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• My research project helps fill gaps in legislative behavior by 

providing new measures of state-level attitudes on immigration.

• Measuring public opinion on immigration is important as it can help 

explain the decrease in bipartisanship on immigration legislation in 

Congress and help us assess how well Congressmembers 

represent their constituents’ opinions.

• Current measures do not fully encompass a large enough time 

series to accurately measure constituent attitudes in relation to the 

rise in legislative partisanship on immigration and they are generally 

only reflective of national level attitudes.  This ignores over-time 

trends as well as differences in attitudes across the states. 

• This project contributes to the literature by providing new measures 

of state-level anti-immigrant sentiment that can then be 

incorporated into our models of immigration policymaking.

Background Results

Methodology
• A main approach to measuring constituent attitudes is to 

follow Adam M. Butz and Jason E. Kehrberg (2016) multilevel 

regression and post-stratification (MRP). 

• By conducting an MRP like Butz and Kehrberg (2016), one 

can combine both public opinion survey data and census 

data to gain an accurate measure of constituent attitudes. 

• My research uses the same MRP over a larger time series 

(1994-2016) in comparison to Butz and Kehrberg (2016), 

which measured years 2004-2008. 

Conclusions
• The main problem addressed was measuring constituent attitudes on 

immigration using survey data gathered from the GSS. 

• My results conclude that constituents in much of the United States have 

taken a more pro-immigrant stance throughout the time-series measured 

(1994-2016). 

• The data collected provides conflicting information that does not align with 

my hypothesis: an increase in anti-immigrant sentiment correlates with a 

decrease in Congressional bipartisanship on immigration legislation. 

• My next phase will be to use cosponsorship and bill history data to 

measure bipartisanship in sponsorship and floor voting. 
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• The data shows that 

anti-immigrant 

sentiment 

throughout much of 

the United States 

has slightly 

decreased from 

1994-2016. 

• California anti-

immigrant sentiment 

decreases 

significantly (.52 to 
.25).

• Midwestern states 

(Ohio, Pennsylvania, 

etc.) noted an 

increase in anti-

immigrant sentiment. 
• Multilevel regression and post-stratification operationalized 

using census (1990, 2000, 2010) and General Social Survey 

data (GSS) (1994-2016). 


