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Purposes 

Process 

Implications 

What’s next 

Background 

1. A multi-year project, part of instruction program planning 
 

2. Involves a group of subject librarians  and members of the  
instruction management team 

 

1. Find a systematic way that can be used in other disciplines to 
identify high impact courses for subject librarians to target for 
information literacy outreach.  
 

2. Use the findings to improve our teaching: Do learning outcomes 
in library instruction align with teaching faculty’s learning 
outcomes?  
 
 

Step 1: Create a master list of courses for each discipline 
 
Data Source:  
• Course listings 
• Syllabus  
• Core skills required for undergraduate students (ACRL standard, 

or local skills identified by librarians) 
• Previous instruction statistics 
Sample Communication Spreadsheet: 

Step 2: Create departmental requirements for graduation 
 
Data Source:  
• Curriculum map for academic departments (UH in 4) 

 

Example of an Advertising Track 
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Step 3: Create maps for the department 

What you can get: 
• Courses required for graduation 
• Courses with information literacy requirements 
• Prerequisites 
What you can’t get: 
• Course sequence 

• Target core courses with information literacy requirements (COMM 1301, 
COMM 1302, COMM 4303). 

• Find common courses with information literacy requirements from different 
tracks to target (COMM 2310). 

• Strategically allocate instructional efforts.  For COMM 1332, we devote a lot 
of time, but it is not required by communication majors. It is not a good 
target. 

• Examine if current course learning outcome is consistent with information 
literacy skills outlined in the syllabus.  

• For targeted courses, think about redesign library instruction sessions if 
needed, or collaborate with teaching faculty to create assignments with 
information literacy requirements. 

• Use the findings to outreach to communication faculty. 
• Integrate the new information literacy framework into teaching. 
• Close the loop. Assess students’ information literacy skills to see if 

targeted outreach really works.  
• Reexamine the data every few years. Course listings change, as well as 

syllabus. Keep the data up to date.  
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