included in the division of soiences were the
departments of blologicsl solences, chemistry, geclogy,
and phyiica. Dxoept in physics, & program of atudy leading

 to & bachelor of sclence degroee was offered in each of the

departments, Iwin 3, Hafea,-tormer head of the depsriment
of blology at the jJunior eéllego. waa seleoted as the dlrec~
tor of the diviaion.
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The aixth major division of the college was that of
vocations. All of the work in this division was terminal in
neture and was offered through two general progranas
(1) Full~time day trade preparatory courses, end (2) the
~extended day'program, for perasons desiring to attend & parte
time prngam‘or study. Fulletime trade preparatory courses
wers offered in the departments of diesel englnes, elecs
tricity, machine shop, refrigeration, vocaticnal nursing;
and weldinge. Courses offered in these depuartments were
) déaigned to give students the training necessery prior to
“;ntrance into & skilled trade or occupation. Extension and
evening courass were provided for employed persons who
desired to extend their occupational knowledge or akilla,
_Thg;e wera grouped into five broad clasaificationa as
. 'toiloust (1) Agriculture, an institutional on~theejod
. training progran for persons who are engaged in farmings
ka) spprentice training, for those ambloysd &8 appregtlces
in skilled tradesi (3) distridbutive edncation, consisting
of classes for thoss engaged in retalling, wholesaling, or
service ocoupationsy (5) trade extension or courses for
tredesmen of journeymen grade; (8) couraes for persons
employed in induatrisl supervision and leadership; and

(7) conferences and uorkahops.ss

63 Iblde, pe 100,
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By the time classes begen in the fell of 1981,

enrollment in all divisions totaled 2,086, That figure

" . inocluded 1,024 day echool students, 632 persons enrolled in
. acedemioc evening olasses, 260 reglstered for trale extension
"Iolhsaoe. and firty-three taking courses in dlstridutive

'ed§ontio£;69 Py October 1, the totsl in all divisions had

reached 2,568.7° Hearly sll of this increment came in

. various departments of the extended program in the division

'of vocations.

- Dedication of the Anthony F. Lucas Bullding .

At a dedication ceremony on Ootober 7, 1951, marking
the completlion of the Anthony F, Lucas Engineering DMuilding,
Governor Allan Shivers delivered the principel addreasn,

The Covernorts address served as‘a climax to the $1,000,900
construction brosram.uhioh he began the preceding year by
turning the first spade of earth., Shivers urged the pnopie
6: Feaumont and southeast Texas "to continue locsl support
snd anconbagemgnt,'whioh cannct be replaced by state

sponsorship.” He sald, "If you continus your interest, you

69 Hewa item in the Feaument Journal, Septemler 25,

1981,

70 Kows item in the leaumont Enterprise, October 1,
1881,
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will ﬁave a college which is responsive and responsitleee
Y oollcge ascond to mone in its r1e1d,*72 '

A crond estirmated at 2,500 paraona. including
educators, induastrial, dusiness and labor leaders, and
atudents of the college, attended the programe. Among the
prominent visitors were Oscar L. Chapmen, United States
Secretary of the Interlorg Anthony ¥. Lucas, Jr., the son
of the pen for whom the bullding was nawedj and R, B,
Anderson,'gﬁnirman of the Stute Beard of RElucatlicn and
retiring president of the Texas Xid-Continent 041 and Gas

Aaaoaiatien.72

The Resipnetion of John E. Oray
The faculty and staff at Larmar State College of

Toéhnolegy were surprised and shocked when on Tuesdsay,
October £3, & apeolai ma&tlng of all sollege employees was
c2lled, add President John E. Cray announced that he planned
to resizn and accept the position of executive vics-preaident
of the Plrst National Bank of Beaumont. The following morne
ing a news item in the Deaument Enterpriss. stated that Gray

would "sever his officiel connection with the college aa

71 ypta,, Octoder 9, 1951,

72 105, oit.
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soon a8 relieved by the board of regents, probadbly January 1,
1982,"75 President Gray had previously contacted each member
of the board of regents and had obtained assurance that he
would be released from his contract with the college,

¥hen the regents met on November 20, 1851, the first
act was to elaect a new chairman of the board. Previcusly,
A. ¥, McAToe had resigned so that he oould be considered as
an applicant for the position of president of Lamar State
College of Technology. We Re Smith, Jre of San Antonio was
unsnimously elected chalrren . Then, President Gray's resige
nation was formally accepted, to béoome effective January 1,
1962, President Gray expressed to the beard his deep
gratitude for the "ccnsideration, courtesy, and loyal sup-
port sccorded him.'74 end he stated that as a private
citizen he would continus working for the best interests

of the college.

Selection of a New President
' The next act of the board was to eleoct Ge A. Wimberly,

business manager at the collegs, acting president at £10,000
per year, effective January 1, 1952, Wirmberly, in accepting

73 News item in the PReaumont Enterprise, Octodber 24,

1951.

74 Minutes, ops cit., September, 1951, to September,
1983, pe 20,
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the interim appointment, sermphasized that Le was doirg so
with the understanding that he was not and would not decome
an applicant for the permsnent positlén.75 The regents then
issued the following statement tc the press:

It is the purpose of the boerd to carefully review
and consider all applicetions for the position of
fresidant and to meke this finsl decision, tha mest

mportant that sany board of regenta can make, one that
will ssaure Lemsr's future welfars and growthe.

The board has not, under the procedurs adopted;
reviewed any applications for permanent preaident and
will continue fo receive suggestions adbout npplieanga

. and continue to agccept applications from jualified
B candidatos. ¢ o .76 . . -

On April 18, 1982, F. L, sianongm, atrector of' the ':
‘department of journalism at Texas State College ror'$ogen,
w23 named president of Lamar State Coilege of Technol&éy. ;
Simultaneously, 1t was announced that 0, B. Archer hacfbéen
elected viseepresident and dean. An editorial in the - -
Beaument Jouinq; that same dQay statedt -

O Es Archer was not named president of Lamar !
College, but he can be assured that the lack of & '
doctora:s bhefore his name 13 the resscn.

Dean Archer 4s popular with the teachers, Ee¢ has
the longest record of service of the college stafll, -
e bolds bhachelor's and master's degrees from the
University of Texas in electrlical englneering, and
these are conaidered in the profession with the
doctorate in other professions,

75 Ibid., pe 21,
76 News ftem in the Feaumont Interprise, lovember £0,

1981,
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But the president of Lemar should be & doctor. The
presidents of all other state supported schools ere.

-

Certainly one of the outstanding cheracteristics cof
Desn Archer i3 hilas sincerity., Thls young foure-year
college has great need of hime o o »

It 1a good that he las bDeen named vice~president with
Dre Fo Lo MoDonald as president .77

The next day en editorisl waaz written concerning the

qualifications of the new president, 4 part of 1t is quoted

as followss

The naew presldent of Lamar Tech, Dr. F. L. ¥clonald,
kolds his doctorate in journalism from the University
of Missouri, and that fect alone should guarantee hls
public relaticns and, not at all incidentally, the
public relations of Lamar College.

Under Dr. John Gray, Lerar's positicn in the
comrunity and in the stets was solld. Dr, ¥oloneld 1a
qualified, peraons;lyiand professionally, to ocarry one.

i

An edugation In journalism &s signified by a
dootorate meang plenty of English and history and the
1ideral arts in general, and kis selection bi the
rogonts ias astuts recogniticon of the possibilities of
expanding Lamar into the scadenic rield some day,

Dre BcDonald has the personslity and charaoter snd
exporience to make effective his profesalcnal quelie
fioaticns,. & Q?'a . . .

Before selocting a president, the regents screened

mony people for the position.. O+ B« Archer, dean of the
college, and A. M. MoAfes, former chalrman of the boerd of

77 paitorial 4n the Begumont Journal, April 18, 1582,
78 rvia,, Aprid 17, 1952,
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regents, were among those who were carefully conslidered.

then the final choice was announced, people in southesast
Texes noted with intereat that the man choesen was neither
&n engineer nor was he technically t}ained. This was Bne

of the first real indicationsa that there was a posalbility
thet the collsge would be more than strictly a technologiocal

school,

Plans for Additional Building Facllities
%hen the original bill proposing the ereation of

Lamar State College of Technology was introduced in 1247,
it called for a&n appropristion of $1,500,000 for the con=
struction of neow bulldings. As a cdmpromiao mensure, the
smount was lowered to £1,000,000 during the latter part of
that legislative session. Then, when the act creating the
oollegs was passed in 1949, it oslled for en appropristion
of £1,000,000 for bulldings, With that money the engie
neering and home eccnomios bulldings were construsted and
equipped.

Boon after F. L. ¥oDonald was elected president,
he realized that within a short time additional bulldings
would be essential 1f enrollments continued to increase.
Re gave hias immediate attention to that problem, and bsfore

the end of the summsr & master site plen, calling for
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sixtesn major changea in the physical plant was turned over

to the architectural firm of Stone snd Pitts to be developed,
The plen oalled for: (1) Surfiéicnt dormitories for men and
wonen to take care of double the present enrcllment; f2) a
new plant for health and physical education; (3) a new audie
torium; (4) three neas instructional dulldings; (5) expansion
of the present library; (6) a home management houssej (7) a
dining halls (8) enlarging and remodeling of the present
union;gymnaaium into & modern student recreation buildingj
(9) a stadiump (10) an outdoor swimming pool; (11) an
Re Ue Te Cs armorys (12) a chapely (13) a new power plant;
and development of new racr;ational flelds for men and
women ¢ 79

President ¥Yoionald and the bosrd of regents
seriously considered going to the Legislature in 1953 with
& request for another appropriasticn for duildings. Political
advisers told them that such a proposal probably would have
littls chance of passing. Soon, the President thought of an
entirely different spproach t¢ the prodblem, His ideas were
incorporated into a bill, which was ready for pressentation
when the legislature met in January, 1953, leamar State
College of Technology &nd Texas Southern University were
associated In thia attempt to obtelin additional bullding fundas,

79 News item in the Leaumont Journal, August ¢, 1958,
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The bill was desiyned to eliminnto the diaadvantkge
to Lamar State College of Technology and Texas Scuthern
University, since they were not included in the 1947 conatie
tutional ampndment providing for the fssuance ¢of taxe
supported borkla for bullding purposes ut'all state
institutions of higher learning then in existence, The
Beaumont and Houston schools were created after the constie- -
tutional amendment was adopteds consequently, they did not
benefit in any way from the state ad valorem tax which waas
levied to finance the thirty-year bullding progrem in Othex
state oollegaa.ao '

The bill, as it was introduced, provided for &
twenty-four-year dullding program at lLarar State College of
Technology and Toxas Southern University, It proposed that
tuition and fees from students bs placed in & special builde
ing fund and that the boards of the two colleges bde
authorized to issue bonda to be rotiréd from the income
from such fees, It was eatimated that the measurs wculd
provide a building fund approximately proportional to the
amount the other state colleges would receive over the
next twenty-four yesrs from the state-wide ad valorem tax,

It was pointed out that no tax money would be required to

80 1v1d., January 22, 1953,
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retire the bonds, but Ehat somewhat lerger appropriations
from the state's general revenue fund wculd be needed to
finsnce general Operating.oxpensos.al

Senator Jep Fuller of Port Arthur and Senator
Ssarcy Eraoeweli of Houston sponsored the measure in the
Senate. The entire Bgrria. Jetrer;on, and Orange County
delogaticns co-aponsored 1t in the Housge or.Bapreaontativeo,
with Representative Willlam A, Miller, Jr. of Houston
taking the lead 82 o

The ect was passed by the House of Representatives
with relatively little opposition. In the Senate, 1t passed
only after a bitter fipht and after several important .
amendments were made Lo ii. The emendments weres to proe
hibit legislative appropriation ef any other bullding funds
during the twenty-four-year perilods to require approval of
the Jeglslature befors additicnal lend for bulldings could
be purchasedj end to postpons the sffective dats of the
msasure to the bisnnium beginning September 1, 1955.83 Tho‘
amendmonts certalinly were not deslired by proponents of the

&otj however, the entire measure would undoubtedly have

o
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Rews item in the Fesumont Journel, ¥ay 2d, 1053,
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heen defeated 4 they hsad not been sccepted, It meent,
of course, that funds from that source would not be
available until after September, 1835,

Ina rnpﬁrt to the board of regents on October 16,
1952, President NoDonald olted the inadequacy of the student
union bullding and suggested thst immediate plans be made
for remodeling and enlarging ite Then, he saild that the
time hed come when campus bousing was needed for both men
and women., He pointed out the following sdvantages tbat
dormitories would give Lamars (1) Increased enrollment
resulting from abudenf housing would lower the coat per
capitas (2) student morale would improveg (3) students from
greater distances would be able to odbtain the specialiged
courses whioh only Lamer State College of Technoclogy
ofrers.84

Bince the state does not provide money for facile
itles that are not used strictly for educational purposes,
it waa necessary to look elsswhere for funds to finance
these hulldings, Accordlngly. it wasg deoclded that money
for enlarging snd modernizing the student union building
could be obtalined through the na;e of revenus bonds, which

84 Winutes of the Poard of Ragenta of lLarar State
Collegs of Technolopy, Vole £, October 16, 1G53, De Be
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would be repald by charging & dbullding-uae fee, This |
procedure was followed, and construction of the ¢380,000
bullding was completed in September, 1954.

An applicstion was made to the Federal Eousing and
Home Finance Agenoy for a $400,000 loan to be used for the
oonstruction of & dormitory to hbuae £04 students, The
loan waa approved, and construction was begun in Septembder,
1963, Eefore it was completed in September of the following
yeéar, it was announced that the name of the structure would
be Comdba Eeall, The name was chosen in memory of the late
United States Representative J. ¥. Combs, sn early lesder
1ﬁ the movement to expand Larar Junior College. In the
spring of 1954, & seocnd application for & §400,000 lo§n
was approved for the csonstruction of a dormitory for women,
Construction on it was begun during the early fall of that
year. '

Vhen the master site plen was submitted to the
néchitootn in the aummer of 1952, & new plant for health
and physical education and & dining hall were lncluded on
it. On ¥ay 26, 1954, the board of regonts authorized the
presldent to contract with the firu of 3Stone and Pitte for

the necesasary architectursl and engineeéring work for a new
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men's health and physiéal education building.a5 This
building will be financed from funds that will sccrue
starting in 8eptember, 1955, when fees charged by the
college will go into & special building fund as authorized
by the Legislature. An application for & §350,000 Federal
Eousing and Home Agency Loan for the erection of a dining
hall was approved during the summer of 1884, Architects
wore then authorized to procesd with final plans and apecie
flicaticns for that bu11d1n3.85

Thus, since Lamar State College of Tochhology was
created 1In 1949, an engineering bullding, & home econcmiocs
bullding, a student union bullding, and & dormitory for men
have been bullt or remodeled. Construction on s dormitory
for women has begun, and plans have been made for a dining
hall and a heslth and physicsl education bullding for men.

Expansion of the Curriculum

Previously, it was mentioned that the currisculum of
the collegs was expanded in the fall of 1853 to include
degrees in music and social sclence in the humanities divie

sion and that degrees in marketing and menagement were added

85 winutes of the Poard of Repents of Lamsr Etate
College of Technology, Vole o, Kay 26, 1604, Ps 118

. 86 mews 1tem in the Fesumont Enterprise, August 20,
854, t A
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in the division of businesa. President Holoneld sald that

the new oourses of study were added to meet the demand for
expansion of the college curriculum aa expressed by
enrollment in these fields .87

A second major expansion of the ourgioulum wasg
announced in the spring of 1854. In a uaratﬁlly prepared
statement to the board of regenta on Eay 26, the president
made the following statement end resommendations conéprning
new degrees and courses of atudys

For two years I have carefully studied the curris«
ulum of Lemer a&and have endsavored to view it agalnst a
basckground of the youth and the adults it serves.

lamar 1s destined to bécome & great area college as
well as a groat technologicel college, Within eaay
sommuting distance ars mors then & Quarter million
pesople, ZSach of the four colleges with a greater -
enrollment then Lamar serves a large population areat
The University in southe-central Texas, A & X in southe
central Texas, Texas Tech in west Texas, and Xorth
Texas in northecentral Texasj and ILamar in southeast
Texas has an equally important role in its area,

There are several reasons why the Lamar currieulum
should be expanded at thlas times

1. To serve its area adequately, more general
education courses are required, With the presgent
limited programs many students are enrolling in courses °
that are not what they would choose and that are not
beat suited to thenm,

2. The sddition of more general courses will
strengthen the present techniocal programs,

87 Ibide, September I, 13863,
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3s Accreditation by the Southern Assoclation guat
preceed acoreditation in &«ll other fields, The addie
tion of &« number of Rachelor of Arts degrees ias
considered adsolutely imperative 1f Southern Asaocla~
‘tlon accoreditation 18 to de sought, To carry out our
deolared objective of becoming “"a college of the firat
class,” we must strive for Bouthern Asaociation
accreditation,

4. In a rider to the general appropriation bill in
1583, the degree programs of all state colleges except
lamar were frozen. It is not considered likely that
Lamar will be given any extension of time to 2dd pro=-
grams beyond 1904-858, :

To accomplish our objeotives, I sugpest that the
following degree programa be authoriseds

Bachelor of Arts
¥ajor in BEnglish
Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Sclence

¥ajor in Economics ) , -
Kajor in Government ; Be 8, degres in
Major in History social soience is
Major in Sooclology ) elresdy in effect

Bachelor of Arts

¥a jor in Chemistry )

¥ajor 4n Blology ) B, 8. dogrees in

Eajor in Geoleogy } those majors are

Major in Mathematics) already in offect

Bachelor of Science

¥ajor in Eduocation: -
Hajor in Geologlcal Ingineering

Bagheler of Business Adminlstration to replsce
the degree of Fachelor of Solence presently
offered in that area,08

88 ¥inutes, ORe Clle, May 28, 1954, p. 125,
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~ The recommendations of the president were accepted

by the regents and by the opening of the fall semester of
1054, the changes had been effected.

Reorpanigation of Departments end Divisions

In Vay, 1984, the board of regents approved a
reorganization of the departments and diviaions to bring
them more in line with other institutions of higher lesarning,
In the reorganization, the divi:ion of buainess, humenitles,
lcionﬁe, engineering, home economlcs, and'vooation; were
supplanted by the schools of engineering, business, and arts
and sciences, each headed by a dean, -Then, there wers the
divisions of fino and applied arts, education, and vocations,
each headed by & chalrman, These chairmen were made respone
sible to the doan of the collegs, Jjust as ware tﬁo deans of
the three schools,8?

Under the new arrangement, the sahool of business,
with R. W, Setszer as dean, included the departments of
accounting, general business, secretarial science, minagee
ment, retalling, finsnce, and sconomics. In the sshool of
engineering, were th? departments of mathematiocs and

chemical, oivil, electrical, mechanical, industrial, and

1 89 pews item in the Fesument Enterprimse, iay 30,
054, ‘
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geological engineering., P, ¥, Tiller was named desn. . The
schocl of arts and sclences, with E, S, Hayes as dean,
contained the divisions of sciences and libsral arta. The
departments of blology, chemistry, geology, physics, and
medical technology wore included in the diviaion of ssclences.
In addition to bis duties as dean of the school of arta and
scisnces, &, S. Hayes waﬁ nemed chairman 6: the division of
soliences. In the d4ivisiocn of liberal arts, were the |
departments of English, jJjournalism, modern 1&55uages,
library science, religious educetion, soclologzy, history,
and governments C. As Iavis wag the new chalrman 6! this
diviszcn.go

A chalrman was not selected for the divisasion of
fine and applied arts; however, the dspartments included in
1t were muwric, speech, and cormercisl art. Xrs. Ruth Qlcott
becams ohairmen o} the division of education, which {ncluded
the departments orieducation and pesychology, health end
ph&aieal ;duoaclon, and home eoconomios. Be E. Miller cone
tinued to hesd the Alvision -of vocations, now chalirman
instead of direcior." HQ'ﬁafoflai;changes were made in the.

:

eurriculum :hare.gl

3
5
B
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Enrollment Trends

8ince the creation of the senior college, enrcllment
has steadily inocreased. A repeort of that trend 1s shown in
Table VII on the following page.



TABLE VII

ENROLIMENT RZPORT BY DIVISIONS FROM
FALL OF 1051 THROUGH FALL OF 1953

Day Classes Evening Classes

194

Division ¥en Vomen = Nen Wocmen Total
Fall of 1951
Business 148 111 178 134 569
Inginsering 213 4 197 S 417
Home Economics 7 31 3 e bo
Eumanitioes 144 113 78 67 360
Solence 111 74 S8 9 229
Vocatlions 80 . 80
Total 703 533 487 212 1738
of 1982
Business 219 106 120 130 5758
Engineering S17 3 196 2 817
Home Eoonomios 12 290 4 18 60
Bumanities 106 138 &8 38 337
Scilence 160 a9 36 10 205
Vocations 10} 53 154
Total p15 418 413 108 1938
. Fall of 1953
Kusiness 220 | 148 lé2 09 636
Inginsering 388 - 3] 282 615
Home Economios 14 51 b 12 82
Humanitien 125 187 b4 58 42}
Solence 167 88 49 ] 313
Vooationa 20 39 129
Total P83 518 522 178 £166
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%hile the information given in Table VII was being

compiled, it was decided that & more realistic apalysia of
the enrollment trend could bes mede 1f enrollment figures in
apprenticaship, trade'oxtenaion. distridbutive education, and
industrial uupsrvision clasaes in the division of vocations
were not inoluded, Nost of these olasses wore offered in
the evening; they were of short durationg and they were not
compparable to full-time trade preparatory or colleglate
training programa.

It may be noted in the table that in 1851, no women
were enrolled in the division of vocaticns, while in the
following yesars there were fiftye~thres and thirtyenine
respectively. The reason for the difference was that in
1982, vocational nursing wss added to the currlioulum of thet
diviglon. The reason for the comparstively large number of
men in the division of home economlios was that commerslal
art was inoluded,

Actually, Tadble VII revealed that the increase in
enrollment has been fairly consistent in the various divie
siona, ZEvening clesses have Jjuat aboud held thaeir own,
and the proportion of men to women, in day classes, hss

remained almost the same, with two men to one womane
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Becsauge of the rearrangemant of departments and

divisions, enrollment figures for the fall semester of 1934
were not shown in Teble VII; however, in a slightly aléered
form, they are included in the following tabley

TAZLE VIIX

ENROLLMENT REPORT BY SCHOOLS OR DIVISIONS
FOR PALL S:MEST:R, 1954

l'ay Classes Tvening Closses

Division or School flen W%omen ¥en Women Total
s = — = —
Tusiness 350 160 206 112 827
Educsation G0 158 22 42 22
Engineering 529 8 228 762
Fine and Appllied

Arts 51 69 - 4 4 128
Liberal Arts 71 &7 41 47 228
Science 270 1256 40 7 442
Vocationa 186 47 £33
Total _1817 634 557 212 2000

Table VIII indicates that with the Aew degree
offerings in 1984, there waa‘a phenominal increase in the
number of students enrolled in day classes., Again, tadulae
tions in this table did not include evening classea in the
division of voocations} howaver.lthe'oftiee of the registrar
on October 15, 1984, reported that there were 1,190 students
in such clasaes. If that number is added to the total
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indicated in the table, the over-all enrocllment for the fall
semegter of 1554 wsa 4.090.99 |

In this chapter, particular attention was given to
the movement for establishing a senlor college in feaumont
and to the long and tedious ordeal of getting leglalative
approveal tdr it. Then, the contributicns of President
John E, Cray and the board of regents in planning and
facilitating the bullding progrem end in organizing the
currioculum were noted, Finslly, in & history of Lamar State
College of Technology from 1851 to 19564, information was
glven pertaining to the sdministration, the faculty, the
bullding program, the curriculum, and enrollment trends,

The next chapter will be concerned with some of the
factors and personalities that have materlally affected the
development of the college.

92 pnroliment Report Analysis, (Registrarts Cffice,
Lamar State College of ecLnology, Jotcher 15, 1054).




CHAPTER IV

FPACTOR3 ARD PERIOHALITIES THAT EAVE IRFLUELCED
THE PHRILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION AT LAMAR
8TATE COLL3GE OF TECLEOLCGY

Some factors and personalitles that appesr to Lave
meterially affected the development of Lamer State College
of Tochﬁology wers selected for special consideraticn in
this chapter. lany of these were dlacusaed briefly earlier
in this study; however, 1t was bolleved that they were of

suffiolent importance to be presented geparately.

-Is SOHE I¥PORTANT FACTORS THEAT HAVE AFPFECTED THE
DEVELOPMENT OPF LAMAR STATE COLLEGE
OF TECENOILGY

Education for Veteransa
College offiolals and students pointed with pride

to the 11,000 or more former students who served in various
branches of the military services during the seoond ¥orld
¥are, It was netural that a speocial eoffort should be made
to moot the needs of veterans who wanted to attend the
ocollege. '

In the summer of 1945, Acting Preaident O, B. Archer
made preliminary plans for satablishing & special counseling
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service for veterans. A representative of the college was
sent to the Unlversity of Louston to study the progrem that
was in effect there, As 8 consejquence, the service ocsnter
for veterans that was established at Lanar was similar in
many reapects to tho'one at the Houston school.

" In the fall of 1948, 1t was snnounced that the
college would roliow the recommendations of the Arxerican
Counail on Education in granting gcadem&o credit for milie
tary axpérienco. Undor these recommendations, credit for
oollsge work was granted on @ basis cof measured educational
attainment and aehiavcmont.l Then, in Novembder, 1945,
refresher courses in mathematics and English were organized
for veterans who wanted to review some high school work .
before enrolling in rogulaghqollege oourses. No college
oredit was allowed for thenﬁggpletion of these courses.®

When President John E. Gray returned from active duty
with the navy, 0. Be Archer was relieved of the position of
acting president and was soon named coe~ordinator of veterans
education, in eddition to other dutles, Xe continued in
that position until the beginning of the summer of 1048,

1045 1 Yews item in the Beaumont Interprise, Septemder 2,
]

104 2 News item in the Beaument Journal, NHovember 290,
Se
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when he became deun of the college, Sirmultanecusly,
¥e Lo Molaughlin was named co-ordinator, & position whilch
he retained until the fall of 1953, when ¥W. J. Holloway
assumed the responsibilities of the office, .

Yhen the real impeot of the veteran onrollment hit
the ccllege in the epring and fall of 1946, a speciel
effort was made to provide faocllities and teachers for them,
This was &ifficult, for the enrollment wag much greater then
had been expested, The following table ghows the number of
students in day and evening classea who recelived dbenefits
from federal laws pertaining to the education and tralning
of veterans of either World Var II or the Korean confllct.
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TABLE IX

BYROLLEENT OF VETERARS UNCER PUELIC LAWS 546, 18, AND
550 FROM THE SPRING OF 1946 THROUGH
THE FALL OF 1054

Bpring, 1946 : 400
Pall, 1946 943
ﬁvwimg, 19&? 1,118
rall, 1947 704
Bpring, 1948 787
Pall, 1948 600
ﬁpving 1849 70}
Fall, 1049 747
Spring, 1%0 817
Pall, 1950 o127
Spring, 1951 500
¥all, 19461 549
8pring, 1958 437
Fall, 1558 326
Bpring, 1953 327
Fall, 1963 387
Spring, 1954 539
Fall, 1054 833
o, et e - - e

In the fell of 1858, the first veterans of the
Korean war enrolled under Publlc law 850, The number
enrolling under thet law incressed from sixtyeone in 1882
to 708 in the full of 1984, These figures are included in
Table IX,

Prom the beginning of the veteran influx in 1946, en
attempt was made by teechers and college offlclals to be
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conslderate of individual problems of returning servioce-

méelie

The fact that this agsistance was apprecisted was

_ pointed out in an editorial in The Red Eird, & Lerar
~ College student publicatlon, in Hareh, 1946.

Those ol us who attonded service schools san readily
8¢ that our collsge curriculum at Lemar affowis us &
far greater goope of freedom and opportunity. Here,
too, the incentive to schigve sugcess la kindled,
foatersd, and spurred on by understanding, persevering
faculty wembers and counaelors, who, though perhaps
sonfused at first by the proaspect of having hundreds of
veterans descending upon them « « » have endesvored
amm&oiantinuaiy L0 overcomns ﬁha so=gulled problem of

"osychologlcal readjustment,® ss some eminent psychole
ogists have chosen to oall the mess exofus of america's
ynuth.rvﬁm thﬁ &rm@d uarViaﬂa to oivil and a@llaga 1life.
¥ » . & & » & *® # % & & & ® w N

Wh& atudant bﬂdy and tha rmaulty have aceeptad ug
hospitably and gzreclovaly. ¥e are grateful to them for
thelr ssslstancs and thelr ccoperation in making our
tour of dubty here at Lamay a3 pleasant as we had hoped
1% would be,dS

Aduly Bducstion

In the early history of the junior college some

- evening clsasses for adults wers organized with varying

degroes of succass) however, no sontinuous or go=-ordinated

program wag planped until ¥orldd Wer 1I mede 1t nscessary

that meny men and women be trained for defenss and wap

industries, Iuriag the war years, approxizately 12,000

adults wera tralned in various trades.

5 miitorlal in The Red £ird (& Lamsr College student

newspaper), March 16, ey
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Immedlately after the war ended, President Gray
Instituted & plan for expanding the aduld educaitlun program.
This expansion was in kesping with the following statoment
that Oray mede in 1943 concerning the purpose of the collegey

I2 I had to ssy in one sentence what I gonsider to

be the major purpose and objsstlve of lamar Collepe, I
wonld gay 1t 1s to Dbecoms more and mores a commmnity
servicse inatitution. %o put this snother way, we want
to render aeducaticnsl service when and where educie
tionsl service 1s needed, end Lo become truly & oollege
for all the people, en institution where pneeded tralning
may be obtained by both sollege students end adults for
better perticipation in the vecationsl, business, proe
raasiagﬁl and cultural 1ife of this community and
nation,”

It was deoclded in 1948 that the sdult educaticn proe
gram should be divided into courses for collsge credit and
voeationsl courses, with 2 separate supsrvisor for each
category, It should be noted that from 1947 to 1951, many
non-cpedit hobby and recreaticnal courses were offered that
would not fit exactly into either of the divisions listed
above, In general, these were spongored and directed by
the supervisor of uvaﬁiag classes for college credit,

@h& demand for courses offering regular college
eredit 1&&#@@5&& vaﬁ&ﬁly«\;ﬁgjlgﬁﬂg forty-five separate
couraes in seventeen flelds were teaughts The following yesy

that number inorsesed to mers tign rifcys In the division

1043 ¢ Yows 1tem in the Bemumont Enterprise, August 31,
43, |



204
of vocations, 4% was announced in Januery of 19561 thet

Lamar College was offering the largest trade and industrial
education program for adulﬁa in the state, with,s total of
‘ferty*thrma classes, These flgures 4id not include classes

in distributive educstion.d

With tﬁa beplinning of state support sand conlirel in
the fall of 1981, a curtallment of offerings wag effected
in #0 far &g hobby, raaraﬂ%iénal, and avooatlional courses
wore concerned. There 1s some indicatlion now, 1904, that
arrangements agein will be made to render thst service to

the pecples of the community.

Soholapsklng, O1fts, end Indowments

The a@holarﬁﬁxp program at the cellege, for ﬁaady
and ﬁamaéving.stuﬁanta, began 1ln 1948, when ¥ra. C. &.
Bingmen, a part-time teacher at the college and the wifs
of the proaident, was informed thet aeveral students could
not enter or coniinue their training beomuse of insuffliclent
funds to psy the tultion and fees. In & committee meeting
of the Davghtera of the Amerliesn Revolutlion, ¥rs, Bingmen
made these faosts known, ﬁn@ the lste Ilde Caldwell MoFsddin
agresd to pay the tultion for one of the student. MNrs.

¥oFaddin continued to glvs an &nnual scholarship s long as

s Ibide, January 21, 1981.
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she lived, and aince hﬁ?'#@&hﬁ, Ler daughter, ¥ras. Cerroll
Ward, has glven it as the Iﬁa,ﬁaldwali'quudﬂim Memoprial

Buh;al&r%;ip.ﬁ
| ¥ree Co We Blngman helped orgenisze scholarship
copmittees in the Daughters of the Amerisan Revoluticn and
in the Women's Club of Desumont. Through the years, those
argéniaaticna heve lad the wey in meking sobolarsiips
available, |

The scholarablp program grew slowly but steadily,
and by 1945 twentyefive were given; in 1950 the number was
1125 and in the fall of 1954 there were 184.7 These awards
| were donated by individusls aﬁ& organizations to students
on the basis of nesd and merit. &aa&ptan%a have been
generally selected In one of three ways: (1) by the donor}
{28) by & committee designated by the donorj or {(3) by a
feoculty compittee on scholaprships at the colleges Donors
have been allowed to establish standards, regulations, or
restrictiong which they wanted U0 have considered in meking

or renswing thelr awerds. Scholerships heve besn financed

S Interview, Mrs, C, W. Bingman, Decembsr £7, 1954.

7 Taken from records in the olffice of the registrar
at lLamar Btate College of Technology on December 27, 1954,
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in either of two ways: (1) by outright gifts of cash of
the desired amount each yeary snd (2) by setting up permae
nent endowment funds and providing thst the income from

those funds be used to provide scholarships of the desired

type oa

Comparatively few lerge gifts and endowments have
been received Ly the college; however, the moat important
of theze are briefly discussed in the following paragreaphs.

Turing his 1ifetime, the late James ¥, Weeld gave the
eollege & §1,000 endowment fund, the incoms of whish haa
beon used to provide student awards to stimulate speolsl
study in American government. An additional §£1,000 was
added to this fund in 1950 by ¥rs. James F, Veed.

¥ax Coeckelmsn, who died 1n 1947, provided in his
will thaet the £11,763 that was left in his estate be uaed
88 a perpﬁtu&l socholarship fund for youths of the Leaumont
ares, The fund 18 imown as the ¥ex snd Josephine Goeckelman
Bcholarahlp Endowmont.

Talu ¥e long, & forper resldent of Feaumont who died
in 8en Antonlo in 1850, mode praéiaimn in hey will for the
eatab&:ahﬁﬁné of an endowment fund to be used for providing

education to deserving students who were finencially unadble

8 ramar Teghe-Duilding for Perpetuity (& brochurs
printed for lLamar LLate Goilege Of Tecanclogy in 1951).
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to attend collegs without assistance., This fund emounted
to £25,000,

%f¢ and Mree Jo Be Borris have provided two §8,000
| scholarship endowment furdgs They were established in
| memory of their son, Joe Ed ¥orris, end their daughter,
¥arion (Nena) Morris, who lost their lives in separate
traglc aaaidenna.g

In Cotober of 1851, the Spindletop Piftieth
Arnniversary Commisaion presented a gift of $25,000 to the
anginaaringllibrary of the college. The library endowment
was presented by John %W, Newton, vice-president of the
Magnolia Peiroleum Company and c¢halrman of the Spindletop
Commission, at dedlocatlon geremonies of the Anthony F. Lucag
Enginﬁebing Bullding. 7The gift was used as & nucleus for
beginning the new engineering librery. '

In Hoverber of 1851, the late MHarrs Mclesn, &
philanthropist and‘pionaér ol) operator in this arce and a
former resident of Beaumont,; gave £5,000 to the Lamar State
College of Teoluology Enginesering Library. Then in Januvary
of 1952, ¥rs. W. M. Crook gave £1,000 to the Lamsr State
College of Technology Library a&s a memorial to her late
busband, #. ¥. Crock,.

-~ 9 Informmtion pertaining to gifts and endowments was
obtained from files in the office ¢f the president of Lsmer
State College of Technolopy on Dedember 6, 1834,
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Athletics, Heslth, and Physlcal Fducaticn

Since it was oreated in 1923, Lamar College has
participated in an intercolleglete athletic program, exoept
for a period of time during the war. From 1923 until 1951,
Lamer Cardinal football teams won ﬂinety-rour, lost seventy=
eight, and tied ten of the ganes played.lO From 1961 through
1954. twolve games were won and twenty-eight were lost,

In the early days, schedule making was & difficult
problem, 38chools in LamQ}'n class were scattered over &
wide area, and traveling long distances on a very limited
budget was not possible. Consequently, games with nearby
high sohools, tdur-yaar oolleges, and freshman teams wént
into the making of & hodge-podge schedule. One wesk the
team would be undermatched as they played a high school, and
the next Saturday 1t would be hopslessly cutclassed with a
superior four-year school,

The coach's job at Lamsr College has often been a
springboard to success for meny of the former mentors,

Joe J, Vincent, who tutored the 1926 team, 18 now superine
tendent of the South Park Independent School District.
John E, Gray, coach from 1932 to 1939, became president of

the college and 18 now executive vice-president of the First

10 News item in the Feaumont Fnterprise, S8eptembher 9,

1951,
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Natiensl Pank ln Beaumonts .Fe S Eraden, asasistent coach

for several years; became dean of Lamar Collegse, city
marager of Deaumont, and 18 now postmsster of Beamunont.

Ge Ay Wimberly, Cray's assistant in 1833, is business mane
ager at the college. " Al Vincent, esslstant coach in 1834,
is the storied manager of Texas League baseball elubds.

Ted Jeffries, who coached the Lamar Cardinals in 1946, now
is hesad cosch at Stephen ¥, Austin State Colleges Thurmen
Hull, sesistant to Stendard Lambert in 1948449, 18 hesad
basketball coach at the University of Texas.

When the curriculum wes planned for the four-year
college, it was decided that a dbachelor of sclence degree
in physical educaticn would be offersd, One of the reesons
for this being done was that 1t would have been difficult,
if not impossible, for iho college to compete in intere
sollegiato athletiss without a dopurfment of health and
physical education. Thie degree program was of partiouler
significance because 1t was the only one offered in 1981
thet was not of & technical or solentific nature.

In 1961, 1t was stated that the primary objective
of the department of physical and health educaticn was to
train capadle physical eduosticn teachers, but that the
program would include instruction for industrilal safety
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personnel and for directors of recreational programﬁ.ll
Since 1951, the curriculum of the dopartmeﬁt :a8 deen
plaenned and crganiged in accordance with that objective,
By the fall of 1953, elghtyeseven students listed physical

and health education as thelr training objeot:ives.l3

AMmission Requirerments

The firat catalogue of South Park Junior College
stated that admisaion to the college could be gained by
presenting fifteen standard high school units or by examie
nation, Detailed reguleticns concerning the special
subjects required were not listed in the catalogue;y however,
it vés stated that general requirements were the same as
those at the ﬁnzverazty of Texas, Students from unaffile
lated schools were admitted after pasasing sn entrance
oxaminntion.ls

The following yesr, 1924-1925, the catalogue
stated that to be acceptadle for admission, the fifteen

required high school units had to be in subjects approved

1) 1pea., July 1, 2951,

12 Enrollment Report (Registrar's Office, Lamar
State College of Technologys 1854}

13 south Park Junior College, Bulletin, 1923-1924,
Beaumont, Texas, p. 6.
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by the Department of Education of the 3tate of Texas, in
agoordance .with the annual directory of classified and
acoredited high schocls. Also, the fifteen units were
subject to these restrictiona: Three units were required
in English; two in history, or in history end civics; two
in algebraj one in plane goometrys and two in foreign
-lenguages Not more than four units could ba presented in
history and civicas together, and not more ghan four 1in
vooational subjscta, Eioloéy could not be utiliged if
either botany or goology waa'uaod. .$tudents speclalizing
in enginsering were excusod from the foreign langusage
requirement, Also, i1t was announced that spplicants over
twenty-one years of age could be admitted by individual
approval, at the Alsoretiocn of the president or registrar,.
Such studenta were required to furnish evidence of suffieclent
training, experience, ability, and seriocusness of purpose to
indioate that they could satisfactorily do college work .14

ReqQquiroments remained almost the sems until in 1635,
when 1t was snnounced that sech student seeking admission
would be required to present: (1) three units in #nglish;
(2) two units in mnthematioa, aeleoted frem nlsobra. plane

goometry, sclid geometry, end triwonometry; Gb) a total of

14 South Park Junior 0011630. Pirst Annusl Fulletin,
1924-1925, Eeaumont, Texas, ps 8.
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four units from forelipgn language, natural science, and
soolal aoien035 with two units being required from each of
the two areas selectedy (4) and six additional units from
subject matter areas olected by the student. Those
enrclling for engineering courses were reguired to hsve
three units in mathematics, including one and one-half in
algesbra, cocne in plsne geometry, &nd one-hslf 4in solid
geometry. Students over twentyeone yeara of age. 8till werc
adm:tted on individual approvale The changes in 1934 ware
particularly significant because the requirerents in
forelign language and mathemstics were relaxed,

The next irportant change was wmsde Iin the fall of

1939, when the following regulation was included in the
annual catalogues

Graduates of aocredited high schools who presant
& transoript of fifteen affillated units will be
admitted to the freshmmn class, EHowever, all students
who expect to have thelr Lamar College credits tranae
ferred to & menior college muat satisfy the entrance
requirements of the senior college which they expect
to attend, when they enter lamar College,

'a recormend that all etudents meet the require=
ments of the University of Texas which are acceptadble
in practically sll four-yoar colleges.ld

The cetalogue then listed the requirements of the

University of Texas, which were almost identlcal to those

that had dsen in effect at Lamar College in previous years.

1% zemar College, Seventeenth fnnual Catalogue,
1339-1840, Besumont, Texas, p. 8.
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In 1948, the college returned to its carllier policy

of listing specifis requirements for entrance, Actually,
this ¢i1d not constitute a change of polioey, for ccllege
officials had provicusly required that atudsnts adhaere
rather closaly to the University of Texas requirements,
which were used as a patterns

The lLearmar State College of Techneology catalopue for

1953-58 stated that admission might be gained by:

l, Presontetion of a transoript showing graduation
from an sccredited high achool and showing at least
fifteen affillated unitsa,

2+ Ixeminetion in rifteen high school units,

3¢ Individual approval for persons twentye-one yoars
of age or older, and disoharged service personnel
eighteon years of age with one year of servioce,

4., Sulmitting & separate and officlal transoript
from each college atbendod, with a statement of
honorable dismissal, 16

Unit reguirements remained as they had been in

previcus years except that no specifioc list of high school
unlits was required for admission to terminal and vooestional

QOUPSQBolv

16 1amar State College of Technology, Annual
Catalogue, 1055-1955, Beaumont, Toxas, D. 42,

37 1vid,, pe 43,
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Il. PERSOXALITIZ3

Ce ¥, Einpman
When L. Re Pletzsch resigned as supsrintendent of

the South Park Independent School Tilatrlict and president
of 8South Park Junior College, C. W, Bingmen succeeded him,
Eingman continued with those positions for ssventecn years,
or untll the junlor college was aeparatdd from the publies
schocls At that time, he remained ss superintendent, snd
Jobn E. Gray became director of the college, ‘

C. W, Blngman was born in Coalvills, Ohio, in 1838,
Ee attended pudlic schools in that state and was awarded a
bachelor's degras from the University of Ohio. Later, he
did graduvate work at tholvniveraity of Vilsconsin, the
University of Cincinnati, and the University of Texas,
where he obtained & master's degroo.ls

Bingman begen his professional career in a onsee-room
country school. later, he became a teacher in the Cincinnati
Public Schools, where he organized an opportunity school for
the foreign dorn realdents of the oity. His firet adminise
trative position was in Fargo, lorth Dakotas, whero‘hn
established a Junior high school systsm, Ee left Fargo to

18 Hews item in the Fesuront Journal, April 22, 1047,
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scoept & position as head of the department of education at

East Tennesses State Teachers Colleoge. In 101¢, he accepted
the principalskip of the South Park High School, &nd in 1924
was chosen to head the South Park Publioc Schools end the
junior college.t? '

The seventeen years that C. W, DEingman served the
college were crucisl onsa, for it was during that time that
& firm fourdation was lald for s first class college, Under
his supervision the college grew from an institution of less
 than 100 students to ons of 700,

.:Q ¥ CO;‘LbS

Judge J. ¥+ Combs, as he was affectionately known
by his meny friends and scquaintences, was the ceéntral rigure.
in outlining the program for lamar College which resulteg in
the formation of & junior college district in 1942,

Je ¥,y Combs, born on an east Texas farm and en orphan
at the age of nine, odtained his first job in en east Texas
sawmille. lLater, he became & schocl teacher and was then |
sppointed County Agricultural Agent of Hardin County. After
studying law at night and deing admitted to the ber, he wes
slected successively as county and distriot judge of Eardin

19 109, oit.
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Countye. He resigned the positlon of dlstrict jJjudge and

poved to Eesumont in 1925 to enter private practice of law,
In 1932, he was eleocted to the ¥Winth Supreme Judiolal
Court of Civil Appeals to fill an unexpired term; he cone
tinued in that office untll 1943, when he resigned to enter
private law practice sgaine In the spring of 1344, Judge
Combs announced his candidacy for Unlted States Representa-
tive from the Second Congreasional District. He was eleoted
and aor&ed in Congress for eight years, He did not announce
for re~election in 1952, because his health had dbegun to
fail, Ee dled in Feaumont in August, 1983,

During the entire time of his residence in leaumont,
Jo ¥, Comds was sincerely ang actively intereated in oivic
affalrs. He became a menmner of the South Park Independent
School District School Lkoard in 1026 and served continuously
on that board or on the Lamar College Loard of Truatees
until ke waa slacted to congress, when tho press of official
dutles made 1t necessary for him to resign.

¥hile he was president of the South Park School
Boerd, Judge Combs saw a brilliant futurs for Lamar College.
He knew, though, that one schcol district could not sustein
& large college. A3 & conseguence, he begen seiling the
idea of a Junior oollegs diatrict to the peopls of the area.

Ee spent many hours in consultaticn with business and civic
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leaders, convincing them that the formsticn of such a
district would fit into the educationsl and industrial
ploture of the area &and that it should be sustalned by the
combined tax efforta of several achool distriots.

Judge Combas was eager to estadblish a college where
young men and young women oould acquire not only the foune
dation for & college Qegres, but could also seoure training
that would f£it them into the varied industries that were
common in the Beaumont arsa, FEe eénvisioned classes in
engineering and ladoratory work, with the students attending
gourses at Lamar and working in industry several houra each -
day in order to acquire practical knowledge of their classe
roonm theory. He wantsd & college planned eo that overy boy
end girl, whaether rich or poor, could attend, Le insisgted
on a complete vocational guldance program where & checking
system was kept on the progreaa the students were making in
industry while they were securing their training at lemsr
Colloge. He also was very much interested in establishing
a variety of twoeyear terminal oourseaﬁzo

It 18 not strange thet J. K. Combas is3 given credit
for furnishing the basic 1deas for establishing & union
Junlior oollege district and that he is often called the

2O Ibid,., August 22, 1942,
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father of the expanded institution. It was entirely
£itting that lsmar State College of Technology's new,
men's cdormitory, which wes completed in 1984, should be
named Combs Hall.21

O+ Be Archer

Dean Os Be Archer bhas been employed at the oollsge
since it wag ocreated in 1923, Eis record cof service with
the institution has been longer eand more varied then that
of sny other member of the faculty or staff. During his
tenure he has served in just about every of’iclal capacity.

O+ Be Archer was born on & farm near Hollend, Texas,
end was graduated from Lelton High Bohool 4in 1913, After
ettending surmer normal in Pelton the same year, he obtained
& second grade teacher's certificate and tavght in & onee
teacher school at Center Lske for one year, The following
summer he obtained & first grade certificate and then
taught a year at %Wiltonville, a two-teacher school. In
1318, he entered the University of Texas, but the firast
Yorld War interrupted his training bvefore it had been com-
pleted, After a perlod of military service, he returned to

21 Facts ooncerning the life and contridvutions of
Je Mo Comdba were verified on December 29, 1954, 1in &n intere
view with his widow, ¥rs, J. K. Comds,
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the University of Texas and was graduated in 1922, with a
bacheleor of ascience degree in electrical ongineerlng.zz

Archer wag erployed in the fall of 1922 by the late
L. R, Pletzach, the first presldent of South Park College,
He taught ﬁhac year in the South Park Hligh Schoolj however,
he also helped plan the engineering ocurriculum for tre
college that was to open the following fall, Then the new
collegs opened, he was seleoted to head the department of
phyalos end engincaring.23

In addition to being & claasroom tsacher, Doan
Archer has held meny other positions. In 1940.'ha was .
assigned the additional duty eof oo«ordinaﬁing the flight
training prograem, involving both flight and ground instruce
tions He served sa acting presicent while John E, Gray was
on military leave during the second World ¥War. After Grey's
return, Archer bdecsme co-ordinator of veterans education end
dean of the evening school, posts whicb he held until he was
named dean in 1946. In 1952, he was numed vice-president
and dean,

Os Bs Archer, s master olassroom teacher and a

capable college adminiatrator, has maintained through the

1051 22 Nows 21tem in the Beaumont Journal, January 28,
gSl.

23 1ptd., August 26, 1850,
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years & sympathetic attitude toward both students and staff
members. He has probably done more than sny other person to
develop and continue a college climate that is studente

centered.,

John ZE. Cray

To & considerable extent thia atudy has been
osntered around John ¥. Grey and his ideals, aspirations,
and acoomplishments, Thia 1is nooeaa&rily true because he
was 80 much & part of the college for two decades that he
vas sometizes referred to as "¥r. Lemar."

John E. Gray was born on a farm in Matagorda County,
Texas, but with hils parents he moved to Jefferson County in
1916, BHe attended the South Park Schools and was graduated
as valediotorian in the spring of 19023, The tollcwidg fall
he became @ member of the first class of South Park Junior
College, end in 19025, he was & member of the first graduating
class. ¥While attending the Junior college, he worked as
janitor, mowed lawns, and did odd jobs to help defray his
expenses,<d

After graduation from the junior collegs, Gray's firat
Job was in the trade school of the South Park High School,

£4 1v14,, April 15, 1046,
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where he taucht such related subjects as mathematica,
sclence, and English, In the fall of 1626, he also coached
the high sckool football team.2d

In 1927, he decided to leave the teaching profession
and entered the University of Texas law Schools Eae roemalned
there only one and one~half yoars befors reversing his
decision concerning teachings. FXe returned as teacher and
football coach &t South Park.26

In 1932, Cray beoame head foothall coach and athletic
director at the jJunlor college, which had been renamed
Lamar College. In addition to his coaching duties, Le
taught courses in mathematics, education, and Americen gove
ernment, Four yeara later, he was named dean of men and in
that capacity bhad charge of the part-time work program and
handled adnministrative dutlies in connection with men students.
In 1038, he left his jcb as football coach to devote more time
to other dutlsas,

vhen plans were made for creating a junior college
dlstrict, Gray took an active and leading part, working very
cloesely with J. ¥. Combaes Ee helped plen the curriculum and

25 Bews ftem in the feaumont Enterpriee, February 4,

1051,
26 rog. olte
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the dullding progrem, meking a trip to Callfornise with the
architect and J., ¥, Combs to secure inrormaéion for planning
the buildings and the curriculum for the expanded collegs,

In 1941, after the junior college district was
created, Gray was named director. The followihg year, Le
became prasident, & position he held until he resigned in
1951 to become executive vigce-president of the Flrat Naticnal
Bank of Eeaument,

As far aa professionsl training was concerned, Gray
obtained baghelor of sclence and master's degress from the
Universlity of Texas a few years alter he began teaching at
South Park, In May, 1949, he was given an honorary doctor
of lawa‘hegree by Centenary College &t Shreveport,.

¥With the exception of J. M, Combs, John E. Gray
probably 4id more than any one else toward creating a
separate junior college district in 1940, Then after he
was named director and later president of the colleges, he
and the staff he seleoted preovided the leadership and
enocouragement that were needed to make lLamar College one of
the outstanding Junior colleges in the nation. In 1947 and
1949, 1t was Grey who initiated and carrlied to & conclusion
the legislative fight to change Lamar into a foureyscar stete
supported institution,
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Jobn Gray achieved a high rank in professional
circles, He was chairman at different times of some of
the most impertant study committees of the American
Aagsoclaticn of Junlor Colleges and was & mambar of the
exocutive committee until Lamar College changed its status
to that of & senior colloge. Gray was presicdent of the
Texas Junior College Assocliation, whosse membership is made
up of all junlor ocolleges in Texaa., He also rendered
conatructive service as president of the Texas Public Junior

College Asacclation,

s Le ¥Mclonald

After the resignation of Jochn E. Gray became
effective on January l, 1852, three and one~half months
elapsed before F, L. McDonald was nemed president of the
colleges In the interim, G. A. Wimberly served as acting
president., KocDonald, head of the department of journalism
at Texas State College for VYiomen, was selected for thre
office on April 16, 1662, but 414 not assume hils dutles
until June 1,

Py, Lo ¥oDonald, the aon of a Canszdian born ranchers
preacher-teacher, spent his e¢arly childhood in the Rlack
Hills of South Dakota. FKHe attended pudlioc schools in thet

state and received bachelor of arts and raster of arts
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degrees from the University cf South Dakota, Llater, he
obtained a docstor of journalism degrae from the University
of Missourd .27

President Y¥oDonald's experience has been quite
varied. At verious $i=es he has served in the fellowing
teaching positionsy (1) peartetire instructor of journallam
at Northwestern University; (2) heead measter at Harris
¥ilitary Institute et Roanoke, Virginisj (3) teacher of
Engllish and jJjournalism at Eveleth Junior Collegs in
¥innesotajy (4) principal of the junior and senlor high
schools in Biwabik, ¥innesotaj (5) and head of the depsrte
ment of Jjournalism at Tﬁxns State College for Womene. All
of hié experlence has not bYeen in the fleld of odﬁoation.
For a tine he was managing editor of the Vermillion, South
Dakota, Flain Talk and acted as oorrgsp&nﬂent for the
Assoclaeted Press and the Sioux Uity Tribune, Also, he had

& dlatinguished war record. Fe was celled to active duty

in 1939 &s a first lioutenant, and in December, 1344, was
given the rank of colonel., KHe served fifty-nine months in
the second wérld War, thirty-four of which were spent in the

southwest Puclrio.aa

27 11v14,, November 20, 1952.
28 yews item in the Feaumont Journal, April 16, 1952,
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Although many of Dre. ¥oDonald's accomplistiments
have been noted in previous pasges, it should de emphasizod
that since he became president in 1952, the curriculum of
the colleze has deen expanded end liberalized; & dormitory
and a union bullding have been bullt; construction has
started cn a second dormitory and & dining hally & workadle
plan for finanoing the construction of classroom bullcéings
has been made into lawj a mmster plan for the future
development of the collepe has been devised) end tentative
plans have basn made for the devslopment of equitable proe
motion and tenurs policies for faculty personnel,

This chapter, which has beon concerned with the
effect of selected factors and personalities on the growth
of the college, concludes the historical phase of the study.
The next chapter will prosent some guideposts that seem toO

point the way toward futuro'daveIOpment.



CHAPTER V
GUIDEPOSTS FOR PUTURE DEVELOPMENT

Although 1t may be hagardous to predict or estirmate
the course lermy State College of Technology will follow in
the future, the existing status of the college and trends
that have been oﬁident during tho paat few years should form

somg dbasis for & forward look.
I. PLANS FOR FUTURE DEVELOPMENT AND EXPANSION

After his election as president in the sapring of
1952, Ps L. ¥cDonsld worked with the desn, the directors of
the divisions, the department heads, s&nd the board of regents
in prepering a master plan for the future development of the
college. After 1¢ was completed, the plan wes submitted to
the architectural firm of Stone snd Pitts of Beaumont, Texas,
with the roquist that & general aite plan and an eanalysis of
proposed dulldings be prepared.

¥ithin & few months, the architects made a written
report to the president of the ocollege. Thelr recomrmendime
tions were based on the supposition thaé enréllment would
be doudled by 1963

The architects bellieved that the general pattern of
the existing eite plen ahoulh be retalned in order that the
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1nner.campus with its connecting covered walks would be.
'preaorved. They thoughé that the privacy of the inner
campus for student circulatlion and gatherings and that the
servige of each building from peripheral roeds and parking
aroas were hizhly desirable,l

A comprehensive bullding program was outlined, with
attention baeing given to many aspects of poassible develop~
ment. The following parsgrephs contaln descriptions of
some of the bulldings that were recommended:

1, V¥omen's Dormitoriss. Property allocation for
women's dormitorles was based on eén ultimate oocupancy of
approximately 400 womens, Four three-story dormitory units
and two one-gtory lounge units were suggested, Iach floor
’vould acoommodate approxirately thirty~four women: A
dormitory for women that will be sadequate for 200 women will
be completed in 185bH,

2, Men's Dormitories; It was estimpated that four
thres=-story units snd two one~story lounge units would dbe
naeded to provide for about 1,000 men: Ons building housing
200 men was completed in 19854, '

1 A ¥aster Plan for tho Future Development of lamar
State Coliege of Technolory (Stone and Pitts, AP Eh_?boss

end anginners.'ibssi. Ps 1E.
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3. Voeations Bullding Addition. It was proposed
that the floor space of the vocations bullding be lncreased
by atout 50 per ¢cent. This would be ascomplished by wings
extending from the exlsting atructure,

4. FHome Esonomics Bullding Addition. This sdditicn,
to allow for an increase of 50 per cen% over the existing
floor apsace area,.would be provided by extending wings from
the present building.

5. Inglneering Building Addition. Property sllooae-
tion for this addition assumed & floor space increment of
approximately 30 per cent of that now existing. The addie
tion was to be accomplished by two wings extending from
the present dullding.

6« Carillen Tower. A carillon tower to be ocone
struoted directly in front of the main entrances to the
engineering and administration dulldings was indicated on
the general site plan.

7. Administration Bullding Additiona, It was
recommended that 23,000 square feet of floor area be added
by extending two wings from the existing structure,

8. Library. An addition of 9,000 square feet to
the floor space of the library was suggested. In this case
the adaition would be consideradbly larger than the present

structure,
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©s BScience Fullding Additions. Property allocaticns

for this proposed addition assumed an inoreasse in floor srea
of about 32,000 aquare feet,

10, Theater and Callery. The architects proposed a
theater and galiery which would oonsist of & small intirmate
theator.’an outdoor stage and theater, and a gallery for art
exhivita, The bBuilling would form the apex of a triangular
group of new structures including & musie dbullding, a&n art
bullding, & speech &nd drama bullding, and two classroom
bulldings. .

i1. Music Bullding. The music bullding would cone
aist of a two~atory atructure approximately 140 feet long
by sixty-three feet wide, housing offices, studles, practice
roors, band and choral files, instrument rooms, uniform
rooms, end & music lidbrary. Also, at one end of the struce
ture, there would be a twoestory wing housing s chorsl
rehearsal room on the second floor and a band and orchestra
reheargal room on the first floor, |

12, Art Building. It was suggested that the art
building bs & two-story atructure approximestely 148 feest
long by sixty-three feet wide, housing studios for cerarics
and aauiptura, arts and erafta, klln drying end glssing,

general art, offices, atorage, .l a small gallery,
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13, Speech and Drama Buildlngs This bullding would

consist of a two~atory wing approximstely 160 feot long by
sixty~threa feet wide, houaing clasafooms, laecture rooms,
offices, recltal rooms, redio and £a19vision rooms, &nd
storege, In a&dditicn, a small speech suditorium containing
140 seats was proposed. |

14. Auditoriﬁm. No attempt was made Dy the archie
teots to estirate the size of audlitorium that should be
constructed. They said, however, thab-they were allocating
sufficient property to make it possible to construct a large
suditorium dbullding with an ﬁndetermined seating capacity.

18, Men's Gymnasium. It was proposed that thie
building bs situated on the main axls of the campus in the
recreational area. The duilding would consist of a cleare
span structure approximately 118 feet wide by 188 feat long
and embrace & central area for inter-colleglete dasket-ball
competition which ocan be separated by a folding partition
for practice ereas. The building would accormodate spproxie-
mately 4,b00 to 4.800 spectators,

16, TWomen's Gyrnesium, It was suggested that this
building be a clear-span structure approximately seventy-two
feat wide b§ 111 feet longe. Locker facilitiea &and showers
for the wqmen'a gymnasium would de constructed within one of

the twoe-story ends of the‘pen'a gymnasium,
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17. ESwimming Poole The pool would be accessible to
both the men's and women's ¢éressing rooms from the gymnasium
buildingse Plans for the pool indicated that 1t would be
eighty~twe and one~half feet wide by 163 faest long, 8o as to
Qualify as a standard Amﬁteur Athletic Union fiftyemster
‘pools Spectator bleachers would be provided on each side.e

The plans for additional buildings that were sube
mitted by the architectural firm in 1953 appeared quite
comprehensive, and it was diffiocult for college officisla
to visualize & need for 8ll of the facillities recormended,
Hewever, trsnds since 1958 seem t0 {ndicate that the proe
posed building program, based on an estimated 100 per cent
increase in enrollment betwesn 1553 and 1963, might bave
been too conservative,.

In the previous chapter, 1t was mentioned that a law,
vhich will provide buildinsirunds for Lamar State College of
Technology end Texas Southern Univerasity, was paisod by the
Toexas lLegislature in 1955, To present & oclear picture of
the real significance of that law a portion of 1t is quoted
as follows: ‘

Section 2. The governing board of each of sald

educational institutions is hereby authoriszed for a

pericd of twentye-four years commencing September 1,
1988, to discontinue the collection of tuition and

2 Ibid., pp. 7=20,
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laboratory fees fronm students and, in lieu thereof, is
hereby authoriged to charge and collect from students
using the herelnafter desoribed buildings, speclal
building-use fees for the use of libreries, hospitals,
vocational shop~buildingas, laboratories, and other
bulldings for extraecurricular activities or special
purposes, as followss

Malletire
Partetime

Pull-time

resident students, £30 per semester

vaslident atudents &8 followst

semester hours £238,560

semaster hours 26,50

semaster hours 24,50

semester hours 82,450

semestar hours 18,50

somester hours 16,00

gemester hours 14,00

gemester hours 12,00

someater hours 10,00

students who are not residents of the

State of Texas, §80.00 per semester

Part-time

The amount of

non-resident students &s followsy

gemester hours $76.,50
semaeater hours 70,00
semester hours 634850
semester houra £7.00
semester hours 48,00
aemester hours 41,50
semeater hours S5,00
semeater hours 28,80
semester hours 82,00

money available for bullding ﬁurpoaea

will be determined by the enrollment. A total of §,000
fulletime residont atudents enrolled for the fall and spring

semesters would provide £180,000 within a nine-month period,

3 ®louse EB1ll

Number 141," Seotion 2, Chapter 330,

Acts Fiftve~third legisleturs, Regular 3easion, p., 819,
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II., A CHARGING IPHASI3 ON CURLICULAR

OFFIRIRGS

There 1s evidenoe to indicate that the curriculum
of the college will not be striotly technologieals in fact,
it never has besn. ¥hen the firat four=-year courses of
study were planned, a degree program waa outlined in the
field of heslth ard physical education. 7Then, when a new
president was selected in 19852, 1t waa notaworth} that his
sxperience and training hed been neither solontiflc nor
technical, but in the field of 'journalism. Since the four
year college was orsated, the ocurriculum has been exparded
te inolude degree programs of a rather wide variety.

Contalnad‘in material that has hesn oompiled in the
office of the dean end that will be included in the annual
catalogue which will be published in the spring of 1985, is
@ list of objectives that have baen approved by the board of
regents for the cclleges They are as followst

1. To offer coursea leading to the degress of

Lachelor of Arts, Lachelor of Sclence, and Eachelor

of Businesa Administration in the &ppropriate fields
of business, education, engineering, fine arts, realth,
1iberal arts, and solence,

2, To offer courses in general education which will

sorve t0 prepare young men end women for the respone
sibilities of citizenship in a free society.
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3. To offer pre=~professional courses in fields
where transfer to other colleges for professional
training & necessary,

4. To offer courses and programs during the
evening hours to meet the needa of adults,

6, To offer terminal courses of less than four
years duration leading directly to employmezt in various
vocationsl, technical, and buainesa fields,
A long liat of degres offerings has also been approved
by the bdoard of regents for inclualon in the next catalogus,
They ares

Bacholor of Arts with majors in the following fleldst

Blology Mathematios
Eoonomica English
History Government
Chemistry Soclology

Bachelor of Sclence with majors in the following fields:
Eiology ¥edlocal Technology
Esonomica 8ooial Seclence
Government Commercial Art
Hathematics Geoclogy
Physical and Home Economics

Health Education ¥uailc

Speech Soclology
Chemistry
Bducation

Bachelor of Science in the following engineering fieldss

Chemical Eleotrical
¥echaniocal Induatrisal
Civil

Ceologioal

4 Lemar State College of Teohnology, "Catalogue
Information," (assembled but unpublished material from the
office of the dean, January 6, 1988).
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fachelor of tusiness Administraticn with majors in
the following flelds:

Accounting Management

General business Finance .
Seoretarial Science Marketing &
Economics

The trend to expard the currioculum to include degres
programs other than those of & ascientific or technologloal
nature has been obvious, The only things that would prevent
the continuaticn of such & trond would be the develo.ment of
& new peint of view by boards of regentsg new legliglative
action; or changes on a state level in the administration of
colleges and univeraities,

The expanded and lideralized curriculum should
attract many students who have previously attended other
colleges because they could not pursue the desired course
of atudy at Lemar State College of Technology. Also, for
many yaafa the ratioc of mele studente to female students has
been about two to one. With these additional offeringe, 1%
is belleved that a greater proportion of female students will
enrcll, |

Collego offiolsls in planming and organizing the
new programs of study have given particular consideration
to the actual increase in enrollment since 1951 and to

estirmates of enrollment in future yeers.

s Ce C1t,

[ TR
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X1l, ESTIZATE OF FUTURE ENROLLMKEKT

It was stated in the report of the Commission on
Higher Hducation in 1954 that Texas is faced in the years
Immedictely ahead with greatly oniarged enrollrments in its
state~supported institutions. It was estirated that the
fal)l enrollment would be 62,500 in 19853 €9,100 in 19603
and 101,200 in 1970, This was contrasted with & total of
61,000 in 1952, According to these predictions, enrollment
in Texas colleges and universities would be 33 per cent
greater than the 1952 level by 1960, and 88 per cent sréatar
than the 1952 figure by 1970,8

The General 81te Plan that was made for the collegs
in 1983 was based on the estirmte that the number of day and
evening students at Lamar State College of Technology would
increase to 7,200 by 1863, This prediction was based on the
increase in enrollmont at the.oollage.ln recent years,
together with the rapid growth of industries and population

in the general areas’ . |

6 "roxas Cornmission on HEigher Rducation Report to the
Honorabls Allan Shivers, Governor of Texes, end the lLegise
lature of the State of Texas," Novemdber 4, 1954, D. %,

7 A Yoster Plan. ODe Git.. Pe ‘.




257

Actual enrollment figures since 1851 indicate that

the above estirate was too low. Table VII and Tabdble VIIX
in Chapter III of this study show that 4in the fall of 1981,

there was & corbined evening=day enrollment of 1,738 end

that in the fall of 1954, it had increased to 2,900, & &7
per cent 1nore§ont within three years. Tkhere is no evidence
to indicate that this trend will noct continue during the
next few years,

Article 2637a of the Lagislative Aot creating Lamay

State College of Taechnology states that the institution was

established "for the white youth of this ntate“;a however,
the recent United Statea Supreme Court decision regarding
segregation 1nrurp thet Negroes will socn de admitted to
public colleges. Such action would materially affect the
enrollment, .

The time 1s rapidly epproaching when Lamer State
College of Technology will be more than a school for resi-
dents of southeast Toxas. An expsndo& surriculum and
avallable dormitory fscllitlea should make 15 possible for
the college to sompete favorably with other ststeesupported

institutions of Texas in s0 fer ag enrcllment is congerned,

' 8 yernen's Texas Statutes (1950 Supplement; Kansa
Citys Vernon Law Look Company?, Pe 8030 . .

.
'
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There are some indications that enrollment will
increase faster than physical facllities can be provided,
¥everthelesgs, plans have not beeon made for changing the
gonoral admission practices of thé ¢ollegs, The present
board of regents would adopt a policy of selestive admlise
siona only as & laat resort, This attitude probadbly will

not change in future years,
IV, GHRADUATE PROGRAMS

Definite plans have not been made for offering work
bayond the bachslort's degree., However, some preliminary
discusasion has taken place concerning the institution of
graduate programs in the school of englneering, the school
of business, and the division of educetion. Such programs
would undoubtedly bLe limited to the master's degree level.
It 1s apparent that asuch an educational service 1s desired
and needed in southeast Texas, and 4t 18 reascnadle to
expsot that within & few years the board of regents will -
authorize the expenalion of the curriculum to include work
beyond the bachelor's degree,.

Equally a8 inportant as plans for graduate degrees,
and of more irmaedlate concern, are efforts that are being
nnd; to obtain spprovel of lamar State College of Technology
by acorediting egencles,

\
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V. ACCREDITATION

" Iamar 0011653 was spproved and affiliated with the
Assoclation of Texas Colleges, the Texas Assoclation of
Music Schools, the Southern Assoclation of Colleges and
Secondary &8chools, and The American Assccelation of Junior
Colleges, When the cblloge became & foureyear institution,
administrative officlals irrediately began leying the
groundwork for obtaining approval of the upper division by
the Association of Texas Colleges and the Southern Assoclae
tion or'Collogoa and Secondary Schools.

'In the fall of 1952, Desn O, Be Archer requested that
the Committee on SBtandards of the Assooclation of Texas
Colleges send a representative Lo Lamar State College of
Tec.nology to counss) with college officlals concerning
proceduros for requesting membersnip in that association,
Accordingly, Dre. Otto Nielson, a member of the Committee on
Standards, made such & visit during the early part of 1983,

Aoting upon Dr. Kielson's rocommondatioha, an epplie
cation for associate memberahip was sulmitted to the
Association of Texas Colleges. In April, 10583, at the annual
meeting of the Association at Dallas, the spplication for

sssoclate membership was approved,
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In.tho fall of 1953, a request was sent to the
Asscolation of Texas Colleges asking that Lamsr State
College of Technology be approved for full membershlp. At
the annual meeting of the Auéooiahiﬁn 4n San Antonio in
April, 1054, this was granted.

~ 8outh Park College, before the nsme was changed to
Lamsr College, became & member of the Southern Assoclaetion
of Collegeas and sécondary Sohoéla in 1829, The regulations
of that associstion permit & junior college whioch has
changed t0 & senlor college to continue its membership for
the lower division until & study 1s made of the new opera=-
tions, The faculty and administration believed that an
attempt should bs made to securs approval of the upper
division by ths Southern Asaociation of Colleges and
Secondary Sch061a Juat as soon as posaibdble,

At the annual meeting of the Southern Aascoiation at
8sint Petersburg, Florida, in December, 1951, President
John Z. Gray and Dean O. L, Areher.appaared before the
Committees on Admissions and presented verbal and written
reports conoerning the status of Larar State College of
Technology. President Gray end Dean Archer were advised
that they should request an unofficial inspection by a

member of the Commission on Institutions of Eigher Learning.
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The request was rade, end in April), 1952, Or,

Je ¥e Goddard, Exeocutive Secratary of the Commission on
Institutions of Eigher BEducation of the Bouthern Associsticn,
visited lamar State College of Technology and sdvised with
collaege officials regarding verious requirementa and stand
ards, Dr, Godderd said that the Committes on Admissions
usually would not appoint a committes to study the aprlying
institution until data wore availadle ocnoerning thra§
graduating classes, IDe suggested that for several years
the Craduate Record Examination be given to 8ll graduates,
He also asked that persons responsible for the various
degres programs keep post graduate records pertaining to
the performanse of atudents both in graduate school and in
employment, '

Acting upon the advice of Dr. Goddsrd, a complete
report on all Stema covered by the stanfards of the Southern
Assoclation of Colleges and Ssocondary Schools was asserbled
in the summer of 1854 This was then submitted to the
Commission on Institutions of Higher Iducation of the
Assoclation, along with a request asking that a cormittee
be appointed to study Lamar 8tate College of Teschnology.

At the annusl meeting of the Southern Aasociation in
Louisgville, Kentucky, in December, 1284, the Committee on
Admissions recommended that such a study bs made, and the
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Asscclation approved the recommendation.. At preéont, ¥aroh,
1985, the faculty and edminiatration sreée awating notificas
tion of the date when the Cémm&tteo for Study will visit the
campus, .

Lamar 8tate College of Technology no; has an affiliate
memberzhip in the Amerlcsn Scolety for Engineering Mlucatlon,
Full memdbership in the Sooclety vlll,poé be granted until the
institution 48 epproved hy & ragionél accrediting agency,
such &g the Southern Asaociétion of Colleges and Secondary
Schools,

Application for approval of the various departments
of engineering has been rade to the Engineering Council for
Professional Pevelopment, A preliminary stﬁdy by that
council 1s scheduled for the apring semester, 195&,

College officlals and teachers have worked diligently
since 1951 in an attempt to comply with the standards and
requirerents of accrediting agencles. For lnstance, 1t waa
¥nown that the proportion of teachsrs holding dootoral
Aegrooa would have to be increased considersbly before a
regional accrediting agency would approve the upper division.
As & consequence, Preaident John E. Cray in 1850 recormended,
and the bosrd of trustees approved, & plan whereby a
department head or a division director who ocould reascnadly
expect to complete the work of a doctoral degree within one
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yoar waa gilven & loave ©f ebsence for one year at one-half
pays Next, all teachsrs were encouraged to do advanced
study during the gurmers,. Finaliy, in erploylng additional
teaching personnel since 19tl, an effort has been made to
employ teachers with doctoral degrees, A3 a result, approxie
rately 16 per oent of the teaching faculty hald dootorates
by February 1, 1065, and 1t 1s expected that 25 per sent of
then will hold such degress by September 1, 1955,

VI. 8TATE-LEVEL PLAKS FOR CO-QRDIKATIEG EICHER
EDUCATION IN STATE CCLLEGES ARD
UNIVERSITIES OF TEXA3

In 1853, the Fifty-thind legislature of Texas
establisghed the Toxas Commission on Eigher Flucation as a
temporary body to study the present needs of higher education
in the state and to recommend & co~ordinated system of state-
supported higher educatione The Cormlission waa directed to
report 4its findings to the Govornor'nnd to sach member of the
Legislature.

On ¥arch B, 1654, the Commission on Higher Education
adopted the following gosls for higher education in Texass

l. Every peraon in the state should have sn oppore
tunity to obtain public highsexr educaticn,.
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¢ A syatem of public higher education should be
sufficlently flexible to be adaptable to future needs
ard should include a currioculum geared to current
naﬁdl. .« s 0

Ss A system of publioc higher education ahould
achieve the highest posaible quality.

4., A syatem of public higher eduoation should be
equitably financed within the neceasary limits of the
state'a resouroes,.

S5¢ A system of publlic higher educatlion should be
effectively administered,?

The goals listed above are significant because they
formed & basls for later recommeéndations that were made by
the Commiaaiog.

On Xovember 4, 1954, the Texes Commigsion on Higher
Hucation made a report to the GCovernor and to the Leéiala-
ture. The report was divided into findings and recomendae«
tiona. Among the th;rteen £indings liasted, two are qQuoted

as follows:

e Texas' fully stete-supported colleges and univerw
sities are now discharging thelir responsibilities well
and, with few exoeptions, there are no serious duplica=
tions of program offerings. In instances in which
dupliocation appears to exist, further detailed stuly in
the light of rapidly increasing enrollments will de
necessary before valld recormendations may be rmade, The
task of shaping educational programs in colleges and
universities in the interest of efficiency and the pudblie
woelfare and making specific determinations regarding
expansion or reduction of programs ousht to be meét on &
continuing basis,

9 vpexes Commission on Higher Iducation Report to
the Honorable Allen Shivers, Governor of Texas, and the
Legislature of the State of Texaes," ope Clt., Do Z¢
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7+ The over=-sll interests of the state will bve
served 1f the varlous institutions of higher education
through their governing boards administer curricular
and program matters with the highsst possible degreae of
sutonomy <10

The Commission recommended that a central state
facllity for state~supported higher education in Texas be
created., The facility, to be called the Texas Commisalon on
Higher Education and composed of twenty-ons members, would
have its powers and duties limited to those indicated belows

le To provide coordination, leadershlp, end coun=
seling services to assist the individual institutions
and their governing boarda, together with the Council
of College Presidents, for the purpoze of developing
the most efficlont and effective system of higher
education possidble for the State of Texas,

2+ To make & continuing study of the program
offerings and degree offerings in stete-supported
colleges and universities in relation to the needs of
the states o« ¢ o

Se¢ To-approve new degree and certificate programs
end to consolidate or slirinate existing programs if,
after reasonable notice and hearing for the institutions
concerned, the Commission concludes that such sction 1s
in the best interests of the institutions themselves and
the over-all requirements of the State of Texas.

4. To make a report to the Governor snnually snd to
the Leglelature by December 1, prior to the regulsar
megting of the Legislature, summarizing its reports to
t?o various governing boards and the actions taken by
thom.

B. To make & continuing study of the needs of the
state for fundamental and applied research and for
extension and public 86Ivices. « + »

10 1nid,, ppe 910
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6. To make continuing stuciss of the formula method
of financing end itz epplication to all services and
activities of the individusl institutionse. + «

7« o o » The Commission on Higher Education shell
review budgets and shall have bread power to recommend
to the budget offrices and the Legislature eoncerning
8ll phages of highar education budgets.

8. 7To recommend to the budget offlicsa and the
Leglslature the amount required as a aupplemental
contingent ap.ropriation to provide for inoreases in
enrollwent end to allocates such funds to each institue
tion based upon and limited to its actual inoreased
program needa.

9« To make continuing studies of all phases of
higher sducation, whether eéxpressly enumerated hereln
or not, for the purpose of improving the effectiveness
and efficiency of higher educalicn in Texas,

10, To serve as the single state facility through
which &ll stste reports on higher education shall be
chenneled, « « «

1le 7o review all requeats for the establishment of
additional senior institutions of higher lesrning and
to maeke recommendations to the Legislature based upon
the needs of the astate and the sost of the proposed
institution %o the state.

12, To grent any institution of higher learning the
privilege of a hesring before the Commisslon upon
reagonable notice of the instituticn's desiro to be
heard and to grant each institution & hearing prior to
ggy aiiion of the Commiasion concerning that lnatitue

ONe

the £indings and recommendations of the Texes Commise
sion on Higher Education will be reviewsed by the Texas
Legislature when it convenes in 1855, Sinse the temporary

11 1vid,, ppe. 1417,



247
Commisslon was & oreature of the Legislature and since it
received & stanp of approval from the Governor of Texas,
it 1is reasonable to expect that some, if not all, of the
recommendations will be enacted Iinto law.

0fficlels at Larmar State College of Technology fevor
the creation of s permanent Commiassion on Higher ucsticn.
They believe that the restrictive power of such a dbody
woulﬁ be far outweighed by the leaderabilp thet it could
provide,:

In this chapter, certain guldeposts have been pree
sented that appear to point ocut the course of r;turo
development for the college. Plans for the expansion of
phyalcal facilitles were outlined; evidence was shown indie
eating tﬁat the curriculum is becoming much more liberal
and 1s belng expanded rapidly; an Qntiuate of future enrolle
mont based on findings of the Texas Commission on Highepr
Education, past enrollment trénda, snd other factors was -
presentedj steps that have been taken to obha;n approval
by accrediting agehoiea were reported} and finally, statee
level plana for co-ordinating higher educetion in state

colleges and universities were discussed,



CHAPTER VI
BUMMARY AKD RECCLLENDATIONS

The earlier part of this study was primarily cone
cerned with the history of lLamar State College of Technolecgy
from the time South Park Junlor College was created in 1823
until 1954. This chapter contains a summsry of the informa-
tion previously presented and some recommendations based on

the findings of the study,.

I. SUMMARY

Eistorical Pevelopment
After the discovery of oil at Spindletop in 1901,

Beaumont rapidly changed from & small sawmill town to a
city. The population increased from 9,000 in 1501 to adout
25,000 4n 1902. Refineries were builty the Sabine-Neches
deep water canal was constructed; water for irrigation was
provided; and the rice industry proaspered, ¥W%With this growth
of industry and business, population soared, and the need
for additional facllities for education besame evident.

In 1907, a bond lssue of $23,000 was voted for the
erection of & public achool buillding in the South Park area
of Reaumont. This bullding was soon inadequats, and a new

eight room structure was bullt, In 19013, the South Park
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Independent School District was created by the Texas
Legislature, The school population continued to increase,
and in 1921, a $300,000 bond issue was voted for the purpose
of constructing a new high school building. The thiré floor
of this bhullding was used later to house South Park Junior
Collega, '

' Some of the factors thset affected the decision to
create a Junlor colleye within the framework of the Scuth
Park Independent Sochool Listrict weret the historical a:d
goeographical background of the school dlstrictj the junior
college movement3 the influence of L. R, Pletzach, superine
tendent of schools at South Parkj and the act:al need for
higher education facilities in the Beaumont area.

There 18 no real evidence that there was a greater
need for & Junior college in 3outh Park then at other places
in southeast Texas. Superintendent L. R. Pletzsch, however,
beceme intereated in the junior college movement while
. attending the University of Chicago in 1218, and he began
considering the feasibllity of coreating a junior college as
a part of the South Park Independent Schocl District. It
is the opinion 0f the writer that L. R. Pietzach should be
given the entire oredit for originating the idea of estab-
lishing the gollege &t South Park, end that his influence
was the deciding factor in the final determinaticn to create
the school.
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South Park Junior College opened in the fall of 1923
with approximatsly 125 students and fourteen faculty members,
L. Rs Plotzach was president, in ndditiog to being superine
tendent of the South Park Independent School Diatrict, and
Ce Wo Elngman was dean of the occllege and prinoipal of the
high school,

During the first few years of its existence, the
college was closely allied with the 3outh Park High 8chool,
The institutions were houssd in the same bullding; several
teachera taught both high school and college cleassesy the
seme lidbrary facllities were utilited by both groups; and
the sams doard of trustees and administrators served the
college and the high school.

On April 16, 1924, L. R. Pletzsch resigned as presi-
dent of the South Park Junior College to accept the position
of ¢lity manager of the city of Besumont. Within a few days,
Ce Wo Bingran wag selected as the new president of the college
and superintendent of the school district, Pingman remained
in that position until the college was finally separated from
the pudblioc school diastrict in 1941, I. J. Deck, who had been
head of the department ¢f educatlon, was elected prinecipal of
the high schoel and dean of the junior college. Then, in the
spring of 1925, the positions of prineipai and deen were
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separated, and D, W, Eoltnott was ckosen to succesd I.'J.
Deck as dean, FPoltnott served in that capacity untll
June 1, 1942,

Although L. Rs Pletzach, C. W. Elngmen, and D.'W{
Boitnott wers students of the Junior college movement, they
spparently 41d not egree with Seashorel that the first two
years of college are essontially the capstone of secondary
education, It is true that for several years after the
South Park Junilior College was created, college classes wsre
schedulsd in the high school building. Actually, they were
soparate from the high schoel, for the junior college oocu-
pled the third floor of the building. also{ the practice
of allowing teachers to lnstruot both high school and college
classes was soon changed, In tant, the purpose of the cole
lege g8 it was ocutlined in 1923 was (1) to offer the first
two years of general university work, (2) to offer the first
two years of general university work for those who planned
to enter professional achools, and (3) to offer practical
courses to those who did not want to continue their educa-

tion at senlor colleges or universlties.2 The purpcse as

1 Carl E., Semshore, The Junior Collepe Movement
. » } : t
(New York: Henry Eolt and Company, 1940), Pe

N 2 south Park Junior College, Fulletin, 1923-1924,
Peo o '
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stated in suoceeding catalogues remained almost oiactly
the same until the Junior college was separated from the
South Park Independent School District in 1841.

South ?ark'Collage was a distrioct achoole It was
created primarily for students of the Scuth Park Independe
ent School Tistriot. Except for somo small fees, students
reqiding within the district were not charged tuition. This
p&fioy was changed in 1929, when the board of trustees
decided to charge in-dlstrigt students tultion emounting to
£60.00 por ccllege year. In 1ts early history, the college
wags quite responsive to community needs and demends, For
instance, during the summer of 1825, a number of people
roquested that night classes be arranged for students who
could not attend during the days The board of trustees
authorized the scheduling of such classes 1f the demand
wvas sufficient, Then, in 1626, a course in public school
art and & one~year course in business administration wers
added to the curriculum becauvas of publlo requeats for them.

From the day of its inception, South Park College
locked to the University of Texas as a model. Entrance
requirements and course requirements were patterned largely
after those at the Univereity. Before the end of the first
co0llege year, the achool was recogniged sa a first class

Junlor college by the Texas State Depsrtment of Lducation,
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In 1929, the so-called "junlor college law" waa
passed by the Texas Legislature, This law validated the
public Junior colleges then in existence and defined the
limitations and methods for the establishment of new juniop
collegas. The law gﬁvo the board of trustees at South Park
reasonadle assurance that another Junior college would not
bs oreated in the irmedlate area being served by the looal
tnstistutions. Also, 4t was in 1029, that the Southern
Assoniation of Colleges and 3scondary Schools approved the
college for membership,.

Enrollment inoreased prapldly &t the college during
the first two years of its exlatence; however, between 1925
and 1931, thers was an increase of only 12.2 per cents In
4931, the board of trustees became concerned about thia
almoat static condltion mnd@ cdeclded that one reason for 1t
might be the community irplication of the neme of the colw
lege. Aocordingly, the public was invited to suggest a new
naps, and in 1932, South Park College was renamed lamsr
College, '

From about 1937 to 1940, there was an undirected
movement to change Lamar College into a foure-year institu-
tion., The movement, howeveyr, never got beyond the dise
cusaion or planning stage. Instead, efforts were directed

toward oreating a Jjunior college district. College officlals
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belleved that this would bo the quickest end ersiest way of
alleviating the financisl burden that was being imposed on
the school district by the junlor college. |

It was not detarmined‘exaotly vhen or who originated
the 1dea for changing the college into & Junior cocllege
distriot. However, J. ¥, Combas, along with C. Vi. Eingman
and John E. Cray, gave impetus to the movement, They were
undoubtedly instrumental in getting leaders of the Ycung
Ken's Business League of Feaumont to offer tha services of
that organigation in publicizing the proposed expansion
program. Supporters of the junior college diastrict proposal
believed that unless an enlarged plant was provided and a
rore equitadble system of financing arranged, 1t would be
necessary to limlt the number of students acoepted and
curtall the gservices of the institution, A ocommittee of
the Young Men's Business Leagus in a study of needs found
that technical, vocational, and asemlieprofessional training
were badly needed in southeast Texas, and that oultural snd
pre-professional college Qraining should be made avalladble
to students at as low a cost es poeas.ble.3 Regidents of

the proposed district were practically promised that the

S ‘The Foad Ahoad for Lamsr College {(leaumonts Youn
woliege (& &
¥ents Rusiness League, 1940)e ‘
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new soheool would provide educational programs for the

pre-comployment needs of youth and the posteemployment needs
of employed adults,

As & result of an élection that was held on
September 21, 1940, the lemar Unlon Junicr College Distrioct
wvas oreated, This QIatrioc was comprised of the same terrie
tory es that which lay within the Beaumont, French, and
South Park Independent School Distriocts,

At the same tine th{t voters authoriged the creation
of the junior college dlatrioct, they approved the 1ssuance
of 880,000 in bonds for the construction snd equipment of
& college plant; they voted to levy a tax not to exceed
twenty cents on the £100 valuation for the support and
maintenance of the schoolj end they elected a board of
seven trustees to govern tho'oﬁiloge. The members of the
board of trustees were M. L, ioio, Gene Kaquin, Herman Iles,
Eeeman Strong, Drs Talbot A, Tumbleson, J+. ¥. Combs, and
L. K. ¥alle )

The board of trustees of the Zouth Park Independent
School Distriot agreed to continue to operate the college
for the remainder of the 1940-1041 college yeer. This gave
the Junior college board an opportunity to effect an admine
fstrative reorganigation, plan the curriculum, and begin .

construction of the physiocal plant,
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John E, Grey, former dean of men, was named direoﬁor
of the expanded oollege. Me susceaded C, W. Dingman who
continued as superintendent of the South Park Schools,

D, We Doltnott remalned dean of the oolleges U, A, Wirberly
was named dbusiness managery and {eleste Kitohen became
roglatrar. In June, 1942, the positicn of director was
abdolished, and Gray was elected president.,

By the beginning of the 1941-1842 achcol yesr, the
administrative severancs of Laomar College and the South
Park Independent 8School District had been completed, Fowe
ever, since the new bulldings that wers deing constructed
had not been finlished, 1t was necessary for the college to
continue to utilize the facllitlieas of the public school.

In June, 1842, with new facllities valued at §1,000,000
avallable, the éollaga was moved from the S8outh Park site
to the new losation.

The war years snd post war years presented the same
diffiouvlties at Lamar that wers experienced at othor colleges
and univerasities, HEnrollment decreased during 19435«44 and
1944-45, end many teachers and adm:nistrators left to enter
other flelds of employment or military service, %hile
John %, Cray was on active duty with the navy, 0. Be Archer

was chosen as acting president.
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In Xovember, 1944, J. ¥. Combs, president of the
board of trustees for Lamar College and the man who had
led the fight to ¢reate a junior coilege distriot, was
elected to the Congress of the United States., He sudse=
quently submitted his resignation-as a member of thé board
of trustees. ,

After the war ended, enrocllment ros¢ so adbruptly that
facilitios became overorowded and inadequate, Exterdede
day and evening clesses were organized to make Instruction
available to additional students, As enrollment increased,
the need for senior college facilitles became eviderit, By
1946, educational, civic, and business leaders were cone
vinced that the tire was propitious to change lamar College
into a degrec-granting institution,

The first planned or directed movement towerd creating
& foure-year state supported collaege in Besumont was degun in
the fall of 1946, The matter had been a subject for specu~
lation before that tims, but nothing definite ﬁad been
accomplished,y The board of trustees met on Deocember 7, 1946,
and made plans for introducing & bill at the following sese
sicn of the lLeglslature for the estedblishment of s senior
college, with Lamar College serving a&as a& nucleus for the fours

year inatitution.
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Comrmnities of southeast Texas are often very corpetile
tive in thelr relationships; this is partisulerly true
regarding the establishment or location of new industries
within the area. There was, however, & concert of agreemont
concerning the desirabllity of changing Lamar College into a
senior college., In fact,educational and clvic lesders from
the entirs Sabline~Neches Areca made many trips'to Austin in
support of legislation favoring the creatlon of such a
college,

In the spring of 19&7, legislation was enacted to
crette a degrea~granting ingtitution; however, because the
state comptroller did not certify that sufficlent state
funds were avallable for the £1,000,000 eppropristion that
was inoluded in the dill, it died because of the apparent
lack of funds,

At the beginning of the fall semeater of 1942, a
Negro branch of Lamer College, later named Jefferson Junlor
College, was created, The Negro branch remained a part of
Lamar College until 1951, when lamer State College of
Technology came into being. At that time, arrangements were
made for the facilities of Jefferaon Junior College to be
transferred to Texas Scuthern University. The Univor;lty

continued to cperate the achoecl as an extenaion center,
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In 1849, approval ¢f the Texas lLegislature was again
obteined for changing lamar College into a state supported
school.. The leglslation that was passed provided for an
appropriation of $1,000,00C for the construction of new
bulldings, and a precedure was establ&abed by which the
Junior college district could release exiatiné facilitles
to the state of Texas,.

The foureyear college 414 not open until the fall
of 19081. This delay was necesaary because the Laogislature
414 not appropriate money for operating expenses until 1981,
Al20, considerable tire was required to plan the ourriculunm,
employ teachers, secure equipment, construct bulldings, and
effect the necessary administrative reorganization.

John E. Gray, president of thogjunior colloge &nd
the person who largely directed the legislative fight to
create the new school, was chosen as the first president.
The other principal administrative officers werei: O, E,
Archer, dean} Ce A+ Wimberly, bDusiness mansgerj and Celeste
Kitchen, registrar,

The curriculum of Lamar State College of Technology
in 1951 was elmost entirely technlcal or sclentiflc in the
upper division, except for a degree in physiocal education.
Freshmen and sophomore offerings remained as varied and as
comprehensive ag they had been before the status of the

school was changed,
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Shortly after the fall semsster of 1061 opened,

John E. Cray announced that he planned to resign as presie
dent on January 1, 19562+ The board of regents then elected
G. A, ¥irberly to the position of eactingepresicdent, It was
understood that Wimberly would not be a candidate for the
position of pormanént prasident and that he would serve

only until s new president was selected, On April 16, 1952,
Fe Lo ¥YoDonald, director of the department of jJjournallsm

st Toxas State College for Vomen, was named presicent,
Simultaneously, 1t was announced that Dean O4 Be Archer had
been given the additional title of vice-president,

Under the direction of Preaident P, L, Yolonald, &
re~appraisal was made ¢f the physiocal facilities and the
curriculum of the ocollege. It was found that additional
buildings were needed, but that adeguate funda wore not
avallable for their construction. Alsc, it was determined
that there was & need and a pudlioc demsnd for an expanded
and 1iberalized ourriculums

In 1883, the Texas leglslature passed & bill that
will provide for a twenty~four yéar building program at
Lamar State College of Tochnclcgﬁ. The measure, whioch will
become effective on September 1; 16585, authoriies the collegs
to retain tultion end fees from student;, theredby creating a
bullding fund, -
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in ¥ay, 1904, an administrative reorganizatidn'cr

the divisions and departments was mad@; this brought them
wore in eccord with other instituticns of higher lesrning.
Schoels of englneering, buasiness, anﬁ erts and sclences wers
created, each headed hy & deans Also, divisions of fine and
applied arts, educdtion, and vooatlons were organized. Iach
of these was headed by & chalrman.)

Enrollment inoreased r;pidly'artsr the senior college
was created. Ly 1951, there were 1,735 students enrolled
for day and evening classes. LDy the fall of 1954, there
were 2,900 n§udants.

Factora and personalities that have significantly
affected the development of the collage wers presented in
Chapter IV of tkhis study. The factors dlascussed weres
education for veterans; scholarships, gifts, and endowments;
athletics, health, and physical education; end sdmission
requirements, 7The peraonalities selected for special mene
tion were Cus W¢ Eingman, J. X. Comds, O, B, Archer, John E.
Cray, and 7+ L, ¥cDonald,

Some of the guldeposts that appear to polnt the way
toward future development at Lnuﬁr Tech aret (1) plans
that have besn made for future development and expansion,
(2) a shanging emphasis on curriculum offerings, (3) estie
mates of future enrollment, (4) the implications of
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acoreditation, and (&) state=-level plans for co«ordinating
higher education in state colleges and ﬁnivorsltloa in
Texaa,

Irmedistely after F. L. McDonald beceme president,
he directed the formulation of a master plan for future
development, The plan was then sulmitted to a&n srchitecs
tural firm, with ths reguest that a general site plan and
en snalysls of proposed bulldings be proepared, The &rchie
tects soon prepared a written report, which included & ‘
genoral site ﬁlnn and suggestions for sevonteen edditional
buildinga. ) .

There is evidence to indlcate that the ourriculum of
the coilege will not be striotly technologloale. Since 1923,

. there has been an obvious trend to include degree programs

other than those of & scientific or technologiocal nature,

Ey the fall of 19&§, Bachelor of Sclence degrees will be
offered in twenty-oﬁé rield;,'ﬁachelor of Arts degreea in
nine fields, and Fachelor of Business Administration degreds
in seven fields. )

There are indications that enrollment at Lamar State
College of Technology will increase very rapidly in future
yeéra. ¥ith & more liberaliged curriculum and adequats
dormitory facilitles for men and women, the tire is rapidly

approaching when the college will be more than a achool for
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residsuts of southeast Terms. There 18 the possibility that
within the next few years work beyond the bachelor's degree
will be offered. Also in attempting to estimate future
enrollment, oconsideration must be given to the implications
of the recent United States Supreme Court Decision regarding
segcregation,

As a Junior college, lamar College was approved by
several aoopediting agencles, including the Southern
Assoclation of Colleges and 3econdary 8Schools and the
Asscclation of Texas Colleges., Immediately after the school
bsceme & foureyear institution, college ofiicials began
making plans for obtaining approvel of the senior college.
At present, March, 190585, the college haz full membership in-
the Association of Texas Colleges and affiliste membership
in the American Soolety for Ingineering Bducatione. Applie
cations for memberashlp in the Southern Association of
Colloges and Seoondarj*ﬁobooln and in the Engineering
Council for Professional Development &re pending.

The Leglaslaturs of ;exaa. in 1953, appointed the
Texas Commission on Higher Eduoation as a tewmporary body to
study the present needs of higher education in the state and
to recommend & oco~ordinated aystem of stateesupported higher
education. The Commission mmde & report to the Governor end

to the legislature in HovemiLer, 1984, and recommended, among
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other thinces, that a permanont Commission on Higher Eduoatlon
ba created, O0fficlels at Lamar State College of Tecohnology
appear to favor the cregtion of & permenent commission because
they belleve that the leadershlp thnt.éould be provided would
outwelzht the restrictive effect, .

The Changing FPhilosovhy _
The philosophy of Lamer State College ©f Technology

hag changed with the several perloda of 1ts internal organi=-
gation. From the foregoing history, it is possidble to
identify several distinct types of philosophy in the life of
this inatitution. ‘

From the oreation of South Park Junior College in 1923
toe 1941, the philosophy of educatlion held was that of local
service, the nAture of which was determined by the wighes cf
the patrons of the South Park Independent School Distriot.
Primarily, the theory of eduocation was the same as thst held
by the pudblic schoola of this area, which was in & large
degrea of & college prepszratory nature. After the name of
the college was changed to Lamar College in 1932, the
currioulum'waa oxpanded to appeal to more pecplel nevertlew
less, the baslio philoscphy of the institution 4id not change
as long a8 control remained with the South Park Independent
School District,
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With the ¢reation of lamsr Tnion Junior College
District in 1941, the phllosophy underwent two major
changes, First, the area served by the collage was greatly
expanded, The junior college district was composed of the
same territory as tha% which was inoluded in the Scuth Park,
the Beaumont, and the French Independent School Districts
however, the actual area served included such cities ams
Port Arthur, Port Xeches, Nederland, Oranje, and others.
Second, the philosophy underwent & change from that of
preparation for college or university to training in the
following ereast (1) terminal education in practical bDusle
ness, vocational, send technigsl f£ields; (2) postesmployment
training for adulstsy {(3) pre-professionsl training in suoh
flelds as engineering, dentiatry, and medicinej end k&) the
usual preparatory oourses rbr antrance into aenior cclleges.
Thus, the philosophy from 1841 to 1051 was characteriged 5y
efforts to make Lamar College & service centsr for much of
southeast Texas. These changes marked the emsrgence of the
oollege from the chrysalis of the public school view of
education,

After becoming n‘rcur-year state institution,
contreolled by a board of regents sppointed by the governor
of Toxaé, Lamar State Cnllege of Technology departed from
the philosophy of resaponsibility to the local residents for
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directicns, without, however, becoming insenaitive to the
needs Qr this srea, The philosophy has now become that of
serving the youth of the entire state in the arcas of
business, education, engineering, fine and applied arts;
liberal arts, sclence, and vocations,

Since 1951, changes have becn made so rapidly that
the philosophy has been in & constant state of flux, ;t
seems falirly clear at this point, however, that the philoae
ophy of the institution is that which is common to most of
the orthodox colleges and institutlons of our time, both as
to methods of teaching and purposes of education.

Thus, there has been a marked and falirly rapid shift
"in educational philosophy from that of a pudlic schocl,
college preperatory view serving a restricted and local area
to that of a state college offering tralning on a foureyear
advenced level in a variety or'fields. Perhaps the future
of the institution will hold an ever-widening goal of induse
triel training to the nation, Then, the areas of service
mey be extended to inoclude training in professional sreas,
such as law and medicine, At least, the pattern of
development in the past has been one of evereexpanding

service,
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'IX. RECOMLENDATIONS

These recommendations are made in the light of the
£indings of this study and as & result of personal opinions
that the writer has formwed during his associetion with the
college.

Pirst, the writer belleves that & policy of continu=-
ous eveluation should be followed in relaticn to the
ocurriculum. Changing employment trends, past enrollment
tiguroé; sres neods and desires, offerings in other state
collegea and universities, end sound pedagogical practices
are some of the factors that should be considered in thia
evaluation, ‘

Ssoord,' thers probably ahould be more community
partiocipation in planning’ the curriculum than ﬁns been
practiced in the past, Sinoe Lamar State College of
Technology 18 situated in the centsr ¢f the petro-chiemical
industrisl area of southeast Toxsu; 1t should be possible
to obtain from leaders in thésa industries many 1deas and
suggestiona that would be uaefﬁl. Also, for some typen of
training, facllities of the 1ndustries.oou1d be utilired as
ad juncts to reguler laboratory work that is conducted on

the coampus,
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Third, in view of the recent United States Supreme
Court declslion regarding segregation in putlic schools and
colleges, 1t 1s recommended that the board of regents and
college officisla give their irmediate attention to the
implications of non-gsegregation.

Pourth, it 1s suggested that long-range plans be
made for offering work beyond the Bachelor's dqgroa level,
" Better library fecllities, additicnal teachers, new clasa«~
rooms, and 1lmproved 1aboratory equipment are n;eded before
a graduate program would bs practiocal. Nevertheless, there
is a demand and & need for that educational service in
southeast Texas,

Fifth, 1t is recommended that efforts be made to
expand the area being served by Lamanr State College of
Technologye. Located in the center of industrialized south-
eaast Texas And within commuting distance of sapproximately
one-half million psopls, the college ehjoya an enviab;e
advantage over some of the other state colleges in Texas,
There 18 no other state-supported college nearer than Sam
Nouston Stats Teachers 0011ego'nt Huntsville, and the
nearest state technological college is the Agricultural snd
Mechanieal Collegs at Eryan. With & well planned and varied
curriculum, adequate dormitory facilitles, membership in a

regional accrediting agency, and a good pudlic relaticns
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poliocy, it is reasonable to expest that Leweyr State College
of Technology should serve a wide geographical area,

Finally, it 4a the writer's opinion that continued
but intensified emphasis should be given to pre~employment,
terminal and post~employment, edult educations Since the
college becams & foureyear school, sattention has naturally
boen directsd toward degree offerings, It 18 suggested,
therefore, that & study be mede of the terminal aend adult
programa to determine whether current needs are being

satisfactorily met,
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