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A LIST OF SCME OF THE VERTEBRATES OF
HARRIS COUNTY, TEXAS

(ABSTRACTED)

Lists of the vertebrate animals of Harris County, Texas,
exclusive of the fish, birds, and marine mammals have been presented.
These lists were compiled from published records, collections, and
personal field work. Each species has been recorded systematically and
an accession reference given,

The knowledge that it would be highly improbable to make complete
lists prompted the use of hypothetical lists, These hypothetical lists
are based on ranges, given by authorities, which indicate a close
approach to or include Harris County, Texas.

Some animals have been listed as extinct for the Harris County
arca. These animals have been recorded in old literature, but are not
known in the area today.

Harris County, Texas was chosen for this work on the basis of the
terrain, locality, and the need for such a work. A general discussion of
the terrain, physical dimensions, climate, history, and industries has

been included.
ANTMALS LISTED
LISTED CAUDATA

1. Triturus meridionalis (Cope), Texas Newt.

2., Triturus viridescens louisianensis (Wolterstorff), Louisiana Newt.
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Ambystoma opacum (Gravenhorst), Marbled Salamander.

Ambystoma texanum (Matthes), Texas Salamander, Small-mouthed
Salamander.,

Plethodon glutinosus glutinosus (Green), Slimy Salemander,
Manculus quedridigitatus peludicolus Mittleman, Dwarf Four-toed
Salamander.

Siren intermedia nettirpi Goin, Texas Dwarf Siren, Mud Eel,
HYPOTHETICAL CAUDATA

Amphiuma mpeans tridactylum Cuvier, Three-toed Amphiuma.

Ambystoma maculatum (Shaw), Spotted Salamander.

Ambystoma tigrinum tigrinum (Green), Eastern Tiger Salamander.

LIST=D SALIENTIA

Bufo woodhousii fowleri Bailey and Bailey, Lesser Garden Toad.

Bufo valliceps Wiegmann, Mexican Nebulous Toad.

Hyla versicolor chrysoscelis (Cope), Common Tree Frog.

Hyla crucifer crucifer (Wied), Spring-peeper.

Hyla squirella Latreille, Southern Tree Frog.

Hyla cinerea cirerea (Schneider), Green Tree Frog.

Acris crepitans Baird, Western Cricket Frog.

Pseudacris nigrita triserista (Wied), Three-lined Peeper, Striped

Tree Frog.

Rana pipiens berlendieri (Baird), Southwestern Leopard Frog.

Rana palustris le Conte, Pickerel Frog.
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Rana claritans Latreille, The Green Frog.

PRana catesbeiana Shaw, Common Bull Frog.

Rana areolata areolata Baird and Girard, Texas Gopher Frog.

Microhyla carolinensis (Holbrook), Narrow-mouthed Toad.

Microhyla olivacea (Hallowell), Texas Narrow-mouth Toad.

HYPCTHETICAL SALIENTIA

Scaphiopus holbrookii holbrookii (Harlan), Solitary Spadefoot.

Scaphiopus hurterii Strecker, Texas Spadefoot.

Hyla femoralis Latreille, Pine Tree Frog.

Acris gryllus (Le Conte), Cricket Frog.

Pseudacrig nigrita clarkii (Baird), Spotted Peeper.

Pseudacris ornata (Holbrook), Ornate Peeper.

LISTED CROCODILIA

Alligator mississiniensis (Daudin), Alligator.

LISTED LACERTILIA

Anolis carolinensis Voigt, Green Lizard Chameleon.

Sceloporus undulatus hyacinthinus (Green), Northern Fence Lizard.

Sceloporus olivaceus Smith, Texas Spiny Lizard.

Phrynosoma cornutum (Harlan), Texas Horned Lizard.

Ophisaurus ventralis (Linnaeus), Glass Snake.

Cnemidovhorus sexlineatus (Linnaeus), Six~lined Racerunner.

Cnemidophorus gularis guleris Baird and Girard, Eastern Spotted
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Spotted Racerunner.

Bureces fesciatus (Linnaeus), Blue-tailed Skink.

Zumeces septentrionalis obtusirostris Bocourt, Southern Priarie

Skink.

Eumeces laticeps (Schneider), Greater Five-lined Skink.

Leiolonisma laterale (Say), Ground Lizard.

LISTED SzRPERTES

Farancia gbacura reinwardtii (Schlegel), Western Mud Snake, Horn

Snake.

Diadophis punctatus stictogenys Cope, Mississippi Ring-necked

Snake.

Heterodon contortrix contortrix (Linnaeus), Common Hog-nosed Snake.

Opheodrys aestivus (Linnaeus), Rough Green Snake.

Coluber constrictor flaviventris (Say), Blue Racer.

Coluber constrictor anthicus (Cope), Spotted Racer.

Masticophis flagellum flarellum (Shaw), Eastern Coachwhip.

Tlavhe laeta laeta (Baird and Girard), Emory's Rat Snake.

Elaphe obsoleta lindheimeri (Baird and Girard), Gray Rat Snake.

Pituophis sari sari (Schlegel), Common Bull Snake.

Lampropeltis petulus holbrooki (Stejneger), Speckled King Snake.

Lampropeltis triasnpulum amaura (Cope), Scarlet King Snake.

Natrix grahami (Baird and Girard), Graham's Water Snake.

Katrix sipedon clarkii (Baird and Girard, Clark's Water Snake.

Natrix sipedon confluens (Blanchard), Mississippi River Snake.




16. Natrix erythrogaster transversa (Hallowell), The Yellow-bellied
Water Snake.

17. Natrix rhombifera rhombifera (Hallowell), Diamond-backed Water
Snake,

18, Natrix cyclopion cyclopion (Dumeril and Bibron), Green Water Snake.

19. Storeria dekayi texana Trapido, Texas Brown Snake, DeKay's Sneke,

20. Haldea striatula (Linnaeus), Southern Ground Snake.

21. Thamnophis girtalils sirtalis (Linnaeus), Common Garter Snake.

22, Thamnophis sauritus proximus (Say), Western Ribbon Snake.

23. Tropidoclonion lineatum (Hallowell), Lined Snake.

24, VNicrurus fulvius itenere (Baird and Girard), Texas Coral Snake.

25. Azkistrodon mokeson austrinus Gloyd and Conant, Southern

Copperhead, Lowland Copperhead.

26, Agkistrodon piscivorus leucostoma (Troost), Western Cottonmouth,

27, Sistrurus miliarius streckeri Gloyd, Western Ground Rattlesnake,

Pigmy Rattlesnake.

28. Crotalus adamanteus Beauvois, Eastern Diamond Rattlesnake.

HYPCTHETICAL SZERPENTES

1. leptotyphlops dulcis dulcis (Baird and Girard), Texas Blind Snake.

2. Carphophis amoena vermis (Kenicott), Western Worm Snake.

3. Rhadinaea flavilata (Cope), Yellow-tipped Snake.

4. Coluber constrictor constrictor (Linnaeus), Black Racer.

5. Natrix rigida (Say), Striped Water Snake.

6. Haldea valeriase elegans (Kenicott), Western Ground Snake.
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Tharmmophis marcianus (Baird and Girard), larcy's Garter Snake.

Crotalus atrox (Baird and Girard), Western Diamond Rattlesnake.

Crotalus horridus atricaudatus (Latreille), Canebreke Rattlesnake.

LISTID TZSTUDINATA

Kinosternon subrubrum hipnocrenis (Gray), Mississippi Mud Turtle,

Common Mud Turtle.

Chelydra serpentina serpentina (Linnaeus), Common Snapper.

Macrochelys temminckii (Troost), Alligator Snapper.

Terrapene carolina triunmuis (Agassiz), Three-toed Box Tortoise.

Terrapene ornata (Agassiz), Ornate Box Tortoise.

Malaclemys pileata littoralis (W. P. Hay), Texas Diamond-back

Terrapin, Salt Marsh Turtle.

Pseudemys troostii elegang (Wied), Troost's Terrapin.

Deiorchelys reticularia (Latreille), Chicken Turtle.
Amyda emoryl (Agassiz), Emory's Soft-shelled Turtle.

Amyda ferox (Schneider), Southern Soft-shelled Turtle.
HYPOTHETICAL TESTUDINATA

Sternotherus odoratus (Latreille), Common Musk Turtle.

Sternotherus cariratus (Grey), Keeled Musk Turtle.

Terrapene carolina major (Agassiz), Gulf Coast Box Turtle.

Graptemys pseudogeopraphica oculifera (Baur), Ocellated Map Turtle,

Pseudemys floridana mobilensis (Holbrook), Mobile Turtle.

Gopherus polyphemus (Daudin), Gopher Tortoise.
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Chelonia mydas (Linnaeus), Green Turtle.

Ceretta caretta (Linnaeus), Atlantic Loggerhead Turtle.

Colpochelvs kempii (Garman), Kemp's Turtle.

LISTED }AMALIA

Didelnhis virpiniana virpiniana Kerr, Virginia Oppossum.

Dasypus novencinctus texanus (Bailey), Texas line-banded Armadillo.

Scalopus aquaticus pulcher Jackson, Arkansas Mole.

Myotis lucifupus lucifurus (Le Conte), Little Brown Bat.

Pipistrellus subflavus subflavus (F. Cuvier), Pipistrelle.

Dasypterus floridanus Miller, Florida Yellow Bat.,

Canis rufus grercryi (Goldman), Texas Red Wolf.

Urocyon cinereocargenteus floridanus Rhoads, Florida Gray Fox.

Procyon lotor fuscines Mearns, Texas Raccoon.

Mustela frenata arthuri Hall, Bridled ‘leasel.

Mustela vison mink (Peale and Beauvois), Common Mink.

lephitis mesomelas mesomelas Lichtenstein, Louisiana Striped Skunk.

Snilorale indianola Merriam, Gulf Spotted Skunk.

Lynx rufus texensis (Allen), Texas Bobcat.

Peromvscus leuconus texanus (Woodhouse), Texas White-footed Mouse.

Oryzomys palustris texensis Allen, Texas Rice Rat.

Yeotoma floridana rubida Bangs, Ruddy Wood Rat.

Crdatra zibethica rivalicia (Bangs), Louisiana Muskrat.

Geomys breviceps brazensis Davis, Brazos Pocket Gopher.

Geomys brevicens sagitallis Merriam, White-throated Poclet Gopher.
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Sciurus carolinersis carolinensis Gmelin, Southern Gray Squirrel.

Sciurus niger ludovicianus Curtis, Texas Fox Squirrel,

Lepus californicus melanotis (Mearns), Great Pleins Jack Rabbit.

Svlvilerus floridanus alacer (Bangs), Oklahoma Cottontail.

Sylvilegus aquaticus aquaticus (Bachman), Swamp Rabbit.

Odocoileus virginianus macilhennyi Miller, White-talled Deer.

HYPOTHETICAL MAMVALIA

Cryptotis parva (Say), Little Short-tailed Shrew.

Blarina brevicauda brevicauda (Say), Short—tailed Shrew.

Eptesicus fuscus fuscus (Beauvois), Big Brown Bat.

Lasiurus borealis borealis (Muller), Red Bat.

Tadarida mexicana (Saussure), Mexican Free-tailed Bat.

Canis niger Bartram, Red Wolf.
Vulpes fulva (Demarest), Red Fox.

Bassariscus astvtus flavus Rhodes, Ring-tailed Cat.

Lutra canadensis canadensis (Schreber), River Otter.

Conepatus mesoleucus telmalestis Bailey, Swamp Hog-nosed Skunk.

Mus musculus musculus Linnaeus, Common Mouse.

Pattus norvegicus (Erxleben), Norway Rat.

Pattus rattus rattus (Linnaeus), Black Rat.

Reithrodontonys hurulis humilis (Audubon and Bachman), Eastern

Harvest Mouse.

Reithrodontomys fulvescens gurantius (Allen), Tawny Harvest Mouse.

Peromyscus gossypinus mepacephalus Rhoads, Cotton Mouse.
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17. Baiomys tavlori subater Bailey, Taylor Mouse.

18, Sirmodon hisnidus hispidus Say and Ord, Bristle-haired Cotton Rat.

19. Perormathus hisvidus hisnidus Baird, Hispid Pocket Mouse.

20. Glaucomys volans texensis Howell, Flying Squirrel.

21. Castor canadensis carolinensis Rhoads, Beaver.

EXTINCT MAMALIA

1. Euarctos americanus americanus (Pallas), American Black Bear.

2. Euarctos luteclus (Griffith), Louisiana Black Bear.

3. Felis onca True, Jaguar.

L, Telis pardalis Linnaeus, Ocelot.

5. Felis concolor True, Cougar.

There has been no compilation of this type heretofore. The
specimen accession and literature references should be of help to

future workers in these groups of animals.
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A LIST OF SCME CF THE VERTEBRATES OF

HARRIS COUNTY, TZXAS

CHAPTER I

INTRCDUCTICN

It is the purport of this study to organize the available
published materials and collections into comprehensive check lists of
Harris County Vertebrata. These lists will be supplemented and
confirmed wherever possible by the writer's field studies.

The Harris County area was chosen on the basis of its location,
terrain, and faunal types. These factors coupled with a lack of such
lists confirm the desirability of such a study. Within the county are
the junctions of the eastern timber lands with the salt marshes and
coastal prairies. The need for such work is also shown by the gradual
encroaching on and obliterating of the natural areas by industry,
farming and civilization in general.

The vertebrate animals exclusive of the fish, birds, and marine
mammals are listed. The birds have been well orgenized previously and
are too numerous to include herein. The fish and marine mammals are a
study in themselves, so are not included.

The plan followed in this work is a listing of each species
systematically with an accession reference of at least one preserved
specimen, It is not the intent of this study to present complete check

lists, but to indicate those known species and those possibly present.



Other animals will be cited as being extinct for the area.

The majority of the published records of the various species are
scarce, lMany of the references are old, which introduces the compli-
cations of synonymy. In general the published keys are too indefinite
in distributional data to be wvalid.

The systematic presentation is based on the classification used

by Pratt (1935).



CHAPTER I

HARRIS COUNTY

Iocation and Extent

Harris County, the largest county in east Texas, is situated on
the southwest Texas coastal prairie. It occupies roughly an area
between 95 degrees and 96 degrees west longitude from Greenwich, Englaend,
and 29,5 degrees and 30.25 degrees north latitude. The total area is
1,747 square miles (1,118,080 acres), which gradually rises from sea
level to 125 feet altitude (Texas Almanac, 1946-47). Harris County is
very irregular in contour, measuring approximately forty-five miles
from north to south, fifty-five miles from east to west, and sixty-
seven miles at its greatest length, southeast to northwest. In the
U. S. Biological Survey fourth provisional zone map of North America,
Harris County would come within the humid or Austroriparian division
of the Lower Austral Region (Merriam, Bailey, Nelson and Preble, 1910).
Galveston Bay affords frontage on the southeast. Harris County joins
Galveston and Brazoria Counties on the south by a natural boundary,
Clear Creek, which empties into Galveston Bay at Seabrook. On the
southwest it is bordered by Fort Bend Cornty. 'Waller County lies on
the west and northwest corner. Spring Creek separates Harris County
from Montgomery County on the north. On the east, Cedar Bayou forms
the county line which divides Harris County from Liberty County to the

north and Chambers County to the south fronting on Galveston Bay.



History

Harris County was one of the original counties created in 1£36.
In 1237 it was organized and named for John R. Harris, one of the early
settlers who had located at the junction of Buffalo Bayou and Bray's
Bayou. One of the most important battles of the world was fought at
the San Jacinto Battlefield (April 21, 1836) near Houston. This battle
was decisive in freeing Texas from Mexico. General Sam Houston's
forces defeated the Mexican Army under General Santa Ana. The site of
this battle is marked by a monument constructed of native Texas lime-
stone. This monument is over 570 feet tall.

In 1836 the city of Houston was founded on the banks of Buffalo
Bayou and named after General Sam Houstecn, hero of the Battle of San
Jacinto. A year later Houston was made the capitol of Texas. At
present Houston is Texas' largest city, with a population of 445,0C0 and
565,000 within the metropolitan area (Texas Almanac, 1946-47). Houston
is the county seat of Harris County. It is connected to the Gulf of
Mexico by means of a deep water channel formed by dredging Buffalo
Bayou, which has been incidental to the rapid growth and development of
not only Houston but the balance of Harris County. Houston is the
largest port in Texas and prior to World War II was third largest in
shipping in the United States. The ideal location of Houston and the
land adjoining the ship channel have attracted many industries to

Harris County.



Terrain

The land, level to gently rolling, is predominately coastal
prairie, interspersed with cultivated land, coastal marshes, coastal
forests, and traversed by many creeks and bayous. The most important
stream is the San Jacinto which empties into Galveston Bay.

The prairies are composed largely of andropogon grasses and
others, with some grara grasses in the western part. In the years past
the prairies were covered with grasses ranging from three to five feet
in height, but due to cultivation, grass fires, oil fields, and over=-
grazing, grasses of such size are not seen today (Smith, 1942). There
has been a general change from these tall grasses to carpet grasses such

as bermuda, Cymodon dactylon (Linnaeus). In many places the ground is

almost bare or has given way to weeds. It is evident that the prairies
were gradually heing replaced with forests as is shown by the influx of
pine seedlings.

Forests cover about one~fifth of Harris County mostly in the
north and northeastern sections. There is no virgin timber remaining
in the county but replanting and good management have kept the forests
on a productive level. The most abundant tyne is the loblolly pine,
Pinus taseda Linnasus, which is found in association with various species

of hardwood such as; water oak, Quercus nigra Linnaeus; willow oak, 3.

phellos Linnaeus; sweet gum, Liguidamber styraciflua Linnaeus; hickory,

Carya sp.; water elm, Planera equatica (Walt); red oak, Q. rubra

(Linnaeus); magnolia, Marmolia sp. Linnaeus; American elm, Ulmus
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americana Linnaeus; sycamore, Platanus occidertalis Linnaeus; cypress,

Taxodiun distichum (Linnaeus); hackberry, Celtis laevigata and

persimmon, Diospyros virriniana Linnaeus (Smith, 1942). 1In the western

portion of the county there are very few pines. The timber which is
largely confined to the stream banks are willow oaks, water oaks, and
red haws., For the most part the forests have been greatly thinned
allowing a spread of vines, shrubs, brush, and other small plants., The
growth of this type of cover has aided the propagation of rabbits, red
wolves, gray foxes, and quail. On the other hand this thinning has been
harrnful to such animals as the gray squirrel (Smith, 1942).

Salt marshes comprise only about one per cent of the total area
of Harris County and are largely confined to the area adjacent to the

mouth of the San Jacinto River. Cord grass, Spartina spartinae (Trin.);

cattails, Tynha sp. Linnaeus; giant reeds, Arundo donax Linnaeus; cormon

reed, Phracrmites comrmnis Trin.; and dropseed grass, Sporobolus

virginicus (Linnaeus) (Tharp, 1926), are the characteristic marsh forms.
Approximately one-tenth of Harris County is under cultivation.
Most of the farms are located on the coastal prairies and are found in

the southwestern and western areas,

Climate

The climate of Harris County, like most of Texas, can only be
described as irregular and unpredictable. All storms typical of the
Gulf coast occur here. Tornados come in from the Gulf southwest and

the Mississippi water shed., Tropical hurricanes strike the Gulf coast.



Great rainstorms, which are due to Texas' position between the high
plateau ard mountains on the west and northwest and the warm Gulf waters
on the southwest, are almost annual occurrences. The most destructive
storm of all recorded time was the "Galveston Hurricane" of September
8 and 9, 1900, in which five thousand to eirht thousand lives were lost
and 330,000,000 property demage was estimeted. The Harris County area
is also affected by the "Texas MNorthers", which usually come out of the
Rocky Mountain and high plains regions (Texas Almanac, 1946=47).

Snowfall here is of negligible importance, with an average
annual feall of two~-tenths of one inch, which is probably a low for all
of Texas (Texas Almanac, 1946-47).

Cn the basis of a total possible sunshine hours from sunrise to
sunset, Harris County has an average annual sunshine of 62 per cent.

Harris County has an average annual rainfall of 44.84 inches,
with the heaviest precipitation occurring in May (4.39 inches), July
(4.51 inches), and December (4.82 inches). This is based on a period
of forty years. The greatest rainfall in a twenty-four hour period
was 10,83 inches in Houston, November 1 and 2, 1943 (Texas Almanac,
1946-47).

Texas as a whole has a low average relative hunidity which
decreases from east to west as does the rainfall., The Houston area
is only exceeded by the Brownsville area, which is on the Gulf coast
approximately 330 miles southwest of Houston. The average relative
humidity of Herris County is eighty-six for 7:00 a.m. and fifty-nine

for 12:22 p.m. (Texas Almanac, 1946~47).



There is a mean annual temperature of 69.1 degrees Fahrenheit
with a record minimum extreme of five derrees Fahrenheit and a record
naxirun of 1CE€ deprees Fahrenheit, an averare of 54.2 degrees rahrenheit
for January and £3.1 degrees Fahrenheit for July (from a thirty-nine
year record). The average killing frost dates are December 8 for the
first in the fall and TFebruary 10 for the last in the spring. This
rives an averare growing season for Harris County of 3C1 days (Texas
Almanac, 1945-47).

The averare annual wind velocity is 10,6 miles per hour, with
very little variation. A maximum of sixty-three miles per hour was
recorded larch 30, 1926. llewspaper reports exceed this record for

Harris County.

Industries

The major industries are oil refining

2

cherical production, oil
field and refining tool and equiprent manufacturirg, steel, ship-
building, rice milling, cotton comnressing, flour milling, cerent
raxinr, container manufacturing, cottonseed o0il nrocessing, bag and
barging, paint manufeeturing, clothing, paper pulp, meat packing,
bakin-, furniture, breweries, food processing, numerous wholesale and
retail establishments, and others. During VYorld ‘/ar II Houston and
Harris County had many big delense plants which included ship-building,
synthetie rubber, and other products essentisl to the war effort.

There are many educational facilities within Harris County among

which are the University of IHouston, The Rice Institute, Baylor ledical



College, University of Texas School of Dentistry, and several minor
institutions. Houston is the site of the twenty million dollar M. D.
Anderson Foundation for the development of the Texas liedical Center.
Adjoining the Texas Medical Center is a large Naval Hospital.

Other imnortant towns in Harris County are Goose Creek, Baytown,
and Pelly, which are known as the Tri-cities area and have recently
been incorporated as one city under the name of Baytown. This is
primarily a petroleum center with a wartime outgrowth of the synthetic
rubber industry. Towns such as LaPorte, Humble, Seabrook, Tomball, and
Webster are of importance from a standpoint of recreation and the
lumber industry.

The present trend in Harris County is toward the introduction of
new manufacturers. This is instipated by an active Chamber of Commerce

and other civic groups.



CHAPTER III
ANIMAL LISTS
VERTEBRATA (SUBPHYLUM)
AMPHIBIA (CLASS)
CAUDATA (ORDER)
MUTABILIA (SUBORDER)
PLEURODELIDAE (FAMILY)
Triturus meridionalis (Cope), Texas Newt.

The Texas newt is listed by Strecker (1908) as Diemyctylus
meridionalis (Cope) and again (1915) as Diemyctylus wviridescens
meridionalis (Cope). The name used herein and acceptable today is

Triturus meridionalis (Cope) (Bishop, 1943).

Strecker (1915) gives the Texas range as the southern and south-
eastern sections of the state, north into east-central Texas, and to
Falls and Mclennan counties,

Bishop states the range as central Texas from Houston south to
Brownsville; west to San Diego, San Antonio, and Helotes; and north to
Waco. His distributional map for this species includes the Harris
County area.

Perhaps this animal should be included in a hypothetical 1list,

but there is sufficient cause to place it in the known listing,



Triturus viridescens louisianensis (Wolterstorff), Louisiana Newt.

Two specimens of the Louisiana newt were reported to the writer
by W. W. Milstead, University of Houston blology major and herpetologist,
March 15, 1947. These newts were taken just east of Willow Creek,
where it joins Bray's Bayou.

Bishop (1943) gives the range of the Louisiana newt as south-
eastern Atlantic and Gulf states from South Carolina to Florida, west
to Texas, eastern Oklahoma, and Kansas, In a map showing the
distribution of subspecies of Triturus viridescens, Bishop shows the
range of T. v. loulsianensis (Wolterstorff) covering the Harris County
area.

Pratt (1935) ranges the Louisiana newt from the Gulf coast to
Tennessee and Kansas.

The writer and party collected twelve Louisiana newts on the
Paul Mueschke Estate, one mile east of Westfield, April 20, 1947.

AMBYSTOMIDAE (FAMILY)
Ambystoma opacum (Gravenhorst), Marbled Salamander.

Strecker (1915) places the marbled salamander in the northern
and eastern sections of the state., He states that they are probably a
common species in the bayou country from northeast of Houston to the
Louisiana boundary.

Bishop (1943) ranges this salamander from New Hampshire to

Florida, west to Louisiana and Texas, Mississippi Basin north to
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Arkansas, Missouri, Indiana, Illinois, and Wisconsin. In his range map

for Ambystoma opzcum, Bishop includes an area culting across the

northeastern part of Harris County. This fact is assumed sufficient
reason for placing this salamander herein and not in a hypothetical

listing.

Ambvstoma texanum (Matthes), Texas Salamander, Small-mcuthed Salamander.

Strecker (191%) lists the small-mouthed salamander as Ambystoma
microstornm (Cope), but Bishop (1943) gives the name A. texanum
(¥atthes) to this salamander.

Strecker (1915) states that the small-mouthed salamander is the
comnon salamander of the eastern half cf Texas. The Baylor Museum,
Waco, Texas, contains specimens from Burnet, Houston, Laguna, Refugio,
Victoria, Waco, Bryan, Calvery, and Cleveland.

Pratt (1935) places this salamander in the central states from
Chio to Texas.,

Bishop (1943) distributes the small-rmcuthed salamander from Ohio
west to southern Iowa, Kansas, and Nebraska; south to Texas and
Louisianaj northward to Tennessee, Kentucky, and western West Virginia,
In a distributional map, Bishop shows this salamander in the Harris
County area.

Harwood (1931) referred to Ambystoma microstorum as a host for

worm parasites in the Houston region,
Milstead collected a specimen of the Texas salanander from

the University of Houston reflection pool, Februery 5, 1948. Two days
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later the writer found another speci~en in the sare nool, which is
situated in the center of the campus. This pool measures about 2E0

feet by 120 fe:t with a depth of twelve inches.

Plethoden pultirosus zlutinosus (Green), Sliiy Salamander.

Strecker (1915) gives the T2xas ranre of the slinmy salamander as
the eastern, central and southeestorn rarts of the state. Ille states
that he has collected several in }McLennan County and two near Cleveland,
Liberty County.

Bishop (1943) ranges the slimy salerander from New York south to
northern half of Florida; the Gulf states to Teoxas; northward through
eastern Oklahoma, Missouri, southern Illinois to northern Indiana. In
his distributional rmap of this spceles, Bishop includes the Harris
County area.

Pratt (1935) gives a distribution for this salemcnder which
corresnonds essentially to that of Bishoo.

Even though no Harris County record of this salamander is
available, it is included in the rajor listing on the basis of Bishop's

distribution,

Manculus quadridi~itatus peludicolus Mittleman, Dwarf Tour-toed

Salenander,

There are two specimens of the dwarf four-toed salamander in the
University of Houston collection (H-162 and H-153) and two specimens in

l’ilstead's collection (}-199 and M=2CC). All four of ths above
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mentioned specimens were collected twelve and one-half miles west of
Barmel, in Harris County, by Milstead and R. E. Etheridge, herpetology

student, on Cctober 25, 1947.

MEANTSS (SUBCRDIR)

SI=ZNIDAT (TAMILY)

Siren intermedia nettinpgi Goin, Texas Dwarf Siren, lud Tel,

The writer has a specimen (H-35) of mud eel taken in the
Houston area November, 1946, During the summer of 1938, sirens were
taken by the writer from the San Jacinto Fiver, Bray's Bayou, and a
small stream near South Houston,

Strecker (1915) states that mud eels range over the entire
eastern half of the state and west beyond the one hundredth meridian.,

In his Vertebrate Animals of the United States, Pratt gives the

distribution as the south Atlantic and Gulf states, from District of
Columbia and central North Carolina to the Rio Grande; and northwards
in the valley of the Mississippi to Alton, Illinois, and Lafayette,
Indiana.

Bishop (1943) gives the range of this siren as southern Louisiana
northward to southern Illinois and Indiana; west and south to Maverick
County, Texas; and northern Tamaulipas, Mexico. In his distributional
map, all of eastern and southern Texas are included.

Two specimens (H-11 and H-12) were collected in the Houston area,
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one by lilstead on November 15, 1946 and the other by the writer on May
7, 1947.

HYPOTHSETICAL CAUDATA

AMPHIUMIDAE (FA'ILY)

1. Amphiuma means itridactylum Cuvier, Three-toed Amphiuma.

AMBYSTCHIDAE (FAITILY)

2. Arbystora mzculatunm (Shaw), Spotted Salamander.

3. Arbystoma tirrirum ticrinunm (Green), Sastern Tiper Salamander.,

SALIZNTIA (CPDER)

LINGUATA (SUBORDER)

BUFCI'IDAE (FAMNILY)

Bufo woodhcusii fowleri Bailey and Bailey, Lesser Garden Toad,

There is a speciren of the garden toad in the University of
Houston collection (H-62). Roberto Sanchez ., University of Houston
biclogy student, collected this toad during the month of June, 1947,
near Spring Creek in Harris County.

Vilstead has two Harris County specirens in his collection (M-124
and M-122). One was found June &, 1947, near Barker Dam, cne mile south
of Addicks on the Addicks-Howell Road. The other was collected twelve

and one-half miles west of Bammel, Harris County, on the Kuyksndahl Road.,



Bufo valliceps Wiegmann, lexican llebulous Toad.

This toad is very common in the Houston area, The lawns of the
University of Houston are dotted with them during the warm summer
evenings., The writer picked up twelve specimens in about five minutes
on the night of Cctober 2, 1946.

During the breeding season in }ay, 1947, there were hundreds of
these frogs along the bar ditches, ponds, and bayous. Roberto Sanchez
W. and the writer collected over two hundred of these toads in less than
an hour, There are two specimens of vallicevs, collected by the writer,

in the University of Houston Zoological Collection (H-32 and H-63).
HYLIDAT (FAMILY)

Hyla versicolor chrysoscelis {Cope), Common Tree Frog.

The writer examined a specimen of the common tree frog taken by
Etheridge and S. G. Litherland, high school herpetology enthusiast.
This frog was teken near Bammel, in north-central Harris County, on
April 6, 1947.

Milstead collected a specimen (1=29) of the common tree frog
from Buffalo Bayou, one mile south of Addicks, Texas, Cctober 27, 1946.

Strecker (1915) states that the cormmon tree frog is found in
east-central Texas but at that time he coulé not outline its Texas
range.

Pratt (1935) gives the range of versicolor as North Americaj

west to Mirnesota, Xansas, and Texas; northward to southern Canadaj;
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southward into the Gulf states.
Dickerson (1906, 1937) ranges this frog throughout eastern lorth
America west to Kansas, northward into Canada, and southward into Texas.

Wright and Wright (1942) give the range of Hyla versicolor as

Maine; southern Canada west to !“innesota; south to the Gulf states

(Texas and Arkansas only in part).

Uyla crucifer crucifer (ied), Spring=-peeper.

The spring-peeper was re’erred to as Hrla pickerineii Cope (Cope,

1£89) by Dickerson (1906). However, it had been described br Wied (183€)

as Hyla crucifer Wied (Stejneger and Barbour, 1943).

There is apparently no Texas record of this frog in any of the
literature. lilstead has a single specimen of the spring-peeper in his
collection (}~-255). This frog was collected by Etheridge on March 3,
1947, from Hogpen Pond, twelve and one=half niles west of Bammel,

Harris County.
Hyla squirella Latreille, Southern Tree Frog.

Strecker (1915) states that he has taken specimens of the
southern tree frog from Cleveland, Houston, Victoria, and San Antonio,
Pratt (1935) gives the range of this frog as Virginia to

Florida; westward to Texas; and northward to Indiana.
Dickerson (1906, 1937) ranges the southern tree frog in the
southern part of North America and extending well up the Mississippi.

It is reported from North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida,
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Louisiana, Mississinpi, Texas, and southern Indiana.

Wright and Wright (1942) give the ranpe of the southern tree
frog from Virginia to Texcs, and north up the Mississippi basin to
Indiana.

The writer collected three of these frogs cn the University cf
Houston campus around the reflection pool on Yay 21, 1947 (H-64, H-65
and H=-66),

Milstead has thirteen southern tree frogs in his collection
(M-40, M-269 ~ 280). Ome frog was collected in his front yard, 2415
Locke Lane, Houston, end the other twelve came from the wools one mile

east of YWestfield, Texas, Januvary 18, 1948.

Byla cinerea cinerea (Schneider), Green Tree Frog.

The green tree frog is numerous in the Houston area dvring the
warm months, During the summer eveninrs dozens of these frogs may be
seen on the windows, walls, and steps of the University of Houston. In

Reontiles and Armphibians of Texas, Strecker gives their range as eastern

and central Texas, south to San Antonio and Refugio. Pratt (1935)
merely lists them as ccrmon in the Gulf states., Dickerson in her Frog
Book (1931) places the green tree frog in "Southern North America" and
with reference to Texas in the Austroriperian area.

The writer examined approxirately fifty specimens of Hyla c.
cinerea during the summer of 1946, all taken on the University of Houston
campus. Two preserved specimens from the University of Houston campus

(H-36 and H-51) were collected by the writer. One in April, 1947, and
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one ¢urin;- the surmer cf 1941,

D

Grezn trce Trops wrere ncticeabl:s less evident during the surrer

of 1747 than In -revicus wears. Thc onl: ti:

©

these frors were ~resent
In ennreciable nirbers wos Juring the Lreading scason from lar 21 t

Yar 23, 2durirns thic time there vere hundroeds of theece frors zround the
University cf Heucton rallsctiion ncol btut for the balance of the ssascn
onl:r an occesionel Ireg wras observed, The cbsence of these fross in
a-nreclable nurmbers can in all probability be traced to the armount of

rainfall which vas only half of thet in 1946,

v

Acris cre-itans Baird, "lestern Criciet Frog

The writer exarinad twelve cric.iet “rocs talen by STtheridre and

Litherland near 2r1rel, in north-central orris Zounty, in £Anxril, 1947.

=

he writer collsetad six c-iciiet frers (¥=24 - 1-22) irorn lormen

rond, north-centiral Herris Cornt-y, on Loril 17, 1G47.

¥ilstead hae a snheciren (1=41) of this frog ‘aien from Dufla
Rayou, cne rmile couth of 4dCicks, on Decamber 23, 1946,

Strecker (1515) states that the cricket Ifrog is found all over
the state vherever there are lak2e, pcnds, sorings, and streon

richt and Wripht (1942) rives the rance of the westorn cricket
frog as Connzcticut, scuthesct leuw York, 'ev Jersey, Penncsrlvania,
I'arylencd, Delaware, nort west te Canaca, west to Utah end Mew lexico,
an? scuth threugh Vircinia to Ceor-~iz ond wmet rn Tercs, from sec lavel

te tue thousand feet altitude.
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Pseudacris nirrita triseriata (Wied), Three-lined Feeper, Striped Tree

Frogo

Harwood (1941) lists the striped tree frog as a host for the

trematode, Yegalodiscus temneratus, in the Houston regicn.

l'ilstead has three specimens of this frog in his collection
(1'=35, =326 and »=327). O(ne of these frogs wac taken from Hogpen Pond,
Yarris County, on "ovember 29, 1946, The other two were collected fronm
a marsh just ncrth of Avenue I in Zast liaven Additior, Houston, Texas,
or Februery 5, 19483,

Pratt (1925) gives the distribution of the strined tree frog as
the central states, from the Alleghenies to irizona end Idaho.

Strecker (1015) states thet this frog is found over the greater
vortion of Texas, porticularl’ in east-central Texas.

Wright and Uright (1942) rance the strined tree frog from Cswego,
New York, west along the southern shore of Lake Ontario; west to
nertheastern Arizona, litah, i'evada, and Idaho; and south to Arkansas and

Louisiana,

RANIDAE (FAMILY)

Rang pipiens berlandieri (Baird), Southwestern Leopard Frog.

The writer and l'ilstead collectad thirteen southern leopard frogs
from a swamp alongside Bray's Bavou, two miles northwest of Bellaire, on

lYarch 21, 1947, A single specimen in a small creek west of River Caks,
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Houston, was taken the same night. The number collected in no way
indicates the abundance of these frogs. On several occasions four or
five frogs would be found in one group and only the largest specimens
were taken.

Dickerson (1906, 1937) reporis a speciren of R. p. sphznocephala

(Cope) from Yitehcock, Texas, which is in Galveston County about fifteen
miles south of Harris County. This frog was in all probability 2. p.
berlandieri., This frog has also been observed in the small drainage

ditch on the south of the University of Houston campus.

Rana palustris Ie Conte, Pickerel Frog.

The writer examined four pickerel frogs taken by Etheridge and
Litherland on April 6, 1947, near Bammel, Harris County, and collected
a single specimen (H-20) from the same locality on April 19, 1947,

Pratt (1935) says that the pickerel frog is found in small
streams, ponds, and adjacent meadows of liorth America; from the
Atlantic to Wisconsin, Kansas, and Louisiana.

Milstead has two specimens in his collection (M-34 and M-386).
One was taken from Hogpen Pond on November 29, 1946; and the other was

found on the Stanolind Road, north of Tomball, on February 28, 1948,

Pana ¢lamitans (Latreille), The Green Frog.

Etheridge and Litherland reported to the writer that they
collected six green frogs near Bammel on April 6, 1947.

Pratt (1935) gives the range of the green frog as America, from
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the Atlantic to the great plains.

Harwood (1931) reports finding Rana clamitans as host to the

fluke, Haematoloechus floedae, with Houston as the type locality.

The writer collected a single specimen of the green frog from a
small lake in Hogpen Pond, in north-central Harris County, on April 19,
1947.

Milstead collected a green frog in Houston on lay 7, 1947 (}M-99).

Rana catesbeiana Shaw, Common Bull Frog.

Strecker (1915) in his Reptiles and Amphibians of Texas, ranges

the common bull frog from eastern Texas, south to Viectoria, and Refugio.
Pratt (1935) broadly states the range as America, from the Atlantic to
the Rockies.

The writer has seen these frogs along the San Jacinto River,
Bray's Bayou in Houston, and in many other places in the county. On
Cctober 9, 1946, a specimen was taken from the reflection pool on the
University of Houston campus. During the swmmer of 1946, two others
were taken from this man-made pool. On March 21, 1947, the writer and
Milstead collected twenty-two of these frogs from a swemp along Bray's
Bayou, two miles northwest of Bellaire, Houston. During the surmer of
1947, the writer collected thirty-eight adult frogs from the University
of Houston campus and the immecdiate vicinity. Needless to say, these

were excellent eating.

Rana areolats areolata Baird and Girard, Texas Gopher Frog.
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Harwood (1931) cites this frog as a host for the trematode,

Megalodiscus temneratus, at Houston.

There is a specimen of the Texas gopher frog in the University of
Houston collection (H~210). This frog was collected February 13, 1948,
by Milstead two miles from the Alemeda Road on the Alemeda-Genoa Road.

Milstead has four Harris County specimens of this frog taken
from a marsh north of Avenue I, Zast Haven Addition, Houston, Texas, on

February 5, 1948.
MICROHYLIDAE (FAMILY)

Microhyla carolinensis (Holbrook), Narrow-mouthed Toad.

The writer collected a single specimen of narrow-mouthed toad
near a small lake in north-central Harris County on April 19, 1947, and
another specimen on the Paul Mueschke Zstate on April 20, 1947. Line
other specimens were collected on these two trips by two companions.

On May 21, 1947, three narrow-mouthed toads were collected around
the reflection pool on the University of Houston campus.

Strecker (1915) gives the Texas range of the narrow-mouthed toad
from eastern Texas south to Victoria,

Dickerson (1906, 1937) ranges the narrow-mouthed toad from South
Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, westward to western Texas. She states
that it has been heard calling from ditches bordering the streets of

Houston and San Antonio, Texas.,

Microhyla olivacea (Hallowell), Texas Narrow-mouth Toad.
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There seems to be considerable confusion concerning the toads of
the genus Microhyla. Strecker (1915) refers to this toad as

Gastrophryne texensis (Girard); Pratt (1935) calls it Microhyla olivacea

(Hallowell); Dickerson (1931) lists it as Engystoma texense (Girard); and
Wright (1942) gives the name as G. olivacea (Hallowell).

Strecker gives the range of this toad as east-central, central,
and southern Texas. He also states that he has collected specimens at
Calvert, Waco, Laguna, Houston, Austin, Texas City, and Refugio. Wright
and Wright quote Strecker and accept his authorization of M. olivacea
(Hallowell) in the east Texas area.

Milstead has two specirens of the Texas narrow-mouth toad in
his collection (M-43 and M-44). These were collected along Buffalo

Bayou one mile south of Addicks, Texas, on the Addicks-Howell Road.
HYPOT'ISTICAL SALIENTIA
PZLCBATIDAE (FAMILY)

1. Scaphiopus holbrookii holbrookii (Harlan), Solitary Spadefoot.

2., Scaphiopus hurterii Strecker, Texan Spadefoot.

HYLIDAT (FAMILY)

3. Hyla femoralis Latreille, Pine Tree Frog.

L. Acris gryllus (Le Conte), Cricket Frog.

5. Pseudacris nigrita clarkii (Baird), Spotted Peever.

6. Pseudacris ornata (Holbrook), Ornate Peeper.
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RESTILIA (CLASS)

CRCCODILIA (CRD7R)

CRCCCODYLIDAS (FAMILY)

Allipator mississipiensis (Daudin), Alligator.

There is a Harris County svecimen of the alligator in the
University of Houston collection (H-209). This animal was caught in
Green's Bayou, Houston, by B. F. Pyburn, University of Houston student.
It was brought in on Cctcber 1, 1947, and was keot alive in an aquarium
until February 19, 1948,

On May 16, 1947, an alligator, eight and one-half feet long,
crawled out of Penther Creek, near Galena Park, in Harris County. This

was reported in the Houston Post newspaper on May 17, 1947.
LACEFTILIA (ORDZR)
IGUANIDAT (FAMILY)

Anolis carolinensis Voigt, Green Lizard Chaneleon.

In his Reptiles and Amphiblans of Texas, Strecker (1915) places
the chameleon from Texarkana in eastern Texas to Brownsville, in the
pine woods, and the Gulf coast counties. Pratt (1935) gives the range
as the coastal regions of the southern states, from the Neuse River,

North Carolina, into Mexico.

In the past twelve years the writer has observed chameleons along
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the San Jacinto River, Bray's Bayou, and near South Houston. In
October, 1946, a single specimen was taken on the University of Houston
campus. March 23, 1947, another chameleon (H-44) was taken on the
campus and two others observed., During the fall of 1947, specimens too
numerous to list were brought in from the Houston and Harris County area
by students. This would indicate a countywide distribution of this

species.

Sceloporus undulatus hyacinthinus (Green), Northern Fence Lizard.

Smith (1946), in giving the range of this lizard, says that it
is found in the eastern half of Texas and that it reaches the coast only
in western Louisiana and eastern Texas.

Milstead has three of these lizards from Harris County in his
collection (M-104, M-125, and M-201), One was collected by Milstead and
Etheridge on October 25, 1947, twelve and one-half miles west of Bammel,
Texas, on the Kuykendahl Road. The second was found by Etheridge in the
woods, one mile east of Westfield, May 9, 1947. The third specimen was

caught one mile east of Addicks on U. S. Highway 90, on June 9, 1947.
Sceloporus olivaceus Smith, Texas Spiny Lizard.

Smith (1946) states that this lizard ranges from the extreme
southern Oklahoma southward through central Texas to southern Tamaulipas,
Mexico,.

Smith's range falls well away from Harris County. However, in

1947, two specimens were collected in Houston. The circumstances under
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which these specimens were cought indicate that this might be a doubtful
record for this area. One was found on the second floor of the science
building, University of Houston, on May 2, 1947. The writer thinks
that this lizard was brought in from another locality by some student
and subsequently allowed to escape. This lizerd is now in Milstead's
collection (M~94). The other speciren, now in a terrarium at the
University of Houston, was brought in by H. C. Daniels, student, on
Cctober 31, 1947. Here arain is reason to doudt a Harris County record
for thisg lizard wes found at the York Transport Com-any, louston, Texas,
in some war surplus materials that had been shipped from San Antonio,

Texas,

Phryroscma cornutvm (Harlan), Texas Horned Lizard.

The Texas horned lizard is renorted in the Houston area by

Harwood (1931) as a host for the tapeworm, Diochetos phrmosormatis.

Other authors (Smith, 1946, and Steinerer and Barbour, 1943)
do not show the Texas horned lizard ranging into the Harris County area.
There is a horned lizard in the University of Houston collection
(H=159) that was cavght in the yard of a student, 2. C. Holcore, 2202
Soence, Houston, Texas, on July 4, 1947. MNilstead also has a specircen
of this lizard in his collection (M-102). It was taken near a small
stream on the east side of Barker Dam, onz mile south of Addicks, lay 14,

1947.

ANGUIDAE (FAMILY)
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Cphisaurus vertralis (Linnaeus), Glass Snake.

The glass snake, despite its name, is actually a lizerd. Since
it is legless, it is very easy to mistake this harmless lizard for a
snake. The presence of eyelids, ears, and a scaly belly cre the most
vrominent charactaristics which distinruish this lizard from a snake.

The name glass snale comes from the brittle quality of its tail. A
light blow is sufficient to cause the tail to break into several nieces.

The writer picked up the remains of a glass snake on the University
of Houston campus, October 31, 1946. It had just received a terrific
beating from a brave student armed with a three foot club.

Strecker (1915) gives the range from the northern boundary of
eastern Texas, south to the Rio Grande. Pratt (1935) places this lizard
in the southern end central states; northward into Virginia, Indiana
and Wisconsin; westward to lebraska, Texas and Mexico,

At present the University of Houston Zoological Collection has
two specirens; one preserved (H-31), collected by the wriler rear Bammel,
Texas, April 21, 1947; and the other living, collected in Houston by an

unknown student, October, 1947,

TEIIDAE (FAMNILY)

Cnemidophorus sexlineatus (Linnaeus), Six-lined Racerunner,

Smith (1946) gives the range of the six-lined racerunner as
Yaryland and Phode Island through Florida; west rrobably to southeastern

Wyoriing and extrere southern Texzs; and north in the Mississippi-
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}issouri Valley to Lake }ichipan, western central Wisconsin and south-
western Dakota. In a distributional map, Smith shows the range of C.
sexlineatus to include Harris County.

Pratt (1935) places the six-lined racerunner from laryland to
Florida; westward to Colorado; up the l'ississippi Valley to Lake
Yichigan and South Dakota.

Strecker (1915) gives the range as east, central, and northern
Texas.

Milstead reports collecting one of these lizards in Hermamn Perk,

Houston, during the spring of 1945 (}-3).

Cnemidonhorus gularis pgularis Baird and Girard, Eastern Spotted

Racerunner.,

Smith (1946) gives the range of the eastern spotted racerunner as
central Oklahoma, south to northern Mexico, east to western Arkansas,
and west to eastern lew liexico, Smith's distributional map for this
species covers practically all of the state except the extreme eastern,
western, and northern (panhandle) areas. This lizard has been included

in the major listing on the basis of Smith's map.
SCINCIDAE (FANMILY)

Eumeces fasciatus (Linnaeus), Blue-tailed Skink.

Strecker (1915) states that this lizard ranges from eastern

Texas, principally in the timber belt, south to Victoria. Pratt (1935)
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places the blue-tailed skink from lMassachusetts to Florida; westward to
Arizonaj; up the Mississipoi Valley to Canada.

These lizards are common in the Houston area. The writer has two
preserved specimens (H-16 and H-17) that were taken on the University
of Houston campus during the summer of 1939, Another blue-tailed skink
(4-41) was collected from the University of Houston campus by the writer

Bureces septentrionalis obtusirostris Bocourt, Southern Prairie Skink,

Smith (1946) does not include the Harris County area in his
distributional map for this species, but he does give Texas as the type
locality.

On March 14, 1948, Jesse Haver, amateur herpetologist of Houston,
collected two of these skinks from Fuch's Dairy, one mile west of Cyrress
Creek, on the Tomball Highway. One of these specimens is in Milstead's
collection (}-417) and the other is in Etheridge's collection.

This is a new record for this species and extends the range

farther south than is indicated by Smith (1946).

Bumeces laticeps (Schneider), Greater Five-lined Skink.

Smith (1946) gives the range of the greater five-lined skink as
central Texas, southwestern lissouri, southern Illinois, central
Indiana and Ohio, and extreme southeastern Pennsylvania, south and east
to the coasts. In his distributional map, Smith shows this skink

covering the Harris County area.
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I’ilstead has a specimen of this skink in his collection (}~66)

which was caught by Etheridge in MacGregor Fark, Houston, larch, 1947.

Teiolopisma laterale (Say), Grounéd Lizard.

This lizard is listed as L. laterale (Say) by some authors.
Pratt (1935) states that L. unicolor (Harlan) is preferable; and gives
the distribution as southern l'ew Jersey to Florida, westward to Hansas
and Texas. Strecker (1915) places the ground lizard from eestern and
central Texas, south almost to the mouth of the Rio Grande.

The writer has a single preserved svecimen (H-39) taken on the
University of Houston camnus in 1939, and has observed others in and
around the Houston area during the vast twelve years. 'hile on a field
trip, larch 3, 1947, the writer collected a specimen of the ground lizard
on the University of Houston camnus. During the spring and early
summer these lizards are found in great abundance on the camnus,

Milstead has seven Harris County speeimens in his personal collection,
SIPPIRTES (ORDER)
CCLUBRIDAE (FAMILY)

Farancia abacura reinwardtii (Schlegel), ‘lestern Mud Snake, Horn Snake.

Streciker (1915) intimated that the western mud snake or horn
snaie probably occured in all swamp and bayou counties of the eastern
and southeastern part of the state., In 1926, Strecker stated that the

mud snake is found in the whole of extreme eastern Texas, from the
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northern boundary south through the timber and coast counties almost to
Corpus Christi. He said it was reported from Houston, Harris County, by
J. M, Helser, Jr.

Harwood (1931) lists the mud snake as the host for the tapeworm,

Proteocephalus faranciae, and tells of a specimen he examined from

Houston,

Milstead reports this snake from Harris County. This snake was
collected from a marsh neer Kirby Drive and Bissonet Street, Houston,
Texas, August 15, 1946.

Schmidt and Davis (1941) give the range of the western md snake
as extreme western Florida, northward in the lowlands of southern
Indiana and southeastern Missouri, and westward along the Gulf coast

into eastern Texas,

Diadophis punctetus stictogenys Cope, Mississippi Ring-necked Snake.

The writer has two Harris County records for this snake., One
(M=28) was collected by Milstead in a vacant lot at Kirby Drive and
Westheimer Road, Houston, Texas, on October 2, 1946, The other, brought
in by an unknown student in October, 1947, is in the University of Houston
collection (H-158).

Heterodon contortrix contortrix (Linnaeus), Common Hog-nosed Snake.

The writer has a specimen of the hog-nosed snake collected on the
Paul Mueschke Estate. Another specimen was collected on this trip by

Litherland., In the summer of 1938, the writer found a large specimen in
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Fernan Park near the Alereda Road bridge crossing Bray's Dayou., In
Varch of 1947, l'ilsteacd picked un a dea’ speciren of her-nosed snake
from a street near River Cals, in northwest Houston,
There are thre> specimens in the University <f Houston colleetion

(=55, H-165 and 1i=157). Ons of thece wrs collected br the writar in

-

YacGregor Park, Houston, June 12, 1947. The others were brourht in by

students in Cctober, 1%47.

Coheodrys aestivus (Linraeus), Pourh Green Snake,

There are two rough green snakes in the University of Youston
collection (H-107 and H=173). One of these was found by Jerner Ascoli,
student, Cctober 24, 1947, on the Univercity of Houston carpus. The
other was collected by the writer on the Univercity of Houcton camrus,
June, 1247. These snakes are ocuite comron on the carmpus.

l'ilstead has one of these snakes in his collection (}~27). This
snake came from a marsh near Kirby Drive and Bissonet Street, Illcuston,

Texacs.

Coluber constrictor flaviventris (Say), Blue Pacer.

It seems thet there hes been a great armount of centroversy over
the senaration of' the blue racer and the spotted racer, Coluber

corstrictor anthicrs (Core). Steinerer and Barbour (143) recognize

both; therefcre the writer will treat thesc snakes serarately.
There is a speciren of the Llue racer in the University of

Houston collection (H-16C). Thais specimen was ound cn the University
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of Houston camrus by }Milstead and Etheridge on Cctober 30, 1947.
}ilstead has two of these snakes in his collection (1=18 and
1%376). One was collected in his back yard by his mother, and the
other was found by liilstead and Etheridge in the vacant lot behind

¥ilstead!s hone,

Coluber constrictor anthicus (Cope), Spotted Pacer.

Jesse Haver gave the writer a large spotted racer that he
collected on the Paul lueschke Estate on April 20, 1947. This snake is
now in the University of Houston collection (H-61). Litherland captured
another of these spotied racers on the same trip.

lilstead has a specimen of the spotted racer (1--256) from a farm
on the Kuykendahl Road, t.elve and one-half miles west of Bammel, Harris

County.

Vasticophis fla-ellun flarellum (Shaw), Eastern Coachwhip.

The writer has a specimen (H-49) of the eastern coachwhip
collected on the Paul Mueschke Istate, April 20, 1947. Milstead
collected an eastern coachwhip in the same area on Yovember 1, 1947.

Schmidt and Davis (1941) range the eastern coachwhip from Xorth

Carolina to Florida, westward to Texas and central Kansas.

Zlaphe laeta laeta (Baird and Girerd), Emory's Rat Snake.

The writer found a young specimen of Emory's rat snake on the

University of Houston campus, October 18, 1946. Another specimen of
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approximately the same size was taken on the campus, October 24, 1946.

Ditmars (193¢) gives the range of this snake as Kensas, through
Cklahoma and Texes into Mexico.

Elaphe laseta (Baird and Girard) was formerly known as Coluber
enoryi (Baird and Girard) and ranges from ilissouri and Kansas to Mexico
(Pratt, 1935).

Schridt and Davis (1941) state the range of Emory's rat snake as
Missourl and southeastern Yebraska, west to eastern Utah, and south

through Texas and !'ew Fexico to certral Mexico.

Elanhe obsoleta lindheimeri (Baird and Girard), Gray Rat Snake.

A single specimen was found in the animal house adjacent to the
science building on the University of Houston campus, Hovember, 1946,
This snake had a large bulge about a third of its length from the head.
Two weeks after it was taken the snake repurgiteted the remains of a
large rat.

During the surrer of 1€47, the writer collected two large rat
snakes from the louston area. One of these snakes came from the
University of Houston campus and the other from lacGregor Park., This
last snake was taken in the act of expelling eggs into a hollow tfee
stump, June 12, 1947.

Two other rat snakes were renorted from the University of Houston
campus by students, W. Ascoli and J. B. Coroy. These snakes were
marked by clipping labials and then released.

Ditmars (1939) gives the distribution of the gray rat snake as
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the south Atlantic to the southern lississip»i Valley states, but
recorded westward into the prairie covntry as far as Kansas, and
southward to eastern Texas.

Schridt and Davis (1941) list the range as lorth Carolina,

through the Gulf states,

Pituophis sayi sari (Schlegel), Common Bull Snale.

Harwood (1931) lists the cormmon bull snake as a host for the

nematode, Falicenhalus agikistrodontis, In the Houston area.

Schnidt and Davis (1941) range the cormon bull snake throughout
the Great Plains region from northern llexico and Texas north to Indiana,
‘/isconsin, and Alberta,

| The writer has never found cne cf these snalies in the Harris
County area nor have any been renorted by other collectors, This snake

will be lelt in the major listing dependent on the Harwood listing.

Lampropeltis getulus holbrooki (Stejnegex), Speckled King Sneaie.

Pratt (1935) gives the range of the speciled king sna.ie as
Louisiana and Texas, northward to Illinois and Wronming.

Schrnidt and Davis (1941) staie the distribution of this snale
Zrom Illinois to southeastern Wyoning, and south to western Alabama and
eastern Texas. They include a rap (after Blanchard) showing the
distribution of the getulus group. This rap includes the Harris County

arecet.

The writer picked vp a single specimen of the speclled king snake



37
on the University of ‘louston camwus, March 23, 1947. This snake was
found in a hole alongside a small drainage ditch on the south side of
the campus. Litherland and the writer collected two speckled king

snakes on the Paul lueschke Estate on April 20, 1947.

Lampropeltis trianmlum amaura (Cope), Scarlet King Snake,

The writer examined a preserved specimen of the scarlet king
snake collected by lilstead in Harris County, March 26, 1947. This
snake came from the west tank of Willow Creek, east of the Post Cak

Road, Houston, Texas,

Yatrix grzhami (Baird and Girard), Grehan's Water Snake.

A specirmen of Grahem's water snzke was examined by the writer
cn April 1, 1947. This sncke was captured in the drainage ditch on the
south of the University of EHouston cammus by Etheridce and Litherland.
Filstead also reports Grahan's water snake in larris County (1-2).
Schzidt and Davis (1941) state the range of this sneke as
Illincis to southern Febraska, and south to Louisiena and eastern
Texas.

Strecker (1¢15) lists Craham's water snake as Regina crahari

(Baird and Girerd) and gives the range as eastern Texes south to San
Antonioc,
Pratt (1935) ranges the snake from the Creat Lakes to Texas.
The writer collccted two snecirmens of Graher's water snake from

the University of louston campus in June, 1947. These snakes are now
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in the University of Houston collection (=12 and H-58),.

Natrix sipedon clarkii Baird and Girerd, Clark's Water Snake.

Schmidt and Davis (1941) give the ranpe of Clark's water snake
as the brackish waters of the Gulf coastal region from northwestern
Florida to abouvt Corpus Christi, Texas.

The writer exarined a specimen of this snake from lMilstead's
collection (¥-126). It was found on the road southeast of San Jacinto

Monument, about one hundred yards northeast of road monument Number 17.

Fatrix sipedon confluens (Blanchard), }ississippi River Snake.

Schmidt and Davis (1941) give the range of this snake as eastern
Louisiana and east-central Texas.

i‘ilstead has a Harris County snecimen (1=11) in his collection.
This snake was collected from Hogpen FPond, twelve and one~half miles

west of Bammel, Texas.

l'atrix erythroraster transversa (Hallowell), The Yellow-bellied Yater

Snake,

The writer examined a specimen of the yellow-bellied water snake
collected by Etheridge and Litherland. This snake was found in the
small drainage ditch on the south of the University of Houston campus,
April 2, 1947.

The writer collected three juvenile snakes on the University of

Houston campus in June, 1947, and an adult (H-6) in the same place in
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lay, 1947. Anothor of the snakes was taken on the campus in June,
1947, by an unimown student.

*ilstead has two Harris County specimens (M-S and 1=43C) in his
collection, both taken in Houston.

Strecker (1915) describes the yellow-bellied water snake as the
comnmon water snake of Texas, found in suitable localities throughout
the state.

Schridt and Davis (1941) rive the ranre of the yellow=bellisd
water snake as western lissouri and eastern rHansas; throurh western
Cklahoma to southeastern lew liexico; east to Fort Vorth and louston,

Texas; and south to Mexico.

Hatrix rhombifera rhombifera (Hallowell), Diamond-backed Jater Snake.

The writer took apnroximatcly a dozen diamond-backed water snakes
from Bray's Bayou during the summer of 1938, These snakes ranrced from
three to four feet in lenpth., The writor examined three dianond-baciced
water snekes on l'arch 21, 1947, while on a field trip with lilstead.

A specimen (H-71) was taken by Milstead in lay, 1947, on the
University of Houston camnus. 4 larpe female diamond-bacx was
collected by the writer in June, 1947, on the campus. This snake rave
birth to a litter of twenty-nine on Septenber 15, 1947. Both the adult
and offspring are in the University of Houston live collection.

Strecker (1915) stat:s th-t this snake is found over the rreater
nortion of the state.

Ditmars (1939) ~ives the ran e of the diamond-bacied water
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snake from the lower lMississippi Valley states westward to Kansas,
Oklahoma, and eastern Texas; and southward into }Mexico.

Southern Indiana, southern Illinois and eastern lansas, south to
Alabama through Texas to adjacent Mexico, is the range given by Schmidt
and Davis (1941).

Pratt lists the distribution of the species as southern Indiana

and Illinois, to Louisiana and Texas.

Natrix cyclopion eyclopion (Dumeril and Bibron), Green Water Snake.

The writer examined and confirmed the identification of a green
water snake collected from the San Jacinto Battlefield along Buffalo
Bayou, April 21, 1947. This snake is now in the collection of Etheridge
of Houston., WMilstead also has a green water snake (M=-10l) taken the
same date and place. Both of these snakes were caught by twelve year
old Ben Swanson, an ardent collector.

Schmidt and Davis (1941) range the green water snake in the
lowlands of the Mississipoi Valley from southern Illinois south to
Louisiana, east along the Gulf coast to Alabama and possibly west into

Texas,

Storeria dekayi texana Trapido, Texas Brown Snake, DeKay's Snake,

A specinen of Texas brown snake was brought to the writer on
March 29, 1947. This snake was taken in the University of Houston
Trailer Village by one of the maintenance workers.

Strecker (1915) places DeKay's snake in the eastern half of the



state, from the northern boundary, south to the Rio Grande.

Schmidt and Davis (1941) give the range of this snake as southern
}Maine to Minnesota and Kansas, southward to the Gulf of lexico except
for peninsular Florida.

Pratt (1935) says that this snake is distributed from the
eastern and central states westward to Kansas, and southward into
Mexico.

}¥ilstead reports three specimens of Texas brown snske from
Harris County (M-45, M~46 and M-428).

The writer collected a specimen from the University of Houston

campus on July 9, 1947,

Haldea striatula (Linnaeus), Southern Ground Snake.

On March 24, 1947, the writer found a southern ground snske on
the University of Houston cammus., This snake was under a board beside
the drairage ditch on the south side of the campus. Another speciren
was found on March 30, 1947, in the grass near the same drainage ditch.

Pratt (1935) lists the southern ground snake as Potarmophis

striatulrs (Linnaeus), whereas, later authorities (Schmidt and Davis,
1941) place it in the genus Haldea (Baird and Girard). Pratt gives the
range as the southern and central states; northward into Virginia, east
of the mountains, and into Minnesota west of them; and south-westward
into Texas.

Schmidt and Davis state the distribution as Virginia to northern

Florida, and west to eastern Oklahoma and Texas.
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Strecker (1915) places this srale fron eastern Texas, west to
Cooker, Scmervell, and lclennan counties; and south as far as Victcria

County.

Tharnophis sirtalis sirtalis (Linnaeus), Co:mon Garter Srake.

Ztheridge and Litherland brovcht a coumon garter snake to the
writer on April 1, 1947. This snale was tallen alongside the small
drainage ditch on the south of the University of Houston cam-us.

Streclzer (1915) gives the range of the common garter snale as
eastern Texas, west to Dallas and Yaco, and south in the coast region
to Victoria and latagorda counties.,

There are two snecimens of the common garter snale in the
University of Houston collection. The writer collected one in lMacGregor
Park, Houstcn, June, 1947; and the other was found by J. B. Coroy, on
the University of 'louston campus, Septerber 20, 1947.

l!ilstead has a specimen collected by Etheridge in March, 1944

(r¥-120).

Thermophis sauritus proxirus (Say), ‘lestern Ribbon Snale.

The writer exarined a specimen (H=7) of the western ribbon snake
taken by Ztheridge and Litherland near Rarmel, !larris County, Anril 6,
1947.

A ribbon snale (H-171) was collected on the University of Houston
canpus by the writer on July 9, 1947.

’ilstead collected a specimen of this snaxe (M~17) from the San
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Jacinto Tiver neer Highlands, Te:xas, !ay 22, 19/6,
Strecker (1215) savs that the uvestern ribbon snake is abundant
in all Texas, east of the plains and the Fecos “iver.

Schmidt and Davis (1041) rive the rance of the western ribbon

v 1

snaize as southern 'fisconsin and l'innesota, sovthward west of the 'labash

and lissiseippi Pivers to the Culf of ilexico, and westward into the

rreat nlains alongs water courses,

Tronidoclonion lineatur (Yallowell), Lined inale.

Strecier (1915) ranres the lined eneize from eastern Texas; west
to Cooke, Dallas, and llclennan cornties; and south to 'lalker, Varris,
and Liberty counties. He states that they are abunfent in wecte lands
and under storerooms and warehousss within the city limite of Dallzs,
IF'ouston, and "laco.

Schnidt and Davis (1941) eive the distribution 2s the southern

half of Illinois, west to sortheartern South Dekota, and southward

through lansas to the Gulf of l'exico.

SLATIDAT (FAIILY)

lderurus fulvius tenere (Daird and Girard), Texas Coral Snake,

Streclrer (1615) states that this snake ranras from the northern
boundary of eastern Texas, south to the Tio Crande, and west slmost to
the foot of the plains., TFratt lists the species as ranging from l'orth

Carolina to Texas., Ditmars (193C) locates the subspecies licrurus
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fulvius tenere (Baird and Girard) in central and coactal Texas.

The writer has seen seversl coresl snalies in the “custon area in
erman Park and ‘acGregor Far: dvring the last twelve vears. A single
speciren was found on the University of “ouston canpus on Yary 27, 1946.
Cthers were renorted on the camnus erd near by at this time. Three
Texas coral snaies were talen by Stiheridge, Litherland, and the wnriter
on the raul !ueschke :state, Anril 20, 1¢47.

In April, 1947, 3. D. Blathewich, University of Houcton student,
caught two coral snakes (Y-4 and H-5) in his back yard, 1747 Pacadena,
Forrest 1ill, !louston, Another snecinen of the coral snaize was

collected by Vie 'elm, photosranhv instructor, on the University of
! [ 3 3 V

Touston cammus, Aupust ©, 1947,

CROTALIDATR (FANILY)

Arkistrodon mokeson austrinus Gloyd and Conant, Southern Coprerhead,

Lowland Copperhead.,

In the past the status of the subsnecies of covnerheads has been
hirhly controversial, Zecently (Clcyd and Conant, 1943) the
nomenclature of the copnerheads was comnletely reorranized and the

conperhead of this region is now imown as Agkistrodon moleson auctrinus

Cloyd and Conant., It was formerly called Lclkictrodon nolkesen rokeson

(Cloyd and Conant).
Gloyd and Conont (1943) rive the range of the southern conperhead
as the lowland areas of the lower lississippi Valley end the Gulf and

Atlantic coastal plains from eastern Texas north to socuthern Illinois,
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and probably sovthern iarylend,
The writer has recently exarnined two connerheads wiich conform

to Gloyd and Conant's description of A-liicstroden rolieson austrinus. A

specirmen was brought to the University of Houston, Cctober 21, 1046,
This snalze cane from a nine woods north of ‘louston. ©On llarch 13, 1947,
the writer collected a s»ecirmen in the pine woods on the south of the
University of Youston carnus.

Tour southern copperheads were collectzedé by Jesce aver on the
Paul lueschke lstate, “pril 20, 1947; two cf the-e snakes are now in

the University of Mouston collection (H-0 and H-59).

Arlzistrodon piscivorus leucostona (Troost), “‘estern Cottonnouth.

Ztheridre and Litherland revorted canturing a speciren of the
western cottonmoutnh freom a small lake near 3Barmel, Harris County, Anril
5, 1947. The writer collected a single sweciren (H-56) of the western
cottonmouth from the above mentioned lale, lpril 19, 1947, and has seen
them on numerous occasions in the past ten years along the banks of
Bray's Bayou near llerman Park, ouston.

Strecker (1915) states that the cottonriouth is found in eastern
and southern Texas.,

Pratt (1935) rives the range of the cottonmouth as the Atlantic

s '3

~inia to eastern Texas.

L

end Gulf drainare fron Vir
Gloyd and Conant (1943) give the rane of the western cottonmouth
as the valley of the “io Grande (mouth of Uevils Ziver and Zarle Dlass)

and the Gulf coartal nlesin of Texas, Touisiana, and lississinpi,.
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Cistrurus milierivsg sireczeri Cloyd, zstern Ground Pattlesnaize, Pigny

Pattlesnake.

The writer and Jesse Haver collected a sincle snecimen (H=3£) of
the ground rattlesnalte on the Paul Mueschie Estate, April 20, 1947.

Another snecimen of the pirmy rattlesnalie was given to the
University of Houston collection (H-2C7) by B. F. Pyburn, student. It
was caught at Green's Bayou, Houston, Texas, December 1, 1947.

}ilstead has a specimen (1i=-5) that he collected on Park Drive,
five miles northwest of Houston, April 15, 1945.

Strecker (1915) states that the rrovnd or pifmy rattlesnake is
scarce and is found in nost of the eastern and east-central counties;
in the coact prairie district it is found as far south as Victoria and
Matagorda counties.

Schmidt and Davis (1941) ranre the western ground rattlesnake
from the Pearl Piver Valley of southeastern Louisiana and westarn

Miseissipni west throveh Louisiana and eastern Texas.,

Crotalus adamanteus Beauvoils, Zastern Diamond Rattlesnake,

The eastern diamond rattlesnale is the largest poisonous snake
in l'orth America., This snake can probably be considered azs extinct for
the Harris County region, for it has not been renorted here in many
vears. Strecker (1915) stat:s that according to J. D. lMitchell the
eastern dlamond rattlesnake was formerly abundant in Calhoun, Harris,

Jackson, Lavaca, lMataporda, and Victoria counties.
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Schnidt and Davis (1941) ranre the eactern diarond rattlesnale
from Florida and many adjacent keys, north on the coastal plains to
Albemarle Sound in lorth Caroclina, and west to extreme southeastern

Louisiana. This present range by Schmidt and Davis would indicate a

gradual reduction in distribution from west to east.
HYPCTHETICAL SZRrTz=S
LEPTCTYPHICPIDAE (FAILY)

1. Lentotyophlops dulecis dulecis Baird and Girard, Texas Blind Snake,

COLUB2IDAT (FAILY)

2. Carphophis amoena vermis (Kenicott), Jestern ‘orm Snale.

. Thadinsea flavilata (Cope), Yellow-tipped Snake.

3
4. Coluber constrictor constrictor (T.innaeus), Black Racer.

m

. DlNatrix ririca (Say), Striped Water Snake.

O
-

Haldea valeriae elerans (Xenicott), Western Ground Snake.

7. Thamnophis marcianus (Baird and Girard), Marcy's Carter Snake.

CRCTALIDAE (FAUILY)

8. Crotalus atrox (Baird and Girard), Western Diamond “attlesnake.

8. Crotalus horridus atricaudatus Latreillec, Canebrake Rattlesnake.

TESTUDINATA (CTDIR)

KINOSTZRNIDAT (FAILY)



Kinosternon subrubrum hippocrenis (Gray), ississippi lfud Turtle,

Common itud Turtle,

The writer, while on a night field trip, Aoril 11, 1947,
collected two specimens of the commen rmud turtle from the small drainare
ditch on the south of the University of Youston cammus. A few “ays
before this Etheridre and Litherland collected two adult and two
juvenile specinens of this turtle from the same ditch.

Another of these turtles (H-54) was collected by Sanchez from
the University of Houston campus on June 17, 1947.

}Milstead has a snecinen in his collection (}-72) that was taken
near the San Jacinto River at Highlands, Texas.

Pratt (1935) gives the distribution of the commen mud turtle as
the eastern and central states from llew York south, exclusive of
peninsular Florida; westwerd to Texas, lMissouri, and eastern Illinois,

In givine the ranre of the lMississinni mud turtle, Pope (1946)
states it 1s the western form of the comron rmud turtle and is found
from the southeastern corner of lissouri, southward through Arkansas
and Louislana, and westward throughout the lowlan’s of eastern Texas to

Austin and Dallas.

CHILYDRIDAS (TLIILY)

Chelvdra serventina serpertina (Linnaeuvs), Cormon Snapper.

A cormon snapper was brought to the writer in lovember, 1946.

This turtle was taxen from a rcadside d:itch rear the University of
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Houston. In 193¢, the writer cantured a cormon snapper and it wcighed
nore than thirty oounds.

Pratt (1935) rives this turtle a very extensive ran~e in stating
thet it is found in Yorth Americae, east of the Toci:ies, from Canada to
the G‘:]_f.

In listing the reptiles of Texas, Ctrecker (1915) states:

This large turtle is not uncommon in the lakes and streams of
the eastern half of Texas. I have exanined specirens from the San
Antonio River, Bexar County, and have cantired examples from the
Can Jacinto Piver.

There are three snecimens of this turtle in the TUniversity of

Youston collection, one preserved (¥-10¢) and two living. These were

collected in Houston in June, 1947, by Ben Swanson.

Vacrochelvs termirckii (Troost), Alligator Snanper.

The alligatcr snanper is often confused with the cormon snanner.,
Strecker (1926) describes a small srecimen collected in the San
Jacinto River.

The vriter has seen these turtles in Bray's Bayou, Harris County,
on numerous occasions in his pre-collecting days. Cne snecimen in
particular is vividly remembered. This turtle weighed about forty
nouncs and was caucnt on nole and line by an old nerro fisherman who
vas certain thet the devil himself was on the hook,

l'ilstead has the slull of an alligator snanper that he collected
in Zarris County from Cypress Creek, one mile west of 'lestfield, Aupust

¢, 1046,
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TESTUDINIDAT (FANILY)

Terrapene carolina triunguis (Agessiz), Three-toed Box Tortoise.

Two specimens of the three-tced box tortoise were taken on the
University of Mouston camnus by the writer on Cetober 21 and 23, 1946,
Two living specimens, both from the Houston area, are now in the
University of Houston collection. These last two turtles have been
found in copula on numerous occasions. The result of this mating is
being watched carefully.

This turtle is placed orn the Gulf slop=z, westward into Texas and

northward into lMissouri (Pope, 1946).

Terrarene orrata (Agassiz), Crnate Box Tortoise.

The writer collected an ornate box tortoise in September, 1946,
on the University of Mouston camrus.

Milstead has a specimen of this tortoise in his collection (1=92).
This animal was caught by Etheridge during lay, 1947, in Houston,

Pratt (1935) gives the distribution of this turtle as Indiana to

the Rocky Mountains, southward to the Gulf of lexico and Arizona.

Kaloclemys pileata littoralis (W. P. Hay), Texas Diamond-back Terrapin,

Salt larsh Turtle.

The writer had the opportunity to exarine a diamond-back
terrapin which was taken from the bar near Seabrook. This turtle was

brought in by Milstead on March 9, 1946, and is now in his collection
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(1=4£). lilstead obtained this turtle from a fisherman at Seabroox,
Jarris County, who claimed that thery were quite cormon along Clear
Creek and in Galveston Bey.

Pratt (1935) gives the range of this turtle as the Texas coast.

Pseudenvs troostii elegans (Wied), Troost's Terranin.

The writer cbserved a single juvenile specimen of Troost's
terrapin on larch 21, 1947, This terrapin was taken by !!ilstead from
a creek near River Calis, Houston,

On many occasions the writer has seen these turtles along the
banks of Bray's Bayou and Buffalo Bayou in Houston.

Pratt (1925) gives the rance of this turtle as the lississippi

velley, northward to Iowa and Chio, and south to Texas.

Deiorchelys reticuvlaria (Latreille), Chicken Turtle.

A single snecimen of the chicken turtle was taken from the
reflection pool on the University of Houston cammus, November 1, 1946.

Pratt (1935) rances this turtle on the Atlantic and Gulf coastal
plain from central lNorth Carclina, to Texas and Oklahoma, and southward
to central Florida.

Harwood (1931) reports the chicken turtle as a host for the

nenatode, Camallanous trispinosus, from Houston.

}ilstead has three chicken turtles in his collection (1=97, =321
and M=380)., Cne of these turtles was taken on }ay 3, 1947, from a pond

on the Paul Meuschke Estate. Another was collected by John Uottring,

e
13792
A S
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amateur herpetologist, in ZJast Haven Addition, Houston, Tebruary 5,
‘
1948, The other was collected by lilstead twelve miles east of the Hegar

Road, on the Waller-Tomball Goad, February 2o, 19/8.
TRICIYCHIDAT (T4 ILY)

Amyda emoryi (Apassiz), Tmory's Soft-shelled Turtle.

There is a small specimen of Emory's soft-shelled turtle in the
University of Houston collection (H-74). This turtle was collected by
the writer from Bray's Bayou, Houston, during the summer of 1940.

liilstead has one of these turtles in his collection (M=131).
It was found on the Addicks-Satsuma Road, one mile north of Addicxs,

Harris County.

Imy3a fercx (Schneider), Southern Soft-shelled Turtle.

A southern soft-shelled turtle was taliien on the University of
Houston campus in lovember, 1946.

Strecker (1915) said: "Later, I obtained specimens in the
Brazos and Boscue “ivers near ‘Jaco ard in the San Jacinto River in
Liberty County."

Pratt (1925) reports the distribution of this turtle as the
southern states from South Carolina to Louisiana.

Harwood (1931) ~ives the southern soft-shelled turtle as host

for the nematode, Falcauctra chelydrae, and cites Houston as the type

locality.
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HYPCTHSTICAL THSTUDINATA

KILOSTZRIIDAT (FALILY)

1, Sternotherus odoratus (Latreille), Cormon Musk Turtle.

2. Sternotherus cariratvs (Cray), iecled lusk Turtle.

TISTUDINIDAL (FAIIY)

3. Terrapere carolina maior (Agassiz), Gulf Coast Zox Turtle.

L. Graptervs pseudogeorraphica oculifera (Baur), Ocellated lap Turtle.

5. Pceudenys floridana mobilensis (Holbrock), }obile Turtle.

6. Gopherus pol-mherus (Daudin), Gopher Tortoise.

CHTLCLIIDAS (FATILY)

7. Chelonia rycas (Linnaeus), Green Turtle.

€. Caretta caretta (Linnaeus), Atlentic Zogrerhead Turtle.

9. Colpochelys kerpii (Carman), Kemp's Turtle.

VAMIZALTA (CLASS)

1475UPIALIA (OFDIR)

POLYP?(DCNTIA (SUBORDR)

DIDSLPHIIDAT (TAXILY)

Didelphis virginiena virginiasna Kerr, Virginia Cpnossun,

The Virgiria oppossum is fairly cormor in the Houston region,
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The writer has talien specimens along Treyls Terou ncor lerman Park, in
cadowbrool: near South Houcton, on the Tice Institute camnus, and on
the University of 'lovsinn camius. Teeently (Cebruery, 1947) a snccimen

vas renorte” from Buffalo Bayrou ncer Jeffercson Davis Ilospital.

~reirizs and reworted threz snecirens from hiis ecrmp noor Hockley.

Strecker (1926) gives the rang

(’)

e of the Vircinia op-oscwu os

Anthony (192¢) lists the cistributicn of the cnpossun as the
fudson Vall-:r to nertharn Taxes and alrioct to the Culf coact, while

Pratt (1935) rerely savs, "Culf statssh,

omana (CnoIt)

DASTFCD1IDAS (DoY)

Dasr—us novereinetns tenonus (Bai'zr), Tenns inc=bonded Arracdillo,

-

The writer found a dead ninc=handed crw~Cillo en the urk:ndahl
Toad, two milzs nerihirzst of Zarmiel, fnxll 1T, 1947. laite evidence in
the form of rmancled rotied trae stirme, on the Paul lueschike Zstate
neer Westfi~ld, indiented th2 nrecence ol the nine-harnded ermadillo.

Jasge laver collectad a yorng arnadillo on the above niantiloned
estate, July 13, 1.7, This epcciren i row In the Univereit;r of
Houstrn collection (H=E4).

Two s-ecirens were observed by tre writer on the lfarris County

ghore of Clear Tele durines the suwer of 1947,
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The Texes Care, ish, erd Cyster Comrmission nublication on The

Prirciral Carme Birds and larrals of Texrs (19042) pives a distributional

map for the nine-banded armadillo, which includss all of southern,

central, and eastern Texas.

INS CTIVeRA (OPD R

TALPIDAS (FANILY)

Scalonus aquaticus pulcher Jacl:son, Arliansas lole.

Pratt (1935) liets the ranre of the Arlharsas mole from central
Arkansas to southern Louisiana and eastern Texas,

The writer has a single preserved specimen (H-34) tal:en in the
Houston ar=a in 1939, The exact location and season of collection is
not lknown for this specin-en.

A young speciren (7-32) was collected by irs. Jesse “Maver
(Secretary of Houston Herpetolery Society) on the Paul lMueschke Zstate,

April 22, 1947.
CHIROPTZPA (CTDER)
VISPIRTILICHIDAS (FANILY)
VaSPIRTILICHTHAT (SUBTLLTILY)

Myotis lucilupus lucifurus (Le Conte), Little Brown Bat.

There is a single specimen of the little brown bat in the
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University of Mouston collection (¥=125). This bat was found in the
UIniversity of Houston Trailer Village by J. ~. Coroy, Centember 22,
1947.
Anthony (1928) says that the little brown bet is found in the
whole of llorth America north cf the southern boundary of the United
States, except in the Focky Mountains and on the Pacific coast of

California, Cregon, Washington, British Columbtia, and southern Alaska.

Pipistrellus subflavus subflavus (F. Cuvier), Pipistrelle.

In their Mamrals of Texas, Taylor and Davis (1947) state that

they have examined specimens of this bat from Harris County.

Dasgypterus floridanus l’iller, Ilcrida Yellow Bat,

Taylor and Davis (1%47) rzcord this species on the basis of a

single specimen from Jarris County.

CATNIVCRA (CPDER)

CAVIDAZ (FAMILY)

Canis rufus grecorvi (Goldman), Texas Red Wolf.,

Prett (1935) and Anthony (1928) list the Texas red wolf as Cenisg
rufus (Audubon and Bachman) and Strecker (1926) lists it as Canis lupus
var. rufus (Audubon and Bachman). According to W. P. Taylor, Unit
Leader, Texas Cooperative /ildlife Pesearch Unit, College Station, Texas,

these names are obsolete; and the name Caris rufus gregoryi (Goldman),
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as listed by Smith (1942), is correct.
Smith in listing the red wolf statnes:

During our survey red wolves were still distributed sveringly
throurhout Harris County, which was surprising considering the united
attemnts of trappers, hunters, ranchmen, and farmers to eradicate
them. From 1934 to 1940, seventy-ceven were killed in flerris County
by rovernment traopers, arcording tec C, 7, Landon, District Agent,
Division of Predatory 4nimel and Rodent Control. Twentr-nine of
these were in 1940, Thinters, ranchrmen, end farmers have killed a few
every yeer, and it was renorted that a few h=ve been run over on the
highways. Various sirht reports were received. 'I. 3. Schaeler,
dairy worker five and one=heslf niles northeast of Fairhanies, saw two
black wolves near "'hite Cak Creek Tanuery 6, 1939, and a red wolf
Januzary 13, 3uck larmer reported seeing a black wolf near Sheldon in
January 1939, J. H., lerring saw a few wolves abovt three and cne=half
miles southeast of ‘estfield during the winter of 1938, and he said
a pair raised some pups in that neighborhcod during the winter of
1938, Adkins, fence rider on the Paddock ranch, heard wolves howling
at night during llovember 193¢, and claimed thst he killed a fenale
and eleven pups during the snring of 1922,

Je. T.. Selensky, a farmer on the Fairbanks-2iddicks reca’, renorted
that a red wolf killed a heifer and four of his poats in July 193¢,
Selensky hid near the hody of the heifer and when the wolf returned
he shot his predstor. Another snecific case of damare to livestock
was renorted by Joe Leibham, “oute 2, Fairbanlis. According to him a
welf illed one of his cows in 16383 he also nana-ed to shoot the
wolf, 1, Clinton rerorted thrt weclves xilled@ sorme calves in the
‘/illow ilole pasture south of 3ellaire in 1939.

Urocyon cinereoar~enteus floridanus Rhoads, !'lorida Gray Fox.

Strecier (1025) stated that the Tlori‘a grar fox is found in
southeast2»r Texas an’ -robably ranses over Tost of eastern anc northr-
eastern Texas as well, ZFrye and Lay (1942) list this fox as being
cormon over rost of the state excent the northwestern great nlains
rerion,

Smith (1942), in a distribution chert, lists spzcimens fron

fourteen miles nerth of Cresby, near Sheldon along San Jacinto Ziver;



three miles east of Cedar Bayou, between Humble and Yestfield; Spring
Crecek north of ‘/aller; five and one-half riles nerthwert of Sorirc;
four miles ncrth of Fuffran; and four and cne-half riles northeast of

Crosby. According to Snmith, the rray fox Is Increasing in abundance.

PronYCrIDat (FU2ITY)

Procvon lotor fuscines l'earns, Texas “accocn,

The writer has never had the opportunity to tare or see one of
thase anirmals In Harris County but finds thot ther are arply recorded.

Snith (1942) statzs thzt the Texas raccocn ig found threuzhout
the county and that it was reported from all five of his camps.
Specimens were reportcd from the “lest Panch (Horseven Dayou and on open
prairie), frem lason's Bay (three and one-half riles fror Lafcrte in a
rarsh), an? from the ".iel Davis “ctate. Ir. Conner, foreman of the
estate, trapped six during the trannine season of 1937 and 193C. The
Hager Farm near Zocxley had four pet raccoons taken from Spring Creek
in June, 1938. The Cdus Adkins fence riders treed three with houncs
along Cypress Creek on lNovember 10, 1938,

Frye and lay (1942), in the Texas Game, Fish, and Oyster
Cormission Bulletin Number 25, renorted that the raccoon is abundant
over practiecally the entire state and narticularly abundant in the
coastal rerions and along wooded streams.,

Anthony (192¢), Pratt (1935), and Strecker (1926) place the

Tevas raccoon in the southwestern Texas area cround Devils Tiver.
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V(‘m AT v-\f\-
YUSTLTIDAE (TL2IILY)

MUETUT IS (CURFLITY)

ltustela freretz arthuri Hall, Pridled ‘easel.

The writer has not seen a bridled weasel in Zarrie County and
Y

found it listed only by Smith (1942) under the name of lustels frenata

arthuri Hall,

Anthony (1927) licts the bridled weasel as lustela frenats

frenata (Lichtenstein) while Pratt (1935) does not list the bridled
weasel at all. The writer consulted . P. Taylor concerning Smith's

norenclature and authority. Taylor said that the name itustela frenata

frenate (Tichtenstein) wes obsclete and that Smith's listing could be
accented as proper and correct,

Snith locates the bridled weasel on the open nrairie in western
Yarris County. The following catches are listed in his survey: F. C.
iller ceught six specimens during the 1077-22 seascn Letween laty and
Nockley and four in lpril, 193¢, nine and one-half niles north of laty;
Alfred Hacer, Jr. trapped three on the Harer Tarm, two and one=half

riles north of raty in the wirter of 1937-3"; and a rerro on the lacer

Farm caurht three in 193¢,

,e

lustela vison rink (Peale and Teauvois), Corron l'ink.

The most recent rerort of the corrmon mink in Harris County was by
Snith (1942). In speaking of the abundance of the rink in this rerion

Srith cited an instance, in 1890, when two hundred were trarped on the
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oven vrairie of the southeastern pnrt of the county. Trapninc in such
rreat nurbers has not been rencried in recent years. During Srmith's
survey a sinrcle sneciren vas telien six miles east of LaPorte. 7. C.
liller trapped fifty betueen Focllley and Haty during the 1935-36

N

season., The trarper on Zzldock “anch near Cynrass took sixty during

.

Fratt (1925) and inthony (102°) are both very reneral in distrib-

a

utin~ the corron minx, listing its Texas range as ncrtheast Texas,
1EPEITICAT (CUD0ILY)

lerhitis mesomelas nesomeles Lichtenstein, Louisiana Ctrived Simunk.

The writer observed a Lovisiana striped simunk along Tray's
Bayou, near ‘‘erman Park, in the surmer of 193%, and enother in a nine
woods near Couth Tovston in 1¢41,

Srith (1042) renorts two snec?.ens from his survey; one from
three miles northeast of “/ebster, and the other from three riles east
of *luffman.

Pryve and Lay (1942) give the range of the strined siunk as west
fron Louisiana alens the Texas coast to ilatarerda Island,

Strecier (1928) places this aniral from eastern Texas, wect to
"/ichita Talls and latarorda Bay,

Pratt (1935) distributes the Louisiana strived siank from

southern Louisiana to lississinnpi; westward to l'atezorda Islend, Texzs;

and up the Red Piver Valley to /ichita ralls. ZAnthony (1928) citas a
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range identical to Pratt's.

Pratt (1935) and Anthony (1928) place the CGulf spotted skunk in
the Gulf coast regions of Texas and Louisiana.

Frye and Lay (1942) state that this s:aunk is cormmon in rost of
Texas excent in the dense southeastern nine woodland and western plains.

Five of these animals were reported during Smith's survey; four
from Yest's ranch and one from the ‘leger Farm, two and one-half miles

north of Hockley (Smith, 1942).

FOLIDAR (FAITILY)

Lynx rufus texensis (Allen), Texas Bobcat.

thony (192¢) and “ratt (1935) place the Texas bobcat in

southern and eastern Texas. Frye and Lay (1942) say it is found
practically all over the state. CStrecker (1926) arress with “rye and
Lay es to distribution of this bobecat.

In 1937 and 1933 the following snecirens vere renorted fronm
Harris County; two bobcats two miles ncrtheast of Ctheldon (1937); a
large rale on Lief DJavis Istate, four miles northeast of Huflman,
August 6, 1938; one sipghted five miles east of Cypress (1937-358); and
one from an unimown locality (within Harris Zcunty) talen by a rovarn-

ment travper (Srith, 19.2),

TODIUTIA (CoD )



}URIDAR (FAMILY)

CRICET1NAZ (SUTFANILY)

Peromyscus levconus te:enusg (Woodhouse), Texas White-footed lMouse.

Anthony (1922) states that the Texrs white-fcoted mouse is found
in southern Texas and that the ran:e extends west to the vicinity of the
mouth of the Fecos River, north to about latitude thirty-three derrees,
and east to the west side of Galveston Bay.

Seven young specimens of this “ouse were fond cn the University

of Houston ermpus by /. iAscoli, November, 1947,

Cryzonmys palus*ris texensis Allen, Texas Rice Rat.

A sinrle svwecimen of the Texes rice rot was trapped in the
animal houtce of the University of ﬁouston in December, 1946. The
writer has noted several of these rats in the Uriversity of Youston
Trailer Village,

Anthony (1928) distributes the Texas rice rnat from Corpus
Christi Bay; north and east along the Gulf coart of Texas and Louvisiana;
to the delta of the lNississipni; thence north in the lMississipni Valley
to southeastarn Kansas, probably by way of ths Arkensas River Valley
through Cklshoma (not yet known in Cklahoma).

Pratt (1635) ranges this rat on the coast of lississippi,
Louisiana, and Texas; lMississippi Valley into liissouri.

In listing the mamrals of Texas, Strecker (1926) states the
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ren~e of the Texas rice rat as does Anthony.

NZOTCIINAT (SUTDTAILY)

Veotoma floridana rubida (Bangs), "uddy VWood Tat.

A ruddy wood rat was brourht to the writer by two stvdants on
April 6, 1947. This rat wos killed in one of the student houses on
the cammus. They say that these rats ere seen every day. One man tells
of awaskening to find a rat on nis bed.

Anthony (1922) says that this rat is found in the lower
Mississippi Valley and Gulf coast, {rom southwestern Alabama to eacstern
Texas, and north to eastern Arkansas, Ye also includes a disiributional
rap, after Goldran, which includes the Harris County area in the ranse
of this spccies,

Pratt (1935) givess a ranre for this rat which coincides with the

ran~e given by Anthony.

1'ICRCTINAT (SUBFANILY)

Cnintra zibethica rivalicia (Banr~s), Louisiana Mus!mat.

Smith (1942) renoried ~mskrats from his lurber 1 camp near

Yorran's Point end LaPerte, Harris County,
GEQITIDAT (FAMILY)

Ceomys breovieeps brazensis Davis, Brazos Pocket Gopher.

There are four speci:zs of nocket ronhers, Gzorrs brovicerns,




64,
oceurring in east Texas, This species has developed a number of
varieties each of which occupy an isclated area. Due to the sandy soil
type of habitat necessary for the Ceomys penus, it is difficult or
imposcible for the varieties to leave their tvme habitats (Davis, 1940).
Davis renorted four specimens of the Brazos pocket gopher from two and
one-half miles north of Hociley in Harris County and two specimens from
four miles north of Huffman in Harris County. He gives the general
distribution of this variety of breviceps as the sandy post oak country
of Texas frem the Cabine River in Yaufman and Fanola counties, south and

west to the Colorado River in Colorado and Bastrop counties,

Geonys breviceps sagitallis !erriam, ‘‘hite-twroated Focxet Gopher.

The sagitallis variety of Ceomys brevicens is apparently limited

v

to a snmell area of sandy soil in southarn Herris County and rorthern
Galveston County (Davis, 194C). Davis records three snecinmens of
sagitallis from three miles northeast of ‘lebster, Harris County, and
three sneci-ens from three miles north of LaForte, Harris County. ¥e
cives the typve locality for this race as Clear Creck, south end of
Harris County, and gives the distribution as along Clear Creek an® in
the sancs along Calveston Bay north of Clear Creek,

Strecker (1926) renorts the white-throated pociet popher from
Clear Creelk, Galveston Bay, and Calvaeston County.

Pratt (1935) and Anthony (1920') both give tlie ranre of this

cooher as the Gulf coact of Texas about Calveston Fay.



65

SCIURIDAT (F/2IILY)

SCIU"INAT (SUBFAIILY)

Sciurvs cerolinensis carolirensis Cmelin, Southern Cray Squirrel.

Smith (1942) states that in his survey rade in 1938, gray
squirrels were uncormon and their distribution wes very snotty; colonies
occurring along the most heavily wooded streams.

The heaviest concentretion of r~ray squirrels wes evidently along

Cedar Payou, six and one-half niles southeast of Crosby, where one
hunter killed sixty from December 26 to December 31, the last six
days of the 1923% hunting season. At this leccation there were
fifteen gray sonirrels tc one fox squirrel, which weas perhaps the
highest ratio in the county. At the 'est ranch we found that the
ratio was about one rray squirrel to five fcx squirrels. Cne
specirmen (Dept. Cat., number 719, TC#C) was taken on the '/est ranch.

The type preferred by the pray squirrels seemed to be bottomland

hardwoods where trees were growing as close together as nature
would permit, and where some, at least, of the trees had attained
maturity. In the early days this was the usual condition along the
streanways, but today it is rare indeed (Smith, 1942).

Strecter (1925) ~ives the ranre of the rray sruirrel as eastern
Texas and eastern borcder of east-central Texas.

Pratt (1935) does not mention Texas in the range of this
subspecies, but places the southern gray souirrel in the Austral 2zone;
southward to northern Florida; westward into Cklahoma and llebraska.

Anthony (1928) says the southern gray squirrel is found in the
Austral zone, from northern Florida, north about to the lower Hudson
Valley; west throvgh the Allechenies, south of Fennsylvania to Indiana,

lissouri, (ilahoma, and the edge of the nlains.,

The writer obssrved a single snecimen near the University of
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Houston, May 28, 1946, and leter in the swwmer observed two rore on the

canpus.,

Sciurus niger lucovicienus Curtis, Texas Fox Squirrel.

Smith (1942), in writirg about the Texas fox squirrel in Harris
County states:

During our survey fox squirrels were nresent throuchout the whole
forrested area of Yarris County, occurring not only in the forest but
along the lightly wooded streams that transected the coastal prairie.
They were observed at each of our five summer camps, iMmile their
primitive stetus is nct positively krown, old-timers reported thet
this snecies was for—erly ruch less cormmon than the gray squirrel,
The fox squirrel has nrobebly decreaseé within recent years, but on
account of the ruch creater decrease of the gray sovirrel, the
forrmer predorinates,

Four fox squirrels were collected curing our survey., Curtis
Conner, schoolboy, reported that he lilled thirty-two fox squirrels
during the open season in April, lay and June, on the Lief Davis
estete, four mniles northeast of Muffman. A negro near Cynress
claimed that he xilled sixty-six durinc the oven season in Cctober,
lovertber and December, 1938,

Cn account of rost conditions, fox sauirrels move about
considerably in the forest. A heavy acorn drop in one locality may
attract squirrels from other localities where the cron is poor. This
accounts for fluctuations in squirrel nopulation. Sometires they
will abandon certain forest areas and become exceedin~ly common in
places vhere before there were few or none. The largest fox squirrel
concentration, one hundred and fifty to two hundred in a twenty acre
tract of oak wools, was reported by J. P. Cubstead in liovember, 193€.
Fox squirrels were reported on the open prairie by iwo observers.

In both of these instances the animals were between the forks of a
strean, and they were undoubtedly moving from one tract to another.

About nine and ore half miles fronm llouston, on the Bufifalo Tayou,
at least half of the fox squirrels were black in color. Ilelanistic
squirrels are not uncommon, and rerhans ten per cent of the squirrels
in Harris County are of the black color phase.

In the Texas Game, Fish, and Cyster Commission report on the game

biréds and memmels of Texas the following is reported with refsrence to
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Harris County:

The moverments of fox squirrels are rore ccnspicvous in the
tir-bered section of scutheastern Texes in the vicinity of ‘arris
and nearby counties than in other parts o the state, Field
investipations hove produced ample evidence of there rovements:
Representative of such data is that of A. . Bess of Zay City, who
saw them moving acrcss nrairie land from ore woodland site to
another., e said that this nhenomencn was observed on two occasions,
orce in 1902 and again in 1922, W. M. Lowry, Cenoa, ilarris County,
said: "Abovt 1936 there was a roverment of souirrels because several
came in the few trees arovnd the house and several were run over on
the highway. They were all fox squirrels",

LIPCRIDAS (DRIITY)

Lenus califorricus nelanotis (Mearns), Great Plains Jack Rabbit.

I'either Anthony (1928) nor Pratt (1935) list the great plains
jack rebbit in the east Texas area, They bring the range into north-
central Texas, but no farther south or east.

In his survey, Smith (1942) reported one specimen from a small
island in lason's Ray (about tnree hundred yards from the rainland),

and three from northeast of ‘/ebstzar.

Svlvilapus floridanus alacer (Bangs), Ci:lahoma Cottontail.

Anthony (1927) states that the Cl:lahoma cottontail is found on
the Gulf coast from iobile Day, Alabame, to !atarorda 3ay, Texas.
Anthony elso rives a dirtributional rmap, after llelson, showing a range
which includes Harris County, Te:xas.

Pratt (1935) lists this animal in the southern and Gulf states

fron Georgia to Cklehoma and westward to central Texas,
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Switn (1942) "ists entreontails from 21l of hiz five camps in
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six ond cne-half
rniles northeast of Croshr.

The writer hos seen these rebbits in the South MNousteon area, on
the "ice Institute carius, west of 3el eirz, on’” en *he Univerciiy of
Houston camrus. A sincle egneclien, which had bLezn rurn cver by an

autorobile on *he Universit:s of ZFoucten carmnus, was exanined on larch

21, 1947.

Sylvilaus acuaticus zauaticus (RBacmen), Sucnp “abhit,

In listine the rar—als of Texas, Strecker (1926) relerred to

the swamp rab it as I2-us acuvaticus (Bachran). At the tirme of Strecler's

pader, there was anparently scre conivsion &s te the rroper naring of

this rabbit. The genus nare Ianus world placz it in the fack robhit
croun, In more ~—odern ioranclature it is = aczd with the renus

Sylvile~us (cottontails) under thz subrenus Toneti, Palust-is rroup

(swamp rebbits) (Anthony, 1927)., Strecker gave the range of this
rabbit as eactern and north-central Texar.

Srith (1942) states that the swamp rabbit is found =2long the
strearways of Harris Countr. e cited Buffelo Reyou and slevander's

b}

Isle in izscn's 3ay ac celinite localitias Tor this rabbit., SCnith

=0

recerded twe of those rabbites durine his survey,
Two snecimans of this rabbit were reverted fron the South

Tiouston rerion by a cualified observer in 1847,
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UNGULATA (ORDER)
ARTIODACTYLA (SUBORDER)
CERVIDAE (FAMILY)

Odocoileus virginianusg macilhennyi Miller, White-tailed Deer.

The writer has not seen a live white-tailed deer out of
captivity in Harris County, but has seen mute evidence of their
existance in the many sets of antlers hanging on the porchgs of farm
houses in the northern portion of the county.

Smith (1942) in reporting the white-tailed deer in Harris County,
cites the following observations:

On April 28, 1845, Suthron (1845, p. 97f.) observed large herds

of deer at a place not far from Houston. Roemer (1938, p. 61)
observed two herds of deer in 1846 near Morgan's Point. S. H.
Simmons of Waller reported that in 1885 he saw a herd of six deer
on the prairie south of Hockley., Another observer reported seeing
a herd of eighteen deer near LaPorte about 1890,

At the time of the present survey (1938) a few, perhaps two
hundred, white-tailed deer, believed to represent native stock,
remained in the forests in northern and northeastern Harris County.

The Texas Game, Fish, and Oyster Commission's publication (1942)
includes a map which shows the range of the white-tailed deer as the

northern one-~third of Harris County.
HYPOTHETICAL MAMMALIA
INSECTIVORA (ORDER)

SORICIDAE (FAMILY)



2.

3.

A
-

7

10.

Criototis porva (Zay), Little Short-tziled Chrew,

Plerina brevicouda brevicauda (Yay), Short-tailed Chrew.

Intesicus fueeus freseus (Peauvois), 2ir Srown 3at.

Lasinrus borealis borsalis (luller), "ed Bat.

I"JiTIC“S .;.I ("w ‘.1 lT,I

.

cnna (,auqsure), i‘exican Tree-~tailed EBat.

o]
p.

CATVIVC A (Cho ™)
CL'INAT (F2INY)

Canis nirer Dartram, Ted "iolf,

Yulnes frlva (Denarect), "ed iox.
BASSATISCIDAE (TL177)

Bassariscus nctutvs flavi's Phoades, "ing-tailed Cat.

1TSTITINAT (SUBTRLILY)

Ivtra cansdensis canade-sis (Schreber), "iver Ctter.

ATTMTN e Ty YA T
P-. TIAS (SU3. FIC SRS

Cenenatus reselevers felmalectiszs Tall

27y Cwanp or=nosed Zimunl,
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"ODETIA (CRDZR)

MURIDAS (FAITITY)

11. Mus musculus ruseulus Linnaeus, Cormon louse,

12, Rattus norvericus (Srxleben), Torway "at.

13. Pattus rattus rettus (Linnaeus), Blaci: Rat.

CRICTIINAT (SUSTATLY)

14. Zeithrodontonys hwmlis humlis (Audubon end Bachman), Zastern

Mouse,.

15, Reithrodentomys fulvescens avrantius (Allen), Tawny Harvest Mouse,

16, Feromrscus rossypinus meracephalus Rhoads, Cotton louse.

17. Zaionys taylori subater Tailey, Tavlor louse.

18. Egirmodon hisnidrsg hienidus Say and Crd, Bristle-heired Cotton lat,

T T0YIDAS (FRILY)

19. Perommathus hisnicdus hisnidus Baird, 'lispid Foclet louse.
SCITRIDAT (Ti2II7Y)
PT °CMZIrAT (SUBLA ILY)

v

20. Glaucorys volanc texensis Howell, l:ing Zquirrel,

CACTCRIDAZ (FAIILY)



21.

Cester censdersis errolirensis Thoads, Beaver,
’

SXTICT MA12ALIA

CAPNIVCRA (CPDER)

UZSIDAS (PA1LY)

Duarctcs amcricnonus emericrnus (Pallas), Americen Blaci:
3

Buerctes luteolus (Criffith), Louisiana Black Rear.,

F=LIDAZ (Fu.ITY

Felis onca True, Jaguar,

Felis nerdalis Linnaeus, Ccelot.

relis concolor Truve, Courar.,

=™

Jear,
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CIPT:R IV

Lists of the vertebrate animals of iarris County, Texas,
exclusive of the fish, birds, and rarine marmals have been presented.
These lists were compiled from published records, collections, and
personal field work. 3ach species has been recorded systematically and
an accession reference given.

The knowledge that it would be highly improbable to make comnlete
lists, prompted the use of hypothetical lists, These hypothetical lists
are based on ranres, given by authorities, which indicate a close
approach to, or include, 'arris County, Texas.

Some animels have been listed as extinct for the Harris County
ar=a., These animals have been recorded in old literature but are not
krown in the area today.

Harris County, Texas, was chosen for this work on the basis of
the terrain, locality, and the need for such a work, A general
discussion of the terrain, physical dimensions, climate, history, and
industries hes b=en included.

Seven knowvn and three hypothetical Caudata have been listed,
Fifteen recorded and six hypothetical Salientia have been listed. Cne
Crocodilia has been listed. Eleven known Lacertilia have heen listed.
Twenty-eight Inown and nine hynothetical Sorpentes have been listed,
Ten known and rine hypothetical Tectudincta have been listed, The

l'ammalia have been grouned with twenty-six lmowm, twenty-one
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hypothetical, and five extinct snecies licted.
There has been no compilrtion of this tyve heretofore. The
specim>n accession and literature references should be of h2lp to future

workers in these groups of animals,
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