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UHCOP-Vecino FQHC Alliance
Advances with Protocols OK,
Start of IPE/APPE Rotations

The collaboration between Vecino Health Centers, a Houston-based
Federally Qualified Health Center, and UH College of Pharmacy is
gaining steam with several recent developments.

Clinical Assistant Professors Bernadette Asias-Dinh, Pharm.D.,
BCPS, CDE, and Katie Smith, Pharm.D., BCACP, have received Texas
State Board of Pharmacy prescriptive authority under protocol for
diabetes, hypertension, hyperlipidemia, smoking cessation and antico-
agulation therapies.

In addition, the first wave of Pharm.D. students began their inter-
professional education (IPE) sessions at Denver Harbor, which serves
as the Family Medicine Residency Program site for Houston Methodist
Hospital. In addition, the first P4 students working under Asias-Dinh
and Smith will begin their Ambulatory Care Advanced Pharmacy Prac-
tice Experiences at the site.

ACC Singles Out Birtcher with
Distinguished Associate Award
for Advancing Cardiology Care

UH College of Pharmacy Clinical Professor Kimberly K. Birt-
cher, Pharm.D., ML.S., BCPS, CDE, CLS, AACC, was awarded the 2017
Distinguished Associate Award by the American College of Cardiology
March 19 during the ACC’s 66th Annual Scientific Session (ACC.17) in
Washington, D.C.

The award is presented to a non-physician mem-
ber of ACC whose outstanding contributions to
College initiatives and the field of cardiology have
encouraged and nurtured the ACC’s team approach
to cardiovascular care. Birtcher’s work in ACC in-
cludes serving on the CV Team Section Leadership
Council and as co-chair of the CV Team Section
Pharmacists Workgroup, as well as on several clini-
cal quality committees, including Co-Chair of the
LDL: Address the Risk Initiative and the Anticoagulation Consortium.

Birtcher

She also served on the team that developed the ACC Statin Intoler-
ance App and the 2016 ACC Expert Consensus Decision Pathway on
the Role of Non-statin Therapies. Birtcher currently serves on the
ACC/AHA Task Force for Clinical Practice Guidelines and was recently
appointed to a three-year term on the ACC Geriatric Cardiology Sec-
tion Leadership Council.

patient in Spanish at the Denver Harbor Clinic while Pharm.D. student Edwin Ng
observes as part of his interprofessional education experience prior. During their
IPE activity at the clinic, students also interact with and observe family medicine
residents and staff nurses.

Asthma, Naloxone Outreach

In separate initiatives, UH College of Pharmacy Pharm.D.
students provided asthma education to elementary students at
two Houston elementary schools and opioid abuse/naloxone
education to Houston-area high school students.

Texas Southern University Pharm.D. students also partici-
pated in the asthma project, which utilized the American Lung
Association’s Open Airways program to help students with
uncontrolled asthma identify and avoid triggers and bet-
ter manage their symptoms. The opioid abuse and naloxone
education was presented to nearly 250 high school students
during the Spring semester.

The University of Houston is an EEO/AA institution.



Student News

The team
of Pharm.D.
students
Diane
Dreucean,
Erica
Morales
and Sarah
Theriault
advanced to the third and final round of the American College of Clinical
Pharmacy’s 2017 Clinical Research Challenge. Launched in 2016, the
competition offers teams of three pharmacy students to participate in an
online journal club and the opportunity to submit a letter of intent and a
clinical research proposal. Winners will be announced in June.

Dreucean Morales Theriault

Pharmaceutics Ph.D. candidate Guncha Taneja
received a Graduate Student Travel Award from
the American Society of Pharmacology and
Experimental Therapeutics (ASPET) to present
her project, “Expression and regulation of drug
metabolizing enzymes,” at the ASPET Annual
Meeting during the Experimental Biology 2017
Meeting April 22-26 in Chicago, Ill.

Taneja

The P2 team of Stephanie Crowley and Diane Dreucean and the
P3 team of Rebecca Kessinger and Jaekyu Lee earned Honorable
Mentions in their respective divisions in the Clinical Skills Competition
at the Texas Society of Health-System Pharmacists 2017 Annual Seminar
April 28-30 in Galveston.

Dreucean

Crowley

The Houston Program’s Amanda Beck,
Pharm.D., PGY1/PGY2 Health-System Pharmacy
Administrative resident at Houston Methodist
Hospital and M.S. in Pharmacy Leadership and
Administration student at UHCODP, received the
Leo F. and Ann Godley Residency Fellowship Award
at the Texas Society of Health-System Pharmacists
2017 Annual Seminar April 28-30 in Galveston.

0

Beck
Pharm.D. student Stephanie Crowley has been selected for the
2017-18 Albert Schweitzer Fellowship Houston Galveston program.
Crowley’s project will involve working within Houston’s homeless
community to develop a self-reported perceived definition of
addiction by homeless individuals as well as increase health literacy
and awareness of addiction resources and support services. In April,
Pharm.D. candidate Eric Kao earned the Schweitzer Fellow for Life
designation after completing his project aimed at increasing awareness
within the male African-American homosexual community of pre-
exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) and identifying perceived barriers to
utilization of PrEP and other healthcare services within the community.

eecocccoo e

Pharm.D. student Sarah Theriault has been selected to participate in
the 2017 Cardinal Health Student Leadership Conference May 18-20 in
Houston.

Amanda Grego, Pharm.D., who is concurrently
completing her M.S. in Pharmacy Leadership &
Administration and PGY1-PGY2 Health-System
Pharmacy Administration residency program
at Harris Health System as part of The Houston
Program, has been selected for the 2017 American
Association of Colleges of Pharmacy Walmart
Scholars Program. Grego and her advisor, Divya A.
Varkey, Pharm.D., M.S., UHCOP Houston Program
director and clinical associate professor, will attend the 2017 AACP
Meeting and Teachers Seminar July 15-19 in Nashville, Tenn.

Grego

UHCOP’s Kappa Psi Wins 2nd Regional Chapter of Year Title

UH College of Pharmacy’s Delta Delta Chapter of the Kappa Psi
Pharmaceutical Fraternity brought back Chapter of the Year hon-
ors for the second year in row — along with several additional awards
and member honors — at this year’s Spring Southwest Province meeting
Feb. 24-26 in San Antonio.

The UHCOP chapter also was recognized with the 99 Hands Award
for providing screenings and wellness education at the City of Houston
Mayor’s Back 2 School Fest, which brought several thousand elemen-
tary students and their parents/guardians to the UH campus in August
2016, and the Man Mile Award, which is bestowed to the chapter with
the most attendees and the most distance traveled to the meeting.

Among Delta Delta’s student members who received individual
honors at the meeting were: Edwin Ng, who earned the “One for All”

Award in
recognition of
“good deeds
and involve-
ment”; Rohan
Dwivedi,
who was
elected South-
west Province
Secretary; and Serenity Gracia, who was elected Southwest Province
Treasurer. In addition, recent UHCOP alumna and Walgreens phar-
macist Erin Chartier, Pharm.D. ('15) was elected Southwest Province
Satrap (President).

Dwivedi




Faculty @ Research News

Joy Alonzo, M.E., Pharm.D,, clinical assistant professor, has been
appointed to the editorial board of the Journal of Pharmaceutical
Sciences and Experimental Pharmacology.

Bernadette Asias-Dinh, Pharm.D., BCPS, CDE, clinical assistant
professor, has received a one-year, $6,000 UH New Faculty Grants
Program award for her project entitled “Pharmacy student-lead
community health screening for chronic disease identification: impact
on public health and pharmacy student professional growth.”

eeccccccoe

Diana S-L. Chow, Ph.D., FNA]I, professor, has received a $57,768
grant from La Jolla Pharmaceutical Co. for her project entitled
“Pharmacokinetics and Biodistribution Evaluations of Polymyxin B
Liposome in Mouse Model”; a $24,305 grant from Real-Time Analyzers
for her project entitled “Degradation Analysis of Medications from ISS
Using LC-MS/MS Assays - In Support of NASA Phase IIX Program”;
and a $82,974 grant from Wings for Life for her project entitled
"Translational Assessment of Combined Riluzole and Minocycline in a
Pre-Clinical Model of Rat Spinal Contusion Injury.”

Greg D. Cuny, Ph.D,, assistant professor, has received a three-year,
$195,000 grant from the Welch Foundation for his project entitled,
“Synthesis of Conformational Restricted Natural Products.”

eeccccccce

Julianna M. Fernandez, Pharm.D., BCPS, CGP, clinical assistant
professor, has been appointed Assistant Department Chair in the
Department of Pharmacy Practice and Translational Research.

eeececccoe

Song Gao, Ph.D,, research assistant professor, has received a two-year,
$152,167 R0O3 grant from the National Cancer Institute for his project
entitled “Developing Recycled Colon Bioavailable (r-CB) COXIBs for the
Treatment of Familial Adenomatous Polyposis (FAP).”

Tahir Hussain, Ph.D., professor, has been inducted into the Phi Kappa
Phi National Honor Society.

eecco0cccoe

Samina Salim, Ph.D,, has been inducted into the Phi Beta Delta
Honorary Society for International Scholars.

Katie Smith, Pharm.D., BCACP, clinical assistant professor, has
received a one-year, $6,000 UH New Faculty Grants Program award for
her project entitled “Effect of interprofessional healthcare exposure on
students’ perceptions of interprofessional care.”

Alexander Statsyuk, Ph.D., assistant professor, has received a one-
year, $100,000 grant from the William & Ella Owens Medical Research
Foundation for his project entitled “Autophagy inhibitors to prevent
nutrient supply and organelle and proteome quality control in K-Ras and
B-Raf driven cancers.”

D. Gomika Udugamasooriya, Ph.D., associate professor, has
received a one-year, $100,000 grant from the William & Ella Owens
Medical Research Foundation for his project “Discovery of ‘true’ early
biomarkers for early cancer diagnosis and therapy developments.

Divya Varkey, Pharm.D., M.S,, clinical associate professor, has
received a one-year, $6,000 UH New Faculty Grants Program award

for her project entitled “Impact of graduate training on emotional
intelligence.”

David A. Wallace, Pharm.D., has been appointed Director of
Co-Curriculum for the Pharm.D. program.

UHCOP, UTHealth Event Focuses on Opioids, High-risk Meds

UH College of Pharmacy’s Department of Pharmaceutical Health
Outcomes and Policy (PHOP) and UTHealth McGovern Medical

School co-hosted the inaugural Houston Medication Safety Symposium

focusing on the U.S. opioid epidemic and high-risk medications in the
older adult populuation April 28 in Houston.

Co-chaired by UHCOP’s Rajender Aparasu, Ph.D., FAPhA, and
UTHealth McGovern Medical School’s Holly M. Holmes, M.D., M.S.,
AGSEF, the event featured such speakers as Grant Baldwin, Ph.D.,
MPH, of the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; Steven
Passik, Ph.D., Collegium Pharmaceutical Inc.; Zachary Marcum,
Pharm.D., Ph.D., of the University of Washington (UW); and Michael
Steinman, M.D., of the University of California-San Francisco School
of Medicine. In addition, the symposium presented awards to the top
podium and poster presentations among the 30 accepted abstracts.

The top podium presentations were:

+  “The Association between Payments Made by the Pharmaceuti-
cal Industry and Prescriptions for Drugs of Uncertain Medi-
cal Benefits to Medicare Part D Beneficiaries” by PHOP Ph.D.

candidate Manvi Sharma, M.S. (‘08), MBA, R.Ph.

. “Anti-Dementia and Anti-Hyperlipidemic Medication Use at
End of Life in Elderly Lung Cancer Patients” by The University
of Texas-MD Anderson Cancer Center’s Min Ji Kim, M.D.

The top poster presentation recognized at the meeting were:

+  “Antimuscarinic Medication Utilization among Older Dementia
Patients” by PHOP Ph.D. candidate Nandita Kachru, BPharm,
M.S. (‘13);

+  “Improving Safety of Opioid Prescription in UTMB Geriatric
Population” by The University of Texas Medical Branch at
Galveston’s Jose A. Mendoza, M.D,;

+  “Characteristics of Psychotropic Polypharmacy in the Manage-
ment of Pediatric Mental Disorders” by PHOP alumnus Rohan
Medhekar, Ph.D. (‘16), now with Amgen; and

+  “Predictors of Antipsychotic Initiation among Short-Stay Nurs-
ing Home Dementia Patients” by PHOP Ph.D. candidate Sneha
D. Sura, M.S. (‘12).
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