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Introduction
Every city has experienced a major disaster, some cities survived and 
learned from it, some did not. This project is going to find the biggest 
disaster from individual’s case city and explore how did resolve the 
problem during the history.

Calgary is the largest city in the Canadian province of Alberta. Founded 
in 1875 by European settler, the city now rapidly growing as the center 
of Canada’s oil industry.

1886, only couple years after the city started, Calgary had its first major 
fire in town. The big fire on Ninth Avenue, brought big changes to the 
new-born city and started a sandstone building boom after the fire.

Before During After

On Nov.7 1886, the fire flames 
were spotted in the early morn-
ing that day at a flour store on 
Calgary's Atlantic Avenue (now 
9th Ave, in the downtown core)

The entire community was awakened 
by the church bell

The Fire Department sprang 
into action after being alerted

Luckily, nobody was killed or 
injured. But 18 buildings were 
destroyed and losses were esti-
mated at more than $100,000

The blaze quickly spread to adjoining 
buildings and wind carried the fire further 
to a building on the opposite corner

The city officially drafted 
a law: All large downtown 
buildings were needed to 
be constructed with Pas-
kapoo sandstone

Since most of the 
buildings are wooden 
structure and the 
strong wind fanned 
the fire swept through 
the street,the fire 
nearly destroyed the 
city's downtown core

Industry was transformed and half the 
city worked in the stone-cutting indus-
try. Then suburbs quickly expanded. 
This earned Calgary the nickname of 
“Sandstone City” and positioned it to 
become a more permanent city
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