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RDA Is Here: Full Scale 
Implementation of RDA at UH 

System Libraries  



Why RDA? 

�  Follows FRBR (Functional 
Requirements for Bibliographic 
Records) model  - enables the display 
and retrieval of related bib data as 
linked data 
 

�  Offers changed vocabularies and 
encoding formats  - aligns library bib 
data to internationally accepted 
standards and models. 

�  Sets foundation for libraries bib data to 
be merged into the rest of the web 
environment. 
 

�  Spells out abbreviations and acronyms  
which intends to be more user-friendly 

 

Find, Identify, Select,  
and Obtain Information 

 



Why Implement RDA at UH Libraries? 

 
    

�  Avoid hybrid environment – 
assure consistency in 
bibliographic data 

�  Target for more robust database 
with  accurate bibliographic and 
authority data  

�  Have bibliographic data ready 
for future migration, integration 
and linked data  



Multi-Campus Implementation of RDA 

�  Representatives from 
each library of UH 
System 

�  Everybody on board and 
on the same page 

�  Collective intelligence 

Support from 
Administration! 

    Image source: http://blogs.msdn.com 
 



RDA Implementation Task Force Charge  





RDA Implementation - System 

 
Configured Load Tables to Incorporate RDA 

Fields! 
For Bib. and Authority Records 

 



RDA Implementation - System 

 
Automatic Authority Control Processing 
(AACP) Installed! 
 
�  Automatically converts heading in existing bib records 

when a new authority record is added to the system 
�  Prepares for the massive loading of converted RDA 

authority records by LC  
�  Reduces our up-coming authority maintenance work  

 



AACP Process  

 
 Bibliographic heading                    RDA Authority heading 

 
 
 

                  Match? 
                              Yes              No 

 
 
 
    Change bibliographic heading                                        No change 
     to updated authority heading         occurs   



RDA Implementation - System 

Material Type (BCode2) Upgrade: Why? 
 

¡  The General Material Designation [GMD] in the title is 
replaced with more specific CMC fields in RDA 

Content type     
Media type 
Carrier type  

¡  We need to expand our material types to be more specific 
to match those specific CMC fields 

¡  Ensure the insertion of appropriate CMC fields in the 
RDA records conversion process  

 



RDA Implementation - System 

Material Type Code/BCODE2 Upgrade: How? 
 
� Created more specific material types under: 

  -E-resources 
    -Video 
     -Audio 
� Created new icons for new material types 
� Updated constant data records in OCLC Connexion 
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RDA Implementation - Conversion 

 
Bib Records Conversion Strategies:  
 
�  External conversion by MARCIVE – records for 

physical items (2 million records) 
 

�  Internal conversion – ebooks/ejournals records (1 
million records) 



RDA Implementation - Conversion 

External Conversion Process: 
 
�  Conversion Pre-test by MARCIVE 
�  Reviewed pre-test records and requested PO 
�  Sent record files to MARCIVE 
�  RDA conversion test  
�  Final RDA conversion 
�  Loaded RDA converted records back into III 

 
 

 



External RDA Conversion Timeline 

�  04/15-04/19   
Export Bib-records and send them to MARCIVE 

�  04/22-04/26   
MARCIVE test conversion  

�  04/29-05/10  
Approve test conversion and begin MARCIVE final 
conversion 

�  05/13- 06/12 
Load converted records back into III ILS 



RDA Implementation - Conversion 

Internal Conversion Process: 
 



 
 Post-RDA Conversion Practice 

Physical Items:  
 
�  Continue to bring in quality records from OCLC and other vendors 
 

 
 

�  Continue to have MARCIVE to convert bib records into RDA 
records as part of our weekly overnight authority processing 

• Add to 
catalog if 
available 

RDA 

• Add to 
catalog if 
no RDA 

AACR 

• Mixed 
results? 

Hybrid 



Post-RDA Conversion Practice 

Ebooks/Ejournals:  
 
A load table was created to  

¡  Insert 040 $e field 

¡  Insert RDA CMC fields  

¡  Change [s.l.] [s.n.] to [Place of publication not identified] 

[publisher not identified] 



RDA Implementation - Training 

�  RDA online course by 
Amigos  

�  LC RDA in NACO online 
training – 9 modules 
(
http://www.loc.gov/catworkshop/courses/rda_naco/
course%20table.html) 

�  LC RDA in BIBCO online 
training – 4 modules 
(
http://www.loc.gov/catworkshop/RDA%20training
%20materials/LC%20RDA%20Training/LC%20RDA
%20course%20table.html) 

�  Numerous RDA webinars 
 

      image source:  http://dchr.dc.gov 
 

 



RDA Implementation – Local Guidelines 

�  Accept AACR2 records or RDA 
records from OCLC WorldCat 
and third party vendors 

�  Apply the specifications we set 
with MARCIVE for our RDA 
conversion when an original 
RDA record is created in house 

�  Have MARCIVE convert our 
bib. records into RDA records 
weekly with authority process 

Image source: 
http://contemporaryhandmadealliance.blogspot.com 
 



RDA Implementation - Communication 

�  Intranet site for RDA 
Implementation Task 
Force 

�  RDA FAQ documents 
and other RDA update 
documents 

�  Email notices on RDA 
work 

�  Open Forum held in 
June 

        
 
      Image source: http://randyongie.wordpress.com 



RDA Implementation – Challenges  

�  Technical Delays: 
    - update profile to our discovery 
      platform took 4-6 weeks   
    - updated bib records reloaded 
      into our discovery platform was 
      a constrain 
    - ILS backup file transaction 
       space was limited 
 
�  Group Consensus: 
   - reaching decisions on  
      Material Types codes and  
      vocabularies 
 
 

Image source: http://splitpease.ordpress.com 



RDA Conversion - Benefits 

�  Refreshed and converted 
RDA database 

�  More user-friendly 
catalog: 
¡  updated material types 
¡  more consistent headings 
¡  fewer abbreviations 
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RDA Implementation – Collaboration  

�  Group planning 
�  Group participation 
�  Group decision 
 

RDA Implementation 
Team was the recipient of 

the UH Libraries 
Outstanding Group Award! 
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