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- ABSTRACT

{

Montgomery County, Texas, was visited early by
the Spanish explorers and missionaries, At one time the
county was a site for a Spanish ﬁission and several of
the early famous Spanish itineraries passed through its
boundaries, -

" During the empres;rgo regime in Texas, Montgomery
County was settled by the empresarios Stephen F, Austin
and Joseph Vehlein., later their colonists took an active
part in Texas! struggzle for independence from Mexice. In
the Consultation and Deeclaration of Independence conven-
tions Montgomery County was well represented by men who
later became her citizens, In combat with the Mexicans
a whols company from Montgomery County served in Sam
Houston's army in the battle of San Jacinto,.

‘ Montgomery County i3 the third county created by

the Republic, It had its beginning by an act of the

First Congress December ll, 1837. Ever since that date

1t has taken an active part in the making of history for
Texas, Its towns and communities are among the oldest and
most Interesting in the state. Its churches, schools,
lodges, and newspapers were among the first to be organized
in Texas. '

Throughout its existence Montgomery's citizens



_have taken a leading part in public'affairs. During Airian
Woll's invasion of Texas from Mexico a company of Monte
gomery Countyt*s militia Purhed out to 214 Ceneral Somervells
again during the Civil War a group of the coﬁnty's citizens
formed a cowpany wvhich fought bdbravely in Genara; Hoodts
famous Texas Brigade. o .

In 1ndustries Montgomery County . i3 richly endowed
vith three of the most important that Texas afforis: oil,
lumbering, and ranching. Farming 21s0 played an 1ﬁportant
part in Montgomery's 1ndu§trial expanéion. At one time
1t was noted for its tobacco industry, and cotton, before
the Civil War, was raised éitensivel& throughout the countys
Its railroads have been active in helping Mont gomery to
expand,

' The purpose of this thesis, therefore, has been to
rresent a story of the history of Montgomery County for the
first time, showing in that story the importance of the
county &s related to the history of Texas. Since no con=
timious history of the important events of the county has
ever been compiled chronologically, this study attempts to
give to the feader a panoramic view, integrating the avall=
able information concerning the origin and progress of the

county.
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CHAPTER X
INTRODUCTICN
1 THE STUDY
Purrose of the study. The primary purpose of this

study 1s (1) to give historical and unbiased facts con-
cerning the county of Montgomery, Texas; (2) to present the
events of historical significance as nearly as possible as
they actually occurreds (3) to aid the people of Montgomery
County, Texas, who are interested in the history of their

countys and (4) to help preserve the historical data of the

county.

Importance of the study, The study of history
should begin at home, People of the United States today do

not understand each other as they should, primarily because
they are continually on the move and most of them know little
or nothing about the locale in which they live, Actually,
if they would stop long enough to acquaint themselves with
their local history, it would help them to get along with
their neighbors, |

Since no continuous history has been comriled
chronologically of the important events of Montzomery
County, this study should be of importance fo those wi.0 are
interested in obtaining a general survey of the prozress
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of the county through the years, '
Another phase of importance, historically speaking,
is that this study should be of importance to those who

are interested in Texas history.

' Other stuifes., To the author's knowledge no other
study has been written concerniné the entire history of
Montgomery County, Texas, .A number of brief papers have
been done about the early phase of the county's history and
one research thesis was written about the history of the

town of Montgomery by We N, Martin.l

II SOURCES OF DATA AND METHEOD CF PROCEDURE

Sources of data. Material for thls study was ob-
tained, whensver possible, from the original sources.
Extensive research was made in the original papers, letters,
documents, petitions, et cetera, at the Texas State
Archives, University of Texas Archives, Archives of the
Houston Public Library, original documents and records of
the Montgomery County courthouse, and the personal archive
collection of Hart Addison, Conroe, Texas, Much of the

original material of the early history of the county was

1w, n, Martin, "A History of Montgomery," (un-
published Master's thesis Sam Houston State Teachers
College, Huntsville, Texas, 1950) ¢
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written in Spanish and has been translatedj this was used in
preference to the original, due to the time required for |
translation. Not only were the original documents used
extensively, but also secondary source material from books,
newspapers, anl magazines, Much of the data concerning the
towns and comunities was obtained verbdally through inter-
views with 014 time residents of the various rlaces,

] Not much of the data of the area was found at any
one place, except in the collection of Hart Addison of
Conroe, and consideradble tire was spent cross-checking on
small leads that usually led to non-usable material, It is
the opinion of the suthor that much more material than was
collected about Montgomery County remains uncovered, and
will some day, no doubt, be brought to light by somecne
interested in the lore of the region, '

Mothod of procedure. The method of procedure used
"4n this study was as objective as rossidble, There was some
contfoversy on how several of the communities acquired their
names§ therefore, enough data was collected on each community
80 that a hypothesis could be formei, One community in
particular had two sides as to how the community had acquired
its namej hencé, several peoﬂie from each faction were in-
tervieved; an 1nterpretation:was reached and a hyrothesis
formed, A similgr me thod vas used in compiling the data of

l.‘
. Y,
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this thesis whenever.contradiétoryﬁevidence existed, Where
primary source material in its origiﬁgl form and secondary
sourca material known to be authentic'were'used, there was
no need to check its validity, )

The treatment of tﬁe conclusions was presented on

as unblased basis as vas'possible_by ﬁha author,

IIT ORGLNIZATION CF THE THESIS

An organization of the ﬁistory of a county whose
background has been as varied as Montgomery's is quite a'
challenge in itself, The chapters are arranged as nearly
as possidble according to the chronological data with chapter
one concerning the introduction and chapter two portraying
the geographic nomenclature and the early inhabitants of the
county. These two phases stress the location, description,
land structure, Indlans, missions, and early explorers of
the countyj the rei-n of Mexico with the establishment of
gsettlements under the empresarios will comrrise chapter three,
Montgomery County was orzanized soon after Texas declared her
independence from Mexico, Chapter four will contain the
county's organization, naming, and early political develop-
ment, which make this era of the county's history one of its
nost interesting.

| The ecities, communities, important events, and out-
standing reople fall into the next category with a brief

|
/

/
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description of the county's institutions, industries, and
natural resources following. These headings will be in-
cluded in chapters five, six, and seven, with the last
chapter dealing with the summarization of the study.

It is the hope of the author that the reader will
not get the impression that this the history of Mont-
gomery County but rather just one of many that could be
written., Much materiai’has been collected, but various
limitatlons prevent & compilation of all the facts concern-

ing the history of the county.

Eidaweos . $.* s Y, aam s



CHAPT'R 11
GEOGRAPHIC NOMENCLATURE AND EARLY INHABITANTS
I GEOFHYSICAL AND GEOCRAPHICAL STRUCTURE

Montgomery County, Texasy lies in the southeastern
central I part of Texas, with its latitudinal and longitudinal
directions being ninety-five degrees ani thirty minutes
latitude, and thirty degrees ani seventeen and one~half
minutes longitude,l Montgomery County 1s bordered on the
north by Walker County, on the northeast by San Jacinto
County, on the east by Liberty County, on the south by Harris
County, on the southwest by Waller County, and on the west
by Crimes County, Its geographical center is located thir-
teen and one~half miles soutﬁeast of the town of Montgomery
anl approximately four miles southwest of the ¢ity of Conroej
the centef i3 located on the survey line between the Le Mo
He Washington and John Bricker surveys.2 The boundary line
.bordering on Harris County 1s a natuial boundary, formed by
Spring Creekj the line between San Jaeinto and Montgomery
Counties also is a natural boundary formed by Peach Creek.

The other boundary 1ines ot,ubntgomery County, 1.4,

-

I rexas State Highway Depﬁftment, "General Highway
Yap of Montgomery County, Texas,” revised January 1, 1950.

2

339 Montgomery County COuthouse;'Degg Records, Book IX,
Pe . ' ' T
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those boundaries running between Waller, Grimes, Walker,
Liverty, and the northeastern part of Harris Countles,

are surveyed boundaries,

Montgomery County has a land surface area of 1,017
square miles which encompasses three major soil types in
the Lufkin-Susquehanna formation.3 These three are

‘difforentiated, vwith many local variations, as black waxy

prairies, postoak, and pine lands, A tongue of the llouston
ani Wilson soils, which are dark, calcareous soils, splits
the Lufkin-Susquehanna formation in the northe-central part.
of the county.h The northwest and north-central section of
the county with rolling prairie lands, which consist of the
black waxy soll, is.situated in wvhat 1s known as the eastern
tongue of the "Washington prairie.,” The eastern ﬁart of the
county, except for the alluvial valleys, has a sandy surface
s0il and 4s known as the Magnolia soil belt, This belt is
cailed the #Flatwoods" regicn and is comprised of the chare
acteristic soils of the Caddo-Segno soil group. The extreme
exstern portion is in the famous pine belt, and the no less

famous "Big Thicket" occuples a part of this and the adjoin-

3 Te Ce Richardson, editor T yass‘l__ Eistory
anl Jts Makers (Now Yorkt Lowia H s Publisliing
Compaqy, 1940), Vol. III, pe 1125, .

E;do, Vole Iy Pe 3%



ing soil region.5 ' ,

The altitude of the county ranges from 150 to 300
feet above sea level, with an annual rainfall of 49,17
4nches and an average temperature of fifty degrees in January
and eighty-three degrees in July.6

The county is well dralned by the San Jaeinto River,
due to the stream's central location and its numerous
tributaries.s Some of the main tridutaries are Peach Creek
and Caney Creek on 1ts eastern bank, and Spring Creek and
Iake Creek on its wvestern bank, Montgomery County also hLas
many natural and man made lakes, of which the largest is a
natural lake somQ two miles in length, known a8 Grand lake,

This county is bountifully supplied with a good variety
of both softwood and hardwood timber, and various classes of
pine of the softwood variety, mainly the shortleaf and lob-
lolly pinej and cak, gum, elm, ash, holly, hickory, magnolia,
black walnut, and various others of the hardwood variety are
found, In the river bottoms and semi-swamps of tle lowlands,
palmetto grows abundantly, while oak and hickory grow on the
ridges at the other extreme, The northwest and northeast

portions of the county are in part of the govebnment forest

; Lgc. 2;&; o ’
6 .
Taxag Almanae and State Industrial Guije, 1949=1950
(Dallass A, I, Belo CorporatIon, 1743)y Pe . '

1



reserve, ani these sections are being administerel under
the name of the Sam Houston National Forest,

Various types of wild eiidble fruits and nuts exist
profusely in their natural environment, mainly the dewe
berry, blackberry, May berry, mulberry, May haw, black haw,
plums, mustang grape, muscadine, persimmon, pecan, hickory
mut, chinquapin, and many others. _

Montgomery County is a natural habitat for wild
flovers which attain thelr greatest prpfusion anl largest
size in the moist lands of the county, Some of these are
the dluebonnet, dluedbell, Indian paintbrush, mﬁgnolia, dog~
wood, redbud, and'the yellow jasmine, -’ .

Wild animals of many types and varieties exist
throughout the county, sﬁch &8 various speciles of poisonous
and nonpoisonous snakes, fox,.bobcaf, deer, squirrel,
rabbit, raccoon, opossum, armadillo, and numercus other
undomesticated animals, Many birds ani larger fowl maine
tain their home in the county throughout the seasons,

The various lakes and streams afford the county with
an abundance of fish, such as catfish, trout, bass, crapﬁio,
- various specles of perch, buffalo, shad, and gar,

II INDIANS

The firat presence of homo sariens in Montgomery
County 1s not known today, but with all probability some
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prehistoric men dwelt there, roamed its forests, and preyed
upon its game, The earliest man who left any record of his
inhabitance in the county was the Ameriecan Indian,

The Orcoquisae {Arkokisas or Orcoquiza) tribq_roémed
through the county in the early eighteenth century and
established several camps along the dbanks of Spring Creek
and the San Jacinto River, They used those camps as the
center of their tribal activities for the outlfing camps
they had along the Trinity and lower San Jasinto Rivers. A
good account given of their location and whereabouts 1s as
followss

The center or headquarters of the tridbe seems to
have been located on a western branch of the San
Jacinto River called at this time Arroyo de Santa
Rosa de Alcazar, This stream has been identified on
good authority as Spring Creek, A short dlstance be-
low the junction of the San Jacinto and Santa Rosa,
about a gunshot from the banks of the latter, was a
village ruled by Chief Canos, This chlef was a close
friend of the French, whom the Inlians generally
designated as Canosj hence the name, Some twenty
miles above wa; the village of Chief El Gordo
(Fatty)e ¢ o o

Another account which more definitely clarifies the
location of the village of Chief El Gordo i3 given in the
following accounts

Y

o v s E1 Gordo's viiiage‘ was located at the junce
tion of two small branches joining the Santa Rosa,

~ 7 carlos E, CastaBeda, Our Catholle Heritace in
Texas, 1519-1936 (Austins Bon Foeckmann-Jones Company,
PubIishers, 1736)y Vole IVs ppe 49-50,
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about ten leagues or perhags twenty miles west of the
San Jacinto~-evilently Mill Creek and 8pring Creeke « » o

Little 13 known aboutf the hadits ani mores of the
Orcoquisas tridbe of early Montgomery County; however, some
small details were learned from the early traders, explorers,
soldlers, and missionaries when they corresponied with their
government after having spent some tire in or passed thLrough
the county. From the few accouants that were left, enough
information was gathered to learn the assoclate tribes of
the Arcoquisac and a 1little information about the tribal
lifes These facts are recorded in the following rassages

¢« On the north the neighbors of the Orcoquiza
[prcoquisae]vero the Bidai and apparently, the

Dealose (Agdocas, Doxsas) on the west, the Cocoj on
the west and sou!hwest, the Karankawa.

Althouzh they went pericdieally dback and forth
with the changes of seasons, between the coast an&
interior the Oreoquisza live& in relatively fixed

- villages, If they were like the Bidal, they re-
mained inland during the winter. They rracticed
agriculture to some extent, raising what was called
maizes They lived to a large extent on a figh diet,
supplemented by sylvan fruits and game, among whioh
deer and bear vere prominents, ¢« ¢ o

The Orcoquisaés seem t0 have been on frienily terms
with the neighboring tribes, with the exception of the
cannibalistic Karankawas, Racially they seem t0 have

8 Herbert Eugene Bolton, Texa h E%%%la
Fivh% een ;% Century (Berkeleys University of California Press,

9 ’ Vol, III’ bq 3510
9 1144, Vol. III, pe 334,

» 9

L]

8
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been closely related to the Attacara, with whom they inter-
mrr'ied freely, The mumber of t}is tribe has been es=~
timated between ten ani fifteen hunired souls.’ .

No archaéological :9mains have been uncoveredi of the
Orcoquisa¢ Inlians in the county. Their annihilation was
probably que to some white man's disesse, such as smallpox
or typhoidj or perhaps when the larger 'Indian nations of the
southeastern United States were forceld to migrate aeross
the Mississippi River they amalgamted with them, or were
driven by them into other sections of the country,

The Bidai and Kickapoo't_riﬁs ranged north of the
Orcoquisae in the localit}f of. the present day Bidai lake,
These two tribes, the Bidai and Kickapoo, left their mark
in the vieinity when the early settlers bestowed their
names on several of the creeks and lakes cf this region.

At the time when'thq ﬁrst“settlze'rs came to Montgomery they
encountered several of théso tx"iﬁes, made friends, anl
traded with theﬁ. An account of their. locatlon and frate
ernization with the settlers 1s as followss

o o » About six miles west c;f Montgomery on Caney

Creek, the Bedail Indians hal a villa-e ani dburying
the town.  Arrowhesds are still fownd where these old
camps were, These were frienily tribes, and there

wvas much trading botween them and the settlers, They
made baskets, wooden bowls, chairs of rattan and

10 Castaﬁeda, one citey Vole IV, Do 49,



13

hickory, and covers for bottles, also of rattan. The
white boys bought bows and arrows from the Indians and
learned to shoot squirrels with as much skill as the
Iniians themselves, When the Indians carried thelr
baskets to sell, they filled the baskets with whatever
they wanted to buy, then emptied the contents into their
laps and left the ﬁaskets in exchange., Indlans from
the Bedal villiage sometimes went to the Shannon home
at milking time with wooden bowls, They sat on the
fence until the KNegroes finished milking, and when
their bowls were filled, and they had drunk the milk,
they valked off leaving the bowls a3 payment,

This Bedai village was almost wiped out by typhoid
‘fever, The Indians treated this by putting tlLe patienii
on high scaffolds end making a smoke under thems ¢ ¢ »

The Bedal and Kickapoo stock quickly vanished after
the white man's pestilence thinned their ranks slmost into
oblivion. )

Other Indian triﬁes, besides the Creoquisac, Bedai,
and Kickapoo, visited Monpgomerf COunty; ‘The Cenis, known
as the Tejas to thé‘Spaniards, wvhose main pueblos vere along
the central part of the frinity River, occasionally roamed.

through the county.12
III EXPLORERS AND MISSIONARIES

Robert Cavelier, Sieur de la Salle, a French eiplorer,
who perhaps had miscalculated his bearning, had bypassed the

11 Mary Davis, "014 Montzomery," (unpublished paper
written for the Conroe High School senior history class, no
date), ppe 1l=2.

12 Ccastatieda, ope gites Vole I, De 20%e
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the mouth of the Mississippi River where he had intented
to 1land and establish a colony, He was forced to land near
Matagorda Bay, and it was here that he built his fort of
Saint Louis and used thié fort as a base for his treks into
the interior of Texas, looking for the Mississippi River,
It wvas on one of these exéurqions, beginning on the twelfth
day of January 1636, that La Salle is believed to have
erossed through the northwest corner 6: Hontgomery COunty.13
Upon leaving his fort o: Saht Louis, an account of this trek
is as follows: | -

Again, on the 12th  of January, 1636, La Salle, with
seventeen.companions, started to the northeast,
* s o & 0 o 8 o @ * ¢ & & ¢ 5 & e ¢

« On the let they crossed the river of Canes
(COIOrado about Eagle lake), Heavy rains delayed
and they rossed the river of 8ani Banks, (San Bernard)
on the 26th, On Joutel's [ L, Salle's geographei] map
are laid down successively, thouzh unler French names,
Skull Cree New Year's Creek the Maligne, or Brazos
River e fure (San Jacintc), River of Canoes, so
calle bacause in his former voyage, Ia Salle had to
procure canoes to cross it (the Trigity), the Neches,
the Angelina and the Sabine, + ¢

Another account which more clearly records.xa Salle's
trip after he got to the Brazos River and Montgomery County
13 as follows:

¢ o o la Salle altered his course and following a

13 Homer 3, Thrall, A Pictorial History of ggzg_
%P_xg Earliest Visits of zfluronaan Advanturers _%3
uis, MOes He D iiomrson a ani Company, 75). p.81.
Loce glte



—— -

15

more easterly direction, soon reached a thickly fop—
ulated country, where the natives welcomed him with
evident rleasure, This was probably in the vicinity of
the Brazos River, Here they were delayed for a few
days, awaiting the recovery of Naka, the faithful
Shawanoe Iniian hunter of 3alle, who had been bitten
by a rattlesnike, Continuing the SQurney eastward,

they found their path intercepted by a river which
Father Douay ealled "Ia Riviere de Malheurs,® the River
of Misfortunes, This was a very swift atream in which
La Salle and sorme of his companions who attempted to
cross on a raft, almost drowned, It 1s diffcult to tell
Just what stream this was, as there a&re no swift rivers
between the Brazos and the Trinitye. There are, however,
mumerous erecks and small atreams, which during the
rainy season often assume the prorortions of regular
torrents, any of which might £it the description,

sard L e L e 2
onas T et e ATty st Zancherias of the
This expedition into fexﬁs by the French soon became
known in Mexico, and measures to dislodge the colony were

taken by the Spanish officials.l6

The viceroy of Mexico appointed Alonso de Leon
Governor of Coahuila and gave him explicit instructions to
soek out La Salle's colony, destroy the fort, and check on
other French activities in East Texas, With this done, and
upon the recommenlations of the viceroy to establish missions
in East Texas, De leon set out with the missionary priest,
Father Massanet, to fulfill his obligations in keeping the

15 Castaneda, loge gite
16 Thrall, on. ¢itey Do 87,
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French out of Texase. After the East Texas missions were
established in the Tejas Indian territory De leon laid out
a routa from the mission of ILa Bahla (Coliad) to the mission
at Hacogdoches. This route became known as the La Bahia
Road and acecording to Castaneda's map it intercepts the
southwestern corner of Montgomery. Cmmti and runs through
the county in a northeasterly direction, According to this
map 1t was blazed by Alonso de Leon in the year 1€30,17 . It
s believed by the author that this was the trail used by
the old Houston, Montgomery, and Tincinnati stage line,

The viceroy on December 7, 1716, proceeded to appoint
Don Martin de Alarcon, Knight of the Order of Santiago and
Covernor of Coahuila, Captain General and Governor of the
Frovince of the TeJas and such other lands as might be |
conquered to found missions in the San Antonio area and to 1
check on and seni supplies to the East Texas missions,18
After establishing a mission and settlement on the 8an
Antonio River he proceeded dy the way of Ila Bah'ia, through
Montgomery County, and on into East Texas, Alarcon vas

" welcomed with much Joy on his arrival at the East Texas

mission, as the following showss |
e o o The governor at last departed for the Presidio !

17 castaneda, ops gitey Vole I, Pe 349 ' T {
13 1114., Vol. 17, pe 73. 1
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de los Tejass « « « With bells ringing, the missionaries
and Indians of the Mission of Nuestro padro 8an Fran-
cisco de los Tejas welcomed the new governor with une

. disguised joy, on October 1%, 1718, when he at last:
arrived in Ease Texas, ¢ .1

f

The viceroy appointed Pedro de Rivera as Inspector
General of the presidios andAmissions.or Texas, and when he
vas appointed he vas 31Ven instruetions to make a tour of
1n3pection of all Spanish presidios, to check against fraud,
and to make recommgiaéions concerning thair nocessity. In
the spring of 1727 the tireless ‘and ever watchful inspector
arrived at last in East Texasozo Rivera arrived at the
Nacogdoches mission firstj inspected the Tejas missions,
then proceeded on the la gghid Rdadfthfouéh Montgomery
County to the Presidio de Nuestra Senora de Loreto de la

Balila del Espiritu Santo at Goliad,2l

In 1745 Captain Joaquin Orobio y Basterra of la
Bahia heard that rumors of the presence of French tradérs
from Loulsiana had penetrated into the Trinity region. In
the same year he reported these rumors to the viceroy in

beico.zz The viceroy became suddenly apprehensive and

I3 Castafieda, loc. cite
20 114, Vol. II, ps 219,
21 1pe, etts

22 1114,y Vole IV., Ps 46,
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immediately ordered an investigation to determine if the
French had established a settlement, the number and chare
acter of the Indlans in the vielnity, and to regquest any
Frenchmen found already settled to leave at once.23 Upon
recelpt of the orderé, Orobio y Basterra, with a group of
men, set out to make a preliminary reconnalssance. Orobio's
investigation is represented in the ro;lowing rassages

On March 6, 1746 he arrived at a place which he
called Santa ﬁosa de Viterbvo, where he found a settle~
ment of Didal Indians near the Trinitys ¢ o« »

o o o After a few days rest and a long interview
with the chief of these Indians he again set out,
accompanied by a Bilail guide, crossed the Trinity River,
and went thirty leagues west-southwest from Santa Rosa
de Viterbo to a place which he c¢alled San Rafael, and
which appears to have been on Spring Creek, west of the
i:n Jacinto River, Here he found two Orcoquisac vile-

2036 ¢ o ¢ . . v

Both the Bidais and the Orcoquisacs explained that
the French visited them frequently, For six years
traders, vho lived in a place they called Pachina,
near the' Mississippi, had been coming by lande ¢ o o
No permanent settlement had been made,.but last summer
a party, who had come by sea, had:.chosen a site and
told the Orcoquisacs to notify.tho Bi3ais, the Deadoses,
and the Tejas to bring their bearskins, buckskins, and
buffalo hides to this place to trade, . The site chosen
aprears to have been on the San Jacinto, some distance
from 1ts mouth,s The Indians explainel 1t vas on a
strean between the Trinity and the Brazos which was a
tributary of neither, The Orcoquisacs told Orobio that
some Frenchmen had:been recently lost among the Cujanes,
who lived to the southwests, ¢ ¢ o

Curious to see the site chosen for the rroposed
settlement, Orobio went towards the coast some fifteen

23 loce cit.
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leagues and was shown the place where the French said
they would establish themselves, This was on a stream
which Orobio named Aranazau and which was in all prob-
ability the San Jacinto. There was no sign of habita=
tion and 1n2ﬁhe opinion of Oroblo no permanent settle~
nente o ¢ o

This visit of Oroidbo to the Orcoquisace Indians on
Spring Creek was the beginning of a quarter of a century of
Spanish aetivity in Montgomery County ani its vieinity.as
Duse to Oroibo £inding French activity around the
Spring Creek area, in January, 1757 the viceroy ordered the
missionaries of the Nuestra Senora de la Iuz mission in the
neighborhood of San Augustine to move their mission to
Spring Creek, and to reduce there, at El Gordo's village,
all the Orcoquisac bands and the Bidai tribe as w911o26
The Orcoquisacs were at first very tractable and friendly,
They professed anxiety to enter upon mission life, built a
house for the missionaries, and the first spring planted
for them three acres of corﬁ. A more detalled description
and location of this mission is as followss
The church, reported by Jacinto de Barrios y -
J&uregui [Governor of Texas] as already completed in
June, was evidently & very temporary structure which

was substituted afterwards by a somewhat better one, it~
self miserable enoughe A complaint made two years later

J

25 Bolton, op. gite, Vols III, pe 332
26 1v4a., Vol, III, p. 343,
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by Fre Abad de Jesus Maria, who was then head minister
at the place, to the efrecl that he could not get help
from the sol&iera to conplete the mission, reveals to
us the site and the nature of the newer dbuildings. He
vritess "Fearful of what might result, I had to set
about the mentioned material estahlisﬁment e o ¢« The

two ministers having explored and examined the territory
with all care and exactitude, we did not find any place
more sultable or nearer the presidio than a hill, somee
thing less than a fourth of a league's distance to the
east from the latter and on the same bank of the lagoon,
This place, Excellent Sir, because of its elevation, -
commands & view of the whole site of the presidio and
of a circumference to the west and south « « » a3 far

as the eys can reach, -Toward the east the land 13 a
little less elevated, At 8 distance of a league enough
corn might be planted to supply & large populatione: « « »
All these advantages being seen, the mission was erected
on this sites It is made of wood, all hewn, and beaten
cla{ mixed with moss, and has four arched portals, This
building, because of its strength and arrangement, 1is
the most pleasing in all those lands of the Jpaniards
and the Frenche~or 1t would be if your Execellency

should be pleased to have completed 1ts coB§truction,‘
vhich for the present Las been suspended,®

To select the site for the colony, the governor

commissioned two surveyors, and each was to make an ine
dependent survey of the:Spring Cregk,region, which they did
in August 17563 and in Oetober ihey_both reported favorably

upon three sites, but most favorably on the one near E1
Gordo*s village at the jJunction of two small branches joining
Spring Creek, about ten leagues or perhars twenty.miles
west of the San Jacinto--evidently M1ll Creek and Spring
Creek,zs Goverhor Jacinto de Barrios y Jéuioqui, happy

27 Ihia., VA, IIT, pe 349
28 1144, Vol. ITI, pe 351,
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about the reports made by the surveyors, reported to the
viceroy in favor of String Creeﬁ, recomneniing three missions
instead of cney, and on January 7, 1756 this site was approved
by the government and shortly afterward the viceroy ordered
the presidio to de bu11£.29 To this point prospects seemed
good for the béginn;ng of a new civil‘SQttlemant in Montgomery
County, but.dua'to lnafficiency of tﬁe government and the
changing of officlals the project was abzandoned,

.




CHAPTER IIX
EMPRESARIO3 AND SETTIEMENT

During the latter part of the Spanish regime the
missions and presidios of the vast province of Coahulla
and Texas had almost fallen into decadence, because the
coiruptness of Spain's mercantile system had virtually
sapped cut the life blood 6: her colonies, Spain found
4t necessary to look for new lands from which to get
new rav materialsj therafore, she again expressed a desire
for colonization in her undevelopred province of Texas,

Moses Austin of Missourl, had formerly been a
Spanish citizen of louisiana during the Nepoleonic Wars
when Spain had acquiréq Louiziana from France, ' He heard
of Spain's desire for hef‘fronﬁiérs to be colonigzed, and
1n accordance took 1t upon himselr 1n the year 1820 to
visit the Spanish provincial government of Tezas, which at
that time was located at the tcwn of Bexar (aan“Antonio).1
At the time Moses Austin left, fexas vas in that admine ‘
istrative division of Mexico ‘known as’ the Eastern Interior
Province, as the following quotation explainSl

o « Texas, COahuila& Nuevo leon, and Santander

or Tamaulipas constitute the Eastern Interior Provinces,
The commaniant was both civil and military head of the

I He YS;kum Histo ex28 (New Yorks Je He
Redfield Company, 18'5’73'"'\%1. y De 210,
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provinces, Fach province had its own governor and
military commandant and was subdivided, or could be
divided into departments, districts 1303),
municipalities. Texas consistitue one epart¢
ment and in 1320 containel but two organized municie
paligies Bexar and Ia Bahla, the rresent Goliad, ,
The government of a municipaiity which included not
only the town dul 5h of the surrounding country,
. was an ayuntamiento,

The municipa’ity of Dexar included the territory of
what today is Montgomery County, and extended into East
Texase This division remained this way untlil January 31,
1331, when due to the influx of 80 many immigrants, ﬁhe
Ie:islature of Coahuila and'rexas passed a decrea creating
another divisidn, that of Nacogdoches. This new division
also took in a part of Montgomery Countye. The decree read
as followss

The Congress of the State of Coahuila and Texas,
considering the evils experienced in the politieal and
financial adninistration of the department of Texas
for the reason that the extensive territory thereof 1s
conprised in one sole district, and populated mostly
by foreign colonists, thinly settled thereins exercige
ing the power conferted by article 8 of the constitu~
tion, decreest

ARTe 1, The department of’Bexar shall be divided
into two districts, ani the following shall be the
diviiing line-commencing at Bolivar Point on Galveston
Bayj thence running nortiwesterly to strike between
the San Jacinto and Trinity rivers, following the
dividing ridge between the saild rivers to the Brazos
and Trinity to the head waters of the latter, and
terminating north of the sourea of the said Trinit}
upon Rel River. - .

ARTs 24 The territory situated east of 83id line

- b
Eugene C, Barker, geyas,giggg;z,(nallas: Turner
Company, 1929), Pe 1030 .
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shall be called the District of Nacogdoches, and tha
town of the samo name shall be the capita.l. .

;a;gignlégl ] city cr Iaom \'uéahé 3n'the 313;. or

While at Bexar, Moses Austin, with the help of his
old frieni the Daron de Bastrop, acquired pérmission from
the Spanish government to sett}.e three hunired families 4n
the province of Texas ,"‘ . ' ‘

Moses Austin disd ‘beforo his vlans ror soettlement
could be completed, and his son, Stephen P, Austin, took
charge of his father's unfinished work. ., In August, 1321
after the death of his father, Stephen F, Austin was ree-
ognized by the goverﬁmar_xt as his father's successor and
was authorized to explore the eountry and select a site
wheih he wished to colonize.’- When Austin had explored the
land, he selected in the municipali'ty of Bexar his reserva-
tion, and outlined its west bound:ry as the lavaca River up
to the Bezar-Nacogdoches road, and 1ts east boundary tle ‘
San Jacinto River up to the BexarNacogdoches road.® The
Western half of present day lMontgomery County falls within

the sita which Austin selegted &t that tine,
o

3 Inws & aerecs Conhu_i_;a ar Ipxq ( Publisher
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Before Austin could bring his colonists from the
United States, Agustin de Iturbide, the Mexican patriot,
"“4ssued on February 2h, 1821 his plan of Igualaz Practially
all of Moxico ralliei to his aid to relp him throw off the
tyrannical yoke of the 3panish who had governed Meoxico and
her provinces since their triupphal capture by that 1l=
lustrious gonauistidor, Hernando Cortes,

Due to these events, Austin rad to wait until nevw
eolonization laws coull be passed by tLe new governmment,
They were passed, and after Iturbide's short rule, other
coloniznﬁion laws followed in rapid suit owing to the many
coup 4'etats in forming the Mexican govermment, An explana-
tion of Mexico's colonization laws is as followst

¢ o s Mexico passed her first colonization law in
January, 1823, while Iturbide was emperor, With his
overthrow in March, 1323, ani the repsal of the colo-
nization law of 13&3 1t wvas then necessary for the
Mexican Repudblie to f‘ormulate it3s colonization policy.
On August 13, 1324, the central goverrment passei the
national eolon.tzatlon lawe This laid down a few gen=
ral regulations with reference to colonization witiin
the nation, but left the undertaking largely to tle
states, Ia the first place each state was to pass a
colonization law for the settlement of the unoccupled
territory within 1ts 1limits, However, only the federal
government could grant permission to establish sattle~
ments within twenty leagues of the boundary of any
foreign nation or within ten teagues of the coasts s + o
-6 8 & 5 % 0 & ¢ 6 & 6 B O P B PO S e H SO s 3L e

(In the law of 1824 Mexico Lad reagrved the right to
repeal the law whan enough colonists had arrived, and]

/ Yoakum, One Clkey Pe 21%‘
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¢ o o Mexico took advantage of the provision and rassed
the law of Arril 6, 1330, by wlich she forbade the

gurther entrince of citlizens of the United States into
eX23¢ s » &

With the national law of August 18, 182% giving the
states authority to pass thelr own colonization laws, the
Legislature of Coahuila and Texas on March 24, 1825 passed
a colonization law of a more detailed nature, as the follow=
ing paragraphs showst

The state colonization law granted to each married
man who wanted to farm one labor, and equivalent of 177
acres, If he also desired to ralse cattle, he could
obtain twenty=-four larors of pasture land or 4,251
acrese, The total of farming and Egsture land mads one
8itio or league, consisting of 4,423 acres. An un-
marrled man received one-~fourth of this amount, If
the colonist?!s occupation or capital was such that it
::gid benefit the colony, he could obtain adiitional

[ ] .

The new settler was required within six years to
yay a nominal sum to the state for his land, For each
tio of pasture land he paid £303 for each labor of
rrigable land %2,50§ and for each labor wuich was

irrigable he paid £3.50¢ The government required no
part of 1t to de pald until the end of four years, At
the close of the fourth year one-third of the amount
vas duej at the end of the fifth year, another thirdj
and vhen the sixth year closed, the last payment was to
be made to the state. TO acqulre a title tg his land
the colonist had to occupy or cultivate 1t.

Under this same law an gmvresario or contractor was
to be in clarge of all the colonization rrocedures, Each
enrresario male an agreement with the state to introluce a

© Barker, one eltes Ppe 86-37,
? I>id.y pe 83s
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certain number of families within a linited time, Ie re-
coived a definite area in which to locate his immigrants,
When he had fulfilled his obligations tle empresirio was
entitled to receive for each hundred famllles introduced,

a premium of five leagues and five labers of lande. Thus,
under these provisions Austin was appointed empresario ard
given instructions to settle his colonists,
The news of Austin's colony had spread rapidly in
the United States and irmigrants came in as fast as they
~ could be settled, The receiving point for the immigrants
vas Nacogdoches and Austin appointed an agent to collect the
families and send them on to his colonye E« Cs Barkerlo
gave the following concerning Hacogdoches as the induetion
~centers
Fifty or mora families from the vicinity of
Nacogdoches had agreed to move to his grant in FRovember
and December [1820], he [Aust:in‘a\ said, and since he
could not be there %o receive them, he had appointed an
agent to supervise them and preven%
lie also appointed Josiah H, Bell, cne of his former
agsociates in Arkansasg, to exerclse temporarily in the
settlement the duties of a Justice of the peace, He
. found at Ratchitoches nearly a hundred letters from
Missouri, Kentucky, and other western states, and was
convinced that he could settle fifteen hundred families
as easily as three hunireds « ¢ o
To take care of the influx of people coming into
Texas, Mexico soon granted other men empresario rights.

One of these empressrios was Hayden Edwards, who on April
j . . .

IR v 670 -
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13, 1325 obtained a contract to settle eight hundred familles
in Texas.lt H, Yoalam2 described payards and the location
of his grant as followss ”

v s o [I6vas a gentleman of high moral character,
strict honory and liberality. ZLe had devoted much of

his tima in Mexico in forwarding the genaral co0lo=
nization lav, He had his colony greatly at heart, and
had expended thousands of dollars in getting up tl?w
enterprises, The contract with the state was sufficiently
lideral, It admitted him as an enpresario under the
general state law, .The lands designated were bounded

on the east by a line beginning twenty leagues from the
Sabine and ten leagues from the ecoasty thence through
Nacogioches, and fifteen leagues teyond 1ty thence

wvest to the Navasotag thence down this river to the

San Antonio road, and with this road to the San Jacintog
thence down 8314 river to within ten leagues of the
coasti and along the coast, ten leagues from it, to the
place of beginninge « « o

This grant that Edwards got from the government included
the eastern half of present day Montgomery County.

The Moxiean governuent selected for Iayden Edwards
the lawless town of Nacogdoches as the seat of activity
for hls colonye Soon after his arrival an upris;ng occurred
in December 1826, known as the Fredonian Rebellion.}3 This
mutiny was caused by the agitation between the Mexican
officials and Edwardst! colonistse A good account of this
rebellion vas written in a letter by one of the future
cltizens of Austints colony and Montgomery Countye The

11 Yoakumy ODe Sl%ey Do 23%,
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lettor is as follows:
Gentlemens

Sirs, yours of the inst, inviting me as one of
the esu-iy settlers, to give any incldents coming
within my knowledge, that might go to the making up a
correct historical account of the early setting of
Texas, I settled on the Red Sandy near San Augustine
in Nove 13213 staid tlere 9 yearsj then moved to }onte
gomery wvhere I have lived ever since,

Many of the incidents of those days are fresh in
my recollections dbut I am at & loss to know, what kind
of ineijence woulld be useful or interesting to your
socletys It would afford me much satisfaction to aid
the society on gathering seraps that might go to the
making up a corregct history of the early setting of
Texas by the whitesj and I believe that I could, if
you were to direct my mind to anything I might ﬁnmr.

I will however, giva ens osdurrence that took place
at Nacoglioches in 1826 or 7{ afterwards called the
Predonion War, . Up to that time the Nexiecan goverrment
had kept troops stationed at lNacogdoches as much for
the pu.rﬁgse of keeping his own eitizens in subjection,
as the keeping of the Indians from depudation on them,

The Alealle, backed by the troops was not always
guided by law and evidence nor equitadble principles in
making up his judieal deeisionsg and particually when

. an ex-U, S¢ citizen was dbrought before his honor. This
of course gave offence to many which was borne with, -
until an opportunity presented its self, as some of the
leading spirits thought by which tLey could bring about
a change of publiec affairs,

About this time, the troopd wag sent from Ricoge
goﬁ:g and stationed at some otlier place, (I think)
o .

Now being the time to strike, carriers were sent in
every direction calling upon the men to meet at Nacog=
doches fully armed on a certain day without letting chem
know the object of the e¢all, Many thought it was to
rerel an expectel attack from the Indlansj others, of
couraa knew the object, For fifty miles around every
man that could, rallied to the calles I rode forty
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miles, Wwhen I reached there, I found about 200 whites,
Mexicans, and llegroesj all armed. The two leadl:
spirits were Cole Edwards anl Col, Parmers Ons, (I do
not recollect which) eallsd on the men to form a line,
vhich they did, We were then marched to where & flag
was putting to breeze, and ecalled the freldonian flag,
I do not recollect tha devices on it} but when we were
halted under 1t speeches were male by Col, Ddwards, -
and Parmer I think, explaining the object of the meet-
ing, and telling of‘ the wronzs and opressions they
had borne from the Goverrment and the Alealde,

Aftoer the speaking, patriotic songs were sung and vwa
again formed into 11ne. When Cole. said to the men that
all of those in favor of a. fres govermment and opposed
to a tyrannical government, and that were willing to
affect that change right tﬁen and there, to marcn elght
races in fronty and those oprosed to 1t to remain fast,
At the word march all marched forward but fours I bee
ing one of that mumber, When tha others all turned to
see vho wers lefty, I felt small and that I was ina
. 8mall crowd, Some of ry friends sall to me that they
were sorry to see me act so, yet I stcod firm.

Amongst the braves, wvho had stepped so gallantly
ggg'ard, I saw one whom I took to be green from the
€3

He was gentlemanly dressed, having on a fine velvet
coat, hat of beaver, pants to match and a fine beaded
Pre of moceasins, ﬁear him stood a drunken negro, and
being as free and patrotic as any, and being anzious I
suppose, to feel the fine texture or the strangers
dross, staggered up against him in a very rude mamnmer
vhich of course gave offence, The stranzer was about
to shoot the negro, when others interfereld to prevent
ity X and my otner companions, &g much to off set the
Jeers we had received, charged ror the negro vho seemed
not too much alamed. I afterwvards learned that the
stranzer was no less a personage than Henry 3, Foote,
who wvas then, not unlike yourselves now, hunting up
naterial to write a Kistory of Texas vhich he did.
Anl amongst the many untruthlful storles he wrote of
Texas, he gave an account of this fredonlan war, wvhieh
was incorrect in many thingsg but to the thread Yor the
storye After the difficulty between Mre Foote and the
negro had been settled, the crowd were dismissel to
meet again under the fiag in a short time. In the ine
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torest the Alcalle was disposed,

After again meeting, and speeches anl songs were
made and sung, suffigent as the leaders thought to stir
all to action, ealled them in line againe I and my
three companions also being in line, Col, sald that all
those in favor of the measures already taken, and tlaf
vere willinz to remain $o inforce and carry out those
things, to march eight paces in front., At the vord
parch %ut one moved forward, It was Matthew Cartwright
of San Augustine,” I and thgse other three laughed,
The leaders saw that it was no-go, and all quietly
dispersed and returned to our homese '

The troops in due time were sent back, The Alecalde
restorel to the funstions of his efliece, and trooprers
wvare sent out in search of, the leaiers of the fredonian
wvare The crossings on the Sabine were guarded day and
night, dbut I do not believe they caught very many,

Thus ended the tenﬁest in a ;teapotol"'

The rebellion was squelched and Eldwards?! grant was
revoked by the Mexican govermmente After the revocation of
his grant the territory embraced in it was divided between

resarios David G Burnet, Iorenzo de Zavala, and
Jéseph Vehlein,

Joserh Vehlein, & German merchant cf Mexico City,
through his agent, Johln L. Wooldbury, wale his contract
vith the government for tLree hundred families in Decomber,
1826.15 His colony wvas to be settled in the following
boundariess

Beginning at the Town of Nagogdochess Thence South,

I% Ietter of Coles Jaceb Shannon to Mossrse. Gray and
Henlerson, Treasurer and Secretiry of the Texas Eistorical
Soclety, detober 13, 1870, in the Hart Addison Collection.

15 Barker, one £itsy Pe 920
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leaving free Twenty boundiry border leagues paraual
with the Sabine River to the intersection of the
ary line of the same, with t.at of tle Ten coast. border
leagues, on the Gulf of Mexieco, Thence west to the
river San Jacintos Thence up the 8213 river with its
left bank, to its source, and tlence on a stralght line
North to {.he San Antcnio road leading from Bexar to
Hacordochess Thence with s3id road to the town afore-
sail, and previous to arriving at the River Trinity the

“ 1l4ne s‘mll follow the road called Dullts hill road
(Loma del Toro) erossing tlat river above the Military
Post, and continuing on 3aild road, until it unites with
the road first mentioned and thenco with 1t to the
Town of Naeogdoches and place of beginning,

VYehlein's grant was 1:: wha'c ha»i been the western
part of Bdwards' grant which consisted cr the eastern half
of uontgomery Cmmty. The San .Tacinto River vas tre divide
ing lins between Austin's colany and .Vehleint's colony; tlerg=
fore, the western half of Montgomery County was in Austin's
colony and the eastern half in Vehlein's, .

Vehlein's colony did not pan eut wellj therefore,
having failed to carry out his obligations, he, with gmpres-
arios Burnet and Zavala, transferred his contract to the
Calveston Bay and Texas land Comrany on October 16, 1330,16
The Calveston Bay and Texas land Comrany converted the
grants into a Wall-street sreculation and issued scrip
on tie land, The scrip was worthless in Texas, where ovsry
immigrant was entitled to a league of landj but in Kew

York 4% sold for one to two cents an acre.i/ This ecompany

16 hidey Po 93
17 Yomer Se Thrall, c*ogga Fiantory of zmms

al:) zarlﬁesg Visikg o guroreaa ggantﬂ;gv-s Ae Do
% te Loulss « Thompson and Company, %972 Pe 157
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selacted tlhie tovn of Anahuwac for their headquartersji dbut
wien John Bradburn became commander at Anzhuae, and
exercised his despotism, the population fled, anl tl.e bubdle
of the "Galveston Bay Company™ explt::de:l.]'3

There were forty-two members of Austin's and Vehlein's
colonies who got their land titles from the Mexican govefn-
ment, anl settled in what today 1s Montgomery County, '.;'hey
and the date of their patents are listed as follows:

Those on the west side of the San Jaeinto River and
located in Austin's colony weret Archibald M, Alexander,
Octobver 5, 18353 Willlam Atkins, April 13, 18313 Solomon
Brown, April 16, 1323 William C, Clarke, Arril 10, 1331}
John Corner, May 10, 1331j Mary Corner, April 7, 1831j
Thomas Corner, May 23, 13313 John Cronkrite, June 6, 1331j
John He Edwards, April 13, 18313 William W, Ford, October
17, 13323 Noah Friffith, April 11, 1831} Paschal B, Hamblin,
October 10, 13353 Archibald Hodge, April 3, 1831j James
Hodge, April 8, 1831j Joseph House, April 13, 1331; William
Landrum, April 10, 1831 Zacharia lLandirum, April 10, 1331
. Joseph Miller, April 15, 13313 James Poorhouse, April 7,
18313 William Rankin, April 10, 1331§ Raleigh Rogers,

May 6, 13313 Jacod s'hannon, April 30, 13313 Owen Shannon,
April 8, 1831; James Smith, May 13, 13313 Wiley Be D
Smith, April §, 13313 Allen Vince, April 30, 1831j John

B 100 et



Te Vince, May %, 1331; and Ann White, ay 12, 1331,

Those on the east of the San Jacinto River and located
in Vehlein's colony were: Willlam S, Allen, Juns 2, 1335}
Bennett Blake, August 27, 13353 Elijeh Collard, April 27,
18353 Timothy Cude, September 15, 13353 Jose Maria de la
Garza, November l, 1333y Samuel Iindley, August 27, 1335;
Joseph diadley, Apﬁii 64 13353 Neal Martin, April 13, 13353
Jomathan C. Pitts, September 13, 1835j John Saddler, Arril
29, 13353 John B. Tong, July 2%, 1835} and William Weir,
August 17, 1835.19 ' .

Not much 1s known about these pioneers beecause most
of them 414 not stay long enough to leave a trace of their
activitliesy but some 413, and the following 18 an account
from We Ne Martin of some of those wvho did leave behind a
mark of perseverancel

One of the original grantees was William Rankin,

Fe and his wife Sarah came to Texas from Aladbama in
1325, 1In June of that year t.ey male application for
a grant of one league of land lying between lake
Creex and the San Jacinto River, in wlat was then
Washington County, On April 10, 1331, the Spanish
granted this land, The Rankins had no children, but
he was administrator for his dbrother's children for
several years, le took an setive part in the civic
affairs of the county, le was a member of the Masonie
Lodgey and at one time a member of the Cormissloners
Courte Rankin died on Arril 2, 1357, and was buried
in the Montgomery cemetery..

A ploneer family that left little trace of its

Yole T 13 Lani Abstracks, Ceneral land Office, Austin, Texas,
FOLle Lo
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members was that of John Corner and his wife Prutia,
They came to Texas from Alabama in 1825 They were
received as colonists in the colony of Stephen F,
Austin, In the same year of their arrival they cone
tracted with tlLe government of the state of Coahuila
anrd Texas, through Stephen F, Austin, for a grant of
one league of land,  Having met the necessary req-
uisites provided for by the law of colonization of
1825, they received their grant of land from the
goverment on May 10, 1331, This land is situated on
a stream called Atkin's Creek, a tributary of the
San Jacinto River, ' -

John Corner lived on his grant of land and devele
ored ruch of 41t by clearing off the forests and putting
in small farmse In 1338 he began to sell his land,

He so0ld much of his league to Wme, W Shepperd, a land
speculator, 80 far as records show, Corner never took
ﬁrt in any civie affairs or public interests, It is
own that he had two sons who lived in Montgomery
until they were grown. The whole fanmily left afier
sellinz their land to several other early settlers,
Witnesses have been rroduced, however, who swore they
knew tiat John Corner lived in Montgomery in the 1850's,

Rot many of the original families of Montgomery
were as eager to sell their land and leave the
vicinity as the members of the Corner family seem to
have beene Raleigh Rogers was one of the first
pioneers of Montgomery, and a large part of his land
was hanied down to his dsscendants who still live on
and own the land, le and his wife Polly came from
Alabama about 1330, They were settlers in Stephen
F, Austin's last colony. ‘I'heg made application for
a8 league of land, and on May 6, 1831, the Mexican
Governnment approved the grante

Raleigh Rogers was a successful farmer and trader,
and he owned much live stock and several slaves, He
vas a very active member of the commmunity and as=-
soclated {reely with the other builders of Montgomery,
The exact time of his death is not known, but he was
buried in the family grave-yard on his lard,

This couple had only four children, one bvoy who
never married, and three girls., One of the girls,
Mary Davis Ro;ers, married a Methodist circult rreacher,
Pleasant Me Yell, vho 13 the grandfather of two women

t
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still 1living in Montgzomery on the old family grant,
Mary and her husband lived on the Rogers lanil until
they built their home on the present site of the Yell
lande Pleasant Yell gave up preaching and became &
successful farmer working several slaves, After
emancipation most of his slaves left, but ons family
remained, whose descendants still live on the Yell land
and work for dssceniants of Raleigh Rogers.

Another original family of Montgomery was William
Landrum and his wife Nancy Cllmore, who came from
Alabama in 1330, The landrums were of old American '
stock, having come to America from FEngland and Scotland
in the early part of tho elighteenth century, William
Landrunts father ani hle '1%2's father were soldiers
in the American Revolution, William lanirum was a
member of Austints secondi colony and received a grant
of land from Mexico in 1331, Several hundred acres of
land of the original grant are still in the possession
of the descendants of William landrum,

To this couple were born several ¢hiliren, Mary
Landrunm married Judge Gs Be Cay and lived 4in Monte
gomer{ for the duration of her life, They have desced-
ants living in Montgomery nowe Melissa lLandrum married
I, C¢ Davise Their descendants also live in Montzomery
at the rresent time, Ons of the. lLandruz boys dled withe
out marrying,. .

Zachariah lanirum and his wife letetia came to
Texas in 1327, They made application for a league of
land lying bvetween lake Creek and Atkin's Cresek in what
wvas tien washington County, On Arril 10, 1331, this
grant was given him by the Spanish GCoverrment,

This landrum family came with a train of other
settlers from Alabama, With them came two sons
William and Johny and two daughters, Jarah and f:atherine.

lLandrum became 111 in 1833 end male his will, give
ing all his land to his wife, Lis tvo sons, and his
two daughters, He died in 15%’4 ahd was buried in a
rrivate cemetery,

Owen Shannon and his wife Margaret came from
Georgla, landed in Texas, and settled near San Au-
gustine in 1327, Although they hai much difficulty
tryinz to get information concerning Austin's colony,
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they finally succeeded in getting into it in about
1330, The Shannons settled north of the present site
of Montgomery. They reared a large family and lived
on the land until his death in 1350,

Benjamin Rigsby and his wife eame to Montgomery in
1823, They made application for a league of land
which was granted April 1%, 1331,

A land speculator, Thomas Taylor, furnished tie
meney to finance Ri-sby, In return for this service,
Riggby returned 2214 acres of land to Taylors Rigsby
sold the remainder of his leazue of land to different
settlers and left Hontgo*gry in 1337, There i3 no
record of where he went.2

-Althouzh, Montgomery County has only forty-two
grants of the original titles left today, it had included
in 1ts bounijaries when 1t was created a total of three
hundred and eighteen of the first colonists, Gradually its
| boundary lines and original grants diminished as the new
counties of Waller, Walker, Crimes, San Jacinto, ani Madison

. were carved from it,

-

»
\J

25 We No Martin, "A History of Montgouery," (un=-
published Master's thesis, Sam Houston State Teachers
College, Huntsville, Texas, 1950), ppe 1117,
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CIAPTER IV
ORGANIZATICR AND EARLY POLITICAL DEVELOPMINWT

After its declaration of independence on March 2,
1836, and 1ts victory 4n the var with Vexico, the =swly
declared Repudblic of Texas-set about the task of organizing
its government and breaking down its large domain of munic-
ipalities into smailer workable units, For some Ntime Texas
had been divided into two departments, Nacogdoches and
Bexar, which in turn were subdivided into muniecipalities,
Prior to the declaratiox‘a of independence, however, another
department was created, the depalz;tment of Brazos, which
extended from the lavaca River to the watershed between the
San Jacinto and the Trinity.® A1l three of these departments
vere divided into twenty-three municipalities and by the
formal adoption of the Constitution of the Republic of Texas
the twenty-three rmunicipalities became counties with a new
legal status, and their creation wasy therefore, uniforzly
dated March 17, 1836,2 |

Cne of the new counties formel by the act of March

1 Louts J. Wortham, A His Texas (Fort Worthi
wortha.m-nolyneaui COmpany, '1'9%&'5, %ol. IT, Pe 1320

2 7, Co Richardson, editor, Fast Texass Jts Histery
2~ Its Makers (New Yorks Lewis storic Publﬁﬁing

Company, g Vole II, De 737,
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17, 1836, was the county of Washington which had been a
municipality in the department of Brazos, The newly
created county of Washington comprised a vast extent of
country on both siles of the Brazos below the old San
Antonlo rosds The county seat was located at the c¢ity
of Washington, and due to the vastness of its boundariles
and the sparsely distributed population of certain sections
of its domain, it was inconvenient for the eitizens who
lived on the east side of the Brazos to meet their obliga=-
tions toward their governmentj therefore, soon after the
county was organized the citizens east of the Brazos River
began to petition the government to form a new countye

The first indication that a new county would be
ereated from Washington County eppeared in the Telesrarh
and Texas DRezister, July 8, 1337, sdvertising the sale of
lots in the newly organized town of Mon&omry. The article
was written at M'ontgomery on the fourth of July, 1337, by
We We Shepperd stating that, "It is expected that a new
county will be organized, at the next session of congress,
embracing this section of countrye « o o3

The first congress ¢f the new republic convened at
Columbia, but due to its instability and also the threats

of the Mexican army, the government adjourned and moved its

3 Telesrarh and Texas Reaister [!Ioustoxﬂ s July 8, 1337,



40
seat from Columbia to Eouston. GCrowing impatient, some of
the citizens from Washington County who resided east of the
Brazos River petitioned the c¢alled session of Congress in
Nlouston on October 13, 1837 to create a new eocuntye. The
petition to congress from the Washington County citizens

ran a&s followss

' We your petitioners, citlzens of Washington County
East of the Brazos River, being desirous for a division
of said county 4o hereby petition your honorabtle body
to make the Brazos River the dividing line between sald
new county 80 as to throw our new county seat out in
the high healthy prairiesj as for the arrangments of
the new county after t 1s done we are willing to
ablde the Justice of “ongress in the honesty ¢f our
own citizens in ﬁ;xing the other lines and locating the
seat of justice,

‘More than a month elapsed before Congress got around
to consldering the petition of the washington County citizens,
The First Congress commenced its regular session at Houston
on November 6, 1337, and it was not until November 23 that
the bill to ereate Montgomery County appeared on 1ts agenda,
Mosely Baker, representative from Austin County, and William
We H1l1ll and W, W, Gant, representatives from Washington
County, took the most interest in the Montgomery bill, The
introduction and progress of the b1ll through both of the '
houses of eongress was .as followss

Thursday, .10 ofclock, Nov, 23, 1837.

¥ Memorial Petitions, October 13, 1337, in Texas
State Archives, Number 10,. |



41
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Mr. Baker, Chairman or the Committee on County
Boundaries, reported a bill accompanied by the petition
of sundry citizens of Washington County for tha creation
of a new cognty to be called Montgomnery Countys read a
first tinme.

Then on Thursday, November 30, 1837 the bill ereat-

_ 4ng the county of Montgozery was taken up on its second
reading in the House and then passed on to the Senate
ehamber.6 While the b41ll was in the Senate chamber the
Senate saw £it to make some changes concerning the seat of
Justice and the lower bdoundary linej therefore, on Thursday
at one o'clock, December 7, a message was recelived in the
House from the Senate informing the representatives that
they had amended the bill ereating the county of Mbntgomery.7
At three o'cleck on the same day the Senate read the amenied
bill and, ", + » the rule Seing suspehded, 1t was read a
third tine and passed."d . The bill went back to the Eouse
for the necessary changes and on Friday, December 8, the
5 ovrna of the Hous
eof&;:e.;m_z__me%of

erudl eyas, called session o September 5y 1337, and

g%IEr sessfon commeneing November.6, 1337 (Hous oni Hational
Banner O0ffice=Niles and CGmpany, 1333 ’

® Dtae, pe 207
7 Ibides Pe 239,
8 Journals of The Senate of The Remmbliec of Texas,

first con:ress and s seconi session Loustont Telegraph
Office, 1838), Pe 102,

s De 176,
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bill vas reconsidered by the House as followss

The bill ecreating the county of Montgzomery, as
amended by the Senate, was taken up, and on motion of
Mr, Hill, the amemlment relating to the Seat of Justice,
was disagreed to, and ths amendment relating to the
lower line concurred in,

When the House had threshed out its disagreement
about the location of the seat of Justico' the bill was
rassed back to the Senmate for its reconsideration, and
on Saturday at ten otclock, _Dec'embex" 9, a message from the
Senate was received 4in the House infoerming its mombers that
the Senate had concurred in ", 4 ¢ the b1ll creating tle
county of Montgozmery, with amendments, ani request the
House to concur therein. ¢ « »"1° The House concurred on
the bill and on Tuesday, December 12, it made the follow-
ing report: ‘

Mre Baker, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills,
rerorted the following bills as having been examined
and found correctly enrolled, viz.l

[ ] o ¥ & » & % 9 ®e o & & 0 ® o @
"An Act creating the county of Hontgo*"ery.

When the bill had been signed by Joseprh Rowe, the

Speaker of the House of Representatives, and Mirabeau B,

Lamar, the President of the Senate, 1t went to Sam Houston,

16 9 Journal of the House of Rerresentatives, on, cit.,
230,

10 Iv14.y pe 240,
11 1v14,, pe 251,
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the President, for his signature. On December 1%, 1837,12
- Jjust twenty~ons days from the time the bill was introduced
in the First Congress of the Republic, Sam Houston signed the
act creating Montgomery dounty. The bill in part 13 as
followss | ,
AN ACT Creating the county of Montgomerye

SZCsle Be it enacted, by the senate and house of
representatives of the republio of Texas in congress
assenbled, That all that part of the county of Washing-
ton, lying east of the Erazos and southeast of the
Navasota rivers, shall constigute and form a new county
to be known and deslgnated by the nine of Montgomery
county.
¢ & & ® & ¢ & & & & 5 0 0 & o [ L

szc. 3« e 1t turther enacted That James Mitchell
Pleasant Gray, William Robinson, ﬁlijah Collard, Charles
Garnett, Joseph L. Bennet, B, B. Goodrich, D D. Dunham,
anl Henry Fanthrope, be, and they are haraby appointed
commissioners, vith rcwer and authority (any five of
then concurring) to select a proper place for the seat
of Jjustice for said county, and to odbtain by purchase
upon the falth and creiit of the county, or receive by
donation sush quantity of land as will be sufficient for
the erection of pudliec builldings, ani for defraying such
other expensés of saild county as said commissioners may
decm expeiient and that the land so purchased or donated
shall be under the superintendance anl control of the
board of commissioners of s3aid countye.

SECe %¢ Be it further enacted, That the said
county of Montgomery, shall be engitled to one represente-
ative in congress, ani that the countles of Washington
and Montgo*ery shall constitute a senatorial district.
. » e & % & 8 §
SEC. o Be 1t further enacted That the 1ower 11ne
of the county of Montgomery shall commence at the mouth
of lLake Creek, thence in a direct line to the head of

13
He Pe No Ganmnmel aws of Texas, 22«13
(Austing the Gammel Book omp& 333); Vol %"‘“
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Pond Creex, ani thence in a direct line to thie mouth of
Eeeson's Creelk, thencelgp the Brazos river to the mouth
of the Navasoto river,’ .

Another petition that Congress seriously considered
along with the Montgonmery petitlon, was a pétition from -
Washington County citizens vanﬁing the new county'to be
ecalled Travis, Congress seriously considered this petition,
238 138 verified in the following conggéssional Treports

An act to form a nev County to be named Travis.

The committee on County boundarlies hLave had under
consideration the petitiocy of sundry inhabitants of
Washington County residing on the East side of the
Brazos River rraying to be formed into a New County to
be named "Travis" ask leave to rrport the following Bills

Section 1. Be 1t enacted by the Senate and louse of
Representatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress
agsemblelds

Trat that part of Washington County lying on thLe East
side of thLe Brazos River and boundsd as follows, to wits

Beginning at the place where the San Antonio road
crosses the Navasoto thence with 8114 road eastward to
wvhere the sail road crosses the Trinity River thence
with down the said Trinity River to the Colette village
of Coshattee Indians thence on & straight line to the
Bragos River to the mouth of the Ponl Creek, thence up
the Brazos River to thoe mouth of the Navaso%o thence up
the Navasoto to the place of beginnieg to be formed into
8 New County to be called "Travis"”,

The bill was engrossedi in December, 1337, the saue
month that the Montgomery bill was passed, and 1t wvas

I3 e, et

14 B111s of the First Conzress, December, 1837, in
Texas State Archives, Number 900,
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s8lgned by Jesse Grimes, Chalrman, Re Ae Irlon, and J. S.
Lesterj therefore, Montgomery County was almost named
Travis County,l’

Montgomery County was the third county created by
the Republic of Texas, with Houston County and Fannin County
preceding 1t, Although it ranked third in the order created
by the Republie, it ranked twenty-sixth when added to tha'
tventy=three original counties plus Houston and Fannin
Counties,

The county of Montgomery took its name form the
town of the same name, dbecause the town was named before
the county was created, as 1s shown in the following
article dated July %, 18373

MONTGO ERY

Situated 4n the county of Washington, sixty miles
northwest of the city of Houston, thirty five miles
east of the town of Washirgton, and six miles west of
the San Jacinto River, in the center of a high, beauti=-
ful and undulating distriet of country, distinguished
for health, good water, ani soil,

It 13 expected that a new county will dbe organized,
at the next sessicn of congress, embracing this sec~
tion of country, in which event, the town of Montgzomery
from its central prosition, must be selected as the seat
of justice, )

The San Jacinto affords an excellent keel boat
navigation to this point. The most direct route from

the clity of Houston to Robertson's colony anil Red River
settlements, and from Bevil's settlement to Washington,

© loc. elte o
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pass through this town, The great extent of gool land
lying contiguous, anl its increasing and enterprising
agricultural ropulation, cannot fall of making this

one of the most tlourishing inland .towns in this re-
public .  a

-

Sales of lots at auection will take place in the
town of Montgomery, on the first Monday in September
ensuing, and continue for three days.
Notggrgitgfa;;%gvegi:ecagitggzigg %gnggguggggft.cood
ticleslgill be male upon the payment of the first
notes,

Due to the above article stating that %¢ « ¢ & nevw
county 1s expected to be created « « +", and also due to
the facts that have previously been stated, that Montgomery
County might have been named Travis, one might conclude that
the citizens of the new county 4id not know in advance what
the county would be calleldj therefore, the county must have
taken the town's name,

There 1s still difference of opinion codcerning the
origin of the name of the town, Some of the citizens and
historians conteni that Montgo ery got its name from a
Richard Montgomery, who was born in Ireland, and settled at
. King's Bridge, New York, in 1773, Be served as a delegate
to represent Dutchess County, New York in the first New
York Provisional Assembly in 1775, and in the same year he

" appointed Brigadier Genmeral, IHe was killed in a battle at

o Telegrarh ani Texas Recister, ove clt,
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Quebee December. 31, 1775.37

It 13 the more popular belief by the citizens and old
timers, however. that the town of Montgomery was named from
the family name of Margaret (Margret, Mafgart, or Margit)
Montgomery Shannon, wife of Owen Shannon. Owen Shannon end
Jacob Shannon, his son, came to Texas in November 1321 and
settled near San Augustine, Théy stayed there nine years
before they were acceptel in Austint's fourth colony, and
1n 1830 they moved to Montgomery County.l® Both father and
son got a grant of land from the Mexican government, Jacobls
grant of land was located vhere present day Dobbin now stanis,
He established a trading post on his grant which became known
as Shannon's and 1ts locality known as Shannon's Prairie,

Oven Shannon and his wife, Margaret, settled on
their grant of land which vas located northeast of the
present town of Montgomory. They likewisa set up a trading
post to trade with .the Indians and settlers in that area,
This trading post was established on a creek, later known
as Town Creek, and sinco his son Jacob had named his post

\d
-

17 X
Ze Te Fulmors, W‘sto gaogranhz ‘exas, Ag
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18 ; Letter of Col, Jacch Shannon to Messrs, Cray and
Henderson, Treasury and Secretary of the Texas Historilcal
Soclety, dctober 13, 1870, in Adiison Collection,
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Shannon's, Owen named his store from his Wife's maiden
name, Montgomery. 19 ‘

Owen 414 not liva long to operate his Mbntgomery
trading post, for 1t is known that he died 1n late 1833
or early part of 183‘+.20 Jacob Shannon became the exece
utor of his father's will and estate, and for some time
he continued running his fathér's trading posty but prodadly
due to the expense of keeping two trading poéts golng,y he
abanioned the Montgomery post and kept his own at Shannon's
Prairie. -

When the new town of Montgomery was plotted by
We We Shepperd and Co Bs Stewart, 1ts organizers, the site
chose was located about one-half of a mile from the banks
of tho creek where the post had been, to its present site,
a8 higher and more healthy location, '

Another local story has it that Montgomery took its
name from William Montgomery, a surveyor and widower, who
came to Texas in 1822 with his sons, John, Andrew, and
Edilf Montgomerys In 1330 he aettled“some seven miles
southwest of the town of Montgomery in what 13 present day
Grimes Countys Later two of his sons, John and Anirew,

i Personal interview of the author with Iulu Shannon,
Dobbin, Texas, June 10, 1952,

20 Montgomery County Courthouse Records, Deeds,
Yol. By DPs 321,



43
enlisted in Captain James Gillaspie's Company in 1336 and
fought in the battle of San Jacinto, It 1s claimed by the
descenlents of these two brothers that the county was named
from the surveyor William Montgomery.21

It 1s the bellef of Mrs, As W, Fowlkes, a local
genealogist, that the familles of Margaret Montgomery and
the families of William Montgorery are 4irect descendants
of Richard Montgomery.

Since the act creating Montgomery County had author-
i1zed commissioners to select a seat of justice, the citizens
of Montgomery County, on December 30, 1837, petitioned the
newly appointed commissioners court to build a jail ani
courthouse in the town of Montgomery by subscriptionj but due
to the time requirqd for building a courthdusa, irmmediate
need for a duilding, an; probable lack of finances, the
commissioners &eelarei the petition void.22

At a qeeting of the commissioners held on March 1,
1333, Martin P, Clark proposed that a committee be appointed
to let contracts }or purchasing or'erecéing'tho necessary
public btulldings needed fo; the §ounty business, He
tuéthef proposed'that the eourthouse and jail should not

|

f % Personal interview of the author with J. L. Monte
gomery, Richards, Texas, July 20, 1951,

22
Montgomery Count Courthouse, Mimutes o
gommiss;onors Court 1833- gﬁ » Pe 78, ’ oL the
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exceed the cost of one qnousand dollars each.23 The court
then appointed Be B Goodrich, William Rankin, and William
Ce Clark on the comhittee, and in turn this committee
prorosed that one Lemuel Smith, draftsman and mechanis, be
requested to draft a rlan for the public builldings.

The . commissioners did not wait for Smith's plans
because, pressed for the immediate need for a courthouse,
they obtained a dewelling from W, We Shepperds In obtaining
this house from Shepperd, the commissioners were to have
paid him the sum of eight hundred dollars, provided that the
commissioners kept the house permenently; but if they dacided
to move within the year, they agreed to pay Shepperd a reason-
able rent for the time the building was occupied as a court-
house, These facts are recoried in the commissioners?
mimites as followss

e o ¢ The House purchased by the commissioners on

the part of the county for a Court House in the Town
of Montgomery for the sum of eight hundred dollars
shall not be paid for as per contract within one year
from the date hereof, then anl in that case the house
shall revert to W, w. Shepperd and that he shall be
entitled to reasonable rent for the same for BLp tine
it shall have been occupied as a Court House,

In the next commissioners court meeting which was

held on April %, 1833, the cormittee, having already ob=
r

23 Inidey Po 3.

2% 3., pe 19,
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tained a courthouse, proceeled as follows on a motion
concerning the construction of a Jail:

On motion, Resolvel that the Committee heretofore
appointed for that purpose be and they are hereby
authorized to contract for buillding a Jail, provided
that amount shall not exceed the proceeds or the Sale
of Publiec lots in the Town of Montgomery, after deducting
the amount appropriated for buildinz the courthouse and
further provided that the expense of bullding the Jail
shall not exceed the sum of Two égousand five hundred
dollars which was adopteds « ¢ o

In the Octoler term of court the commissioners
rroceadsd to pay lemuel Smith two hundred dollars for his
work in renovating the house into a courthouse. The
cormissioners court records stated Smith had made a ", P
bar, Julges seat, Jury boxes, g cetera as per contraet
with the commissioners appcinted for that purpose at the
Marchtem..-.%’, '\ ! )

This was the first pemanently established’ court-
house and jail that Hontgomery County, bady’ and their location
was aboul three-fourths of a mile north of the present
community center sites At tho time of their estadblishment
the main portion of the population of the town of Montgomery
lived on the north side of Town Creej therefore, the court-
house and jail were placed in that area, It was not until
the new section of towne«the present site of Montgémery-‘

was bought from We W, Shepperd and developed by James MoCown,

25 m.’lf: P 15,
s Iblley Pe 18,
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that the courthouse vas movede2’
On October 21, 1839, William W, Shepperd and his
wife, Mary Steptos Shepperd, sold to James Alexander McCown,

for eight thousand dollars, thelr interest in the town of

28

Montgomery.~" To develop the new part of the town, which

was south of Town Creek and on & hill, James McCown per-
suaded the Ccmmissioners Court to move the courthouse to
that section, as the follqwing quotation showss

Ordered by the Court that the rroposals and contract
of James Alexander McCown, agent for the proprietors of
the town of Montgomery to move the Court House to th59
hill and to erect offices for county purposesSe. ¢ o »

_The necessary gcvernment buildings were procured by
McCown for the' new site, and on April 3y 18&3, James McCown
redeeded to Mbntgpmery County the public square--the one
proviously dee&ed to -the - coﬁnty by We We Shepperd=ewith
the public buildings 1ntact a8 showns "

I James McCown of the Republic and County
aroresaid in consideration of a donation made by the
court of county commissioners of the county aforesaid
to one hundred ac¢res of land belng the same which
William We Shepperd of the county aforesald donated as
a site for the county Seat of said county of Montgomery,
do heredby relinguish all my right title, ¢laim and ine-
terest in and to the following describe& tracts of
Iand (viz) one tract of three Enrlish acres for a publie

SqQUAre® » o ¢ together with the Court House and two
offices one for the county c¢lerk- the other for the

</ Cormissioners Court Mimmtds, op. citey Pe 764
23 Montgomery County Courthouse, Dseds, Book E, pe 184,

29lggggisgioners Court y;nnggs, Joce cite
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district clerk, Situated thereon, with all the furniture -
and appurtenances thereunto.belongini- al30 one half
acrqofland.o.rorajan.o-oo

Apparently this courthouse ani other buildings, that
McCown had erected, were temporary, for on May 24, 1845, a
contract was let to Joseph Rhodes by lemuel Go Clepper and
. Rich&rd Willls to construct a new courthouse of a more
detailed nature.  The description of the new bullding as
it was to be constructed 13 as followst

¢ o o That the saild Joseph Rhodes shall and will .
within the space of seven months from the date thereof,
in good and workman like manner, build and finish a
Court House in the Town of Montgomery on the Publie
square, of the dimension and the following to wit"

Said Court House to be thirty feet lonz and twenty feet
wide, two stories high, the lower story to be nins feet
,high, the upper seven feet in the clear, to have folde
ing doors at one end and three steps to the same, the
doors to be seven feet six inches by four feet, and sunk
panelled, to have six windows with shutters on each
side, three above ani three below, &and four windows with
shutlers at one enl, two above and two below, the doora
- and windows to be faced, whitened and beaded, the doors
to have good inside locﬂs and bolts, the shn%ters to
have each a short bolt on the inside, In the lower
stor{ to be a Judges dbench panelled and a Clerks Desk
{ans led, in front of said Clerk two Jury boxes on the
ef nﬁ sile of the Bench, large enough to contain
8lx people each, anl corresponding seats on the right
hand side of sali Bench for Witness seats and a table
for lavwyers, and a railing exteniing the width of the
House, so as to ineclude the bar, with a grate in the
middle, also a stair case with a hand rail attached,
and a ﬁand rail on the top of the stairs, the upper
flooring to bs tongued and grooved, the iower to be
"to be" squared, the plank the usual width and thici-
ness, all the scantling to be sawel, all the heavy
timber to be of oaky all the balance of. pine, the louse

30 Deeds, ‘one Sitey Dook Py pe 6024 -
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to be weather bigrded with aawed stuff to be on the
outside. ».e o3 3

The agreement included, also, the description of
the roof, type of shingles, block, corner post, 31113,
sleepers, gﬁ,cege For payment for the wvork done Joseph
Phodes agresd to the rollowing:
¢ » o In consideration whereof the said Joseph
Rhodes 1s to receive the subseription to be paid either
in Money or property as now subscribed to the amount
of four hundred twenty four and one half dollars,
and one hundred seventy-five and one half dollars in

par funds, 50 be paid at the completion of the duilde
ing...o3 ' ’

Joseph Rhodes soon finished construction on the
courthouse and the deed records of the county show thats
e » ¢ On the lst of September 1846 the sail L, G,
Clepper and Richard S, Willis as trustees appointed
by a meeting of the subscribers for ths purpose of
building a Court House in the town of Montgomery did
certify that they had on the day, 1lst Sept. 1346,
received the Court House of Joseph Rhodes, the cog
tractor and undertaker of saidl Court House. . o 853
In Jamary, 18438, this courthouse hai to be re-
modeled because 1t was insufficent for the safe keeping
of the county records, The lover room was diviled into

three partitioned rooms for oftice space, anl the upstairs.

31 Jbid., Book K, p. 230,

32 102, oit.
33 MQ’ Book Io' Pe 393.
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was used for the courtroom.3h ‘

By Fedbruary 22, 1353, the citizéns of the ;ounty
vere asking for a nev cou;thouse to be built;‘ They petle
tioned the commissioners équrt and the~cour£ consented
to butld the house, Thelr sagctioned repoft i3 as
followst |

On this day was presented to the Court the peti-
tions of divers citizens praying the erection of a
new court house with suitable offices etCe ¢ o o
On motion resolved that the county of Montgomery alded
by voluntary private subseription will build a Court
Eouse, on the public Square in the town of Montgomery in
said county two stores high with suitable offices in
lower story and the sum of tggee thousand dollars, shall
be ¢ ¢ » appropriated. o o o

Before the nev bullding was begun the commissioners
had to call a speclal meeting March 30, 1353, for reasons
explained in the followings '

o ¢ o The present Bullding hersetofore used as a
Court Bouse of this (Montgomery) County is unsafe and
othervise not suitadble for the remainder of the present
session of the lion, District Court, now in session for
sail countys « ¢« o It is therefore considered ordered
adjudzed, decreed, and declared that the Baptist Church
in the Town and County of Montgcmery be and the same
13 for the time be the Court House of the County of
Montgomerye « o 03

Thls article also stated that the cormissioners got
the consent from the Baptist Church trustees to use the

3% mimtes of the Commissionsrs Court 1345-1843, pe 195.
35 Ibid., 2343-135%, pe 156 |
36 1v1d,, pe 260,
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church as & courthouse, proéid@d-th;t they would pay for
the damages dons, and also for cleaning and scrubbing the
chapels, This church was used as a courthouse for almost
two years while the construction was under #ay on a new
building,

Since the old courthouse was so dilapidated, Monte
gomery County was once again in need of a goverment
buiidins; 80, the county commenced construction on a new
houses Thils house was a two story building like its pred-
ecessory and 1% was also conslderably larger, Its dimen-
sions and description was given as followss

s0 Fad it I3 Foeh s wna S, Hooms-on e asenpat
story 29 by 17 feet, 2 roons on sach side of Hall and
o8, 0 Aoy one nuln,baly o Coust Reems 111 ggtien

This new courthouse was almost finished by February,-
1855, because one of the citizens of the town in a letter
to his wife explained, ".vs. + I.have just returned from
dinner via the court house, it is same except some extra
fixing on the topj & very pretty house and quite snmuge. ¢ « 33
This was the last courfhousq that the town of Montgomery
built, It was used until April, 1839, when the seat of

govermment for the cbunty'was voted to be moved to the

37 Memorial Petitions, 1373, in Texas State Archives,
Number 194, o -

38 1atter of Mat Hart Davis to Detty Davis, February
11, 1855, in Addison Collection,

N .23
-



town of Conroe.

Soon after the act creating Montgomery County was
passed, an election was held with the following reorle
elected to occupy their regpective offices, They weret
Ge Be Darnet, Senator; Joseph L. Bennett, Representativej
Jesse Grimes, Chief Justicej Joshua Robbins, Cheriff;
Abraham Zuber, District Clérk; and Gwyn Morrison, County
Clerk,3? '

Not long after the selection of the county seat, many
of the citizens discovered tlLat the town of Montromery was
a great distance from the prlaces where they residedj there=
fore they began to retition congress to break Montgoxnery
County down into other counties, Ona of the first petitions
to form & new county from Montgomery that was receivel by
congress was signed not long after the county of Montgomery
vas organizeds On Jamuary 13, 1833 the people asked congress
to form a new county to be callel Bowle, and for it to be
bounded as followsz

» o o Boginning at the junction of Kickapoo Creek

Mouth of Big Saply Cresk on the San Jacinto thence to
Jacinto honce mp the 13tile Samdy to 1ts head, Thence
North 30 degrees west. to the Ol Ia bahia roal thence

aloninsaid road to the Trinity River including Mrs.
Rodblints Eause; from thience down the Trinity to the

33 Eloct on Reo »r 336-1340, “4n Texas State
Archives, Number 22 ’ Pe 3
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beginninges ¢« ¢ » Thls vwill free some of them from the
trouble and expense of traveling near eighty miles to
attend ggurt at the present seat of Justice for this
countye , . ,

Tiese*dimensions included the nortﬁern portions of
present day:ﬁalkén_ané San Jaciato Counties, Congress
414 not eonsider this proposaly because it was not until
1842 that congress saw fit to make a division of the county,
but congress 414 pass aﬁ act on January 25, 1840 to defins
the boundaries of Montgomery County, which are as followss

e ¢« ¢« Bo 1t enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the Republic of Texas, in Congress
assembled, That from anli after the passage of this act,
the bdoundaries of the county of Montgomery shall be as
follows, vizs Beginning at the mouth of Beesair's
Creeks %hence to a point now established at the head
of Pond Creekj thence to the head of Spring Creeks
thence with its meanders, to San Jacintog thence north
£ifty degrees east to the western lins of Liderty
countyj thence along said line to the northwestern line
of Liberty county{ thence along said line to the northe= -
west corner of sald countyj thence, eastwarily with
said northern line of the same, to the Trinity River
thencs up said river, on 1ts right bank, to the cross~
ing of the 0ld4 San Antonlo Roadj thence, westwardly
with said road to the Navasotaj thence, down ths
Navasoto, on its left bank, to its mouthj thence down .
the Brazosy on its left bank, to the place of beginning,

By these limits, Montgomery County extended east
and west from the Trinity River to the Brazos River and
north and south from the eity of Maiisonville to Spring
Creske This included the territory of the present day

- oy

"Oyemorial Petitions, Jamuary 18, 1833, in Texas
State Archives, Ifumber 17,

b1 Gammel, one citey Voles II, Po 3%6.
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counties of Grine's, Walker, San Jacinto, anl a portion |
of Malison and Waller Counties,
In an act dated February 2, 1842 and passed by the
Sixth COng;'éss at Austﬁn, the first portion of territory
of Montgoméry County was cut o}‘t to form a part of Ma.ﬁison
c:ountar‘.l'2 The boundary for ladison f:ount;y encompassed all
of the portion of land which hal belonged to Montgomery
east of the San Jacinto River, The 1199 of the boundary
éxtended from the.ﬂérgis-cmhty 1ine, nort.h up thse San
Jacinto River to its source. Iafer-rdac}isor; counfy was re-
created to its ﬁreléentj bounds er&.i&dﬁtéo@éfyw'émmty again
got possession of the territory east of the Sén‘ Jacinto
River, r . o o , ) .
The next cii'vision‘ of the coupty.took@effect on
Arril 6, 1846, and 1n the ‘acés 'thatd.:wox.'e‘ passed by the First
. legislature at Austin two coimtiés vere formed consecutively.
'rfzey vere Grimes County and Walker County. Grimes County
composed of the follm%ing boundarieéz
couﬁt;r Sr’“:%ng‘giie%ftﬁgﬁpﬁsﬁ.}a“’wﬁiﬁﬁtgﬁg gglggging
- 1imits, shall be known by the name of, anl styled the
county of Grimes, to wit: Peginning at the southwest
corner of the county of wWalkery thence, in a southe
of 1aa granted to V. Mombaouerys thences co the seuthe

east corner of the samej thence, due south to the -
llarris county linej thence, with said Harris county

52 J2i3.y Po 763
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line, to the head of Spring Creek, anl from the head

of Srring Creek to the head of Pond Creekj thence, by
a straight line to the mouth of the Navasoto, ani up

the Navasoto to the crossing of the San Antonlo roadj
thence, with said road to the northewestern boundary -
lina,oﬁ Walker county, and dcwnkghe_said Walker county
line to the place of beginning,

boundary of Walker County was established as followss

¢ » o That a new county be establisted to be known

and distinguished by the name of Walker, the boundarles
of which shall be as followss Beginninz at Robbins!
ferry on the Trinity, where the San Antonio road crosses

eh the said roal to the norhte-east
corner of a survey of land in the name of Le Ge Clepper;
thence, in a straight line to the South Bedal Creek, to
a poin% wvhere the la Bahia road crosses the samej thence,
in a straight line to the north-west corner of a survey
of two-thirds of a league of land in the name of J. He
Collard; thencey, in a straight line to a point on San
Jacinto River, ﬁhree miles below the mouth of East Sandy
Creekj thence, east to the line of a new county to be
ecalled Polks thencey with the lines of sald county to
the Trinity Riverg thence,hgp the middle of s21d river
to the place of beginning,

These two countles cut off the western ani northern

sections of Montgomery éounfy. 'ﬁs each new county was

formed each was require& to pay its portion of the debts

of the mothep county, At the same time in vhich they were

organized, an act was passedifequiring Grimes and Walker'

. to pay to Montgomery such proportion of the debt due, and

the debt was to be apportienel in a manner which the county

courts of the resrective counties should determine, The

Grimes County line waé‘ﬁot éurveygd until February 13855,

vﬁ’.} MQ' ,50 i356q . < ,
' Ibiley pPe 1357... o ;
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In a letter to his wife a prominent ecitizen of Montgomery
writes, "The line dividing this ani Grimes County was run
by Joa Brown, received and approved by the courts we get
Austin's settlement, « o -h5 ‘ |
No other counties were cut off from Montgomery

County until after the Civil War, In Jamuary, 1369, the
county of San Jacinto, which was in the original bounds of
Montgomery County, was established, The new county was
created by a declaration of the Constitutional Convention
which was hell in Austin for the purpose of drafting a
new constitutions The declaration which established San
Jacinto County reads as followss

or Bonkt IoIEnER T S SIS R 50 BT

comprisea within the following boundaries be, and the

same 1s hereby erected, into a new county, to be called
the county of San Jaeinto.

o ¢ o Beginning in the channel of Trinity river, at
a point opposite the mouth of Carolina Creek, in Walker
county, running in a due line from thence to the head
of the east branch of Peach Creek, in Montgomery county,
thence dowvn the channel of 8a2id Peach Creek to a point
rarallel with the thirtieth parallel and twenty mimites
north latitude, in saill Montgomery countyj thence on a
due line through same point where the present southern
1line of Polk county crosses the channel of said Trinity
riverl from thence up the channel of sald Triniﬁg river
with its meanderings to the, place of beginning,

%5 Letter of Nat Hart Davis to Betty Davis, February
18y 1855, in Adiison Collection, ' '

46 Gammel, OnN. ,Q_uo, Vol. VI, v 78
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The lasi ccuné& to obtain a portion of territory
from Montgomery County was Waller County. Iﬂ.&pril, 1373,
the Thirteenth legislatue paséed,an act to create a new
county from portions of Montgomery, Grimes, Austin and
Harris Counties.h7

After the counties of Madison, Grimes, Walker, San
Jacinto, and Valler were cut off from the original county )
of Montgomery, the remaining part of the county encompassed

a total area of 1,017 square miles.us

“7 Yoii., Vol., VII, p. 501,
% Richardson, Qe m.’ Yol. III’ Pe 1125.



CHAPTTR V
CITIES, TOWN3, AND COMUNITIES

Through its history Montgomery County has had its
share of towns anl communities, Some are now ghost town,
while others live only in "fzh'e minds of the old timers v}ho
remember scmething once said about them, And too, & Lew
have been sawmill towns \;hich lived as long as the timber
which made them lasted. Some falled to survive because a
railroad or highwla& by-passed them, or becm}se an industrial
change occurred, But for these reasons, for every community
that becamg ext':inct, .anothe 'aeemed to spring np' 19 its
Place. ‘

Within the original Sounds Mor’xtéomery cOunty. had
such historical towns as, Cincinnati, Huntsville, Waverly,
Robbints, 011 Trinidad (Spa;ﬁsh Bluff), Crocets, Fanthrop's,
Navasota, Coldspring, Swartout, Point Blank, and many
others, These towns were separated from Montgomery County
vhen the new counties in which they wers located were
formed from Montgomery, but even after Montgomery was
divided she had many communities left, Some of these come
mnities, many of which are extinet today, are as follows:
Bozgy,y McRae, Dobbin, Bobbin, Hartley, Peach Creek, lake
Creek, Bethel, Mink, Pleasant Orove, Caney Station, Rewleaney,
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Horrinille, Bear Bend, Longstfeet, Oklahomé, Iost Canae
Brake, Hunters Retreat, Deckers Prairie, Goodson Prairie,
Mount Fleasant, Panther Branch, Brantley, Presswood, Dan-
ville, Waukegan, Honea, Ada, Esperanza, Union Grove, Tamina,
Rose Eill, Clinesburg, Beach, ¥Willis, Tinber, Montgomery,
Conroe, Magnolia, Tharp, Youens, Butlersdburgh, Pools, Dacus,
Fostoria, Cut 'n Shoot, Pinehufst, Karen, Jackson, Bobville,
Rayford, Porters, Security, Midline, Splendora, Boy, Four
Corners, GCranger, Wizginsville, New Caney, Cowl Spur, Bumn,
Leonidas, Keenan, Bays Chapel, ani Ventureas Only a few of
these communities will be considered in this study, though
1t 13 with regret that the author can not give an account of
each, Several are treated including the important towns of
today, an early town, a ghost town, a sawmill town, and
some communities of unusual interest, ‘ ‘

The town of Montgomery i1s the oldest in the county.
It has already been stated in this stuldy how 1t wﬁs thought
the town of Montgomery got its name, Prior to 1337, Mont~
gonery had been a trading post established by Owen and
Margaret Shannon, and located north of Town Creek, The
new part of the town was plottel by W W, Shepperd, a land
agent, who bought the land from John Corner to establish
the new part of the town, ‘fhe £irst wention of the new
part of the town appeared in thé Telecrarh and Texas

——
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Register, July 8, 1837. The article that was in the paper
vas written by W, W, Shepperd on the fourth of July, 1337,
and gaie thé loecation of the town and sdvertised the sale
of town léts. The sale of the lots vas to ba held in
auction at Hontgomery the first Monday in September, and the
auction was to continue for threo days. However, a plat of
the new town was not drawn by Shepperd until January 1,
1833. Two months later, Shepperd through his agent and
son-in-law, C, B’ Stewart, gavc to the eaunty thirteen
town lots and a site for a courthouse. ‘At the same time
a more definite procedure was given as to how the sale of
the town lots =as to be carried out, These facts are ex~
plained in the following articles |

The rresident placed before the court the written
act of donation of William W, Shepperd to the county
of Montgomery of an equal undivided half interest in
the town of Montgomery and sixty aeres of pine land
adjoining donated for county rurposes, And 1t being
rut to the question whether said donation should be
accepted, It was unanimously received and the question
being also, whether the place of the town presented by
Ce Be Stewart as agent for W, W. Shepperd should be
rgcetvgd. The same was also unanimously received and
adopted,

Motioned that a sale of town lots of the town of
Montgomery be made on L4th Moniay in April next for the
purpose of raising funds to defray in part county
expenses, It was ordered unanimously that a sale should
be made on that date, Three previous advertisements
being made in the Telegrarh ete, ote., Question being

W, W, Shepperd, Map of the Town of Fongvgmegz
Jamuary-1, 1838, Adiison'a'fleetion. ?
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made upon what terms ani the time of credit given or to
be given purchasers of town lots, It was orderel that
sales be made for one fourth cashy one fourth payable in
three months, one fourth within s!x months, and the re-
mainder fcur%h on 12 months, Purchasers giving liens
upon 1l6ts until final payment receiving certificates at
the time of purchase and glving the notes for respective
amounts and on respective time., .

We W, Shepperd having made certain improvements in
the town of Montgomery by his agent Ce B. Stewart,
claimed the selection of thirteen lots giving an equal
selaction of thirteen lots to the County Commissioners
and registered the action of the Court in relation to
the instruction of the donation to Wit, of an equal un-
diviled interest in the town proposing that when the
county or its agent should have s0ld thirteen lots to
counter balance the thirteen selectel by W, We Shepperd.
All sales of other lots the proceeds thereof shoull be
equally divided between the county and the said W, W,
Shepperd after each ani every sale,

On Cetober 21, 1839, W. W, Shepperd sold his interest
in the town of Mbntgoﬁery to James McCown for eight thousand
dollars.3 James McCown influenced the develorment of the new
part of the town and through his inducements 1t becams one
of the most rrogressive towns in the Republice Montgomery
prospered from the start, because 1t was the county seat and
main trading town of the county, @s coniitions improved
Montgomery received a generous share of the tilde of immigrants.
Places of business were established, professional men located
their practiées there, and soon Montgomery became one of the

< Ixtract from the minuﬁes of the Commissioners Court,
March 1, 1833, Addison Collection,

3 Montgomery County Courthouse Reecords, Deeds, Book
E' Pse 18%, - - - - ‘ —
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most important towns in Texas,

Two ¢f the first professional men to arrive in
Montgomery to contribute to the advancement of the town wvere
Dre Ee Jo Arnold and Dr. Js He Price.

In 1336, Dre Eo¢ Je Arnold came to Texas and in 1337
formed a partnership with Dr, James H, Price of Houston.

These doctors practiced both in Washington and Montgomery,
going from Washington to Montgomery in abdut the year 1339.
Dre Arnocld was Joined by his wife sometime Quring his
earliest years in Texas, and in the ecrly 1340's they
bought land and built & sn;all home, In the early 1350's
this first home was replaced by a handsome one in which
ona of his grandsons, Re Qe Simonton, lives today.t",

Dr, Arnold was very populari in Montgomery and took
yart in almost every movement for civie improvement. He
and C, E. Clepper donated land for the Montzomery Academy,
and latery.Dre Arnold offered a site for the construction of
& female college, but this dream was never realized, When
he dled 4n 1860, he was buried in 'Montg'omery, but in 1330
his body was disinterred _to ‘b«a’ buried beside that of his

wife 4in Willls, ‘rexas .5

R We No Martin, "A History of Montgzomery," (Un=
published Masterts thesis, Sam Houston State Teachers
College, Huntsville, Texas, 1950), Pe 19,

;MQ, ‘p. 206 . — -
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The other physioian, Dr. Ja.mes Howe Priee, arrived in
Calveston in uay 1336 on a staamer salling from New Orleans,
Ils continued his Journey t¢ Houston, where he arrived on May
25, and in his 4iary he recorded the followlngs
tnag"ff??o?ﬁiliaigo?ﬁts§$§e°?ﬂa§a°§§§t§§§?-§e§§wgn
acquaintance--without a particle of experience in my
%%fngeg%ggg g:ogggg.g-no mediecine, no instrunentse«
In Houston Dre Price formed a partnership with a Dr.
Mattews who had had some experience and had been practicing
there, Dre Price set up practice after the necessary
equipment was obtained on credit, and for several months he
found Houston a very good place for a doctox;'s business,
In April of 1837, Dre Price decided to visit his home
in Tennesseej so he left his practice in the hands of a
friend and departed on a steamer for New Orleans, In the
fall of that same year he decided to come back to Texasy and
on the way overland he was joinsd by two more men who were
also riding through the country on horseback. They were
gseveral weeks on the road, traveling through swamps, forests,
ani over almost impassable tralls. They came through Arkansas,
Loulsiana, and into Texas, entering by the way of latchitoches,
Louisiana, They came on to Houston by way of old cmumtt;

on the Trinity River, and tizen to Montgomery; where Dre. Price

_2;13 Dres Jenmes E¢ Price, Sam FHouston Memorial
lhzseum, Pe
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spent several days with the Worsham family. The account .
of this in his diary is as follows: . '

July 3, 1333.-

o o o The Trinity at Cincinatti 1s the most beautie
ful stream I have seen in Texas, Got this evening to
Hadleyse No corn or oats hal to hopple oute. Wed, %the
Left this morning after breakfasts. Stopped at McDonalds,
no person at home, gave our horses a feed of cOrne o« o«
Came this evening to Lindleys and stayed all night, The
peorle were celebrating the Wth of July all over the
country at Crockett, Montzomery, etce etc, July 5.
Stayed at Johnsons~=came on to Mr, Worshams, « « ¢ Frie
6+ Concluded this morning to stay all day, we are much
pleased with the family, fine lady, etc, §at. 7¢ This
is my sick day (had a chill) we have concluded to stay
all day againe I have been well all day, went to Monte
gomerg tolay, Returned this evening to Mr. Worsham,
Sune 8¢ Left this morn after dbreakfast for Boustog, got
this evening to Wynns, 30 mi, and horses are out.

| Uron his arrival in Housten, Dr, Price found that the
doctor he had left to take charge of his rractice wvhile he

was gone had taken hils business, It was on account of this
incident that he decided tcﬁ come bagk to Montgomerys

In Montgomery he met Dre Es Je Arnold, and formed a
partnership with him, Dr. Price was not only a successful
physician, but also he was a successful farmer. He owned
mich land and many slaves, and was very prosperous both
as a farmer and a trador.s

In addition to the professional men, the town of
Montgomery drew men of a business nature, They estabushéd

7 I213ey Po 206
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mercantile houses which caused Montgomery to advince come
merclally, Two of these early business men were the Willis
brothers, Peter J. and Rictard S, |

In 1336 Peter J. Willis landed in Bacogdoches, where
he stayed about one year and then went to c¢ld Washington-on-
the-Brazos; where he stayed anotheé year before coming to
Montgomery. He married.Carolins Womack of Montgomery, and
they had two sqns"and four daughterq, the youngest daughter
dying at Mbntéome}y'when a chiid, Peter Willis built a small
log house when he first arrivedf soon, however, he was able
to build a fine new home furnished with the best furniture
that he could buy. Ue bought his furniture in Galveston
and had 1t.sh1pped to Montzomery oﬁ ux-&rawn‘wagons. He had
the grounds about his home iandscaped, and the whole place,
vhen completed, was one of the very finest homes in Monﬁ-
gomerys The home, with the funiture, still stanis today
and is owned by Mr. Raymond Weisinger,

Peter Willis was a personal friend of Sam Houston,
and 1t 1s said that Houston spent many visiting hours in
Montgomery in the Willis home.9

When Mrs, Willis died in 1363, Mre Willls closed his
.Store and his house and left two 0ld Negro servants as care-

takerss After a few years, however, he sold his home and
Xbidey pe 26,
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Amoved to Galveston, The last surviving child of Peter
Willls was Mrs. George Sealy of G;,lveston, wvho died only
recently. Her name was Magnolia, and it was from her that
the ttagnolia Petroleum Company took its name, since she was '
ona of its largest stock holders.lo

Richard 8. Willis, a younger brother of Peter J.,
and a boy of sixteen, came to Montgomery in 1837, a year later
than his brother, He joined partnership with his brother, .
and, after getiing started inthe mercantile business, the
two brothers established the Willls Brothers General Her-
chandise COmpa.ny.u.' : e, - .

Business prospered and so d}d the town as more people
moved into uontgomer;r. In the eariy 18‘+O's Dr. Je He Price
established a grist mill at Montzomerys and, .some years later,
he bullt a gin on his property about three miles west of
the town, Another 1ndustry that ‘started was a yottery
which vas located on a farm scfuth of the town. It was
established in the late 13%0"3 and the remains of the o0l4
kiln and a few brcs:en pleces or pottery still mark the
location where 1t stood. It was short-lived, but to this
day, the stream that furnished water for the pottery 1s
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called Juzgery Creek. Most of the pottery was sold to a
nearby whiskey still for whiskey Jugs and to local house
wives for bowls and churns. Many ¢rulely molded jars from
the pottery sre in the hands of several citlzens today, 2
Another industry vhich made Montgomery prozress vas
& tannery started by Antony Martin in 1843, He purchased
a bark mill from P, Jo Willls and installed a tannery on
Martin's Creek about three mi;ea east of Montgomery. He
operated the tannery until the Civil War, vhen it vas
abanioned, Hides were purchased from local settlers and
tamned into leather which was usually sold to the local
shops in Mont:gomery.]'3
By 1845 Montgomery had grown large enough to have
a newspaper, a Masonie lodge, and a telegraph station, The
newspaper published by John Marshall Wade was the Montromery
riot, and the first regular issue appeared on April 26,
18%5'.1‘* The Montromery Patriot of July 2, 1845, advertised
the places of business of M. O Dimon, General Merchandisej
Bs Fe Dunecan, Fashlonaﬁle Tailorj M. Shaben and Brother,
Merchandisej lem, Smith, Cabinet Mamufacturer and Up-
holsterery anl Ps J, wuus_i and Brothery General Merchandise,

i<

Didey e 430 ©
13 Igizo’ Pe ,"‘2" R

4 Yontetmory Pitifot, Mly 2,.1845, Sam Houston
Memorilal lfuseums =



i o

73
In one of thé advertisements James McCown advertiseds ", o
Will sell cheap, and on accommodating terms, a pair of first
rate STILL3, together with all the apparatus to‘carry on a
distillery." Also in the same issue James McCown advertised
the sale of town lots, ahd,in the advertisement he gave a
good description of the prosperity of the town, which 13 as
followst '
| ¢ ¢ ¢« The lands surrounding Montgomery, known as
the lake Creek Settlement, being of such a rich and
fertile character, and having a rich and industrious
population, it is destined to be, in a short tine, &
town of considerable importances
Montgomery 1s the county site of the most flourishe
ing, porulous and intelligent county in the Republic.
Tt 1s situated on an elevated ridge, which divides the
vaters of the San Jacinto River and lake Creek=-In point
of health, Montgomery is not inferior ig any place in
the world, lying 4n the same latitude.
The Masonie lodge Number 25 was organized Arril 25,
1845 in Montgomerye. The mimutes show that some of the
people who helped organize the lodze were W, He Crand
Master B, Cillespie, John Qillesbie, Les Ce Clepper, Sam
Houstony Buford Oliphant, and others,1®
The first telegraph line was bdbuilt thiough Hontgomery
in 1845 and 1t added to the yprestige of the town, The line
extended from Houston to Huntsville by way of Montgomery.

The line traveled the 01& Stage Road, and even today oll

15 Ioc. stk -
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insulators can be found on the trees along the o0ld road,
Besides being the center of govermment and industry,
Montzomery was the center of church anl sch061 activities '
for the eounty, The Methodist as early as 1333 held meete
ings in the town, and in 1342 the first Methodist parsonage
of Texas was erected there, The Baptists in the town
organized a church in 1850.17 |
Montgomery was one of the leading towns in tle state
for the advancement of educntion. An scademy was organized
in 1848 for the purpose of educating its youth, The school

was called the Montgomery Academywls

Montgorery advanced so rapidly thae'by 1843 an act
was passed by the legislature to incorporate it as a town.
The acet in part is as follows:

Be it enacted by the legislature of the State of
Texas, That the eitizens of the town of Montgomery
in Montgonery county, be, and they are heredby, declared
& boly politic and corporate, under the name and style
of the Corporation of the Town of Montgomery, who shall
have the power of suing and being sued, plea&ing, and
being impleaded, and to hold property real ani personal .
within the limiés of said corporation, and at their
rleasure to dispose of the same,

Be 1% further enacted, That the corporate limits of
said town shall exteni one half mile is every direction
from the center of the publia square, ‘

17 10144, pe 66,
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The act alsce designated the duties of the town
officials, their term of offlce, and the days of elsction.
The first mayor after the act was passed vas Nat Iart Davis,
His first duty was to clean out the town well,

Hat Hart Davis was one of the most prominent lawyers
and distinguished citizens of Montgomery, In the spring
of 1840 he came to Montgomery from Madison County, Alabama
and applied for his Texas citizenship,?’ He set up a law
office in the town and when hils business was established
he went to Mississippi and married Sarsh Elizabeth White,
He brought his brile back to Montgomery, where the two lived
until their deaths, During his 1ifetime Nat Davis not only
had the honor of belng th; first mayor of Montgoumery, but
also he had the honor of holding many other positions. e
held the postition of J‘ustice of tha Peace and District
Julze for many years, and it is sai:l by the old tiners that
no one in the county since his dsath has excelled Kat Davis
in the art of hahflling the procedure of e¢ivil law.a' Today,
a portrait of Nat Hart Davis hangs in an honored position in
the District Courtroom of the Courthouse,

Montgomery prospered, .énd'i;; became one of the most

20 Deeds, Book Ay pe 264" -

21 personal interview of euthor with Hart Aldison,
Conroe, Texas, April 10, 1952,
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important trading centers in Texas, BHong te:ms of oxen
from up country around Crockett passe:d through the town,
drawing loads of cotton, lumber, and other products, They
plodled thoir vay slovly to Hoa.ston and Galveston, the
nearest markets, These wagons on their return trips dbrought
back all kinds of merchandise shipred from New Orleans, New
York, and other places 22 -

Montgomery was on’ the main stage lines from Houston
to Huntsville and from Washington to Bevil's on the Trinity
River, The stage coaches brought both passengers and mail,
and the arrival of the stage coach was the most exciting
event of the day, As 1% camo up the stage road, the driver
blew hls musical horn so that it might be heard by the cit-
izens in town long before the stage drew up before the Price
Hotel,

The stages usually met at the Price Hotel, which was
erected in 1853 by Dre Je He Price, and as they arrived
from difrarent directions the passengers exchanged news,
Then they rested or ate while the horses rested or rresh
ones were hitched to the coache2s

In 135% ons of the local citizens who hai been away
from Montgonery on a visit wrote a letter in which he sald,
"o o ¢ The town 1a greatly imporved in buildings but not in

}
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noralse-liguor is still retailed by Gay and Hooker, and
Cafford--and gamblinz is going one Our town and county are
quite healthy, o o o"2% -

The tewn eontimield to grow until the opening of the
Civil wWar, Around 1357 a new school was started to replace
tle lMontgzorery Aeademy which had been discontinued, This
new academy was establishad by Charles L, S. Jones and it
was called Jones Acaiemy. It was a very popular institution
anl lasted until Mr, Jones! son and many of tle largser bhoys
of the community enlisted in the Confederate army.25 In
the Texas Almanag of 1857 Montgomery is descrited as ", o o
a village of considerable size occupying an elevatod sit-
uation and containing mahy tasty resldences, and other
evidences of refinements o o ."26 |

By 1860 Montgomery hai reached 1ts peak of develop=
ment, when the Civil War broke out it drained the town of
its able bodled citizens and wealth. 1In 186% a Confederate
soldier wvho was passing through Montgomery on patrol duty
deseribed the place in his diary as follows:

AP e g e R A g R

firat visit to the lontgomery of Texase It 1s a very
smill town, Publie builldings, an acadexzy, church,

2% Isttor of Nat Hart Davis to Betty Davis, December
16, 135%, in Addison Collection.

25 Martin, One Clkey Do 69
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Court house and jailly and these of very ordinary -
gugg.%:ig;;n geiﬁgyms ;Cr‘ie:l the 1little plage up==not
Montgonery neverwxfécup‘crated from the Civil War, The
wvar had sappeq i:ts 11fe blood and befbx_'e it could regain its
strength the reconstruction era came and brought it back to
1ts knees, Then too, the comming of the railroads caused an
industrial cpaﬁge and pany of its businessmen and other
¢itizens moved to the new railréad town of Willis,
Montgomery's population had diminished so much by
1373 that Montzomery had & feud with the town of Willls over
the site of the eounty seate Willis claimed sha had a larger
population and that she was nearer the center of the county;
but Montgomery kept the honor of being the capitol city
until 1839, when by & popular vote the county seat was moved
to the new railroad-gawmill town of Conroe.
The mansuver of Willis awakened Montgomery to the
faet that she noceded a railroad or an industry to keep her
" eitizens from leavingj so in 1877 the eitizens of the town
deciled to buill their own railroads Substantial contribue
tions were made by the people in the form of land, money,
labor, and materials., The right-or-wéy was donated and a

75, c. Medford, "Diary", Southvestern Eiit&!‘.i_%%.l
arterly, Volume XXXIV éAustin: Texas State Historica
ssociation, 1330) p. 133,
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charter wés granted to the Central and Montgomery Ralle
road on Deccmber 31, 1877, " In return for the aid given by
the people of the town, the railroad company agreed to
maintain a depot for passenge}s énd freight service in the
town vithin a distance of not more than a thousand yards
from the courthouse,2° The railrcad was built and only
recently it was abandoned, . . .

Montgomery has not ehanged much since the courthouse
was moved to Conrce, Today (1§52)_i£.has a pOpﬁlatioﬁ of
five hundred and twenty people.29 A citizen of the town in
1950 wrotes

s ¢ ¢« The character of the town has not changed
greatlyy that whenever possible, the old familles
have kept the lands of their forefathers in family
handsj that new inlustries will contimue to be dise
couraged because the citizens dislikse the stepped=-up
tempo and often undesiradble population shift that
come with certain industries. It is the desire of the
present inhabitants that the population in general
will continmue to have a high regard for cultureg that
the town will not grow greatly but will strive to keep
its churches and lodses amongz the most highly respscted
and 1ts schools as progressive as the scholastic census
vill permite - .

It is noted that all those who have once been of
Montzomery continue to love and respect the 0ld town
anl at every oprortunity return and vgait with the
friends of their fathers and mothers,

Danville is ons of the extinot towns of Montgomery

23 Martin, ope cike, PPe 5192,
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County. It was located about five miles: hortﬂwest of the
present-day town of wnlis{ Ilot mich 18\§nown about the
0ld town today, because it has been gons for over eighty
years, It had its beginning not long after the town of
Montgomery, because in the Tele#,ragg and Texas Register of
April 8, 1846, it was listed as one of the towns of Mont-
gomery County for election returns of that year.3t During.
the 1350's, Danville, like Montgozery, had a building boome
Many plgntation owners with their slaves from the 014 South
noved to the vicinity, cleared land, and built their man-
sions, Ons of these plantation owners was Judge Cold-
thvait, vho came to Danville in 185% and brought with him
about two hundred slaves, In a letter to his wife, Nat
Davis wrotet |
e o o Juige Goldthwait of Alabama bought the He Ge
:ohnson place at little over 25,00 per acre and has
some 100 Negroes on.it, and about as many over on the
San Jacintoe s s 92
Then in the next year, 1355, Nat Davis wrote to his
wvife and said, "I saw some fina cotton when I went over to
Danville on the 3rd at Goldthwait's plantation on the San

Jacinto."33

;pri; zi QE :ggg ti¢ Telscrarh and Texas Recister T_Houstoxi}

32 1etter of Nat Hart Davis to Betty Davis, December
164 185%, in Addison Collectlon, -

?3 Ina., July 10, 1855,
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Another plantai;ior; o:umer \w'é;s Gen;eral Aes Je lovwis
fron Virginia, who buiit a grand three story home with a
ballroom on the third storye. The brick used in the house
wvere shipped from Holland and the wooden beams were fastened
together with wooden pegs whittled ocut by his slaves, Ie
‘called this grand house Elmwood, and it stood until 1940,
when 1t was torn down and the lumber used for & new and
modern home .3)* .

By 1356 Danville had reached a population nuﬁbering
about three hux}dred inhabitants,35 and in the noxt year the
JTexas Almanae described the place as ", + o @ 8mall village
some fifteen miles north of_ }iontgo;zzery, its trade being
from the surrouniing ecountry, which 1s rich and produce
tivc."36

In Jarmary 1860 Danville had grown large enough to
- - seeX incorporationi therefore, by an act passed by the
Texas Legislature it was incorporated as a tovn.37

Danville, at its pealk of prosﬁerity, supported about
fourteen business houses} hcwevef, they were short lived,
because 1like Montgomery, the Civil War and the coming of the

L
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railroads caused Danville and 1ts business houses to decline,33

When the Houston and Great Northern Railroad was
¢learing 1ts right-of-way toward Houston, the railroad
officials asked tlie Danville citizens for pernission to run
the railroad line through the town, The majority of the
 eitizens 4id not want the railroad because they were afraid
that the type of people that & railrcad would dring into
thelr town would be undesirablej therefore the railroad
pass.ed about five miles east of the town, and it was not
long until the ecitizens of Danville saw their mistake, All
of the business houses moved to the raj..lroad at the nevly
established tm of W.i.lis, and today all that remains of
Danville 1s @ few broken bricks in an open f£1e1d,37

wilm came into being as one of the towns of Mont-
gomery County in 1870, It was named Willis by the Houston
and Oreat Korthern Railroad, the predecessor of the Intere
national and GCreat Northern, . The town was called Willis in
honor of the Willis drothers, Peter Js and Richard S., who
had been c¢citizens of Montgomery and were at that time owners
of the P, J, Willls and Brother firm in Calveston, The

Sd Martin, on. gﬁ., Ps 74

39 personal interview of author with lula Dukes, Willis,
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Willls brothers had rather large lani holdings and timber -
interests near the towngite;'thero;ore, they deeded to the
Uouston and Great Northern Railroad a place for a townsite
along the railroad.l"o - ) ‘
COnstructién for Hoﬁ;gémery County's first railrocad
‘was complated in 1372, When the trains began to move on
the now railroad, Willis began to- prospers Most of the
business hou,ses from Danville and pany residents moved to
the new town near the railroad. Ot.hera from Montgomery and
014 Waverly also located in the: new town W1
_ By 1873 the population of tho town had grown so
much that an agitation to move the county seat to Willis
was begung then on September 7, 1374 a called election was
held and Willis by & majority of one hundred and forty-two
votes was chosen as the county seat.*2
In 1975 the Willls Observer, a newspaper in the town,
gave an accouht of the town's merchants and the nevly ore
ganigzed Grange, The articls explained as followss
« « » The merchants of this place have good stocks

on hanl, and are selling more goods than we thought
coull be sold these hard times, IThey sell principally

) "0 Conroa Courder, April 8, 1932,

1 Anna Davis Weisinger, "History of Montgome
County," gistor;ca;e Irogram, dctover 25y 1949, pe 15,

gfontr orery County Commissionars Courk Mimtes,
Book A’ Pe Y .



8%
for 'the cashesthough'. some little "trusting business.®
The "Crangers® are doing very well here, and are ine-
ereasing in nunber svery meeting, 1{ have opened in
this place a Grange atore, upon a small scale, which 1s
destined to become of great benefit to the farmers; ve
are told that its effect 13 being felt already. The
-Store 43 under the management of Cole Israel Worsham, y,
. kept 4n the building occupied by Fo Jo Williamse o s o3
In the same paper an advertisment gave the tuition
rates for the newly organized Willis Male and Female
Collezas The advertismeont stated that Willls was instituted
for males ani females and that the exorcises for the institue
tion were resumed August 1, 1379 and that they would cone
time for ten months, Tultlon rates were two dollars and
five dollars a month; a student taking musio was charged
five dollars extra, 'I“xe expensa“, of the student, including
board, neced not exceed ons hurdred seventy-five dollars
for the entire sessione’ ' '
‘ The ¥illis Mals and Femals COJJ.ege plant consisted
of threa buildings, " the main building, dining rocm and
kitchen, and one other buuding. The, third tloor of the
main bullding vas used for laboratories and rooms for boarde-
Cing stydents, and at one time housed the dining ‘room and
kitchen. At one tim threo vere about two hundred fifty

students who boarded 1n tho college and in aeveral houses

43 The Willis M, A.prii 20, 1875
" Loe. cit. -
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located on the street to the west of the grounds and in
nsarby homes or boarding housess Thae currimilmn of the
college provided for the stuldy of anclent languages, history,

- mathematiecs, literaturey sclences, vocal and instrumental '
‘musicy arty and physical cultures The administrators of
the college were Reverend S Ne Barker and wife, George W,
Stovally Fe Py Croway Js As Kooken, John W, loke, Ms 4s
Kline, and Cyril M, Jansky.*’ |

A practice at ona time of the college was that at a
cortain hour each week day evening the janitor o: the main
building would ring & bell which was in a cupola atop the
building,. The ringing of the college bell was the siénal
for all boarding students to retire to the study hall of
the collegs fur supervised studi of two or three hours and
those in the homes and the ocut-in-town boarding houses were
supposed to go to their respective study tadles and study
for a like pericd of time.“é

By 1336 Willis had the requisite mumber of inhadbitants
to incorporate as a towne Upon a patition of forty-nine
resident citizens asking for. an election to be held teo ine
corporate the town, the Cmmty Judge declared an election

% Personal interview of uuthor vith Hulon N, Andere

son, Conroe, Texas, July 22 1951. A
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to be held in the town of Willis at the Market House of Re
Be Roach on March 16, 1386, The election was held and by
& majority voté of fourteen, the citizens voted against ine
corporation.w

Will1s contirmued to grow rapidly, because in the 1890
esnsus 1% had almost as many people as its rival town, lonte
gomery~-332 and 921 respm:tively‘»’"8

In the 1390ts Willis had & building boome Many new
stores and residents were constructed. Some of the places
of dbusiness there at the time were T, We Smith's General
Merchandise, Carson and McKibbin General Store, Sandel!s
Store, Powell and Walkerts Druz, leslie!s Brick Yard, First
and last Chance Saloon, and Pearl Saloon. An opera house
wvag constructed by T¢ We Smith in 1393, The local newspaper
vrote the following about its constructiont

Through the courtesy of its owner, Capte Te Wo Smith,

an Iniex reprosentative, was shown through the neat and
attractive publig hall and Thespian temple, which he has
recently had fitteéd up in the second story of the Cald-
well building, at the end of Stewart streste The in=-
terior 13 ham!somely painted and ecomfortably seated with
benches of an improved pattern, thereby insuring the
unstinted praise of all wvho may patronize it, The stage
is of modern design, and a handsome drop curtain and
-secenic aprurtenances of a suitable character will soon
arrive and be put in places The room on the south side

of the bullding ansvers most admiradly as a dressing
boudior, without encroaching upon the space of the main

47 Comissionsrs Mimites, ovs gite, Book By e 235
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hall, and an additional seating capacity 1s the result.
Some kind of an entertainmment will probably be given
WiTi1s pay bo formally tniresuced to what they have
1orlx.i &3&]3 missed~=a pleasant and an attractive public

Willis attracted much attention arcund 1395 because
of the tobacco industry started there. In the latter 13%0's
Willis had developed this ﬁﬂustry 80 well that 1t became
a very much advertised little town, ¥ine grades of tobacco
vere grovn in the vicinity and T, W, Smith and son, Owen
Smith, encoﬁraged the industry by building a large bdbrick
cigar factory and employed more than ona hunired men and
wvonen to roll the tobacco into cigars, At 1ts peak Willis
boasted of seven cigar factories, A large mumber of big
tobacco buyers from the various eastern points would come
to wims each season to buy their tobscco, They elaimed
that the Willis tobacco had a flavor that could not be found
elsewheree. The farmers grew the celebrated "Vuslta Abago"
variety of Cuban tobacco and tLey sent to Cuba each year for
fresh seed.”

The tobacco industry was very successful at Willis
until the United States Concress 1ifted the tariff on Cuban
tobacco, which had a very dgvastihg effect on the industry

at Willis, due to the fact that Cuba, with cheaper labor,

) The w;;;;s‘;_ndex, Qgtober 20, 1393,
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could raise tobacco mors chieaply than Willis,

Owen Smith, owﬂer of one of the cigar factorles,
told a local citizen that the reason the cigar factories
closed was because the Cuban employees who worked thenm
wanted to form a union. The union activitles were squelched
by the employers and thus making the Cubans angry they
rolled up gun powder and asafetida in the next shipment
of cigars, %hen the reports cams in from the buyers the
tobacco industry ceased to exist 1nlw11113.52 _

| After the tobacco industry faded away the lumber
intustry appeared in Willis to keep it alive, Today, it
has several sawmills and pianers that employs much of its
population.and is the main source of 1ts wealth, It is
a quite respectable little village with about nine hunired
people who go about their dally tasks qhile they think of
the day when somoons styled their town as the "Athens of
MHontgozery COunty{"53 ) -

The city or Conroe 1s the infant municipality of
Montgonery cGunty. Although it was not named until somo=
time later, 1t had its begimning Jamuary 1, 1881 vhen
Isaac Conroe purchased the Joshua G, Smith tract of land,

51 Personal interview of author with Ilanon Noon,
Willis, Texas, June 10, 1952,

92 persomal interview of author with Hulen Ne Andere.
son, Conroe, Texas, July 22, 195l.



89

Previous to the year 1331 Isaac Conroe operated a sawmill
at Haltom south of Conroe on the Internationaj. and Great
Northern Rallroad, and after purchasing the timber land
from Jo Go Smith, in October he moved his sawmill to the
center of the Smith survey. This location was about two
and a half miles east of the railrcad, &t vhich is the
site of present-day Beach, After the mill was constructed
& tram was built from the mill to the Internatiomal and
Creat Northern Railroad tracke The tram was made with
wooden ralls and spiked with wooden spikes, upon which tram
cars vere drawn by three mules harnessed in single file.
The mules were driven without lines, the leader being trained
to keep in the middle of the road and all that was nece
essary for the driver to do vas to sit upon the load of
lumber with his foot on the braké and use an eizht plat
whip which was attached to a stock about eix feet longs
Some of the drivers became 80 expert with the whip that with
1ittle effort they could l'mock a horse fly off a mule at
one crwko'g3 ,~ |

The opening of Isaag Conroe's mill brought new people
to the vicinity who were employedv by the mill, They settled

‘around the mill and aléns the tram and at its jJunction with

the main rallroad, About 1885 J, XK. Ayres bullt a save

33 Coz_g‘oe gog;‘leg, July 23' 19225
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mill near where the Santa Fe section house now stands.s""
This mill alse brought to the vicinity more people vho
gottled at the Junction of the tram and railrcad,
On Juns 15, 1832 the Gulf, Colorado, ani Santa Fe
purchased a righteofeway throuzh Montgomery County, and
in the latter part of the 1330's the railroad was rinisk_zed.
This lins connected with Conroel!s tram and erossed the
International and Great Northern &t that pointj therefore
the point of the crossing of the two railroads became an
important prospect for future industrial expansicn.ss
It was after the eompletion of the Gulf, Colorado,
and Santa Fe, that i3 abom: the year 1336, that Conroe
acquired 1ts name, Before that time, the local area was
unamed and the vieinity was Just a nmumber of houses about
the mills and along the railroad tragks, In an article
written by W, M, Conroe, some of Isaasc Conroe, the following
vas related concerning the naming of Conroes
Our home was in Houston and Father made trips to
Houston every Saturday or Sunday, and to catch the train
it was necessary to flag it at n.{ght with a lantern and
in the day time with a white handerchief, It was on one
of his return trips from Houston that & Mr, loxey, an
official of the road at that time, haprened to be a
passenger and sat with my rathen Father approached him

on the matter of making a regular stop and ilr,. loxey was
favorably impressed with the idea, and arranged with

9 conr Eg Courier, Juns 36, 1933,
57 Martin, ;Q_Qo cltey P 16, B -
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my father to sell or have ticikets sold for short trips
over the I, & G Ne Mr, Hoxey asked father if he had
named the place, and the reply was that he haod not,.

Mr, Hoxey then said why not call it COnroe's Switch?
Which of eourse was .satisfactory.

Vre Hoxey is really the man who named the town,

Socn after tha above 1ncident tickets arrived and en
these tickets was printeil, "From Conros's To o

The post office department a little later established
a post office, Father being the post master
place wvas ne.med Conroce's, All maps and pos%marks prior
to 1339 carried the name Conrcets, Soon after 1339 the
s was dropped by the pest office department ani the
‘name Conroe appeared, I wrote the railroad compeny my-
self, as they were carrying the name Conroe's which was
on the sign at the depot was ehan‘,ed%o Conroe, hence
this 1s the way Conroe got its name,

In another article writien by We M, Conroe 4t vas
declared that the town sita of COnroe, at the beginning of
Ats history, was a densa forest 80 thick that one might
got lost Af not familiar with the lay of the lard, '"he area
vas thickly 1nhabited by volves, bear, deery wild cats, and
nearly all manner ot vild life, In the article Mr, Conroe
claized ha Subsisted on Venlson meat.rather’ than beer.57

By 1389 Conroa had grown to ‘be & town of probably
two hundred fifty or thres hundred peeple.53 While most of

% Conros Gourier, :ulv 23. 1922-
57 :Eid.' A”ril 8’ 1932' ,‘
53 Welsinger, one cites Pe 15.
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the population of the county was west of the San Jaeinto

River, the citizens petitioned the court to hold an election
for movingz the county seat to Conros, Cn April 27, 1339
the election was held and with the combined vote of Conroe,

Willis, and the mill population of Ieonidas near Conroe,

Conroe with a majority of sixty-two votes won the election.59
aia

Conroe profited from Willist mistake, because she
not waste any time obtaining temporary buildings for the
county offices, On May 14, 1839 the Commissionsers Court
met and rassed on the following in regard to a temporari

92

courthouse and having the county records moved from Mont=-

gonmerys

" & contract for temporary public buildings was made

with Capt. Isaac Conroe, and his residence on lot 8,
in block 4y was secured for county offices, + large

distriet court room, forty feet square, is to be erected

on the north ent of the lot, as well as a commodious
roon for the accommodation of the county's safes and
records, and the upstairs of the residsnce is to be
fitted up as a grani jury room, For the rent of all
this property the county is to pay £25 for the first
month, and £50 per month so long as it occupies it
thereafter,

The exntract for removing the county saresﬁ rgcords,
e JONBY
for builiing a temporary Jail and

courthouse furniture, etes vas awarded to V.
for $172.593 and thal

moving the cages from Montgomery to Conroe and Blacing

them in it was taken by A. L. Austin for $269.6

59 Ibid,, pe 17 .
60 y
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The records vere moved by w.'H;rthas }rom'Montgomery
to the new location in Conroe on May 17, 1837,61
The question of the permanent location of the court-
house and_Jéil vas settled by accepting the proposition of
Captain J. K. Ayres of Lils donation of block eight for the
courthouse site and bdlock ten-fé; the Jjail site.62 This
location was in the Ayres Adiition of Conroe, which was laid
off on the west side of the International and Great Northern
track, and north of the Gulf, Colorado, and Santa Fe tracke.
The main business and residential part of the town was on
the east side of the tracks and the citizens on May 14, 1389
protested to the court against the 1ocation; they claiming
that the site chosen was too much of a thicket and unieveloped,
To the dismay of the people, the court ignored the protest
and on the same day accepted Mr, Ayres'! offer, The court
ordered advertisements to be placed in the newspaper to
architects for plans and specifications for the necessary
buildings.53
| The advertisement apreared in the newspaper soon

after and 1t read as follows:

61 Note of Nat Hart Davis, May 17, 1339, in Adiison
Collection,

62 Commissioners giguées, One ¢it.y Book B, pe. 480,
63 m.’ Pe 5030-
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NOTICY, TO ARCHITTCTS

Notice 43 hereby given to all parties concerned that
the county commissionerts court of Montgozery county,
Texas, will receive plans and specifications for the
erectlon at Conroe, Texas, of a brick court house not to
exceed an.estinate& cost of Ten thousand dollars,

Said plans and specifications should be filed with
the ¢lerk of the county court of Montgomery county' at
his office in the town of Conroce on or before 10 o'clock
Ay Mey Of the second Monday and 10th day of June, A, D.
1339, at whicgutima they will be opened and consldered
by the court,

On August 6, 1339, the court gave a contract to
Moodie and E1l1s of Greenville, Texas to bulld a bdrick and
steal courthouse and jail for the amount of twenty-five thou=-
sand two hundre& ninty=five dollars.65

The brick for Conroets first courthouse were made
from clay which was dug close to the Santa Fe railrocad
tracks, While the bullding waQ under construction We M.
Conroe related the following situationi

s o o While the present court house was bulilt a
deer was shot on the cornser of the square by one of
the men then engaged in work on the structure. He also
says that in those early days of the city of Conroe one
could not blow a hunting horn in the ¢ity limits without
having hounds come & yelping form every direction.
Packs of wolves howled so loud and vociferously at night
that the eitizens could hardly sleep, Hunting for all
kinds of game was the sport of sports in that day and
Mr, Conroe states that he kept priggd for the trall and
enjoyed 1t to his heart's content,®® -

.

R and

Serarbook, Newspaper ¢lipping, in Addison Collection,
65 Commissioners Mimtes, on, cit., Book By pe 503,
66 conron Courter, April 8, 1332.
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Due to the ideal industrial set-up of Conroe, with
the location of the county seat, two railroads, and numerous
sawmills, it is no wonder that 1t became the leading city
in Moﬁtgomery County, Ey 1398 Conroe boasted twenty=four
business houses-~three ofwhich vere saloons, and three
hotels, all doinz a good'business.67 By 1900 Conrose led all
other towns in the county with a population of 1,009 peOple.53

Iike all fast growing towns, Conroe has had its
_share of epidemies and disasterss In October, 1377 Conroe
had a yellow fever epidenic, The fever became so alarming
that the state health department quarantined the whole
county, S0 many people were sick and dying that there were
hardly enough well people to bury the dead and attend the
sick, When the gquarantine was lifted an article apreared in
the local paper expressing the following sentiments of the. |
~ local citizens: ‘

All hands and the cook were made to feel extremely
glad Sunday, when the bulletin board announcsd that the
quarantine was raised to all Texas, It had been on for
a week, and our psople had been hemmed in without mail,
freigh% or cormunication of any kind, neighbors being
almost afraid to visit each other, DBusiness had grown
3o tame, that there was hardly anything for sale.
Another week of quarantine would have sent all to the

country and the town would have become depopulated. If
Dr, Guiteras had been in town ths boys could have had

67 Ibid., December 9, 1333,
63 Richarason, gpe eits, Vols III, p. 1123,
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fun furnishing a coat of tar and feathers.69

on November 15, 130% J. T, Rucks, County Judge,
i1ssued a declaration for an election to be held in the
Seller's Building in t.e town of Conrce on the 10th day
of December, 190%, to determine whether or not the inhabe
ftants of the town of Conroe wanted to be incorporated as
a municipal corporation.’® In December the election was
held ani the result was as follows:

e ¢ ¢ The returns of an election held on the 10th
day of December 1904%, to determine whether or not the
inhabitants of the territory herein after mentioned
and escribed, should be incorrorated for munieipal
vurposes in accordance with the general laws of the
State of Texas in reference to towns and citles of
more than ons thousnad inhabitants and examinatlon
thereof, and otherwise that sald election was in all
things hell and conducted in accordance with the laws
of the State of Texas, in refersnce theretc, and 1t
further aprearing from sail returns that there were
cast at siid election in all 105 votes of which 87
were ¢3st in favor of incorporation ani 18 against
giving a majority of 69 in favor of incorporation.

It 13 therefore renderedz adjudzed, decreed and
declared that the inhabitants of the hersinafter
described ani designatel territory are incorporated as
a municipal corporation and for municiral rurposes

the name of whic9 said corporation shall be "The City
of Conroe" ¢ « » 1

On January 25, 1905 an election was held to deteruins
the election of the city officials, Those that were electn

7 conroa ourier, October 22, 1337,

70 Commisasinonara Hinutés, Bogok 1902-1907, pe 334,
1
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vere Doctor Je. Fe Collief, Mayor, Re Co Herbert, City
Marshaly, We Ny Urquhart, D, Co Tharp, Pete West, John
Wahrenberger, and Jo Llewllyn, Aldermen.’2 )

" In June 1901 a fire swept through Conroe and prace
fically all of the business portion of the town was de-
stroyeds The town had hardly been rebuilt when another
fire visited 1t on February 22, 1911, Sixty-five places of
business were destro&ed.73 It has been stated by those who
remember the fire that adbout four buildings were all tpat
remained of the business section of town, They claimed that
vhile it seemed quite & hardship then, it has proven to be
one of the best things that ever happened to Conroce, for out
of the asheé of the calamity the determined citizens built
a new ¢ity of brick business houses, concrete walks, ani a
perfect watér snpply.7k

Ihe people of Conroe had voted bonds in 1910 to

erect a new school Suilding for twenty thousand dollars,
Tﬁe contract had been let before the fire had destroyed the -
town, and on the morning after the fire the contractor of .
the new school got off the train at the depot and to his
dismay looked across phe smoldering ashes where Conroe had

Loy i
72 Mo' p0*3—500
73 g nroe gO"lE;‘!‘, JV).I!%G 26’ 19130
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been, It i1s stated by ons of the eitizens that the con-
tractor asked if they still }ntended to build the school
building, He vas told by the citizens that they d4d} there-
fore a new brick school went_up right along with the new
.busingss houses.75 )

This building was the first brick school built
in Conroe, It was named the J. O. He Bennette Building in
honor of J, 0. He Bennette who.had served the school dis=-
triét as president of the Board of Trustees for seventeen
years, During his long tenure he contributed thousands of
dollars of his own money to help equip and finénce the
school system of Conroo.76 This building stood at the site
vhere the present day community center is now located,

In 191% the Delta Iand and Timber Company built a
mill in Conroe which was the second largest lumber manuface
turing plant in the South, and it was the most modern sawmill
plant in Texas.77 Another industry of Conroe along about
this time was a box factory organized.by 0. Le Alexander,
Conroe also had several crossetie mills, and when these mills
were operating in full bdlast and the crosse-ties were piled
high at the intersection of doth railroads a view from the

75 Personal interview of author with Hart Allison,
Conroe, Texas, May 11, 1352,

) 7% H, No. Anderson, "liistory of the Conroe ligh School"
(unrublished paper, Hulon N. Anlerson Collection), pes 2.

77 gonrog Ourier, June 30' 1933.
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air revealed 1nfboﬁ¥oe a ngchro§§.78 Tpése local mills
kept Conroe alive until oll was discovered in 1931,

Conroet's induatry stayed much the smae from arter the
first World War up to December 13, 1931 when George Strake,
a young oil oéperator from St. Louis, struck oil on the
Theodore “lade survey about thrae énd halg milas southeast

. of the town.79 A réport of the discovery was written in the

local paper as followss

- 011 excitement hit Conroe full force last week
following movements at Strake well east of Conroe that
have been interperted by oil men as opening a nev oil
field, size and extent of which 1s to be determined,

Mr, Strake has drilled a hole about 5,100 feet deep
on the Theodore Slade survey and has set casing, as~

sembled tools and he says he 43 preparing to try the
test by Saturday or Sunday.

011 men from Houston swarmed into Conroe and they
broadcast information that oil sand of at least 35 feet
had been struck, that a gas well of several million
feet capacity 13 pracg&cally sure and a new o0ll field is
a strong probvability.

Strake's vell 414 more ror COnroe than anything that
had happened in the history or‘the town., Overnight it
became a thriving metropolis of wealth, resembling more a
busy scene on the Stock Exchange floof, than a village

supported chiefly by the farming ani lumbering industries.

- 73 Ipid., April 8, 19324
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Literally thousanis of oil men came to Conroe from all parts
of the country, all eager to get a slice of the rich find
that Strake had made. In a short time the population of
Conroe had grown from 2,500 to a number estimated variously
from five to fifteen ;housgnd peOple.81 Every facility of
the town was taxed far beyond capacity. Tent cities and
mashroom additions were bdbuillt over night, Hotels were
crowded and hundreds were turned away to seek shelter in
louston and ether places. o

‘The streets of the yown.were thronged, parking

space was not to be had in the down town area, and at times
1t was very difficult to walk a10ng the sidewalks in the
business section., "Lease hounds" by the hundreds plled
their trade and d4id a lucrative business, Representatives
of major oil companies came, saw, and bought an interest in:
Conroe's field, Farmers who did not, under normal circume
stances, come to town over twice each month, were seen from
early morning until sunset in town, shoppring. Money had
been placed in their hands by the leasers so sudlenly and
unexpeé:edly, that-ﬁany of them were at a loss to know what
to do with 1t, So wany oil men were searching out cld deeds,
land traets, titles, and surveys that the courthouse was
swamped and people looking through records had to stand in

81 Loz cik.
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line and wait their turn. Hoarding in Conroe was a thing
of the past, for all those yho had anything to hoard took
it and bousht someLroyalty or a lease, Within a short time
i1t was hard to find a tract of land vithin ten miles of the
Strake discovery well that had not clanged hands at least
three times,52 o o

Conroe, unlike many of the other oil towns, did not
let the taxable oil property and newiy acquired wealth slip
through her fingers, :Immediétély'hér clvic-mindéd eitizens
took the opportunity to betteé their comrunity. New business
houses, schcols, post office, courthouse, community center,
and streets were built, Today, Conroe boasts of having more
paved streets than any city of its size in the United States,
It has a population of seven thousand thres hundred thirteen,
and unlike some of the qthef towns of the county, Conroe
seems destined to be here to stay.83

Security, Texas, was a sawnill town, and about all.
that remains today is the name. It 13 a community that has
suffered untold difficulties., Prior to 1910 Securlity was
callad Bennstte's in henor of Je Oy He Bennette who owned
a sawmill along thé Santa Fe railroad track. In 1710 the

82 conroe Courter, loc. cit.
83 Teras Almanse 1950, on. eit., p. 568.



102

Security land Company bought Bennette's holdings and the
community was renamed Security in honor of this company,
The Secur;ty Iand Comrany desired to develop the
vieinity, so the company sent land agents up North to sell

8l

to prospective ;mmigrants, sight unseen, land in the neﬁ
community. The agents, Jéhn‘Booth, We Eo Wrenn, and J. G
Bannagen traveled through the northern states and parts of'.
Canada, selling the land to almost a hundred famllies. The
agents had a patentedléales talk, for they described the
Security area as a Garden of Eden or a Hanging Garden of
Babylone The agents stated to the Northerners that about
Security vild oats grev shoulder high, wild cabbage two
feet across, ani a profusion of luscious citrus fruits,
grapes, and wildﬁfigs cou{Q pejpickéd the year around,
These igeqts producéd,picturps wnich ﬁéd been cut from mage
azines and enlargei; to give evidenéq.to their atofieé.
Each prospective 1mﬁigrant§ upon furchasing land, was given
a map and a piéture»bf'ﬁis'tfﬁct.as

The land agents also described to the immigrants
vhat to expect of the 0ld settlers at Security. The agents
pletured them as being un{iﬁ neighbors and advised the

1

A “% personal interview of author with lawsrence Mann,
Security, Texas, June 12, 1952,

85 Personal interiview of author with Dora Powers,
Security, Texas, June 13, 1952,
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irmigrants not'to associate with theﬁ; They stated that
the men were 80 lazy that they sat on their front porches
most of the timej gnd,¢occasion31§, went ‘'out and killed a
deer ér bear for meat, Thus the immigrants formed the
opinion that the Texans were quite ruzged people.86

In the winter of 1912 the new comers arrived at
Security on & long train with all their household belong=-
ings loaded in box cars. All the 014 settlers were gathered
around the depot with the intention of welcoming their new
friends to be, but to their surprise the erowd thit got off
the train seemed to be in a very haughty mood. With their
maps and plctures of their land in hand, tﬁey scattered
about the country slde searching for their "Gardeq of Eden,"
but ﬁo their disappointment all they founi was a low, grassy
swamp in a button willow thicket.87

One man had dbrought his dairy of firty fine milk
cows with the intentlon of grazing them on the wild ocats,
but he found no oats to graze, The woods had burneld off
the previous fall and kis cows almost starved that winter
for lack of green foliage. Dora Povwers, a citizen of
Security who came as one of the immigrants, stated that many

thought of turning the train around and going back North that

% Ioc. git.
37 Mann, loce git. . _ -
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very first day,23
It migh.t have been ‘well if they had departed im-
nedlately, because at’ the end of the next year and after
suffering untolded hardshiﬁé, due to their lack of familiarity
. with the new environment, they pooled their money and caught
the train back Nbrth. o '
The loecal citizens say that there was much contention
’between them and the "Yankees", Both sides were as 1nsn1t-
ing to each other as they could pollibly be. The citizens
laugh today in telling how they played a trick on the
A!ankees, by harvesting a part of their sweet ﬁotato crop
early and'causing the Northerne}s to lose all of theirs.
The Yankees watched the settlers closely, because they did
not know the farming methods of the area, Having followed
the example of the local farmers ﬁy digging their potapoes;
that vinter the newcomers saw thedr crop destroyed by
rotting.89
-Security at its zenith had ona hotel, several buse
iness houses, a barber shbp, ice cream parlor, post office,
school, depot, and a pépulation.of several hundred peoplo.9°

After the timber in the area was exhaustel the sawmills shut -

4

83 Powers, loc. cit.
89 1oc, cit.
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down, and wvhen state gignway 105 was constructed through
the county, it by-passed Security about two miles, causing
most of the residents to move, and today only a very fevw of
the citizens afe—left.

The community of Cut 'n Shoot, Texas 1s located in
the northeastern~cen:ral part of Montgomery County., It had
its umsal beginnihg.ani acquired its peculiar name in July,
1912, Prior to 1912 the Missibnar& Baptist, Hardshell
Baptist, and Methodist citlzens of the Cut 'n Shoot community
went together and built a combination church and school
housees They erected the structure with the understanding
that all denominations were privileged to preach there
axcebt the Mormons 'and Apostolics.91 This builiing was
called the Commnity House, because it was the place where
all the people ¢of the community met for their church and
social activities.

In July 1912, it happenel that a Preacher Stamps
of the Apostolie bellef appeared in the community, and
some of the local brethren invited him to hold a meeting
at the Commmnity House, Preaehgr'Stamps'seemed not to
have been a very reputable person, since it was claimed by
"some of the eitizens that he occasionaly visited saloons

51 Personal interview of author with Frank Flunk,
Cut 'n Shoot, Texas, June 11, 1952,
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and went dancing. When the people heard of Preacher
Stamps?! intention the community immedilately paired off into
two siles, those who thought the Community House should be
use for all denominations, and those who thought it should
be closed to the Apostolics, The ones who thought the house
should be open to all and who wanted to have Preacher Stamps
hold his meeting were the families of George A., King, L. He
Powell, Joe Thompson, Malecome Foster, and We A, Gandys The
onss wvho vere Opposed to the meeting wero the families of
Re Bs Mann, Re. Ce Mann, and A¢ Je Walker, 'Each side declared
their intentlonsj one claimed that it was going to have the
meeting ani the other c¢laimed that the meeting would not be
held. 92 ] ' .

On July 20, 1912, the day before the meeting was to
take place Re By Mann sent his son, Clark Mann, to the home
of Archie Vick, vho was one of the scﬁool trustees, to get
the Eeys, 80 that the doors of the building could be lccked,
When the Apostolic element heard of this move they quickly
informed the opposite side that they would break the doors
down if necessary, to gain entrance to the buildingj where=
upon R, By Mann saddled his horse and rode through the éom-
munity and notified the people to bring their guns to the

92 Personal interview of author with Charles Ate
kinsony Cut 'n Shoot, Texas, June 12, 1952,
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Comnmunity House the next day. The opx_:osite side heard of
this gesture and Joe 'rhompson' sadiled up and rode f.hrough
the communit:y to tell the people who vere sympathetic to-
ward his side to do tho same.93

On the morning (3 ¢ July 21 the group who wanted to
hear Preacher Stamps gathered at the Community House, They
had come in their wagons and and buggies and had brought thelr
lunches with the intentdion of ataying and having an all day
preaching and a dinner on the ground. Under their wagon -
and buggy seats they had their guns and knives rolled up in
quilts, On their arrival they found the door of the bullding
locked, and soon after the anti-Apostolic group arrived with
their ;reapons. This faction immediately inspected the door
"and.declared that the lock had been Jammed, whereupon all
grabbed their guns and a hot argument pursued between the
Kings and Manns, Whils the accusations of both sides flew
back and forth, Jack King, an eight year old son of Ceorge
King, became frightened at the disturbance and said, "I'nm
scared " "I'm going to cut around the corner and shoot
through the bushes in a minute z~9" Thus the name of Cut 'n
Shoot was coined,

Actually no cutting or shooting oacurrel that day.

93 Atkinson, log. clt. -

9 Personal interview of author with Jack King,
Conroe, Texas, June 12, 1952,
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The argumeﬁts continuel, however, and finally to avoild a
shooting scrare the followers of King withdrew to some
shade trees and Preacher Stamps delivered his sermon stande
ing on the ground while the citizens sat in their buggles
and waéons. After that a brush arhor was bullt near Joe
Thompson's house and Preacher Stamps held a protracted meete
ing there for the rest of the summer, Thompson's house was
near the mann's residence, and 1t hag deen stated that the
preaching was loud enough so that the Manns eould hear.95

The next day after the threateﬁed outbreak of violence
at the meeting house, on July 22, both sides appeared in
Conroe and indicted each other at the Justice of the Peacs
Court for disturbing the peace, assault, and the use of
obscens language; Both Re Ce Mann and George King were
tried and rined.96 The dispute was carried on between
the Kings and Manns for over a year, each indicting the
other on the smallest pretense,”’ '

In one of the trials Archie Vick was a witness, amd
upon being asked by iudge Ce Te Darby where the fuss had
taken place, Mr. Vick, who had not been at the scrape and not
knowing what to'call‘the,co?munity, since it d1a not have a

e >

'95 plunk; ov. git.

% Montgomery County Courthouse records, Justice of -
the Peacs Criminal Docket 1912, Pe 119

97 Mo, Pe '1500
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name, replied, ™I suppose you would call it the place where
they had the cutting and shooting sc:rape.“98 This wﬁs the
first iniication that the new community might be called Cut
'n Shoote At any rate, the name Cut 'n Shoot stuck to the
community, partly through the Jests of C. P. Thomas, who
always enjoyed telling his friends about the incident that
had occurred there.99

wa‘Caney, Texas was settled by Captain John Roberts
son in 1866, He built a grist mill, steam cotton gin, and
a genoral store on the banks of Caney Creek, Robertson's
settlement grew and soon he petitioned to the post office
_ department for a2 post bffice and sent in the name of Caney
for the places . There was Already a Caney, Texas} therefore
the post office department addedvtﬁo New to Caney and the
community tock the name of New Caney, Today, New Caney is
& savmill town of consideraﬁle'size.loo

Fostoria, Texas, formerly known as Clinesburg, 1s a
mill town named for thé,cwnsr of the Foster Lumber Company.
In the late 1800's the Arnold and Perkins Company built a
sawmill and soon they were bought out by the Foster Lumber

9 personal interview of author with Archie Vick,
Cut *n Shcot' Texas, July 10' 1952,

97 Atkinson, op. cit.
100 viex, ov. cite



" 110
Companys Fostoria is stiil ‘the site of one of the largest

sawmills in the county 101

Splendora, 'I'exas, in the 1330's was known by the -

_ name of Section Four, ' It acquired this name from the
narrow gauge Houston, East and West ’rexas Railroad. The
initials for this railroad wvere Ho Eq We To and the local
¢itizens mterperted them to mean "Hell Either Way Yon
Take It", and the requency of atations along its track
caused tho 1ine to be designated the "Cottontall Limited™,
because 1t vas claimed that the train stopped behind every
stump just like a rabbit, The name, Section Foﬁr, was
changed to Splendora by C. Cs Cox, wi;en he petitioned the

post office department for a post orrice.ma '

) }fagmln, Texas which i3 located in the western
part of Montgomery County, had a hard time in getting a
rame that would sticke In the 1850's the town went under
the name of Mink, since the particular site of the town was
in the early day known as Mink's Prairie, In 1902 the Ft.
Worth division of the International and Creat Norf;hern vas
built through the western end of the counti and the name
Mind was changed to Melton, in honor of Jim Melton, who at

10l Lg_g: clt.
102 104, cit. - S—
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that time had rather large land holdings in tha western part
of Montgomery c::unty. Soon this name wvas round to be fre-
qQuently confused vith thab of Milton, Texas, causihg cone
siderable difficulty in routing the mail, Ofﬁciala of the
railroad and the post office department discussed the matter
with the residents of Melton, and a decision was reached
to eall the town Magnolia, due to the fact that a great
many'magnolia trees grew in that vieinitye. 103

Other active towns ani communities of Montgomery
County today are Porters, bcbbin, Keezian, wiéginsville,
Granger, and Pinchurst, -

193 Conros Courter, April 8, 1932.
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CHAPTER VI
IMPORTANT EVEN?S, IS3UNS, AND PECPIE

Montgomery County contributed her share of partice
ipants in the early struggle for the Mefendénce of Texas,
In Nomember, 1835, the muniecipality of Washington, along
vith the munieipalities of Austin, Columbia, Matagorda,
Harrisburg, Mina, Gonzales, Vieaca, Nacogdoches, San
Augustine, Bevil, and Liberty, sent seven delegates to the
Consultation Convention for the purpose of forming a
provisional govermnent.l Tl}:.'ea of the delegates fronm
Washington, J’esse'arimes, Elljah Collard, and Willilam
Shepperd, later became citizens of Montgomery Countys

As for i;he Consultation, Montgomery County was well
represented by he‘ruture eitizens at the writing and signe
ing of the Declaratian of Indapondence of March 2, 1836,
Four of her pro:’.pective ¢itigens, namely, Charles B, Stewa.rt,
Jesse Grimes, George w.-Barnett, and B, B, Goodrich sizned .
the document, Charles B, Stewart had the honor of being the
first signer of the famous document. Stewart had, in 183%,
served as Secretary of the Supreme Court of Mexican Texas;
in 1835 he hsd served as Executive Secretiry and Clerk of

I Louis Je Wortham, A Ms*o of Texas (F'ort WOrtht
Wortham-Molyneaux Company, 192 ole 11, pe %03,
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Enrocllment of the permanent councll of the provisional
govermment which was held &% San Felipeqz-

In the spring of 1836, after the signing of the
declaration of independence, the newly appointed commandere
in-chief of the army, Sam Houston, sounded his call for
the men of the Republie to rally together to repulse the
advancing army of the Mexican President-General Antonio
Iopez de Santa Anna, Montgonery County's citizens were
among the first men to answer Houston's summonse. They
Joined his army and followed his leadership to and through
the battle of San Jacinto,

Some of the .men vho were in Houston's army and had
fought at the battle of San Jacinto, and who later became
eitizens of Montgomery County, rarticipated in practically
every category of his army, Serving in the artillery corps
were John M. Wade, Joserh Floyd, George Cumberland, and
Seneca legge John M, Wade had the honor of helping fire
the famouws Twin Sister eannon, It was l?ade's gun which
carried away the water buciket of the Mexican's long-nine.3

The men from Montgomery County who served in the

24, N, Martin, "A History of Montzomerv," (un-
published Master's thesis, Sam Louston State Teachers
College, Huntsville, Texas, 1950), Ps 79 ’

3 mexas Almamae for 1972 (Galvestons Richardson and
Company, s Pe 990 _
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cavalry corps under Mirabeau B, lamar vere Benjamin i"ort
Smith, Bugh Henderson, William 8, Taylor, and George W,
Mason.l“_ Matthew VW, Carﬁwright served under lamar in the
cavalry corps until his horse was killed unier him in a
skirmish with the‘ Mexicans the day before the main battle.
Hle then jJoined the company that had organized from Montzomery
County, let by Captain William Ware.5 _

In the First Regiment, Texas Volunteers, commanded
by Colonsl Edward ”urleéon, the men who served from Monte
gomery County were William H, Wood, Captain of Company A,
James Greenwcod, James Re Pinchback, and Joseph Rhoies,
yrivates .6

Enlisted in COmpény C of the ‘same regiment were
privates Jefferson Barton and Thomas P, Davy, and in Company
K, privates James Connor and E., Be Halstead from Hontéomery
COunty.7 ‘ |

All of the Secohd Company of the Second Regiment,
Texas Volunteers were from Montgomr& County. Joseph Le
Bennett was Lieutenant-Colonelg William Ware, Captaing
Jacob S, Collard, First m.ei.aténant; George A, lamb, Second

& Wortham, __2. g;&. VO].. III, pp. ‘4'37"!""‘00

"% Texas Alzanic 1972, locs elks -

6 Wortham, O, g&o’ po,‘l-hlc , . .

7&_’4.' PPe Weladili3, : - . - - .
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lieutenantj Albert Gallatin, First Sergeanty William C,.
Winters, Seecond Sergeantj Joln F. Winters, James W, Winters,
Cristoval Cdenburg, Lewis Cox, Matthew W, Cartwright, G. W,
Robinson, Ge We Lawrence, William Cartwright, John Sadler,
James Wilson, James lD_eritt, Matthew Moss, and Jesse Thomas
were privates in the Second COmpany.a

He Re Williams and Edward Gallager served as privates
in the Third and Fourth Companies of the Second Regiment,
respectively.9 .

The men in the Sixth Company, Second Regiment from
Montgomery County were James Gillaspie, Captaing Matthew
Finchy First Lieﬁténant; Joﬁn Montgozery, Andrew Montgomery,
Alphonzo Steele, Rc.»blart -ﬁeﬁry, end Elijah Votaw, privates 10

James Collard, Jonathan Collard, Ben C, Franklin,
Phillip Cs Martin, and James Powell from Montgomery County

were in unidentified companiés '11

Soon after Montgomery County was created congress
took into consileration the need for a permanent location

for the seat of government., On Wednesday May 9, 1338 in an

8 Inta., ppe WWANS,

9 Ibid., ppe W56,

10 .E.’ai;g Pe W47,
11 ve4,, pe WUS,
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ad journed sesgioq of .the Second Congress which had met at
Houston, the president of ‘the Senate appo'inted William J,
Russell, Jo Do Rains, and Albert C. Horton on a committee
to inform the House of Representatives that the Senate
would meet them in the representative hall that evening at
half past three o'clock in compliance with their resolution
for the purpose of selecting a suitable site for a permaneﬁt
location of the seat of governmetxt:.12 After the committee
from the Senate informed the House the Senate proceeded, at
the time agreed upon, to the hall of the representatives and
wvent into a joint session with the House to select a site
for the future seat of govermment.

When the question was put before the meeting, motions
vere in order for the suggestions and the procedure began.
George Sutherland suggested Eblin's league on the Colorado
Rj.ver.l3 Je We Burleson sugzgested the town of Bastrop on
the Colorado River, Robert Wilson suggested Black's Place
in Montgomery Countys Thomas J, Cazley suggested the c¢ity
of Houston in Harrisburg County. Anson Jones of Austin
County suggested the town of San Felips on the Brazos River,
John Boyd suggested the town of Nacogdoches in Nacogdoches
T 12 sourmals o the Senate of The Revubliec of Texas,
Adjourned Session of the Second Congress (loustons Telegraph
Power Press, 1833), pe 52.

13 Ibiley pe 530
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County. Robdert Wilson suggested Groce's Retreat in Monte
gomery Countys S. He Everitt suggested the town of Comarnche
on the Colorado River, Anson Jones suggested the Mound
leagus in Washington Countys Thomas J, Gazley withdrew his
sugrestion for the eity of Houston.ll’

‘After the suggestions had ceased & vote was taken to
determine the choice rof'the capital site, When the ballots
‘were counted it was found that Eblin's league on the Colorado
River was first with nineteen votes and Black's Flace in Mont=
gomery County was second with five votes, The i'est of the
votes wvere scattered for the other suggestions, The vhole
mmber of votes cast were fortye-three, but the necessary
majority for a selevtion had to be twenty-two.ls

The speaker declared that Ebliht's lLeague did not
have a majority of votes, sc he declared that there was nro
choice and the two houses proceeded to a seconl vote, At
the end of the second count ,Eblin's league was first again
with twen.t‘y:-seven votes and Black's Place second with ten
votes.lg Eblints Léague on the COIO:ado River had the majore
ity there fore it wus selected over Black's Place in ﬁont-
gomery Countys The speaker.announced that Eblin's League

IR

Joce c1%e
15 Ioc. git.
16 Iﬁi- cit.
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was duly chosen as the site for the future location of the
seat of govcrmnent.]'?

The political importance of Montgomery County was
iniicated the fact that two places from Montgomery County
vere suggested for the capital site, one of which ranked
secord in the votinge It 1s also notoworthy that Montgomery
County had one of the most thickly populated areas in the
Republic at this time, |

Another important event that Montgonery County took
part in was the expedition against General Adrian Woll in
1342, Mexican forces had been giving the new Republic of
Texag considerable troudble ever since Texas had won her
independences Previous to Woll's invasion, a father from
Alabama, in 1340, wrote to his son at Montgouery and expressed
gladnes’s that Mexican depredations had ceased for that year,
He also asked for information concerning Texas. Part of his
loetter is quoted as followss

o I am glad to find as your health improves
the Rawhead and Bloody dones in Texas vanish, and
shall not be surprigsed if in your next letter you say,
"ra come ahedd and don't wait 12 months longer as here
is a fine prospect for you to make your fortune and
enjoy your health and better, far better soclaety for

1ntelligence at least than ¢zan e found around Pond
Mountain.4

— -

17 Toee cite
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e o o Solf govermment by our recent example is

fully guaranteed to Texas and thousands of our most
virulous and henoradle citizens will soon find their
way into that most inviting Republice. By this time

you ought to know what counties are increasing fastest
in vealth and population and where I would have the
best chance to school my childiren., I am 4nduced to
Ehink 1a Grange in Fayette County will be a thrifty

OWlle

e « » Read the Constitution of Texas carefully and
compare it with our U, S. ¢r Alabama constitution and
cay 1f 1t smells of %bgrm as it should, or whether the
land monopolists will have sufficent influence to convert
it into en African Colony as our own unfortunate states
are., GCOD FOR2RID, Suffer none but bonifide emigrants
to bring in slaves and 4t will be the happlest country
under the sun, The profits of capital would soon be
invested in railroads, mamufactories, ani the creation
of towns, the invariable symbols of wealth and inlepende
ence, In your next speak of the towns at the mouth of
each of tha three prineipal rivers and how far boats
can and run.up each of theme I must live the balance
of my time near some lively trading town where I can
get papars to read and men, not fools to talk with + + »
Everybody is giving {gxas 1’;he rreference over all other
new countries, o+ ¢ o

The “xawhead and bloody bones®™ had not disappeared
entirely, for within the next two years the Mexlcans dealt
Texas & lot of troubles IThings came to a head, however,
vhen on September 11, 1842, while the district court was in
session at San Antonlo, General Adrian Woll and a forece of
infantry, cavalry, and artillery, about fourteen hundred

strong, appeared beforp the town and demanded 1ts surrender.19

13 Istter of Rathaniel Davis to Hat llart Davis,
November 15, 1340, in 4diison Collection.

19 Wortham, op. _‘:&0, Vole IVy Do 9.
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News of the 1nggrsion soon reached ﬁho executive, Sam
Houston, and orders wvere 1ssued by him to the Texas militia
west of the Drazos River to repaiy to the point of attack
and to the militia east of that river to hold themselves in

. readiness until further instructions. Brigadier-(eneral

A+ Scmervell, the senlor officer of the western militia was
ordered to report to the frontier and take the commandozo

On October 13, while the Mexicans still stayed 4n
Texas, a further and special order was issued to Ceneral
SOmefvell directing him to seleet an eligible point for a
rendezvous, and proceed to the organization and drill of
all such volunteers as ghould report to him, He was further
directed to establish his camp some distance from San
Antonio and 1f necessary to cross the Rio Grande to pursue
the Hexicans.21

To increase the army for this expedition to Mexico,
President Houston ordered ocut two reginents of militia
east of the Braszos River, One reziment from Montgomery
County was under Colonel Joserh L, Bennett, who had been in
the battle of San Jacinto, and another from Washington County

was under Colonel Jesse B. McCrocklin, Both groups in due

H Yoalum story of Texas (Féw Yorks Je¢ He Red-
fi.1a Cum“n,, ..3553 %@I. %f—n. v

- 2L 1h14,, pe 367

- -



121

jo
&

time proceeded to Gonzales, the rgndé;vous point.22
The order calling out the Montgomery County militia
is quoted as followss
3rd. Regimenﬁ Attention 11}

Head Quarters East Bank Guadalupe
Gonzales, *october 15th, 1342

Additional Order
¥aje Re Smithers:

Dear Sirst « You are hereby ecommanded to order into
service the remainder of the lst and 2nd classes of the
Regiment of Montgomery County forthwith, to join my come
mand now rendezvoused one mile north—west of Gonzales
but will march in a few dzys for some other point wesl
You will take command of, and march the troops in haste
You will get such sugplies of beef as the hospitality of
the good citlzens will furnish, and receipt for the
s8ame,

Fvery confidence is assured me that the expedition
will be carried on with that discipline and subordina=-
tion so anxiously wished for, and recommenied by his
Excellency Sam Houston, to renumerate the tried pva=-
triotism and promptness of the citizens of Texas.

Ammunition will be funishede-news from every quare
ter of the country assures ugs that the 2nemy 1s collect=
ing rapidly on the waters of the Nueces, and that spies
under Wollfs command have lately been recognized in the
towvn of San Antonio,

To be successful it will require a force of 1300 or
2500 men. The citizens of this section of the country
are kind and hospitadle and rejoice on our arrival,
Beef in abundance, We shall take up the line of march
in 12 days for the enemy,

Dispatches of an earnest character have already been

22 y, H, Browvn ate Texas (St, Loulss Becke
told and Company, 1393) g%‘?zo <13, Pe 2336
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delivered to the counties of the West and South of ionte
gomery$ and be assured that the law with all my influence
will rest on the gshoulders of all the defaunlters, I am
full szgisfied there 13 a formidable enemy East of the
Rio Urande,

You vill be required to report to me immedlately on
your arrival at Headquarterse~and particularly all
deserters, On your arrival at the town of Montcorery
Ee¢ We Cawthorn, who 1is acting and aiding the march of
the 3rd Resiment yet in the rear, under ny order of
23rd of Sent., 1842, will report to you the mumber fore
warded, those sick and wholly unable to bear arms and
the No, of the Beat of their present residence,

You will require all to furnish themselves with §
daysigiovisions, and 100 rourds of ezminmation if
poss 8

Je Le Bennott, Col, Command:lng ’
3rd, Rege 2n1 Brig., Texas M,

nlorsed: Sanm llouston
Washington, 13th Ostoter, 1342,

The remainder of the troops of the lst and 2nd
classes of the 3rd Regiment, Montgomery County, are
heredy commanded to report at Whiteside's near the Brazos,
and be realy to march from that point for the West, on
Thursday morning, the 27th inst. in accordance with the
above order.

. Rs Smithers, Major,
. " - 3r4 Reg. 2n5 Trige Toxas M23
" ‘Montgomery Cty,s Texas, Octe. 19, 1342,

The men from Montgomery County under Major Smithers

reported to Colénol Bennett at the place which had been
designated, After reporting the men had to walt some time L

Ry Smithers, commanler of Third Regiment of Montgomery
County, Texas Militia, October 15, 1342, in Sam Houston
Memorial Museum,

23 Original order of Colonsl Je Le Bennett to Major

L 2 & 4
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before the other companies arrived, Due to waiting for thse
other volunteer companies, getting them organlized into a
regluent, anl electing of regimental officers, there was cone
slierable delay. lany of the men grew impatient and the
militia regiment of MeCrocklin, and the greater portion of
Bennett's militiamen, under various excuses and pretenses,
returned homa, 2"’ |

The comand to march vas finally given by General
Somervell, and Colonsl Bennett alonz with-the men left from
Montgomery County, proceaded to the Rio Grande in chase of
the MYexican forcess They reached the Rio Jrande and after
much dalliance on the part of General Socmervell, many of the
men became disgusted with Somervell's leoadership, ani conten=-
tion ran high to go home, Somervell felt the dissatisfaction
among his men, s0 on December 11 the followinz actions
were takenp - o .

o Next mo Somervell paraded the men and
sai:l an who desirel to return homs could honoradbly
do so; but that he desirel all vho wvere willing to
follow him down the river and that he would cross -
below and chastise the enemy who had 80 devastated our
frontiere Tha result was, no one having much faith,
that Cols Bennott anl a few men yet following his 1ead
with Captains Jercme Be &and E. 3. Ce RObertson, with
their companies, in all about two hundredzgen, ’ returned
home via San Palricio and Vietoria. ¢ s o

The regiments from Montgomery County returned homej

2y Browny One Si%es Do 23%,
25 Ibiley pe 233,



2
therefore they 411 not suffer what befell the men who stayed
and foucht at the battle of Mier,’

9

Hontgomefy County took an active part in the annexa-
tion iasue of 184Y%, - ‘Early in the year the town of Monte
gomery held a mass meeting for the purpose of annexing
Texas to the United States. An outline of the meeting
followss

Montgomery, Texas, May 10, 1845,

Dre Eo¢ Jo Arnold presiled at a mass meeting held
here to annex Texas to the United States,

Je Ms Wade acted as secretaryj Dre Charles B,
Stewart delivered the principal adiress,

On the resolution committee weres Ben Rigdby, N. H,
Davis, H, McSuffin, G W, Mason, J. M. Levis, wWillis
I.andrxma‘SB. Je Ranikin, “harles R Stewart, and Raleigh
Rogers.

The annexation resolution passed the United States
Congress and the notice of this action was received by
President Anson Jones of Texas, Cn May 15, 1845 Jones called
a convention of sixty-ons delecates to meet at Austin on July
% to decide what resposne the people of Texas should make
concerning annexation and a new constitution.27

The nmumber of delegates sent from each county was

based upon the mumber of votes cast in the recent election,

" 26 Hewspaper elipping, May 10, 1845, in Adiison Collece
ONe

27 Dudley G, Wooten story of
' of Texas (Dallass Texas
History Company, 1399)y Pe 3004
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Fach county wag entitled to at least ona delegat;a. The
counties entitled to more than two delegates wereg Monte -
gomery four, llarris three, Nacogdoches three, Red River
three, Harrison three, and Washington three.as

The convention met on July % anl remained 4in session
until August 27, during ';thich time it framed & new constitu=
tion for the State of 193:&3 and e;ccepted the terms of an=-
nexatien offered by the United States.2? Ona of the four
delegates sent to the annexation convention by Montgomery
County was Charles B, Ste:vraro3°

Whils the necessary procedures for annexation were
being carried out, Sam Houston, a great advocate for state=
hood, was busy lobbylng and scouring about the different
states while making speeches for annexation, In Greensboro,
North Carolina, Sam Houston made a apeech and a brother of
one of Montgomery's citizens describel tho speech in a
latters The letter was delivered to Montgomery by Sam
Houston, himself, and 1s quoted as ronws.:

A favorable opportunity presents of writing you by

Gen, liouston, 1lle has this day made a speech here on
the subject of Texas, He is a happy speaker and ime

L

3
Ts Ce Richardson, Fast Texis: Its History and Its
Malaps (Nw.Yoz.'k; Lowls Historl ublishing Company, 1940),
GGIo i, Pe 137

7 vooten, Joc. eite . . -

30 Iouis W Ke .
o Kempy Tha Sinanerg of the Texas %eclagagg,og
§f Inievenience (Houston:mﬁie anson Jones Press, 1’ s Do
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pressed us all very favorably of his talents and also
of his motives on the annexation of Texas, I ama
strong believer novw in annexation, at least so far as
feeling is concerncd, If thers be such a thing as
destiny and comming events cast thelr shadows before,
me thinks that state will be my abdieting places Seversl
gentlemen of this neizhborhood speak of visiting Texas
this winter, If the company 138 made I think I shall
Join them, I am not fit by situtation to get along by
the side of wealthy men wvho will buy the best lands at
blz prices, thus exclules me vho have not the cash and
who wont run in debts ¢« ¢« ¢ Heard Gen, Houston today
and he 13 enthuslastic for TexaS. ¢ o ¢ -

Ps 8¢ I recd, your letter of Auge. John MecDaniel
wants to know if you know anything of Douglass who ran
from this eountry with property and leaving debts minus
some hundreds and is since reported dead, How long
after a man moves to Texas gifore he can be compelled
to pay debts to foreigners? .

On October 13, 1845, the voters of Texas approfed
both the terms of snnexation and the state constitution,
The constitutlion was accepted by the United States Congress,
and President.Polk on December 27, 1845, signed the act

that made Texas ons of the United States of Americao32

~ Shortly after ﬁhe reconstruction pericd, following the
Civil War, a foud between the towns of Montgomery and Willis
occurred, which lasted sixteen years. The issue grew out of
an attempt on the part of Willis to get the county seat moved
from Montgomery to its site. Willis had newly become & raile
road town with a rapid increase in population. It had rushe

31 letter of Stephen Davis to Nat Hart Davis, September
17, 1845, in Addison Collection.

32 Wooton, ons &itey Pe 306,
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roomed up over night by taking the business of the near by
tova of Danville andi many of those from Montgozery. Since
Willls had increased in population so much many of its civie
minded c¢itizens thought that 1f the county seat could be moved
to Willis it would be in & short while the leading town in
the countye. Another reason given was the c¢laim by the
people of Willis tha"c' Montgomery was not nsar enocugh to the
center of the county to make it convéniént'for the citizens
on the east side ot'the county to transacf county business,
Montgomery looked upon Willis?! efforts to get the county
geat as a radical z"econstmction movement, & rape of an
institution which had been her birthright, and a plain front
for a few to get rich by tlie business that & county seat
would dring .33

The beginning of the feud was in 1373 when the
citizens of Willis petitioned the governor regirding the
removal of the county seat to the town of Willis, The
petition sent by the pecpls to the governor read as follows;

is ab:mt.: ‘5,8 ?ge%yb%?;h :'ge:h:ztgh: ;e;ggg gguﬁtagdxouio
oach s4ds of Fall ani on Pl atosy one mAln hAll or
B e e T R R e T
Worne

The 421l is only about § years o0ld, A complete

-

33 Personal interview of the suthor with Mrs, J. B.
Adiison, Montgomery, Texas, July 8, 1952.



123

fallure, insecure 23 we are ready to prove. Every
crminai who expects to"be hung or go to the penw
itentiary, unless closely guarded, goes out, to wit:
Alexandar Baugh for murder and bpunnan for murder

anl otherse The protestants say $25,000 or {30,000
will be needed to remove Court house and jail archives
ete, from Montgomery to Willis, The great obiect of
this 1s to:infalme the mind of tho. Psople on the subje
of tgation ard expense and the finiancial ruin of the
countye

b1o§§a‘&“’3§e§u€§h ?c;:e ggg tggea;rﬂawgrggt\%g%geﬁs 2

Rail Road, a beautiful location and for which Blocks 3

sald company could readily realize the sum of §2,000, ¢ «

By the middle of the next year the matter hald becoxe

serious for the people of Montgomery decause the citizens
of Willis petitionsd the Cormissioners Court in July for
an election to be held to determine if the courthouse should
stay in Montgomery or be moved to Willis. The court considered
the petition and announced that an election would be held on
August 25, 137%,3% hen the election was held and the returns
counted by E4 Ae Linton, the preslding Jjustice, he found that
there had deen six hundred forty-six votes cast for Montgomery
and seven hunired eighty~eight votes cast for Willis .36
Linton declared that Willis did not have the two-thirds
majority necessary to carry the electioni therefore, he

certified that the county seat remain at Montgomery,

3% Memérial Petitions, 1373, in Texas State Archives,
Number 1

35 Hontgonmery Cmmtx Courthouse Records, Comissioners
Courg Minutos, Book Ay pe

36 ;ogtgme;_*z s, Willls in the Sunren Court at
Calveston, January te%n‘:, iS oﬂe%'&v T e Crave
ordy Conroe, Texas, De 3e
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When the opposita side hear:i'ot this ¢lever mansuver
by those suppcrting the cause of l-!ontgowery, they immediately
claimed that a two-thirds majority vas not needed but merely
a majority, eo they scted accerdir"’hn )

That on the return day of said election and after
the Presiding Justice, Linton, had fairly inspected,
estimated, counted, recorded determmed and declared
the resul% of the election and given the certificate
in favor of the town of Montb'Omery, ons A, Richards,
De Ae¢ Wirgins, and B, He Nash, being three other justices
of said county without warrants of law and without said
Presiding Justlce illerally assumed and pretended to
mest togother as a County Court, and issued & pretenled
certificate in favor of the tcwn of Willis, and issued
an order for the removal of the county sea! of sald
eounty, from the town of Montgomery to Willis, together
with. the reggrds, etc., by the l4th of September,
137%0 o o o

The ¢itizens of Montgouery protested bit;terl,y over

- the methods used by the unauthorized presiding justices,

They considered that the election was a fraud anl decided to

let the courts determine the ocutcome so the citizens f£iled
| charges agalinst Willis, The case finally went to the Texas

Supreme court which had econvened in Galveston. '
Willis disi‘egarded this procedure and went ahead to

make plans to transfer the county records and to select a

~ courthouse site, By September 30, 1874 some of the county

officials, those who were citizens of Willis, were meeting
at the new 1oca.t16n.‘ The commissioners court met withous

37 10e. git.
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the records, because Montgomery had refused o give them up,
end maje plans to solect a gite in Willls for the eourt-
Louse, The following actlon was recorded in the minutes:

Vhereas, 1t having come to ths knowlelge of the

County Court of Montzomery County now in session in
the Town of Willis the County Seat of sald County,
through Mre Je Bs CGeorge Attorney for the I, & Go s Re
Res Cos that s2id Co. proposed and agreel in event of

. the County Seat of Montgomery County being removed to
the town of Willis to donate &nd convey to said County
cortain Blocks or parcels of land withlin the corporate
‘1imits of the Town of Willls (to wit) EBlocks 21 & 22 and
such other lots as said Co. may see proper tozgonvey for -
the purposs of erecting pudblic dulldings ete.

Enouzh of the records were stolen from llontgomery to
earry on the County'!s business in Willis, and by October
the cormissioners made plans for constructing a courthouse,
Thoy aunthorized the pro temnore presiding Justice, A. -
Richards, to receive plans, proposils, and estimates for
the bdullding of a courthouse in the town of Willis to be
not less than fifty feet square and two stcriles high.39

Matters hal become s8¢ involved by the end of the
year that ths Texas 3tate Legislature had to pass & special
act to designate whers the distriet court would be held for

the coming year, The act that the legislature passed 1s

ooy

33 Commissioners Court Minutes, on. cltey pe 6o
39 Mo' Pe 61, '
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~as followss

Whereas, Litigation i3 now going on to determine
vhether the town of Montgomery, or of Willis, is the
county site of Montgomery coun%y; and Whereas, The
racords of said ecounty have been movod from the town of
Montgomery, heretofore the county site of said county,
to Willis; and Whereas, It is proper to removs all
doubts about the validlty of julicial preceedings, had
in said county during the pendency of the litigation or
controversy about the county site thereof} therefore,

Section 14 Be 1t enactel by the legislature of the
State of Texas, That the sheriff of Montgomery county
is authorigzed and required, and it is made his duty, to
imiediately move or caused to de moved, all the records
of said county from Willis to the town of Montgomery
and to deliver, or to cause them to be delivered to tne
ggoper and lepgal custody of the officers entitled to

OMe

Sec¢s 2o That the terms of the district ani county
courts of said county shall be held at, and all officers
(offices) required to be kept at, and all sales required
to ba made at county sites, shall be mads at the town of
Montgzomery, until it 1s legally determined that some
other place is the county site of said countys

» & & & &P e & & & & L s 0 & &6 & & ¢ " s O 0

Approved 3annary 29th: i875.

In compliance with the act, on April 15 the records
were moved back to Montgomery, and the Willis paper reported
the inoident as follows: :

The County Records were moved from Willls back to
Montzomery, on Monday laste Judge Masterson, dissolved
the_inauncgion, restraining the Officers from removing
the records in accordance with an act of doubtful con=

- stitutionality worded through the Legislature by Dre -
Ce Be Stevart, just before that body adjournedj notwithe
0 m, Py N Gammel, The laws of Texss, 1322-1397

(Austing The Gammel Book Company, 1893)y VOLe VIily Ps 605e

v
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atandiﬁi the matter was peniing before the Supreme
Court.

In May 1879 the court had disregarded the act and cone
tinued to hold its session in Willis for, E. A Linton, Chief
Justicé’, f1led a protest against the court being held in
Willis .‘*2 The feud went on through the years 1876 and 18377,
each town insisting that it had the right ot be considered
the county seat. The county records were changed back and
forth so often that some of the officials got them and
guarded them in their homes .‘*3

The case which had been peniing in the Supreme Court
wvas £inally reached on its agenda and the decision wvas
decidpd in Montgomery'!s favore, The people of Willils inme
mediately circulated another petition for another election,

One of the Willisites vho held the offlce of the
County Judge wrote a friend concerning the controversy and
pending election. The iptter 4s quoted as followss

" o sAS to the subject matter of your letter I
think you have been misinformed.

1ste I know of no probable candidates (democratie)
for any important county office, and if there !s any
such beast in existance I know not what trail 1t will
follow in this c¢ourthouse matteres ‘I have no political

** Willis Observer, April; 20, 1375,
L2 Commissioners Court Minutes, on. gits.y P 81.
43 Addison, loc. cit.
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affiliation with that party, nor ever expect to and then
for I am in the dark as to any of their ultimate designs,
except a3 to those in your delictable little village and
there as I have been informed, will cling, in all events,
to their bulldozing tacties,

2nd, Mr, Harrell and myself are not hoping anything,
at least I am not, When this movement began we both
agreed that if we took any active part in the matter the
damned, infernal, disgraceful old war-whoop of the Mont-
gomery bulldozers would be shouted forth over the coun=
try "down with 1t, 1t is a d--=-d radical trick etc. etc,."
And so I have done nothing so far except to sign the
petition for an election and perhaps casually converse
with a8 friend in quiet manner about the subject.

Of course an election will ba had at no distant day,
but as I am not one of the managers I have made no cale
culations in figures as to the probable results, nor do
I know wvhat those are which may have been made %y gentle=-
men who can speak of the matter with more impurity than
I cean, If the colored people of your precinct and the
wvhite Greenbackers unite and vote together for the B, 3.
i. e, Montgomery, 1t will be a clear race, or if the mass
of the colored people either stay at home and not vote
at all, or go and poll their ballots for right and juse
tice Ghen wWillis will have an easy go of it, But how
2ll this will be wvhen the time comes to test it I know
not. could canvass your precinct and Willis precinct
in 3 or % days and come pretty near guessing the result,
but oh my Godl I have no idea of such an adventurej I
would Jjust as soon unlertake to canvass the hunting
grounds of the Ute Indians, '

Yourself, Lintons, Dan Wamack, John Ferguson, Dave

. Carrol and friends that you may be adbe to gather around
you will, which ever way you go, if you work together and
are active, in my opinion, control the result, for that
will be taut amount to an absolute consolidation of the
golored vote west of the San Jacinto river and give the
rmud hole another five years lease of rascality unwhipped.

To be candid with you, the center has heen and is now
my individual preference and I would readily unite with
any party in an effort to get the county seat there,

1st, it 1s the place where, is Jjustice to all the people
of the county and the counﬁy seat ought td'S%. 2d§7igﬁi



13%

therefore no reasonable person could object to it, 3rd,
I would put an ever lasting quietus to this disagreeable
and unprofitable contentiousness between Montgomery and
Willis, and would not we be glad of that? UWth. the nec-
essary buildings could be erected at less cost etcy and
many others. :

But nothing can be done in that direction without
cooperation with Montgo:nery. i

However," one thing 1is certain- that, whoever has any
aspirations to any county office at the next election,
hal better keep his eyes open, and damned wide at that,
for if every county convention which may be held this
year "aint" chock full of bolters it will surprise me.
Another theing is certaln, the Creenbackers stick
together with this especial motto %Fair elegtion-no
intimidation" they can easily elect thelr entire ticket.
Division on any sﬂﬁject will renler reorganization
inmpossibles ¢« o

The petition was considered by the court and an elec-~

tion was called to be held on April 2, 1830, Both towns
solicited every possible vote and all methods know to
politics and politicians were used in an endeavor to win

the election, Many non-resident voters were brought in by
both towns from other counties to ensure victory, When the
votes were counted they were watched closely by the officilals
from both towns, To the chagrin of Willis, at the end of
the enmeration of the ballots Montgomery had 1,308 votes ‘
and Willis had 1,243 votes .‘*5 Montgomery had a majority

of sixty-five votes which again enabled her to snatch the

¥ tetter of J, M. Lewls to Jo Re Davis, January 9,
1380, in Addison Collection,

4 ' :
5 Commissioners Court Minutes, ops cit., P+ 366,
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county seat away from Willis,

Willis 414 not give up the fight, however, for she
walted anxiously for nine more years before she again saw
her chance to get even with her oli rival, Montgomery, By
1339 there was a new town in tha county which was becoming
rather important, The railroad-sawmill town of Conroe,
like W1l11s, wished for the county seat, Through the
instigation of Willls, Conroe c¢irculated a petition for an
election, On May 6, 1337 an election was held and with the
combined vote of Conroe, Willis, and Leonidagj Conroce won
the election by a majority of sixty-two votes,

Willls did not get the county seat but her vengeance
vas satisfled in that Montgomery did not keep it. Today there
is 8till a felling of contention between the 0ld residents of
both towns, each side claiming that the other used illegite
imate tactics in the elections,

BICGRAFHICAL SKETCHES

Most of the following biographical sketches of men
of Montgomery County represent veterans of the Battle of
San Jacinto. It is to be regretted that numerous individuals
who played a prominent part in the history of this section
had to be omitted for mahy eould not be included due to
limitations imposed by gbe scope of this thesis, Those

P
o \
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selected have been chosen because of the role they played
in events which occurred in the fight for freedom from
Mexice.

He Richard Williams who lived near Danville was a
native of Georgia, He came to Texaé about 183% and was in
the whole of the Dexar campaign in 1839, He was in Captain
John M. Eradley's company, and was severely wounded by a
canister shot which struck a pistol at his side, thus saving
his life., His accident occurred in what is known as the
Grass Fight which happened just in sight of San Antonio,
near the old grave yard west of the city. Williams rehained
until the ecity was taken, and he was ready for duty again
by the time of the battle of San Jacinto. Ie fought in
the third company of the #econd regiment while in the San
Jacinto battles He was ai%o in another eampaign subsequent
to the battle of San Jacintp, .

In 1342 he marched wifh volunteers from Montgomery
against Adrian Woll's Mexi¢am forces, but due to a severe
attack of sickness he was helayed along the way and th:;e-
fore escaped the fate thyt tell‘to the Mier prisoners,

Jonathan, Jacob, ‘and; James Collard came to Texas in

1834 and sttled near manyille. They were born in Missouri,
J h

ks
)

4 moyas _;g%rag 18 2 (G lvestons Richardson and
Companyy 1572)y Py 99.

— e — — Y
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and Jonathan was the oldest son of Colonel El1jah Collard,
wvho was a nmember of the Consultation that convened in San
Felipe in 1335, Jonathan, Jacob, and James served in campaigns
prior ani subsequent to the San Jacinto battle.h7

Matthew Cartwright was a native of Alabama, and
removed with his father and family to Texas about the year
1333, He was, for a time, & mess mate of J He hepperd in
the campaign at Bexar in 1335 while serving in Captian Joe
L, Bennatt's companye. The army at Bexar was under the
command of General “ustin, When the call was made for
volunteers to make a reconnaissance up river, and look
out a place for the troops to encamp nearer the enemy,
Cartwright turned out and was ons of eighty-two raw Texans
vho, under EBowie and Fannin, severely drubbed the Mexican
infantry and cava;ry by killing ani wvouniing a hundred and
twenty and inflicting a defeat that dampened Mexican courage
for the remainler of that campaign. “artwright was compelled
to return home before Bexar fell, and his next service was
in Captain J. M. Wade's company in 1336 until that company '}/,
was incorporated with others before the battle of San Jacinto:
He joined the cavalry which was commanded by lLamar and in
an engagement on the evening defore the battle of San Jacinto
he had his horse killed from under him, He Jjoined the second

* Log. cit.
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company which was made up of Montgomery County men and
fought in the battle as an infantry-man,8 -

John Marshall Wade was born in New York in 1815, His
mother was a dlood cousin to the fenowned Irish orator,
Henry Grattan., Wade cQ&e to Texas in 1335 ani resided at
Montgomery until the call was made for volunteers to meet
the invaders under Santa Ann;;'.wade immediately got up a
small company in Montgomery and joined Sam Houston at
Gonzales, Most of his men disbanded, or were incorporated '
with other commands, but he continued with Houston's army
during the retreat. He joined the artillery and with
kindred spirits worked ons of the Twin Sister cannon at
San Jacinto,. It was his gun that carried away the vater
bucket of the Mexican long-nins and 4id other damages

John Wsde came home a few weeks after the battle,
but he again got up a company around Montgomery and joined
the Texas army, then under Rusk, at Victoria. After the
Mexican army had made its exit from Texas, Wade returned
home ready to respond to the e¢all of his adopted country,
He turned out again in 1842 against Woll, but fortunately
he did not cross the Rio Grande.*d

In the 1872 Texas Almanie John Marshall Wade gave the

"3 Lo, eit.
‘*9&900 .



139
following account of himselfs

I came to Texas in 13835 from the Western Creek
Nation, being advised so to do by Gen. Houston. I
came when he made his second trip to Texas, on the
11lth of October, 1835, . I joined troogs go{ng from
Nacogdochas to Bexar, (Rusk's company), was taken sick
and remained in San Felipe, and the present site of.
Montgomery, until the meeting of the Convention at
Washington, .when I joined Capt. Ware's company$ heard of
the fall o} the Alamo and hastened to the Coloradoj was
under Sherman at the upprer encampment until the retreats
Gen¢ Sherman will remember me, ‘At Groce's I was de-
tailed, by Gen. Houstonj with Diek Scurry, Ben McCullock,
Tom Greeny T, 0, Harris, and others to man the Twin
Sisters, which the lamented J. N. Moreland was appointed
to commandj staid with the Twin Sisters till after the
battle of San Jacintoj rejoined Ware's company, and wvas .
discharged on the 1lth of Juns, 1836,

Gen, Rusk hearing the Mexicans were rallying on the
‘R10 Grande, called for men. I was elected captain of a
company on the 4th of July 18361 reported to Rusx at
Victoriaj was assigned to duty with my company in the
regiment of Col, Eds Morehousej served three months, the
term of enrollment, and discharged my company. I tﬁen
went to Columbia and worked as a compositor on the
Ielezraph; came round to Houston with Cruger & lMoore,
opening of the lLand Office in 1838, I then returned to
Montgomery and was appointed to the office of Deputy
Surveyor; elected Surveyor vhen that office becams elec~
tive by the people, and was elected Colonel of Milita
at its first organlzation. I started the Montromer
Patriot in 1845, moved 1t to Huntsville, and with the
assistance of George Robinson published it one year and
801d outs I returned again to Montgomery in 1854, and
have been Surveyor until displaced by Gov. Davis.

Matthew Cartwright, R. Martin and myself, are the
onlytsurvivors of the battle of San Jacinto, in this
countye.

I am a native of the city of Now York, and 56 years
0ld} have set type besidg Horace Greeley and George
Kindall when a mere boy. 0

50 Loc. cit.
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Je¢ He Shepperd was a native of North Carolina and
he came to Texas in 1831. KEe first stopped in Austin's
colony, twenty miles above San Felipe at Colonel Jared
Groce's settlement, In 1332 he mais his first campaign as
a lieutenant in Captaiﬁ Abner Kuykendall's second company
vhen the colonists rose to relieve W. B. Travis and P. H.
Jack from the clutches of the tyrant, John Blackburn, at
Anahuac, His next campaign was at Bexar in 1835, where he
was in all thé battles and skirmishes around there., The
Powder House Fight, Grass Fight, and Concepcion were some
of these, and he stayed at Bexar till the place surrendered.

He was first lieutenant in J. L. “ennett's company,
and when the latter disbanded, “hepperd joined another
company. He was not in the battle of San Jaeinto for the
reason that on the day the army crossed the Brazos River at
Groce's, Sam Houston sent him with an express to the Coshattie
Indians who lived on the Trinity River near where Swartwout
was located, Sam Houston had heard this tribe of Iniians
would coﬁe to his aid with a hundred warriors, but “hepperd
told him"they'would not take part in the contest on the side
of Texas, and the result of this mission confirmed Shepperd!s
assertion, for, after endeavoring for several days to get
the chiefs to hold a council, he had to return to his home
at Montgomery., He was thus deprived of the honor of pare
ticipating in the battle at San Jacinto,  In the campaign

-
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after the battle of San Jacinto he was stationed at Souther-
land's on the Navidad as a bearer of expresses from heade
quarters at Victoria to the sgeat of government at Columbia,
It was he who bore the dispatch from Sam Houston, then in
eastern Texas, countermanding the taking of Santa Anna to
the army, as per vote and deté}mination of the army.51

The following is a biographical sketch from L. W,

Kemp's book, The 3irners of the Deglﬁa;io“g of Inderenience,
of Ce Be Stewart who was one of Montgomery's most prominent

.

citizens, Kemp wrotet

Charles Bellinger Stewart was born in Charleston,
South Carolina, February 13, 18064 son of Charles and
Adrianna CBull’ Stewart, In 1827 he resided in
Columbus, Georgla, and owned an interest in a drug store.
For a few months ln 1328 he conducted a business in
Cuba, Later he was commission merchant in New Orleans,
He came to Texas in 1330 and ran a drug store in the
town of Brazoria, In June, 1832, he entered Francis W,
Johnson's commani, raised éo attack in Mexican fort at
Anahuace Although he was not a member of 1it, the first
Convention of Texas at San Felipe, on October 5, 1332
appointed him, John Austin, Charles D, Sayre, George B,
McKinstry, and Warren D, Co Hall members of a subcome
mittee of Safety and Yigilance for the Yistrict of
Vidtoria (Brazoria). Their duties were to keep up a
regular and stated correspondence "on all subjects re-
lation to the tranquility of the interior." On November
21, 133%, Judge Thomas J, Chambers aprointed Ira R.
Lewls prosecuting attorney and Stewart secretary of the
Judicial district of Brazos,

Stewart moved to San Felipe prior to July 17, 1835,
On that date he was secretary of the delegation from the
urisdiction of Austin, composed of Wyly Martin, prese

dent, Alexander “omervell, John R. Jones, and Jesse

T 10c. cit.
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Bartlett, which met at San Fellipe with delegates from
the jurisdictions of Columbia and Mina, "to take into
consideration the state of the country and the alleged
outrages against Mexico, *namely William B, Travist
capture of twenty Mexican soldiers under Cagtain Tenorio
at Anahuact?!," The Committee of Safety and Lorresponience
for the Jurisdietion of Columbia of which Dr. Eranch T,
Archer was chairman, and William T, “ustin secretary, at
Velasco on August 15, 1835, wrote to Stewart that they,
reposing the fullest confi&ence in his zeal, energy,
fidelity, and ability, had appointel him as confidential
Agent to act within the Jurisdiction of Pan Felipe for
the purpose of obtalning a Consultation of all Texas
through her representatives, conformably to the plan
contained in the adiress of the committe which is here=-
with forwarded to you,
® & & 9 & 5 & & P S O B & & & 6 B S " 8 % st B s 0
On October 11, 1335, Stewart was elected secretary
of the Permanent COuncil, a_btody organized to conduct
matters of state until the meeting of the Consultation.
Upon the recommendation of Governor Smith who_had been
elected Nov-'mber 12, the General Council, on November 13,
appointed Stewart secretary to the executive and en-
rollment clerk. + o » ‘ ' '

On February 1, 1336, Stewart, Thomas Barnett, and
Randal Jones were elecged to represent Austin Munice
iprality at the Constitutional Convention, Stewart and
Barnett wvere seated March l. Jones did not attend,
In Washington, Stewart had business additional to the
Convention. 6n March 8, James Hall, Primary Judge of
Washington Muniecipality, authorized "W, W, Sheppard of
Iake Creek to celebrat a contract of Marriage between
Chas, B, Stewart and Julia Sheppard and to give to it
the said contraet the necessary formality before attest-
ing witnesses," <he ceremony was performed March 11.
R EEEEREE Y T Y
Following the Revolution, Stewart moved to the
town of Montgomery, formerly seat of Montgomery County,
where he practiced medicine, On March 5, 1840, Judge
A. Be Shelby appointed him district attorney pro tem of
the county, ani on May 11, 1841, President lLamar appointed
him notary public, He represenéed Montgomery County at
the Constitutional Convention which eonvened at Rustin,
July %, 1845, and at the First, Fourth, and Fourteenth
legislatures. While serving in the Fourteenth Legislature
in 137475, his address was Danville, Montgomery County,
and he represented Montgomery and Harris Counties,
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Toward the end of his 1ife Dr. Stewart becime almost

totally deaf, II1s letters to Moses Austin Bryan indicate .

he was a profound believer in spiritualism, In & post-
cript to a letter dated August, 1833, he predicted that
he would die in about seven years, ' He passed away, hLowe
ever, in less than two years, on July 23, 1335, He 1s
buried in a marked grave in {he cemetery at Montgomery.
In 1936 the Commission of Control for Texas Centennial
Celebrations erected a marker at the site 95 his former
home one mile from the town of Montgomery. :

52 Kemp, oDe Site PPe 330-335.

P

ot



CHAPIER VII
CIVIL WAR AND RECONSTRUCTION

Montgomery County was onse of the largest slave hold=
ing counties in the state. In 1350 Montgomery County had
945 slaves, and in 1855 the number had increased to 1,443
slaves, and in 1860 just before the Civil War the slave
population had increased to 2,106 slaves, The total value
of the slaves in 1860 amounted to 1,296,380 dollars, and
cut of the 120 counties the state had at that time, Monte
gomery County ranked twenty-eighth in slave population.t
In a period of ten years the alava.population of Montgomery
County had increased by over ons thousand, 7This rapid in-
crease was due to the many immigrants who brought thelr-
slaves from the states of the 0l1d South to find richer
cotton lands and to be further away from the peopls who
vere agitating the ilavery issue in Washingtone.

Eany of these plantation owners who brought thelr
slafes to Montgomery County settled near the vieinity of
014 Danville. In 185% a citizen wrote to his wife that,
"Judge Coldthwalt Pf Alapama bought the H. ¢, Johnson place
at little over $5.0Q”per acre and has.sqme 100 Negroes on

.
. Ee?as A;ganag for 1860 (Galvestons Richardson and
Compa.ny, o0 ?.p. 2 L I
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it, and about as many over on the San Jacinto.'f2 The
next year he reported in antoher letter to his wife, "I
gav some very fine cotton when I went over to Danville on
the 3rd. at Goldthwait's plantation on the San Jacinto."3

Another plantation owner was A, J. lewis who brought
his family and slaves from Virginia and bullt a three story
home which he called Elmwood, This mansion was made by his
slaves and contained a large dallroom on the third story.
Another fine home owned by the widow of Ceneral Menucan
Hunt ﬁas Malmaison, named for the chateau of Empress
Josephine.“

Other large plantaion owners were the Woods and
Elmoresj the Elmores called their plartation Melrose, after
the owner's ancestral homé in Virginia.5

Not all of the slaves were owned by large slave
owners, for many families had Jjust a few to be used as housee
hold servantsj or a few field hands who helped them in the
fields, Frequently during depressed years it was necessary

2 Letter of Nat Hart Davis fo Betty Davis, December 16,
1354, in Xiadison Collection. :

3 letter of Nat Hart Davis to'Betty Davis, July 10,
1355, in Addison Collection.

“‘w. Ne Martin,'"A History of Montgohery," (une

published Master's thesis, Sam Houston State Teachers
College, Huntsville, Texas, 1950), pe 76. .

% Zoc. git.



17

for the owners to hire out their slaves. In 135% "men
field hands hired ocut for $130 to £200 and women $120 to
$160" a year.6

Slaves were a great deal of troudle and expense to
keep. They had to be kept healthy and happy in order for
the owners to get the best work out of them, Sometimes an
owner would acquire one wvho had a tendency to run away
oftens The owner usually tried to get rid of such a slave
when he captured him, becsuse run-aways were a bad influence
on the others, Many times blood hounds were used to trail
slaves who had run away, In a letter in 1359 a citizen of
Montgomery wrote that, "Mcilanna's negro, Ball, killed him=
self when the dogs were after him*7

On the whole, 111 treatment was the exception rather
than the rulq in managing slaves because a slave who wvas in-
Jured by beating could not work for several days, therefore
the owners tried to sell the ones who habitually broke the
slave rules., The following quotation indicates what an owner
thought of one of his runaway slavess

My Negroes are hired out until the 10th, Y%hen I

10 Four mext letier Uo me sey how iﬁé‘x;’gﬁﬁi??&ég;o .
men sell with you, I have one that I am bound to sell.

e ran awvay from me twice and is now in the woods the
second time from Dr. Miller, He would sell for about

»

O Letter of Nat Hart Davis to Betty Davis, January 31,
185%, in Adiison Collection, :

7 Letter of Nat Hart Davis to Betty Davis, July 15,
1355, in Addison Collection. '

i
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850 dollars here (well enough).8
The household servants were treatéd better than the
field hands, They usually had grown up with their masters
and their children and were ireated like members of thes
family. In many cases thé servants had their church'pews
ani grave ploté in the ' same church and cemetery with their
mastere When one of- the owner's ch;Ldren,mérried it vas
ordinarily tpe'éustpm for gho,parenti.to gove the bride and
groom thb'negrd servant that ﬁad attehded éhem'when they
were children, or one that they had grown up or played with
as a child, These servants remalned falthful and tended
their mastérs,throughqut their 1ife timgl The following
passage shows th; féithfpinpsa of one of these servantsi
a0 G hEeE hote Basath 1o SeEe rhe ana hetso
in fine health and I reckon a gladder person has not
revisited Montgomery for so many years, and all the old
Taproved 50 she hardly kmew 1. o 4 o5 Lo Lo has
Many of the faithful servants were given their man-
unission papers when their masters died, for owners often
provided in their will that thelr slaves should be freed at
that time. At the beginning of the Civil War there were

many freed slaves wvho had obtained their freedom by this

S letter of Jane Davis to Betty Davis, September 14,
1852, in Addison Collection.

9 latter of Nat Hart Davis to Betty Davis, February
%, 1859, in Addison Collection.
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means | - . o .

When the taiﬁ of secession began one ot‘the most
prominent leaders of Texas, Sam Houston, aparted campaigne
ing bittérly agaiﬁs&:fh; 1dea and the men who instigated it.
On October'ls, 1859 the town' of MQnégomery gave Sam louston
a barbecue where he oxpressed his views in a speech defore
the citizens of Montgomery on the subject of secession and
the impeniing crisis of a ¢civil war, A synopsis of the
speech 138 quoted as followss

Gen. Houston sald he cherished the kindest recollec=
tions for 014 Montgomery., The first barbecue he ever
attended in the state, was in Montgomery, in 1841, She
wvas ever in favor of organized governmeng - ever gave &
united vote in the early struggles for independence
from which eircumstance he denominated her the "Ten
legion," He recurred briefly to his Kansas~Nebraska
votey said the people were beginning to see that it was
a fraud upon the South, gotten up by Plerce and Douglas,
for Presidential purposesy that Gov, Hammond of South
Carolina, Jeff, Davis and Brown of Mississippl = the
most ultra Southern men = had pronounced it a fraud and
a cheat upon the Southj that in voting with Seward and
other abolitionists upon the Kansas Bill, he was, like
0ld dog Tray, in bad company, dbut the sequel had shown
he was rightiaggat since the repeal of the Missouri
Compromise, as had been lost, free-soilism had been
extended rour hundred and fifty miles South, and that
all Southern territory was now open to the 1nroads of
free-soilism.

As to the men who had c¢alled him an abolitionist and
a traitor to the South, he would only say they were a
set of perfect gentlemeng but if he were to tell them so,
they would not believe it3 that he had shed blood enocugh
on Southern soil to wash away all such charges,

As to slavery he said nature had fixed its boundary -
it would go where the climate, soil etc., demanded it}
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he had never raised his voice against it} was not in
favor of re=opening the African slave trade in order to
christianize the negroes; re-open the trade, and cotton
would fall to three and four cents per poundj the poor
man would be injured by it in consequence of the reduce
tion of the price of labor, lie was not opprosed to it on
his own account, bul for posterity.

Ever since the days of Jackson there had been a dise
union, Southern Confederacy varty. Thelr object was
offices By the formation of a Southern Confederacy there
would be more room for great men to come into office.

We have 80 many great men that places can get three or
four of them at a time, In case of disunion, what would
become of the public money? the navy? the army?--~could
the South get them?

He spoke of the louston convention--wished they had
called it another name, .TLe nominees were in favor of
re-opening  the African slave tradej were ultra in their
views, and wvere advocating doctrines that would lead to
disunion and secession-~they were about to carry out a
poliey ruinous to the country, He was induced under the
eircumstances, though he was not again desirous of entere
ing publig life, to obey the volce of the people, and
step forth as a candidate for Governor. The people had
indorsed.him, through they had given him a very decent
dubbing two years ago, which they had a right, as free
men, to do, and for which he was not mad at them at all,

He spoke of Washingtone-where was his parallel? He
pointed to him as the political Moses, whose farewell
address contained the prophesies of our countiry, which
we must heed 1f we would preserv it, Iove of the Union
was the inspiration of Libdberty; we should cherish itj
wve should remember it on the Fourth of July.

He paid a tribute to Jackson, He was of the old
simon pure Democratic school, and opposed to this modern
Democracy, which declares that you must vote for the
nominees of a convention in any case,

He spoke of Seward, He was a resplendent abolition-
13t, The South had justly denounced him, Ille regretted
the necessity of voting in his companyl but he thought
the best interests of his country required it at his
hands., It does not hurt a good man to go to church with
bad mens Seward was a cold-bloocded, cool, calculating,
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unexcitable mane If you were to cut him to the center,
i: vogld draw no more blood than you could get from a
zard } . '

The editor of the sgaﬁg azatts next recelved a
severe castigation. .Jo rsi:2ll had been connected
with a fire eating, disunion paper in Mississiprls had
removed to Texas to carry out his ultra views, Il
(Marshall) had advocated a violation of the law by the
Jurles of the country, as to the re-opening of the African
slave trade., A man wvho would propagate such doctrines,
ought not to be countenanced, He (lMarshall) had stolen
$20,000 from the Public Treasury, as was repcrted, He
(Houston) 414 not blame him, since it was his vocationt
Yot ¥aj. Marshall was a perfect gentleman}

® ¢ & & & ¢ & O 6 B & ¢ B 9 S O Tt & O PG B e " P D
He. denounced the Gal%esgon News, It had always been
hls enemy, 1If, for eéen years ons could show him a
single item that paper had siild in his favor, he would
form a more favorable opinion of it, It was an enemy
in the days of the Republic, by prublishing articles dis-
couraging to the Texans, and comforting to the enemy,.
He could forgive the edltor of the News, as far as he
was personally concernedj *"but an enemy to my country,
I never can forgive I"
o ¢ O & 8 & & & O & ¢ % & & 0 6 & O 2 ¥ ¢ & s 4 s B0
Le denounced the abuses, intrigues and corruptions
of conventions, He was glad to see the late evidences
of regeneration of the nation in the indepenlent spirit
shown by the people, It was but the proud emotions of
the hearts of freemen, redelling against dictation and
demagagueism, Van Buren was the first to go intc a cone
zgntion; Jackson refused to have anything to do with
eMe

He thanked the ladies for their preéence.lo‘

J"‘}*‘_ Sam Houston's speech was of no avall with the people
of Texas, or with the South, because their prodlews had been
brewing too long for them to listen to his advice, HMany

News item in The Standard (Clarksville, Texas)
October 15, 1859, dhe ! ’

* See Appendix A for a description of the Montgomery
barbecus,
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wvanted to take his advice and relé that the Union should
be saved at all cost, but ip seemed that an impetuous force
carried them along with the mass from which they could not
shake themsalves“free. : - ‘. | '
On December 3, 1360 a committee at Austin prepared
and published an address. to the paople of Texas for the
purpcse of calling a convention of delezates to meet at
Austin January 28, 1861 to decide on the question of seces=
ston.1l The citizens of.Montzomery County, afrail of the
outcome of this convention, on January 25, 1351 addressed
the following petition touthe legislatures
PR AR et Sy o
secured and maintained in the Unlon than out of 1t
gﬁigafgg legislature to take no steps tending to dls-
The petition was signed by two hundred and eight
eitizens, which would indicate according to the 1860 census,
that at leaat one out of every sixteen persons in the county
vas against secession. '
The secession convention met in.gﬁstin.and on

February 1, 1361, by a vote of the delegates Texas declared

11 Duiley G Wboten_ Fistory of Iexas (Dallass Texas
History Company, 1589), p.,3 24 - .

12 Momorial Petitions, January 25, 1361, in Texas
State Arclives, Number 169, .
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1tself to be with tha Confederacy,l3 ‘ |

Althcugh Montgouery dounty had a high ratio of anti=
secessionists, many turned loyal to the South when ths c¢all
for troops came and eagerly joinad the Confederate Army.
Some stayed loyal to the Union; however, because official
records show that there were nineteen hunired and twenty
cl;aiming to be from Texas who were enrolled in the Federal
Arny during the ware They vere enrolled in two regiments
and vere organized at Matamoras, Mexico, L% '

Most of the men from Montgomery County who enlisted
in the Confederate Army served in Company H, Fourth Texas
Regiment, Hood's Texas Brigade. The majority of the men in
Company H were from Montgomery County vithrsome men in it
from Grimes and Walker Counties.

Around the firs% of May 1361 Procter P, Porter, an
attorney-at-law from the town of Montgomery, was appointed
enrolling officer to muster recruilts from Montgozery County,
Ho established his headquarters in the town, and vhen the
enlisting there was exhausted he moved his headquarters to
Red Top in Grines County, where he consolidated his men with
, other' squads organized by James T, Hunter of Walker County

13 wWooten, loz. cit.
% ppank B, Chilton, O

v of Hoodts Texas
- gigﬂ;g, Mormmant Dadiecat ani h anmal He-union,
aorethe wz'tz‘:g a 00113 Texas rrisiie ani a gonfelerate
M’!m I.}ggg Loustoni efn and oons Companyy 9 Pe 200
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and Thomas M, Owens of Grimes County.15
On May 7, 1361, while at Red Top, Company H was
fornally organized and officers Qduly elected, Procter P,
Porter of Montgomery County was chosen Captaing James T,
Hunter of Walker County was chosen First lLieutenantj Thomas
Me Owens of Grimes County was chosed Second Lieutenantj
Benton Randolph of Walker County was chosen Third Lieutenant,l6
Company Hy in connection with the other companies that
had been ordered for Virginia, left Red Top ani procesded
by way of Brenham to Houston, There they vere re;ularly
mustered into the Confederate service for the duration of the
war by Major Farl Ven Dorn, and from Houston they took up the
march for the seat of war in Virginia,1? .The followinz pas=-
sage 1s quoted from a lgtter written by Corperal Zacharizh
Ianirum of Montgonery vho was ona of the men in Company H
that left Houston for Richmond, Virgfnié, He wrote thats
e » o Wo left Houston on the 19&1 of August on the
Ne 04 Re Road to Besumont and down the Feches and up
the Sabine to Nidlett's Lluff where we remained a week
before we could get wagons, I would have written fronm
there but had no way of writing, We started in the rain
for new Iberia all on foot, We were fourteen days gete
ting to Hew Orleans, We had a very bad time getting
overs It rained on us every day but ons, We had to wade
in the water from shoe mouth deep to walst deap all the

tire, It 13 a low flat country like the prairies about
Houston and you ¢an imagine how they would be after raine

15 Ihit.y pe 1264
16 I0%e gike
17 mia., p. 127,
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ing 33 days,

We all had excellent health, but cone man died, he
belonged to a company from Hen:&arson County. He dled
from inflamation of the brain, We stald over in lew
Orleans one day (Sunday). After we left N, O, on the
Jackson road I was taken sick with something like the
flux dbut have got entirely well, Twelve miles dbelow
Holly Springs, Miss, weo met with a sad accllent, the
loss of Ras, éartwright. ¢ o 8
. & & & & & & & 5 2 ¥ & & & ¢ B & & 0 OGO 4 s s ¢ 0
Ve arrived here (Richmond) three days ago and are
campad out in the edge ¢of the city about a mile and a
half from the capitols I have been all over the Capitol
grounds, I am now writing in the Lidbrary of the Capitol,
they allow the Soldiers to come and write vhen they
pleases I have not seen the President yet, he is sick,
He 13 going to visit camp as soon as he 1s able, Hon.
Je He Reagan and lady vere down to see us yesterday.
We fare very well, gi.enty to eat, There i3 no var nows
of importance., No battls yed, only a few skrimishes,
There are seventeen hundred prisoners now in Richmond,
We pass by the prison going to Campsj they are a rough
looking set, I 40 not know where our destination 1s
yets We have got no arms yet, do not know when we can
get theme VWe have not yet formed into a regiment dbut
will in a few dayses I heard this morninz that we were
to ba moved some ten or twelve miles from Richmond to a
camp of insturction. I have not the least mealge vill
g0 into actual service befor next Springe « « o

Reaching Richmond on Septembder 13, 1861, they pitched

camp, which they called Camp Texas, and waited there until
they were joined by other Texas companies at which time -
they were formed into the Fourth Texas Regiment with Colonel
John Be Hood in command, The Fourth Regiment brigaded with
the First and Fifth Texas Regiments constituting a br¢-
vhich later became khm, lwhén Hood 'vas promoted

~13 - A
Ietter of Zicharia lanirum to Meliss:

September 21, 1361, in possession of Anna Dav}
Velsinger, Montgomery, Texas.

>
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as Hood's Texas Brigade.19
At the time that Company H of'}!ontgomery County left
louston for Virginia, it was made up of onse hundred and five
men, and during the war there were adled to the original
company thirty-eight recruits and two substitutes, making
a total mombership of one hundred and forty-five members .20
These men participated in practically every engagement of
the Army of Northern Virginia, for Hood's Erigade played a
prominent part in the various battles, with the exception of
Chancellorsvillej and in addition they fought with the forcss
opposed to Ceneral Sherman and General Thomas in Georgla and
Tennessee, participating in the desperate fighting at Chick-
amauga and the siege of Knoxville,2t
One of the dbattles in which Company H participated,
the battle of Galnes's Mi11 in 1862, was deserided by a
soldier from Montgomery Countys Ie wrote the following cone
cerining the battlés | o
s o o I suppose you have now heard abt‘mt our glo=
riocus vietory befor Richmonde I would have written
sooner buf could get no paper and at last have made out
to get this which 1s a poor applogye Willis and IX

neither were in the fight, Our Erigade left Richmond
to go up in the Valley to reinforce 0ld Stonswall Jacke

-

I§ Chil:on. one mo‘. Pe 130
2 1og. cite
2 Loc. cite
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sone Willis was left at sick camp near Rictmond, I had
been there sometime dut thousht I was adle to goe I
started and the flux broke ocut on me very bad at Lynche
burg, The Hospitals were so crowded there I could not
get in, so I went on to “harlottsville vhere I vas at the
tive of the figlt, I left there Sunday to come back
with Jacksons I passed over the battle field Monday
vhere they had fought, Thursday until Monday our forces
kept whipping them back and on Tuesday about 12 o'eclock
I got to where our Regiment was, but it was on the op=
posite side of a field, and supporting a battery of ours
that was in the field shellinz the enemy, The shells

- were flyinz all over the field and I could not get to
then until next morning. Eere, Tom Scott from Waverly
got his leg 80 shattered by a& shell that it had to de .
cut offs lierey I first learned our loss accuratasly,
Yo had ten kilied out of 8ur company on the fisld, I
will name all you know, “harlle Conrow was shot through
the breast, was dead when found, T. 0o Wilkes, who lived
with Joe Evans, shot through with a grape shot, was dead
wvhen founds Re Quigley, son-in-law to old man Travis, I
don't know where he was hit, Ben Allen lived up on lake
Cresk near Slstons, shot in the heald, A great many were
wvounded, among them Captes Porter, in flesh part of the
thizh, He was taken to Richmond and there was taken
with the Typhoid fever ani died in a few days--thus wend
as true and noble a man as-liveds + ¢ ¢ Lte Randolph was
vounded, in the heacl, Billy Fisher was wounded in the
arm, I saw hinm yesterday. He 1s coming out here to
sick camp to stay untll his arm gets well. No bones
broken, he will be wsll in a fow weeks, I told him I
was go Yo write houe, he says tell his folks that he
is doing finely, cantt come home till he gets revenge.
He 413 not get t'mt; one shot before he was wounded, Clint
lewls was wounded through the shoulder, Billy says he
was doing finely when he left to go to hisz uncles, lenry
Travis was wounded in the arm, he has come out to caumps
80 his wound is not very bad, Capt. Futchinson was
woundel through the arm 33«1 breast with a grape shot, and
d1ed the next days » ¢ o= el

later, in 1363, Zacharia Iandrum vrote again, de-
scr'ibing the battle at Cettysburg, in which engagement Come

22 1atter of Zacharia landrum to Nancy Gay, July 27,
1362, in possession of Anna Weisinger,
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pany R lost Lalf of 4ts men dead or wounded, In the letter
he saids

s ¢ o I vould have answered your letter that you
wrote me by Jimmie Cartwright t we have been on the
move ever since, anl in that grip, to Fennsylvania,
whers I receivecl a 8light check in my farther process
from a Yanke¢, You have no doubt before now received
through the papers an account of the figsht at Cetiyse
burge It was one of the severest battles that has been
fought during this war, VWe had to fight the Yankees on
& lMountaln, vhen it was very steep and rocks as large
as a meeting house, Ve drove them back a distance of a
mile or a mile and a half anl took between 10 and 15,000
prisoners, Had gone & consideradle distance up the
mountain when one of the raseals put me to a stand still
by the means of & minnie ball through the thigh Just
above the knee s&nl across tle top of my thigh going in
my left thigh and out striking the other, brusing it a
good deal tut not going 1n. & ¢ o

I will give you so far as I know a list of the killed
and wvounded of our csompanys Lieut. Ben Reynolds from
Anderson killeds Lte pivey from Huntsville woundsd in
.the legs I+ Stuessey wounded In the foot. Bob Rankin
fore finzer shot off at first Joint. A4 Be Seay wounds
ed in the foot, Le was at home on furlough last year and
in Montgozerye I bolieve that i3 all that you knowe I
will mention that Jack Ellis was wounded in the leg and
Tom Dillard 13 missing, they are two of Mr, Wm. Taylor's
frienls, A. Taylor, Bhly Fisher, Creen Griggs, Jinm
Hall, Henry Travis, and Dick Walker, and Ruben Talley
are all safe, John I, Smith was nog in the fight, was .
left sick at Culpeper, We lost about half the Co, wounded
Bob Brantter 1s taken prisoner, Col. Powell supposed

to be killeds I can't give the particulars as I was
carried to the }lospital one morning and sent on in a

wvagon to Williamsport, M4, and from there here in an
ambulancees They are sending the ed from here to
Stannton as fast as they cane « ¢ »

In another letter written some days after the one
quoted above, he wrote more particulars concerning the bvattle

233 Letter of Zacharia Landrum to Naney Gay, July 195,
1863, in possession of Anna Welsinger.
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of Gettyshurgze Part of the letter 1s quoted as followss

I gave you a list of the killed and wounded in my
other letter, but I suppose you have seen a 1list pube
lished before now in some of the Texas papers, Willis
vas not in the fight, he was sick at the time and 1is
here now at the Texas Hospital, nothing seriocus. We
lost ebout half of our company killed and wounded, but
ono killed that we know of for certaln, Lt, Reynolls
from Anderson. - It was ons of the severest battles of
the war, We had to charge through a wheat fleld about
500 yards wide with the Yankee artillery of about 100
guns fireing on us after reaching the woods, where there
was & stone fence, at the fzot of a mountain, we run the
Yankees from the }ence and up the side of the mountain
vhich was quite steep and covered all over with large
rocks until we drove them away, up to the top of tha
mountain where they had breastworks and thru lines of

- battle from which ve were unable o0 drive them awvay, We
fell back about a hundred or two yards and lay then une-
t1l our retreat from there, I was wounded about 3 hune
dred yards before we got to the breastworks, the fight
vo were in was on the 2nd of July, on the fourth they
started all the wounded that coul& walk and ride in the
anbulances anl wagons to the reare I was in & wagon with
five others of our company, we started on the morning of
the 4th and drove without stopring or anything to eat
until next evening we arrived at Williamsport, Md. On
the Fotomac to find the river up and the pontoons de=
stroyed by the Yankees, We had a rough time coming
down on a turnplke across the mountain, tlhe rocads are
made of rock thrown in the road and beat downy and a
wagon running over them, with the Yankee cavalry ruming
into the train, and the wagons stopping and then having
to trot, to cateh up and keep ¢losed up, with a sore leg
13 anything but pleasante. :

After our arrival at Williamsport, they had a cavalry
fight, or at least the Yanks had cavalry, and we had
vagoners and a few infantry, they had ar%illery and I
had Just got under & bank when & shell past through an
ambulance up on the bank and bursted a few feet in front
of re, We hobhled down to the Ferry and our Quarter
Master advised us to go across the river, we got over
and staid thers four or five days.,- As good luck would
have it we met up with one of the Rifth Texas going on
to the Regiment, he stopred with us, drew rations and
cocked them and got us a tent and we got along very well,

¢
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We staill at Winchester threc or four days vlen we were
sent to Stannton and from there here, and an awful hole
it 43, The bedding and everything is nice with the ex=
ception of the eating which is beef and bread, anl not
enocugh of that, for morning and dinner and bread ard
coffes (hot va{er) pade from Wheat for supper.
¢ % ¢ & 9§ & & & & ¢ & " B 0 & " O b s e e s 00 8
The report was in e¢irculation here that Texas and
Ia, and Ark. had seceded from *he Scuthern Confederacy
and placed themselves under the protecticn of France.
I was in hopes it was 80, I think vhen a nation can't
protect the states that form it, they ought to protect
themselves in the best way they cane I would much
rather the French, 'if it does come to the worst) should
rule u3s than any nation on the Globe, I am anxious that
the war should close, but I am not willing to go under
Abe's Rule, We will fight %til all are killed or we
willl have our Independenca,

By the close of the war practically all of Company H

- had been killed or incapacitated, because out of the cne
hunired and forty-five original members, wvhen Company H

along with the other companies of Hood's Brigade surrendered
at Appomattox, only nine men were left in the company. Sixty-
seven had been killed on the battle flelds, while forty-seven
vere wounded, many of them dying from their wounds in the
hospitals., Some had gotten discharges, others were captured

as prisoners, and one had transferred to the navy.25*

While the younger men of Montgorery County were off
fighting 4in the war the clder men and heads of families were
busy at heme organizing into units of home guard, Soon
after Company H left, several companies were formed in the

2% Latter of Zacharia Iandrum to Mancy Gay, August 4,
1363, in possession of Anna Velsinger,

23 Chilton, one cit., P 123,
<«
See Appeniix B for a list of the members of Company H,
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county to serve in the State M1litia in case the state was
invaded, Tha county was divided into five beats and each
beat formed a company led by a captain vho was elected from
the company by the men of the group, Over the captaing was
a major aprointed by the Adjutant=Gensral in Austin. The
companies were attached to the Third Regiment, Seventeenth
Brigade of the Texas 8tate Troops. In 1862 the major over
the Montgomery County companies was Israel Worsham from the
town of Montgbmery.zs

Cne of the first home gua;d companies formed was
Captain lem. Ge¢ Cleppert!s company of "Montgomery County
Rifle Boys" organized from beat three., While reporting to
the authorities about the organization of the company, Clep=
per wrote the followings

Permit me to report to you a volunteer company

nunbering Seventy men known as the "Montgomery County
Rifle Boys™, Organized ags home %Pards under the order
issued to you by Adjutant-General Byrd, made up of
poor men who can not leave their homes but & few weeks
at & time without leaving their families destitute or
in wanty but are willinz to set as minute men in case
their Services should be deamed necessary for a few
weeks at a timeg except during time of planting and
making thelr crops, and desire that you should report
the following menmbers and officers as home guards and
active minute men sh the services of said company
be demanded as such,

The men listed by Clepper weret lem. Ge Cleprer,

Captain} Se We Smithy First Lieutenanty Willlam T, Jones,

25 Memorial Confederate Muster Rolls, May 10, 1362,
in Texas State Archives, Number 393,

27 mdog Ju:.y 2%, IABGI’ Kumber 296.
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Second lLieutenati H. D. Ethridge, Third 'm.eutenant; and
seventy~-two enlisted men were enrolled,

Another home guard company formed in 1361 was that
of Captain Re 04 Oliverts coupanye. !MOst of his men vere
from beat one of the town of Montgomery. The company
doctor for this company was Dootor Je I;. Irion, and when tﬁe
company organized it was immediately dispatched to Galyveston
Island to do patrol duty in that vieinity.23

The following letter written from Montgomery to
Galveston explaing the preparations that were made by the
local citizens to provide for Oliver's company stationed in
Calveston:

s o » I went to church last Sunday and then and
there saw several of the young ladies of the ville and
vicinity looking well but lonely. I had a few days
previous been up in the Court licuse where Miss Cora and
others who were calling and making up pants for Capt.
Oliverts Company, The sewing was generally done at
horee I went up to get Ero, Nealts and yours to have
made but some of the young ladies were ahead of me, soO
you and he may lmow you are not forgot,.
® #»# & ¢ & @ ¢ & G 9 ¢ & ¥ 9 S B O s e S > B s 8 9

.Davls and Fllis made rapid sales of thelr new goods
especlally calico ets, Davis sold $1,000 per day for
several days, Villis and Dro, have nearly sold ocut and
Davis and Ellis sell on ecredit, P, Je. W1llis returned
lately from Mississippi and Alabama, Says he will let
the residue of thelr gocds go as the main stock has
goney but that he is done buying,

I think my household ean squeezs along next year in
the way of cloths, I propose wearing ossanbury pants
next summer, but Mrs, Davis bought me some linen the

23 Personal interview of the author with Mrs, Je. Be
Adiison, Montgomery, Texas, July 8, 1952,
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other day. Some, 1’ not many, of the women folks bought
for weeks back, as.though they really feared they would
have nothing to wear, I am not unseasy about clothes
next yearj but I fear I may not have enough to sate I
have got no pork or salt, I believe I can buy and pay
for salt, yet, I have hopes that scme of those in debt
to me wih supply my smoke house at some price., If
they don'ty, I will do the best I cane We ourselves now
have cornbread, beef and barley coffee without sugar,
Weo make some butter and have a pretty good garden,
Times are growing harder and men becoming more selfish,

I am plessed to learn that the health of Captain
Oliver's Company is now Eretty good and partically so
to know that you are well and getting along finely in
the discharge of duty and £ind some agreeable soclety
in the Citys Mre Is Ce Davis and Griffin are nearly
the only young men to c¢all on the ladies, }Miss Jantha
{Lewis) was over a few days last week, lr. Clepper is
a candidate for Colonel in this militia regiment. ga
is 1n good health, sickness is not over with hare,2

In beat two the company organized was led by Captain
Se Dy Wooldridze, This was a cavalry company called the
"Mounted Riflemen”, When it was organized, Captain Woole
dridge wrote the following letter to the Adjutant-Gensral
in Austing .
Capte Se De WOoldridée's Coe of "Mounted Riflemen®
Danville, Monigomery Co., February 14, 1362
17th Brig.
To the Adjutant-Genl:
8ir I here with report and transmit--in obellence
to an act passed Dec. 25, 1861, a "volunteer company of

"Mounted Riflemen®, or troop formed on the Lth day of
May, 1361, under an act passed Febrs. 15, 1853,

o & 6 & B ¢ % ® & ¢ 9 & ¢ © 2 @ @ ¢ & H & V" V" " O @ 0
Forty-two of this roll are married men heads of

29 letter of Nat Hart Davis to William ¥, Warren,
December 17, 1861, in possession of.Mrs, J. B« Addison,
Montgomery, Texas, '
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families, The company has drilled once every week since
its formation andl thon has left its ranks for active
service about thirtye The company is armed with shote
guns and rifles, about an equal number of eache. This
company hags reported %o GCenl., Hebert anil was accepted .
by him to be called immedlately into sorvice in case of

' - 8¢ Do Wooldriige, Capt.3°
Fifty-three officers and men were enlisted in Cape

tain Wooldridgets eavalry.

Beat four organized thelr company on March 29, 1362 -

and elected John N, Scott, Captalng W W, Mills, First
Lieutonant} Cwen Shamnon, Second Lieutenanty Willlam Polk,
Junior-3econd Lisutenant.3l

. Beat five of liontgomery Cdunty organized their come

pany March 10y 1362, and the following latter was written

concerning the elections

" This certifies that at an election held, on the 10th
day of March, 1862 in Beat No. 5 in the county of Montw
gomery, to elect company officers for the company of
State Troops within said beat, the following persons
were duly elected vizs A, Fhillips, Captainj Je F. Mo-

- Fadin, 1lst Lieutenantj Samuel Hadegl 2n1 Lieutenant

Alexander Copeland, Junior-Second Lleutenant,

Pleasc forward commissions for the above officers
to 1aje Israel Worsham of the towmn of Montgomery., Also
senl to Major W, the coples of the Millitary lLaws to
which the officers of Montgomery County are entitled,32

30 Confederate Muster Rolls, February 14, 1862, 22

gitey Rumber 1148,

31 mmi4,, April 7, 1862,
32 1r44., March 10, 1362,
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Practically every3ab1éfbogied man in Montgozery
County was, before the war 9nded; muste;ed into one of
these companies, In 186% nearly all vers doing socme phase
of war duty, either guarding ‘at Galveston or fighting in
the war across éhé'nississippi. ‘Hennw;re at such a premium
" in Montzomery County Just before the ¢lose of the conflict,
and 50 many men had zon; fremftﬁa town bé Montgomery, that
a Confederate soldier doing patrol duty when hLe passed
through the town 1n.136k, described the villagze in his
dilary by saying that, fithe war hald dried the 11ttle place
up=-not a door open in 1%,"33 B |
_ The wonen of ﬁontgoaary County had a voluminoué Job
during the war, They busied themselves with spinning,
weaving, and making clothes for the soldierse Nearly every
family bought wheels and looms, and an abundance of cloth
wvas manufactured. The trado.across the Ri¢ Grande, and
that carried on by running the blockade, kept the people
tolerably well supplied with such necessitles as could not
be produced in the State,
To show the tasks of the women during the war, the
folloving perts of letters written by women during the Civil
-¥War am quoted: - . '
B ey e o %”—H
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« o « The ladies have been dusy the last few days
making uniforms which are grey trimed with yellow, they
look ver{ prettye « o o Times are very hard here, it
talkes all the money we ¢an spare for the soldiers
though not withstanding the bleckade we have plen!y to
eats, ‘I have raised a great many chickens this year and
ve have had fine gasgens, and all kinds of vegetables
idn abundances « « ¢

In 1862 another ¢orresponient wrotet

¢ o o Woll how do you get on making eloth, I have
made 90 yds, and have another plece realy to weave.
Plain white cloth i1s selling for 50 and 60 cents per .
ydey and calico at 25 and 30, I bought several calico
dresses, but we have no vhere to go. No preaching for
saeveral months. I made me a nice hat and dyed 1t black
out of wheat strawe, I have been dusy making Mr, Davis
shirts, Ma and Hgg.len are makinz them a tullp quilt
like yourse ¢ o o

In 1863 a letter from Fairfield, Texas reached Mont-
gomery andsald in parts = | | |

"

s ¢ o I have no newvs of importance to write only ve
are all busy at vork here, I am spinning me some dresses,
I have slmost got them done, We have t0 make our own
clothes up heres The people here are all hard at work,

I wvant you to write to me what you all are doing dowvn
there, if you are trying to make any cloth about Monte
gomery and how you are getting along in that way. I would
like to0 know what you do for cotton eards down there,
they are very scarce up here and very high also, Every
thing in the rrovision line is very high, bacon 1is solle
ing for 50 cents per pound, corn 2 dollars per bushel,
Wo have some new comers to this naighborhood, among them
are soms families from the northern states that have
lost nearly all of their pggperty. It was taken fron
them by the Yankeed, s o

3% fotter of Amelia Janes Davis to Detty Davis,
August 7, 1861, in Addison Collection. )

35 letter of Amelia Jane Davis to Betty Davis,
Decamber 30, 1362, in Addison Collection.

- 36 letter of Ellzabeth Bennett to Betty Davis,
February 22, 1363, in Addison Collection.
|
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. On June 19, 1865 General Gordon Cranger of the

United Stutes Army landed on Galveston Island, assumed
military cormand over Texas, declared all that had been done
by the State government since 1861 null and void, and pro=-
¢laimed the freedom of the Negroesj hence the reconstruction
period began,

Hontgomery County had its share of corruptness dure
. 4ing the reconstruction perioed like any other thickly pope=
ulated Negro countys The first trouble began at the time
enmancipation was confirmed by General Granger, In June all
crops were at a stage where they needqd rmuch care and
attention. Many of the slave ocuners did not want to tell
their field hands about the emancipation until fall when
the crops hﬁd been harvested, This created some excltement
batween the newly appointed federal officlals of the county
anl the local farmers. Finally contracts were given to the
Negroes to finish out the farming years By fall, when the
crops were gathered, 211 the slaves had been turned loose
to wanier aboug the county to gripple fo; & living as best
as they could';’ The rreed Negr;aes became destitute, and
vhen winter approached a rumor of a Hegro murrection was
talked wi:ich caused the local eitizens to be uneasy for
~ thelr safety, Close to Christmas time rumors had become 30
alarming that the ciuze.ns petitioned the Governor to send
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stata troops for protection, The petition that the citizens
sent 13 as follows: ' ‘

The undersiznsd respectfully ask leave to represent
to you, that they have, as they verily believe good
grounds to apprehend an insurrection of the Negroes at

. or about the New Year at this place and Waverly, and
they e¢an rot doubt, form information had from other
parts of the State, and the Warnings of the public prints
that an insurrectiomary organization--perhaps aided by
the Jay Hawking elemente-exists wherever the legroes are
in mumbers,

The collected information of numberous reliable ine
diviluals, both as to the conduct of and admissions by
Negroes, of the faet that a general rising and division
of property is contemplated, on the part of the Kegroesy
(those admitting 1t, however, denying all connection on
their part with the movement’ cannot be ignored, however,
much their goed conduet during the war would lead us to
hope 1% otherwise,

What the Negroes, in the face of the strongest assurances
of the authorities and the late speeches of Cenls. Strong
and Cregory warning them to the contrary, they still deter-
minedly believe and express thelr belief that a general
divison of the Iand and property of the country, will be
made among them, 1f not at Christmas, yet as soon as the
"Great Man", the “uperior officer of the Govt. can
attend to making it. - .
® 9 0 0 0 & 08 9 L A0 B R BT O OGO L ETE B OEE OSDS

Another belief prevails among them, that in the event
of an insurrection, the Govermment scldiers will not .

- taks part againsg éhem, ani from the intimacy or fratere
nization that takes place, on all occasions, between
them and ' the Govt, and Cormon soldierse-gven those that
escorted Genl, Gregory s late tour, we cannot doubt
but that the Negroes have some grounds }or this belief.

Were no dangers cof an insurrection of a preconcerted
character to be feared, still one may be expectsd, (from
their ignorance, folly, and late teachings of equality
in all respects), when they'iather in large bodiese~freed
from thelr contraets during the holy days and feel the
momentum of numbers and corporal strenzth with supplies
of liquor and procead from a small beginning, to breaking
open stores, ending in violence, outrage, destruction of
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l1ife, stores of food, corn, and other property--which
ve 1earn.from a reiaable Negro as to ths destruction
of the comn cribs.

By 1370 Montgonmery cOunty'was in the ecluteh of the
Carpetbag and Scalawag rule which lasted over ten years,
In 1870 a_petition'was presented to the reconstruction
legislature for relinquishment of the state tax for the
years 1370 and 1371, The tax money was to be paid to the
county officlals so that they could pay the county debts.
The reasons the petition listed were clearly stated:

The County, by the effect of the Rebellion, lost the
revenua (full one half of its former income) aerive
rram the taxable value of those who are not freed persons.

Thers has not been any immigration to the county,
nor any vork of Public improvement undertaken, aince the
Rebellion., 8o, there has been no increase in the value
of real and other rroperty. Consequently, there had been
no inerease of revenue at these sourses-which have been
80 largely enjoysd by other counties, neither has there
been any increase of reveme to the county at any other
source.

All the Iimited income of the County-esince the War,
has been expended, in the partial payment of the current
expences of the caunty.

all, and the Court house of the County require
materia repairs or re-novation.

The present 1ncom1ng CGunty taxes (for the year
1870) will not be suffieclent to pay the accuring Jury
fees anld other annnal ccunty expenses of the present

-, year. - - .1*_

There is also<a 1arge indebtednsss against the
County, now standing from unpaid Jury fees and other
expenses, necessggi]y 1nc1dent to county organization
and government.

7 "o )
j'». N » v

37 Hbmorial Petitions, November 1365, in Texas State
Archives, Humber 267, ,
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After the war gbntébmery'and‘ﬂarri; Counties had
been placed in the same state congressional districts In
the state congressional election of 1870 two Hegro represente
' atives were eloctad;to-repiéseﬁt hoﬁtgﬁmery amd larris
Counties. Gol@stoininupreo, Kegro rrom Montgomary, and
.Richard Allen,'ﬂéé;é rrom Houston, were elected. While
campaigning for Governor Davis in the next election, that
of 1872, Coldstein Dupree was caught by the Yontgzomery unlt
of the Ku Klux Klan and killed.39 h

In the Fevemder election’ of 1372 Richard Allen,
Negro from Houston, was reelected to the legislatures The
Radical Rerublicans ran E, indersonm, Negro from Montgomery,
in Goldstein Dupree's place and he succeelded in being elected
to the Legislaﬁure. The election was contested and Anderson
gave up his geat bvefore his term expired.uo '

The 1872 election was ons of such fraud that the
whole election was contested by the losing candidates,
The case was tried parore the Thirteénth logislature in the
senate chamber in Austin and the trial lasted several months,
The charges brought against the Radicals concernsd thefir

tacties and illegal methods in electionss The group that had

37 com '
nteste Wle ion ;3 D%stri%&
1 he qega§e, EEE% ogislature otn*e g xas us
ardwe tate Frinter, 3755 .
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been ¢lected, one senator anl three representatives, was
charged with the followings

That more than fifty men, after voting for you in
Harris county , again ani during the same election voted
for you in Montgomery countys. t more than four hune
dred men voted for you in Harris county, vho at the
time of voting wers not and never had been ¢itizens or
residents of the said Fourteenth Senatorial District,
nor were they duly registered in said districte + ¢ o
That more than two hundred men in Illarris county voted
for you upon their affidavits that they were registered
and qualified voters in sail county, and had lost their
registration fapara, whose names do not appear upon the
registration 1lists of saild county, which was done in

- gontravention of the General Elec%ion law, That the
same thing was done in Montgomery county by one hundred
men, That more than fifty negro men were allowed to
vote for you who gave different names to the judges of
election, from the name called for by the registration
papers they presented, and were 20 allowed to vote withe
out any ons identifying them, or being known to either
of sald Judges, and without examination as to their
qualification as voters, That one hundred or more men
vere allowed to vote for you who presented no registrae
tion papers, but merely a slip of paper containing what
they said was thelr number on the registration list, and
.this wvas done without any examination of the voter by the
Judzes of election, and not one of whom was known to
either of s2aid Judges or other presents « « That the
‘man Sheridan, one of the Board of Apreal, during the
time of the Een days?! registration by the Registrar, was
enzaged as a "rummer® for the Radical party, and was
employed in hunting up and bringing to the hegistrar
colored men for registration, thereby disqualifying hime
self to act impartially and with fairness in the exercise
of his ¥revisory power" as a member of the Beard of
Apreals, That the colored men, mmbering from three to
five hundred, and al] “adlcals, and your political
friends, mobbed, on “ednesday of the election, a colored
man for voting ého ®*Democratic ticket", thereby in=-
- timidation and preventiong many other colored men from
voting for me and other Democratle nominees. ¢ s ¢ That
-~ — —— ———men vho served in the penitentiary of the ~“tate for.
crime, and who had not in any manner to the lawdbeen — — — — -
restored to the right of suffrage, voted for you. That

&
Al
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the Board of Appeals failed to strike from the registra-
tion lists the names of those who had diled or removed
from the county, and that some fraudulent votes were

cast for you upon the registration papers of dead Negroces.
That some nezroes who had not:arrived at the age g{
majority were registered and voted for yous ¢« o o

An example of what had happened at the polls was

given in one o: the testimonies of Sam Ashes It was
stated:

%

" I heard Sheridan say frequently to the Negro voter
who had given a different name from the ons called for
by the registration paper, "your name 1s so and so®
calling the name called for by the registration paper,
but in those inastances the voter persisted in giving khis
name, saying that thak was his right name, and that he
wvas not going to changs 1t, vhich caused iaughter among
the bystanders. « « o, 4 aprealed directly to Sheridan
and told him that the Lrauds would vitiate the election,
but he paid no attention to me. The .frauds were so
apparent that everybody could see them, and the negro
policemen were laughing about it. It was a subjlect of
Joke amongst them,

Robert Ashe, colored, lived in Calveston county, and
voted in iarris ecounty under an assumed name, I was ’
gtanding by and knew the name he votsed under was not
Ashey and I know that his name was Ashe, He belonged to
me} ! 1mev hin all his life; we were raised together.

Tom Sanders, eolored, handed in his ballot to
Sheridan. When it was discovered to be a Democratic
ticket, his papers were handed back to him as rejlected
Sheridan retaining his ballot and placing it on the taﬁle
oytside of the ballot box, ' :

Tom Sanders asked me to examine his papers. I examined,
and told him that they were regular, and entitled him to
vote, &nd told him to present them again to Sheridan., lHe
d14 so, and at the same time a colored policeman forced
him a ﬁepublican ticket, in spite of his declarations
that he had already passed into Sheridan's hanls another
ticket, <+he Republipan ticket was rapidly taken dy
Sheridan and put in the box, To this I made strong

— A o
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strong objections, clarging Sheridan with open fraud,
and manipulating 'f'om Sander's vote. I used some very
severe language to him, because he was impertinent to me,
I was in a 1ittle difficulty myself on one occasion..
I was passing into tie court house from the sidewalk
through a dense erowd of colored voters, when a fist
fight oscurred belween a white man and a black mane A
colored policeman named Johnson interfered and arrested
the white man,. About that time I came upon the scene
and arrested the colored mane At the time I arrested
the colored man he was striking at the vhite man, who
was under arrests This created a good deal of excite-
ment among the negroes, and they threatened to over-
wvhelm mey¢ I held on to him, however, until other Po
parties came up, and they were final gseparated.

The eontestants wonj the .Negroes and Radical Repube
1icans were ousted from their seats, and the Democratie
caniidates took their pla;:e. This was the point of the
beginning of the ebbing tide for the Radiecal control in
Montgomery Countys The Ku Klux Klan became very active to
ke/ep the Negroes and Radicals away from the polls, Every
Negro who was courageous enough to become a eandidate
received a call from the Ku Klux Klan, In the town of Mont-
gomery the sound of the Negroes being punished by the Klan
could be heard from one side of the town to the t:»t:l*xe:.'.!*3

In 1376 a Yankea came from Illinois to Montgomery
to teach a three months school for the Negroes. Ina few

wveeks he disappeared and was soon replaced by another who

%2 1pa3., pe 33

L3 Personal interview of the author with Mre J. Be
Add1son, Montgomery, Texas, July 8,1952.
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taught for a few weeks, One morning the Negro children went
to school and their teacher 41d arrive, Finally someone
reported that the professor had ieen found drowned in Town .
Creek, The Negroes were told that the man had slipped from
a footlog while erossing the stream and drowned., Other
reports.were that he was murdered and thrown into the creek
by locz2l citizens who resented a Yankee teaching the N’egroes.m+

William McGrew, county attorney for two years, and
his half-brothers, John and Bob Oliver, ani a Charles Brown
(alias Tex Brown) were shot to death by the people of Monte
gomery in "necessary defense", McGrew was found to be a Ku
Klux Klansman at night, & Republican appontee by day, and a
horse thief in between, The Oliver boys would ride their
horses into the stores, riéq their guns, terrify the in-
habitants, and eommit robbery at will, Tex Brown was a lave
less desperado of more rencwn, .All four bodies were dumped
on Mrs, Oliver's porch, They were the first ones to be
buried in the new cemetery, dbecause they'yero refused burial
in the Methodist grave yard.“s 7

Another Federal arpointee who did not stay long
after he was appointed was R, B. Rentfro. Ke was appointed

County Judge, dbut socn resigned for reasons set forth in a

W Harﬁn, QR gltey pe 62,

k5 Anna_Davis Weisinger, "History of Montgomery
County," Historicads Program, 5ctober 25, 1949, ps 16,
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letter quoted herewiths
Dear Sir:

Did you know one R. Bs Rentfro, a lawyer and pol=
itician living in Montgomery Co, 1n 18782 ¥hat was

his reputation politically and soclally? e 1s now a
candidate for congress from this district and I have
been referred to you. Did Mr. Rentfro have to leave
Montgomery Co, and for what? Will you please give me
21l the information at your commnand. Was an attempt
maie to hang him dy mob andi for what? Reports are
conflicting as to Mr. ‘entfro's record in Montgomery
Coe and I want toget something reliables Did Mre. Rent=
fro make threats about buring the town of Willis and
taking Montgomery, and that he would not be responsible
for the lives of women and children? I trust you will
pardon my troubling you and con&%des me under many
obligations for an early reply,

In reply to the letter the folloving was writtens
Dear Sir: ‘

Herewith find a copy of a telegram lately wired to
you in _reply to you, it sudbstantally answers much of
your letter of 1lst insto .

I 414 know Mr, Rs B. Rentfro, lawyer and politician
living in Montgomery County in 1878. It was prudent for
Mre. Rentfro to leave Montgomery County. His l1life would
not have been safe here had he attempted to remain till
fall elections Iis offense was "Radicalism” and being
incautious in language, His first personal unsafety was
in August 1373 at a Barbecus and speaking at Betinel, a
Baptist Church some miles North of Montgomerye, And I
understand ¥ropes" were talked abouts I arrived there
after Mr. Rentfro had left, But from what men told me
on the road and from what I saw and heard after I got
there I think it maybe turned a '“mob", 8Bome of whom

. doubtless proposed ill~treatment to two active Repbulican
candidates vizs Judge Polk Yell and Mre. Rentfros

I never heard that lMr. R. made threats about burning

NS

"0 letter of Oswald Wilson to Nat Hart Davis,
October 1, 138%, in Addiﬁon Collection,
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the town of Willis, There was a report that he said the
town of Montgomery might be taken and that he would not
be responsible for the lives of the women and children,
This was greatly deversifed of its offensiveness when
the real language used by Mr., R. came ocut, Nor 1s it
likely that it inluced the treatment to Hentfro at Bethel,
Some week or two or a month after the Bethel affair (or

I was told) a small crowd of men in (not citizens of) the
town of Montgomery apparently wanted to shoot Mr, Rente
fro. My recollection is that this was the P, M. of the
Saturday that armed men rode into the town of Montgomery
to hear a Democratie speech in the Methodist Church,
8till later in the year some persons in or at the town
of Willis--as I have hearde~gave Mr, Rentfro notice

that he could not stay there.

Thoughtful, rrudent, quiet, men did not desire Mr,
Rentfro to rema in tﬁis County,

The latter half of 1878 and the early part of &979
vere times of bitter strife in Montgomery County.

-+

57 Lotter of Nat Hart Davis to Oswald Wilson,
October 8, 188%, in Adidison Collection,




CHAPTER VIII
IRSTITUTIONS AND INDUSTRIE3

Throughout the history of Montgomery County there
have been two main churches, the Baptist and the Methodist,
The first Baptist Church in the county was organigzed in
1333 with the Elder Allen Samuel as its pastor, Elder
Daniel Parker, the organizer of one of the flirst Baptist
Churches in Texas, visited this church in 1840 and wrote
in his ehurch Journal the following wordst:

: s ¢ ¢ I proceeded to Montgomery County, where I
found a church with about 20 members of tﬂe sound
Regular Baptist faith and order who had constituted by
the best authority in their reach some time in the year
1338 with Flder Allen Samuel thelr Pastor. « o « This
Church is known by the name of Mount Pleasant Church of
the Regular Baptisi feith and order Your iumble Servant
in Christian I.ovo.

3

The next report ot Baptist activities and a church
being organized was in 18%% reported by Reverend Z. Ne.
Morrell, His report contalned the .followings

¢ + o Elder R. E. Be Baylor, then residing at Ia
Grange, accompanied me to Colonel Richard Jarman's,
some seventeen miles southe-cast, where we preached
for several days and orgenized a churche o« o oCreatly
encouraged with the proipect, religliously, west of the
Brazos, my nind vas mpresseA strongly that my labors
vers 1n denmand 1n the, county of Montgomery, which then

/

1 "The Rgco‘xidsq‘oﬂ an Farly 'i‘exasiBaptist Crimfcizh“ :
%ﬁv%er;z of the Teras gate Histor ca% ssoclation
7 L I (Austing The Texas State historica Kssocﬁtlon,

1907)y Pe 117,
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oextended from the Brazos to the Trinity Rivere ¢ o

I visited, as rapidly as I ecould, a number of the
most important points in this region of country, the
present locality of Anderson, Colonel Shannon's, Mont=-

- gomery, Danville, and Hunt:svhle inquiring after Bape
tists, and constdering the facillitles and difficulties
relative to a general orgeniezation. The country was
being rapidly settled, and large congregations met us
at every point,

e b @ & ¢ ¢ ¢ & & & 06 S B 2 4" O O S 8 e 0 e b 800

Seven miles west of the town of Montgomery, another
monthly appointment was steadily filled, and on the
twenty=-fifth day of November, 1344, the Post Oak Grove
Church vas organized, with six members. The presbytery
consisted of Elders Wme. M. Tryon and Z. N. Morrel. '

On the same daj the organization was formed, sister
Aaron Shannon, ani my son A, H, Morrell relate gneir
experiences, and were baptized dy brother Tryon.

~ Another early Baptist Church was organized in the
town of Montgomery Dacember 28, 1850, In this church the
renowned Re Es Be Bailo,r,a wizose name later became affiliated
vith Barlor Universiﬁy, jlrxeylc,ll ma;ny meetings.,‘ In 1855 one of
the citizens .of Montgomery wrote “'chaz.t: '

e o o I tock my pen in hand t6 say a few words
about preaching ete, Well, the Baptist Church was
filled up, Judge Baylor made a very pretty and feel=-
inz discourse. A ouo gi funeral for the late Rev, M.
Chilton. The text "Jesus wept" was appropriate, Baye
lor was not probably the ableist that Chilton had, but
his sermon hadl more of the gospgl, simplicity, a :
visdon of heart about. 15. o o o '

>

B , - ’. ¥ .
Again in 1355 he wrote about a Baptist revival in which he
. - . . .
stateds Lot )
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2 Z. No Morrell, Ellower-; 201 Fruits Frcm the Willer-

nesss; ory Thirtveddy Years In Texnas and Two Winters ‘One
duras (Hew Yorkt wnsldon and Company, 1372)y PPe 197-2034
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3 latter of Nat Hart Davis to Betty Davls, February
11, 1355, 4n Aldison Collection,
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e ¢« o The Baptists arornow trying to get.up a
revival meeting; commenced Friday night and yesterday
and last night, again this morning and at night, and
tomorrow at 9 l. Mo they propose to meet, Men, women,
children, and servants all keep it as'a day of fasting
and praver, and then how much longer the meetlng 1s to
last I suprose depends in the exé¢itement, I attended
the two past nights and may go again tonighte « o o
In 1838 Methodist affairs in Texas were under the
supervision of the Mississippi Conference. In 1338 1t was
arranged by this conference that center;ng at the town of
Montzomery and including all the territory between the
Trinity River and Brazos River the Reverend Isaag L. Ge
 Strickland would be in charge, In 1833 Isaac Strickland,
a circult missionary, proceeded to Montgomery, where he
made his headquarters and organized the first Methodist
Church in the county. Services were at {irst held for this
church in the home of a member.s
Since Montgomery was made the center of Methodist
activities of such a large area-~from the Brazos to the
Trinity-=-and since 1t was the only sizeadble town in that
area, 1t was apparent that the Reverend Strickland would
establish his residence at that place, In 1342 through

the contributions of the local carpenters anl cadbinet makers,

% Letter of Nat Hart Davis to Betty Davis, July 15,
1855, 4n Addison Collection,

s,w. No Martin, "A History of Montgomery,® (un-
published Master's thesis, Sam Houston State Teachers
College, IMuntsville, Texas, 1950), p. 66,
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and through subscriptions of the local citizens, the first

parsonage in Texas was ereeted.6

This parsonage was replaced by a more modern dbulld-

. ing in the 1330's, which is still in use; hovever, it is

on a different site from that on which the original bulilding
was erected, A momument marks the spot where the first
building stood,

In 1850 the Methodists erected a new church on the
site of the first chur?h.-vThe*cﬁurch bells, then an in-
novation in new Texas %ewns, were given by Peter and Richard
Willis, ploneer merchants of Montgomery. At the dedlcation
of this church held on July 27, 18;1, 1t was christened
Alexander Chapel, The following describes the deiication
ceremonys ;"

In the flourisfing village of Montgomery, Methodism
seems to be permanently estadblished, At an early periocd
in the exploration of Texas by the missionaries of the
Methodlst Church, this place was visited, but of the
success of their labors here for several years, we are
not prepared to speak definitely. But in our visit to
this town on last Sabbath we found a church of some
thirty odd members, most of whom are truly devoted
Christians ani te-to~talists, They have evinced their
Christian enterprise in sustaining a stationed preacher,
and in the erection of a neat and commodious chapel,
which was dedicated to the worship of Almighty God on
last 3abbath, " o
I N N EEEE RN E N I I I I

It was our pleasure to coniuct the dedicatory ser-
vices of the new chapel, which 1s to bs called Alexander-
Chapel, in compliment of Reve. R. Alexander, thie Presiiing
Elder, of Ruterville District, who has preached there

S Lec. git.
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frequently for His work's sake,

In the delightful services we were assisted by Rev.
Bros. Rottenstein and Aliexandere«~the former offereld the
first prayer and the latter administered the holy sac=
rament of the Lord's Supprer &t the close of the sermon.

e & & @& ¢ ¢ & o & ¢ & O+ S " S " S O s 8 s ¢ s
Rev, Bros. Ogletree, Johnson, ani John were present
to assist in the subsequent exerises of the meeting.
Cur first impressions of Montgomery were quite favorable,
We learned that a Baptist church has been organized in
this town, andi that & hanisome subseription for a church
edifice has been ohtained and that the elifice will be
erected forthwith, '

Schools played an important part in the early history -
~ of the countys In 1837 Doctor F. Jo Arnold and C. E. ¢lap-
per bought a lot and gave it to the town to be usod'jointly
by the Masonic lLodge and public schools It was not until
1343, however, that a charter was grented ani a building
constructed for a school, In 1848 the state legislature
passed the rollcwing'aet for 1ncorp9rating an acédemy at
Hontgomerys

De 1t enacted by thLe legislatum of the State of
Texas, That the institution for the educating of youth
now located at the town of Montgomery, in the county o}
Montgomery, shall be, and the same i1s hereby estabdlished
at said town, by the name of the "Montgomery Academy of
Montgomery County."

Be it further emacted, That C. B, Stewart, Jacob
Shannon, Re Fo Oliver, W. M. Rankin, Benjamin Rigly,
Je He Pricey Re Bs Martin, M, O, Dimon, J. Wamack, end

- - - -

7 C. Richardson, "Dedication cf Alexander Chapel,

Montgomery, Texas," The Texas Metholist Fistoriecal fuarterly,
Vole I (Ge&rgetowﬁ Texas$ Texas Hethollst hLilstorica
Association, 1909-1910)5 Pe 2366 ¢
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Ee Jo Arnold, the President and Trustees of said Acadmey
be, and they are hereby constituied and incorporated a
body politic in deed and in Lav, by the name and style
of the President and Trustees of.the Montgomery Academy
of Montgomery County, and by the name they ani thelr
successors may, and shall have succession and exercise
the privileges herein granted them, be capable of suing
and being sued, of pleading and belng impleaded, of
holding properéy real and personal, and mixed, and of
granting, selling, and conveying the same at pleasure,
of having a common seal to be changed at their pleasure,
of establishing a Female Department, and such other dee
pendent institutions as they shall 3eem necessary, and
of doing and performing whatever else they may deem
proper and necessary for the advancement of said in-
stitution, in as ample a manner as persons of dbodies
politic or corporate can or may be law,

s & % O & & 5 & 2 0 ¢ b & & B ¢ & & & P & B O SN e
Be it further enacted, That said institution shall
be open to all denominations of religion, and that this

act take effect from and after its passage,

Approved, March 11, 1848,8

The building was a two story house fifty by a hundred
feot and the lower story was used for the academy, while the
upper story housed the Masonic lodge. The frome work of the
bullding was of hewn white oak logs weather-boarded outside
and later ceiled inside, A partition separated the Academy
into two rooms each fifty feet square, one used by the boys,
the other used by the girls, After a few years this partition
vas removed and the school became coeducational, A fire-
Place at either end of the bullding furnished the heat. The
vwindow panes were painted red and blue, thus making the 1light

very poor except wvhen the\ windows were raiseds As the panes

\
8 R
He Pe No Gammel, ,The wg of Texas 182 ‘LS_EZ (Austin‘
The Cammel Book Company, '}%%I%Im-%ﬁ.
|
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became broken they vere replaced by pleér ones and soon
enough light crept through.? ' . ' , '

A blackboard on a stand ran the length of one long
wall, This was madc; of boards painted black with a chalk
_trough where the pupils carefully put th; lumps of chalk
wvith which they wrote. The pupils who could afford it
brought a chair and either a desk or table from homes The
‘desks usually had hinged tops which could be opened or
lockeds The less fortunate children sat oh long benches
facing the teacher and when writing time came they had to
march up to a special writing desk. This desk was a long
table down the middle of the schoo} room with the top
divided into two tilted surfaces where the pupils seated
themselves facing each qi:her.m

The first teachers of the Montgomery Acadsny were
Je Jo Patton and a lady who taught there before, during,
and a short time after the Civil War, These two were
- folloved by Es Co Chambers and a Miss Ames, who taught until
the first free school was started in 1872.11

Besides the Montgomery Academy there was another
school that lasted for a | number of years, It was built and

) E Dora Davis, “The Development of the School in Monte
gomery, Texas," (unpublished paper, 1933), Ps 3e

10 1o, cit.
1 100, git.
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taught by Charles L. 3. Jones and was known as the Jones
Academy. It had both boarding and nonboarding pupils and
taught all subjectss Jones was assisted by his son and
daughter who built this ﬁp to be a very popular shcool. When
the Civil War came on Jones' son with most of the older boys
of the village left for the war and the father was compelled
to close the schéol.’ After the war was over the bullding was
rented out to two returned soldiers to open a school, These -
two men'were:r; Je Pesl and Alexander Bo&d, both being
graduates of Austin‘cOxlegé, then located at Huntsville,
Texas 12 ' ;

The first pﬁblic school was built in 1895 on the same
spot whera the other schools had been located. - The house
Qas planned for a school and lodge and when built it ad-
equately housed the Masonic lodge in its upper story. The
downstairs consisted of two rooms, each twenty-four feet
square, & twelve foot wide hallway, and two doors at each
end 13

The pupils for this school were separated into two
groups of primary and gramnar grades, the few who pursued
the more advanced studies sat in the room with the grammar

school students, The curriculum varied, but more attention

12 11dey pe 5o
3 M" De 64 )
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was devoted to mathematlies and grammar, latin was usually
given two years to the most advanced pupils, English was
taught though grammar and épelling were stressed throughe
out the school. The dictionary was the favorite textbook
and classes were combined so that the entire school above
the primari spelled from the dictionary., After 1375 the
"Blue Back Spellerﬁ was & r;vorite.xu

Some of the teachers of the early schools of Monte
gomery became prominent men, Doc&or John T, Moore, who
later became a prominent doctor in the Medical Arts Builde
ing in Houston, was at one time principal teacher at Monte
gomerye. Doctor W, B, Bizzell, later president of Texas
Agricultural and Mechanical College held this humble offices
Doctor Cs Pe Be Martin, charter professor of Texas Agricule
tural and Mechanical College who taught argicultural cheme
i1stry there was a teacher at Mbntgomery. Doctor Frank
Calecott, professor of the Department of Spanish at Columbia
University, was at one time Superintendent of the school at
Montgomery.15

Some of the school trustees who served nearly a
quarter of a century as members of the board of trustees
were: Doctor Charles B, Stewart, succeeded by hls son Edward

- Ibides Do Do
15 dbidey Do 8
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Stewart, Doctor F, A, Young, Jim Riley, succeeded by his
son John Riley, Jim Sanders, succeeded by his sons Willle
end Robért Saniers. lester Peel was president of the
board for fourteen years and W. B. Gay was an active member

for more than fifteen years.16

In the 1920's the Montgomery schools were consolidated

into an indepenient school distriet through the influence of
Mildred Price, then a member of the school board, by ine
teresting her brother, Representative Robert A. Powell, in

securing the passing of a'sﬁecial act of the State legislature

to creats the Independent School District of Montgomery 17
. C L

The Conroe schools began in i886 vhen a one room
rough lumbered house’wés econstructed at Isaas Conroe's Mill,
It had hand-mado benches for desks and 1ts first teacher was
Miss Ione Burns (later Mrs. Je Ao Knight). This school
only lasted five months of the year. .The next 3chool house
was also a one room affair and was located in the southeast
part of Conroe where Jim Traylor liveds, In 139% snother
room was ajded and also another teachers At the time of
this school's organization Conroce was under the community
system of publie schools. Under this system the public

schools were organized by the County Judge who acted as

BB 10c. ctt.
17 1000 etk
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ex offico school superintgndent. He appointed three trustees
in each neizhborhood, who oragnized a school, gave it 8 name
and number, then furnished the County Judge a 1ist of all

thé children of séholastic age that would attend school,

Tax money would then be appropriated accordinglyom ‘

In 1899 a new building was built, having four painted
roomss This bullding was situated on the dlock of ground
south of the present site of the William B, Travis Junior
Elgh School Building, At the time of 1ts organization
there were only ten é'rades ir; the plan, ani the three last
were ‘designated the high school, Honorable D A. Frank, now
& prominent attorney"osf D;].iaé,-' Texas, was the first Super-
intendent of schools., The first high school graduating class
of the school was, cﬁmposed,of. one young man and three young
ladies who received diploﬁas of gra&uation at the close of
the scholastic year 1901-1902.19 '

The cass of tha year 1906-1907 was composed of four
young men and eleven young womens The plan still ecarried
only ten grades and Hulon Ne Anderson had been the supere
intenient since 1995;' as well as the teacher of all high
school su‘bjects_except Latin, wﬁich was taught by Je T»

13 Eulon N. Anderson, "History of the Conroce High
School,® (unpublished paper, no da 7’ De 1. .

13 10c. cit,
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Terrys, In 1909-1910, the class in the tenth grade gradusted

twelve peorle anli during this year‘under the superintendency
of W, Cs Hannsr, arrangements were perrected for the adiition
of the eleventh grade. .

In midetern of the scholastie yesr 1911-1912 the
entire schoo] was moved ‘into the firsp brick building built
in Conroe. Later this bulliing was named the Je Os He
Bennette Building 1n honor of T, o. H. Bennette who served
the district as president of the Board of Trustees for seven-
teen years. During his long tenmure he contributed thousands
of dollars of his own money to helﬁ equip and finance the
school system of Conroe .21

In January 1927, the high school was given a separate
huilding=~the central unit of the present David Crockett |
High School Buildinge-anl the elementary school was housed
in the J. 04 He Bennette School Builiing., The teachers ani
pupils of the high school group moved mostA of the furniture
and furnishing, including the lidbrary books, dy carrying them
by hand from the old buflding to the new schools22

In 1927 some new adlitions were made at the Bennette
Buildinge-among which was & wooden building to house a Free

ZOMQH Pe 204
21 Iogs cite
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Kindergartenj this had been moved from the o0ld school site
" t6 the lots now occupied by the new Education Building of
the First Baptist Church, and the gix room Jessle W, Harris
Home Economic Cottage, planned and built under the teacher
and by the boys of the Industrial Arts elaaées, occupied
the former site of the Kindgrgarten or "Adlison-Kiddy-Koop,"
named in honor of He C. Addisen, a long time member of the
Board of Trustees. Ba.had'bontributed freely of his means
in construction of tha.xiddyoxbop ‘and ‘in providing shop
equipment anl mechanical drawing supplies for the Iniustrial
Arts classes in the basemant of the Bennette Building.23

The scholastio population grav slowly until the oll

bocm came to the district in 1932, The following year the
scholastie population.was doubled and the school's enrolle
ment increased proportionally. Temporary fshacks" were
bullt and 1t wvas on October 11, 1935, that K. G. Schaffer,
President of the Board of Truséoes, turned the first shovel
of dirt in a ground breaking ceiemony'which sav the beginning
of the additions and nevw bulldings and construction of the
athletic fleld, a plant which now comprisas the quarters of 4
the David Crockett High Schools Since 1935 the entire system
has been advancing and improving in buildings,_equ;pment,'
organiéation, admiﬁistration, curriculum enrichment, qualifica=

2 Iog. el
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tions of teachers and administrators.zu-

Montgomery County has had several newspapers, ZThe

first one was called the Monisomery Patriot and was published
by John Marshall Wade in 1845, The first regular copy
appeared April 26, 1845, 1In ons of the first copies of this
paper the following advertisegent ;ppeareda

PROSPECTUS of the MONTGOMZRY PATRIOT,

"Iet all the enis thous aim'st at, be thy Country's thy
God's, and Truthts® = - S

The undersigned proposes publishing in-the Town of
Montgomery, a NEWSPAPER of the above title, as soon as
a sufficient mumber of subscribers e¢an bae cbiained to
Justify the proprietor in the undertakingse-and, in
order that a perfe¢t understanding may exist be%ween the
public and the Editor, we deen 4t expedient to issue the
gresent number, as a specimen of what may be expectsd

rom US, , o .

Although we do not arrogate to ourselves those high,
classical, or literary attainments claimed by many of
the editorial cecorps, yet we feel & confidence that our
humble enieavors wiil contribute to the support of the
institutions of our country generally, and the interests
of our country particularly, and that at all times we will
be governed by & respect for the maintainance of right,
Justice, freedom and humanity, -

Feeling almost certain of sufficient patronage from
our fellow=citizens, we venture to promise that our first
regular number will be pudblished on Saturday, the 26th
day of April next, and appear regularly thereafter, on
every Wednesday moraing, ,

TERMS: For each volume of £ifty-two number 1f paid in
advance=-Four dollars. If paid within three months=e

51; MO’ e 3.
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Four dollars and & half, At the end of tLe yeare~Five
dollars, :

Je Me WADE, Proprietor
Montgomery, March 29, 1845,29

Soon after organizing the paper Wade moved to Huntse
ville, where he published the paper for a year and then sold
out, | - '

Somg of the other newspapefs are as followss )onte
Ecpmery Rezister, published in 1370 in Montgomerys lontcomery
38, bublished in 1871 in Montgomery; Willis Observer,

. published in 1875.in Willisj Willds Iniex, published in 1339
in Willisj Conroe Fnterrrise, published in 1893 in Conroej

Hillis Procress published in 1308 in Willis, Montgomery
County has two 11§e papers at the present time, They are

| weekly newspapers and are called the Montromery County News

and the Conroe ggg;_;_g The Conroe Courler was first published
in 1892,

The industrial development of Montgomery County was
very slow in the first ten years of its historys The riz;st
settlers who came began to develop their lands by cléaring
awvay the forests and putting fields into the eultivation of
cotton and corne Due to primitive conditions, a; period of
slow development resulted through the late 1830's,

25 Vontromery Patriot, July 2, 1845, in Sam Houston
Hemorial Museum,
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Conditions improved after independence was won. Monte
gomery received a generous share of the tide of settlers vho
poured into Texas in the late 1330% and early 1350's, These
gsettlers were mostly welleto-do planters, and some of them
were large slave owners, About that time the first setilers
began to reap the reward of their early labore Their
potential wealth in c#ttlo, lands, and timber could now de
turned into money as the new settlers came,

Montgonery was the only fown in the county of any
importance, It soon became one of the most important trade
inz centers in Texass ILong teams of bxen, drawing loads of .
cotton, lumber, and other products, pledded thelr way slovly
to Houston, the nearest market, sixty miles away, These
fraight wagonQ brought back all kinds of merchaniise vhich
were shipped from New York, New Orleans, and other distant
points by way of Galveston.z6

With the increase of wealth, the cruds 1ife of the
ploneers was replacad by one of a more comfortable existence.
Professional men and their familles=-late comers from the
0ld states--lawyers, teachers, and doctors drought into the
county the culture of the 014 Souths A few Northerners,
‘rullfor the energy and initiative that characterized them,

came also,

128 Martin, one cltey Ps 3%
/ .
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Some of the early industries which had been neces=
"sary to the pioneer of Montgomery County gave away to modern -
factories and later to maés production, In the first days
there were grist mill:s_ and cotton giné which began to be
installed as farmix;g became the chief monsy crop. It was to
these gins and mills that the peox:le carried thelir cotton
and corn to be ginned or groundn _

One of the rirst gin and grist mill that was operated
in Hontgomery Was owned by Dre. Jo Es Price, It was built
in the early 1840's and was si};_rmtéd about nine miles
northwest of the‘ town of Hontgomdry .27 "

Another gin was an old horso-power gin operated by
George Dean. It vas situated across lake Creck on Ford's
lake, The exact date of the establishment of this gin is
not known, but it operated for several years prior fo 18hy,
It was ébandom;d later wvhen steam gins came into the ¢ounty,

Another cotton gin and grist mill in the county was
owned and operated by John Robertson, This gin and mill was |
a stean type and was located at HNew Caney around 1366'; and
another gin in this area was established by Willism Campbell
Copalard in the 1350's,

An early industry in Montgomery County that 4id not
survive the Civil War was & tannery established by Antony

27 Ibidey pe 43,
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Martin in 1843, This tannery was operated until the middle «
of the Civil War, vhen materials became scarce and Martin
was forced to closee. Another shorte=lived industry was a
small pottery located on a farm south of the town of.lMonte
gomery., It was established in the late 1840's, The remains
of the 014 kiln ard a rew'broken rleces of pottery still
rark the location.aa

One of the first sawmilla iﬁ Yontzomery County was
run by Cecrge Dean, It was located on Ford's lake about
seven miles south of Vontgomery. The steam boller was
brought from Galveston, Texas, in the 1860ts, Xt 13 sald
that this boller came out of a.steamboat, the famous llarriett
lone, thot vas sunk by fae Confederates-in the Civil var,
The boat was raised and tha boiler removed and brought to
Montgomery on ox carts. 2h13 rirst mill wns a crude affalr,
It 1s aaid that the saw had only two teath, There 13 no
definite information concerning the closing of this mill. L
It 1s lnown that it'was run for: several,years at 1ts original
gite and wvas 1ater removed to another rart of the county.z9

Because of the abundance of excellent timber, there
were mumerous other mills wvhich opsrated in the county

through the years, In the last quarter centﬁry cf the history

: 23 It_’l’_ﬂ,-_o,. Pe WO
29.L220,£$§~ , . ‘ !
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of Montgomery County there have been numerous small mills
wviich would move from one forest to another, some successful,
but most railureé. Scme of the successful ones were the
Grogan Iumber Company, located at Magnoliaj Foster Iumber
Company, located at Fostoriaj Iunt Lumber Company, located
at Willisj Delta Land and Timber Company, which was located
at Conroe, Other mills of consideradle size are located at
Porters, New Caney, Willis, and Conroe,

Giving plzce 6n1y to the oil industry in this county
in rank of importance 1s the timber and lumber business.
" For many years the principal source of revenue came from
the forests that until a very few years ago coversed this
areas lillions of feet of lumber and hundreds of carloads
of crosseiles were shipped fron ihis county anmually. The
people were educated in lumber;'they talked ard lived lumber,
Even the smaller lads could look at a pine tres ani give one
& fair estimate of the amount of*lumber it would produce

No doubt the- lumber 1ndustry hag been and will cone~
timue to be one of the chief industries of the county, There
is & large National Forest Reserve ‘situated in the northe
central prart of the éonnty. "fha timber is carefully selected
and solad to mills tha* pay the highest price, In later years
the pulp-wocd industry has deveIOped glonz with the lumber
Inlustry., The small mills buy'ths rights to cut off the

t
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trees suitable for lumber, and the pulp-wood men purchase
the rest of tha samo leaso for pulpdwood.3°

The o0ldest iniustry of Montgomery County 1s farming,
The 301l was rather fertile in the beginning and the raine
fall and temperature favorahble for agriculture, As the
early settlers cleared away the forests and began to farm,
they found that almost any food crop grew well, Small
fields of cotton were planted in the early 1340's, Just as
ag the first gins began to appear, more farmers planted
. cotton for their money ecrop. Corn, potatoes, cane, and
vegetable crops vere planted for home use and loeal trade,

During the late 1340's a stealy stream of settlers
came into the county with their families and slaves. It
wvas in the 1850's that cotton really became a source of
income, Cotton was hauled to Houston and Galveston on wagons
and ox-carts and sold or traded for other commodities, After
the Civil Var started, an increased demand for cotton ralsed
the price until most farmers were planting almost all that
they could possibly harvest. Almost every plantation
~ eventually built its own cotton gin.31

After the Civil War and during the Reconstruction
Period conditions in Montgomery County became very hard for

30 Ibid., pe 43,
3 1oge ctt,
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the farmerse The pricé of cott;on was sa low l;hat it was
almost worthless, The freeing of thé slaves caused many of
the largé farmers to dispose of their farms, After the
Negroes were emancipated, the labor situation became such
that the farmers coull not continue to plant a large acreage
of cottons They had to plant just about what the family
could grow ani harvest, The feeling between the freed
slaves and their former masters was not always {rienlly.
Many of the former glaves left the farm anl souzht relief
frbm the dqifferent government agencies that were organlzed -
to aild them,

' after the Reconstruction period farming contimued
somewhat as 1t d1d before the Civil Wsr, 1In adliition to
the cultivation of cotton, many families in the central
part of the county resorted to the cultivation of tcbacco,
The center of this inlustry was located at Willls, and it
1s sald that Willis boasted of having seven ¢igar factories
in 1895, A large number of big tobacco buyers from the
various eastern states would come to Willls each seascn to
buy thelr tobacco, claiming the Willls tobacco had a flavor
tlat could not be found elsevhers, The United States
. Congress 1ifted the tariff on Euban tobacco, which had a
very devasting effect on the Willis tobacco industrye. Duse
to the fact, that Cubans, with cheaper labor, could raise
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tobacco more cheaply than the farmers around Willis, the
industry soon vanished 32

In the last half century, farming has given way to
the lumbering of second growth timber and to ranching.
Today there are very few large zarms_ in the county. ‘ The
chief crops are corn, watermelons, and garden trucks The
8011 has been exhausted by poor farming methods, It is
only through heavy fertilization of the soil that any crop
¢an be grown with much satisfaction.

In the beginning, ranching 1n. this region was very
unsatisfactory, The land was ¢overed with heavy forest and
underbrushe There were very few prairies, and theVearly
settlers found that cattle ecould be grown only vhere the
forests had been cleared, Very fow cattle were raised
until- after World War I. The people have now found that the
land 13 better adapted to ranching than farminge It has
been proied that the wornbut 801l in the vicinity ecan de
terraced, fertilized, and. prospercusly mowed s6 that almost
any kind of grass good for cattle can be grown. Whers proper
pasture practices are being used, there is probably no
place in the state more suited for ranching o33

" For more than thirty years befor the discovery of o:ll

ﬁ govu-;e rier, June 30' 1933,
33 yartin, one eitiey Pe 50
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in the county there had'been taik that 1t was there, As
far back as 1700 shallow tests vere made in the county
and evidence of a major field develored, but for one reason
or another the tests were abandoned before striking the
productive o1l sands that underlie vast areas in lontgomery
Countys 7Thousands of dollars were spent by wildcatters in
a vain effort to plerce the rich pools, but either the wells
were abandoned before reaching the pﬁy sand or they missed
the pools entirelyo3l'f

The drilling of a deep water well for the Santa Fe
Railroad more than a decade ago occasioned a slight flurry
in o1l circles. A small showing of o1l was made by the
well, or at least that was the report that was circulated,
Evidently 1ittle or no credence was given the prospects of
finding 01l in paying quantities as the excitement soon
subsiled and the matter was dropped almost entirely with the
exception of an occasional reference by some of the old
timers to the subject.

Some shallow test were made in the now productive
area but drill bits never penetrated to a sufficlent depth
to disturd the ageless tranquility of the lakes of "biack
gold® under the dunes south and east of Conroe, Stirring
tales were told of fortune seeking gentlemen who staked

3% Conros Courier, April 8, 1932,
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their last dollar on a hope of f£inding the precious fluid,
Divininz rods, seismographs and all thé paraphernilia used
in the locating of hidden treasure were brought iato usa.35

It remained for George Straks, a young oil cperator
from Samt'wuis,-tussowi, to make the fini that changed
the history of this county. Strake came to Conros in the
spring of 1931, Nobody paid nuch attention to him, as there
had been dozens of ‘promoters 1n the 1013 before ani at
that time several wild cat tests were in operations Wild
_Tumors and conrlicting roports vere in the air and all had
amounted to naught in so0 far as atriking oll was concerned,
The Kelley-Baker well west_or town wasg going down at that
time and 1% was being wvatched with considerable speculation
by local people and a few ofl men§ hopes were high but the
vell was abandoned.36 '

Straks got very little consideration from local
people but he stuck to his theory that oil was to be found
if drilled for at the right placej 3o he rambled through
the woods and sand dunes south of Conroe for months. He
accumlated a block of leases with an area of eight thousand
acres and selected the spot to spud in hii well, le staked
everything on his Jjuldgment that he had solec.‘ted the right

35 s cit.
36 1oc. git.
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spot and with the courage of youth and the determination of
& veteran he set about the business of proving his cone
victions, I was unable to interest others in financing
‘his wildeat, borrowed money on his life murm;m to the
1imit, burned wood under his bollers because it was cheaper
than fuel oll, and after many weary days of drilling, Strake,
on December 11, 1731, got the flrst indication of oils O(n
December 13, he brought the well in, the first in Montgomery
Gmtmw Today the county hag several thousand natural
proﬁuanxg wellss The Conroe area at one time was considered
the third largest oil field in the United States.

Other industries of importance in Montgomery County
are the severasl gasoline reflineries, a tarbon black plant,
and two ¢reocsoting plants,

ﬁm‘ git.



CHAPTER IX

SUIMARY AND CONCLUSIOIB

This study has attempted to giva a general outline
of the role played dy Montgomery Ccmnty in the history of
Texas, The importancs of the county's contribution has
longz been overlooked by historians of this state, Addl-
tional research 1s needed to f£ill in the spaces which
8till remain in the story of the county's past, Although
the author of this study could not find any definite proof
in the short time he searched, it is the generally under=-
stood beliefl of many of the 0ld timers of the county that
Doetor Co Be Stewart, not George C¢ Childress, was the
author of the Declaration of Indepenience and writer of
the f£irst Constitution of Texas, He was certainly one
of the most learned men at tho convantion and had served
as secraetary to practically every important mesting prior
to the declaration convention, 'Further stuly on this
matter by some interested, person will no doubt give an
interesting new outlook on this phase of Texas historye

A reason w‘t;y the history of Montgomery County has
been overlooked lies in the fact that practically all of
the early history is eoncentrated around the town of oli
Montgomery, a place vwhich dus 'to ¢lose ti..e;s and relation=
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ships of its citlzens, resent and shun cutsiders,

In rreparing this shudy the author has spent several
yoars doing research, He knows that many Mterest;ng and
important details were overlooked, but he 414 his best with
the information he hal gathered to give a3 complete a history
a3 possidbles The largenass of the original county compelled
the author to try eliminate material facts concerning the
ecounties which were later disjoined, and in doing this
some material concerning Montgomery County was wnintention=
ally omitted.

For the early phase of the countyt's history the
author used extensively He E. Bolton's ahd Carlos E,
Castaneda's books concerning the translated documents of
the early Spaniards, In these books information was cobtained
concerning the explorers, missions, ani Indlans of the
countys . S |

/‘ The chapter on the early settlement of the county
vhich'mcluded the Mexican rul and the empresarios and
theif colonists, the Spanish archives of the General Iamd
Office and the books by Eugens Co Barker, Louls J, Wortham,
He ,/foakm,' and Homer 8, Thrall yroved helpful, In this
chapter an effort was m'ad.e to give to the lay reader who
A."Ls not familiar with the early methods of settlement and

1 enrresardo system a general panorama of how the settlement
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wvas carried oute The names of the emnresarios and their
colonists were given, Although the san Jacinto River was
used as the dividing line in the county to divide Austin's
colony and Vehlein's colony, the reader must realize that
the early settlers, in many instances, disregarded boundary
linesy thereforej some of Austin's colonists settled in
Vehlein's territory anl soue of VYehlein's colonists sete
tled in Austin's territory.

Montgomery County was 'thé third eounty created by
the Republie of Texas in the First Congress. Its organe
1zation was 5y an act passed by the First Congress of the
Republices The material used by the author for writing this
toplc was obtainsd in the Texas State Archives which con=
tained the original petitions and bills passed by the First
Congresse This congress had convened at Houstone

How the county got 1ts name 1s still a matter of
controversy. Althouch the author made this as ons of his
main objectlves to establish, 1%t is with regrets that a
definite conclusion could not dbe reached and only a hypothesis
;‘;’ormed. In order to find a definite answer more time was
spont on this ons particular phase than any other of the
entire study.

Cammelts Iaws afforded much information on provisions
for the division of the other counties from Montgomery. The
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original petitions of tho citizens from the county in the
State Archives also proved a great help for this tople,
and while writing about the establishmeat of th9 county
seat and courthouse, records in the Montgomery County

Courthouse were used extensively.

| An atterpt was made in the chapter on the eitlies and
conmunities to give a variety of the places which represent
the ommty in nmnicipal 1ife, e4 £y oldast town, one of
umsual eireunmstances, a ghost town, sawmill town, and the
ones most leading, ) The history gf each town incluied the
naning, organization, and the most importax;t events that
have cccurred in them, ‘The communities that were included
vere dons so becauso they so richly contributed to the ine
terast element of the study, besiles being a part of the
history of the countye Much material for this chapter wasg
obtained from the private collection of Hart Addison of
Conroe, Texas, and from interviews with the local eltizens
of each comunity by the authore

The next chapter concerned the important events,
1ssues, anl peorle of the county. Although these three
catagories occur in other chapters of this study, this
chapter was written separately to bring ocut the major
importance of certain particﬁlar evants, issues and peoplas
Montgomqry Countyt!s participatance in the early conventioné,
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battle of San Jacinto., Woll escapade, Civll War, Recon=
struction, and W1llis versus Montgomery affair, and a
biographical sketch of some of Montgomery County!s most
11lustrious men were .'..nclu:ied in this chapters Decause of
the length of the phases of the Civil War and Reconstruction

' pariod' these two heading were written into & separat

chapters The Civil War era included slavery, secession,
and participation :m the war, while the Reconstmctién era
incluled a gonoral panorama cf scme of the atrocities of
that periodo

In the chapter concerning“ 1nst11:u jong and Muatries, ,

the churches, schocls, newspapers, and a line of industries
vere deseribed in some d'ef;ail. The early history of the
Baptist and Mathodist Churches wers the only tow religious
institutions imluded. for the reason mt they were two of

. the earliesy in the gounty azu most pt the population today

belong to these two danominations. The schools ineluded
the earliest scholastio mstitutions of tha oldest ard
youngest towns, which pade up the sys tems of Montgomery
and Conrocee The towm of_ Willis ‘at ohs time had an important
schocl, historically spéhkiigg by the nawme of Willis Male
ard Fomale Academys This school vas not ineluded in this
particular chapter because 1t had been described in the
chapter on the cities and communities.

“The industries included in the last chapter were

e ot e Flakia a2 Fd
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the earliest industries, fa.rmm, ranching, lumbering, c¢il,
and some of the newer ones which have been 'recently estabw
lished in the ecountys The earliest and the oil industry
were strossed,

In the way of conclusion the author wishes to say
that the rurroses of this study have been fulfilled in
that a chronological history of the important events of the
county have been compiled vhich may serve as & medium for
people of Montgomery County who are interested in t&eir
county*s history, and the purpose also has been fulfilled
in that this history will preserve some of the important
faets concerning the countys

PR . .
~t LN . f. by 4
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APPEIDIX A
THE MONTGOMCRY BARBECUE

We had the pleasure of attending the splendid bare
becue given on the 15th inst., in honor of Gen. Houston,
in 0ld Montgomery. Ve are glad to say it was a pleas-
ant affair, and passed off most harmoniously, to the
gratifieation, we believe, of every one present. About
fifteen hundred people were on the ground.

There was a grand procession, in wvhiech everybody was
invited to participate~-the ladies being the chief
attraction. Pretty soon after the procession reached

the place of speakingeea beautiful grove in the suburbs
of town=-=0LD SAM himself arrivel, A3 he ascenied the
stand, the cannon thundered, and the lMontgomery Brass
Band strueck up some beautiful national airs, which
thrilled through the soul. Col. Wade, the Marshal of the
day, then introduced to the audience !ir. Goree, who, in
a very eloquent manner, read to the assembly latters

from the invited guests~-Gov. Pease, Hamilton and Wilcox.
Mr, Porter was then introduced, ani read an appropriate
portion of Washingtonts fareweil address,

Gen, Houston was then prresented to the people by
Col. Branch, and entertained them in & speech of an
hour and a half--a synoptical and very inperfect report
of wvhich will be founi in another place. After the
Ceneral, Cols, Crawford and McAdoo addressed the people
in short and appropriate speeches. Then came dinnere-
the ladies and invited guests taking a position inside
of the tables, anl the gentlemen on the outside. Among
the meats and substantials, we noticed a profusion of
cake~-one of which was buiit up in pyramidal form, with
wreaths of green, with a small, beautiful white si1x
flag standing in the center with the name of SAM
HOUSTON worked in red upon lt, and other devices. The
flag was presented to Andrew Jackson, Gen. Houston's
little sony who held 1t with great pleasure, and seemed
to be very proud of 1it.

After feasting suﬁptuously, the preorle dispersed
very much delighted with the speaking, the dinner, éhe
music, and good order, preserved throughout the entire
ocecasion,
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In the evening, Mr. Wilbur sent up his balloon. At
night "theres was a sound of revelry,® and Montgomery
"had gathered her beauty and chivalry * and "bright
lampg shown over fair women and brave men," engaged in
the delightful sport of smiling Terpsichore. Gens
Houston and lady honored the ball with thelr rresence
for a short time. Not belngz able to enter into
particulars, we here draw a dash, by thanking most
cordially the gallant peorle of old Montgomery, for
their kind attentions gshown us and gur friends whilo
in their midst.--=Colorade Citizen.

-

I The Standard (Clarksville, Texas), October 15, 1853,
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APPENDIX B

ROLL OF COMPANY H, FOURTH TEXAS REGIMENT, HOODfS TEXA3

BRIGADE

Men From Montgomery, Walker, and Grimes Countles.

0fficers -

Captain P. Ps Porter

First Lleutenmant James T. Hunter
Second Lieutenant Tom M, Owens
Third Lieutenant Benton Randolph
First Sergeant C. E, Jones
Second Sergeant S. Y. Smith
Third Sergeant J. S. Rudd
Fourth Sergeant Nels A, Meyer
Fifth Sergeant J. W. lawrence
First Corporal H. T. Sapp
Second Corporal 2. lanirum
Third Corporal Gs L. Pe Reed
Fourth Corporal A, C. Morris
Muslcian Je Re Pe Jett

Privates
Bes Fe Bullock ) Je He Gillham -
O+ We Bell Je He Hall
Henry Barzo Le. Bs Hatech
G« Fe Bascon Ce S¢ Howard
Thomas A. Brent Ne Fo Howard .
Jacob Beck A, C. HoOlt
Ee We Cartwright A, H2hn
James Cartwright Je« Ce¢ Hopkins
Fe¢ Be Chilton D. Harrison -
James Connelly M. Ceo HOlmes
W, E. Copeland . Gae We Keyser
Cs Me Conrow Ge We Kiprs
Re C, Dawson We Co Kerr
Adam Damm ' B8e Pe King
Je Eo Edmison Fe Go King
We Se PFlsher John Long
A. Faulkner Je Wa Lemon
Howard Finley We Je [2ndrum

De Do Parrow
Richard Fox
Creen Griggs

Clint Lewis
William loper

James L. levwis

Je Me lackland
We Le Martin
Le Ay Mathews
Ae Jo McCown
Ye Lo MCdaniels
Me Fo¢ Meyers

Te Ge May

De Go May

Wa Co May

Re Mo May
William Milliken
William MeGraw
De Eo Novill ..
Te Te Me Petty
William Peacock
Ge Ae Peasley
Js Pe Rogers
Ben Reynolds

De Je Randolph
Re Wo Ransom
Je¢ Re Seward



Re Re Stratton Henry Travis Ce Me Waltrip

Je¢ Me Sanderlin De Je¢ Tucker Je Mo Wallace
Ed., Savage Re J¢ Tedford We A, Watson
Je Eo Stewart B« Co Thigpen Te We Wilcox
Re He Stewart Gos Co Thigpen Ge Ay Wynne

Je He Sharp - Alex, Taylor Je As Wymne

A+, Be Seay Je Thomas Te O¢ Wilkes
Thomas Seargent Je Taliaferro Fo He Wade

Je 8¢ Splvey . Re Le Tyler

Private ﬁecmits Recoived in 1862

Be Anders Re Do Gafford John I. Smith
We Le Be Bryant Mo Vo Jeffers James B. Sergeant
Le Co Cartwright Je As Kirdvy Ces Bs Sanders
B. He Cathey Henry Ksyser Bob Rankin
Willism Cude William lewis Je Co Talley
L, Ce Clepper " louls le Vanture Reuben Talley
Te Ce Dillard . Jacob e Town Ce Ts» Taylor
Be Ce Dowdey Me leaeh-. . - Te Ae Wynne
Go We Dale ' " Te Jo Meyers * | S, W, Wynne

. Ae He Collier Te He Mitchell - .Be Be Wilkes
Jack Ellis Je Steussey ‘ H, Co Watszon

A. Faulkner M. Steussey Re Quigley

t

* ‘e

Private Recruits Received: in 1863
Jin Conklin® " Ed. Keeble He To Sapp

Substitutes Received in 1363
John Smith John Stanrieldl

—i . - '

Frank B, Chilton g %Igg;'s Texas Brigade History

x; %. gogederalzt_;e 6%1-32 c'>o Houstont Rein and Sons Company,
» PPe 123-120,



