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ABSTRACT

Theugh the city of Indianecla no longer exists, it
has been sadly neglected by historians in view of the
fact that it was such an important port and distribution
center during the second half of the nineteenth gentury.
This city had its beginning during the 1&tef years of the
Republie¢ of Texas. As the state of Texas grew in popula-
tion, industry, and prestige, even so did Indiancla. Hun-
dreds of imnlgrants disembarked at this thriving port;
some remalned at Indlanola. During its period of great-
est prosperity, Indieanola was the chief port for the vast
Southwest rsgion of Texas.

Xany Texas history text books include nothing
about this once important port. Others mention the city
briefly but do not give a complete picture of the inm-
portant part that Indlanola played in the bullding of
Texas. Many writers have contributed articles, essays,

'and various works of writing on the subject of 014 In=-
dianola, but to fho knéwlodg; of the author, there has
been ne cémplota work that has been written on this
subject., ‘ . '

The purposs of this thesis, fherofore, has been
to relate the complete story of Indianocld, possibly for
the first time, presenting 1; that story & dlacussion
of the histd;ical backgroﬁnd of the locality where Ine

dlanola was founded climaxed with an account of the be~-



binning of the town; a thorough discussion of the eco-
nomic and civi¢c development of Indianola during the de-
cade prior to the beglnning of the Civil Warj a short
discussion concerning the Clvil War &as it affected In-
dianola and the perliod of economic recovery rolleying
the war; the story of the sooclal, cultural, and rell-
glous life of Indlanola; and finally, an account of the
hurricanes of 1&75 and 1886 which ended the life of this
unfortunate city. |

¥uch information has been recgivod through the
cooperation of members of the Indianola Assoclation in
the towns of Port Lavaca, Victoria, and Cuero by inter-
view and by diligent search through private papers and
sorep books. Also, material haa been obtained from
local records énd reports in the county court-house at
Port Lavaca. In the library ér the University of Hous-
ton, the Texas Collection of the Houston Publioc Library,
and the library of The ﬁniversity of Texas, contemporary
books and periodiéal& of the chiod have been examined;
current articles in perlodicals concerning phe subject
have been studied; andrﬁewspaper files have been scanned.
Photostatic coples of sourcs naterial on file in the Hé; ’
tional Archives at Waahiﬁgtog; D. C. have been helpful
in this study. The net result of this research has been
the presenting of an autﬁon@i& and complete narrative of

the history of Indianola, which has hitherto been nege
lected,



PREFACE

The Purnocge of the 3tudy. Although froum time to

time many storiea Lave appeaéed.lﬁ various periocdicals
concerning ;ndianoln,ﬂthere bas never Soen written as
far as the autlor knowa,.a‘completo history of this
town. 1t kas been the purpose of this study, therefore,
to relat;; perraps for the first tlme,'a coemplete nar-
rative of the history‘or Indianola with emphasis on the
historiocal background eoae@rning the locality where In-
dianola was founded; the stery of the beginning of the
town with an account of its economic and civic progress
prior to the Givil War; the imprint of the Civil ar on
Indienola and tle economic recovery of the city after
the wer; and finally, after a discussion of the soclal
1ife of tle town, an account of the storms which brought
destruction to the oity of Indianola.

Importence of tre study. Many people are familiar
with the detalls of tﬁe hurricanes that deatroye! Indiane
ola, but(gew realize that in the early yeurs of our state .
Indienolsa was one of the chief ports on the Culf coast of
Texes, that 1t became aen important industriael and distri-
bution center, &nd that it once rivaled Calveston as the
queen city of the Uulf:) It ia the opinion of the author
that tre rols which this 1ll-fated city played in the

. early history of our state merits more sttentlion tlan has
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hitherto been given 1it.
Organization of the Study. Chapter I prescnts a

story of the historilcal background of the region where
Indiaencla was established with the closing paragraphs
giving an account of the beglnning of the town ltself,
Chapter II gives a ocomplets discussion of the economie
and civic development of Indlanola. Chapter I1II tells
of the events of ;he-bivil Tar that took place in and
near Indianola with & briqf_disousaloﬁ of the economio
recovery of tte citf af'ter the war. Chaptar IV is con-
cerned wl?p tre religlous, social, und cultural life

of the town, Chaﬁte} Y deseribes the hurricune of 1275
and the rebsildiﬁg'or thq city after tls storm and fln-
ally, the hurrieane of iéBé which resulted in the exo-
dus of the suprvivors to other towns,

Sources end scknowledgements., The Texas Collec-

tions of the Fouston Public Library and the library of
The Universit; of Texas were the principal aources of
information for this study. Also, booka and periodi-
cals related to the subject in the Library-of the Lnie-
versity of llouston were of some value. luch Information
was obtained from interviews with people who had lived
_in Indisnola or who remembered accounts that t:eir pa-
rents had tolld concerning Indiunola. Records in the

county ocourt-house at Port lLavaca were of value as was



protostatic coples ef source material received from the
National Archives in Washington, D. C. The euthor 1s
enpeclially indebted to Mrs. Theora Crosby who permitted
the author to use her late grandmotbher's (¥rs. lelia
Seeligson) scrapbook and memoiys; to Mrs. Florence
Blardone of Port lLavaca for Ler splendid assistance;
and to the members of the library staff's in charce of
the Texas Collectiona at The University of Texas and
the Houston Public Library for their cooperation and

assistance.
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CHAPTER I
BACECROIUND

Before definltely beglnning tﬁo history of Indian-
ola, it may bs well to observe that few ‘arcas are richer
in history than the-;egioq boédgring thg,Lavaoa ard Yata-
gorda Bays. Momentous events of hiatory took place near
the tide“waﬁer'aloyes'o? Uatagorda Bay. fka lover of
history and particularly of Texana 1s fascinated with
the romantic past whlech shrouds this section of tre Gulf
Coast, NKany relics ;ound 13 the sands on the west slopes
of Xatagorda day ma?k the apoﬁ where & cilty vaniched in
the waters of an angry sea. This city was Indianola =~
a ¢ity which played sn important part in the early history
of Texas, which rose to the rank of an ifuportaut port, its
herbor visited by ships from the leading citisa of the.
world, and which vanished in 1386 wlen waves f{rom ths Gulf
of Mexice care tearing through the ¢lty under tie lash
of a mighty hurricane.

A historical study of Indianola would not be com-
plete without e&n exanination of the esrliest known records
concerning thls regien. Exploration in the coastal region
bas proved extremely difficult because much of the materisl
concerning man 1s covered by sand mixed with heavy deposlits
of 8ilt broucht down by the rivers. Archaeologicel inves-
tigation of thke Gulf area, especlslly in the vicinity of



Matagorda Bay, indicates & few faotas concerning the prehis-
toric men of this region. A clue concerning the life of
prehistoric people in this area was unearthed the summer
of 1932 when an expedition from the University of Texas
discovered a large mound on the Guadalupe River some eight
miles below viotoria.~ The significance of this discovery
is given in an excerpt taken from the chronicles of the
sxpeditions
In the trench ten burials were encountered. Numer-
ous rather crude flint articles were found and various
shreds of bones from animals that had been eaten and
the bones broken and split to got at the marrow, No
Piscss of povaherds. were found Zﬁ‘iﬁh‘"Sﬁ?‘.?'e:T!"hZZﬁ“
variety of pottery.l . o
Theugh 1nformationiconcerning_prehletoric wen in
this area 1s limited, many facts related to the life of
the aborigines have been recorded. Aocording to tha-igzgg
Almenac the coastal area was inhabited by~19d1ans who sub-
sisted chiefly on s sea food ecénomﬁ. The Farankswa Ind-
ians were the most powerful eof these tribes and extended
southwestward from the Brazos River posaibiy as far south
as the Rio Grande River. Q '
The Karankawas are belleved to have hed the lowest
civilization of an group in Texas. They had little tri-
bal organization, snd they wefo of very low socisl and

cultural practices, They 41d not depend on agriculture

1The Texaa Almanac (Dallas, Texas: A, H, Eelo Cor=-
poration, 19387, pe 103,




for their livlihood. For sustenance the Indlans sought
fish, eggs of sea-fowls, sylvan roots, &nd fruits, and
sometimes they feasted upon the bulksowe carcsss of a
buffalo that happened to venture near thelr cosstal lands,
Because of thelr constant search for food, these tribes
lived in temporsry habitations built of poles and covered
with reeds or gkins, Physically the men were large and
powerful. It was not uncommon for the male to attain a
height of well over six feet. They were extremely war-
like and were continually in conflict with the interior
tribes.

(ano of the early Anglo-American settlers of Texas
who encountered the Earsnkawa Indlans characterized them
in the following manuert

They were & flerce coastal tribe whose hand was

against every man. -They lived mostly on fish and
alligators with man for fete days when they could
catch ones. Their ugly faces wero rendered more hid-
eous by the slligator grease and dirt with whieh
they besweared themselves £rom head to foot as a
defense eZeinat mosquitos.

Though relatively small in numbers, the Karankawas
were a oonstant source of annoyance to the Spanish and
later to the ¢olonies of DeWitt and Auatié?y kfter a
fierce battle with the Spanish 1in 1744, their nuuber
dwindled; howevef. they continued to cause minor dlsture-

bances as late a3 1834.

2. . '
Eugene C. Barker, Readings In Texag Histor
(Dallas, Texasj The Southwest rreas, 1V29), P 140



The waters of the Matagerda Bay reslen were among
the first of the Texas coast to be visited during the era
of expleration and discovery of the sixteenth century. <§n
1519 somewhat more than a quarter of a century after the
lsnding of Columbus in the West Indles, Alonso Klvarez de
Pineda, a lieutenant of Franclasco Garay, Governor of Jamalca,
saiiod along these shéres with a fleet of four vessela. EKEe
was the firast European to explere and ma? the Culf Coast
1ine from Florida to Vera Crus.S

(Zlmost on the heels of Pineda, Cabeza de Veca and
his shipwrecked companions landed on the Texas cosst,
November 6, 1528, Slowly and cautiously they made their
way westward passing from one Indien tribe to anether.
After eight years of aimless wandering, they came to a fron-
tier of civilization at Culiacan, Mexice. Xany of their
most interesting experlences ocourred in the vicinity of
¥atagorda Bay. Of Caballo Pass Cabeza de Vaca remarked
that this inlet was a league wide and uniformly deeghand
reminded hinm of the Espiritu de Santo Bay, which was the
Spanish name that Pineda gave to the mouth of the Missis~
sippl River.% Upon entering NMatagorda Bay the explorer
became lost. Ee stumbled upon & lonely neck of land which

3carios E. Castaneda, Our Catholic Heritsre in Texas,
Vel., I {Austin, Texas: Von Boeckmann-Jones, IouG;s PP 113

411d,, p. 81, ' -

b
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he reforred to as "The Isle of Kisfortune.,” MNr, Thomas

Ripley, suthor of They Died with their Boots On, maintains

that this $sland which cébeza'do Vaca ;poko of was the
future site of Indiancla.d

<§he'£1rst white settlers, members of Robert de
.La Salle's expedition, came to the area around latagorda
Bay in 1685. The announced purpose of La 3alle's expedi-
tien was to estublish a French settlement at the mouth of
the Eiasisiippi River. Posslbly La Salle was driven on
the Texas cosst by adverse winds., There are some author-
itles, however, who ocontend that he sailed past the mouth
of the Missisalppl River for the deliberate purpose of
establishing a French pest within striking distance of the
Spanish provinces ¢f Mexlce. The Belle was the only vessel
of the original foupr to enter Pass Caballo and sail inte
Hatagords Bay?) The last ship was wrecked on the inner
shoals of Hatagofda peninsula. The explorer named this
bay San Barnards, which was later changed ﬁo ¥atagorda by
the 3panish. | This 1a the first rooorded‘discovery of Hata-
gorda Ba1:9’

After entering the bay, members of the La Salls
expedition landed somewhere on the shores of this bay.

BThomas Ripley, They Died with theiy Boots On (Garden

City, New York: Doubleday, Doran snd Gempany, 1035), P. 167,

SHerbert E. Bolton, "Location of La Salle's Colony
on the Gulf of XKexice," Southwestern Historical quarterly,
XXVII (1923-24), p. 7. ~

et mw . e = B
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Conclusive evidence éoea not point to any definite place
where this firat gsettlement was madae, but 1t probadbly was
in the area of Magnella Beach.' It 13 quite possible that
La Salle visited the Indianola area for at least a trief
period. (; atatue cbmemorating his presence now stands on
the site of old Indianola) An iron eross v.ich now orna-
ments the facade of the Eplecopal Church in Port Lavaca
was unearthel in tho visinity of the 1ll-fated port in 1034.
It has been &szumed that this cross was planted in this
area two centuries ago by La Salle to mark the dlasovery of
the Matagorda Eay region.”

_ The flrst site chosen by La 8alle proved to be un~
satisfactory because of 1ts unhealthful locatlion end 1ts ex-
treme vulnerableness to the hostile Karankawas. IHenri Jou=-
tel, the officisl ohronicler of the expedition, writes of
the proposed move as follows: "Thus we spsnt the resi of
the Yonth, til the Beginning of June. In the meantime,
¥onsieur de La Salle had begun to make another sottlemen?.
in the place ﬁo before told us of, looking upon it as better,
because it was further up the country,"8

Consequently, La Salle moved his colony to a Letter

site near the head of Lavaca Bay. The exact locatlon of

Trrs. Lollia Seeligson, llistory of Indfanola (Cuere,
Texas: The Cuere Record, 1830), p. l.

: Bﬂenri Joutel, Journal of La Selle's Last Voyage,
1684-87 (Albuny, New York: Joseph LoDonough, 190GJs DPe 93




Yort Saint Louls has been a point of disagreement twong
hilstoriens. Some writers maintain that the alte was on the
Laveca Riverj liowever, Lerbert E. Bolton has proved conclu-
sively through Lls research that the settlamont was on the
banks of the Garciéaa Creek on the Yeeran Ranch located in
Vietorls County.®

Until 1a Salle's venture into Texas, the Spanish
¢ivil and mllitary‘authoritieé th been Intereatesd primar=
11y in the territory in the basin of the upper Rio Graude,
It was in thils arei, a¢eording to ruﬁor, that'the Jeven
Citles of Cibolae could be found, The priests, kuowing of
the grest Indian pOpulatlon‘;r ihé T;xas coastal region,
had urged that eettlementa'ba wade in this area for the
purpose of spreading Christianity to the heatlen Indlan
tribes. The military authorities turned a deaf esr to the
plealding of the priests until La 3alle gave theom rotlves
other than thoze of purely missionary vision for wanting to
estsblish Spanish sovereignty in Texas.

éh 1632 sn expeditlion under the lsadership of Cape
taln Alonso de Loon, Governor of Coshulla, set out to find
and destroy Port Saint Louls, The first three expeditlons

“turned out to be futile attexzpts. On his fourth expedition
De Leon turned to the coast, making his way to the northern

o
Boltoxs, Op. g}_t_:_.. De 185.
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shores of Lavsea Bay; The ruins of the French settlement
were found, ard a fow survivors of the expedition vere
found anﬁ questioned. The expedition thea returned to Mex-
109 for consulatian with the Spanish authorities as to the
action to takgi)

The f£3llcwing year De Leén sccompanied by Pather
¥assanet set out on his fifth expedition. Fort Ssint Louls
was visited egzain, and the renains were burned., The expe-
dition then jrocseded to East Toxas whers mlissions were
founded feor the purpeose of establishing the faltl, end, of
course, the prine motive was to keep the French in check.

In reporting to the authorities the events of thias
expedition, De Leen wmentioned that Le had seen two touys
near the entrance to thé stream on which the Yrench eolony
had been founled. The Viceroy was concerned over the fact
that these bouys might be iédleative of future French &ctliv-
itles, so an oexpedition wae sent out by water under the
leadersliip of Captalin Frencisco de Lleno, anuel Joseph
de Cardenas went as master of fortification eand mapmaker.
The expsdition entered Katagorda Bay and explored carefully
the bay and its rivers and inlets, They visited the slte
of fort Salnt Iouis, which had been burned by De leon just
& fow months before.

(gkter returning te Kexiece City, Caeptain de¢ Llano,
reported to tre Vicercy that the bouys, which had been re-
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ported by De Leon, had turned out to bs logs; bowsvaer, the
importance of this expedition was that it rave to tho Span-
ish a thorough kaowledze of the geography of this reglon, a
knowledge whioh was preserved by the map that cdrdenas wade
of the areca oxrlored}}o

For twd or three years after thae destructlon of la
5alle's colony the site of Fort Saint louls was visited
frequently by Spanish explorers. In 1722 the Marquls de
hguayo establisted on the very site of La 2alle's fort the
presidio of Nuestra Senora de lLoreto, which wos nore free
quently called Bahfa. Captain Domingo Ramon, the men who -
led an expedition to Last Texss and Louislena in 1716, was
loft in charge of tre presidio., The 3panish suthorities
gave the _acdatecen missionaries permission to found nesr
the presidio the mission of Espfritu S8anto de "uniga. Con-
corning the Indians for whom this misslon was established,
Father Pena, & member of the expedition, wrote in his Joure
nal that "these trib?a are very docile end will enter read-
11y on tre work of cultivating the earth and treir own
souls, wmore ospecidlly because they live in greater misery
than the other tribes, since they subsist esltogetler upon
£1sh end go entirely without ciéthing."ll
?ho Spgqish §oldier§ and th; prieats soon realized

that Father Pena's statement aboup fhose natives wus based

%

N

01p14,, p. 12..

1lﬁupert M. Ricﬁérds, Texas the lone Star State (New
York: Prentice lLall, Ine., 1543), p. 2c4.
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totally on idealism and not on reality, SeQerai Indian
families were rersuaded to settle near the misslon, but
trouble between thre Indians and the whites cormenced almost
lzmediately. In the fall of 1723 there arcse & personal
quarrel between the Indians and the soldiers in the presi-
dio, The sollliers attempted to punish the offending In-
dlans., The result was a serious‘conflict. The tragic
affalr was climexed with the death of Captain Ramon and
the flight of the natives. In reprisal the Indians made
surprise attacks from time to time upon the men in the
presidio and mission,

The missionaries, dlscouraged by the eonstant hos-
tility between the Indians and the soldiers, moved the misg=~
sion of Esp{ritu Santo de Zuniga ten leacues northwestward
to the Cuadalupe River in 1726. They began laboring with
the non-coastal tribes of this region who apparently had a
somewhat higher civillization than the coastel tribes. To
provide protection the presidio of Bahia was soon woved to
@ site near the miasion by the successor of Ceptaln Ramon.
This location 1s now marked by the ruins in modern lisslon
Valley, west of tre Guadalupe and near the northwestern
line of Victorie County.12

It was not until Mexlco won her independencs fronm

Spain in 1821 that the 1argo’scélo colonigation of Texas

12301t00, op, it., p. 285,
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began. On April of 1824 Kartin de Leon, & native raenchman
of the Mexican state of Tamaulipas, decided tlat e would
1ike to move with his herds to tre grassy lands of Toxas.
On April 8, 1024, Le petitioned the Lexican goverament for
peruission to settle a colony &t a point on the lower Guad-
alupe River where he would found a town to be culled Xues~
tra Senora de Guadalupe de Jesus Vigtoria, The genersl
§oundarieu of tla grant were as followss The Coleto on the
west, klssion Valley on the north, the Laveca Qlllver on the
east, and iatasorda Bay on the south.l3 All merxbers of the
colony wers requireZ to be of good moral character and to
have some trade, profession, or visible means of aupport.
The colonlsts were to be permitted to cultivate anything
they desired with the exceptlion of tobacco. All of the
products were to be free from excise duty for a period of
ten yoars.14

De Leca's colony was @ifferent frou others in that
his contreoct did not specify a definite number of familles
to be introduced, it 4did not fix & time limit for carrying
out the spescifications of the contract, nor did it establish
specific boundaries for4thé célbny."The colony was unique

in another respsct, Of all the empresario éolonioq that

-~ \ -

lshary V. denderson, ‘vinor Empresario Contracts for
the Colonization of Texas, 1825-54, Southwestern Historiosal
Juarterly, XiXII, Pe 7 ' ,

14523. elt.

BT, R R - " Ty S
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ware settled during the rerioed or inglo-Amerlcan ¢oloniza-
tion, De lLeoa's colony was the only lexlcan colony that pre-
ferred Mexlaan customs.and institutions to those of the
United States. - A few Arerican names appear in tre 1list of
names to whom titles to land were issued, but they seeuw

like outsiders among the numerous Spanish names.15

In ell
the other colonles the Mexican names, when they apreared,
stood out 1ike foreicners on thé soll of their own land.
After 1832, tle Yexican governmental suthorities reallzed
that Quch a'oalony'as De leon had established was the sort
that they must sstablish in order to retain Texas as a
loyal part of ¥exico} howeier, history proved that they
ware too late in ecoming to this conclusion.

By Ootobter 13824 De Leon and twelve familles had es-
tablished thexselves on the Cuadalupe River, Other familles
were to follow later, By the following sprins the grassy
wilderness haid bscome the scene of a flouriskhing little
sottlement, which was to become the nucleus of present day
Victoria, Texas.16

The success of the colony depended larzely on tle
colonistas! abllity to receive and to ship goods by water.
Katagorda Day wus well known as & suitable place for land-

ing on the coast of southwest Texasj hence, shipping polnts

1sﬂand'omon, op. eit., p. 8.

16Loc. clt,
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were soon to spring up en the banks of the bay,

Linnville, the site of which is appreoximately three
and one-half miles northeast of present Port Lavaca, was
the first town to be settled in whaé i3 now Calhoun coun-
ty. John Joseph Linn, one ef the few Anglo~Americans liv-
ing in De Leon's colony, ordered some merchandise from
Corpus Chriati for his atore in Visctoria. He gave instrucge~
tions for the captain of tho vesaol to aail into Xatagorda
Bay, and Le msde arrangemonta to meet the oAptain &t the
mouth of the Garci}as Cresk. In 1831, at this place, he
constructed & warshouse which he and his brother tegan to
use 88 a base for a luorative wholesale trade with the gol-
ony at Victoria.l7

There were other landing points that sprang up soen
after Linnville was established. In 1832, Philip Dimmit,
another trader, buillt a pler on the shore of Matsagorda Bay,
and & second settlement, Dimmit's Landing, spraaz up there,18

In 1338, Cox's Point, enother landing place, was es-
tablished.1? fThe same year, Mary Austin Holley wrote:

The new town at Cox's Point will eventually rival

17s0tn L. Linn, Reminiscences of 5O Years 1in Texas,
(New Yorks D, and J, Sadller and Company, 1303)s Pe

18710 Texas Historical Records Survey, Inventory of
the County Archives of Texas, (Calhoun County, lexas, *911),
P 47,

1960-13319n of Control feor Texas Centennlal Celebra-
tions, Monuments Commemorating the Centenary of Texas Inde-
pendence, {austin, Texas, lu 3%), pe 154,
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Mataworas, inasmuch as it has a better rarbore... It

13 situvated at the mouth of the La Baca, and contains

about 200 inhabitants.20

Shertly aftorwafd, the Congress of the Republis of

Texas enacted legislation te encourage the establishment of
another town in this reglon. On Xovenmber 18, 1839, a joint
resoclution pestponed the sale of lets in the city of Calhoun
pending the completion ef a naval survey of the pass of
¥ategorda Bay.,21 oOn January 20, 1841, the Conzress voted
that "the sale of lcts in the town of Calhoun shall com-
mence in said town on the first ¥onday in June."22 yo
further record of the proposed town of Calhoun 1s avallable
in the archives of the state of Texas; Lowever, Colenel
Alexander Somervell, veteran of San Jacintoe and & genator
ef the Republie, founded a town en ¥atagorda Islend near
the repesed site of Calhoun sometime before 1839,23 1t
was necessary for the legislature to make & spesial law.
designating €40 acres eof the 1sland as a townslite. The

tewn, named Saluria, soon attracted a number of inhabitants

and became prominent enough as a shipping peint to merit

2°ua§y 4. Folley, Texas (Lexington, Kentuecky: Clarks
and Company, 1836), p. 410,

2lyohn Sayles and llsnry 8ayles, Tarly Laws of Texas,
(Kanags City, ¥issouri; Vernon Law Book Gompany, 1891), I,
Pe 420,

£27p14,., p. 452.

251nﬁento!l of County Archives, on, ¢it., p. 38.
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having & customs station placed there in 1842.24 )

Linnville, lald out on & small bluff and ‘situated to
the north of Pass Cn;allp within the protection of Matagorda
Bay, was the most rreqﬁently"uséd‘dt the various shipping

points that had aprung up around the bay. It was easily ac=
| cessible to overlend trade from the surrounding prairies,
Furthermore, 1t waa difeotly in the path of commerce flow-
ing up the Guadalupe River Valley. With all of these natural
sdventages 1t 1s understandable that Linnville should have
been preferred to other places es a port.25

From tiwe to time marauding Indians had attacked
Linnville and surrounding settlements killing & number of
the people and stealing all of the goods they could get their
hands.upon. In 1834 & smell bend of Karankawas attacked
Major James Xerr and a surveying party some twenty-five miles
from Linnvillej however, the white wmwen bluffed the Indians
by making them think that they had a canon to use against
them. The Indisns were pacified by generous gifts of tobac~
co. They zrossed to the other side of the San Antonlo Bay

and remained tharo.za

John 3. Hadley, "Two Beaports - Port Lavaca and
Indianola,” Indianola Scerapbook (Vietoria, Texasi The Vic-
toria Advocate, 1936), De 166,

25 )
Chria Emmet, Texas Camel Talee (3an Antonlos The
_Naylor Company, 1932), p. 47,

26Linn, op. eit., pp. 38-40.
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Early in August of 1840, six hundred militant and
highly organized Comanche Indlans descended upon the coastal
land from the northern'blaina. They appeared suddenly be=-
fore Victoria in the lato afterncon. The attack was a com=
plete uufprieo, and thp gnsu;pectlng citizens were throwm
into complete confusion and panic. Defore any sort of
resistence could be organized, several of the people hed
been killed and & large number woundo8. While gloating
over thelr easy vlctorﬁ. the Inﬁiana conceived the bold
1dea of proceeding to the next uettlom;nt, which was Linn-
ville and plun@ering the tounfgv u
" The Indiasns fell upon Linnville early in tle worning
on August 8, 1740, The 1nhab1taptn made no effort to re-
sist; they fled to the wharf and in small skiffs made thelr
way out to the ships anchored in the harbor. while the
.people watohel in horror frou the shipas, the Indlaans sacked
end burned the town. Later John Joseph Linn, describing
+ the traglc scens, aidded a note of humor saylingt
In my warchouse were several caaes vl hzts &nd o
brellas belonging to ¥r, James Robinson, a merchant of
San Antonlo, These Indians made free with thenm; and
went dashing about the blaging villages, amid thelir
soreechin: squaws and "1little Injuns,” 1like demons in
a drunken saturnalis, with Robinson's hats on their

heads and liobinson's umbrgdlas bobbing about on every
side like tiray balloons.” :

273. #. Wllbarger, Indian Depredations in Texas,
(Austin, Texas: The Steck Tompany, 55357. Dbe RO=C7,

281-12113’ OD» 9_1_:2" PDe 341=342,
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In the afternoon tre Comanches began to withdraw
from tLe burning tewn. FWhite men qQuickly gathereld from all
the settlements in the surrounding asountry and pursued the
Indlens te Plum Creeﬁ 1? present Ca%dwell County where in a
running battle the lIndlans were doregted. This marked the
end of orgenized Indlan 1nvafiona'er tho‘;oactul country.

Some of the inhebitasts of Linnville went by boat te
the present site of, Port lavacs, which eogaiato& of only
about six heusoa.zgf About a yonr?latgr'éommiasion wen from
the Bdfth who were interested in ahippinﬁ rav asterlals
from this reglon of Texas to,xei‘Yoéi City end 1n ilmporting
manufactured foods to a large part of this territory opened
thelir offices In Laveca. . U

Shortly after the BQginnlng of Lavaca as & shipping
center, several fexilles of hardy ploneers from thre old
South lande! et the wharl, which the Lavaca mercl.ants had
constructed. They settled on grants of land some fifteen

miles frow Lavaca and established thelir first settlement,

called Indian Point.aO 3ituated on the northern end of a

~ low, sandy atrip of land along Lavace and Yatasorda Bays,

Indien Point wes located on & slight bluff fseing the bay.

293ebecca Rupert, "Calhoun County Datee bLack to La
Salle,® Port Lavacs Wave, Calkoun County Centennisl and
Gelden Jubilee Listorical Edition, May 16, 1540,

305841 T. Vickers, "Indlunola's Last Inhabitant
Moves Away," Irdianola 8S8crep Heok, (Victorla, Texsss The
Victoria Advocete, 1996}, D. 1Gae
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To the rear was Powderhorn Lake; on the south side was Pow-
derhorn Bayouj and Steven's Bayou cut the point off from
the mainland to the north.31 Thus, with the destruction of
Linnville in 1840, two new ports, Lavaca and Indian Point,
sprang up on the bay to take care of the shipping for the
interior. The settlement of Irdiax Point actually marks
the berinning of Indianola.

Although the actual beglinning of Indian Point can be
attributed to tre settlers who came from the deep South, its
subazequent growth was Influenced greatly by German irmigrants
to Awerica. (;io sttention of the German poople had been fo=-
cused on the great land of Texas about the time that the
Anglo-American eolonization began in Texas by literature
telling of the vast expanses of fertile land In this area.
As a result of the favorable publicity, several hundred
Cerman colonists immigrated to this section prior to the
Texes Revolution., After the Texans won thelr independence
a delzge of literature, giving glowing accounts of this new
Republic, flooded Germany oreating & "mania for emigration®
among people of every walk of life - the nobleman, the peas-
ent, the merchant, and the meoﬁauio, 2ll allke felt the
appeal of the ploneer life waiting for them across the seai)
Purthermore, the Texas congress had passed a very liberal

land act in 1337, which provided another strong inducement

3ISeoilgson, op. eit., p.1.
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for emigration.

It 1s not surprising, therefore, that on April 20,
‘ 1642, fourteen Cerman Princes and noblemsn met in confer-
ence &t Blebrich on tl.e Rhine. Thils meoting gave birth to
the formation of a soclety for the purchase of land in Texas.
The fourteen noblemen signed thelr names to a paper which
read, “%e, the undersigned, hereby make kiown tl.at we have
today associsted ourselves and are constitutled as a soclety
for the purﬁoue of purchasing lands in the freo State of
'I'exas."“""2 <§hia varks the beginning ot‘tho'Socioty for the
frotection of Germnﬁfzmigranta to Texas, formed &t & gen=-
eral meeting reld at dalne on Xarch 24, 1844:> s only those
of the higher nobility were permitted membzféﬁi: in the
soclety, 1t graduslly beceme ‘known as the Adelavarein
(Loaguo.of'tho Lobility). Hé gooner had the organization
been formed than its members begsn to advertize throughout
Cermany thels schemé for colonization. The supporters of
the fdelsversin traveled over the various states in Germany
talking to araufa and telling about the program of the socl-
ety. Lr. Fritz Relnhardt, one of the early settlers who
was attracted by this advertizing, tells of one of the
speeches that I'rince Solms Braunfels mode in Germany con=
cerning the Adelsverein:

Prince Solms Lad been in Texas as early aes 10814, and

) 3zldoritz Tiling, History of the German Element in
Texas, from 1220-1850, (Zouston, Texus: Moritg w1llng,

1913), p. 58 |
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his eccounts, as well &3 those of Sples aud otlers, in
writing and speeches, caused & sensation aasony the stu-
dents of tre universities of . lessen ani ileidelierg,
Solms 2l3¢ Lade & spsech ta the students of the indepen-
dent sch~0ls in varmatadt wlere I was studyin . Ie re-
warked that tliere was no demand 1a the old cruntry fleor
all the rrofessional xen wiom the universitles were
turning ovt, and that they must find a new and develop-~
ing couantry where thelr services would bte In cdemani. (lle
glowingly described ‘iexas us & land of milk snd heney,
of perennial flowers, of crystal streaus, rieh sad frait-
ful beyon? wess.re, where reamed myriads of doer and
burfele wh{}g primeval forests abounded in wild fowl of
every kinl,

In the reantine the members of the Adelavereln fLa?
s8lready entered into a land deal with a .reaclrsn nameld
Boirgeole an? &n imerican nsmed :enry Fishe». then rrince
2018 krauniels, wh¢ hal been apyointed eosamistioner .eneral
for the celony, ceme to Texas, le discoverel tlhat the land
grents for which the 4delsvereln had necotiatel were not
recoynized by tle epublic of Texas, and the soclety lost
beavily in these fraudulent Jdeals. Realizing the preiige
awent which ¢onfronted the society, the Frince wrote to the
officiule in Iermany: YA treop eof colonlsts c¢o:izn; and neo
land to settle tliem en."s4 This less to the Adelsverein
was not witho' t cé;penaatlon, for Prince Selms 1nrelliately
beygan ne&oiiationa for & grant of land on the Comel River
et its confluence with tie Guadalupe liver wlere Lew Lraun-

fols 1s now located, After ebteining a g=aat in this area,

535r1ta Rein! a~3t, "The Experiences of a Cerman Im-
migrait to Jexas,” Tre Caero Record, June 24, 1920,

34Emnet, op. elt., p. 83,

L3
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he hestened to the coast to select ; landino Flace for the
iomigrants, (e lnapected the ratagorda Bay reglion for s
sultable place for the debarkstion of the CGerwman immigrants
and selected tre settlement of Indlan Polnt for this purpose.
Here he purchiased a tract of land for the use of tle soclety
and named the location Carl's Heven, since Carl wss the giv-
en name of hinself and two other members of the society;?S

In Novester of 1044 the Johenn Dethsrd arrived from

Eremen at the port of Galveston bringing the first ivmi-
grants to Texas. By the end of the year, more than seven
hundred German lmmigrants haed landed at Galveston. YNany
well educated men, who were willing for the néke of personal
freedom to glve up their lives of ease in Germany for the
rugged life of a pioneer in Texas, were anong these first '
paasengera.56

The immigrants were transported by small crsfts to
Latagorda Bay and landed at Carl's Ilaven on Foveuber 23,
1844. The aite that Prince Solms had c¢hosen had nothing to
offer the travel-worn immigrants in the way of shelter or

supplies. According to Ers, Seeligson, there were only a

fow famillies living at Indian Point when the German icmi-

3saludolph L. Blesele, The Bietory of German Settle~
ments in Texas (Austin, Texas; Von DOecsimann=Jones Company,

1€307, p. 110,
36

Tiling. ODe cit., P 60,
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grants arrive3.37

e provision had been malde for inland
travel and ™msads were rractically non-existent. Victoria
was the nearsat tewn of mny slze wrere surplies could bae .
obtained, ‘Lo newly arrived ploneers nade the tcst of a
very bai situation, 1hey lLastily constructed a tent village
out ¢/ any avallable material. It was a sald Cliristmas that
they celebrated in the little make~-shlft villare. CLivine
services were conducted, and the people gave thanlis to Cod,
who had led tlem safely to Texas,

There in thLe erudest of quarters the coloiilists re-
mained for more than two months, but their aplrits were high
in snticipatlon of better things to come. Xiss oore gives
an incident thet illustrates the attlitude of many of the
imzigrantas

The >ince tried to mako &s much display as posslble,

He rode abeout with long feathers In his hat. A man
name) ¥ilde was &t the Lhead of the colony. His wife
thought that sveryone oucht to show great reverence
toward tre Prince but & fat Cerman with a pire in his
mouth wo2ld net take off his hat eas the Prince came
riding by. Xrs. Wilde was very indignant over this,
The Cerwoy sald, "Cacn the Prince, this 1s & fres
country."v”

%hen the weather permitted the colsniats left Carl's
Baven, and a ter a Jjourney ef more than one hunired fifty

miles reached the "promiged land” in Karch 1845, 4 settle-

o

Y

57Seellgsan, op. cit., ﬁ. 2. -
S87unda Mosrs, "Pacollections of Indiannla,” Indisnols

2crap Kook (Vietorias, Texsst The Victorla advocate, 1%T3CT,
p. 95‘ .‘ )
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ment was establisked, and the town was named lew Braunfels
in honor of the Castle of Prince Solms on the Lahn River
in Germany.59 |

From October 1845 te Aprill 1846 soume $,247 German
immigrants arrived at Galveston under the suspices of the
Adelsverein. This was 1,200 {n excess of the nucber that
¥eusebsach, the successor to Prince Selms, had been told to

expect.4o

On arriving at Galveston the imuigrants were
transferred to light schoonera and then transportel to
Carl's laven where they were crowded together in musty huts
to walt for transportation inland. During the winter of
1845~-46 there was en unusual amount of rain and bad weather.
As a result of the miserable weather and the unsanitary
conditions of the ocemp, fever and cholera broke out among
the people, and several hundred of them dled at Carl's
Haven during the winter.. Yeusebach finally succeeded in
getting & contrect with Terry and Company, & Houston team-
ing concern, teo transport the lmmigrants to New Braunfels.
In the meantime war had been declared between the
United States and Mexico. The army needed every avallable

weans of transportation of troops to Mexiso. The liouston

teaming concern broke its contract with Meusebach when of«

3gDon'H. Bigrers, Cermen Ploneers in Texas (Fred-
ericksburg, Texas: The Fredericksburg rublisling Company,
1925), p. 23. -

401bid o'. PP» 30=-31.,

Stanane iy
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fered more uoney by the Unitel States government, Approxe
imately one hundred wagons of immigrants had been hauled
frou Carl's lisven by the tesmsters when they repudiated
thelir contract with Meusebach. There were still about 4,000
immigrants left stranded in Carl's Havon.41 Tihs people were
already despoinient and upon hearing that there was no longer
any transportation avallable, they were completely dlsheart-
ened. Sems five hundred ef the young men Joinsld the United
States Army sad warched into Mexice, Some of the immlgrants
decided to rexzsin at Indisn Point rather than meke the long
trip inland, Tho_remalndeg of the lmmigranta, in utter des-
pair, bezan trelir migerable march across the unfamilier
country. Tiling saye, concerning this merch, "This proved
disastrous to many, hundreds per;shed on the way from ex-
posure, bungar-and exhaustion; while those who arrived at
Kew traunfels and later at Frcdericksburb, cerrled with them
the germs of diSeaae that soon developed into a frightful
epidemic, in which ziore than one thousand,died."4“

Even &fter the @delsveﬁein ceased to function in 1847,
Cerman 1mm15ration aoﬁtinuad, end during 1848«184¢ the num-
ber of immigrants coming from Cermany increasel greatly. The
repercussion from the revolutions of 1348 wlh:ich swept through

Europe wus felt in Gernsny. The king was forced to make

¢l1bid., p. 31
4291180, op. cit., p. 60,
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1iberal reforms, but the 11bofai revolution was put down in
1848, A period of rgaction followed which forced many of
thvoutetanding'patriois of Germany.who had taken part in
the revolution to flee from the country. The exodus of uni~
versity profossors, literary moh, artists, and students from
every German state was jolned by‘thousandé of farcers and
mechanics vho'imﬁigratéé because of unbesrabls administra-
tive ordinanceajand provoking:inter:ereice fron the governe
mental authorities, <§any of these luxigrants came to Texas,
landing at the ports of Galveston and Indian Point. Many
of them chose to remain at Indian Point and so formed the
nucleus of a thriving settlement later to become known as

Indianolaf)



CHAPTER II
IEDIAKOLA BLCOMES AN IMPORTANT PORT IN THE 1850'S

Soon after the establishment of lLavaca &8s 8 shipping
point, & eolony of wealthy planters disembarked at the new-
1y constructed wharf. They settled at Oreen Lake, located
twelve miles west of Lavaca., Other than their faullles,
rousehold goods, and faruing eQquipment, the planters brought
with them many negro slaves and began to faru oa a large
scale. They purchased stoek in the Port Lavaca wharf and
the stean dradée.‘ %ith their comiué the shipring business
at Lavaca bagan to expand rapldly. Lavaca and Galvsaton
were considered to be the prfncipal porte on the Texss coast
et this time,l . h

The ;rrival of the caplitalist Jim Feoster, labeled by
¥r, James C, Latch as the first multimillioneire to land in
Texas, was destined to be an important factor in changing
the situation in regard to Lavaca's position as tte prinei-
pel port for the Maiagorda Bay reglon, Jim Foster came to
Lavaca from the blue grass country of Eentucky in about 1845
for the purpose of engaging in cattle raising and shipping.
Determined to dominate the cattle industry in this area of
the state, Jim Foster located on Rio Choecolate in the vicin-

1ty of Green Lake where he began ranching on & one thousand

1Jamsé W, Hatch, Lest We Forpet the Eerces of the
Alamo, copy of wmanuscript, (AustIn, Texas: The Universlity
of Texas archives, undated), p. 1.
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acre tract of land. In additlon to cattle ralaing,'he en-
gaged in the {arming of corn, cotton, and redband sugar. A
apacioua'plantation house was built by slave lebor of lum-
ber imported from Florlda. The work of tre plantation was
done by approximately a hundred negro slaves, who represente
ed & huge investment for their master.® It seewed that La-
vaca was the ideal shipﬁing point for tﬁg gr;at Foster en~
terprise. | f )

On April 4, 1856, tge‘Legislatu}o of tre state of
Texas passed ‘&n act cresating th; @ounty of Calhoun out of
territory which had formorly.been djﬁavh ok the éouptles of
Vietoris, Jackson, and:xatagorda. Lavaca was deslignated as
the county seat,” The county was Qamed in honor of John C.
Calhoun{)tho great southern statesman who had heen one of
the more vehement advocatesfor:siateheod for Texas.%

On September 22, 1846,‘the'county>of Calhoun was or-
ganized at Lavaca, The first politlcal functions eof tLe
county were carried out et the home of H..G. Kitchen, Theo-
dore Miller, who hed been nppeiptod by the governor as chief
Justice of the oounty, presided over the meeting., Sylvester
Eatch and Hermeénn Tkelpapa were appointed the first county

commissioners and immediately held the first meeting of the

2Loc. -clt-

SLaws of Texss, 1£22-1857,complled and arranged by
H. N. P. Gammel [Austin, Texas: The Gammel Book Company,
1808), Vol. II, p. 1354,

4pulmore, op. oit., p. 157.
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Commissioners ' Court for the county of Calhoun,®

With Levaca emerging as the county sest, 1t secermed
evident that 1% would be the leading town in the atagorda
Bay region., Viktor Bract visited this re-lon shortly after
Lavaca became the county seat and described tre sultability
of Ystagorda Ray for navigation as followa;

The greatest depth of Pago de Caballo 1s siven &t ten
to eleven feet, During light south or southwest winds
the bar offers little difficulty. Only &Surin- strong
easterly winds do breskers from the shore and Pelican
Island become dangerous... A gradual irprovexent of Ca-
ballo Pass has been noted for some time, It may be that
in a few vears this pass will have gainel dletinct ad-
vantages aver that of Galveston Bay... Hatagorda Bay 1s
Just better suited for navigation than other points on
the Texss coasgt.,..

Kr. Bract's -tatomeht'concerning the suitablility of
Yatagorda Bay for navigation wag borne,out by the increasing
shipping activity at Lavaca, After 1845 the shipping from
Lavaca had increased notably, and the town had become quite
prosperous, There were thosse with vigsion who saw the possi-
bility of the develoﬁmént of an important sea port; conse-
quently, real eatato.pricés roge to a new high, hundreds of
bales of cotton were shipped from the Lavaca wharves, and
supplies for & large part of South and West Texas and north-

ern Mexico were bfought in and carrled overland bty wagon

S¢1nutes of the Comnissloners! Court, (Port Lavaca,
Toxao: bound Volume In tlie county courﬁhousa of Calhoun
County), Vol. &, P. 1.

6yiktor Eract, Texas in 1648, (San Antonio, Texas:
The Naylor Publishing Tompany, I15¢1), p, 2.
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trains drawn by mules and oxen.

Mrs. Rupert in describing Port Lavaca during this
early period of prosperity states that "Time was not very
valusble in those days and the wagon trains, great high-
vheeled, blue, covered wegons, dpgwn by six or elght mules
glittering with silver trappings and accompanied by sllent,
grave looking guards, armed of course, would sometimes walt
weeks for their teamers or for the roada to become passablo."7

¥r. Braght records the f;ct that "two competing stage
coaches made at least two weekly round trips from bBexar via
Hew braunfels and Victoria to Port La Vaca, where they made

8 lle recom-~

conneetion with the steamboat to Galveston,"
mended the stage coaches of William and R. ¥cCullough, stat-
ing that "their fare was ten dollars with only a small charge
for baggage.“g In regard to shipping and travel by sea, Nr.
Bracht stated that "regular trips between Port La Vaca,
¥atagorda, Indian Point and New Orleans are made Ly a pack=~
et ship with fare and meals for e ¢abin-passenger at fifteen
dollara.”lo

N¥o doubt the merchants of Lavaca rejoiced with the

coming of Jim Foster, thinking that hils enterprise would

- 7Rupex;t, OD. eit., p. 2.
eﬁracht, op. ¢it., p. 50.
®Loc. eit.

1°L°c.‘ clt ..
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meke use of tleir business houses and shipping faoilities‘
and that thelr port would soon surrass Ga}vastnn a8 a ghip-
ping canter. T7To the contrary, he was to dlirect his trade
and influence away from Lavaca as he 41 not think the port
& guitable plece for a shipping poiﬁt. Perhaps L1s reasons
were personal as wsll as bractical. At any rate, shortly
after his arrival, h%rbegan to look elsewhare for a seaport
which would zeat his needa.11 | |

In the aeantiéc, 1nd1&n~2019t, the pluce wl.ere the
German 1mm1°r€nt§ landed and called Carl's liaven, had begun
te make & t12 fO;‘1n1aﬁ§'t;aée."Vr.“§. Je Luck,, the {irst
Judge fer Cali oun Coﬁn?y, eataLlishedmu wareloase st Indlan
Point in 1843, XHe becané an agsnt for éhe last group of
German immligrsits who landed 'at Carl's ﬁavon undsr the aus-
ploes of the Adelsvgfein. fﬁ; fmmizrants obtalined supplies
from his warel.cuse, but the Adelsverelin {14 not reve edequate
funda té take care of ths eccounts that the in.igrants had
made with ¥r, Luck. On the verge of bankruptey, Mr. iluck
80l1d his business to avoid a complete loss,

kEr. P, To lluck relatel this 1Interestel story concern-
ing his father's business &t Indlan Poiant:

Some of father's business friends at lew Orleans
. learned of the hard luck that he ral encountered. On -
@ good falih, they pooled the ir resdurces and sent two
¢ sohooners to Indian Point loaded with sufficlent mer-

chandise to pit father in business azain. at first,
father refused te sign the invoice that tl.e captain pre-

11ﬁﬂﬁﬂh' 1220 it.
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sented to him, The captain told him of the tenovolence
of his lrienda in New Jrleans, who hal insisted that he
accept the roods in order that he might yet Lack on his
feet again in busiress. 7They expectsd no rscompense
until thalr ¢olleague had built up a prosversas busineas
azain. cather restockecd his stoere and tud a thriving
busineas in & short tize. Ie was gsoon able to re-ewburase
his business rriendi in New Orleans for wliut tley had
sent and then some,i?

The firm of H. Runge and Company was established at
Indian Point late in 10458, It had itg beglnning in a amall
tent, but 1t was leter to become an importent bsnking cone
cern. The business hoﬁaeé'ot‘Fromme'a and of Jacob Yass
were later established adjmcent to the Runge £irp, o

When Indian Point had begun to become quite active as
& trading center, @ small wherf was constructe] [rom which
emall boats csuld depesit and receive cargo, Tre first
record of corwrercizl freight was the shinment of Captain
Jerry &mith's csattle from Indian Peint to an Tastern market
1n 1849,14 ' . :

The mercrants of Indian Point were lroreful thet Jim
Foster would use their town as & shippin: point; however, as
the wharf at Indien Point would accommodate only small ves-
sels, the Leavy freight from the larger vessels had to be

lightened froz vesscls by flat bost and then trov.ht up to

' 1285, %, Huck te Themas . Anderson, Vietoria, Texas,
June 1, 1851,

lssaoligaon, op. cit., p. 2.

135, ", Reed, "Memories of Indianole,"” In?lsnola Scra
Book (Victoria, Texas: The Victoria Advocate, IS3G), pe 172.
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the wharf to be unloaded, Jim Foster rofused to consider -
using Indian ?oihh 88 & shipping center for ris cattle and
made his own melection for a place to be used for this pure
pose at a site tlree miles nearer Pass Caballo. 7This loca-
tion that he selected lay in the shape of a cow's lLorn; '
hence, the shipring port was named Powderhorn.ls Jim Foater
had & wharf constructed at Powderhorn and made & contract
with the ¥organ Steanship Company, which provided thet on
arrival of the ¥organ ateaﬁship at Jin Foster's wlarf at
Powderhorn & shipment of three hundred fat steers vas to be
ready to driye onto the wharf,

Jim Qoster was détermined,to dq everything in his
pouer.to.méké Lis port the prinoipal shipping eeater for
the Matﬁgorda Eay rogion, and hLe realliszed trat the Yorgan
Steamship-Cogpsny would be the determining factor in making
bis dream’n reality. In makihg his contract with the Morgan -
Steamship Company, he atteqpted to force the stesmship con-
pany to take off the steamer which went regularly to Lavace,
but he wéa not succesaful in this attempt, for the asteaum~
ship company had a contract with the Unito3 States govern-

ment to carry the mail to Lavaca, 18

liowever, in 1749 when
the city comuisalon of Lavaca made the very ssrious mistake

of ralsing tho channel end dockage fee, tre Korzen interests,

151!3t°h, 220 eitc, ps 2.

16LOC. eit.

e
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which until that time had centered their activities at Lavsca,
considered the inoreased rate prohibitive to thelr business
and were forsed to seek another port from which they could
serve the bay region.17 They naturally turned to the locea-
tion fhat Jous Foster hed been using to ship Lis sattle.
Powdsrhorn proved to be very aldvants_eous to tho borgan Lines
&3 & port, for tle vater a8t this place was of greater depth,
and the location wes more sultable for building doeks than
at axy other rolnt on Matagorda Bay. Thus, from an economie
standpoint 1t mey be sald that Indlancla waz founded by
Charles Yorgan, sinee 1t was after the Morgsn enterprizes

had moved to .oederhorn in 1848 that. the town bezan its ra-

- »

pld growth.la

aAfter @ wharf end warehouse had been constructed at

Powderhorn, tle Forban Llne established regular steamship
gervice with s*ips salling betueen that point and Galveston

19 Soon wae

and Xew Urleans, end comuerce developed ranidly.
gons from the vaat‘hintorland with their loeds of hides,

skina, wool, cotton, and other waterisls were coming to the
newly establisied port’to do thelp trading.zo

The prouwoters of Powderhorn contractel to have the

17 Lo '
Rupert, on. ¢it., p. 4.

1Breed, on. eit., p. 173.
19 —

loc. clt.
20

toe, eclt.
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clty surveyed &nd laid off in an orderly munner in 1840,
Levi Jones was awsrded the job of plemnning tle eity.el

Because of the rapid growth of thes town and increased
population, tle feéw merchants were not able to surply all
of the needs of the peoplej hence, in the beginalng many of
the people mude the trip to Indlan Polnt to trade with the
business houses that had Lesowme well established by this
tine.

é; 1047 & group of citizens lead by l're. John Henry
Brown decided tLat Powderhorn wus not a respectable nane

22 The eitigens brousht the matter

for thelr growing city.
before Judge J« 5. Huck, who had moved to Powderhorn from
Indlan Point, aud he suggested that they name tle town
Indlanols.? - £s Indlan Point had previously been called
indianola by soue, Powdorhorﬂ took advantage of the publice-
1ty attached to thia'naae.24 A majority of the citizens
were aleo in f&vor of changing the nawme to Indianole; how=-
ever, there wero a fow of the old 1niabitanta who ¢d1d not
wigh to glive up the orlginal nane and stubbornly eontinued
to call the place ?owderharn{) .

(?n 1850 a notable evgnt oceurreld. The Cowm:lassion

21$eeiigaon, on. ¢it., p. €.
221 0c. ait.
23

F. EZ. luok, op. ocit.

4
2 Vickers, op. e¢it., p. 182,
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appointed by Presldent Plerce to fix the boundary between
Fexico and the Tnited 8tates under the proviglon of tre
treaty of Cuadslupe-Iidalgo landed there and rroceedsd overw
land to their deetinatioq;?s

Gn 1251 .Indlenola becare the military depot of the
CUnited States for the coast of Texas, Larce quantities of
stores for arm:y posts at San Antonlo end Tl Paso began move
ing through tle port. After the army supnpllies were unloaded
from the shipa, they were conveyed to the interior by speclsal
wagon trains, pometimes composed of a hundred and fifty ve-~
hiolea,ﬁs

.+ 4 traveler viewinz Indianola in 1851 was dissppointed
in the appesranoe of the town. She desoribed it as being
"a belt of whlte sand which separated the ocean of green
prairies from tiie ocean of blue wmater, and along this belt
wag arranged & llne of wooden bulldings unralieved by trees
or enclosures, like a string of overyrown packinz boxes set
out on the beach to dry. }t_looked forlorn and undraped
for in thelr harry go coﬁmence buaiﬁes;, they daferred adorne

rmenta for a aaaaon."?v C ‘

25

RQOd’ Loe. elt. .
26Seeligson, 22. elt,, pb. EnT e

27Dorothy loble, The Story of 0ld Indimnola, &n essay
receiving first sward in & Texas LIstory contest sponsored
by the Sons of t:e Awerlican Revolution, (Beaumont, Texass
The Beaumont iilgh School Press, 1948), p. 4.
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&pdeed Indianola at this time was not very attractive,
for the buildin~ boom was 1a progress and nurerous houses
end businsss ertabliasluzents were belng constructed from lume-
ber inmported fros Floridé) _

for drinLling purposea the people were forsed to use
rain water wnlch was collected in underground clsterns made
of blocks, which tlLe settlers themselves had manulsotured
from lioe and crushed oyster shells. Bosts went up the La=-
vaca Rlvar:to olﬁ Texana where chord wood was loadoed on
boata and bLrou:lt back to Indlanola to Lo uszed a3 fuel.

Lr. Prelerick Olmsted was amused by tle Lintense ri-
valry that existud between Lavaca and Indianola w!en he vige
ited the two towna in the early 1850's, .e gives lis im-
pfeaslons of t+o two ports as follows:

The besch on which the town of Indliansla 1s built isa

some three hundred yardas in width, and extends about a
mile in len~th, having but two parallel streets, front
and back, 1t has a more busy and Prosperous &pPearance
than Lavacs, and 1s much larger... The rivalry between
the two towns is extreme and amusing. At Lavaca we hesar
of Indlansla aa "a 1ittle villace down tre bay where our
vessels someticmes land goods on thelr way up. Each
considers tle other to be sickly. indlanola ras the ade
vantage of the deepest water...lavaca has the advantage
of 12 mileg distance lesa over hard roads scrosa the low
prairies. 5Sehooners of ordipary coasting draught come
without difficulty to the wharves of Indlanols, and wilith
greater difficulty and with ggme liability to detention
from grounding, to Lavaca,..

{lir. o1zeted was quite iupressed with tre town of

Indianola. .o described the beach a8 being "a pleasant prome

28
"rederick Law Olmsted, A Journey Throush Texsas
(New Dix, Edwards, and Cowmpany, I857), p. 203 ’
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enade." e was very plessed with his hotel eccommodations
at Inilanola. Ile observed that YThe Cermans, who compose
half the population have the enterpriss to gultivate vege-
table gardens, which furnish at least snlads at ell seasons.”
The preprietor of the hotel apologized to his guest fer the
difficulty in obtalning meat in a country covered with cattle
snd sheep saying "The butcher, in the summer, wouldn't k1ll
because it was too warm for keepling meat, and in th§ winter
because it was too ¢old or too rainy, he must go to a saloon
to keep himself warm,"2?

<§1th Inltanela increasing in population and prestige,
the citizens began to agitate for the recoval of the county
seat from Lavac; t;'Indinnola, the moro populous center.
An election was held on August 2, 1852, in which the major-
ity of ull the votes 1n tho county were given for the re-
poval of the county seat to Indisnolq:PO éaVernl of the
prominent citlzens of Indianola put up a bond to the Com=-
migsioners!? Goqrtlrer the purpose.of furnishing suitable
buildings for county purposes at the new oounty seat, which
were te be free of cost for six weeks, (gmple greunds were
donated to the county for a court-house site., A8 soon as

the county buildings were available, all the public offices

291b14,, p. 254,
30

Minutes of Commisaleners' Court, op. cit., Vol. A,
Pe 107,

~
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and archives of the oounty were moved to the new county
~aeat£§l

f?he death knell to the prosperity of Inllan Polnt
was sounded wlth the establishment of the Lorgan Interests
at Indiano}ae) 7he population gradually began to dwindle as
people began to ¢rift to the rlval town. The business houses
et Ind¢ilan Point were losing érade, for Indlanola secmed to
draw every ounce of §1ta11ty from the once thriving town of
Indian Point, G{n the early p*art o,f' 12563 many of the psople
from Indian Joint began to move all their Eelongings to the
newsr town three mi}es down the 1sland;) Hany remsined in
thelr homes and® carried on household dutles es tre mules
pulled the houses over the rolling loés down tlie road to
Indlanola, Mont of.tho meraantile houses were moved in the
same manner and re—eata&l}nhed &t Indilanola, %he firm of H.
Runge and Company was emong those moved from Indien Point .92

An act to incorporate the ocity of Indlanols was ap-
proved by the state Legislature in February of 13:3. The
charter proviled that "there te an eleotion by the ocitizens
by ballot, on the lat Monday of January in each and every
year for the yurpose of electing one Kayor, one Recorder and
eight Aldermon to serve one ye8r..., who shall constitute

the c¢lty council,” The city council was given the power to

31L06; elit,.

32&22; cit,

*
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appoint a treasurer, an assessor and tax collector, & mar~
shal, and other such efficlals necessary to carry out the
provisions of the charter. The charter provided that “the
Mayor snd Recorder shall have all the authority snd power .
of Justice of tre Peace....” The ocouncil was given the au-
‘thority by the charter "to levy ard collect & tax not te
exceod one-fourth ef ons percentum annually upon all real
estate within the limits of the corporation, and the pro-
ceeds of the tax sghall bs epplied to the cause of education
in the town of Indilanola.”33

(éy,zats Initanola had left her adolescent days and
had begun to e&ssume the p;epbrtiona of young cltyhosod. The
shabby, hastlly bullt business houses of carlier days wore
beirg replaced bL; subatantial two story structures with an
attractivélappearance. Busine;a‘lots were 80l1d &t the un-
believable price eof {4,000, which is indicative of the pros-
perity of the tosn.Jd ' ‘

In the cente# of the business section of Indianocla
was bullt a hundso e two story court-house in 1357. It was
one of the most attractive and substantial courtelouses in
that area of the Gulf coast. Thre blocks from which the

bulilding was conatructed were manufactured by a process

33Laws of Texas, 1822-1897, op. oit., Vol, IV, pp.
849-853.,

54Soaliason, loc, cit.
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known 83 the "lime cool." This was socoupliske! by placing
timber and limestons on top of & layer of oyster shells,

The substance was burned and then crushed 1nto bdlocks which
vwere lald carefully buf.substantially to form tre etruoture.s5
Handsowe residences surrounded by attractive gardens
had been constructed in varlous parts of the city, Houses
dotted the bazch 8ll the way up to Indian Polnt, making it
somewhat of a sulurb of Indianola proper. (%bua, Indianola
actually had two divisions; the upper part of the town which
was first known as Indlan Polint and the lower part which was
originally ealled Powderhora,) It was when Indlai Polint
coased to exiat as & commerclal olty that the peorle began
to call the uprar part of the eity "0ld Towa.®
Kr, ®e So Adalr descrived 1life in Inlianols at this
time as followss
@&hore were no rich people in Indienola, but there
was plenty of meney in eireulation. It cost rext to
nothing to live. Fish &nd oysters were abundant, and -
anyone oould obtain free beef at the slaughterhouse.
The market was glutted wilth all kinds of pamwe, end th°56
alr creaked under the weight of millions of wild gawe.
The key to the prosperity of Indlanola was its being
the principal pért for the vast interior trade with San
Antonio, West Texas, and Chihuahue, Moxicq;b The ¥organ

lines continued to handle most of the shipping to Indlan-

5530911530:1, op. cit., p. G.

3¢, s, L8air, "Indlanola Thrived in the Zarly 70t's,”
Dallas Yorning KRews, FPebruary £2, 1925,

ad
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ola., The official records of the ¥organ Lines do not go
back further than 1369, but their slogan tlen wasg "Departures
every day be the weather what it may.”57

Indignola nwed & debt of gratitude ¢~ Captain ¥orgen,
8 ploneer and preexinent leader in water transportation be=-
twoen Texas and points on the Gulf of ¥exlco and the Atlane-
tioc Seaboard. During his 1lifeticme he bullt and managed one
hundred seventeen vessels of which thirty-one were large
oco;n going ships, He is credited with having bullt and
owned more ships then any other individual at that time.>C

By 1855 the Morgan Company waé running two lines of

steamers & week 6etueen Indianola and New Orleans, A steamer
left Kew Orleans every Sunday and Thursday cerrying mail and
cargo to Indianola, &nd the mall was carried frow Indlanola
by steamer svery Wedneaday and Saturday for New Orleans.sg
the Vanderbilt Line nervog‘;ndianola for a time with its
steamers; howsver, the ¥organ Line eventually bought out

40 There was & buy&r in New York who repre-

this rival line,
sented the merchants of Indianola. He bought msrehandise
on the market in New York and sﬁippqd it to Indlanola for

diatribution.41 N

4

37R30d' ézo cit-; p. 173,
38
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Reedcg loc. cit.

News item in The Indianola Bulletin, April 286, 185S,
4ou°bfa, or. éito; bo?o
élﬁatch, 220 cit., jo i 10,
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In the sumuer veaqelu brought cargos of bdlock ice
from ports in Kﬁina. There was & large lce warehouss in
Indianola whaere the ice Qas storel., ‘The ice was placed in
wooden hogsheais which were paokes with sawdust and sealed.
Then the ice was ready for shipwent to Viotorla, San Antonile,
and other inland towns.42
(%ho most lmporteant cargo shipped from Indianols was
cattle. Thousands of head of cattle were shipped tc Kew

43

Orleans and Cubi in a year's tliwe. ¥r. Andrew Killer gave

the following description of a typlcal scene in the streets
of Indianola when the cattle were Leing driven into town for
loading: ‘

I can see great droves of longhorns traveraing the
main street of the town, headed for the pens and chutes
of the docks, Some of the 0l1d steers, thres to five or
six years old, were of enormous size and paraded a start-
ling growth of horns. They were 80 wild that many of
them had never been branded. Whenever any animal broke
from the herd, the cowboys galloped after it.'roggd it
and brought 1t back even if they hLad to drag 1it.

Large numbers of the cattle brought to Indianola were pro-
cessed 1in the slaughter house., The cattle were driven into
chutes, killed, holsted by the hind legs and skinued., 7The

Indianola butchers had no further concern for the éarcasses

after hide and tallow had been removed for shipment to east-

42100 . cit,

45K0b10, 920 c1t0. Do 9.

4fAda1r, Joc. eit,
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ern markets, <The csarcasses were hauled some distance beyond.
the lixuits of the town and left for the scavengers to con-
sume, 4t the slauzhter house the people were welcome to all
the fresh beef they could carry away.45

Cotton renkel next to cattle in i:portance in exports,

In 1860 thers were 30,000 bales of cotton exported fran Ine

dlanola.46

The flsh and oyster industry was very l.portant to
the economy ¢f the town, Large fleets of fishlng boats pa-
troled the bay with thelr nets and brought in large gquanti-
ties of fish. The flsh and oysters were packel in ice amd

47

loaded in stesmers for shipment, The jobblin: houses of

Indianola carried extensive stocks of goods., They 414 an
immense wholessle business with towns in the interior )Fo

Large wagons called prairle schooners, drawn by ten
and twelve yoke of oxen end the two wheeled foexican carts
with rawhlde becs drawn by two.yoke of oxen or by six
small mules, came and went in long trains, They filled
the streot; end wagon yards and often overflowed into

suburban caups .49

48104, cit.

4650518, loo. cit.

47yioxers, op. cit., p. 183,

4aﬁdair, loc. cit.

493@oligson, loc, clt,
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tagons of the}%élls‘Fargo Express Company, drawn by sixteen

mules, rour—abreaat,'broﬁght 8ilver bullion from the mines
in Kexico. Tle bulilon was‘léaded on steamers and shipped
to the United States wint in Néw Qrleinse. In the 1CE0's

the Wosterﬁ Jtate Coast Company operaéed a four-Lorse staze
betwasn Indiaﬁola, Viotoria, £an Antonlo, and Austin., The
badly shaken passengers, bound for distant San Antonlo, ar-
rived at thelr deatinatidn Just forty-elght hours after

thelir departurs aoeordlné to achedulo.so

The Indienola Nulletin, which was eastablisghed in 1853,
did & remarkably fine plece of work in bringing the news to
the people. The front page of the paper wus glven over to
national and internationsl news. Thre remalning three sheets
cerried the 1local news and advertisements, The Bulletin
did much to help promote important oivie projeects. In Hay
of 1855 an open letter appeared in the Bulletin from the
mayor urging that actlon te teken for the srection of & mun-
icipal hespital., The mayor summed up his case aa follows:
Once has our population been decimated by tlLe ravages
of yellow fever, and the year 1854, though uot so fatal,
gwept froz us a&s many of our increase by births and eml-
gration., Illow then way 1lts ravages be stayed? I would
answer through an hospital alonej this to be of any vale
ue must be well officered and Jjudleiously managed. Es-
tablish an institution on just snd libersl principles,
and you at once gain the eonfldence of your citizens,

and the poor bteings when stricken down by disease will
spter ita wards with & cheerful heart and firu confidence

50 ‘ ‘
News item in The Indienola Bulletin, ¥ay 31, 1556,
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in & speedy recovery.51 f |

Later in the same year the mayor and council author-
ized the hospital committee to lease & suitable bulilding to
be used &s a hospital and to employ a physician and & nurse.
Since the hospltal was to be maintained with municipal funds,
everyone entering it was required to get a permit from the
mayor.

In 1858 & new act of incorporation for the city of
Indianola was passed. 1Its provisions are indicative of the
new progressive spirit of Indlanola. The charter gave the
c¢ity health board the authority to "provide for the support
of paupers and others while in the hospltal and for their
burial expenses not to exceed the sum of fifteen dollars...”
The health board was glven the authority "to employ & phys-
jclan and suitable nurses in the time of epldemice.”™ The
council was given the power to provide for the construction
of sidewalks on the streets of Indlanola &t the cost of the
property owners. The hospitsl fund, which received its rev-
enue from the monéy collected from pasasengers of vessels,
was declared "sacred for the erection ahd maintenance of thre
hospital, the employment of physlclians and nurses, the sup-

port of paupers and sick persons."E‘3

Slkews 1tem in The Indlanols Bulletin, ¥ay 10, 1865,

52Nevs item in The Indlanocla Bulletin, May 31, 1855.

831 aws of Texsa, 1822-1097, op. oit., Vol. IV, pp.
12081216, — T -
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<gn May of 1646 two stesmers ap;roachked the harbor at
Indlanola bringing a most unususl carge to port, It was the
ghipment of canels that the United 3tates governuent had iwme
ported from the lisar East to traverse the desert sands of
the great Southweati) During the Mexican war thoe need for
transportati-mn of troops and supplies in the Southvest was
realized by Jefferson Davis, who was & colonel in the United
States Aruy at this ticze. He became convinced that the pos-
8ibllity of using cacels in thls erea was good,

In 1382, when Jefferson Davis becsme Secretary of War
in the cabinet of President Franklin Pierce, Lhe was in a
better position te carry forward the scheme that he and other.
officldls hal advanced., Therefore, on Decembsr 1, 1852, in
his report to the President, he stated:

For military purposes, for expressee and for recon-
naissences, it ia bellieved, that the dromedary would
supply & want now seriously felt in our servicey and for
transportetion with troops rapidly moving across the
country, the camel, it 1s believed, would remove an ob-
stacle wich now serves greatly te dlxinich tlre value54
ard efflclency of our troops on the western frontier.

30 it was that the fir:t shipment of thirty-three
camels were broght to Texas from the Near ELast. The carge
consistel of one Tunis camel of burden, malej ons Sennaar
dromedary, malej one Xuscat dromedary, female; two Siout

drowmedaries, wales; four Slout dromedaries, females; one

¥ount 8inai drowadsary, malej two Bacrian camels, malesj one

&Em.iet, oD 9_’;3'1 s PPoe 3~4.,
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fbooghdes !, nule; four Arablan camels of burden, males;
fifteen Arablan cemels of burden, females} one Arsbian ca-
mel, twenty-lowgr days o0ld, male; and camel-conductors with
native dectors."9S

The voys.e from the lear Fast to Indisnoles was eccoump-
lighed tith‘mary difficultlies. Other thean the ugual duties
of the crew, they were kept buay ruﬁbing the atif{ legs of
the camels; fi:hiting the itch; and trying to prevent the an-
imals from contracting “"violent pneumonitis,” a disease to
which they wsre hizhly susceptible if they were permitted to
get too warne, On reaching the harbor the crew had further
difficulty in cetting the beasts from tle skip to land, Ilow-
ever, on the t! irteenth day of May, 1855, the first lead eof
cauels were driven down the wharf at Indianola to their pens.
A month before the arrival of the caiele, the citizena of
Indianola had begun to take note of the prsparation for these

snimals., May 5, 1£€66, The Indianola Bulletin carriel the

following:

Workmen are now busy erecting enclosures for the ca-
wels that are dally expected for service on thLe weatoﬂge
plains, T:e enclosure will cover ten acres of ground.

(éhe arrival of the camels crcated a sensatlion among
the people o. tlhe town, len, women, and ohilldren flocked to

soo trem as though a circus had gome to town., Yrs. ¥ary R.

b51b14., p. 5.
B6pews Ltem in The Indlsnola Fulletin, Fay 5, 1856.
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Kleinecke, Mrs. Amella Lewls, ¥rs. Lizzle Eslzheuser, and
¥rs, Bertha ¥iller, who were girls in Indlanola at the time
of the arrival of the camels, recall in the following state-
ment thelir imrresalens of the events

Yos, we remember the first cemela, They were decorated
with red blankets, XNy sisters and I ran after them. A
whole lot in the first load weres two hump cazels. Where
did they come from? I don't know. %e were just girls,
then... They were kept near Powderhorn Lake, Oh?! how
the people were scered of them. On Sunday the peeple would
walk tg tte Lake. Everybody looked at the ¢.mels ~ a real
sight 17

014 Uncle Jack Oreen, who was the slave of Doctor Selle
ers in Indianola, gave his story concerning thLe arrival of
the camelss

after 1 come to Jackson County, I was sent te Indian-
els to work on dem wharves unleading ships, thilst I wug
dar and working en de warf, some camelsa in charge of Vex-
ican looking people done come to Indlancla. ‘I don't see
um when tlrey unlead um from de ships. I don!t know whar
they come frum, They wug Jjest that - right that in In-
dianola, walking around de streets when I see'd um, De
men would load & camel &nd Jest turn him 1292e¢ and load
another. Aind then a man would ride a horse und drive
dem camels with packs on dar backs. Yeu ses, I was work-
ing on do wharf} I was a slavga and I doen't have no biz-
ness out dar with dem camels,

The second load of cawels arrivel at Indisnola in 1857;
in 1860 priv:te partles who were also slave traders brought
the third shipment of camels from the Canary Islards. John
Oongales and Joseph Kendez, two of these men who & rrived with

the last shipment of caemels, settled in Indianola and became

87oumet, op. olt., p. 18,
531v14,, p. 24.
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highly respected oltizens of the community.59

The canel was evidently not the docile animal that
the peopls had expected, for Mrs. Seeligson spoke of & drove
of camels stumpeding in the town and doing & great decl of
damage. She stute? that "the inkebitants were infuriated and
scalded them with bolling water and pesltered thex with sticks.”
The camels were finally corralled iﬂ a beer garden outside
the towni}o H

The desart animals were taken to Camp Verds whers the
headquarters of the camel caravan was to 53 mainteined. The
Civil War cace before the camel experiment could be adequately
tested, and thl's transportstlon system receivel its death
blow, Sowme of the animals were sold st aaction and the re-
mainder wandered about in the desert, and after some years
no more tracses of them wore found.61

hs the problem of transportation in the 3outhwest had
been of great concern to Jeffersoa Davis and other officlals,
likewlse, it wi.s of vital concern to the promoters of Indien-
ola. Cenerally speaking, the roads in &ll parts of Texas
were bad eve:a under favorable conditlons. MNost of them re-
verted to impassable quagmires in wet weather. IFrederick

Jlmsted described the road from Vietoria to Lavace as & "mere

5gaeéligson, op. cit., p. 9.
60100, cit.

elmmmlt, op. o1t., p. 125,
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colleotion of straggling %agon ruts, extending for more
than & quarter of a mile in width, from outslde to outside,
it being desirable 1in this part of the country to avold the
road rather ttan to follow it.52 For a period &{n 1868 the
road leading from Levaca to San Antonio was so bad that an
empty stagecoach could not go five miles without getting
bogged.es

Therefors, it behooved the merchants and shippers of
Indlanols to aid in maintaining an all weather road to Vice
toria, the nearest iumportant inland town. Xarly 1ln 1850 the
road from Indiancla to Viotoria was conastructed. It was pro-
bably one of thre finest stretches of road in Texus at that
time., Lieutenant ¥Michler, a government official in making
a report to trLe government 1in 1885 concerning the feasi-
bility of bullding a government warehouse st Indianola,
described this road and compared it with the road from Lava=-
ca to Vietoria as follows;

In regard to the roads leading from Indianola and

Port Lavagca to Viectoria, the preferences must be glven
to the ¢cae frow Indlanola., I rode over them when thLey
were certainly in their worat possible condition. The
whole country had been flooded with rains, and the roads
lately cut up by the large trains which had passed over
them. From Port Lavaca to Viotorla the road for the en-
tire distance was over a& "hog wallow" prairie... The

road from Indianola to Victoria was an sxcellent road
ever & hard sandy soll, runnlng parallel to sand in sight

62 )
Olmated, op. ¢it., p. 257.

53ypert J. Richardson, Texas the Lone Stsr State, (Kew
York: Prentice-iall, Ine., IP43), p. £14.




of the Guadalupe River. With the sxceptlion of the 4if-

ference 1a length, the Indianola roed possesscs advane

tage over that of Port Lavaca as far as regards wood,

water, and the quality of the road,t4

The procressive citizena of Indianola'had long been

interested in setting a rall connection from Iallinola to
the interior. The firat plen for a railrosd frou Indisnolae
(014 Town) was evidence o©f the foresight of Iringe Solus
Braunfels and tlLe German colonists who landed at Csrl's Ha-
ven., The charter for this proposed rallrosd was igsued
May 8, 1846, and the rallroad was te be called the Lavacs,
Guadalupe, and San Saba Railread. This wss the firat rail-’
road charter iaaueQ by the Leglislature of the state of Texss.
Tke Cermans plannnd to construct s road from Indlanola to
their new ssttloment which they could use for their freight
wagona enrouts to present New Braunfels, snd then later to
convert the road inteo a railroad, Vooden rsils were to be
used, and they planned to use horaok for power untll a
steam locomotivq.ceuld be brought from Germany. They were
not &ble to bulld the roaq quoro ﬁhcir departurej however,
the route was selected and Qamoa chosen for the various sta-
tions along the line,' After reaching'their permsnent settle-
ment, they had hopes ghaﬁ the railroé& plan would become &
reality, but ther; was no ¢apital avallable for the project

and the plan was drepped.®

64xews 1tem in the Indianola Bulletin, June 15, 1855,
€5

ROQd. 920 2_1.2_0. Pe 113,
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The 3an Antonio end Mexican Gulf Rallroad was char-
tered in September of 1550 and was to run from Lavaca to
San Antonio with a branch line connecting at Indianola.
The citizens of Indlsanola soon lost faith in this project,
and they had a public meeting to discuss the matter of
chartering their own rallroad. The following account ape-
peared in the Galveston News of August 7, 1E52:

The ocitigensz of Indianola have had a public meet=
ing and passel a series of reaolutions that they have
no confidence in the San Antonlo and Mexican Gulf Rail-
rosd and thet they will proceed to construct a roead
of their own to Victoria and Gonzales and organize a
corporation for thelir purpose. Comnittees were aEgoint-
ed to soliecit subscriptions and secure a charter.
A charter was granted for the Indianola and Victoria
Plank and Turnpike Road Company on Pebruary 7, 1£53, but
the project never materialized., A new charter was obtaine
ed on 3eptember, 1356 for the Powderhorn, Viectorie, and
Gonzales Rallroed Compeny, which was to be bulilt from
Indisnola directly to Victoria, completely by«~passing La-
vaca. It wasg to extend from Victoria to Conzales with
the right to extend to Austinj however, nothing wes ever
done, and ths charter was revoked in 1058,67

In the mesnwhile the San intonie and Mexleen Gulf
Railroad Company had begun construction on the line from

lavaca, but no work on the Indiancla branch had becen done.

681b1d,, eiting news item in the Galveston Norning
News, August 7, 1852, C o

671v14,, p. 115,
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The citizens of Indianola refused to pefmit Lavaca to get

shead of them 1in the matter of a railroad connection, so
on Jeanuary 23, 1583, the Indianola Rallroad was chartered
with Gonzales a8 its immediate objective. The Ledialature‘
granted the chsrter with the provisioﬂ that the Indlanola
Railroad Company connect with the 8an intonio and Kexican
Gulf Railroad Company not wore than five miles from Lavaca
and that Jjoint track be used the reuaininz dlstance to Vig-
toris.68 |

According to Mr. Reed, only the grading for the Ip-
dianola Rallroad for a distsnoe of fifteen miles had been
ocompleted when the Clvil ¥ar stoppsd all rallroad construce
tion., He atates that the Indianola Rallroad was completed
in 1871. The ssame year 1{ was consolidated with tke San
antonio and Yexloesn Culf Railroad,t9

The population of ;ndiapoln was approximately 1500
by 1860.70 7Tue elty anjoyed a stable economy, and the porf
of Indlenola wes looking forward to an even brighter futureg
however, the netion atood on the brink of a great civil War,
Indianols was destined to have her prograsa greatly impeded
by the effects ¢f war And its artermath.

€81o0c. cit,
GgLoco cltn T '. " -

70N°b13. 9_2. E‘_Eo’ P 10,
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CHAPTER III
THE CIVIL ®4R AXD ITS AFTTRIATH

The peo>le of Indianola were southern in their senti-
ments regarding certain institutlons and ideals of the South,
and it was the growing bresch between northern and southern
1dealisms that precipated the Civi) War., In entiebellum days
much of the weslth of the state of Texas was invested in
slaves. PRy 100 the total value of propsrty In slaves was
estimated to be $64,000,000, which was &approximately one~
fourth the totsl of all property assessed; consequently, the
loes involvel over & run~awaey slave was of great concern to
the owner. Information concerning the run-away slave often
~appearel in the local neuapnperé. ¥oreover, tle oOwner was
willing to spe 4 & great deal of money in circulating notices
which would lecad to tho spprehension of ttre .fu:ltive, as
evidencel by tts fdilowidg artiélq carried by the Indianola
Bulletin in’ 1353 '

On or about the 20th my negro boy, Jorn, r&n away.

ie 13 about 535 years old--six feet highe-welghs 170
pounds-~1little grey--has whiskars--gome front teeth
missing-~one of the calves of his legs larger than
the othere-1s very positive in his conversation. He
says he 13 & horse tralner, and used to ride races
when youn,e

I will pay ¢25 to anyone who will lodge him iIn

Jall or bring him to me 1f he 1s cauyht in the coun=-

ty, or {30 &f gaught out of the county. I will pay
&1l jall fees.

liews item in the Indlanola Bulletin, May 10, 1€85.
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With the economy of the state depending to such an
sxtent upon the institution of slavery, 1t is quite under-
standable why the activities of the abolitionists were so
bitterly opposed., As the abolition movement gathered more
foroce, its supporters became more bruzen in their accusations
and demands. The 8outh responded with incressed bitterness.
The American Antl-3lavery Soclety nmet in lew York on June 11,
1855. The Reverend Theodore Parker, a welleknown abolitlon-
ist, was the principal speaker for the meeting. Reverend
Parker climaxed his address with the auggestion that "a cer-
tain day be declared when slavery shall cease to sll members
of this union."® Reverend Parker's speech ¢reated a storm
of disapprova; scuth of the ﬁiaén'nnd.Dixon line, The south-
ern press vooiterﬁualyudon9§nced the meeting and the plat-
form that it had adopted. ‘Tfpldnl of the sentiment which
cume from the press is the following editorisl from the In-

dienocla rulleting

Reverend Theodore Parker - This designing demagogue
was received with much applause, of course, on the oc-
caslon of the Americun Anti-3luvery Soclety's &nniversary
meeting at the Metropolitan Theatre in New York last
week, Fe made one of his blasphemous and traitorous
speeches, which he i3 reported to have closed with a conm-
parison of the Unlon to & vessel which had lost mast,
rudder and all 1its rigging, which drifted on the rocks
and could not be repaired, contending such case it was
wisdom to abandon the wreck and save the orew,

Parker spoke &an hour and a half and wads alx points

5 :
The Indlsnola Bulletin, June £, 1885,




56

as the besis of a "union of 81l parties in the North",
& precious platform, truly!

The ascendancy of sound American principles in acces-
sion to offlce of a purely Amerlesn party, bound to
malntain the conatitulon and defend the Union, may be
safely relled on by those who have their country's in-
terest at heart,to defeat all such treasonous machlna-
tions as tlese,

A3 a result of the incressing threats and demands of
the abolitionlists in the lNorth, the secenalon wovement galned
impetus in Texas and the South. To 8id in the propagation
of the secesaion sentiment, sn organization known as the
Fnigkts of t*e Colden Cirole, which had been ln exlistence in
the South for a number of years, began to funetion in Texas
early in the year 1860, DNew chapters were estadblished in
many Texas towns, and members of the Leglslature and proui=-
nent politiclans wers counted asxong the knights of this or-
der.4 Ceorge A. Bilokley, one of the leaders of tle organi=-
gation, wrote a pamphlet for eciroulation in which he said
that the Fnigzhts of the Golden Circle "constitute a powerful
military organization as & nuoleus around whigh to hang pol=-
iticel considerations which will, if well manared, lead to
the disonthruiiment of th; cotton states from the oppressive

majority of vencfacturing and commeraial interests in the

North.,"S

SLoas elt.
4«harton, op. eit., p. 78.
Broc. eit., citing George A. Bickley,
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The preslidentiel campaign for the year 1300 was be-~
ginning to gather womentum in Texas, and tl.e people were
actively speculating as to the consequence of & Lincoln vie-
tory. John (. Breckinridge and Joseph Lane were running on
the ticket of the Democratic party, while tLe oppositlon
party led by Qovernor Sam Houston gave its support to Joln
Bell and Edward Everett of the Constitution Union party.

In the meantime, there had lLeen sowe agitation from
‘certaln abolitioniate working uﬁder cover in tle state; con-
sequently, a serious wave of insurrections broke ocut in the
northern part of the state and bezsn to spread, croating fear
and hatred auon; the poopi;; 'Suck violence and turmoll had
not been seen in the state since the Hevolution of 1336. The
press was full of storles of orimas conuitted ‘everywhere.

An editorisl appgéring.in cne of the papers atated that "high=-
handed eriminality stelks abrOad-tbrough‘tge land, and bloody
deeds of violence and of vengosance aAre transpriring constantly
to mar the pesce and harmony of soclety. Iuumen life hangs

on the merest thread, Ho wman's 1ife is safe."® The Indian-

ola Bulletin gives an account of incendiarism in that city,

stating that "e vigilance comnittee was formed at Indisnola
after & house had been set on fire. The wan suspected of

starting the flire was put on the first boat salllng for Tew

aﬁharﬁsﬂ, 220 cit.’ p. 77.

[y
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Orleans."”’

The activities of the abolitionists which Prought on
these crimes, aroused the people greatly azainst the danger-
ous doctrines of the Republican party. A4s the time of the
election drew nearer, anti-Lincoln demonstrutions were staged
in various perts of the state. A liberty pole was erected
in Gongales and the Lone 3tar Flag run up to its lread while
Lincoln was burned in efrigy.a A politiecal demonstration in
Indianola prior to the election was distingulished by a number
of interesting placards. Some of them reads "The Time Has
Come"; "States Righta"j "The 2nd of ¥arch"; "Cotton Is King";

"No Room in Abe's Bosom for Us®; "Crooketts and Bowles Not
w9

A1l Desd"; and "21st of April, 1836.
After Lincoln's election to the prosidoﬁéy had been

announced, 3outh Caroclina promptly seceded from the Union,
and the other Southern states were quick to follow her exam-
ple. A convention met in Texas on the 23th of January, 1861,
to debate the question of secession. The ordinance of seccs~
sion was adopted by the convention by a vote of one hundred
sixty~-seven to seven, and the question was aubunitted to the

people on February 23, 1861l. An overwhelming majority en-

7%111lam W. %hite, "The Texas 3lave Insurrection of
1860," Southwestern Eistorical Quarterly, op. cit., LII, p. 150,

aﬁalph W, Steen, "Texas Kewspapers and Lincoln," Southe
western Historlcal Guarterly, op. cit., LI, pp. 199200,

9Iblg_., pe 200, clting Indiancla Courler, kovember 10,

1380,
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dorsed the work of the convention, and Texas went out of
the Union on the day of its twenty-fifth anniversary of the
declsaration of independence from Xexico and on Ceneral Sam
Eouston's sixty-sighth birthday.l

After tle adoption of the ordinance of secession by
the people, the convention passed & decree requiring all of
tre state officials to subserlbe to an oath of support to
the constitution of the Confederacy. Ceneral Sam Houston,
éovernor of tre state, and E. W. Cave, Secretsry of State,
refused to tale such an oath; consequently, thelr offices
were declarsd vacant by the convention. The next work of
the conventlion was to appdint a Committes of Iubliec Safety
for defense purposes. |

¥ith the begzinning or’aotual hostilities in April of
1861, the Coumittee of Publle Safety began to taks action
to rid the state of Foderal‘trOOps’ihioh wore garrisoned
at San Antonleo, Erownsville, along the Rio Grande River, and
the Indian frontler. The Comaittes ordered twenty compan~
les of Texas aocldiers to the ¢oaat . to take action in pre-
venting the withdrawal of Pedersl troops. On &pril 13,
1361, seven conpanies of Federal troops from the lnterior
arrived at Indlanola under the command of Major J. Sibley.
Theae troops camped outside of the town awalting the arri-

val of other Federal troopa. After several days delay,

lo'fa’hﬂl;ten) 22. Olto. Pe &85,
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the troops boarded two small vessels at the Indianola whar!
and procesdad to the mouth of the Eatagords Bay where they

wore to meot the steamer, 3tar of the West; however, this

vessel was not walting at anchor at the mouth of the bay as

had been planned, for unknown to Major Sibley, this steamer,
which was to be used to transport retiring Federal troops to

the north, had been captured by the Confederates., Thus, the
Federal troops under Xajor 3ibley were forced to retire to
Indlanola where they hoped to secure other tranaportation.

With the arrival of Colonel Van Dorn with his Confederate forces
in Katagorda Bay on the stesmer Rush, the Federals were com-

pelled to aurrondar.n

12

They were later paroled and allowed to
leave the state.
The vulnerability of the Matagorda Bay area to at-
tack by Federal forces was realized by the officlals of
Calhoun countyj therefore, the county commissionsers appro=-
priated the amount of fifteen hundred dollars which was
to be used for the defense of the county. The funds were
to be placed in the hands of a military committee, which
had been appointed by the Comnisaioners! Court, and they

weres given the authority over materials to be used in the

11War of the Rebellion Records of the Union and
Confederate irmies (Washington, D. G.: Government Frinting
O0fTice, 1503), Cerles I, Vol. I, pp. B64~-565.

12John I, Brown, History of Texas from 16S5 to 1892
(Saint Louis: Becktold aud Cowpany, 1092), Ps 4C0De
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defense of the area. Later it was realixed that the local
effort to provide for the defense was futile; therefore, the
comnlssioners of the county declared the ammunitions, which
had been purchased and stored, "useless for county defenses,"
and they authorlized that all of 1t be sold to the highest
bidder. At the same time the court

Ordered that the Clerks of the District and County
Courts of this County, be required to move the records
in thelr Offices, to Victoria, for safe-keeping, re-
taining such books and papers as are in dally use; and

that the books and papers retained be kept 1n a state
to be resmoved immidlately on the approach of the enemy.

13

By 1862 the citlzens of Indianola were bezinning to

feel the privations caused by the war, Common luxurles which
the people had enjoyed were no longeb available, and even
those that had been considered necessities were becoming
scarce. According to Mrs. Euroda Moore, author of "Recollec-
tion of Indlanola," the 0ld adage that "necessity is the
mother of invention” was proved many times during the war
years. Her parents found many ways to provide the necessi-
ties of life for their family:

Father bought a side of tanned leather for our shoe
soles; the uppers were made of an 0ld cloak of hisa.
Mother made a pair of pants out of a parlor cover of
wool, and dyed 1t with rind of pomegranates. I made
hats for the boys out of shucks or palmetto, and mother
made them cloth caps for winter wear.,

An 1ron mortar and pestle was used for pounding var-
lous things, such as coarse salt, cloves, mustard, etc.

13y1nites of the Commissioners! Court of Calhoun Coun-
-t_l’ _O_E. CHO’ VOIC B, pO 200
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Qur bread was usually mede of cornmeal, as flour was
8CArce.see During the war we mgie tallow candles, as
there was no oll for tlLe lamps.

Late in 1661 some Confederate soldiers were sent to
Saluris Islaand, situated at Pass Caballo, for the purpose of
building & fort as defense agalnat l'ederal forces, The fort
was bullt with slave labor and was namel Fort Zsreranz¢. The
walls of the fort were twenty feet thick, fifteen feet high,
and the longzest one was two hundred yards in len&th.ls In
the spring of 1LE2 a detachment of men was sent to occupy the
fort for the purpose of guardini the mouth of llatagorda Eay.

A number of the soldiers died when an epidemic of yellow
fever broke out during the hot summer months,

In the spring and summer of 1862 a company of Confed=-
erate soldiers under the coummend of Captaln George were stas
tioned at Indianola. During this time, the town was over-
flowing with soldlers. A number of the men Loa~led with
private fawilles; others brought their famllies with them.
Entertalnments were given for the’'soldiers in the court-house,
Plays oonsiating of tableaux and charades were presented,
and the proceeds were usel for the benefit of asick aoldiors.ls

General Banka, a Union officer, took poasession of

Brownsville in Hovember of 1£63. le then proceeded up the

14Moore, op. cit., p. 102,

1snupert, op. ¢it., p. 4.

16moore,'gg. elt., p. 104.
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coast capturing Corpus Christl and Aransas Pass., Iis next
objeaotive was Fort Esporanzo.17 In the meantiue, Captaln
George's company hed received news that the Federal forces
were threatening the cosst, and he was ordered to Fort Esper-
anzo, For several days the Federal fleet bombarded the fort.
Later they landed a large force of men with orders to surround
the fort. W#ith the threat of‘bsing cut off froa the main-
land, Csaptain 3. T, Breckenridge ordered the Confederate
forces to evacnate the fort, Tha.ordefs'ooncorning their re=-
treat contalin the folloving instructionss

In addition to orders issued from this office today
you will observe the following instructlonss The bridge
over Powderhorn Bayou will be entirely demolisled, and
enjoin all persons ownlng boats now in tre bay to remove
them to some safe place at once... You will edvise the
poor at Indlanola and the families of soldlers to help
themselves to rallroad tles, but they must be cut up as
firewood.,s The wharves must be dismantled so the army

cannot use thems the bridges crossing all bayous in the 18
vicinity of Indlanola will be destroyed before you retire..

Port Esporanzo was evacuated the last of November, 1863.
The forces imdédlately fell back to Indlanola, It 1s believed
that in their haste to retreat, they were unable to execute
all of the detailed instruction of Captain Breckenridge.
The troops proceesded to Lavaca from Indianols, where they

remained for a short period untlil they were ordered to Gal-

vaaton.lg
17 ;
Daniell, ODe 21-20. p. 424.
18

Kinutes of the Commissionera' Court of Calhoun Coun-
_t_x’ op. Oif.g Vole G, pe 1704

‘180050, op. cit., pp. 104-105.
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Soon after the retreat of the Confedsrate forces,
thie Feleral zunboats came up ¥atagorda bBay. Com.ander Ren=
shaw, one of the officers of the Feleral forcs, conferred
with some of the leaders of Indianola and stated that "he
might send a few men on shore to buy provisions and if he
d1d, they ware not to be Iinterferred with or he might fire
on the town."zo Indianola was, however, turned over to the
Federals peaceably by the wayor, ¥r., Cleveland, The Federal
commissionalre men obtainel the supplies that they needed.
There were no Federal troops stationed et Indianola et this
tire. The Feceral gunboats prorseded to the District Con-
federate Headguarters st Lavacs and bombarded the city in
order to destroy the arsenal situated near the town. The
remaining Confederate forces made & last stand &t lorrils
kridge but were cefeated, and Lavaca fell to the iederal-
1sts.21
On Christmas Eve ol 1863, & detachment of Federal

troops was sent to Indlanola to occupy the town while await-
ing the regultd of Banks' invasion of Texas. On March 13,
1864, the troops st Indianola received word of the defeat of

General Panks, and the divisions were ordered to lew Orlears,

20;ap of the Pebellion Records of the "ni~n and Con-
federate Kavice (nwashington, D. G.s Governuent rrinting 9le
fice, 10037, Ceries I, Vol. XIX, p. 765.

21

Aupert, loc, ecit.
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Col. Oran Perry conoerningrhis stay in Indlenola;

The time we spont at Indianola, Texaa, passcd very
pleasantly, a season of perfect rest after a long campalign
in other rarts. Our object in coming to Indlanola was
to march across the country to Tyler, Texas, where we were
to meet OGrneral Banks'! army which was to invsde Texas via
Red River, but Banks was defeated Ly COeneral Dick Taylor
at ¥ansfield, Louisiana, e&nd our division was reczlled
from Indlanols back to New Orleans. I performed my duty
with nevor a hard feeling for the Scuth and with great
sorrow for the loss of life and prggerty of the brave
people of the South whom I fought,

Several writeras have contended that a battle was fought
in the streets of Indianola while the Federal forces were there.
i1es Xoore tella of an inocident that way have given rise to
'suoh an error saying; "¥hile the Yankees were at Indlanola
‘some youths rode up west of town. A regiment with cannon went
out on the prairie to meet them and fired a number of shells,
but I don't think anyone was injured... The boys soon took
their departur@."es

On April 23, 1864, the following statement eppeared
" in the minutes of the Commissioners! Gourt:

4t an election begun and held on the 1lth ¢ay of April,

A, D¢ 1834, in accordance with the order of the Chlief
Justice of Calhoun County, to fill the vacancles {word
miseing) by the acts of the following, who took the oath
of alleglance to the United 3tates of Americae during the
occupancy of Indianola by the public enemy: James Xolan,
Sheriffs Ceorge W. Woodnman, District Clerk; B, B, Cleve~
land, County Clerk. The following peorsons wers slected
to the offices, attached to their names, and gave bond

and took tl.e oath prescribod by lawy James I. Duncan,
Sheriff; J+ K. HoCrearey, Distrlict Clerk; J. W, Burie,

gzﬂoore, ope cit., p. 105, ¢iting letter of Colonel
Oran FPerry.

£300re, op. oit., p. 107,
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County Clerk.24
This electior was held at Lavacsa, "no polls havin- been
opened in Presinats Nos, 2, 3 and 4 of said County."2® From
the tine of this election until after the war had ended, La-
vaca was agaln the county seat of Calhoun County.26 In Sep-
tember of 1384 the county seat was removed to Indianola.

Federal troops landed st Indianola several times after
Colonel Perry's withdrawal; however, they came only for proe-
visions of to search for a Confederate whom they suspected
to bs in the srea, irs, Rupert gives an account of a Feileral
officer cominz to the home whers & young lady lay 111, He
asked, "there is the man of the housei"™ [Ier quick retort
wag;:"ﬁore he i1s. e just got 4in last night," ¥ith this she
tuzgéd*back the cover to show her infant son, The officer
10{&, lesviy the hustamd of the young lady safely hidden 1n
27

Very erortly efter Lee's surrender at Appomattox, a

.',
]

’fiflargo division of Federal troups were dlispatched to the coast
* of Texas to occupy the towns along the coast, According to

¥iss Yoore, the flrst Federal troops to occupy Indiancla

seemed to be engry for having been sent South, Rome were

24V1nn*~s of tte Cormigsioners! Court or ¢alhoun Coun-
ty, op. cit., Vol, . B, p. 40,

25

25Loc. clt,.

Los. cit.

27Rupert, 22. Oito’ Pe '6.
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said to be quite reckless in their conduct, & goupany of
Hegro soldlerg were stationed near the town for soue tine,
causing the citizens ruch alarm. The white officers kept
trew from getting coupletely ocut of hand,22
(?he economy of Indlanola had been complstely shatter-
ed by the war, Its wharves, bridgea; snd other property
were in diarepzir. The scaréity of moneyjﬁaa apralliing,
and the prices of comuiodities were out of re&sci. To meake
matters worse & dlsestrous firo broke out lu the town in
January of 13¢7, 4 line was formed by wewbers of the "Buoe
ket Erigade! snd buckets of water were passsd frouw one to
thg other and thrown on the fire. Before the fire was ocheck-
od, fourteen btullilngs had been dostroyed.gg
Lawleasness was rempant over the country 1ln the late
1860's. The Taylor-Sutton feud starteld during thig era
over an incident of cattle rdstling in De¥itt County. It
apread from tosn to town and from county to county throughe
out West Texas,| Though the nelzghboring towns were terror-
ized from tine to tiwe by members of the Taylor-3utton cone
flicts, Indiausla was able to keep her reputation of belng
& 1aw-abldin5'town. ¥r. Adalir spoke of thelr activity in

Indianola as followsy

28,
295

001;0’ ;22.. S_’_-}_o, jo 1 111,
eeligson, op. ¢it., Dp. 35.

v
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But the feudist knew that it would not be good form
for them to make Indlanola the scene of thelr conflicts.
The eitizsns hed warned them to come to towa in peace
or not &t 8lls Once the Sutton faction got nolisy in
one of thg saloons, MYeyor John Darlow ani the four
Aldermen, armed with shotguns, inveded the saloon and
informed tlis gang thet they were under &rrest. The
Kayor thon marched them to the City Hall and fined
then for J2isturblng the peace and confiscated thoir
guns, After that, the conduct of both factlonas when
they cume to Indianols was exomplary.“o

(}he perfect crime record of Indienola waa spolled
by the killin, ¢f Clinton Sutton, the leader of tlLo Sutton
faction, Xe ked come to Indianola to board a stesmer, but
Lhe was shot a8 he ascenlded the gang plank. The dcath of
clinton 3utton in Indiasnola was the sulminetlion of the
feud:Pl

" The eg210mic recovery of Indianola was accoxplished
in & relatively short time, The following excerpt from the

Indisnola Tirm~a describes the business recovery of Indianola

after the wars

While msay of our asister citises are complaining of
the dullness of trade, Indlenola still continues to
show sbout as much sotivity as any tine since the war...
Besldles the bullding within the city limits, quite a
nunmber of houses are belny erectod on the other side
of the bayoun {Powderhorn)... They will probebly form
a nucleus for an extenaion of tle oity in thst Jdirecw
tion, We mre told that greater commerclal facilities
will be provided above the mouth of the bayouss. Yo

. look ros our population to be doubled in lees then 12
months.

30idafr, los. git.

31, L, vouglas, Texas Peuds (Dallas, Texass The Tur=-
ner Company, 1536), p. 95,

S2rews item in the Indiuncla Tlmes, April £1, 186G,
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(?y 1371 Indlanola and Lavaca wera the principal sea=-

porta west of Galveston, and the liorgan Line was advertising
that "new iron, low pressure steamers, coastructed expressly
for this trade would leuve New Urleans for Indisaola three
and four tiies a week in winter, and twice weekly in summer," >
Dally trains were rumning to and frow interi:r towns. The
census enumeration for the year of 1870 revealed & population
of 2,129 for Indlanola.”® Business was boowming, «nd new in-
dustries were Leirg eatablished. A turtle cum.ing factory
was established by a Mr. Harrison., Large sea turtles weigh-
ing es much a8 three or four Lundred pounds were caught 1in
the bay by means of huge nets and brought to the cannery for
processing. &180'oyséern and voget#bles wore cannei in sea-

sonb Mr. Francis Stabler operated & meut packin; plant.

The followln;: notice aprpesred in the Texas Almanasc for the

yoar 1869 concerning this new industry:

The weats put up by ¥r. Francis Stabler sre gaining
& wide notoriety, snd must eventusally corme into general
use by the¢ navies and coumercial warines of tre Lnited
States. There 1s no excuse for vessels takiny lon: voy=-
ages not Laving fresh meut every dsy for the crews, and
thus eliminating the diseases engendered by a constant
use of salt provisions. ¥e ere informed by lr. Stabler
that they put up the mest with the senimsal heat in it,
beiny: from e8ix to seven hours from the tiue trhe animal
is alive until it 1s soldered up in the cans finlshed,
thus enabling him to be independent of the thermometer;
and, as an evidence of this, he has been packing here

33The Texas Almsnac for 187),(3alveston, Texass Gal-

veston, Richardson and compeay, 1669), Pe 98

S4rnumerat 1on of the Census of Indiensla for the Year
1870, Original in tie KNatlonal archlves, #ashington, L. C.
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since the 1Cth of April, and it is hils expactation to
remain during the summer, packing without regsard to the
weather. Yessrs, Havogs Tunstall and Company are the
sgents in Yew Orleans.

(é?wo harness and saddle factoriea were located at Indianola
after the wars A candy faotory known as the Rundel and Nolda
Confectionery was operating in Indlancla by 1870, Besldes
candico they ranufactured all kinds of soft drinks., Janes

fHatch sald that they miade the cholcest candles ever placed

” .
on the Texsasa markot.“s With the numerous buainess activie-

ties located in Indianola, there was little excuse for unem-
ployment, That Indlanola was & prosperous, growing city with
& bright fut.ure 1s avidoncod‘by the following statement;

Indlannls was once Texas's Dream City. There was a
time when it promised fair to becowe the worll's greatest
cattle port..., Its Main Street and Bay Stroet were
Jammed with carts...and horees...rolling, square-rigged
merchant brigs, rakleh schooners, their salls stretching
from stem to stern like the wings of glant birds, and dark
pirate~losking sloops made the wharfs, Souetines a side-
wheeler, nuffing end panting, tled up to talis on a cargo
of cattle, Cowboys from along the Ceclorade, Guadalupe,
and Nuecez, and the San Antonio brought 9 thelr herds
snd enjoyed thLe pleasures of a gay oity:§ )

35rhe ‘Texas Almanac for 1869, on. cit. p. 171, oiting
Indianola Bulletin,

36}1&\:6}:. OD. g_z-__t_.' Pe 45,

37

Ripley, op. eit., pp. 167-168.



CHAPTER IV
LIFE IN INDIANOLA

Life in eny town has many facets, and no matter how
important the economic and political 1life of a town may be,
one can not see the complete plcture until he has looked
into the religious, soclal, end cultural activities of the
town.

Since relizion plays such a vital part in the 1ife of
man, 1t was only natural that the first social institution
to Lave its beginaing in Indianocla was the churchs The first
religious service was Leld at 014 Towﬁ (Indien Point) in a
warshoiuge belonging to a lr. Elder., Reverend Ohr, & Baptist
minlater, and James Howerton, Sr., & Baptist layman, organ-
ized the first Sundey School. Mr. liowerton was made superin-
tendent and hils daughter-in-law aécorhpaniod the singing with
& violin. The firet church to pe bullt was that belonging
to the BAptistn.l Though the Baptists laid the ground work
for religion in Indianola, there seems to be no record of
the activities of tho.Baptist church in the later history
of Indienola, other thax the faect that the Baptist church
remainei in 01d Town whereas the other churches moved with
a majority of thelr membership to the wein part of Indianola,

The ZreslLyterian church was organized Ly Neverend

Danlel Eaker, who came to Indianola (014 Town) from Kentucky

J‘Seelié;son, 220 Eé_t_'i .p. 4.
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in June of 1847 as & missionary for the Presbyterian church.?

Mra, Franklin Beaumont in a letter written to her husband
in 1848 tells of the beginning of the Presbyterian and Meth-
odist churches in 014 Town (Indian Point):

I went to Indian Point last week to attend a Protracte-
ed Meoeting end 414 not get back until Monday eveninge....
We hed a very interesting Keeting. Quite a revival for
such & place, indeed it seemed a3 4f there was an out-
pouring of God's Holy Spirit, and his blessing was upon
us, There was a great deal of seriousness and solemnity
throughout the whole of the Mesting. Some five or six
professed conversion and were made to re jolice in the
Savior and many were awakened and seesking the way, and
some backsliders wers striving to return again to the
Ark..s.. The leseting continued until Monday morning and
the people were 8o loath to break up but Mr. Baker made
an engagement to be here (Lavaca) at a Temperence Meet~-
ing on Honday night and c¢ould not stay with them any
longer, The young converts urited and had a Prayer
Yeoting thet night and intended to have another in the
course of the week. S0 the good work is atill going
on. kost of them united with the Presbyterisn Church
and sowe with the Methodists. There are members enough
in both churches to organize separately, uand Lr. Cocke
intends going down next Saturday and Sunday to organ-
ize & Presbyterian Chureh, and Mr. Johnson, tle Hetho-
dist ¥inister here (Lavaca), intends organising one
there very soon, ¥r. Johnson is esteemed very highly
here &8 & good man but not much of & Preacher, but at
exhortation snd Prayer he 1s excellent, Reverend Ba-
ker established a Sunday School at Indien Point and
furnished them with & Library and set thgm with 44
children's names enrolled on thelr list,.

Reverend Holoinger, & lLutheran minister, came from

Lavaca to Indian Point to hold services &s esrly as 1854,

2¥1111am S, Red, A liistory of the Presbyterian Church
in Texas (Austin, Texas: The Steck Company, 1936), p. 55.

Stetter of krs. Franklin Beaumont to her husband, July
20, 1848, original copy in possession of Miss Julla Beaumont
HEensley, Fort dorth, Texas,
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His congregation consisted of German people, nmost of whom
were of the Lutheran faith.? fThere 1s no record of & Luth-
eran church in Indianola proper; it 1s possible that the Ger-
man people from Indlanola proper came to 014 Town to worship
when Lutheran servicea were held there.

The ?resbyteriun and Methodist churches were moved to
Indiapola proper when the people began to leuve Indian Point.
Acoording to Xrs. Seeligson, the Presbyterian church was the
leading church in Indianola. It had the largest membership
snd seems to have been the most active of all the churches
thero.s The Episcopal church was organized in Indlancla
sometime in the 1850's. Later & handsomo struoture was bullt.
Rfeverend Jope gcerved as the rector of the Zplscopal church
in later years. Ailthough the Ipiscopal congregation was spall,
nany of the prouinent citirens of the town were menbers.s
4 very attraotive little Catholis church, called Saint Jo-
seph's Church, was bullt in Indianola in 18685. Father J. 0.
Eppinger was i{ts first priest.v By 1370 Indianola was an
important Catkollc coumunity with an iuwposing church and con-

vent. Reverend Father Ferra, a Frenoch priest who caume to

‘Soeligson, loe. cit,

SMrn. Lella Seeligson, Yemoirs of Indlenola (Cuero,
Texas, unpublished).

6retter of Thomas M. Golston to Kra. lella Seeligson,
Maroh 22, 1932, original 1n the possosalon of ¥rs, T ¢ora
Crosby, Puero, Texaa.- .

7Letter of ¥r. C. D. Hogan to Nrs. Lelia Seoligson,
April 27, 1922, originsl in possession of Mrs, Theora Crosby,
Cuero. Texas,.
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Indlanola as rector of Saint Joseph's church in 1869, was
very popular @rong the people of Indianola and helpel to
oreate s feellin:; of tolersnce between the Catholics and Pro-

testants of Indiwola.® The Indianole flesklw Fulletin car-

rised the following notices concerning the church services in
Indiancola in an 1E71 issue:

Catholict Rev. ¥r. Glenn, Sunday morning Yass 8300
ard 10300, Vespers 4300,

Episcopals Rev. Robert Jope, Service Sundays forsnoon
and every Wednesday P. M., Sabbath School every Sabbath
forenoon. Exercises in muslo followlin; Wednesday services.

Presbyteriant Rev, William Hall, Services every Sab-
bath at 11:00 and 7130 P.¥, S8abbath School at 9 A.Y,

Fethodlsts Rev. l. G, liorton, Service every 2nd and
4th 3ebbath in the month et 11:00 and 7:30 P.¥, Sab-
bath Scrool at 9300. - '

The churches of Indlanola not only fulfilled the re=-
ligious neels of the people but also providel numerous social
activities, ror the ohildren, trere were Sunday school par=-
ties sponsorel by the churches, During the Christmas season
the children always looked forward esgerly to the community
Christmas program held &t the Presbyterian church, for follow-
ing the drauatizaetion of the Christmas story the program

was ¢limaxel with a mocial affair at the Christmas tree.

Concerning the Christmas trees, Kiss Noore recalled that

84enry C, French, "Reverend Joseph Ferra,” Indianola
Scrap Bosk (Victoria, Texss: The Victoria Advocate, 1638),
P. 36, .

9

Kews item in the Indianola Weekly Eulletln, April 3,
1871.
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“"often a welleghaped China berry tree answered the purpose

for a Chriastmss troo.'lo

The Epliscopal church frequently
held bsazaars and other socisl affairs for the purpose of
raiging money for the church. Hrs. Seeligson tells of & oone
cert that the members of the Presbyterlian church planned to
have presentei in their church for the purpose of ralsing
money for chureh benefit; rowever, their minister objected
to money being raised in this way; Mayor ¥, 3, Stockdale
beard about the dissppointment br the Perrofmerc end an~
nounced that "I'll see that wmy church accepts the monéy;“
The Presbyterians went on with the show and tle neoxt day
turned over twenty dollera to the Eplsoopal church.ll

There are no records avallable concerning the begin-
ning of education in Indisnole; however, from all indicetions
the little one room school made its eppesrance about the
same time the firat church was orgsanized. ' Before the Civil
fer a ¥iss Snith taught school in a little red school near

12 There was & German school teught by

the center of town.
¥r, August Windberg in the days before the Civil War.13
During the war years, a Fr. Cleveland taught school in an
0ld warshouga, The usual tuition charged was {2,50 a month

for a single pupril, but if two or more from the same family

1000pe, ope cit., ps 120.
Ngee11gs0n, Memoirs, op. eit.
1zseellgson, Yemolrs, op. eit.

15&32. cit. . y .
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attended, the price was only {2.00 each. After the Civil
%ar, 8 drs, 7illis arrived from Kew Orleans snd began a se-
lect school for girls.14 During the late 1360!'s a Catholis
scademy for bLoys was organlzed, The school was conduected by
& local priest, The nuns oconducted school for children of
the primary aje at the convent.ls
The Lezislature of the state of Texas passed an act
to incorporate the Casino Soclety of Indiancla on April 13,
1371. The soclety was organized "for the promotion of educa-
tion and sciensce, 85 well as social intercourse and amﬁse-

mant..."16 Ia September following the organization of the
Casino Soclety of Indlanola, tre Indianola Bulletin carried

this article concerning the opening of the new Caslno schools

The Caslno 3chool will be opened on the 4th of Septem~
ber under tl.e charge of thres competent and well educated
teachers., XNr. F., Charge will take charge of the Gerinan
department in the higher classes. Dr. F, Klein, & grad-
uate of the University of Berlin and foruerly at a Semi-
nary in Virginie, will teach language and English branches.
¥r. L., Pelu; has been engaged for the pricary departuents.

besides the German and English langueges, reading,
writing, history, geography, arithmetio, mathematics,
natural history, and the natural sclences in thelir vari-
ous branches; also einging, drawing, and gymnastlos are
embodled &s objects of education.

Pupils will be received only by the month, but it would
be most desirable and profitable for them to remain dur-
ing the eatire school term, as the course of instruction

14&00?9, op. ¢it., p. 101,

lssealigson. loc. cit.

1619ws of Texas, op. ¢it., Vol., VI, pp. 1281-1282,
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is arranged for that length of tilme.
Prlivate lessons for adults, as well as c¢hildren, in
Latin, French, and §9aniah wlll be given at the school
with extra charges.
¥r. Thomas ¥, Colston arrived in Indisnola in Decem-
ber of 1372 tc beocous a member of the faculty of thre Casino
school. Ie had beecn invited to come by D. C. Prootor, T. J.
Pool, and llenry Sheppards, members of the Casino Soclety,
upon the recormendation of Dean Venagle of the University of
Virginia. He gave the following statement concerning his
teaching experience in Indianolas
As to tre achool methods &and mansgement of those days,
I can only answer for my own. They were eriminally ocrude
and eruel, I waa only twenty-two years o0ld, I was withe
out background of experilence and teacher training, and
viewel fron my present standpoint, I was a dprlver rather
than a leader. Strange to say, those dear, patient peo~
ple tolerated me until the good Lord relieved them with
a cyclons. In those days all Texas schools were sup-
ported by privete subscriptions, Ey'pupilslallmited to
forty, pald me five dollars each per month.
There were two fraternal orders in Indianola which
made their contributions to the social 1life of the town.
The Indienola Lodge of Free and iLccepted Anclient York Xasons
was organized on May 11, 1850, and was granted a charter in
1852, and a Masonlo Hall was bullt some years after the order
was established, The Indianola Lodge worked under dispen-

sation from the Grend Lodge of theiStato of Texas until the

175ews item in the Indianola Weekly Bulletin, Septem-
ber 19, 1871. »

»

1
8001aton, loc. oit.




78
time that the charter was grantel in 185‘3.m The fraternal
order of the Cood Sawmaritans and Daughters of Camsaria had
been organize? b 1555.20 Theré i3 evldence that this socle
ety was of grsat banefit to the community. Annually they
spongorel a patriotic celebration on the 4th of July. The

following notice appeared in the Indianola Pulletin concern-~

ipg the 4th of July'celebration for the year 1785%:

The Lodgre of tte Good Samaritans and Dauhters of
Sesmaria have resolved: to celebrate the coming snniver-
sary of our Independence... They have elected !r, Henry
Flelding Jones 2s the reader of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence &nd ths humble individusl whosze name flies at
the masthesad of the Bulletin, has been appointed as Or-
ator of ths day. (¥r, A narschalk, Sr.§ The order of
the day will bg; a procession will be forwmed at the Hall
¢f the Good Samgpitans and Daughters of Samnaria, which
will proceed immediately to the church, (Presbrterian)
after the ¢eremonies, the procession will return to the
Hall and be dismissed. Azgall will be glven &t the Cas~
imer Iall in the evening.

The Frliends of Temperance Soclety was organized in
Indianola in spril of 1871. The Reverend J. Younghas gave
a serles of temperance lectures at the Presbyterien church,
hcoording to the Indianola Bulletin, "one hundrei ten nsues
wores added to the roll of the 'cold water' army; and council
139 of the !'?riends of Temperance', embracing many of our

ne2

prominent citigzens, was organized. Shortly after the or-

19 etter of Leo Hart, Orand Secretary of the Grand lodge
of Texas to Thomas Anderson, June 22, 1951, ‘

20xows item in the Indlanola Bulletin, June 22, 1855.
a;ggg. cit,

22y0ws ifem in the Indlanola Bulletin, April 13, 1871.
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ganizatlion of the adult temperance society, the Bulletin
stated that "The 'Band of Hope! temperance organization was
formed smong the young people by Mr, Young and 39 nares of
our little friends were signed to the pledge not to swesr,
use tobacco, or drink liguor,”®d

The cultural 1ife in Indlanola was probably more ade
vanced than any other Texas town of comparalle size, There
were & number of organitations that contributed to the cule
tural 1ife of the town. The Indianola City Drass Band was
organized December 10, 1865, with the following charter mem-
bers: C. I, French, Louls budde, Frei lHolzheuser, Louls Busgh,
John Freund, louis Bernard, li, Nitsche, S. Evers, A. Xylius,
Anton bauer, ¢ C. ¥olk., There were tlhiree other members
who joined the band after its organization, The band was or=-
ganizel, according to its by-lawa, 'for the purpose of our
own entertalnment; for the purpose of contributing our best,
through perforuance, to the social 1life of our fellow citi~
gens; and for the purpose of dolng our beast, 80 fer as it is
in our power to do thirough musie, iIn the interest of general
culture."2%4 The bena played for various occasions such as
wedd ings, dances, parades, and otler public events, One of
the most popular socisl and cultural organizaetions was a glee

club under the direction of Mrs, Cassie MNoClannahan. This

231b14,

24, v, French, Indlanola Scra Book (Victoria, Texsast
The Victoria Livoocate, 1836), p. E7, citIn; By-Lews of the
Indienola Rrass Band.

-
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organization was composed of young peonle who met weekly
for practice. The glee club gave publie performances from
time to time, rendering a program of clasglos)l nuslc with a
limited number of semie-classical and popular numbers.z5
There was & very popular gentlemen's quartette compoaed of
%1lliam Garliek, Thomas costbn, Louis Pelne, &nd aAugust Wag-
ner with ¥rs, ¥eClannahan ag accompanist, This orgsnization
wes also much in demand for puﬁlio performances.ze

Soclel meetings éf the membere of the Casino HSoclety
were held every Wednegday'and Saturday eveninz, 7Tre Casino
was avallable for publie use wﬁon not being used by the so-
clety. Musioceals and performances were often put on at the
Casino by locgl talent.. ¥r, Frederick Geopfert, one of the
music teachers in Indianola, fr§quently was in oharge of ama-
teur concerts, which were presented to the public st the Ca=-
sino.27 Theatrical performances were also given, Several
times a yeur traveling troups came to Indlanola and pre-
gented their performances at the Casino. Mr. Colston re-
called the troupe of John Templeton coming to Indianols sev-
eral times,?d Frequently local talent would present plays,

generally to ralse money for some organization. The Indian-

25Coléton, loc. eclt.
26100, elt,

27&33. eit.
28100. eit.

Someare—.
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ola Rulletin gives the following notice ol such & perform-

ance}

At this place of amusement tonighkt there will be a
musiocal and dramatic entertainment for the benefit of the
fire comjsny and the Casino jointly. The "Toodles" amd
the lsug! e¢ble farce of "The Two Buzzards,” together with
musical entertainment make up a bill of unusual attraction
which we trust will be sufficient to draw & full house....<®

The Thesplans was a dramatic clup,vhioh met regularly to re-
hearse varlous performunces. This group presented plays, both
comedles and Oramas of & more serious type, seversal tirss e
year at thre Casino.so

Lovers of classical music frequently met in various

homes where t ey entertsainel themselves by esch contributing

his musical talent. kany of the people of this particular

group had resceived thelir musical education in Germeny or other
European countries, This .type of entertainment usually oon-
sisted of vocel selectlons siven as solos snd in groups and
instrumental perfermances featuring musical selections from

the plano and the violin, The studio of lir. Ceipfert was a
populsr meetins place for the muslsal talent o. the town,

Le frequently entertained his gueats by glvin’G performances

on the grand piano and hsrp, which he had brought from Germnny.31

There were three hser gardens in Indimolsa ownel by

29Neﬁs item in the Indisnola Yeekly Eulletin, June 5,

1872,
0
Colston, loc. cit,

311 00. elt.
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German people, They were replicas of those found in the
0ld country. Tables were located among trees and flowers
in a beautiful garlen. Here the Cerman people and some Anglo-
Azericans met for social intercourse. i8 the Gerzans are a
musical people, tlhey frequently would forwm impromptu singing
groups renderir: popular songs in both German and English,?

C§;°r° wi3 & variety of entertaimuent for the young
people of the town in addition to socials aponsored by the
churches and functions of civic orgeniszations. Lalls under
the guldance 0! tle danc¢ing teacher were held frequently in
the court roow of the court-house. Kiss Moore says: "some
fancy dances such as the polxa, schottische, wazourka
and waltz were engsged in, wmostly by the dancing ruplls, but
nearly everyone could participate in cotlilllions and reola:)as

A number of salling vessels such us Belle of the ray, Fddie

Huck, and Frsulin, were used to take the young psople out on

sea excursions. For such an event, the indianola Brass Band

was frequeatly engaged to provide muasic for dancing. Accord-

ing to Mrs. 3eslizson, these vessels would go far out into

the Gulf, anl "the younz psople would Gance until the wee houra.“s4

boating snd swlnming were exceedingly populsar anusements

3ZSta'temont of Frank Z. Bauer to Thomaes ¥, Andersm,
July 16, 1951, Port Lavaca, Texas,

330are, op. oit., p. 121.

54sooligson, op. cit., p. ©.
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for the people of Indianola. DPowderhorn Bayou wee the
favored place for boating, but the beach was tle swimming
place for tle town, Indisnola was a very propsr plesce in
those mid-Vistorian days; hence, ¥rs. Seeligson sald, "Of
course, we wont bathing in the salt water often, but al-
ways boys end girls went from separate bath housee and
in separate pleces,"Sd

(gaaeball was & favorite szrort in Indienols. The
Indianola baaseball cluv would occesionally mcet teanms
from the nelg*boring towns of Lavaca, Vietoria, and Cuero,
Large orowds were attractel to the baseball psrk wren the
Indianola teax» played one of the other teams at home)ss

Card partics were populer in Indienola. s chess

celub was formed there in 1271 anad the Indisnola Hulletin

said concernin: the games "It 1s s very plessant end
captivating gamé, considered by meny &s favorable to men-
tal training, and cerries with it none of the dissipating
vices attendlﬁg some other amusements."S’

Yes, Indienola was lively e&nd gay in those vears,
It was prosperous snd happy end friendly, Winﬁiq end
Corrle &llen glve this vivid description of the little

seaport at its helght:‘

35,
36

37
27, 1871.

eeligson, Memoirs, Loc. cit.

BHUéP’ 1loc. cit,

Kews 1ten in the Indlenola Weekly kulletin, X¥arch




ézndianola was a goclal center... The town was gay
with the maeny d4ifferent kinds of people who passed
throuzsh. "orstlimes there were travelers froa Nexico,
from Germany, from 3pain. Dashing U. 8, soldlers who
were someotimes stationed in town gave it & soert wmil-
itary air, Cowboys who had driven herds of cattle in
to be shiypel macde the atreets lively while tiey were
there. The town became a seaside resort, somewhat as
Calveston 12 now, and people from all over the state
cume there to enjoy the cool sea breeze. Gathering
places alnng the beach were crowdel with gay young
men &nd with pretty girls dresseld in long, spreading
skirts., Vi.en & shlp in the harbor rulsed anchor and
headed tor other ports, the young people of the town
would Loar3 the vessel, and a string vand would be
hired.. They would dance all night while the ship
salled steadlly toward the Gulf of dexico. In the
worning they would go home in small boats, knowing
that soon they would be reste) and ready ror another
such bit of run.%57

1

S3§innle Allen and Corrle Allen, Ploneering in

Texss, (Dallas, “exaas The Southern Publishing Couwpany,
i9355, po 21?.
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CHAPTER V
ThHE LAST DAYS OF INDIaANOLA

Unfortuaately, the future for Indianola waes not
what the peovple had anticipsated. Lurricane winds and a
tidal wave seslel the doom of the little city that was
fast becowin; tlie most lmportunt port and dlstribution
center oﬁ the Texus coast,"

in ord;r to foster a'btherlunderst&nding of the
calamity, it would Le well to discuss the nature of the
catastrophe tlLat sealei £hé'r£te of Indianole. - kr. I. R.
Tannel:111 of tre Ue S. Weather Buresu describes a well
developed hurricane'ss belng "8 vast whirlwind of extra-

ordinary violence."l

it isa techn%cally described us be-
ing @ cyclonic¢ storm of thevtfopfos. |

%hen a hurricens approsches a given locality, the
vinds incresse gradually. In the extreme outer ecdges of
the hurrlicane the windas are merely moderate breezes,
though characteristlonlly gusty and fitful. %he velo-
city of the winds increases as the hurricene moves in.
Records of the Weather Bureau indlieate that the strongest
winds often reach and for & short period maintain velo~
clties of ssventy-five to one hundred miles per hour with

gusts ol graester velicities.2

1. 2. Tennehill, The Hurricsne, Kiscellaneous Pube-
lication of the United States weather Buresu (Washington,
De Ces Governuent Zrinting Office, 1839), p. 1l.

2Loc.‘cit.
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In the confer of the hurricane is an arca known as the
"eye of the storm” which 1s charscterized by alicst a per-
fect calm, In this central srea the sky sometirss clears
80 that the sun 1s visible by day and the sturs by night.
¥hen the calm center of the storm moves past a place, the
oalm 18 follrwed by winds of as violent naturs as the pre-
oceding wimis, This calm center glves rise to the coumon
belief thet ths "stormm care back,” whereas it was only the
oproslte side of the whirl,S

Oce of tre first definite signs Iindicating the ap-
proach ¢f a hurricene 1s the sea swell., OJenurally 1t first
appe&ars at sos &s & long, unbroken wave, with the tiwe
1imit between crests considepaﬁly longer tian it ias in
waves of ordinary occurrence. As the btorrh ayproeches the
mainland, the seas become heavier and rouzher and the
tide rises above its normel heights., Another in2ication
is the appearsnce of high fesathery clouds, which often
seem to conver:ge on some .point on the horigzon. At sun~
set and sunrise the clouds on the outer‘border of the Lure
ricane are highly colored; hence & brilliant red sky is
one of the wmost apparent indications of an approaching

hurricam .4
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A number of fstalitles in hurriocene winds heve been
caused by flying debris and wreckel bulldings, yet more
than three fourths of all the loss of human lives has been
caused by the storm wave.d Usually the rise of the sea 1a
gredual as the center of the storm approaches, but occasion-
ally it com 08 very rapidly., The condition of water rising
swiftly alonz with a hurricene is commonly referred to as

a "tidal wave,"
Mr. Tannehill gives the follgwing description con-
eerning the development of the tidel wave;

The true storm wave 1s not developed unless the
slopes of the ooean bed and the contour of the coast
line are favorable, Like the gravitational tide, it
reaches itas greatest Leight in certain situations,

If there is & bay to-the right of the point where the
cyclone ocenter moves inland, the waters are driven
into the bey. ¥%ith & gently sloping bed, the water
1s piled up by resistance eand becomes & grest wave or
series of waves which move forward and to the left,
the principle 1gundation usually taking plece on the
left bay shore. ' ;

<2§n HWednesday, the 18th of 3Jeptember 1375, there was

much excitement in the city of Indianola. District court
wag belng held for the trial of Williem Taylor, chargel with
the killing of Gabriel 3laughter on board & Morgen steam-
ship lying off the dock st Indlanola, and Joe Blackburn,

chargel with stage robbery and first degree murder. Several

51. R. Tsnnehlll, Hurricanes Thelr Nature &nd History
(Princeton, Hew Jersey: Princeton University rress, 1933),
P. 53.

6loc. cit,
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people from out of town hed corme to Indisnola for the court
segaion. The court room wes packed with people, for the
coming trisl of & member of the Taylor fasction had created
considerable interest in Indienola and the nelghboring
communities.’ The people secemed unconcerned over the fact
that heavy banks of oclouds had been gathering over the
horizon for several days with rain falling intermittently.
On Wednesday morning it hsad been notliced by sonme trat the
bay was repidly filling with water, but there was little
alarm asince this condition was the usual occurrence at
thia particular period of the autumnal egquinox. Tre wind,
blowing in a northeasterly direction, eteadily increased dur-
ing the day until it had reachel gale proportions, ZLate in
the evening the brilliant colored sky in the northeast was
edmired by many of the people, but they noticed with some
concern that the water in the bay had inercased to a higher
point than ever hed been known. The vlﬁd oontinuel to
blow a gale, but it was expectel to decrease in violence
a8 the sun went down. The people of the town aslept un-
disturted with little concern for the ominous sizhts that
had been indicative of what was to come, As the town slum-
bered the northeasterly wind increased gradua11y§> Daylight

Thuredey mornin; revealel the eastern part of the town

73, ®. Latch, "Jestructive Storm at Indianola,"”
Frontler Times, October, 1925,
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covered with water, and the water threatening the lLain
streot of the town., The wind was gtill bl win; st gale
force., -

By Thursday mornin; the people had becoms fully
aware of tle dunger that faced them. All morning evary
available boat was engeged in moving people from the low-.
er part of town, which was already submerged, to the up=-
per part of Yain Strest.) People were pouring into Indlan-
ols from the area sacroas Fowderhorn Bayou. Soms walted
until it was too late and wers lost in the attempt to get
scross the bayou to higher ground. ¥rs, Florence Blardore
tells of tle traglc experlence that befell her fanlly while
attempting to get across Steven's Eayous

¥y parents wevre living across Steven's Bayou from

Indianola, When the storm began blowing up, papa got
a skiff to take the family to safety. liotler and father,
my two brothers, Aunt Lizzie, and two neighbora started
gcross tle bayou.in the askiff. The wind ine-easei in

X gtrength all of a sudden and the resultins waves caused
the boat to capsize, Psapa caught the two boys and
started swiuming to the shore, but Le loat bLoth of the
boys, Tre Jordans were swept Gown the bayou ad never
seon again. MNother and ihunt Lizzle cau;kt hold to (siz)
the car locks on the boat and were swept down the bayou
into Powderhorn Lake. Then the wind changed and they
were brou_ht back to the mouthvof tle bayou wlere they
foll upon the beach exhaustad,

(!;y noon the wind hesd resched hurricane veloclty.

The water hal increased to several feet in depth &nd wes

T3tatement of Lrs. Florence Blardons to Thomas F.
Anderson, June 1, 1951.
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rushing throagh the . cross atreet?'of the town. Tke owners
of stores and busiﬁeqs houﬁes ceassld tryiny to save thelr
goods from water damuge end bega; to engag; in rescue work,
Ropes were strung along ﬁain.streeb across the rushing
currents of the silde atreets,,andfpeats loaded with people
were drawn up ¥ain Street to the upper part of town where
there was less danger from the wateri' By nid-afternoon
the water hal risen to & depth of five feet and the high=-
sst part of the town was submerged. HMany who had moved
‘earlier to escspe the.hlgﬁ water on the bay front were
again in danger, end the bulldings that were thought to
ﬁe the most substantlal were sought as & place of refuge.
By late afternoon most of the buildings and residences on
the bay front had been destroyei} The large two story -
residence of ¥r, Coorge 3Seelligson was the first to give
way at approximately 2:00 p. m.8

(}s night came on the hurricane increased in inten-
sity, and the horror of the screaming winds and the sound
of'tho wavée dashing against‘the buildings was magnifield
by the darkness of night;) Mrs. Augusta Grunder gives a
vivid plcture of the storm in the following paregraphs:

' On September 15 after school was out we went down

to the beach to watch the beautiful white cappeld waves
come in, little thinking of the impending denger. On

BKews 1tem 1n the Victoria Advocate, September 24, 187E8.
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the mornlng of the 16th the gale was on. The water

wag coming in from all directions.... Looking out of
the house we could see men and women with children

in thelir ermg scurrying through the water to find a
safe plece. (At noon there was no more land to be seenj
everythiny was under water,) By 1:00 p. m. the water
wags rushla, in our housej the wind was getting stronger
end stronger; in fact, a terrific hurricsne was raging.
¥y father nailel boards across the doora and winlows

to keep them from beirg erushed by the mighty like
waves whilch were aplashing azainst them. The water

was risinc on the first floor, so we went upstairs.
There wo atayed ell afternoon watching the terrible
scene.

Then ceme the darkness; 1t was not safe to Lave &
lamp burning a0 my wother lighted & candls. Tvery-
thing wes shaking--tebles, beds, pictures on the wall.
¥idnight emne, 8nd still therse was no change... About
1:00 &, m, the wind change3 from the southwest to the
northwest, 7Thls sent the raging water back into the
sea with s terrifie speed. All at once we felt a
terrible c¢rash, We all jumped up and screamed as the
house rollei to one side. The door frames and windows
began to ¢rack.... ¥y father, thinking that the house
would f&ll, opened & front window, and tlrere hLe saw a
big sandhiil thrown egainst my brother's house, le
declded to take us there for safety. Though c¢old snd
wet, for the first time, we felt wore at ease as we
grimla walted to see what trageldy daylipht would re-
veal. :

(gt was Qurlng the night that a great .portion of
the loss of 1ife end destruction of property toeok place.
The reging watera were fllled with shattered buildings
carriel by the gresat eurrent Into Powderhorn Bayou and
out on the preirie Seyond.v uumSera of psople, elinging
to debrlis, were swept along with the current into Powder-

horn Bayou an? out on the preirie beyoné) The Victoria

Surs. augzusta CGrunder, "Indlsnola Storm Survivor
Recalls Hight of Terror,” San Antonio Ixpress, lay 21, 1933.
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hdvocete stated that "near the lower part of the reef one
buildinz carrying with it thirty-one people, men, women,
end children, wes swept into and scross Powderhorn Lsake.
Only eleven survivei, leaving twenty-one to be pdded to
the list of missing."lo

<§;en the center of the storm had passed at apnproxe
imately 1:00 &, m., the wind changed to the northwest and
continued to blew with terrific vioclence. Thus, already
shattered, the town was exposed to a new and more powsrful
onslaught from the weters. Sor eighteen hours the water
from the bay hed been driven by the mighty winds for wlles
inland, Wwith the chanpge of the wind to the oprosite direc-
tion, the water first checked and then reversedl ite course
and began to pour back inte the bay. This great volume of
water was swopt back into the bey 1n one third the time which
Lad been consumed in its passage inland. EBuildings that had
withatood the force of the water coming in from the bay
wore now gswept out into the bay. Clinging to pieces of
wrecked buildings, many people were alao carriesd out into
the bayE) The followinsy account is given concorning such
an experiencei '

¥1lliam Coffin and his wife and two children were

carried in the directlon .of the pass. The two ehildren

were lost, the mother dilei of exhaustion, and kr, Coffin,
after & nizht of fearful danger, was drifted on the

loTho'Victoria Advocate, loec. cit,
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beach, wlere he watcl.ed by his dead wife until the
storn was over, Of the two children the body of
the eldest was found the followiny bund&i a.out
8ix mlles weat of Indianola ard buried.

(5awn o. J»idsy woraing, September 17, revealed
sn almost c¢orrlete scene of devastation. The doors of'
the court-hn'se, whiich kad been tle place of refure for
scores of people, were thrown open at 8300, and tre
peoples becan to pour outside., The survivors imsediately
began the tack of trying to discover those who were miss-
ingz) There was no fresh water in the town, for the salt
water Lad rulned thre cigtern supply. Pood provisions were
8lso scarce. Comunicatlion with towns in the interior was
slow, for the rallrosd tracks were washeﬁ out &nd the tele=~
greph lines wcre down; in addiéicn to this, &1l tle boats
had been swert away md all of the horses kLad been drowned.
Thus, tls peo_le of Indlanola walted for rellef to come
from the outsaide,

i rellef party from the Eatoch ranch and otler neigh-
borlng rances was the first- to reach Indianols, %lsy browht
barrels of fresk water and otler provisions for trhe storm
survivors, Several of the destitute ware evacuated to
the Eatch ranch,12 Early Monday woraning a supply of

water and foo? arrived from Victoria and on Tuesdsy

111400 L ] cit.

12yg:3es ¥, Ileteh, "Destructive Storm at Indianola,"”
Prontier Tirme, Uctwber, 1825,




relief cams from Cuero. .A rellef committee was organlzed
in Victoria iucedlately after feceiving word of tre de-
struction of .ndlanole. This.group 414 a fine job of
helping the storm sufferers in and saround Indianola.13
The Korgan stesmship Yerlan arrived at Galveston(én Sep=-
tember 22, 13978, ani the following note weks gent to the
people of Cealvestons

Ve are destitute; ths town is gone. One tenth of
the population is gone; dead bodles gre strewn for

twenty miles along the bay; nine-tenths of the houses are

destroyei., Send us help iz God's sake, (Sipnei) W. H.
Crain, District Attorney.‘js

when this appeal appeared in varlous papers, many
towna in ‘exas quickly responded and sent rellef unpplieé
to the stricken town of Indisnols.

The re¢licsf party, which had brought provisions from
the llatch ranch, immediately began the task of searching
over the flooded prairie for bodies. ¥r. J. W, Liatch, a
member of thie purty, gives this account of the work:

it was early discovered that many dead bolies ware
under tlhe roofs and other wreckage which had colleoted
agalnst the great live oak treses on La Salle prairie,
The work of collecting the dead would constitute the
work of montls, TCach wegon had brought shovels, picks,
end spades to assist in the internment of the dead.
A1l who had been expnsed to the pitliless wind and
waves were in & nude state. Large boats were lying
on the prairie, and we decidel to make the U, 5. Kaill
toat .gness our headquarters.., kany dead bolies
vwere E%soovered by buzgerds salling around. ¥e burled
the bodles where we found them without coffins, If

14116 Texaco Stam Reporter, Vol, XI, Decewver, 1924,

p. 10,
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the body could te 1dentified by anyons in tre party,
the name was written on the headboard. A fence plck-
et was driven et the head and foot of each grave.

Many of these bodles were later disinterned and pro=-
perly buricd in the Indienola cemetery.ld

&fceording to & report from the U, 3, VWeatl.er Bureau,
"One hundrel snd seventy-six lives were loast e&nd tlree-
fourths of tlse town swept away. Tﬁe highest wind rezis-
tered was E8 m1les sn hour when the anemometer blew away;
the highest wind estimated was 100 miles an nour,"16)

'@o accurete estimate of tle total property Cemaze
was'given; however, the‘loas in property was trexendous,
hone ¢f the buildin;s.in the town escaped dame e, &n® only
four bulldings remainel on thelr founﬁatlons{) The build-
ings which di3 not collapse from the force of the wind
end water were shaken and wrenched to the extent trat

tl.ey required considerable expensive repalr.

The Victorla Advocate carried a detalled descrip-

tion of the property less; s portion of this 1ist 1s quoted

here: T

The Bulletin office and bullding was destroyed; the
broken prosses bein; about all that remains of a come-
plete printing office... The court house esceped
without seriocus damage, &nd "the Jjall lést & portion
of its roof, The singular 014 building, standing near
there, and which has long been consldered insecure,

lsﬁatch, ¥enuscrirt, op. cit., p. 50.

16y, 1, Dunwoody, Monthly Weather Neview (#¥sshing-
ton City: Signel 0ffice, 1033), p. <10, citiay Monthly
Weather Review 0f September 1875H, - ‘
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1s still stending with as few indications of the des-
tructive nature of thLe storm as any building on the
reef. North of the court house fewsr bLulldings were
washed away, although most of them floated more or
less, and were only saved by cutting holes in the
floor and letting the water in. This device appears
to have been very successful in all parts of tre
town, especially where the building was only & single
story. Of &ll the churches, six or seven in number,
but one, tke Presbyterian, is standing, and it severe~
ly shaken and leaning to the south. The Catholile
church was ocrushed together, and totally destroyed, ...
The Masonie bullding was washed away, entailing a
heavy loss on the fraternity at Indianola. The Ca~
8ino Concert HLall was wrecked and lies in a mass of
ruin. The hospital was swept to the westward several
blocks and stands now in the marsh near the lske.

Of the custom Louse, not a vestige rewmains. Whitte-
man's jewelry store was washed scross the street,
where tha uprer story alone remains. Where stood

the Gulf lotel another building now stands, consider-
ably shattered, H. Runge and Company suffered &

loass of about {75,000, The dry goods store of MNp,

D. He Regan, ialn Street, escapel serlous dameg6...:

The eastern part of the town was coupletely de-
atroyed. The force of the water cut a deep diteb scross
the lower enl of town connecting the bay with the lakes
in the reear., Smaller ditches were out where many of the'
cross strests had been.

Although the destruction of property &t 0ld Town
was extensive, thers was no l-ss of life there, This was
attributed to the fact that this part of Indienola was
located on & slight tluff and the dumage from inﬁndntion
was not as great as in the main part of town., Nost of

the houses wers dswmagel, and very few remsined standing

17The'v1ctor1a Advocate, loec. cilt,

[
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on their bloocks.

For miles the bLeach and the western shores of Pow=-
derhorn Lake were littered with debris of every descrip-
tion. Lumber wrenched from buildings, wooden cisterns,
planos, trunks, boxes, barrels, house furniture, and arti-
cles of every type were found in the drifts elons with de-
caying bodies of animals.l® In fact, it was sald that
“anythlngifrom a collar button to a coffin could be found

there." 1°

Many things of value were selvagel frow the

kuge drifts of debris; however, scavengers were quicker

to commence the work of salvaging than the rightful owners,
who immellately sfter tle storm were more concerned sbout
locating their missing friends and loved oneés. The looters
gathered a rich harvest before & group of men wsre organized
to patrol the srea. It was preported that bodlies were roboed
and that fingers were severed from the hands of some of the
corpses to secure the rings; earings were removel uith'
knives.®® The looting ceaael'wgen.organlzai bands of men
began patroliar the béaoh.~“ﬁeports qé @he looting aroused
great indignation, but unfortunately none‘of'tho gullty

ones were ever apprehended.

8r0c. eit. .
191:000 cit,
20L00 . .C_LE. ‘
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The damage te shipping was tremendous, A number of
schooners were blown by the mighty winds ssveral miles out
on the prairie. The Advocate gave the followln: list of
schooners that suffered damaze durin; the storm "dchooner

F3dith Fell Mason Dover, Schooner Cora Bickford, blown 8

mlles into the prairle; Schooner Democrat, bedched; Schoon-

ers Commodore Yorbitt, Phoenix, T13al Wave, Flounder, Agnes

Crey, wail bost Emory, Agnes, and Alloce wrecked., Sloops--

Demore, Royinis, Shell Fish, and Star of the South lost."<1

After the storm of 1375 some citigzens talked of aban=
doning the town; on the other hand, many reasonel that per-
haps a century would pass before another severe hurrlcane
would visit Indlanola, ) The ¥Korgan steamship Company an-
nounced that 1t would rebulld its whsarves and bulldings;
likewisQ, the railroﬁd soon let it be known that threir
facilities would be restored to Indienola. ¢hen assured
that the basis of the town's prosperity would not te re-
moved, many of the businessmen beyan restoring thelr build-
ings and merchandise.

The people benefited from & new provision which had
been written into the state constitution. The constitution-
8l convention wea in session when the hurricsne of 3eptember
1675 struck the Texas coast; therefore, it incorporated the

following provision in the constitutiont "The Lezislature

21&22'; elit.
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shall have no power to release the 1nhab1tanté of, or pro-
perty in, any county, city or town, from the payment of
taxes levied for State or county purposes, unless in case
of great publie calamity ln any such county, city, or town,
when such release may be made by vote of two thirds of each
house of the Legislature."zz The Leglslature passed san act
on kugust 15, 1£76, which provided that "the persons and
property of seid place (Indisnola) shall be eiempt from
taxation durin; the year elghteen Lundrel and seventy-
six,"23

(?oelin; that treir business investmentis were not se-
cure there, many of the prominent cltlze&s-of Indisnola left
after the 1875 storm, ¥r. Dan Sullivan moved to Jan 4ntonio
end went into tle bankidg busine;s; The Litzensteln Dry
Coods firm went into business in Qorpus'Shristi. H. Runge
and Company moved to Cuero and opened tislr bdsinesé there.
Doetors Hughes and leske went to Dallas to staert & practice
in that city.){?thers too numerous to mention left, but many
had faith that Indisnola would never be subject to another

storm like the one of Septemver 1375 durinc their life timda

22¢onstitution of the Stste of Teras, sdopted 1876,
as published in k., 7. H. Gummel, Laws of Texae (Austin, Texas:
The Gammel pook Company, 1898), Vel. vIi, p. 1011,

23Laws of Texss, compiled and arranged by H. P, N. Gam=-
mel (AustIn: The Gemuol Book Company, 1808?, Vol., VI, p. 12¢86.

ta
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(fhe population of Indisnola 1in 1620 was approxi-
éatoly halfl ol wiat it had been ten years earller, The exact
flgures, sccording to the United 3tates Census Report, was
eizht hundrel eighty.24 In the years that followed, the
town made great progress in recovery from the storm. The
wharves were rebulilt of stronger lumber und were rein-
forced with crossbesms to prevent thelr deatruction by
the waves, and there continued to be much shipping busi-
nesg from this port. After 1280 the population increased
somewhat, and it appeared possible that tls town mipght re-
gain and even surpass its former positlen.25) |

Mr. John S. Kunn gave the followln; picture of In-
dienocla in August, 183063

The finunces of Calhoun County were in as prosper-
our if not the most prosperous condlition of any county
of the state. 7The general fund has a surplus of 2500,
Their school fund gave {12 per capita to the children
of the county and all otlwr funds overflcwed thLeir
treasury. %Their courts were not profitable to either
lawyers or county officers. Their people wcrs healthy,
happy, and prosrerovs. The new ¥asonic Lodge in Indian-
ola is & beautiful structure, the furniture of which
would coapere with any in the state. The three magni-
ficant carriage drivea, one of four miles along the
beach, one of equal length by the lake and one in the
direction of Long Mott, either of which . is far superior
to the famous beach drive &t Galveston am! equal per-
haps to any in the world. The courthouse has been re-
cently repaired and repaintel snd is one of the most

a

+

24rhuncration of the Census of Indianola for the Year
1880, uriglnal in tbe hatlonal Archlves, waskington, v. Co

25¢ps, Cherles Relchapdt, "#aves Lap Relies of Texas
City thet Storm Fillel,” The louston Chroniele, Jenuary 4,
1931.
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conveniently serranged snd coumodious the writer hsas
ever seenes The jall 1s one of the most secure in
the state, unlike Victoria's pile of trashe...

Frelghts from Galveston only cost twenty~-five cents
per Lundrel, fourth c¢lass, by scrooner, the people
being free from the extortion of common carrier mono-
olies., Chrurchies, schools and ¢haritable institu-
gions are liberally supported agg everythinz avout
the plece 1indicates prosperity.
ébur1n5 the afternoon of the 19th of Aupust 1E86,
the weatler was threatening in Indisnola, Omlnous black
clouds had shrouded the city during the day, blotting
out the sun.) The northwest wind which had been blowing
intermittently all day, slacked somewhat &t £:00 p. m.
but soon rose sgain. Ceaptain Reed, who was in charge of
the Lnlted Stetes 31:nal 0ff{ice, reported a wind velocity
of thirty-six mlles ean hour at 9:00 p. m, and tren began
to hoist the storm signals. At approxlimately 3100 a. m,
of the 20th of iugust, Captain Reel left his rome for the
telegraph offlce in order to notify the Chief Jlunsl Of-
ficer that a atorm was &spproaching Indianocla, From tie
telegraph office Yie proceeded to the sipnal office to
meke observations with his instruments. There he remained
with seversal otler men watching the barometer and the &anemo-
meter, which indlcated that the velocity of the wind was
steadlly incressing, Clt about 35:30 a. m. the olrcult be-~

tween the snemometer and the recording instrument broke{)

2630ohn 3. Munn, "Wind, Wave, Fire and %Water--The
Last Days of Indisnols," Indisnola Scrap Book, op, cit.,
p. 141,
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the wind et the time registered approximately seventy-two
miles per rour. The barometer was‘fglling rapidly and the
wind increasing in strength, but Captain Reed and the
‘others remainei in tke Sign;I 0ffice untii a short time
before 5:00 a, m., vhen théy left to take refugse 4in e
safer place. Tﬁey had.sc&roeiy emerged from the bullding
when it collapeed, crushing Captaig.ﬂeed and Dr. Rogenorans
beneath the timbera. The bdildﬁng immediately took fire
from a lamp that had been burning inside. 1In spite of the
high water and tle rain which wss falling in torrents, the
entire bullding was soon in flawes. The fire crossed the
street snd consumed more than a dlock of bulldings on haln
Street.27

The ferrible night of wind and raln becsme more
frightening by the added danger of fire, The terrifio
force of tke wind wrenched pieces of the burning lumber
from the fired bulldings, £illing the alr with flames
and embers, (gany people thoﬁght that the end of the world
kad come. Survivors say that scores of persons cessed
trylng to save tlremselves ana began praying. 014 Aunt
¥ary debb, & colorei servant known to everyone in town
could be heard by her employers calling ovut in a high
shrill voice above the roering wind; "Chilluns, it's

27 etter of T, D. Woodward to Chief of Signal Bu~
reau, uashkington, «. C., nu_uat 22, 1638, the original
in tre sational .rchives, wasulngteon, L. C.



103

.doijudgment éay, prky; pruy, prey? le Lawd am acowmln.
It am rainin' fire, pray, ﬁray, pray!"zaj)_

In the {ollowin: &ccount, ¥r. John Xunn tells of
the experience tlat he and the people with wkom ke was
staying had try.ng to save tlemselves from tle wind, water,
and fire:

The wird did not abate and every moument we expected
our little retreat to go to pleces. The most dreadful
appeared inevitables as a lady sald very demurcly, "Well,
I guess wo Lave our cholce, to be drowned or roasted”.
It was 1:aposslible to make the volce sudlble. The howl-
ing blast, the roaring sea, the crash of falling tim-
bers, the explosion of powder in storea, the crackling
of flames &s they shot up from &nd lapped over the
doomed buildings, which rapldly ylelded to the wind,
wave and fire, tottered, quivered and fell., In using
bucketa we were compelled to be leaward of the cot-
tage or the wind would sweep us into the sesthing
foamin; waters, while the heat was intolersble, some-
times ain.eing our hair and exposed flesh. A48 the
fire began to subside, the wlud shiftel to the south-
east a&nd &ll, 1f not audibly expressed, felt a re-
newal of hove. 7The wind gradually sbated uni seemed
to moan and the waters to sob over thgér work of
death and the rulns they had wrought. '

After the Signal 0ffice had fallen, the wind grew
still stronger, blowing from the east, and it was botween
1;:00 a. m. and 5:00 a. m, of the 20 that most of tle Jdam=~
ape to property was done. A&bout 11:00 a, m. of the 20th,
the wind had modersted and Ly the evening of the some day

only a light south breezs was blowing. The wataer receded

28pqui :panke, "The Isle of Tragedy,” The Houston
Chronicle ¥Ya—-azine, November 16, 1947.

2%munn, op. git., pp. 143-144,
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slowly, bowever, and it was not untll Sunday evening, the
£21lst of fLuzust, that the wmalin strsets of the town were
free from water.

Twenty lives were lost as & result of ths Lurricane.
This fligure scers very small in comparison to the death toll
of the previousz hurricanej however, this u.y be attributed
to thie fact t!at the population of Indisnola was only one~

half of whaet 1t ! 4«3 been at the tine of the story» of 1875

anl thsat thre worae of the storm cormenced alter dﬂylight.so

Tre letter sent to the Chief 3ignsl 0fficer in ¥ashe
ington, D. Cu, In repdrting the storxs which hed just visited
Indlianocla, gavé(&he following report ol the atricken town
after the stovm:> _

The anrearance of the town tcince the storm is one of
universal wreck. ot a house remsalns uninjured, end most
of those t.at are left standing are in an unsefe condie
tion, Man{,were waglhied away coupletely and scattered
over the rleins back of the town; others have been lifte
ed from tlelr foundations and moved bodily over consider-
able dlstances.., Nearly thruve miles of the Onlf, Western
and Pacific allroad track was torn up and scattered over
the preiris, the rails bel.y vent and twi.stel like wire.
Over 8ll thLe strips of low ground &8 far &s can bs seen
are the wrecks of houses, carrieges, personal property
of a1l kinds, and & great many dead animals, Very few
poople wero uble to save anything whatever, and as the
houses which are left are scarcely habltable,(ﬁhe town
is belng diuserted as fast as possible., I have met but
one person who intenda to stay here, that 1s thg post-
master, and he will etay to retain his posltionz) Host
of the women and chlldren have already been sent away,

5°Lettwr of £, M. Van llaringen to the (hief Signel
Offlcer, aeshincton, D. C., August 27, 1883, ori,inal in
the KRational Archiives, Washington, D. C.
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and the few people who remaln are so unnerved that

the least indication of a storm 18 enough to frighten

them. Un Yednesday evening Just after derk the weath-

or grew stormy and & strong esast wind sprang up, causg-

ing a panl¢ asmong the people left in town, and every~

body hurried ank to the prairies geveral miles from

the coastes.S

Céfter the gstorm, the rallroad announced that there

would be no effort wade to repair the damage done to the
rallroad track in the Indianola vieinity and that en ef-
fort would be made to have the charter ohanged and the re-
maining portion of the road would be removed, The shipping
interests were not restored becuause the shippers would not
consider further .investments im Indlenola. ZEveryone was
convinced thut tl.e risks of reatoring property at Indian-
ola was too great, In a very short time all of the buila-
ings left stailing had been dismantled and moved to Lavaca,
Victoria, or cuero, On November €, 18E8 the citizens of
Calhoun County.voted to have thelr county seat moved to-
Lavaca, the town that hed been the keen rival of Indianola.
The Unitel States government announced on iay 7, 1807 that

postal service &t Indianola would be diacontinueﬂJ)

The Victorlis Advocate gave the following orbltuary

for Indlanolag

Many of our readers will learn with great regret of
the recent determination Dy the governuent authoritles
to abandon Indiunols as a site for & post office, and
tl.at once prosperous l1little city, at one time filled

Slyan '¥aringen, 106. cit.
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with a busy populace, with lts wharves crowded with
shipping and warehouses alive with conmerce, scems dese
tined to dlisappear altogether from the Texas map.

Not many years ago, Indlanola was the center of a
traffioc a_ rezating more than a wmillion dollars an~
nually. It then possessed a class of citizens noted
for thelr clever bonhomle, and & soclety famous for
brilliancy and polish. Both commwercislly and profes-
sionally threre wore worthy representatives, the mere
mention of whose names will recall to our ovlder
readers & flood of recollections connected,yith this
period of Inidlsnola's greatest prosperity.”

(besoeudenta of 014 Indianola may be found scattered
throughout Texss, Many live in Victorla, Golliad, Cuero,
and Conzales &3 well as in the larger cities of 3an Antonio,
Fouston, and Dallaa, 0Old Indianola never lost its hold on
the survivors who sought safer locations. They were as
proud of thelr comnection with lndlenola es v1rglhians
are of their residence in the 0ld Domlnion, On April 19,
1930, in order to perpetuate the meméry of proud Indianole,
& soclety of its survivors and their descendents was ore

ganized., The Foruwer Citizens of Indianola end thelr Des-~

cendents was the name given this orgenization, but the

soclety 1s mors commonly called The Indlanola Assocletlion.

¥r. M. M.¥cFaprlend of Austin was eleoted first president

and was later succeeded by ¥r. S. G. Reel of ['ouston.

This association met annuaelly until %orld ¥ar II interrupted
its meetings, &nd there have been no furtlher meetings since

1540, )

S2rews item in the Victoria Advocate, May 7, 1087.
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The flret two meetings of'thn*associatlon were held
in Cuero.and victorla respectively and the following meet-
ings ;n the oourt;house lawn in Port Levaca, The mestings
were léformal effuirs with no rigid parliamentary rules to
‘break its 1nf$rma11ty. The youngest and the oldest descen-
dents were recornized, Indlanola hiétory was yeviewed, an
address was given by a distingulshed person, then followed
a fish fry on the court-house lawn, olimaxed by a pllgri~
mage to the slite of 014 Indlanocla. Here, the descendents
reminisced aumong the relics of the former city. Kany
writers class 01d Indiancla &a & "ghost city", for all
that remeins are the crumbling walls of the courtehouse
pear the bay, numerous underground clsterns fillel with
sand and shell, foundations of buildings, and oleanders
end twisteld cedars where gardens once grew, Howavsr, the

(@embern of the Indianola Assocliation are sensitive regard~

ing the terminology "ghost town" since they contend that
a ghoat town is one which is gone and forgotten. Indlan-
ola doea.not fall in this ocategory, for it is véry much
alive in the memories of these people. Through their
efforts, a stetue of La Salle was provided by the Texas
Centennlal Commission in 1839. Erected neuar the rulns of
the 0ld gourt-house, it is somewhat 1ronic; yet sppropri-
ate, that it stards gazing over the barren island as deso-
late and foreboding as it was when first visitei by la
Salle.)
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY OF INDIAROLA IR 1878

(From Texas Business Directory of That Year)

Agricultural Implewents
R C. Wara & Co,
iuctioneers
%. P, Kiloy
bankers
H. Runge & Co.
Billiard Hall
C. i, Freuch
Books & Statlonery
‘De Lewls
Boots & Shoes

Jo Calin R
D. H. Regsn

Carriage, Bugcy and Wagon
D. 3Schultz & Co.
"Cigars % Tobacce

C. H. French
A. Rahn

Clothing and Gents! Furnishings

J. Cahn
D. H. Regw

Coffins % Undertakers
E. Ls ¥lllew
Commission Yerchants

H, Paepcke

C. W. &hort
R. G+ Dale
He 1ken

Confectionery

A. Largus
Je Norrison

Crockery & Glscenware

A, & Y, ¥eller
R. G. Dale

D, 8e¢hults » Co.
W. A, Hogan

Jd. Cahn

D. Lewls

Dentist
E« Thurber
Druggists

Do Le'iﬂ
Je ¥« Rouss
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Dr. H. T. H, Schultz

Dry Goods

J« Cabn
'Ds He Rezan

Furniture Dealer

Vh Po r-!ilb:’

Grogeries

D, Schults & Co,
Anton larzus

iI. Runge & Co.
He Xylius

A, & B. Keller
R. G. Dale

De hﬂis



C. Eichlite
Hardware

R, C. Warn
D. Lewis

Hats & Caps
D, H. Rﬂgaﬂ
Hides & Vool

H, Paepcke
C. W. Short

Hotels

City Rotel, John McDonald
Indianola liotel, A. Largus

Insurance igents
T. D. Woodward
Jewelry and datches
Louis Peine
Lawyers
¥, H, Woodwerd
W. A. Bogan
Stockdale & Proctor
%, Merriman
W, H, Crain '
Liquor Dealers (¥Wholesals) .
C. Villeneuve _
Liquor Dealers (Retail).

C. Villeneuve
L. Presig

Lumber Dealers

HQ J. Euck
W, Westhoff & Co.

s
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Meat Market

A+ Swartz
Paints & 01ls

D. Lewis
Restaurant

A. Largus
3hip Chandlery

R. C. ¥arn
Stoves and Tinware

R, C,-Warn
Wagon Maker

louls Plene
District and County 0fflicers

County Judge, Jas. ¥cCoppin
County Attorney, W. A. Hogan
County Clerk, F. J. Deck
Dist. Clerk, %i. H. Seeligson
County Surveyor, Chas., Goff
County Tresasurer, D. Lewis
County Asaessor, Frank Rohn
County Sherliff, F, L. Busch

Notary Publie

Wme C. Chickester
C, W. Short

J. Cahn

W, Cs LFdwards
John Boeuwer

James XeCoppin

Railroads

Gulf, Wwestern Texas & Pacific
. Railwayj Henry Sheppard,
president, supt. and chief
enginesr
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ANATEUR CONCERT

A concert will be given at the
Court Houge in the City of Indlanola, on

SATUDAY EVENING, AUGUST 30, 1861, under
the direction of Prof. F. Goepfert, as=-
sisted by Ladles and Gentlemen of the city
for the purpose of ralsing a fund for a
Brass Band

PROGRAMME
PART FIRST

1.--0VERTURZ=="Caliph of Bagdad," Quintette
arranged by Prof, F. Gosepfert « « « « + « DBoyeldieu

2.--CHORUS, from the Opera Jessonda . « « » « » s « Spohr

3,-~0VERTURS to "Don Juan," on the Piano,
four hands, by Messrs. Goepfert & Voege . « Mozart

4.--VARIATIJNS FOR THE VIOLIN, performed
by ¥r. K?G“t;@r R R B R R Berlot

5.--50L0~="Stay with Me,” sung by Mr. Meugie . . » . AbL

6.==-WilTZ~-Juintette, arranged by Prof.
F.Goepfertn.............. LabitZRy

7.==BATTLE OF BUEKA VISTA «. ¢ o «.0.¢ o o » Kiss E, Rouf{
84==BALLAD o« o o ¢ o ¢ o s 414 o » s ﬁps. 3. P, Anderson
9.~=-LUCREZIA BORGIA o + ¢ + o« o« ¥r. & Vrs, R. F, Clement
10, ==MILITARY MARCH, Orchestra « « ¢« « ¢« ¢ ¢« ¢ 4 Coepfert
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) PART SZCOND -
1.--SYMPRONY~=Quintette . . , osomposed by Prof. Geopfert
2.-=CHORUS, "Das Pahnenlied,” (Flag Song) . . » Jul. Otto
3.==-POTPOURRI, Barbler de 8eville, on the
Plano, for four hands, by Miss I,
Rouff snd P. GOOprQPt s 6 8. ¢ 2 0 0 0 b 8 @ Rossini

4,~-I¥ PLIEDWRBUSH, by Kessrs. Voege
and Goepfert « « ¢« o « ¢ s+ s+ o o e s o ¢« o Co Evers

5,=="A1lT2=--Quintette, by Prof., Goepfert . . » Je Strauss

€,~=30L0=="Ein Schuetz bin ich," Nachtlager
von Oranada, sung by Er. Thielepape . » « FKreutzer

7."“0%3 8WEET KOME'dQuartOttQ . » & & & & & & 6 & ¢ ¢
Bew=IL TROVATORE 4 o ¢ o ¢ o ¢« » o¥r., & ¥rs, R Fo Cloment

9.--SJUTKER CONSTELLATION, by Eleven young
Ladles, followed by "Dixie Land"...c o « o o « o «

10.=~IKDIANOLA GUARDS ' MARCH. . composed by Prof. Geopfert

Concert to coumence preclsely at 8 P. M,
' ADKISSION BO CENTS

Tiecketa for sale at the store of lessrs,
Lewis & Hughes, Labe & Rouff, ill. Iken,
end Fenry Runge & Co.



